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t he first thing we noticed from 
the many contributions to this 
newsletter was the focus on 

creating better moments for learning. 
Just as we sometimes think of our 
students as ‘diamonds in the rough’, 
we note, too, that it is no simple feat 
to help polish a stone into something 
no short of brilliant. Thus, this issue’s 
cover design carries with it the 
impression of the many facets of a 
quality diamond fashioned with much 
care and inspiration.

Just like a precious stone in the 
making, this issue showcases the 
dedicated efforts of many members of 
the NIE community in creating a brilliant 
education landscape. For instance, 
the international collaboration presented 
by the annual E W Barker Professor 
on page 5. Bringing his research 
expertise and values gained from 
the United Kingdom and beyond, 
Professor Clyde Williams engaged 
the masses in two interesting public 
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lectures. While alumni, students, 
academics and staff from NIE 
and NTU banded together for the 
momentous E W Barker Challenge 
relays on page 4. Congratulations and 
our heartiest appreciation to Professor 
Quek Jin Jong, who continues to bring 
prominence to NIE with his recent 
appointment on page 3. 

On the curriculum front, read about the 
CRPP Symposium, SASSE Seminar, 
the stories of student teachers who 
went on their International Practicum 
and the exciting Semester at Sea visits 
which have undoubtedly encouraged 
fresh aspirations for learning (read 
pages 6 to 9). 

Turn to our Special Feature section and 
find out more about award recipients 
who have forged good developments 
for NIE on pages 12 and 13. Their 
dedication inspires us to look beyond 
the classroom to innovating and 
affecting positive change around us.

From the features in our Research 
section (on pages 17 to 19), we learnt 
about the contributions of individuals 
who have excelled in their fields and 
now share gems through their local 
and international endeavours. 

Most of all, we are very thankful for 
our Alumni Family who continue to 
wave the NIE flag proudly through 
their immense commitment and good 
works. From the highest honour given 
to NIE Director, Professor Lee Sing 
Kong at Teachers’ College, Columbia 
University, U.S.A. on page 23 to the 
outstanding achievements celebrated 
at the MLS Graduation ceremony on 
page 22, we take inspiration from their 
passion for education. And let’s gear 
up for next year’s Caring Teacher 
Awards (featured on page 20) as we 
look forward to celebrate many more 
positive role models amongst us.

Here’s to another amazing quarter at 
NIE, and happy reading! 
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By Public, International and Alumni Relations

the National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore, 
has been working with Abu Dhabi Emirates of the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) and later, its Abu Dhabi 

Education Council for the past decade. These efforts 
have culminated in the establishment of the Emirates 
College for Advanced Education (ECAE) in March 2007. 
Dr Quek Jin Jong, Principal Officer at NIE was appointed 
as the first Vice Chancellor of the ECAE.
 
NIE’s support towards the College’s inception included 
providing expertise in the architecture of the curriculum 
such as the development and design of the BA, BSc and 
PGDE programmes and advice on the organisational, 
corporate and operational structure to enable classes 
to begin in September 2007. ECAE attracted over 300 
students for its degree programmes.
 
In reciprocation of our unwavering commitment and 
advice provided to ECAE, Dr Quek was recently invited to 

attend the college’s inaugural convocation ceremony held 
on 9 December 2012. The ceremony marks a major and 
positive milestone of the collaboration shared between 
the two institutes.
 
Commenting on his invitation to witness this grand event, Dr 
Quek Jin Jong added, “It is a privilege for me to represent 
NIE Singapore and witness the strong relationship built 
over time. This has also allowed us to help contribute in 
the important efforts of preparing a fresh generation of 
educators who will support the new economy of Abu 
Dhabi. The graduation ceremony is a great testament to the 
growing partnership between ECAE and NIE Singapore. 
My congratulations once more to ECAE and I look forward 
to the positive contributions of these educators in their 
community and country.”

EmIRATES COllEgE fOR ADvANCED  
EDuCATION HONOuRS NIE PROfESSOR

By Public, International and Alumni Relations 

a t the third Global Cities in Education Network (GCEN) 
held in Seattle from 17 to 19 January 2013, Singapore 
was presented as an exemplary case study on 

“Developing and Sustaining High Quality Teachers and  
School Leaders.” The case study was led by Principal 
Investigator, world-renown Professor of Education and 
Nanyang Technological University’s (NTU) first honorary 
Doctor of Education from Stanford University Professor  
Linda Darling Hammond with Associate Professor Low Ee 
Ling as the Associate Investigator.

GCEN organised by the Asia Society (in the United States) 
is a mechanism for educators and decision-makers 
in Asia and North America to collaboratively dream, 
design, and deliver internationally informed solutions 
to common challenges with which education systems 
are currently grappling. Singapore is a member of this 
important network. At the Seattle meeting, Singapore 
was represented by Assoc Prof Low who is Associate 
Dean of Programme and Student Development at NIE’s 
Office of Teacher Education, along with the Ministry 
of Education’s (MOE) Director, Curriculum Planning 
and Development Division (CPDD) Mrs Chua-Lim Yen 
Ching and Mr Chen Zhongyi, Planning officer from the 
Planning Division at MOE. The Singapore team worked 
in collaboration to effectively answer questions posed 

by the international delegates and to proudly showcase 
Singapore’s Education System.
 
Representing NIE, Assoc Prof Low was part of a panel 
addressing a 300 strong audience of American teachers 
organised by the World Affairs Council. She offered 
reflections and challenges ahead for the exemplary 
case studies and participated in a video interview for 
Asia Society on the topic of preparing and sustaining 
high quality teachers in Singapore. At the end of the 
symposium, she welcomed all delegates to Singapore 
as the next GCEN will held hosted in Singapore by NIE 
and MOE.

above: (From left) The Singapore Team; Mr Chen Zhongyi,  
Mrs Chua-Lim Yen Ching and Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling 

above: (Sixth from left): Dr Quek Jin Jong at the ceremony

S’PORE: AN ExEmPlARY CASE STuDY
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t he Physical Education and Sports Science (PESS) 
Academic Group hosted the 7th EW Barker 
Professor, who hails from Loughborough University, 

the United Kingdom from 4 to 15 March 2013.  

Professor Clyde Williams graduated in Chemistry from the 
University of Wales and in Physiology from the University  
and exercise in the USA and Scandinavia showing the 
link between fatigue and glycogen depletion in human  
skeletal muscle. 

Prof Williams has served on the editorial boards and acts 
as a consultant on sport and exercise nutrition to UK 
and European government agencies. He has received 
several honorary awards and appointments locally  
and internationally. 

During his 12-day stay here, Prof Williams also shared his 
insights and research findings and delivered two public 
lectures to coaches, PE teachers, sports scientists, sports 
administrators and academics. 

The first, titled “Food, Nutrition and Exercise Capacity”, 
was held at the SPEX House at the Singapore Sports 
Council on 6 March 2013 at 7.00 pm. This presentation 
examined the contribution of food and nutrition to health 
and exercise capacity, beginning with a closer look at 
the concept of energy balance and how energy is stored 
in times of excess and recruited during times of fasting 
before considering how weight loss diets may work. 

The presentation also studied how macronutrients, 
carbohydrate, protein and fat contribute to energy 
production during exercise of different types and intensities 
in a metabolically strategic way. It also examined how 
newer research may be used to exploit the gene 
nutrient interaction to improve responses to 
exercise training. The presentation concluded 
by considering how our nutritional status and 
substrate availability in the brain may influence  
exercise capacity.

The second, titled as “Adaptations to Training – 
Fitness for Purpose”, was held at NIE’s Lecture 
Theatre 1 on 12 March 2013 at 7.00 pm. This 
presentation included an examination of the 
evidence for the proposed superiority of 
high intensity intermittent exercise over 
traditional endurance training in 
order to improve our understanding 
of ‘fitnessfor purpose’. 
 
