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LOWGUATTIN 0 
Education in the year 2000 

Let's take a peep at the school of the future 

What will schools in Singapore be 
like in the year 2000? What will 

classrooms look like then? How will 
teachers conduct their lessons in the 
year 2000? Indeed, what constitutes 
schooling in the year 2000? There 
were a few of the questions we had in 
mind when students in the Further 
Professional Diploma of Education 
class sent out a delphi survey to mem
bers of the public, asking panel mem
bers to select the most probable trends 
in a specified areas of education in the 
year 2000. Returns from the survey 
offer interesting insights into the fu
ture of schooling. Get into a time 
machine with me and transport our
selves to the year 2000. 

A 1\!ep into a Classroom 

Students go to subject resource 
rooms which are filled with all the 
latest equipment. Each resource room 
has a smart lectern through which the 
teacher orchestrates graphics, anima
tion and sound to produce life-life im
ages. A PC attached to the lectern 
enables the teacher to conduct lessons 
and communicate with his students 
through an electronic blackboard and 
an intelligent audio-visual system. 
This system also enables students who 
are absent (e.g. due to illness) to key 
in to the lesson at home. 

Every school is equipped with inter
active multi-media systems and stu
dents communicate with one another 
via the inter-classroom video. Classes 
are crammed not only with computer 
terminals for computer-based learn
ing but also features like a key pad for 
students to communicate with 
teachers. 

The hub of the school is the nerve 
centre - a place to access information, 
to consult, plan, teach and learn. The 

nerve centre provides the intellectual 
and physical access to materials in a 
variety of formats, instruction and 
resources. There are computers, a 
large screen monitor for viewing in
structional videos as wll as laser disc 
players to allow instantaneous selec
tion of research information. This 
centre extends the teaching and learn
ing environment beyond the walls of 
the school. The world is brought into 
the classroom to broaden the scope of 
the students' intellectual, spiritual and 
social development. This is made pos
sible through satellite antennas which 
enable students to tap into education
al resources worldwide. In the year 
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2000, this is a necessity, not a luxury, 
for students need this instantaneous 
exchange of information to keep up 
with the rapid developments occuring 
in the world. 

Schools 

Schools are linked to educational in
stitutions in other parts of the world 
through all kinds of network. By 
keying in their ID numbers, students 
can communicate with peers else
where. This international computer 
link-up enables students to access the 
latest information and to communi
cate with peers on issues that matter 



.to them. Indeed, through this link-up, 
students become part of a global class
room; each student is an international 
student with 'teachers' from many 
parts of the world. For example, stu
dents could watch and listen to a 
teacher in Kenya talking about 
wildlife. At the next, they could dis
cuss with American students on the 
protection of wildlife or with Hong 
Kong students on how to stamp out the 
ivory trade. 

Libraries are no longer stacked with 
books- instead, there are thousands of 
diskettes, video discs and computer 
terminals to access information. 
Electronic networks enable students 
and teachers to tap into huge 
databases located in different parts of 
the world. 

Students no longer carry backpacks 
or heavy school bags. They come to 
school carrying a notebook PC - the 
size of an A4 ~heet of paper - which is 
then plugged into the school's net
work. From the network, they can ac
cess learning materials which have 
been stored electronically. A few 
strokes of the keyboard allow students 
to search for learning materials using 
appropriate keywords. The learning 

Schooling in the 
year 2000 is both 
exciting and 
challenging ... and 
we must seriously . 
reconsider our 
present curriculum 
and ask ourselves 
whether or nofwe 
are equipping 
students for such a 
world. 

materials:tare not just text, but include 
video clips, sound, slides and films. 
School work is done entirely on disket
tes, with expert systems marking and 
grading the students' work. The 
student's progress is automatically 
recorded in his personal electronic 
file, accessible by parents and 
teachers. With the automation of 
most of the mundane tasks, teachers 
can now concentrate on facilitating 
learning and identifying students who 
need help. One-to-one tutoring has 
finally arrived! 

Home 

With the latest Home Education 
Centre, homes is now extensively 
linked to a vast array of computer 
resources. Parents can now monitor 
their children's progress in school as 
the School Link extends to a Home 
Link network. Part of the learning can 
now be done in the comfort of the 
home. Students can communicate to 
their academic mentors (not neces
sarily their school teachers) by 
videophones. Homework is sent to 
teachers and academic mentors 
electronically, graded and returned, 
also electronically. With the rapid ob
solescence of knowledge, even adults 
will need to keep on learning new 
things and skills. Schooling is totally 
different from that of the early 90s. A 
vast array of courses - ranging from 
academic pursuits to skills training - is 
available on the Home Education 
Centre ~hrough the Electronic 
University. With the constant demand 
for new knowledge and skills by 
employers, everyone strives to 
upgrade himself continuously. No 
longer is a university degree sufficient 
to see one through his career. 
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Conclusion 

This is a scenario of what the future 
could hold for us and our students 
given the rapid pace at which technol
ogy is advancing. Schooling in the 
year 2000 is both exciting and chal
lenging, and as teachers, we must be 
prepared for it. We must seriously 
reconsider our present curriculum 
and ask ourselves whether or not we 
are equipping students for such a 
world. Can we inculcate skills that can 
endure the rapid technological chan
ges? That is a challenge to teachers as 
we approach the year 2000. 

Low Guat Tin is a lecturer at the 
Division of Policy and Management 
Studies, School of Education, Nation
al Institute of Education, Singapore. 


	ASCD_Review-1-3-37_cover
	ASCD_Review-1-3-37

