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T he September quarterly publication of NIE News 
reminds us why we belong to a leading institute 
of distinction. 

Take, for instance, our great celebration of the more than 
2,000 new professionals who have entered the teaching 
fraternity in the Special Feature on Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremonies held in July (pages 14 and 15). Or the 
education researchers, policy-makers and educators who 
gathered for a symposium that discussed the meaningful 
outcomes in early childhood research and pedagogies 
(page 23). 

A quick glance at the Corporate Development section tells 
us how the recent ARAHE Congress provided Asia Pacific 
Home Economics educators a forum for showcasing 
improvements in important teaching outcomes for students 
in the region (page 4). 

The colourful activities reported on pages 6 and 7 show 
the Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group students, 
staff and faculty collaborating to present interesting 

editor’s say
exchanges amongst their peers and the public. Meanwhile, 
the steady stream of prominent visitors we have been 
welcoming on-campus (pages 8 and 9) stands testament 
to the significant contributions our staff are making towards 
making Singapore’s education system even more vibrant. 
This is most evident with the iconic event recently when 
we welcomed Her Royal Highness, Princess Maha Chakri 
Sirindhorn of Thailand, and her delegation, to NIE on page 10. 

We are thus happy to chronicle these events over the past few 
months and to theme this edition, our “Growing Excellence” 
issue. Symbolised by the visual of a guiding compass that 
points to the constant North, it is our way of acknowledging 
NIE’s passion. 

It is timely to recall the words of former US President Calvin 
Coolidge: “All growth depends upon activity. There is no 
development physically or intellectually without effort, and 
effort means work.” May these pages resonate with you and 
capture the strong commitment we all share in the NIE.

I wish you happy reading.
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Malay GraCe aNd 
Values Workshop 2013

on 6 June 2013, a Malay Grace and Values workshop 
was held in NIE for a group of participants, namely 
AGAB (Anugerah Guru Arif Budiman, prestigious 

awards recognising excellent Malay teachers) recipients, 
Master Teachers and officers from the Curriculum Planning 
and Development Division, Ministry of Education (MOE).

The workshop was jointly organised by the Malay Language 
and Culture Division (MLCD), Asian Languages and Cultures 
Academic Group and the Malay Language Learning 
and Promotion Committee (MLLPC), MOE, Singapore.

This one day training session was organised as an 
extension of the Malay Grace and Values Camp conducted 
last year for over 60 primary five students. This is also 
another collaboration effort by MLLPC, MOE and the MLCD 
that hope to impart current research and issues pertaining 
to Malay grace and values to participants. 

By Madam nor Hanisah Saphari, Malay Language and Culture Division, Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Manpower, Mr Hawazi Daipi graced the occasion 
and started off the event with a welcoming speech. The 
first part of the workshop featured three speakers. MLCD 
Head, Associate Professor Hadijah Rahmat, commenced 
this section by sharing her research and vast knowledge 
on Malay grace and values. Madam Nor Hanisah Saphari, 
a teaching fellow at the MLCD, presented her case study 
surveyed at the camp in 2012 while an NIE Master student 
shared her group’s assignment for PDCM course project 
(MML817 Literature Education) on Value Education  based 
on Malay Literature texts.

The second segment of the workshop saw the participants 
discuss in groups and put forward project ideas on how 
to impart values and grace to students in schools. These 
ideas will then be developed and shared with other Malay 
teachers. At the end of the session, a Curriculum Planning 
and Development Division representative from MOE 
briefed on a one-year arrangement schedule where 
participants will in turn conduct similar workshops to other 
Malay language teachers at the zone level.

left: Assoc Prof Hadijah Rahmat delivering her talk on the Philosophy 
and Strategy of teaching Malay Graciousness and Values  

Below: Mr Hawazi Daipi giving his welcome speech
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To dispel the misconception and assumption of Home 
Economics as an unimportant curriculum subject, 
some 200 academics, educational leaders and 

policy makers gathered at the 17th Biennial International 
Asian Regional Association for Home Economics 
Congress 2013 from 15 to 19 July 2013 to share their 
research and experiences.

Held at the Grand Copthorne Waterfront Hotel, it was 
jointly organised by the National Institute of Education, 
Singapore and Association of Home Economists, 
Singapore with the support of the Ministry of Education.

Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 
of Education and Ministry of Manpower, officiated the 
opening ceremony.

What started out as a subject to educate and empower 
women in the early years has now come to be an inclusive 
subject that is seen as essential for both genders in 
academia. Themed as “Home Economics Literacy: 
Investing in our Future” this year, experts discussed the 
increasing importance of the subject’s values and life skills 
for today’s society where the ‘latch-key child’ syndrome is 
commonplace.

The week-long Congress and activities saw participants 
dissecting the pedagogies on Home Economics to learn 
more about new research, discuss educational policies 
and practices.

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

By Ms rachel H Tan, Centre for e-Learning

Above: Chef Eric Low conducting a local culinary workshop 
for Congress delegates at the Family and Consumer 
Sciences Foods Lab

Below: Google Apps for Education Certified Trainer, Mr Wan 
Fareed, engaging with the participants

More thaN CookiNG

learNiNG Week for staff 
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The Centre for e-Learning (CeL) team conducted 
a five-day, blended workshop in May 2013 for 
NIE research, administrative, and technical staff. 

The theme for the inaugural series was “Increasing 
Productivity With Google Apps.” 

Participants from Library and Information Services Centre, 
Human and Social Studies Education Academic Group, 
Finance, Strategic Planning and Corporate Services, 
Public, International and Alumni Relations and NTU 
explored open tools to improve workflow and increase 
productivity. CeL facilitators demonstrated ways 
to work seamlessly and collaboratively; collate, share, 
and update data; create surveys and collect responses; 
and manage Knowledge Management Systems using 
Google open tools. 

One participant, an NIE department head, commented 
that “it’s an eye-opening experience” and found Google 
Apps simple to use. Other participants expressed interest 
in using these tools for knowledge management.

Tune in for our next Learning Week with other productivity 
tools such as Dropbox, Evernote, and social media tools 
like Facebook and Google+.

For more information on the 2013 event, go to 
http://bit.ly/NonAcadLearningWeek



The English Language and Literature (ELL) 
Academic Group at National Institute of Education 
(NIE), Singapore hosted the NIE-ELL Postgraduate 

Conference (PGC) on English Language, Literature and 
Education on 25 April 2013. 

This year’s PGC marked the fourth time the conference 
has been held since it started in 2010. The theme, 
“Exploring English Language and Literature through 
Teaching and Research”, reflects on the on-going efforts 
of ELL to promote research within the English Language 
and Literature teaching fraternity and, in particular, to 
emphasise the importance of focusing on the nexus 
between teaching and research. It was attended by 
more than 80 local and international students as well as 
faculty members. 