It was noted that as the 
physicians of antiquity knew that 
regular exercise leads to an 
improvement in what is generally 
described as ‘fitness’, there are 
many forms of fitness and just as 
many methods of achieving this 
change in our biological status. 
New methods come and go leaving 
in their wake only confusion of not 
only those prescribing exercise 
for health and sport but also the 

7TH EW BARkER PROfESSORSHIP: 
PROfESSOR ClYDE WIllIAmS

public at large. For example, while the traditional view is 
that fitness training is activity specific, recent research 
proposes that brief periods of high intensity intermittent 
exercise (HIIT) improves the physiological and cellular 
markers of fitness in significantly less time than can be 
achieved by traditional endurance exercise training. It 
considered what molecular biology may tell us about 
the benefits of undertaking resistance training as part of a 
programme of physical activity for health. 

During his time in Singapore, 
Prof Clyde Williams enjoyed 
a meaningful exchange with 
NIE senior management, 
staff, academics, alumni 
and students as well as the 
Singapore Sports School, 
Singapore Sports Council 
and external organisations.

right: Prof Clyde Williams gives 
the signal for one of the races

By Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group
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e very year, sometime in the early months, you see 
runners zooming round the National Institute of 
Education (NIE) Triangle with much zest. This year  

on the afternoon of 15 March 2013, speedy runners were 
spotted again!

The runners were of course, racing in the EW Barker 
Challenge, a 4 x 600-metre relay round the Institute’s 
triangular campus grounds. There were four different 
categories for participants – namely SSM/PESS, NIE, 
NTU Closed and Open. The Champion of each category 
proceeded on to the Grand Finals in which they competed 
for the title of the Ultimate Champion. This is an annual 
run held in memory of the late Mr Edmund William Barker: 
Statesman, Scholar and Sportsman.

This year’s event was put together by two EW Barker 
scholars, Mr Lim Sher Jie and Ms Chen Simin, with the 

EW BARkER 
CHAllENgE 2013

help of fellow students reading the Sports Science and 
Management (SSM) programme. The participants enjoyed 
the race thoroughly, in celebration of Mr EW Barker’s 
legacy and contribution to sports!

This event was held in conjunction with the EW Barker 
Scholarships award ceremony. Ms Carla and Deborah 
Barker, daughters of Mr Barker, graced the occasion and 
presented the scholarships to this year’s recipients SSM 
students Ms Cally Lim and Mr Lim Ming Han. 

Prominent guests in attendance included NIE Director, 
Professor Lee Sing Kong and this year’s EW Barker 
Professor, Professor Clyde Williams. 

above: The Ultimate Champions of EW Barker Challenge 
2013, posing for a shot with Professor Lee Sing Kong,  
NIE Director

above: Head of Physical Education 
and Sport Science Academic Group, 
Professor John Wang, flagging off the 
start of EW Barker Challenge 2013.  

above: Volunteers attending a briefing

above: Students and staff from the PESS AG

photos by Mr Lim Sher Jie

By assistant professor Kee Ying Hwa, Physical Education and Sport Science Academic Group



6

the value of international practicum
“The chance for prospective US and Singaporean 
teachers to learn from each other is a critical step to 
establishing international standards of excellence in 
teaching.  In-depth understanding of other cultures is 
a priceless contributor to excellent teaching across  
all subjects.”  
prof Jane Conoley, Dean, gevir tz graduate school of 
education, UCsB, and interim Chancellor, UC riverside 

Quotes from the coordinators and cooperating teachers
“ … we loved having your Singapore students here. 
Everyone who worked with them were absolutely 
delighted and inspired and excited to work with them.  
It was a great experience for us and I hope for the students 
as well. It was very interesting to listen to their insights 
…they were well chosen and certainly represented NIE 
very well.”
tine sloan, Director, teacher education program, gevirtz 
graduate school of education, UCsB 

“The five Singaporean teacher candidates, Mila, Jake, 
Roy, Cheryl and Srijith provided for us at UCSB a lens on 
our local public school educational system. By listening 
to their comparisons describing teaching practices in 
both countries, we gained a deep insight into our own 
strengths and weaknesses. Our adventurous and curious 
Singaporean friends were amazing ambassadors for 
their school (NIE) and their country…” 
peggy Lubchenco, Coordinator,  teacher educat ion  
program, UCsB

“Our elementary teacher candidates embraced … for 
their open and intelligent spirits, curious and creative 
minds, and confident and articulate presentations of self.  
They are wonderful ambassadors for Teacher Education  
in Singapore”.
sarah Jacobs, Coordinator, elementary teacher education, UCsB 

“I benefitted from the experience because I had to 
continually articulate my philosophy on education. This 
caused me to reflect on my practice and opportunities to 
progress. It was also rewarding to know I was advancing 

By Practicum Office, Office of Teacher Education 

p racticum is perceived by student teachers to be one 
of the most valuable parts of their teacher education. 
It enables student teachers to acquire beginning 

teacher competencies. Traditionally, our student teachers 
do all their teaching attachments in Singapore schools. In 
view of the need to develop teachers with an international 
perspective of teaching and learning, and an appreciation 
of Singapore’s and other nations’ education systems, NIE 
has put in place opportunities for our Bachelor of Arts 
(Education)/ Bachelor of Science (Education) student 
teachers to do an international practicum stint with 
leading teacher education institutes such as University 
of California, Santa Barbara, National Taiwan Normal 
University, VIA University College, University College 
UCC, University of Waikato and Zurich University of  
Teacher Education. 

uSA INTERNATIONAl PRACTICum

In November last year, the first batch of five Degree 
student teachers spent five weeks doing their Teaching 
Assistantship at University of California, Santa Barbara 
(UCSB). The experience was a fulfilling one for them and 
their mentors. The staff of UCSB and the Cooperating 
Teachers from the schools appreciated the opportunity 
to question their own practice and articulate their 
philosophy. They also commented that the student 
teachers were good ambassadors for Singapore and NIE. 
They not only had a good attitude but possessed a strong 
repertoire in the classroom, paid attention to details, were 
inquiring, reflective and thoughtful. They have done  
us proud!  

NIE will be sending the next batch of 8 student teachers 
to Denmark in May 2013. We are confident that they will 
fly the flag high for NIE. 

above and below: A memorable experience for the group

above: There was time to explore the sights as well
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the participant’s skill set. My student teacher already 
possessed a strong repertoire in the classroom. She/he was 
polite, respectful, and fully engaged. It was a joy to work 
with her/him.” 
travis Bower, Dos pueblos High school

“Having a foreigner’s eyes watching my practice and 
offering feedback, as well as discussion of how things 
are the same or different in another country were 
wonderful. My student teacher impressed me in many 
ways. He was enthusiastic and curious. Never did he 
seem bored, instead his inquisitive eyes were watching 
and probing and searching and observing all the time. 
His weekly reflection documents showed his excellent 
attention to detail and reaffirmed to me the value of this 
experience to him. Then, he wouldn’t be content with just 
observing, but he went on to think deeply about what he 
was seeing. This was evident in the depth of the analysis 
in his reflection document. He drew many thoughtful 
conclusions and made many meaningful connections...” 
David Haggerty, Dos pueblos High school

Student teachers now have a choice of reading their 
5-week Teaching Assistantship in Aarhus, California, 
Copenhagen, Taipei, Waikato and Zurich, co-supervised 
by our partner universities.

For more details, please visit: 
www.nie.edu.sg/practicum/international-practicum

By Ms Charmaine Jacqueline Chia ,  Academic 
Computing and Information Services

the National Institute of Education (NIE) was awarded 
and admitted as the CIO 100 Honouree 2013 for 
her fifth time during the CIO Conference 2013 held 

on 13 March 2013 at Marina Mandarin, Singapore. The 
award was received by Mr Tan Hoon Chiang, Divisional 
Director, Academic Computing and Information Services 
(ACIS) on behalf of NIE and presented by Mr T.C. Seow, 
Editor, CIO Asia.

NIE is now ranked among Asia’s top 100 organisations 
to have achieved excellence in the strategic use of 
information and communications technology (ICT) for 
business and operations. NIE has been awarded the 
CIO Award in 2003, 2005, 2011 and 2012.

The CIO 100 Award recognises business innovation 
and leadership, and is not a basic technology-oriented 
award. CIO 100 Honourees are chosen as role models 
for other organisations to learn from and emulate in 
achieving long-term strategic success. 

