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W e have certainly outdone ourselves with many 
milestones celebrated in one year! A quick read 
on pages 15 to 18 reflects the high points in our 

Special Feature; feel free to pull it out and pin it up. 

For we know that each momentous occasion symbolised  
a culmination of contributions from the heart and a lot of 
hard work to make something eventful happen.
 
We are happy to note that there was much revelry and 
bonding too with the exhilarating outreach activities 
celebrated – read page 9 for “The Price is Raya”, page 
8 on the gastronomical Mooncake event, page 7 for  
a celebration on Teachers’ Day and pages 21 and 12 for 
the GESL Service Learning Day and Graduate Student  
Day (respectively). 

The excitement is almost palpable as we also recount the  
major happenings. Like the 7th Joint Biennial SELF 
Conference and ERAS Conference, Teaching and Assessing 
21st CC, Problem-solving Symposium, Teacher Education 
Conference, Redesigning Pedagogy Conference, Bulan  

EDITOR’S SAY
Bahasa and many others featured in the Corporate 
Development and Research sections. 

These occasions are essential components toward a forging 
of better networking opportunities and expert exchanges. 
They eventually lead to innovations in the classrooms and 
strategic alliances for teaching as well. More importantly, 
they inspire new ideas in convention. 

To signify our collective resolution to look forward to more 
great inspirations for the New Year, we thought it befitting to 
name 2013’s final edition, the “Classroom Innovators” issue. 

As Albert Einstein probably summed it up best: “Learn from 
yesterday, live for today, hope for tomorrow. The important 
thing is to not stop questioning.”

Here’s to fuelling the enquiring young minds of tomorrow 
and wishing all our budding teaching inventors and co-
conspirators Season’s Greetings! May there be many more 
happy discoveries to come. 

Guest Editor
Associate Professor Jason Tan Eng Thye  
Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group
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Corrigendum

NIE News September 2013 – The editorial 
team regrets that the article titled “High 
Note” on page 22, paragraph 1, lines 8 - 12, 
“Held at the Grand Copthorne… Education”, 
should be omitted.

By Office of Teacher Education 

AN INTERNATIONAL PERSPECTIVE

The Third Global Cities Education Network (GCEN) 
Public Lecture was held on the 9 October 2013 at 
the Ministry of Education Language Center (Newton). 

The session was well attended by over 300 policy-makers, 
educators, academics and members of the public. 

With this year’s theme focused on “Teaching and Assessing 
21st Century Competencies: An International Perspective”,  
the presentation by Professor Brian Stecher, (Senior Social  
Scientist and the Associate Director of RAND Education  
entitled “Measuring 21st Century Skills: Guidance for  
Educators” was thought provoking and sparked off a lively 
panel discussion by renowned panelists. They include 
Mr Tony MacKay (Executive Director, Centre for Strategic  
Education), Mr Tony Jackson (Vice President, Asia Society),  
Ms Gen Ling Chang (Associate Director, Toronto District  
School Board),Professor Linda Darling-Hammond (Charles  
E. Ducommun Professor at Stanford University), Mr Wong   

Siew Hoong, (Deputy Director-General of Education  
(Curriculum) in the Ministry of Education) and Professor 
Lee Sing Kong (Director, National Institute of Education). 

The panel raised pertinent issues that focused on the 
evolving teaching and learning landscape of today, 
the need for a paradigm shift in the way educators 
approach 21st century competencies and strategies that 
educators need to equip themselves with to prepare their 
students for the future. The engaging session with the 
audience raised both macro and micro implications when 
education systems shift their focus towards “Teaching and 
Assessing 21st Century Competencies” globally and gave 
the audience an insight and understanding of how other 
educational systems cope with the challenges as they gear 
towards preparing their citizens for the future.