Associate Professor Rita Silver, Deputy Head of Research, 
ELL, opened the PGC by warmly welcoming the 
conference participants as well as faculty members. 
Dr Caroline Ho, an English Language Specialist at the 
English Language Institute of Singapore, Ministry of 
Education, then delivered her plenary address, “Teachers 
Engaged in School-based Research: What, Why and How 
this Impacts Teaching and Learning in Literacy Contexts”, 
to an engaged audience.

The conference then proceeded with the parallel sessions 
which featured more than twenty graduate students from 
across the programmes, MA, MEd, PGDELT and PhD, 

explaining their work to a diverse and appreciative 
audience. Papers ranged from theoretical explorations 
of language learning issues and innovative curriculum 
design to practical classroom applications. 

The one-day conference provided a platform for 
postgraduate students to showcase their research 
endeavours as well an avenue to cultivate and strengthen 
relationships among postgraduates from different 
programmes. The next conference will be held in 2014.

literary exploratioNs
By English Language and Literature Academic Group Postgraduate Conference Organising Committee 2013
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Above: Dr Caroline Ho draws important points in literary contexts 

Above (left): Assoc Prof Rita Silver officiates the event opening 
with a welcome address

talkiNG arts

Above: Assoc Prof Eugene Dairianathan leading the discussion on 
music cultures

Two academics from the National Institute of 
Education (NIE) Singapore Visual and Performing 
Arts (VPA) Academic Group, namely Associate 

Professor Eugene Dairianathan and Assistant Professor 
Lee Chee Keng, were at the Library@Esplanade to 
share their insights about the changes in art education 

By Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group 

over the years as well as the power of arts education in  
fostering communities. 

Organised by the Ministry of Education and NIE, the 
two talks were part of the event titled “Growing the Arts 
Education Community in Singapore” held on Saturday,  
1 June 2013. 
 
Assoc Prof Dairianathan was the first speaker. He led a 
discussion on music-making and music appreciation in 
different cultures and subcultures within Singapore. Titled 
“Musics of the Singapore Community”, he discussed the 
deployment of resources for the study of music, and the 
development of music curriculum that would encourage 
communities to stay connected. His presentation also 
recorded some strategies which include teacher-preparation 
courses, school music textbooks and teachers themselves 
as an agent and agency in this continuity. 

While the second speaker, Mr Lim Kok Boon, Programme 
Director of the Singapore Teachers’ Academy for the Arts, 
gave a talk titled “Contemporary art in Singapore”. Asst 
Prof Lee rounded up the half-day event with an explorative 
talk about how the fundamental elements of drama and 
the question of “what has drama got to do with us” affected 
us in the context of education. He also discussed how we 
have grown to accept the drama that has become part of 
our daily living.  

They also shared about the upcoming Arts Education 
Conference and Asia-Pacific Symposium on Music 
Education Research that took place from 17 to 19 July 2013.
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on 19 August 2013, the Art Gallery was the venue for the 
opening ceremony of the NIE Art Collection. 

Entitled “Where Do We Come From? What Are We? Where Are 
We Going?”, the exhibition showcased works that explored 
the history and development of art creation and education  
in Singapore. Some of the pieces on display came from notable 
artists such as Mr Goh Beng Kwan, Mr Chong Fah Cheong and  
the late Mr Chua Ek Kay.
 
NTU President Professor Bertil Andersson, who was the Guest-
of-Honour, admired the works as he took a slow stroll around the 
gallery along with NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong.

There were also exemplary works from art teachers and  
their students. Ms Oide Kei and Ms Deborah Ong (pictured below), 
both aged 12, were the youngest artists present at the  
exhibition and enthusiastically explained the concept behind 
their masterpieces to curious onlookers.

Nie art ColleCtioN lauNCh 

Above: Prof Lee Sing Kong and Prof Bertil Andersson 
studying an interesting art sculpture in great detail...

inset: These three work of arts share two generations of mentorship

… while some enjoyed the use of 
colour on the art works

By Public, International and Alumni Relations
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Cultural CoMMoNs
when a group of 41 students and faculty staff from The Hong 

Kong Institute of Education (HKIED) arrived at National Institute 
of Education (NIE), Singapore in early May, they were treated to 

an exhilarating journey by student teachers and faculty from the Music 
department of the Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) Academic Group. 

Beginning with an unscripted taste of a class run by Dr Dennis Yeo 
Kah Sin from NIE’s English Language and Literature Academic 
Group, he held their attention with his interactive workshop with a 
group of students at the “void deck” of the NIE Art Gallery. Then a 
traditional Javanese Gamelan immersion workshop was conducted 
at the VPA-Music World Music Room. It was run by team leader Ms 
Carmen Chan, ably facilitated by Ms Naomi Sum, Ms Jasmine Peh, Mr 
Derek Khor and Ms Phyllis Loe (VPA Music studens) with VPA-Music 
faculty in attendance. This proved to be a great platform as noted by  
HKIED students:

Dr Mok On Nei Anne, one of three HKIED Department of 
Cultural and Creative Arts faculty members present, echoed 
her students’ sentiments. She said: “We always enjoy coming 
to NIE because it provides the perfect opportunity to hold in-
depth teaching experience workshops – ones that inspire 
further programme knowledge of the Arts and sharpens  
our sensitivity to unique cultural nuances. Our student 
teachers will return home having gained more ways to 
dissect information for varied audiences.” 

Visitors were treated to a lecture on Southeast Asian 
Music History by Associate Professor Larry Francis 
Hilarian after lunch, followed by a presentation of 
HKIED staff and student projects that was attended 
by NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, VPA faculty, staff  
and students. 

The HKIED group spent 15 days in Singapore as part 
of a summer programme. The visit to NIE was one of six  
immersion visits. 

By Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group 

“ Well prepared workshop! The student tutors are 
familiar with the instruments and the teaching is 
joyful. The instruction is clear as well.

I greatly appreciate what Carmen taught and 
prepared for us. She explained things very 
clearly, plus she took care of everyone during  
the workshop.

I would say the gamelan workshop is a brand 
new experience for me. I feel positive after 
the workshop even though I don’t know music 
(because I am a visual art student), I have 
tried to play the instruments in the workshop.  
More importantly, I can feel the instructors’ great 
passion for music and teaching; it makes the 
majority of us enjoy the workshop.

“

corPorATe DeVeloPMenT

nie’s Student Services is now available online at the one-stop portal! 
Just log onto www.nie.edu.sg, simply click on the “Got a Question? Ask Us!” 
badge at the righ t-hand bar (pictured right) of the website and choose any of 
the listed issues that you need answers to.  