About NIE’s key projects recognised under the CIO 
100 Honouree 2013 Award:
green Data Centre
The NIE Green Data Centre project aims to build a data 
centre that is operationally effective and high energy 
efficient. Designed and certified to the Singapore 
Standards for Green Data Centre SS 564, it was 
successfully completed in December 2012 with the 
relocation of all IT equipment from the old data centre 
at the Computer Services Centre (CSC) to the new data 
centre at basement 1 at the Administration Block.

A gREAT I.T. HONOuR: 
NIE WINS CIO 100  
HONOuREE 2013 AWARD 

nie Mobile and LibGO!
NIE Mobile is an iOS and Android mobile application 
created for visitors, staff and students to keep abreast 
of the activities on NIE. The intuitive and user-friendly 
interface makes it easy for users to navigate and obtain 
the information that they need. LibGO! is created for NIE 
library members to access its services and information 
anytime and anywhere. 

Both mobile applications are available for download at 
the Apple App Store and Google Play store for Android.

about Cio asia Cio 100
The CIO Asia CIO 100 is a prestigious annual listing 
of the top 100 Asian companies that have deployed 
information and communications technology to derive 
the highest strategic value and to yield the greatest 
returns for their key operations and businesses. The first 
CIO 100 and CIO Awards in Asia were organised by 
CIO Asia in 2001. 

For more details, please visit:  
www.cio-asia.com/microsites/cio/cio100_2013/  

above: Mr Tan Hoon Chiang, DD/ACIS receiving the CIO 100 Honouree 
2013 Award on behalf of NIE from Mr T.C. Seow, Editor, CIO Asia 

above: Fun and laughter are de rigeur for practicum too

above: Friendships formed through many great moments shared 
will keep us connected

photo by CIO Asia 
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n IE students got a first-hand experience of the sea-
faring adventures found studying aboard the vessel 
famed for its Semester At Sea programmes. 

On 21 March 2013, several students from the Semester 
At Sea programme visited NIE Singapore to understand 
more about our local teacher education system while their 
ship, named MV Explorer, was docked at the Marina Bay 
Cruise Centre for a night. NIE student representatives were 
present to interact and provide a students’ perspective 
to the trainee teachers’ programme in NIE. Associate 
Professor Ivy Tan, Sub-Dean for Practicum from Office 
of Teacher Education, welcomed the SAS students and 
gave a brief presentation with an insight to Singapore’s  
education system and facilitated our discussion with 
the visitors. It was an engaging discussion where we  
exchanged viewpoints of our education systems and 
debated the merits of each system. 

The SAS students then returned the 
favour by inviting the NIE students 
and staff onboard the MV Explorer for 
a quick tour of the ship. They shared 
with us what student life is like while 
studying on board a cruise ship. 
Professor Charlie Morris, who led the 
SAS students to the NIE campus, 
welcomed us and introduced the 
programmes offered on board this 
moving university. In some ways, we 
were awed by the extensive facilities 
available onboard. As part of the 
semester experience at SAS, their 
students have opportunities to see new 
cultures, develop new perspectives 
and have unique hands-on learning 
experience that authentically defines  
global education. 

STuDY AHOY

above: The group of foreign students on their visit at NIE

Below: NIE staff and students enjoyed a good tour of the vessel

Semester At Sea (SAS) is a multiple country study abroad 
programme that allows university undergraduate students 
from all over the world to live and learn on a passenger ship 
outfitted as a globe travelling university for a semester.  
It provides the opportunity for shipboard education that 
allows you to study while visiting countries all around the 
globe for an undergraduate exchange experience like  
no other. 

As we disembarked from the ship at the end of the day, 
the general feeling was one of happiness, at having the 
opportunity to make new friends; and excitement, to 
hear and see this unique way of living and learning. This 
interaction with the students from SAS and visit to their 
ship is one that we would remember. 

By Mr ng Jia Jun Justin, President, 22nd Trainee Teachers’ Club Executive Committee
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Of ENCHANTmENTS  
AND HAPPIlY EvER AfTERS

agroup of enthusiastic staff, armed with many 
good ideas and passionate hearts volunteered to 
contribute and lead staff welfare activities in NIE. 

Officially taking over the reins on 1 April 2012, they were 
well-aware that the task at hand would include planning 
and executing a number of staff welfare activities on 
campus for the entire Financial Year 2012. 

Juggling their regular workload and many other official 
duties, they quietly went about planning a slew of 
activities for NIE colleagues. Over the course of the year, 
many ideas surfaced. However, the challenge from the 
start was to organise staff welfare activities which would 
draw excitement and buzz and leave quite a lasting 
impression on NIE colleagues.

staff Lunch 2013
The SWRFC had a lot of fun planning and organising the 
staff lunch. There were so many ideas shared for possible 
themes. However after much deliberation, it was decided 
that the theme for the NIE Annual Staff Lunch on 16 
February 2013 would be “Happily Ever After… Fairytales 
and Enchanted Creatures”. On the day of the staff lunch, 
colleagues came dressed in an array of costumes. There 
was the Queen of Hearts, a Mad Hatter, wizards, royalties 
and princesses. Our NIE Director, Professor Lee Sing 
Kong, wore a wizard’s hat with a wand in his hand during his  
walk-in. The SWRFC members also wore attractive 
costumes such as Dorothy from Alice in Wonderland, Peter 
Pan, Little Red Riding Hood and the woodcutter to name a 
few. An attractive array of lucky draw prizes including the 
top prize of a MacBook Pro was also up for grabs. It was 
wonderful to see so many colleagues at the staff lunch  
having a great time.

above: The “Enchanted” SWRFC Members in the their magical 
costumes at the NIE Annual Staff Lunch 2013

Many more surprises
Finally, on 26 March 2013, NIE played host to the 
NTU Chinese Traditional Medicine team who gave an 
informative talk on how to prevent and manage back 
and neck pains. After the talk, packet lunches were 
distributed to the attendees. On the same day, 200 
lucky colleagues were also treated to blockbuster movie 
tickets that were distributed to them.

According to Mr Novindarjit Singh, Chair of the 2012 
SWRFC, it has been a wonderful experience and a 
privilege to contribute to NIE through the various staff 
welfare activities and events. Time also flew by quickly 
in the midst of everything.

As the saying goes, all good things must come to an end. 
As the current team bows out gracefully, another team of 
enthusiasts led by Ms Sharlene Anthony, are ready to lead 
the staff welfare initiatives and activities in NIE. All the best 
to the new team and we wish them every success!

inset: Thril led and jubilant winners of the Best Costume 
category, Psychological Studies Academic Group and Office 
of Academic Quality Management colleagues

By assistant professor Myra Bacsal and Mr novindarjit singh, Early Childhood and Special Needs Education 
Academic Group 
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Below: The SASSE Executive Committee members with Acting 
Minister for Manpower and Senior Minister of State, Ministry of 
National Development, Mr Tan Chuan-Jin 

t he Singapore Association of Social Studies Education 
(SASSE) was set up in 2011 to promote the teaching and 
learning of Social Studies in Singapore schools. Led by 

the executive committee comprising teachers, curriculum 
officers, and NIE staff including Assistant Professor Ho Li-
Ching, Ms Karen Chan, Ms Lai E-von, and Ms Jasvinder Kaur, 
SASSE has organised numerous well-attended workshops 
and seminars for social studies teachers in Singapore. 
Continuing in its focus area of promoting critical and active 
citizenship, SASSE kicked off its 2013 programme with a 
seminar held at Nan Hua High school on 2 February 2013. 
The seminar was very well received and was attended by 54 
participants from more than 16 secondary schools.

For the first part of the programme, educators had the 
opportunity to engage in a frank and open discussion on 
government policies with Mr Tan Chuan-Jin (Acting Minister 
for Manpower and Senior Minister of State, Ministry of National 
Development). In this closed-door session, participants were 
able to gain insights into policy making and deliberations 
within the Singapore government. There was also a question 
and answer session which saw participants asking the 
Minister for his views on a range of topics from the by-election 
results to the conservation of Bukit Brown and the future of 
politics in Singapore.

For the second part of the seminar, Professor Keith Barton, 
a prominent social studies educator from Indiana University 
and one of SASSE’s most generous and enthusiastic 
volunteers, shared how writing could be used as a tool for 
learning and provided participants with strategies for making 
writing a more productive activity in Social Studies. 