Inset: Executive Director Tony Mackay (fourth 
from left) offering his expert view 
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By Mr Deng Feng, Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group

MATHEMATICAL PROBLEM 
SOLVING SYMPOSIUM 2013

The Mathematical Problem Solving Symposium was 
held on 9 September 2013 at Jurong Secondary 
School. The one-day event was held to provide  

teachers participating in the research projects “Mathematical 
Problem Solving for Everyone: Infusion and Diffusion” 
(MInD) and “Mathematical Progress and Value for Everyone” 
(MProVE), a platform to share their implementation of 
problem solving modules in their schools. The symposium 
also provided an opportunity for the participating schools 
and the research team to exchange ideas about the 
progress of the implementations and potential plans for the 
following years. The symposium was attended by a total of 
32 teachers from seven secondary schools. 

The symposium began with Associate Professor Toh Tin 
Lam, the Principal Investigator of MInD, providing an 
overview and update of the progress of MInD. A talk by 
Professor Lew Hee-Chan from Korea National University 
of Education followed shortly. The talk was grounded on a 
case study that investigated how to implement mathematical 
problem solving (MPS) into pre-service teachers’ curriculum 
in Korea. 

In the second session, the representative teachers 
from the six participating schools were invited to give a 
brief report about their implementations of the MInD 
problem solving modules. Although acknowledging various 
challenges encountered, all schools generally reported 
the positive effects of the projects on students’ MPS 
performance (e.g. ability, disposition, and motivation), and 
teachers’ professional development required for MInD. 

They expressed their willingness to move to the next 
phase of MInD - the “infusion” stage, after their students 
have acquired the “habits” of problem solving. The second 
session ended with an evaluative remark by Ms Yen Yeen 
Peng from the Ministry of Education, as well as sharing 
among all school teachers.

For the third session, Associate Professor Tay Eng Guan 
introduced different types of knowledge necessary for 
teachers to successfully prepare and implement the MPS 
modules in practice. All teachers were then engaged in  
solving two unfamiliar mathematical problems with 
facilitation from the research team. The session ended with  
a concluding remark by Assistant Professor Leong Yew  
Hoong about the infusion of MPS into school curriculum. 

The symposium was made possible through the funds  
provided by MInD.

Teachers who are interested to find out more about MInD 
are encouraged to visit the website: 
http://math.nie.edu.sg/mprose

Inset: Prof Lew Hee-Chan opening the symposium with a progress report of his projects
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By Office of Teacher Education and Public, International and Alumni Relations 

LEARNING COMES FIRST 

T      he joining of two leading conferences concentrating 
on national and international educational research 
endeavours can only auger better outcomes. Which  

is why, the ‘Joint 7th SELF Biennial International Conference’ 
and ‘Educational Research Association of Singapore 
Conference’ held from 9 to 11 September 2013 at the 
Nanyang Girls’ High School, attracted more than 500 
participants and Ms Indranee Rajah, Senior Minister 
of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of Education as  
Guest-of-Honour. 

Noting in her address at the opening ceremony, Ms Rajah 
said: “Learning is a personal, social and cognitive process 
and in schools what the students learn has a profound impact 
on their personal and social development. To prepare them 
for a better future, there is a need to widen and change 
our views of education. The change is not simply a paper 
exercise. It is a change in mind-set and belief to move beyond  
academic success.”

This was successfully seen with a global platform that received 
more than 230 papers from practitioners, researchers, 
educational leaders and policy makers. The activities also 
drew together teachers, researchers, educational leaders, 
and policy makers to learn more about new research, 
discuss educational issues, share on practices, and broaden 
professional networks throughout the region. 

The aptly titled theme for 2013, “Self-Concept, Motivation and 
Identity: Underpinning Success with Research and Practice” 
proved to be an education researcher’s degustation with 
more than 110 presenters from 26 countries, for example, 
Finland, Germany, Denmark, Switzerland, Australia, New 
Zealand, Nigeria, Oman, Philippines, Hong Kong, South 
Korea, Japan and Malaysia. They readily discussed important 
educational issues and presented cutting-edge research and 
best practices across languages and cultures.

Chair of the ‘Joint 7th SELF Biennial International Conference’ 
and ‘Educational Research Association of Singapore 
Conference’ and President of the Educational Research 
Association of Singapore, Associate Professor Liu Woon 
Chia added, “It is essential that we are able to have  
a platform in which we can connect, collaborate, re-calibrate 
and re-imagine even better results in classroom experiences 
for students and teachers alike.”