Or, log onto: nie.custhelp.com/



proMiNeNt Visitors

Hosted by the Office of Teacher Education, the senior 
management team from VIA University College visited NIE 
in April 2013. Comprising of Prof Harald Mikkelsen, Rector, 
Prof Peter Friese, Pro Rector, Prof Asbjorn Andersen, 
University College Director, and Prof Erik Hygum, Director 
of Faculty of Education and Social Studies, the team had 
a full two-day itinerary that saw them visiting schools 
and spending time in NIE meeting colleagues in various 
departments and observing a physical education class 
led by Dr Thomas Browne from Physical Education and 
Sports Science Academic Group. 

Below: (From left) Mrs Fauzia Khan (fourth) and her delegation with Prof 
Paul Teng (fifth), Dean, Office of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning; (second) Assoc Prof Govindasamy Balasekaran, Deputy 
Head and Asst Prof Swarup Mukherjee from Physical Education and 
Sports Science Academic Group (third); and Assoc Prof Benjamin 
Wong Policy and Leadership Academic Group (eighth)

Mrs Fauzia Khan, Minister of State for School Education, 
Government of Maharashtra, India, led a delegation to NIE 
on 3 May 2013 to hear more about NIE’s programmes in 
leadership and physical education teacher education. 

11 to 12 April 2013

Senior Management of ViA University 
college, Denmark

3 May 2013

Minister of State for School education, 
government of Maharashtra,  
republic of india

inset: The senior management team of VIA University College, Denmark visited NIE on 11 to 12 April 2013, following an MOU and MOA 
signed last year between the two institutes for student exchange
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Above: (From left) Her Excellency, Lamis Alami (sixth); His 
Excellency, Fariz Mehdawi (seventh) and Palestine officials with Prof 
Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director (fifth); Assoc Prof Philip Wong (extreme 
left), Assoc Dean (Pedagogical Development and Innovations), 
Office of Teacher Education; and Mr Chan Tee Miang (extreme right), 
Divisional Director, Corporate Planning and Development

NIE hosted a visit by Her Excellency Lamis Alami, Minister 
of Education and Higher Education, Palestine National 
Authority on 7 June 2013, who was accompanied by 
His Excellency Fariz Mehdawi, Ambassador, Embassy 
of Palestine in Indonesia, and officials from the Palestine 
government. The delegation was briefed on NIE’s Initial 
Teacher Preparation programmes and also visited the 
collaborative classroom in NIE during their visit. 

Dr Sieng Sovanna and Dr Neau Vira, the Director and 
Deputy Director of National Institute of Education 
Cambodia visited NIE from 22 to 23 July 2013 to find 
out more about NIE’s programmes and curriculum as 
part of their study review. Apart from a meeting with Prof 
Lee Sing Kong, Director, and touring of NIE facilities, Dr 
Sovanna and Dr Vira also met with Assoc Prof Maureen 
Neihart, Head, Office of Academic Quality Management 
and Head, Psychological Studies Academic Group; 
Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Assoc Dean (Programmes and 
Student Development), Office of Teacher Education, Dr 
Zhang Yenming, Policy and Leadership Studies Academic 
Group, and Dr Lee Boon Ooi, Psychological Studies 
Academic Group.

left: Dr Sieng Sovanna (left) with Prof Lee Sing Kong

Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director, hosted a visit by  
Mr Eddie Ng Hak-Kim, the Secretary for Education, and 
delegation from the Hong Kong Education Bureau on 30 
July 2013. The delegation was interested in finding out 
more about NIE’s teacher training programmes and the 
Leaders in Education Programme, as well as to visit the 
Classroom of the Future.

7 June 2013

Palestine education Minister

22 to 23 July 2013

Director and Deputy Director,  
nie cambodia

30 July 2013

Hong Kong Secretary for education

left: Ms Yeoh Hui Shih, Manager, Classroom of the Future (COTF), 
explaining to Mr Eddie Ng (centre, seated on red chair) on the 
navigation of the COTF smart tablet
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Nie WelCoMes her royal hiGhNess
priNCess Maha Chakri siriNdhorN
By Public, International and Alumni Relations
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it was a momentous occasion at the National Institute of 
Education (NIE), Singapore on 15 August 2013 when 
Her Royal Highness, Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, 

visited the campus grounds with her delegation. 

Welcomed warmly by NIE Director, Prof Lee Sing Kong 
and staff, the first stop on the NIE visit was a guided 
tour of the Classroom of the Future. This was followed 
by presentations by Mr Sin Kim Ho, Deputy Director 
(Sciences), from the Ministry of Education on Singapore’s 
education system and curriculum and by Prof Lee who 
shared about the Initial Teachers Preparation programmes 
provided for a professional career in teaching. 

At the end of the presentations and a lively question-
and-answer session, Her Royal Highness and Prof Lee 
exchanged momentos to commerate the visit. In her note 
to NIE’s Official Guestbook (pictured right), Her Royal 
Highness also noted how she was keen to return to NIE to 
learn more about teacher training. 

NIE was one of the stops in Her Royal Highness’ 3-day 
visit to Singapore to study the education system and 
vocational pathways. Other institutes she visited included 
ITE College East, NUS High School of Mathematics and 
NorthLight School.

We are honoured to have hosted Her Royal Highness, 
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn and her delegation and 
look forward to her return.

inset: (From left to right) Mr Sin Kim Ho, Deputy Director (Sciences), MOE; His Excellency Marut Jitpatima, Thailand Ambassador to Singapore; 
Her Royal Highness Princess Sirindhorn;  Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE; Mrs Chua Siew San, Singapore Ambassador to Thailand



Above: Ms Anne-Berit Kavli, Chair of 
IEA, provides an overview

Below (left): Members of the organising committee who made the conference possible

Below: (Third from left) Dr Hans Wagemaker, Prof Lee Sing Kong, and Prof Berinderjeet Kaur (extreme right) with other keynote speakers

Below: Prof Berinderjeet Kaur 
delivers keynote address

Global
researCh
By Dr Shaljan Areepattamannil, Office of Education Research

right: Dr Hans Wagemaker,  
Executive Director of IEA,  
provides an overview of IEA IRC 2013

researchers from across the globe gathered at the 
National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore for 
the 5th International Research Conference (IRC) 

of the International Association for the Evaluation of 
Educational Achievement (IEA) in June this year.

The IEA IRC 2013, hosted by NIE, provided an international 
forum for researchers working with IEA data sets to 
present their research findings and exchange views on 
critical educational research issues in a comparative and 
global context.

Research findings of the IEA studies were presented along 
these thematic strands: Trends in International Mathematics 
and Science Study, International Civic and Citizenship 
Education Study, Progress in International Reading 
Literacy Study, Teacher Education and Development Study 
in Mathematics, International Computer and Information 
Literacy Study, and other older IEA studies.

The contributed papers included within-country studies 
of background factors behind educational attitudes or 
achievement; comparative studies of factors related 
to achievement across multiple countries; and studies 
pertaining to methodological issues and problems in 
cross-national surveys of educational achievement.