THE SINgAPORE ASSOCIATION Of SOCIAl STuDIES 
EDuCATION SEmINAR 2013 WITH mR TAN CHuAN-JIN 
AND PROfESSOR kEITH BARTON

above: Professor Keith Barton conducting the Humanities  
Writing Workshop 

above: In-conversation with the Acting Minister for Manpower and 
Senior Minister of State, Ministry of National Development

By assistant professor Ho Li-Ching and Ms Jasvinder Kaur, Singapore Association of Social Studies Education 
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Last year drew to a fruitful close for the UNESCO-
NIE Centre for Arts Research in Education (CARE). 
The last quarter of 2012 saw CARE representatives 

participating in the Taichi Traditional Music Award, 
hosting delegates from the Kazakh National Pedagogical 
University at NIE, and attending the UNESCO Network 
Annual Meeting. 

In October, Assistant Professor Lum Chee Hoo, Head 
of CARE was invited to be a member of the final jury for 
the Taichi Traditional Music Award - a bi-annual event 
that is jointly sponsored by the China Conservatory and 
Taiji Traditional Music Foundation. Held in Beijing, the 
awards are given to individuals and social groups all 
over the world who have made outstanding contributions 
towards the performance, inheritance, theoretical studies, 
and/or dissemination of traditional music. CARE and 
Asst Prof Lum are happy to be part of this convocation 
that celebrates the efforts of individuals and groups in 
conserving and passing on practices and knowledge of 
traditional music. 

Together with professors from VPA, CARE had the 
pleasure of hosting Professor Aktolkyn Kulsarieva, Vice 
Chancellor of the Kazakh National Pedagogical University 
and her team for a cultural exchange at NIE on 1 and 2 
October 2012. They toured the NIE campus, observed 
lessons in Visual Art, Music, and Drama, and shared 
lively dialogues with the VPA faculty. The CARE Team 
also had the chance to present preliminary findings from 
our ongoing projects Images of Practice (by Asst Prof 
Lum), and Community Drumming Network (by Dr Pamela 
Grace Costes-Onishi). The highlight of the delegation’s 
visit was the signing of an MOU between the two 
universities. In light of the successful cultural exchange, 
Professor Aktolkyn extended an invitation to Head VPA 
Assistant Professor Eugene Dairianathan; Visual Art  
co-ordinator, Mr Paul Lincoln; and Head CARE, 
Asst Prof Lum to present their thoughts 
on arts education in the 21st Century at the 
Kazakh National Pedagogical University last  
year, November. 

Asst Prof Lum was also invited to Yamaguchi 
University, Japan in early December to present 
at the 6th East Asian International Academic 
Forum where he spoke about globalisation 
and traditional culture from the perspective of 
music education in Singapore. 

Last but not least, CARE attended the 
UNESCO Network of Arts Education 
Observatories annual review and planning 

inset: The UNESCO Network of Art Education Observatories

Below: Delegates from the Kazakh National Pedagogical 
University and Professors from VPA

meeting in Bangkok on November 15th and 16th. The 
meeting was an opportunity for each observatory to 
present activities conducted in the last year, for the  
network to update and follow up on current research 
exercises, and to discuss in detail future network  
activities and research agenda. 

During the meeting, CARE presented an update of its 
activities. This included the upcoming research project 
on generalist and specialist art and music teachers in 
Singapore under the purview of Dr Onishi. The presentation 
concluded by inviting members of the UNESCO network 
to join the Arts Education Conference - 9th Asia-Pacific 
Symposium of Music Education Research (AEC-APSMER) 
conference. This conference will be co-hosted by CARE 
and the Singapore Teachers’ Academy of the Arts (STAR) 
from 17 to 19 July 2013 in Singapore. 

Next, the consolidated results of the Policy Mapping 
Research that the Network and its observatories 
undertook in 2012 were presented by the UNESCO 
Observatory for Research in Local Culture and Creativity 
in Education (RLCCE) of Hong Kong Institute of 
Education. There was a lively roundtable discussion of 
ideas on how the data may contribute to the direction 
for the network’s research focus in 2013. Emerging from 
the discussion is a unanimous decision to create a one-
time publication on the best practices of Arts Education 
Teachers. The publication will be a collaborative effort 
of all the observatories and will resonate the goals and 
strategies of the Seoul Agenda through evidence-based 
case studies. For more information about the AEC-
APSMER conference, please visit: www.arts2013.sg

A gOOD START fOR CARE

By Ms tai shuxia, Ms Lu shanhwa and Mr Donn emmanuel gonda, UNESCO-NIE Centre for Arts Research  
in Education
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n IE congratulates colleagues who have been recognised  
for their dedication and efforts in the past year. A total of 27 
outstanding individuals received the 2012 Nanyang Award 

in three categories. They are for Service, Excellence in Teaching, 
and Teamwork. 

In conjunction with the inaugural ‘Celebrate NTU!’ annual event, 
the Nanyang Awards Ceremony was held on 12 March 2013  
at the Nanyang Auditorium after the State of the University  
Address. The Awards give the highest recognition to faculty, staff 
and students who have made remarkable contributions to the 
University 23 faculty members and three teams were among the 
award recipients. 

The Awards Presentation Ceremony was presided by Professor 
Bertil Andersson, President, and Professor Freddy Boey, Provost, 
Nanyang Technological University. Award trophies and certificates 
were handed to the recipients by Prof Andersson and Prof Boey. 
Faculty, staff, students, family members and friends of the award 
recipients were present to celebrate the joyous occasion. Here, these recipients take time out to share their 

experiences and thoughts on receiving the award...

I believe in bringing out the best in my students by providing them with 
a positive and nurturing learning environment – one that encourages 
them to engage actively, think critically, and learn collaboratively, 
without feeling threatened intellectually or emotionally. It gives me a 
great sense of achievement when students leave my class brimming 
with confidence and enthusiasm to pursue the subject further and 
being able to make connections between what they learn in class 
and their real-world experiences. I thank all my students for this award 
and for recognising my sincerity, genuine care about their learning,  
and efforts in making the atmosphere during my lessons conducive for 
them to be open, spontaneous, and creative.

“

“

NIE RECIPIENTS
Of NTu NANYANg
AWARDS 2012

assistant professor Lwin soe Marlar, english Language 
and Literature academic group

At the start of each module, I will share with my student teachers my philosophy 
for teaching: ‘As a maths teacher, you don’t teach maths. You teach STUDENTS.’ 
Then I will try to follow my own philosophy closely. At the end of each module,  
I will tell them the famous starfish story, adapted from Loren Eiseley. You cannot 
save all the starfish, but it made a DIFFERENCE to the one that you saved: the 
idea of saving one starfish at a time. I am so elated when some of my former 
student teachers emailed me occasionally to say that they are still teaching 
students, ‘saving’ one student at a time… Getting this award is not the end, but 
it is just the beginning because, to borrow ACS motto, the best is yet to be! I 
would like to thank my wife Ivy for her constant support and encouragement, and  
my former teacher and current colleague Dr Yap Sook Fwe, who is  
a mentor to me at my workplace.

“

“

Mr Yeo Boon Wooi, Joseph, Mathematics and Mathematics 
education academic group

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

photos by Nanyang Technological University
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Here, these recipients take time out to share their 
experiences and thoughts on receiving the award...

While it is often said that it is strong leadership that enables a team to achieve great success, no leader would be 
able to pull off outstanding achievements without the dedicated support of their team! The hard work of the entire 
23rd IBO Organising Committee certainly paid off and we did Singapore proud in putting up an IBO that many 
regular country coordinators described as ‘best IBO that they have ever attended’!