The SELF International Conference is part of a continuing 
series of meetings that have gained greater visibility in the 
field of SELF research. It has been held in countries such 
as Australia, Germany, US, UAE and Canada. The 2013 
conference is a first in Asia. This was jointly organised by the 
National Institute of Education (NIE), the Educational Research 
Association of Singapore (ERAS), and the International SELF 
Research Centre. 

Below: The teachers deeply engaged in solving the problems

Right: Renowed 
Professor Richard 
Ryan from the 
University of 
Rochester  
was one of the 
keynote speakers

Below: Assoc Prof Liu Woon Chia presents 
a token of appreciation to Guest-of-Honour, 
Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and 
Ministry of Education, Ms Indranee Rajah

Inset: Participants deep in thought during a paper presentation

NIE News September 2013 

– The editorial team regrets that 
the article titled “NIE Receives 
National Day Honours” on Page 16 
did not include a photo of Associate 
Professor Lim-Teo Suat Khoh, 
Mathematics and Mathematics 
Education Academic Group.

Our heartiest congratulations to 
Prof Lim-Teo Suat Koh.



A TRIBUTE TO OUR TEACHERS!

LEARNING WITH EDMODO

Edmodo is a social and collaborative platform 
designed by educators for use in the classroom. Dr 
Mary Ellis and Mr Mark Wilkinson from the English 

Language and Literature Academic Group (ELL) share 
their experiences using Edmodo in their teaching.

How did you start to use Edmodo?
Dr Ellis: We learned about it from ELL colleague Hsiao-
yun Chan. We saw that it had a Facebook format (which 
students found attractive) together with useful tools for 
teachers, such as polls and an assignment feature which 
allows comments. 

Are you familiar with other places that use Edmodo?
Mr Wilkinson: Edmodo is found in schools in USA and is 
used in some schools in Singapore. An Edmodo Singapore 
conference was held at Nanyang Girls’ High School in 
March 2012. Two Edmodo groups here are the Edmodo 
Singapore group and the NIE Educators group.

How do you use Edmodo in your teaching?
Dr Ellis: We’ve used it in English language enhancement, 
communication skills, and academic writing courses. Our 
students have used it to peer review each other’s writing 
and audio files. As teachers we’ve used it to give feedback 
on project work, conduct polls, and support course tutors. 

What do students say about Edmodo? 
Mr Wilkinson: They are mostly positive about it, though 
there are occasional comments that they have another log-

in to remember. But when they use it in our tutorials they 
gain useful take-away experience. And they can access 
their course groups even after they graduate so Edmodo 
and their course resources can remain useful to them.

By Mr Justin Ng, Trainee Teachers’ Club

By Ms Rachel H Tan, Centre for e-Learning

Join CeL at the next e-Fiesta on 19 February 
2014 and find out who else is taking advantage of  
social-media based learning! Stay tuned at 
http://tinyurl.com/efiesta2014. Like, follow, circle, 
and subscribe to CeL for updates on our social 
media channels! 

On 5 and 6 September 2013, the 23rd 
Trainee Teachers’ Club Executive 
Committee collaborated with the Office 

of Teacher Education to pay a ‘flowery’ tribute 
to the NIE teaching community. 

Setting up a booth outside the Student Hub, 
the committee got to work and put up colourful 
gerberas, fresh blooming sunflowers and 
‘professionally’ decorated Teachers’ Day 
cards for sale at affordable prices. Word of 
the eye-catching booth spread like wildfire 
and soon, many students were seen eagerly 
queuing up to buy these gifts.

The sight of students clutching their flower 
stalks with glee and discussing excitedly 
on how they should give the flowers to 
their professors during their tutorials was 
a very heart-warming moment. It definitely 
reinforced the appreciation that the student 
teachers have of the efforts taken by our NIE 
professors and lecturers in developing them 
into excellent educators!