In addition to the contributed papers, the conference 
included keynote addresses by eminent scholars in the 
field of comparative and international education research, 
including Prof Larry Hedges (Northwestern University), 
Prof Eckhard Klieme (German Institute for International 
Educational Research), Prof Michael Martin (Boston 
College), Prof Ina Mullis (Boston College), and Prof 
Berinderjeet Kaur (NIE). 

In conjunction with the conference, a series of free two-day 
training workshops on the use of large-scale assessment 
data was conducted.
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a NeW beGiNNiNG
on 5 August 2013, the new July 2013 intake of student 

teachers filled the Nanyang Auditorium for the 
Director’s Grand Welcome ceremony. 

The NIE corporate video was shown first, which was 
followed by a warm welcome speech from NIE Director 
Professor Lee Sing Kong. While he inspired them to push 
the boundaries in their learning journey, he also advised 
them to adopt a code of conduct for themselves. As 
social media ever a ‘watchful’ eye in the public domain, 
he reminded the students that they should assume 
acceptable behaviour as they were ambassadors of NIE.

The trainee teachers club publicised about their activities 
soon after before a vibrant dance performance by Dance 
Fuzion (pictured above) concluded the ceremony. We 
wish all our student teachers a fruitful learning journey 
with us at NIE!

Below: All smiles from our new batch of student teachers
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The youngest fold of NIE student teachers who were welcomed into 
the July 2013 intake certainly enjoyed a packed week of exhilarating 
activities and games. From 5 to 11 August 2013, this was their 

Freshmen Orientation Camp organised by various NIE Student Clubs and 
Academic Groups.

Organisers made sure that carefully constructed clues and hints led these 
Freshmen on a myriad of exciting adventures across Singapore. Venturing 
round the island republic’s iconic landmarks and recreation features, the 
happy campers dashed to the finish lines all in the name of team-bonding 
and good ol’ fun.

Though the routes put forth were physically challenging, many found this a 
great way to mark the start of their school year. Especially with the unique 
chance to forge new friendships through the rousing good times. Since 
there were no divisions between academic specialisations, each group 
also had a healthy share of student teachers from different backgrounds.

Each task also meant working closely with each other and sharing their 
special interests to solve a specific challenge. Some of the interesting 
locations included Old Airport Road Hawker Centre, East Coast Park and 
even shopping malls like Vivocity. By Sunday, the participants left camp with 
smiles on their faces and probably quite a few funny stories to share too.

We hope that the laughter and adventures will continue throughout their 
time at NIE and wish them all the very best!

Below: Zooming towards the next checkpoint

Below: Great exuberance from our freshmen

freshMaN ahoy!

13corPorATe DeVeloPMenT
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to teaCh  
froM the heart
The NIE Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony (TIC) held from 

9 to 12 July 2013 at NTU’s Nanyang Auditorium saw 
the graduation of 2,037 newly qualified teachers. From 

the four ceremonies, a total of 33 award recipients were also 
honoured for their outstanding achievements.

Guest of Honour, Minister for Education, Mr Heng Swee 
Keat perhaps left graduands concluded his congratulatory 
speech with an inspiring piece of advice: “As you take the 
Teachers’ Pledge later during this ceremony, I encourage 
you to remind yourself of your motivations for joining the 
teaching profession. Hold fast to your belief that every child 
can succeed, your desire to help every child succeed, your 
sense of identity as a teacher and your commitment to the 
teaching profession. Let these be your compass in guiding 
you how to think, feel and act as a teacher. Live the motto to 
lead, care and inspire.”

NIE Director, Professor Lee Sing Kong was confident that 
the graduands would be excellent mentors in their new 
professions. He said: “It is my belief that all of you can make 
the difference in preparing our children and young adults 
to embrace change, stay resilient and be successful in a 
constantly changing and complex world.” He ended off with 
a wise quote from American poet Robert Frost that read “I 
am not a teacher, but an awakener.”

For Mr Tan Wei Xiong, who received a Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education (Secondary) and three awards, he is relishing 
the prospect of bringing the Chinese language alive with his 
own blend of fun and interactivtiy. The motivation is shared 
by Ms Clara Lim, who left the finance sector to respond to 
her calling of teaching young children through music. She 
graduates with a Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary) 
and is a recipient of the Justice Choor Singh Book Prize. 

Congratulations to all our student teachers and award winners!

inset: (Second from left) Mr Heng Swee Keat, 
Minister for Education, with award winners from Ceremony 1

Mr Tan wei xiong, 
Valedictorian, 
Ceremony 1 

“Never stop trying to make an impact on your 
students, but when things don’t go your way, 
have patience, and always keep the faith.” 

Ms clara lim,
Valedictorian, 
Ceremony 2

in the wise words of Mother theresa,  
“you can do what i cannot do. i can do what you 
cannot do. together, we can do great things.”



15SPeciAl FeATUre

Mr wan Yong Quan irvin, 
Valedictorian, 
Ceremony 3 

“trials produce 
perseverance; perseverance 
produces character; and 
character produces hope.”

Ms clara lim,
Valedictorian, 
Ceremony 2

inset: Ms Indranee Rajah, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry 
of Education with award winners from Ceremony 4

“Whatever struggles we had, …let us recognise 
that these are not just mere memories; they 
are lessons. the most important lesson is that 
success does not come easy.”

Ms S Srija, 
Valedictorian,  
Ceremony 4

(Seventh from left): Ms Chan Lai Fung, Permanent Secretary (Education Policy), Ministry of Education; Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior 
Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower; Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE with award winners from 
Ceremony 3

left: (Fourth from left) Ms Sim Ann, 
Senior Parliamentary Secretary, 
Minister of Education and Ministry of 
Communications and Information with 
award winners from Ceremony 2
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NIE congratulates colleagues who have been bestowed with the National Day Honours 2013 by the President 
of the Republic of Singapore in recognition of their contributions to education in Singapore and their dedicated 
service to the Institute, the University and the nation.