“

“
“

Below: Assoc Prof Shirley Lim (front row, fourth from left) and 
the IBO organising committee members

associate professor ismail rahil, Humanities and 
social studies education academic group

NIE RECIPIENTS
Of NTu NANYANg
AWARDS 2012

“
Initially, I thought it was a good prank but of course I am now deeply honoured by the recognition. 
Crucially, I would like to think that the accolade was also for my AG, Humanities and Social Studies in 
Education as any form of effective teaching originates from the support and cooperation of all members 
of the Academic Group: both the teaching faculty and support staff. I am fortunate to be able to teach 
a subject I care deeply: history. To be able to lecture and tutor a subject that you love is not just ‘work’ 
but it can be incredibly exhilarating and sustaining through the years. I am committed to the principle 
that I will not short-change my students in their right to have an education that empowers them to think 
critically of myriad issues within and beyond their immediate interests. I am also a firm believer that a 
teacher does not just ‘teach’ but have much to learn from their students as well.

associate professor shirley Lim, Co-Chair of the 23rd international Biology olympiad 
organising Committee

By Public, International and Alumni Relations
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NIE STAFF AWARDS 2012

excellence in 
teaching award
Dr Choong Kok Weng
ALC

Mdm roszalina Bte rawi
ALC

Miss Lucy oliver 
Fernandez
CTL

asst prof Bacsal rhoda 
Myra garces
ECSE

Mdm thana Luxshme 
thaver
ECSE
asst prof soe Marlar Lwin
ELL
Dr Jason Loh Kok Khiang
ELL
Dr ng Chiew Hong
ELL
Dr Yeo Kah sin, Dennis
ELL
assoc prof rahil 
Bte ismail
HSSE
Ms seow ing Chin 
Dorothy tricia
HSSE
asst prof shanti 
Divaharan
LST
asst prof Choy Doris
LST
asst prof Ho Weng Kin
MME
Dr paul Maurice edmund 
shutler
MME
Mr Yeo Boon Wooi, 
Joseph
MME
assoc prof Chew  
shit Fun
NSSE
asst prof teo Yong Chua
NSSE
Mr tan ter Ming timothy
NSSE
assoc prof teo-Koh 
sock Miang
PESS
asst prof Chow Jia Yi
PESS
assoc prof David ng 
Foo seong
PLS
Dr Lee Boon ooi
PS
asst prof Lum Chee Hoo
PS

excellence in 
service award
Mdm Ho Yen Yen, 
rebecca
NSSE
Mr Kwek Beng Kiat, 
Dennis
CRPP
Mr Kho soon Chai
DED
Mr tan Chee peng, 
andrew
DED

Mr Lim tow seng
DED
Mr Zaw Min
DED

excellence 
in service 
Commendation
Ms Lee peh Chye, June
LSL
Mdm Li Dongdong
PS
Mr toh nguk Hwee, David
NSSE
Mr Chang Kok Wah, rick
CUS
Mr ng teck Chye, Jeffrey
CUS
Mr neo Wei Jian
CUS
Mr tan Wee siang, Marvin
CUS
Mdm Quek siew eng, 
Michelle
MME
Mrs Low Chwee tee  
nee sze
MME
Mdm rodziah Bte  
abdul rahman
MME
Mr ngo Hong tat
MME
Mr Mohamed Fadzli  
Bin Mohamed 
MME
Mr ang Kheng Yeong
MME
Dr Chew Liang ru, 
Chelsea 
PS
Ms Kamsina alfia  
Bte Jumari
PIAR
Dr Kit phey Ling
PS
Miss Lee Jingpei, Melissa
PESS
Mr Lee Lai ek
CSC
Ms nur salfiny  
Bte Johan
SSC
Mdm seow Yan, Janice
ALC
Dr tan Liang see
OER
asst prof Vicente Chua 
reyes Jr
PLS

Long service award

10 Years in service

Dr sa’eda Bte Buang
ALC
Ms Lim seok Lai
ALC
Mr Kwek Beng Kiat, 
Dennis
CRPP
Mr Chan Chee Yeen 
Melvin
CRPP

Mr Chandra sekaran 
rajavel
CSC
Mr nedunchezhiyan 
soundararajan
CSC
Mr sivakumar s/o 
selvarajoo
CSC
assoc prof sim Boon Yee 
Jasmine
CTL
Mr Zaw Min
DED
assoc prof Lim Heng 
Fook, Levan
ECSE
Ms Jo ann shek
ELL
Mdm Koh Bee Hua, 
Jasmine
FIN
Mrs Chan-Chew Lay pin
HRD
Mr Mohd redzuan Bin 
Hussin
CSC
Dr Koh noi Keng
HSSE
Miss Chee Min Fui
HSSE
Mdm rehana Banu d/o 
abdul Halim
LIBRIS
Mdm thu Jan phin 
Clarice
LIBRIS
Mr Khong Chee Wai
LIBRIS
Mr soo Wan Yuen
LSL
assoc prof Quek Choon 
Lang, gwendoline
LST
assoc prof Wang Qiyun
LST
prof Looi Chee Kit
LST
assoc prof Wong  
Khoon Yoong
MME
Mr Yeo Boon Wooi, 
Joseph
MME
Dr Mok Chiu-Fui, Joyce
NSSE
Mr Mohamad Yazid Bin 
Hassan
NSSE
Mr goh Kok Liang
NSSE
asst prof Lee peng Foo, 
peter
NSSE
asst prof tan Lik tong
NSSE
Mdm tan Leh Hwa
OTE
assoc prof Liu  
Woon Chia
OTE
assoc prof Wong Koon 
siak, Benjamin
PLS
Dr Kang Lu-Ming, trivina
PLS
Mr eric peter stead
VPA

Miss Charlene Delia 
Jeyamani rajendran
VPA

15 Years in service

Mr pua tee Wee
ACIS
Mdm seow Yan
ALC
assoc prof seetha 
Lakshmi
ALC
Mrs Loan-ng Bee Lan
CeL
Mr ng Kim Chew
CeL
Miss Khoo eng Luan
CSC
Mr Lee Ho Kiat
CSC
Mr Chan Wai Mun
CSC
Ms saniati Bte suib
CUS
Mr Hong Keng siang
CUS
Mdm Lee Hwee ann
ECSE
Mr Mark James Wilkinson
ELL
Miss Lim siew Koon
FIN
assoc prof Chang  
Chew Hung
GPL
Ms Yee Hui Mei
HRD
Ms Chia peck Leng
HRD
assoc prof Kalyani 
Chatterjea
HSSE
Mr M Jegatheesan
HSSE
Mdm Lee Yong Cho
LIBRIS
assoc prof Cheung  
Wing sum
LST
Mdm tan geok suan
NSSE
assoc prof Lee Yew Jin
NSSE
assoc prof tan tuck Lee, 
augustine
NSSE
Ms santhaletchmi d/o 
subramaniam
PLS
Dr Lee Boon ooi
PS
Dr Wong shyh shin
PS

20 Years in service

assoc prof Heng Huan 
gek, Mary anne
CTL
Miss Lim Low Lan, 
shirley
ELL
Mdm Lee siew Kheng, 
sally
FIN

Ms Leong Lai Chee, 
Joyce
HRD
Ms tazila Bte sufa’at
LIBRIS
Mrs Chew-ooi Lian ping
LIBRIS
Miss Lucy ng Moey soon
LIBRIS
Mr abdul Kamal Bin 
ahmed
LST
Mrs Lim-ang ah Buan
NSSE
assoc prof Cheah  
Horn Mun
Seconded to MOE

25 Years in service

Mr razak Bin abdul 
Hamid
FIN
assoc prof teo-Koh  
sock Miang
PESS

30 Years in service

Mdm Faridah Bte taib
ELL
Mr Cheng Kok Hua
LST
Mrs tok-tan Kok Mui
OTE
Mdm Vasanthi d/o 
Marimuthu
PESS

35 Years in service

Mrs Low Chwee tee  
nee sze
MME
Mrs Chan-Chua  
Lee Kiang
NSSE
Mdm Jaiton Bte ibrahim
PS

Moe seconded staff

Mrs pearlyn gan (Lim  
Li gek)
MME
Years of Service : 10 years
Mdm Kiren Kaur d/o 
ratan singh
ELL
Years of Service : 15 years
Dr teh Laik Woon
OER
Years of Service : 20 years
Mr Wong oon Hua
MME
Years of Service : 30 years
Dr Boon suan Loy Zoe
PLS
Years of Service : 30 years
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By Public, International and Alumni Relations

associate Professor Low Ee Ling, NIE’s Associate 
Dean for Programme and Student Development 
was invited by Mayor Dan Sullivan from Anchorage, 

Alaska to speak on the topic of “A Portrait of Great 
Teachers: The Singapore Story” at the “Great Teacher 
Colloquium” organised by the non-profit organisation 
Education Matters from the 25 to 26 April 2013. This 
Colloquium and Education Matters emerged from the 
“Mayor’s Education Summit”, a year-long effort convened 
by Mayor Sullivan to engage educators, key thought 
leaders from throughout the Anchorage Community 
and the public in order to improve outcomes for all of 
Anchorage’s 50,000 K-12 students. Assoc Prof Low spoke 
alongside Dr Pasi Sahlberg, the Director-General for the 
Centre for International Mobility and Cooperation and an 
expert on the Finnish education model. The intention was 
to introduce participants to radically different models of 
teacher preparation and professional development in 
order to expand their thinking about approaches they 
might adapt in Anchorage. In subsequent meetings, 
participants will develop specific plans for reforming and 
improving teacher recruitment, training, and professional 
development in Anchorage.