On behalf of the committee, we would like 
to wish all academic staff a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year! 
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EDUCATION LEADERS MEET

The National Institute of Education (NIE) hosted the 
21st Governing Board Meeting of the Southeast 
Asian Ministers of Education Organisation - Regional 

Centre for Higher Education and Development (SEAMEO-
RIHED) on 27 and 28 September 2013. NIE also hosted 
the 9th Back to Back Regional Seminar on Teacher 
Education on 28 September 2013. 
 
SEAMEO is a regional intergovernmental organisation 
established in 1965 by the governments of Southeast 
Asian countries. Hosted by the Government of Thailand, 
SEAMEO-RIHED plays an important role in facilitating 
discussions, professional trainings, research, information 
dissemination, development and quality assurance within 
the higher education sector. 

Members of the SEAMEO-RIHED Governing Board 
representing Brunei Darussalam, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, Philippines, Singapore, Thailand 
and Vietnam, together with representatives from the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
(UNESCO) and Association of Southeast Asian Institutions 
of Higher Learning (ASAIHL) and officials from the SEAMEO 
Secretariat and SEAMEO-RIHED attended the meeting and 
regional seminar. Professor Tan Oon Seng, Dean of Office 
of Teacher Education (OTE), is the Singapore representative 
on the SEAMEO-RIHED Governing Board. The Governing 
Board discussed policies and issues related to the support 
and development of higher education within the ASEAN 
region at its annual meetings which are considered as 
representations at an official intergovernmental level. 

At the Opening Ceremony of the meeting, Professor Lee 
Sing Kong, Director, NIE remarked that it is important for 
higher education sectors to be mindful of the need for a 21st 
Century relevant teaching and learning approaches and 
environment. Mr Ng Cher Pong, Deputy Secretary (Policy) 
and Mr John Lim, Director, Higher Education Division from 
the Ministry of Education joined the meeting delegates at 
the welcome dinner on 27 September 2013.

The Regional Seminar, held annually with the SEAMEO-
RIHED Governing Board Meeting, serves as a discussion 
platform for policy makers, university leaders and faculty 
members with key roles in higher education in Southeast 
Asia to discuss and share knowledge and information on 

the emerging trends of selected seminar themes. The 
theme of this year’s seminar focused on Teacher Education. 

In addition to the presentation of country reports from eight 
SEAMEO member countries, a panel of leading teacher 
educators from Denmark, Japan, Taiwan, Switzerland, New  
Zealand and US also shared their perspectives on teacher 
education. The presentations focused on four areas: teachers’ 
selection, preparation and professional development, 
institutions/universities responsible for Teacher Education, 
framework and philosophy for Teacher Education, and 
challenges and opportunities for internationalisation of 
Teacher Education.

The Governing Board Meeting and Regional Seminar were 
organised by the Programme Planning and Management 
Unit from the Office of Teacher Education namely Associate  
Professor Lim Kam Ming, Mrs Jessica Tan, Ms Nurashikin  
Harun and Ms Nurfilzah Mohamed Razib. In addition,  
Mr Eric Yeo and Ms Jocelyn Tan from Office of Teacher  
Education were nominated as rapporteurs for the meeting.  
Associate Professor Low Ee Ling was the Master of  
Ceremonies  for the Opening Ceremony of the Board Meeting  
and Regional Seminar.

By Associate Professor Lim Kam Ming,  Office of Teacher Education

Below: NIE Director, Prof Lee Sing Kong delivering his 
welcome speech
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION

MID-AUTUMN FESTIVAL

Our NIE community congratulates  
Associate Professor Jasmine Sim 
Boon Yee from the Curriculum,  

Teaching and Learning Academic Group 
who received the prestigious Special 
Recognition at the 30th World Cultural 
Council Award (WCCA) Ceremony on 2 
October 2013. 

An honour bestowed to a select number 
of talented researchers who have had  
international impact through  their  research  
early in their careers, Assoc Prof Sim is  
one of five academics chosen this year in 
the category. To celebrate the first-ever 
WCCA Ceremony held in Asia and at a  
Singapore university, Assoc Prof Sim and  
her fellow recipients received a S$ 5,000 
research grant provided by host institute, 
Nanyang Technological University.