Nie reCeiVes 
NatioNal day hoNours

Photos by: Mr Julian Low 

Top: (From left) Assoc Prof  Teo-Koh Sock Miang, Assoc Prof Michael Charles McNeill, Prof David Hung Wei Loong, Mrs Seah-Lee Moi Fong,  
Assoc Prof Hadijah Bte Rahmat
Bottom: (From left) Assoc Prof Lim-Teo Suat Khoh, Ms Kamsina Alfia Bte Jumari, Mdm Radha Bai d/o Thavarajoo, Mrs Tay-Sung Bee Eng, 
Mrs Jasmine Gay and Ms Joey Lim Li Ling

Public Service Star

Associate Professor Teo-Koh Sock Miang
Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group 

Public Administration Medal (Silver)
 
Professor David Hung wei loong
Associate Dean, Education Research
Office of Education Research
 
commendation Medal 
 
Mrs Seah-lee Moi Fong
Head, Student Services Centre
Office of Academic Administration and Services

Mrs Tay-Sung Bee eng
Senior Assistant Head, Human Resource
Human Resource Department

efficiency Medal

Ms Joey lim li ling
Officer
Psychological Studies 

Ms Jasmine gay Bee Kiong
Senior HR Executive
Human Resource Department 

long Service Medal
 
Associate Professor lim-Teo Suat Khoh
Associate Professor
Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group 

Associate Professor Hadijah Bte rahmat
Associate Professor
Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

Associate Professor Teo-Koh Sock Miang
Associate Professor
Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Associate Professor Michael charles Mcneill
Associate Professor
Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Ms Kamsina Alfia Bte Jumari
Officer
Public, International and Alumni Relations

Mdm radha Bai d/o Thavarajoo
Officer
English Language and Literature Academic Group



Despite a sudden drizzle just before the commencement of the National Day 
observance ceremony, it was not enough to dampen the spirit of the NIE 
community. Dressed in red and white, faculty staff and student teachers 

gathered around the campus triangle to celebrate Singapore’s 48th birthday. 

The activities started with a march-in of 275 student representatives and the 
singing of the National Anthem. NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong unveiled 
a huge photo collage entitled “Many Stories, One Singapore, One NIE” that 
was prepared by the Staff Welfare and Recreation Fund Committee. After 
the ceremony, staff helped themselves to some light refreshments before 
proceeding to the main event.

The ever popular “Runway NIE” took centrestage next. Around 45 student 
representatives from the different first year Group Endeavours in Service 
Learning (GESL) groups strutted their stuff on the catwalk. Decked out in 
a array of colourful costumes made out of various recycled materials, the 
crowd were wowed by the vibrancy and creativity of the ‘models’. They 
were clearly impressed by the sheer amount of effort made to make these 
costumes. The judges certainly were spoilt for choice and had a hard time 
choosing a winner! 

Kudos to the organisers and participants who worked hard to make this 
event possible!

NatioNal pride 
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Clockwise: Amazing colours and details came into play

By Public, International and Alumni Relations



top hoNours

nIE is proud to acknowledge the outstanding achievements 
of two recent Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony July 2013 
graduands who were given top honours at the NTU 

Convocation Ceremony recently.

For receiving the Koh Boon Hwee Scholars Awards:

Mr wan Yong Quan irvin Bachelor of Arts (Education),  
wishes to honour:
•	 Mr Lee Keng Hua, Victoria Junior College
•	 Assoc Prof Chong Kwong Mei Eddy,  

National Institute of Education, Singapore

Mr Wan acknowledges both Mr Lee and Prof Chong for 
contributing and inspiring greatly to his education journey.

For receiving the Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal:

1. Mr Boh choon Sheng Johnson:  
Bachelor of Science (Education)

2. Mr wan Yong Quan irvin:  
Bachelor of Arts (Education)

NIE wishes to extend her heartfelt congratulations 
to them and look forward to more great efforts as 
they embark into the teaching profession.

inset: Mr Irvin Wan with one of his mentors, Prof Eddy Chong from Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group

Above: Mr Johnson Boh
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chaptek, Zeropoint and Hopscotch. If you were 
a child  during the days of the kampung (small 
village) or the late 80s, you might have played 

these games during recess at school. With the iPad, 
mobile and online computer games prevalent in 
modern times, these games have slowly ‘faded’ away 
in time. But on 24 July 2013, NIE staff were pleasantly 
taken back in time at the library arcade.

The recess games of yesteryears were revived as 
staff happily engaged in a variety of activities. Mini-
competitions were held at the Zeropoint station, where the 
jumping prowess of many were put to the test. Laughter 
was also heard at the Five Stones table and Marbles sand 
pit as staff relied on quick hands and accuracy. There 
was also a sense of nostalgia as several items and tidbits 
from the past were exhibited on display. They included old 
cameras, food bowls, abacus and even a framed photo 
that was dated all the way back in 1975! 

After playing the games, staff gleefully had their shots 
taken at a prepared National Day themed photobooth. 
The photos were then compiled to a huge collage and 
was revealed by NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong 
during the National Day Observance Ceremony on 7 
August 2013.

Mr Jarrod Tam, from Office of Education Research, 
said that this year’s Staff Welfare and Recreation Fund 
Committee (SWRFC) had toyed with the initial idea of 
executing a life-size Snakes and Ladders board game. 
However, they decided on “Recess Time” as it would 
more be engaging to all staff. He said: “We wanted staff 
to come together and just relax. As it was near National 
Day, it highlighted the idea of people gathering and 
having fun together.”

it’s reCess tiMe!
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

Inset: Relics of the past brought back a sense of nostalgia

Indeed there was plenty of fun, as shown by good 
feedback from the staff who took part in the event. “We 
went all the way to Johor to get some of the snacks, so 
it was really great to see that our efforts have paid off!”

The SWRFC 2013/14 Committee comprises Chair Sharlene 
Anthony (OER), Sharmila Singaram (OER), Charmaine 
Cham (OER), Lee Ling (OAQM), Alvan Tan (CUS), Jarrod 
Tam (OER), Dynelle Huang (CRPP), Miriam Lee (CRPP), 
Koh Kah Woon (CeL),  Imelda Suryadarma (HRD), and 
Gregory Arief D. Liem (PS).

Below: Lights, Camera, POSE!
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w e live in a world where the demands to achieve 
academic and career success have become the 
end-goals of life. But when did that start? Is this what 

we really want to achieve as a society and as individuals? 

Professor Linda Darling-Hammond believes education 
is only good if it helps our children succeed outside of 
school, in having good careers and happy lives. 

Citing examples from New Jersey, Finland, Toronto and 
Melbourne, she finds that children with quality education 
in the early years get a better start in life. She pushes for 
more investment to be made in early childhood education 
and educators who can nurture our children. 

She also tells us that these teachers need to have a 
collaborative and supportive system that helps them grow 
as professionals and allows them time to inculcate the 
love for learning into children. 

Prof Darling-Hammond praises Singapore’s Thinking 
Schools, Learning Nation initiative and how well the 
Singapore education system has been doing. However, 
she stresses that there is a need to think more deeply 
about assessments, asking educators and policymakers 
to question if assessments are being used for the right 

the iMportaNCe of Quality 
eduCatioN: froM start to eNd

reasons. Assessments can be opportunities to see where 
children can be helped in or to identify talents, not just a 
score to represent that child. 

She further emphasises on thinking critically in order 
to solve complex problems, communicating effectively, 
working collaboratively, and learning how to learn. Having 
these skills will help our children to become happy 
individuals in the 21st century. 