Assoc Prof Low addressed two sets of audiences, one 
at the luncheon meeting attended by top business and 
community leaders and the delegates of the Great 
Teacher Colloquium which brings together the Mayor,the 

Education Commissioner, the district superintendents, 
teacher educators, teachers and student teachers in 
the same room. She highlighted the qualities of great 
teachers she has come across during her school going 
years and covered Singapore’s teacher recruitment, 
preparation, evaluation and the differentiated professional  
development and career journeys in preparing what has 
become known internationally as “Singapore’s Great 
Teachers”. Day Two’s panel tapped on her expertise to 
suggest Singapore system initiatives that could be scaled 
up for implementation.

W hy (Not) Literature indeed! Instilling within our 
students the need and skills to appreciate 
Literature so as to ensure its revival in Singapore 

was the main goal behind this year’s theme of the NIE 
Literature Conference. The English Language and Literature 
Academic Group at NIE came forward to organise this 
conference to convince students and educators alike 
that Literature has indeed much to offer our nation and  
its global citizens. 

The event, which took place on 25 January 2013 at the 
Executive Centre, NTU@One North campus, saw an 
overwhelming response from Literature teachers of 
various secondary schools who were interested to share 
and learn innovative teaching practices and literature 
pedagogy. The keynote speaker for the conference was 
Distinguished Professor Judith Langer from SUNY Albany 
and author of Envisioning Literature and Envisioning 
Knowledge. She had the audience enraptured as she 
called upon teachers to help their students build their 
own individual envisionment and understanding of literary 
texts. Students need to constantly probe and question 
their understandings thereby “exploring” and “expanding” 
“horizons of possibilities”.

Following the keynote address, participants were 
divided into different working sessions according to the 
6 thematic strands of the conference. These working 
sessions were helmed by NIE Literature staff and teachers 
from various schools as well as Prof Judith Langer and 
Prof Arthur Applebee. A common theme that ran through 
most of the working and sharing sessions was the idea 
of designing student-centered instruction which evokes 

WHY (NOT) lITERATuRE?

responses from students’ understandings, engagement 
and experience with texts. Highlights of the conference 
included a multi-disciplinary inquiry into The Merchant of 
Venice, Shakespeare in Singlish!, and the possibilities 
and challenges of integrating Language and Literature. 
The conference was also the occasion for the launch of 
the book, Teaching Literature in Singapore Secondary 
Schools, an edited collection of articles by secondary 
school teachers, MOE officers and NIE scholars on 
Literature education and pedagogy.

Overall, the conference was a success as participants 
agreed that they had learnt numerous interesting, useful, 
and relevant strategies with which to engage students and 
to keep the flame of literature alive in Singapore.

fROm THE EquATOR TO THE NORTH POlE

Below: (From left): At the Mayor’s Office: Dr Pasi Sahlberg, Assoc 
Prof Low Ee Ling and Mayor Dan Sullivan

above: Keynote speaker, Prof Judith Langer

By Ms punitha ramanathan and Ms Mariam Hakeem with associate professor angelia poon, English Language 
and Literature Academic Group
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t he e-Fiesta is an annual event organised by 
the Centre for e-Learning. Held on 30 January 
2013, this year’s theme was Open Learning. In his 

opening speech, Professor Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director, 
indicated how NIE should participate and respond to the 
changing education landscape. He cited MIT, Harvard, 
and other Ivy League universities who offer courses 
through open learning platforms in order to make 
quality education accessible to learners beyond their 
institutions and across the globe. 

Open learning is a global movement in which educational 
institutes seek to make education accessible to all. These 
programmes are delivered online and published gratis via 
the Internet. Our keynote speakers Mr Suan Yeo, Google 
Education (APAC) challenged educators in his speech, 
Education: Now Open, and Mr Brant Knutzen, University 
of Hong Kong provided insights on Open Education.

The open learning efforts in NIE showcased at e-Fiesta 
included the use of iTunes U, Open Wonderland, Moodle, 
Open Educational Resources/Creative Commons and 
Google Apps for Education.

CeL acknowledged the following contributions to Mobile 
Learning, which was the theme for e-Fiesta 2012.

app Contributors: 
• Dollar Dash, Humanities and Social Studies Education 

Academic Group, Dr Koh Noi Keng;
• mGeo, Humanities and Social Studies Education 

Academic Group, Associate Professor Kalyani Chatterjea; 
•	 Well Said, English Language and Literature Academic 

Group, Dr Mary Ellis, Ms Chan Hsiao-Yun, and Associate 
Professor Low Ee Ling.

E-fIESTA 2013

SOCIAl EmOTIONAl lEARNINg 
a one-day seminar on Social Emotional Learning 

(SEL) to empower teachers’ SEL practices was 
held at NIE on 15 November 2012. Associate 

Professor Jessie Ee of the Psychological Studies 
Academic Group and the Principal Investigator of two SEL 
research projects welcomed the audience emphasising 
it is imperative that teachers and educators recognise 
the importance of infusing SEL in their curriculum areas 
as it is a key aspect of developing children’s holistic 
education for the 21st century.  Both Assistant Professor 
Mingming Zhou and Assoc Prof Jessie Ee presented 
their SEL research findings. Among the highlights, 
both the primary and secondary data showed that self-
awareness, social awareness, self-management and 
relationship management predicted responsible decision 
making. Also, metacognition mediates the relationship 
between these social emotional competencies (SECs) 
and academic achievement.  

The seminar not only provided some implications for 
classroom practices but also introduced two established 
evidence-based overseas programmes in nurturing 
students’ SEL. They are Second Step and Ripple Effects. 
Second Step creates research-based social-emotional 
learning materials which has helped children in 70 
countries. Ripple Effects has won 29 major awards 

for software in promoting SEL. The seminar also had ten 
exhibition booth vendors and publishers providing SEL 
teaching aids, activities, programmes and learning materials 
for participants. 

The feedback from the seminar 200 participants (pictured 
below) were positive and many indicated that they gained 
much insights on how SECs can be infused in the school 
curricular and in impacting pupils’ academic behaviours and 
performance. A primary teacher shared that the seminar 
provided her “a wealth of practical ideas to plan her CCE 
curriculum for 2013”. Most of the audience mentioned they 
found the research findings insightful and useful as “there 
was a good mix of research and applications”.

By associate professor Jessie ee and assistant professor Mingming Zhou, Psychological Studies Academic Group 

By Ms rachel H tan, Centre for e-Learning

app Collaborators for mVideo: 
Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic 
Group, Associate Professor Wong Khoon Yoong, Mr Wong 
Oon Hua, Mr Ho Foo Him, and Mr Yeo Boon Wooi Joseph; 
English Language and Literature Academic Group, 
Assistant Professor Csilla Weninger; Early Childhood and 
Special Needs Education Academic Group, Mrs Joanna 
Tay-Lim Kim Hoon, Mrs Mercy Karuniah Jesuvadian, and 
Ms Sarinajit Kaur.

The full e-Fiesta presentations and videos are available 
at http://bitly.com/efiesta2013. To get involved in open 
learning, please contact the Centre for e-Learning at  
cel@nie.edu.sg
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above: The Body and the Web logo 

right: Asst Prof Ho Li-Ching and Assoc 
Prof Mark Baildon after the presentation

ITAlIAN INTERACTION

inset: The opening session at Salone dei Cinquencento, 
Palazzo Vecchio, Italy

a ssistant Professor Ho Li-Ching and Associate 
Professor Mark Baildon from NIE’s Humanities 
and Social Studies Education (HSSE) Academic 

Group were invited to present at The Body and the 
Web: Tools for Intercultural Learning Conference held in 
Florence, Italy from 28 February to 2 March 2013. 