The Council cited that Assoc Prof Sim’s 
research into citizenship and pedagogic  
practice has fast gained traction in the field  
of teacher education in Singapore and 
overseas. They also noted that she 
had contributed to re-conceptualising 
the revised Social Studies curriculum in 
Singapore to the context of a changing 
global landscape. This was implemented 

in all primary and secondary schools in 
Singapore and her articles have been 
published in top-tier journals around 
the world.

WCCA is an international organisation 
founded in 1981, which pays annual 
recognition to individuals or institutions that 
have made outstanding achievements in  
science, education and the arts, by  
means of its awards. Widely recognised  
in the scientific, educational and arts 
communities, the 30th WCCA Ceremony 
sees the presentation of the Albert 
Einstein World Award of Science and the 
Leonardo da Vinci World Award of Arts.

These awards provide the final objective 
to increase the efficient and positive use 
of knowledge and to promote fraternity 
among people, nations and governments, 
looking for true understanding worldwide,  
based on respect for the ideology, opinion,  
religion, race, and gender of all individuals. 
The WCC is composed of a Directive Board  
and an Interdisciplinary Committee,  
made up of eminents cientific, educational  
and artistic personalities; since its foundation  
there have been several Nobel Prize winners  
among its members. 

A traditional Chinese Mid-Autumn Festival is 
celebrated on the 15th day of the eighth lunar 
month. It is a day when everyone gets to spend 

time with their families and loved ones and enjoy the full 
moon with delicate mooncakes together. The festival 
has its roots in the Shang dynasty tradition of moon 
worship, and is held at a time of the year when the moon 
is at its “fullest”.
 
More than 250 participants, including NIE students, 
alumni, staffs and their family members came together for 
the annual festival organised by the Chinese Language 
and Culture Department (CLC) and Chinese Language 
Education and Research (C.L.E.A.R) Club. Together with 
the final SHINE Singing Competition, we had dance and 
skit performances by our Chinese-specialised students. 
Our very own CLC lecturers also form a choir group who 
performed the traditional folk songs “小白船”(Little White 
Boat) and “青春舞曲”(Youth Dance). Other than these 
amazing performances, we had our very first Yuzu peeling 
competition which received lots of praise and laughter 
from the audience. 

The carnival booths consisted of individual and group 
games that were carefully designed for participants to  
enjoy  with their friends and families. Our snow-skin 
mooncake-making session was a thoroughly enjoyable one 
where participants delightedly tried their hands on making 
mooncakes. Elsewhere, the Tea Appreciation Booth allowed  

participants to delve into the rich history and culture of 
China along with the exquisite taste of the Chinese tea.

The night ended with warm candle lights flickering around 
the NIE campus as staff and students made their way  
home with their colourful lanterns. We thank all participants 
who have made this festival an unforgettable and 
heartwarming occasion! 

By Ms Toh Wei Ting,  Chinese Language Education and Research Club

Inset: Our CLC lecturers hitting the right notes and singing 
with gusto

THE PRICE  
IS RAYA!

The Price is Raya was held on 28 August 2013, 
Wednesday, and was graced by our Guest-Of-
Honour, Professor Michael Chia, Dean of Faculty 

Affairs. The concept of this year’s Hari Raya show was 
different from previous years, which mainly showcased 
drama and singing performances. 

This year, the NTU Malay Language and Cultural Society 
wanted the audience to not only watch the show, but be 
a part of it as well. Thus, the idea of a game-show to 
effectively engage the audience was created. Adapted 
from the popular gameshow, “The Price is Right”, we 
decided to showcase popular Malay traditional food, such 
as kuih sarang semut and kuih makmur, and clothing, 
such as the Malay baju kebaya and baju kurung telok 

blangah. Trivial Hari Raya facts, such as the amount of money 
usually spent during the Hari Raya festivities, were also shared.  

Our two excellent emcees, Mr Muhd Shukri and Mr Hafiz,  
engaged the audience from beginning to end. Their well-
rehearsed ‘game accents’ and good co-ordination resulted 
in a game-show that was both educational and full of 
humour.  We were also treated to great performances from 
our very own dance troupe, “Beztari”. Our men and ladies 
dikir barat teams, “Wira Sakti” and “Dewi Samudera” 
respectively, also performed during the transition of each 
round of the game-show. The event was a success, with 
a ’sold out’ lecture theatre and our invited guests enjoying 
themselves immensely. 