Prof Darling-Hammond has been a long-time supporter of 
Singapore’s education system and of the work NIE is doing 
for teacher education. She was the 9th CJ Koh Professor 
and also a keynote speaker for the Redesigning Pedagogy 
Conference 2013 from 3 to 6 June 2013.  

Speaking to the participants at the conference on 5 June 
2013, Prof Darling-Hammond presented on “Teaching for 
Deeper Learning: Developing a Thinking Pedagogy”. She 
then presented a CJ Koh Professorial Lecture, entitled 
“Improving Learning: What Can We Learn from Reforms 
around the World?” on 6 June 2013. 

She left us thinking how we can create a more equitable 
learning system where all children and students benefit 
from education and are empowered to learn for themselves.

inset: Prof Linda Darling-Hammond sees a brighter future for our 
children through an equitable education 

By Office of Education Research 
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when NIE welcomed the inaugural cohort of the first 
Joint Master of Arts in Leadership and Educational 
Change (MALEC) with Columbia University’s 

Teachers College (TC) in January this year, Professor A. 
Lin Goodwin was already on-campus preparing for her 
one-year here.

Instrumental in her part at TC for the MALEC programme, 
she assumed the roles of Co-Director and Co-Coordinator 
with its inception. Juggling a hefty schedule since she 
arrived in Singapore, the past 12 months have also seen 
her as instructor to the pioneering batch. 

While she jokes that the 12-hour time difference between 
New York and Singapore is ‘convenient’ to transition from 
a day’s work at NIE back to her ‘night job’ overseeing 
her regular TC portfolio, it came not without challenges.

“To pull away for an entire year is not easy. That is why 
I had to continue some of my work there at TC. I am, 
however grateful, for the support I have been given to 
do it all.” She notes, “I’m very lucky to have many good 
people to work with.” 

As Vice Dean and Professor of Education in addition to 
Principal Investigator and Project Director of Teaching 
Residents at Teachers College (TR@TC), she remains 
in contact through Skype and emails for various 
correspondences. Besides the evident balancing of two 
portfolios on separate continents, striking up a conversation 
about education with Prof Goodwin convinces one just how 
deeply committed and passionate this Teachers College 
Outstanding Teacher Award recipient (2005) truly is. 

“As with doing anything well, we have to have passion 
and it requires us to be happy at what we do. But, 
passion by itself is not enough, you need perseverance 
as well”, she said. Citing an African American Science 

Fiction writer, Ms Octavia E. Butler who took to writing 
every day to hone her craft, because writing is “90% 
persistence and 10% talent”, Professor Goodwin believes 
that persistence is what enables passion to bear fruit.

For sure, this academic takes her craft most seriously. 
At TC, she is credited for the many inroads that have 
helped reform teacher education through innovative 
initiatives locally, nationally, and globally. Such as, 
in 2009, when she was awarded a five-year, US$9.75 
million-dollar federal Teacher Quality Partnership grant 
to implement a teacher residency program designed to 
prepare exemplary secondary-level teachers for English 
Language Learners and Students with Disabilities in New 
York City and high-needs public schools. As principal 
architect of the programme, she provides leadership 
and vision and oversees all aspects of programme 
development and implementation. 

“Educators are really, really important in society. But they 
don’t always have the voice that they deserve,” she says. 
“So the idea of educators talking to one another, as a 
collective, can be powerful.”  

Even before her Singapore departure, her work already 
started for more significant endeavours in the education 
pipeline – count collaborating with a foundation in Poland 
to open a new teacher education graduate school, writing 
a grant proposal to support conversations between 
Thailand and TC, as well as overseeing the shortlisting of 
some 1,000-plus proposals as a divisional Vice President 
for the world’s largest educational research conference, 
AERA – on her to do list. 

For the MALEC cohort who had the pleasure of working 
with her, they often noted how thoroughly they enjoyed 
the wealth of experience Prof Goodwin brought. To her 
class, she leaves some inspiring words: “I always say 
that if you feel as though you can do nothing at all, there’s 
still one thing that you can do and that is, to ask in each 
lesson, one open-ended question. Just that, to depart 
from the concept that knowledge is given to knowledge 
is open-ended, that there can be more than one answer 
to something.”

Indeed, NIE looks forward to welcoming Prof Goodwin 
again. We sincerely thank her and wish her well for her 
continual contributions to education as NIE bids Prof 
Goodwin a fond farewell.

By Public, International Alumni Relations  

Prof A. Lin Goodwin was born in Hong Kong 
and studied in Singapore until she completed 
her A-levels. She left Singapore for the US 
where she continued to pursue her education 
and career. Her family still resides here. NTU’s 
prestigious School of Biological Sciences also 
welcomed Prof Goodwin’s husband as a visiting 
research fellow. Prof Goodwin and her husband 
are quite the culinary buffs and gourmands. We 
hear, they share a common love for cooking and 
are good at it. 



Several academic and research staff members 
from Learning Sciences Lab (LSL) won two 
outstanding paper awards in different categories 

at the 17th Global Chinese Conference on Computers in 
Education (GCCCE), held in Beijing, China in May 2013.

Together with a co-author from Hong Kong, Professor 
Looi Chee Kit and Dr Wong Lung Hsiang bagged the 
Outstanding Research Paper Award for their paper, 
“Mobile Technology-assisted Personalised Learning 
in Science Inquiry”. Based on work arising from the 

lsl staff WoN 
tWo outstaNdiNG paper aWards 
oN Mobile-assisted seaMless learNiNG
By Dr wong lung Hsiang, Learning Sciences Laboratory

inset: Students taking on the mobile 
technology-enhanced lesson

concluded SEAMLESS LEARNING Project, the paper 
reports on how a re-designed formal science curriculum 
with the aid of mobile technology would also facilitate 
personalised learning to meet the needs, aspirations and 
learning styles of individual students.

The second winning paper was co-written by Ms Li 
Yanqiu, Dr Wong Lung Hsiang and three Chinese 
Language teachers from Nan Chiau Primary School. 
Entitled “Seamless Language Learning through Contextual 
Interactions”, this Outstanding Teacher Paper Award 
winner focuses on analysing the student interactions on 
the online platform developed by the MyCLOUD Project 
team, and how such interactions may elevate the fluency 
and accuracy of the students’ language skills.

Both projects are informed by the notion of “seamless 
learning” which explores the bridging of learning in 
multiple contexts (such as formal and informal learning, 
and individual and social learning, etc.), with the mediation 
of mobile devices carried by every student 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week. The two Outstanding Paper Awards are 
the latest additions to the seven conference paper awards 
being won by NIE staff on the topic of seamless learning 
in the last five years.

Singapore hosted the 9th Asia-Pacific Symposium 
on Music Education Research (APSMER) from 17 
to 19 July 2013. Held as a joint conference with our 

local Arts Education Conference, it was co-hosted by the 
UNESCO-NIE Centre for Arts Research in Education, the 
Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group (VPA) at NIE, 
the Singapore Teachers’ Academy for the Arts (STAR) and 
the Arts Education Branch, Ministry of Education.