Organised by Fondazione Intercultura in partnership with 
the International Association for Intercultural Education, the 
conference focused on the ways digital tools and networks 
are creating opportunities for intercultural connections and 
intercultural education. The conference examined how 
digital tools and onlinespaces are being used by young 
people, the nature of participation and communication in 
online environmentsand the extent to which they support 
or impede physical interaction and intercultural exchange 
between people from different backgrounds.

Workshop presenters from universities and organisations 
in the UK, Poland, Turkey, Greece, Italy, Israel, Canada, 

By associate professor Mark Baildon, Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group

and the US presented on topics ranging from building 
online collaboration between people and cultures, digital 
identities among youth, opportunities for intercultural 
exchange in early childhood education, the role of media 
in enhancing linguistic and intercultural competence, 
and intercultural communication skills in the digital age. 
Plenary presentations were translated into either English 
or Italian for audience members. 

In their workshop titled, “Geographies of Online Spaces 
and Intercultural Citizenship”, Drs Ho and Baildon explored 
the potential of social media spaces for public voice among 
diverse youth in Singapore. With workshop participants they 
critically examined the kinds of participation promoted by 
four very different websites aimed at youth in Singapore and 
the ways these sites addressed the issue of immigration in 
Singapore. By analysing these sites, participants considered 
the ways online participation is shaped in Singapore 
by its political and multicultural social contexts as well as 
implications forcivic and intercultural education. 
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a team of NIE consultants were in Kuwait from 23 
to 29 March 2013 to conduct a comprehensive 
Diagnostic Study of Kuwait’s education system. 

By Dr nick aplin, Physical Education and Sport Science Academic Group 

F ive academic staff from NIE (listed below) contributed to a new 
publication entitled “Southeast Asian Personalities of Chinese Descent 
– A Biographical Dictionary”. 

The contributions are found in the first volume consisting of 605 entries 
of Southeast Asian personalities of Chinese descent who have played 
significant roles in modern and contemporary Southeast Asia. The entries 
are arranged in alphabetical order by name. The second volume consists 
of Indexes and Glossary for readers and researchers who would like to 
find a person inVolume I even if they do not know his or her name. 

Published by the Institute of Southeast Asian Studies (ISEAS) in November 
last year, Volume I was edited by Professor Leo Suryadinata with a foreword 
by Professor Wang Gungwu. A total of 177 scholars and specialists in 
each of the ten Southeast Asian countries were commissioned to do the 
research and writing. 

associate professor Chia Wei Khuan (Vpa) contributed 
four entries on luminaries from the creative world: Choo 
Hoey (1934 - present) the founding conductor of the 
Singapore Symphony Orchestra, Chua Ek Kay (1947 
- 2008), Lim Hak Tai (1893 - 1963) and Liu Kang (1911 - 
2004). He accepted the invitation to contribute mainly 
because he had followed the Art and Music scene 
closely in Singapore since the 1960s. Besides some 
personal contact he had with the artists or their families, 
he also interviewed people who had worked closely  
with them. 

assistant professor ivy Maria Lim (Hsse) contributed 
three entries on veterans of the business world: Ong 
Beng Seng (1946 - present) – a reclusive and media 
shy businessman, Tang Choon Keng (1901 - 2000), 
better known as CK Tang, a leading business man and 
entrepreneur, and Mr Wee Cho Yaw (1929 - present) a 
banker and community leader.

Dr neo peng Fu (aLC) contributed three entries, two 
of them on prominent educators. First, Chuang Chu 
Lin (1900 - 1973), who was the founding Principal of 
Chung Cheng High School and later the acting Vice-
Chancellor at Nanyang University. Second, Wu Teh Yao 

CONTRIBuTIONS fROm NIE ARE:

inset: A discussion with NIEI staff

kuWAIT STuDY

A BIOgRAPHICAl DICTIONARY

(1916 - 1994), who was actively involved in the project 
on teaching Confucianism as a curriculum of moral 
education. Neo’s third entry highlighted Ly Sing Ko (1914 
- 1996) who was an influential journalist of the Chinese 
press in Singapore. 

associate professor angelia poon Mui Cheng (eLL) 
contributed to the encyclopedia with an entry to 
the Singapore poet, Lee Tzu Pheng (1946 - present). 
Lee Tzu Pheng is perhaps best known for her poem, ‘My 
Country and My People’ and was awarded the Cultural 
Medallion, the nation’s highest honour for contribution to 
the Arts, in 1985.

Dr nick aplin (pess) contributed entries on ten iconic 
sports personalities. 
Chan Ah Kow (1912 - 1996)
Pat Chan (1954 - present) plus siblings
Chee Swee Lee (1955 - present) 
Chia Boon Leong (1925 - present)
Choo Seng Quee (1914 -1983)
Neo Chwee Kok (1931 - 1987)
Ong Poh Lim (1923 - 2003)
Henry Tan Yoke See (1943 - present)
Tang Pui Wah (1933 - present)
Grace Young (1962 - present)

By NIE International 

This was in response to an invitation from the Assistant 
Undersecretary for Planning and Information, Kuwait’s 
Ministry of Education. A series of focus group discussions 
and interviews were held with the group of stakeholders 
(totaling about 100 participants) of the Kuwait Education 
system which includes the ministry officials, principals, 
teachers, parents and students. 

Prior to the fieldwork visit, a questionnaire survey with the 
ministry officials, principals and teachers (about 3,000 
respondents) was also carried out in Kuwait from 5 to 21 
March 2013. The data from the Questionnaires, Focus 
Group Discussions and Interviews will be collated and 
analysed to come up with a report to identify the gaps 
and decide on the crucial areas to implement change 
within Kuwait’s education system.
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By Ms rachel H tan, Centre for e-Learning

two academics at the National Institute of Education 
(NIE), Singapore are breaking new ground in  
open learning. 

itunes U:
Responding to the call by Centre for e-Learning last year, 
Associate Professor Chang Chew Hung from the Humanities 
and Social Studies Education Academic Group reimagined 
learning with the use of iTunes U for teaching Geography. As 
a faculty member, the decision to create learning content on 
iTunes U was motivated by “a professional need to develop 
NIE’s reputational capital”. On a personal level, Assoc Prof 
Chang wanted “to provide alternative learning modes for 
his students”. His explorations led to new perspectives in 
developing learning materials through iTunes U. 

Watch Assoc Prof Chang discussing the Affordances of 
iTunes U, http://atcel.info/open-itu

open Wonderland:
In her pursuit to create “dynamic learning environments for 
collaborative business applications and interactive, multi-
user simulations,” Dr Koh Noi Keng from the Humanities and 
Social Studies Education Academic Group explored the 
use of an open virtual 3D environment, Open Wonderland, 
to simulate real world experiences for learners. Working 
closely with CeL, she developed the concept of a virtual hotel 
and virtual shopping mall to teach Elements of Business 
Skills. In the virtual shopping mall, shoppers interacted  
with one another and engaged in problem solving. In the 
virtual hotel, students practiced communication skills in 
handling guests at the reception. Watch Dr Koh share Virtual 
World Simulation for Learning, http://atcel.info/open-ow

The adoption of both open platforms, iTunes U and Open 
Wonderland, are initiatives of the Centre for e-Learning. 

For more information about these platforms, go to:  
http://atcel.info/nie-itu and http://atcel.info/nie-ow

OPEN lEARNINg TRAIl BlAZERS

above: Assoc Prof Chang Chew Hung
Below: NIE iTunes U, http://bit.ly/nie-itunesu

Below: Dr Koh Noi Keng Below: Virtual hotel for teaching Elements of Business Skills
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mANAgEmENT AND 
lEADERSHIP IN SCHOOlS

i t is surprising how much one can change in a course 
spanning only four months in length. It is also surprising 
how educators from extreme ends of the experience 

spectrum all find room to grow, and with the same 
breath leave the programme as more informed, if not  
better managers. 