We would like to thank Ms Hanisah and Ms Kartini for their 
advice and unwavering support, and all staff and students 
who came and gave their support to the event in one way 
or another. We hope to organise more of such events  
to shed more light on the customs and traditions of the 
Malay community.

W inning entries from the ‘Runway NIE’ event held 
in celebration of National Day on 7 August 2013 
were showcased as part of National Day Special 

Exhibition put together by the Singapore Discovery 
Centre (SDC) to celebrate Singapore’s 48th birthday. 
Entitled “Shiok to be Singaporean”, the exhibition aimed 
to celebrate what it takes to be a Singaporean in the way 
we speak, our common values and shared memories.  
The exhibition took place from 9 July to 15 September 
2013 at the foyer of the SDC.

The costumes displayed (pictured, right) were the works 
of NIE student teachers in their Group Endeavours in 
Service Learning (GESL) groups. From HDB blocks to 
ketupats (Malay wrapped-rice cakes) to the Merlion, 
SDC representatives who were present at our National 
Day celebrations were so impressed that they wrote to 
us requesting to showcase these uniquely Singaporean 
costumes at the centre.
 
We thank SDC for the opportunity given to showcase the 
works of our student teachers and the National Education 
initiatives at NIE.

SO SINGAPORE!

Above: Some of our contestants for the show

By Office of Teacher Education

Above: Our Beztari dancers on stage

By Mr Mohd Izzat bin Mohd Noor and Ms Nurul 
Aqilah binte Mohd Khirashid,   
NTU Malay Language and Cultural Society
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By Ms Azra Zaheera, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

Right: NIE student volunteers in the batik painting activity

Below: One of the students, Hannah Nadhirah, acted as a 
personal guide to the Guest-of-Honour, Mr Lawrence Wong, 
Acting Minister, Ministry of Culture, Community and Youth

BULAN BAHASA!WELCOME DIVISIONAL DIRECTOR, 
CORPORATE PLANNING  
AND DEVELOPMENT Bulan Bahasa is an initiative by the Malay Language 

Council (Majlis Bahasa Melayu Singapura, MBMS)  
to encourage the use of Malay Language in everyday 

activities. It has become an annual event since 2010. 
Unprecedentedly, this year, the launch of Bulan Bahasa 
was held over two days at the Asian Civilisations Museum 
on 7 and 8 September 2013. In an effort to promote Malay 
Language as a language of knowledge, culture and 
communication (Bahasa Ilmu, Budaya dan Mesra) many 
activities were held over the course of the launch as well 
as throughout the month of Bulan Bahasa. 
 
This year, 20 BA Year 2, 3 and 4 students of the National 
Institute of Education (NIE) were fortunate to be able to 
participate in the launch of Bulan Bahasa. NIE students, 
together with students from Madrasah Aljunied Al-Islamiah, 
were approached by the Malay Language Council to be 
student volunteers to spearhead an activity that was run 
during the launch. The activity, known as Living Language 
Living Culture (Hidup Bahasa Hidup Budaya) requires 
museum visitors to go around the museum in search of 11 
different stations that focuses on selected Malay traditional 
artifacts. These artifacts included Puan Sirih, the Makara,  
a miniature Quran, Songket and others. 

The role of NIE and Madrasah students in this activity was 
to be museum guides who were stationed at the various 
artifact display stations. At their individual stations, student 
volunteers explained the socio-historical significance of 

the displayed artifacts to the museum visitors. To equip 
student volunteers with the necessary skills of efficient 
guides, they attended two half-day workshops organised 
by The Asian Civilisations Museum. In the workshops, 
student volunteers from NIE and Madrasah Aljunied had 
the chance to interact with one another. They also learnt 
various tips and tricks on being an effective tour guide by 
experienced docents. Apart from that, student volunteers 
explored the museum and were introduced to the various 
artifacts that were going to take center stage during  
the launch.