The conference, themed “Arts Education and the 
Community”, saw over 1,200 participants, including over 
150 international speakers, presenters, and delegates 
from the United Kingdom, South Korea, People’s Republic 
of China, Japan, United States of America, as well as 
Australia and New Zealand. 

The main conference keynote speakers included Singapore 
Cultural Medallion Winner, renowned performer and 
composer, Mr Dick Lee, who spoke about his LifeStory 
and the local music scene; his struggles, triumphs and his 
quest to find a uniquely “Singaporean Voice & Identity”. 
Other notable keynote speakers included Professor A. Lin 
Goodwin (Teachers College, Columbia University, USA) 
Ms Brenda Pugh McCutchen (Dance Curriculum Designs, 
USA) and Mr Janek Schergen (Singapore Dance Theatre); 
Assistant Professor Prudence Wales (VPA, NIE Singapore) 

and Dr Madonna Stinson (Griffith University, Australia); 
Professor Lucy Green (Institute of Education, University 
of London, UK) and Professor Olivia Gude (University of 
Illinois at Chicago, USA).

As co-host of the conference, the CARE team from VPA led 
by APSMER Organising Chair Asst Prof Lum Chee Hoo, 
together with Head of VPA, Assoc Prof Eugene Dairianathan 
and supporting staff, were deeply involved in the conference 
programming, logistics and actual administration. The 2015 
APSMER Conference will be hosted in Hong Kong by the 
Hong Kong Institute of Education.

hiGh Note
By Mr clarence Tan, UNESCO-NIE 
Centre for Arts Research in Education 

inset: Mr Dick Lee gives 
a well-received address
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A s part of the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and 
Practice’s (CRPP) 10th Anniversary celebrations, a 
symposium spearheaded by the Applied Cognitive 

Development Laboratory (ACDL) in CRPP was jointly 
hosted by the Ministry of Education (MOE) and KK 
Women’s and Children’s Hospital (KKH) on 4 April 2013 
at NIE. 

The theme of the one-day symposium was “Beyond 
the Mainstream” and featured 10 presentations by 
researchers, clinicians, psychologists, educational leaders 
and policy makers on their recent studies on children at-
risk of academic failure and children with special needs or 
learning difficulties. 

Researchers from KKH spoke about their screening 
programmes for deaf children and children with chronic 
medical problems who have a high risk for learning 
difficulties, as well as their follow-up programme for 
very low birth weight children who are at high risk of 
poorer cognitive, behavioural and developmental 
outcomes. Researchers from MOE reported on the 
central coherence and cognitive performance of 
children with autism in dynamic assessments and a 
Response to Intervention-based dyslexia screening 
model. Researchers from NIE presented a study on 
the subtypes of developmental dyslexia and discussed 
intervention studies on children with disabilities and 
children in learning support programmes. The effects 
of various factors such as family income and the 
approximate number systems on children’s various 
cognitive abilities were also presented.

eVery Child Matters
By Dr Ang Su Yin, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

inset: Participants were eager to hear the findings presented by guest speakers

Above: Study results fuelled lively discussions for all

Associate Professor Kerry Lee, who heads CRPP and 
ACDL, initiated this symposium with the aim to advance 
more multi-disciplinary research collaborations between 
the three organisations. The symposium attracted greater 
than expected interest with more than 120 participants 
from other institutions and organisations such as Ngee 
Ann Polytechnic, James Cook University Singapore, 
Spastic Children’s Association of Singapore and the 
Dyslexia Association of Singapore in attendance.
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Wera-irN syMposiuM
T he 21st Century is characterised by a rapidly 

changing, technology-based economy and an 
increasingly diverse and complex world. In this new 

landscape, we need teachers who assume personal 
responsibility for continuous learning, question their 
own assumptions, reflect and think critically about their 
profession and their practice, and inquire and make 
informed decisions about teaching and the learning 
needs of their students. 

We need teachers who realise that learning is not 
merely acquisition of facts, but involves knowledge 
generation, and engages students in addressing real-
world problems and issues that matter to humanity. As 
such, teacher education in the 21st century is not about 
teacher training but about teacher education. We need 
to develop teachers to be thinkers and researchers. We 
need to develop teachers who are thoughtful, reflective 
and inquiring.
 
The Office of Teacher Education is pleased to present the 
World Educational Research Association, International 
Research Network (WERA-IRN) Teacher Education 
Symposium 2013. 

The theme of the symposium is “Teacher Education for 
the 21st Century: Developing teachers who are thoughtful, 
reflective and inquiring”. In this half-day symposium, we 
invite prominent teacher educators worldwide to share 
their views on what it means to be a thoughtful, reflective 
and an inquiring teacher, and what it takes to develop 
these teachers. 

The Organising Committee invites NIE staff to join us in 
this half-day symposium.

Date: 27 September 2013
Time: 1.00 - 5.00 pm
Venue: National Institute of Education, Singapore

registration is open from 19 August to 13 September 2013

24 reSeArcH

The Symposium Conveners are:
Convener: Professor Tan Oon Seng, Dean,  
Office of Teacher Education
Co-Conveners: Professor Jane Conoley, Dean Gevirtz 
Graduate School of Education, University of California,  
Santa Barbara
Associate Professor Liu Woon Chia, Associate Dean, Office 
of Teacher Education

Registration can be made online at this webpage: 
http://bit.ly/weranie

For enquiries, please contact the Symposium 
Secretariat at: irn@nie.edu.sg



a leadership JourNey
The Management and Leadership in School (MLS) programme 

is a significant milestone that I am very thankful for. The 
17-week learning journey works like a sabbatical and 

it gave me an opportunity to make better sense of my 
professional duties, commitment, growth and potential. 
The sheer intensity of MLS was what made my learning 
deep and enduring. 

As we sat through the many modules that the MLS 
programme offered, we acquainted ourselves with recent 
developments made in educational research and 
policies. MLS advocated a mode of learning that met 
the needs of highly-motivated adult learners who  
have a wealth of diverse experiences. As such, 
learning was made more meaningful, effective 
and relevant.  

Through the numerous lecture sessions, industry 
and school visits, curriculum projects, group 
presentations and individual written reflections, 
I believe all MLS participants have benefitted 
tremendously. We have truly been given the chance 
to expand our perspectives and we look forward to 
applying our ideas in our education journey.

25AlUMni

By Juraimy Abu Bakar, Valedictorian of Management and Leadership in School Graduation July 2013 

inset: (From left to right) Mr Tan Yii Hsien Barnabas, Mr Chew Tse Yong, Mr Juraimy Abu Bakar, Mr Wong Siew Hoong, Deputy Director-
General of Education (Curriculum), MOE; Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE; Mr Wong Ling Guan and Ms Lam Wing Yee

Right: Mr Juraimy Abu Bakar receiving his award from  
Mr Wong Siew Hoong, Deputy Director-General of  
Education (Curriculum)

The Management and Leadership in Schools 
(MLS) programme aims to develop middle level 
leaders to expand their roles beyond departments 
and take on direct leadership for teaching and 
learning for the innovative school. 