That is the elegance of the Management and Leadership 
in Schools (MLS) programme. In balancing the thought-
provoking talks that spark inquiry with the informative 
lectures that enrich the mind, the instructional programme 
caters to managers new and old. 

Also, in creating space for individuals to reflect on their 
personal management journeys whilst providing ample 
room for collaborative projects in authentic school settings, 
the programme structure allows deep introspection and 
real-world application to occur simultaneously.

Amongst its numerous benefits, the MLS has triggered 
in me a strong desire to connect theory to my personal 
practice, to keep questioning the assumptions that I hold, 
and to never stop asking myself what is best for my school. 

Thanks to MLS, my department currently works closely 
with NIE’s Learning Sciences Lab to explore the benefits 
of Productive Failure in our A-level Mathematics lessons. In 
addition, it also operates with a much more comprehensive 
and well-rounded professional development framework to 
enhance the learning of my teachers. 

Just like me, many graduands leave the course with 
their own sets of lessons and renewed lens on education 
matters. They have also, albeit to varying extents, seen to 
fruition numerous improvements in the irrespective schools.

For all its intellectual offerings in sharpening our 
management and leadership competencies, the four-
month MLS course is above all a place where we have 
come to find kinship in a common cause. Personally, 
I have met many and have also befriended numerous 
fellow educators who share a good heart for students, 
who have a common deep passion for education, and 
who most of all live for something greater than ourselves.

above: (Third from left) Mr Jaron Pow with his colleagues (from 
left) Mr Mohd Azman Bin Mohd Sidek, Vice-Principal (SEL); Ms 
Staniselaw Chin and Mr Zachary Lim

Below: Mr Jaron Pow, Head of Department, Mathematics, Millenia 
Institute with his students

By nie alumnus, Mr Jaron pow tien Min, Millennia Institute
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Management and Leadership in Schools (MLS) is a 
17-week programme to develop middle-level leaders 
to expand their roles beyond departments and take on 
direct leadership for teaching and learning in school. 
It rides on the strengths of the successful Leaders 
in Education Programme and the former Diploma in 
Departmental Management Programme.

name school

Mr Mark Gerald Ng  
Chih-Yuan

Anglo-Chinese Junior 
College

Mr Lim Chye Fook Catholic Junior College

Mr Jaron Pow Tien Min Millennia Institute

Mr Koh Chit Siong Pioneer Junior College

Mdm Seow Lek Mooi 
Grace

Yishun Junior College

The Team Awarded the Dr J.M. Nathan Memorial Prize for 
Curriculum Project (pictured below):

Management and Leadership in schools 
graduation Ceremony
On 26 February 2013, 169 graduands from the MLS 
programme were presented with certificates and awards 
from Guest-of-Honour Mr Wong Siew Hoong, Deputy 
Director-General of Education (Curriculum), Ministry of 
Education at the MLS Graduation Ceremony.

Five outstanding graduands have received this year’s  
Dr J.M. Nathan Memorial Prize for demonstrating the 
highest level of standard in their Curriculum Project titled 
“Infusing the Critical Thinking Skills of Mathematics in 
Service Learning”.

The ceremony recognised the remarkable performance 
of Mr Jason Pow Tien Min, who was both the Valedictorian 
and winner of the Dr Ruth Wong Medal.

NIE would like to thank all tutors, principals and staff who 
graced the event and congratulations to all recipients of  
MLS 2013!

Left: (From left) Mr Mark Gerald 
Ng, Mr Jaron Pow, Prof Paul Teng, 
Dean, Office of Graduate Studies 
and Professional Learning; 
Guest-of-Honour Mr Wong Siew 
Hoong, Deputy Director-General of 
Education (Curriculum), MOE; Prof 
Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE; Mr Koh 
Chit Siong, Mdm Grace Seow and Mr 
Lim Chye Fook  

above: Ms Merle Angela Nagrampa (2nd from left) with fellow 
teachers and students of Culiat Elementary School

in the Philippines, especially in Metro Manila, each 
teacher manages 50 to 70 pupils. Teachers are having 
a hard time delivering their lessons and performing 

other tasks.

However, recent studies conducted by Southeast Asian 
Ministries of Education Organisation, Regional Center 
for Educational Innovation and Technology in our school 
found out that Peer Teaching is a strategy that works in  
educating pupils.

Peer Teaching involves training several pupils in each 
class and letting them lead and teach  other pupils. This 
gives each pupil an opportunity to impart what they’ve 
learnt and understood about their lessons and reduces 
the teachers’ work load. In addition, pupils get to develop 
their communication skills and self-confidence.

Pupils find learning from peers fun and exciting, and also feel 
more comfortable asking their peers questions. It resulted 
in a positive learning environment, increasing cooperation 

PEER TEACHINg IS fuN...
and participation amongst pupils and contributing to the 
development of their skills and knowledge.

By Ms Merle angela s. nagrampa, Culiat Elementary School, The Philippines
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By Public, International and Alumni Relations

The year 2013 marks a time of great celebration for NIE as she celebrates 
the latest accolade bestowed on Director, Professor Lee Sing Kong, from 
Teachers College (TC), Columbia University, USA. 

The College’s highest honour given, he received the College’s Medal 
for Distinguished Service in its Doctoral Hooding Ceremony held at the 
prestigious Cathedral of St John the Divine in Manhattan, New York on 22 
May 2013. 

Professor Lee now joins a league of illustrious past recipients of the Medal 
– including Archbishop Desmond Tutu; Madam Hao Ke-Ming, one of the 
leading architects of China’s education system; Dr Freeman Hrabowski, 
President of the University of Maryland, Baltimore County; and Professor 
William Bowen, past President of Princeton University and President Emeritus 
of the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation. 

The depth and width of his experience resonates in Prof Lee’s achievements 
thus far. Prior to this award, Prof Lee’s most recent achievements were on 12 
March 2013 where he received the NTU Nanyang Award 2012 for Service 
from NTU President, Professor Bertil Andersson and on 10 December 2011 
in Vietnam where he also received the Medal of Honour for the Cause of 
Education in Vietnam at a national conference to mark the success of its 
National Training Programme for School Principals. The medal was presented 
by Vietnam’s Vice Minister of Education and Training, Professor Bui Van Ga.

To date, Prof Lee’s other accolades include the Public Administration Medal 
(Bronze) (1981), Save Planet Earth Merit Award (1992), Asian Innovation 
Award (Bronze) (1998), Chevalier dans l’Ordre des Palmes Academiques 
(1999), National Technology Award 2000, Urban Agriculture Award 2000, 
Excellence for Singapore Award 2001, Singapore Innovation Award 2001, 
Public Administration Medal (Silver) (2004), Fellow of the Singapore 
Institute of Biology (2005), NUS Distinguished Alumni in Science Award 
(2009) and the Public Administration Medal (Gold) (2011). 

EvENT

CAlENDAR Of EvENTS
DATE vENuE CONTACT

5th IEA International Research Conference

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony

The 9th Asia-Pacific Symposium on Music 
Education Research (APSMER) 2013 and The 
2013 Arts Education Conference (AEC)

Management and Leadership in Schools 
(MLS) Graduation (Jan 2013 Intake)

Higher Degree Award Ceremony

National Day Observance Ceremony and 
Runway NIE 2013

26 - 28 June 2013

9 - 12 July 2013

17 - 19 July 2013

24 July 2013

1 August 2013

7 August 2013

NIE Singapore

Nanyang 
Auditorium, NTU
Republic 
Polytechnic

NIE Singapore

NIE Singapore

NIE Singapore

Dr Boey Kok Leong                                            
email kokleong.boey@nie.edu.sg
Mrs Audrey Lam                                                                  
email cheausim.chiang@nie.edu.sg
Ms Tai Shuxia
email shuxia.tai@nie.edu.sg

Ms Cindi Chiam                                                             
email layhoon.chiam@nie.edu.sg

Mrs Jessica Tan-Wong                                                                                                     
email jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

Ms Rosnizawati
email rosnizawati.sani@nie.edu.sg

SummA Cum lAuDE

right: NIE Director, Prof Lee 
Sing Kong, is the second Asian 
to receive the Teachers College 
Medal of Distinguished Service