They were indeed meaningful training sessions as 
student volunteers gained insightful knowledge of the  
artifacts. At the launch, the Guest-of-Honour, Mr Lawrence 
Wong, Acting Minister, Ministry of Culture, Community and 
Youth graced the event and was given a personal tour of 
the exhibits. Student volunteers also interacted with visitors 
from the Singapore Malay community and international 
visitors from Indonesia, Argentina and Germany. 

Museum visitors gave this activity very positive feedback 
and many used the interactive guide that explained the 
artifacts in great detail. Also, the student volunteers were 
delighted that some of the visitors shared their experiences 
and stories that were related to the artifacts. 

The student volunteers then participated in various 
activities that took place in and around the museum. 
These included workshops, meet-and-greet sessions with 
writers, a mini concert and a batik painting activity. The 
launch of Bulan Bahasa this year was a success and we 
are certainly looking forward to the fun-filled activities that 
will follow in next year’s installment of the event. 

S ince 1 June 2013, Mr Chan Tee Miang, Director 
Organisational Development at the Ministry of  
Education (MOE), has joined the National Institute 

of Education (NIE) as the Divisional Director of Corporate 
Planning and Development (CPD). 
 
First joining the education sector on 7 August 2000, he 
has played a central role in spearheading organisational 
development initiatives in MOE HQ and schools. He credits 
many large-scale campaigns to the good cooperation and 
efforts of his colleagues who made the execution of the 
details a successful whole. 

In the course of over 12 years, Tee Miang has also been at 
the heart of a wide array of efforts to promote organisational 
excellence. A champion of innovation at all levels in MOE, 
he has overseen the development and roll-out of key 
surveys such as the HQ and School Climate Surveys and 
the Quality of HQ Support Survey, both of which serve 
as important and timely sources of information on staff 
engagement. Tee Miang was instrumental in helping MOE 
HQ attain the SQC-Star certification in 2010. He also led the 
effort to develop MOE’s Balanced Scorecard as a means of 
monitoring the Ministry’s key performance indicators, and 
he led a holistic and comprehensive effort to conceptualise 
and implement an Enterprise Risk Management Framework 
in 2012. 

Now as NIE’s Divisional Director of CPD, a couple of 
exciting initiatives are in the pipeline, including an expected 
revamp of the NIE corporate website. Asked about his 
introduction to NIE colleagues, he happily states: “Don’t 
need to call me Mr Chan; my first name is fine.”

Backed by a decade of experience, this friendly professional 
noted that his role is one mapped out to further NIE’s good 
achievements garnered. 

“NIE’s greatest asset is her dynamic and capable 
people,” Tee Miang says, “I am deeply appreciative of the 
opportunity to work alongside academics, researchers 
and staff who have made and continue to make significant 
inroads that lead to greater contributions in the local 
education landscape.” 

Jokingly describing himself as “someone who tries-to-
keep-fit”, Tee Miang believes in small but consistent ways 
to keep well such as healthy eating choices, and taking 
public transport and walking over driving to work. The 
same passion echoes in his recreational time since he is an 
avid cyclist who relishes long-distance bicycle adventures 
over the weekend.  

We welcome Tee Miang and look forward to his many 
contributions to come. 

Right: Mr Chan Tee Miang, 
Divisional Director of Corporate 
Planning and Development,  
on a biking trip with his son
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By Dr Koh Chong Lek, Dr Chew Lee Chin and 
Associate Professor Isabella Wong,   
Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

GRADUATE 
STUDENT DAY

The second NIE Graduate Student Day (GSD), 
themed “Interacting and Showcasing Research 
Learning”, was held on Saturday, 14 September 2013. 

 
The GSD was again led by the Office of Graduate Studies 
and Professional Learning (GPL) and was executed by  
an organising committee that comprised 18 enthusiastic 
and competent higher degree students or recent 
graduates. Some NIE faculty members lent their support 
by being judges. 