For more information, please visit:   
http://www.nie.edu.sg/studynie/leadership-
programmes/management-and-leadership-
schools-programme



This year we saw the first fruits of the Doctor in Education, Dual Award (EdD DA) Programme, offered by NIE in 
collaboration with the Institute of Education, University of London (IOE). Three of the doctoral students, from the 2007 
cohort, have each graduated with two doctoral degrees, one from NIE and the other from IOE. They completed their 
coursework and institution-focused-study (IFS) at NIE, before transferring over to IOE, London, where they completed 
and successfully defended their thesis.  

Here, Ms Justina Tan, Ms Chin Tan Ying and Ms Gog Soon Joo share their personal thoughts and joy on their  
doctoral journey:

first fruits

Ms Justina Tan (Lecturer, NIE)
To me, completing this doctorate was like running long-distance, which is always 
a struggle. Though it was not easy because things do not always go as planned, 
I never thought of giving up. In fact, I have very good memories of my doctoral 
studies because I greatly enjoyed the intellectual discourse shared between 
classmates. Besides my classmates, I found great support from many individuals. 
This includes my supervisors, Professor Goh Kim Chuan and Professor Lee Wing 
On. My coaches, Dr Sara Bubb, and Dr Sue Rogers often paused for me to make 
my own judgements. 

Associate Professors Anneliese-Kramer-Dahl and Jude Chua, former sub-dean 
and coordinator of the programme, respectively, were always on-hand to make 
sure that we were encouraged. I deeply appreciate Associate Professor Maureen 
Neihart, my much-loved friends and devoted family members who encouraged me 
throughout this journey. I knew I could not disappoint them and I am very happy 
that I have now crossed the finishing line.

Ms gog Soon Joo (Executive Director, IAL Singapore)
The dual award EdD programme provides a guided yet flexible learning environment for me to explore work related 
issues. The integration of learning and work was so natural. The learning through engagement with critical literature 
and research was immediately applicable at work. Most importantly, I found fresh perspectives in analysing and 
solving workforce development issues. The supervisors at NIE and IOE provided the best support in my intellectual 
development. Professor Lorna Unwin and Associate Professor Lee Yew Jin were great mentors who had patiently nurtured 
my research-disposition. Their timely and pointed advice made the IFS and thesis manageable. The online resources 

available at my fingertips from NIE and IOE also facilitated my world tour of relevant literature in my 
areas of interest. The dual award EdD indeed provides the best resource and experts from two 

top education institutions in the world. The six-year learning journey is certainly worthwhile!

Ms chin Tan Ying (Curriculum Specialist, MOE)
My journey in the “Doctor in Education Dual Award” Programme began in 2007. It 
has been an enriching one that has developed me as a “researching professional” by 
extending my professional expertise as well as developing skills in research and evaluation to support my professional work. 
I also value the opportunity to interact with academics and tap on resources from both institutions - the National Institute 
of Education, Singapore and the Institute of Education, UK. Participating in the taught modules and research conducted in 
the Institution Focused Study (IFS) and Thesis have provided me with opportunities to reflect on my professional role and 
practice as a Science curriculum specialist. 

I would like to celebrate this journey with my colleagues, family and friends who have supported me in both my work and 
study. Special thanks to my team of supervisors –Professor Shirley Simon, Dr Lee Yew Jin and Dr Sue Dale Tunnicliffe 
who have walked beside me as great teachers and mentors. I will remember with gratitude the late Dr Christine Chin 
who also inspired and started my doctorate journey. I hope our research in Science teaching and learning will continue 
to inspire many others to embark on their learning journeys.

Above: Ms Justina Tan at the 
University of London 

Below: Research Week at the IOE: (from left to right) Mr Johnny Go, Ms Chin Tan Ying,  
Ms Justina Tan, Ms Lim Lai Cheng and Ms Gog Soon Joo
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By Associate Professor Jude chua Soo Meng, Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group



Ms Miriam Archibong, a 2012-2013 Fulbright 
Research Fellow, recently completed her education 
policy study in Singapore. Through a partnership 
at the National Institute of Education, the National 
University of Singapore, and the Ministry of Education 
(MOE), Miriam critically analysed the educational 
policy changes of Singapore from 1965 to the present. 

Drawing upon the four phases of education policy 
augmentations, coined by the Center for International 
Education Benchmarking, Miriam investigated how 
Singapore’s MOE intends to address the challenge 
of designing a strong education system that is less 
assessment driven, and more holistic in its approach. 
Miriam found that a possible way to address this 
issue is by both adhering to best practices that 
allowed the nation to flourish in the past while also 
ensuring that teachers are fully prepared for, and 
invested in, the MOE’s progressive changes.  While 
attached to NIE, she worked under the supervision of 
Associate Professor Jude Chua Soo Meng. She also 
engaged staff at the Policy and Leadership Studies 
Academic Group, and benefitted from discussions 
with Associate Professor Ben Wong and Associate 
Professor Jason Tan. 

Currently, Miriam is serving as a summer intern at the 
White House. In September of 2013, she will enroll in 
law school at the University of Pennsylvania. 

fulbriGht researCh felloW 
CoMpletes stiNt at Nie

eVeNt

CaleNdar of eVeNts
date VeNue CoNtaCt

The legacy of the NIE Art Collection

Joint ‘7th SELF Biennal International 
Conference’ and ‘ERAS Conference’

GPL Graduate Student Day

Service Learning Day 2013

OER Celebrates!

Leaders in Education Programme (2013 
Intake) Graduation 

International Conference on Plasma 
Science and Applications (ICPSA) 2013

19 August -              
27 September 2013

9 - 11 September 
2013

14 September 2013

25 September 2013

8 October 2013

10 October 2013

4 - 6 December 2013

NIE Singapore

Nanyang Girl’s 
High School

NIE Singapore

NIE Singapore

NIE Singapore

The Regent Hotel

NIE Singapore

email nieartgallery@gmail.com

email support@self-eras-2013.org.sg

Ms Johannah Soo
email johannah.soo@nie.edu.sg

Ms Sharmila                                                            
email sharmila.singaram@nie.edu.sg

Ms Rosnizawati Binte Sani                                                            
email rosnizawati.sani@nie.edu.sg

Assoc Prof Rajdeep Singh Rawat                                                                                                     
email rajdeep.rawat@nie.edu.sg

Ms Jann Tan
email huiling.tan@nie.edu.sg
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By Associate Professor Jude chua Soo Meng, Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group