HD-Connect Launch

The event kicked off with the official launch of the much 
anticipated HD-Connect portal by Professor Paul Teng, 
Dean, GPL. Graduate students and faculty will discover the 
multi-function portal to be an effective one-stop gateway to 
NIE’s Higher Degree services, news and information. HD-
Connect offers a converging environment for easy access 
to information and greater interactivity, and its community 
features support dialogue and knowledge sharing 
especially for graduate students and faculty. New contents 

which feature research-related tools, quick access to 
research centres and research-related information such 
as publications and on-going research are included to 
support and strengthen student scholarship and research 
capacities. Crowd-sourcing of conferences, seminars and 
workshops, and a consolidated event platform are other 
new features on the HD-Connect.

The launch of the portal was followed by an awesome, 
inspiring and humorous keynote lecture entitled “Advice to 
Young Researchers” by Professor Vijay Sethi from NTU’s 
Nanyang Business School. Our higher degree students 
and recent graduates then presented their work in three 
categories of competitions, Poster, Paper, and Three-
Minute Thesis (3-MT™), to a diverse audience of peers, 
faculty, and mentors. 

Research-themed activities by the Library and Information 
Services Centre (LIBRIS) and the Centre for e-Learning, 
as well as exhibition booths by three publishing and 
education-related companies, added to the festive-styled 
learning day.

“GSD 2013 gave me a great opportunity to 
interact and work with dynamic, capable 
and committed people. The Paper, Poster 
and 3MT™ presenters impressed me 
with their intellectual vigour and their 
presentational flair. Professor Sethi also 
provided insightful as well as humorous 
advice to young researchers. All in all, it 
was a fruitful and enlightening day.” 

Andrew Pereira 
Chairman, Organising Committee

“The event provided me with a valuable 
opportunity to interact and share my  
research findings with graduate students  
from different fields. Giving us the 
opportunity to make the People’s Choice 
selection for the 3MTTM and Poster 
competitions made the competitions 
more interesting.’’ 

Siti Munira Bte Haidad Ali
winner of the Paper Presentation 
competition

“I enjoyed the day of learning 
about research projects across the 
disciplines and getting to know other 
graduate students. I’m especially 
thankful for the platform to share 
my research and the opportunity to 
spark the audience’s awareness of 
creative pedagogies like drama!” 

Cheryl Chen  
winner of the 3MT™ competition

“It was a pleasure to be involved in the judging of papers 
for the GSD 2013, and to be able to witness first-hand the 
sheer range of high quality research being conducted by 
our graduate students. It was especially heartening to listen 
to papers which showcased a number of interdisciplinary 
approaches in their methodology. Moreover, the event was 
a very enjoyable one, with students and faculty coming 
together to celebrate the occasion with an admirable level of 
energy and vigour!” 

Assistant Professor Joel Robert Gwynne 
English Language and Literature Academic Group

“I came on board as a member of the Organizing Committee of 
GSD 2013 primarily to serve and to learn more about academic 
conferences. I enjoyed working with and learning from faculty and 
other graduate students from diverse academic backgrounds. I 
was inspired while listening to Prof Sethi sharing enriching ways of 
conceptualising teaching and research as well as practical advice 
on publishing. There were many memorable moments, including 
Sub-Deans donning really cool, brightly hued, oversized spectacle 
frames, and the winner of the 3MTTM competition, who brilliantly 
and hilariously drew on Susan Boyle and Simon Cowell, getting 
everyone into a near frenzy for a minute or two. We had so much 
fun, so please, please, join us next year.”

Loh Tai Lee
a member of the Organising Committee

Inset: Winners of the name-the-HD-
portal, Poster, Paper and 3MT™ 
competitions with Prof Paul Teng

Inset: Prof Paul Teng together with the team of event organisers Inset: Ms Cheryl Chen’s brilliant 3MTTM presentation

By Office of Teacher Education

GROUP ENDEAVOURS IN  
SERVICE LEARNING DAY

On 25 September 2013, NIE welcomed Retired Brigadier-General (NS) 
Mr Lowrence Chua, Executive Director of Singapore Discovery Centre, 
to grace Service Learning Day, an event that celebrates community 

outreach by student teachers in Group Endeavours Service Learning (GESL) 
projects. Since its pilot in 2004, approximately 17,437 student-teachers have 
experienced service-learning in our initial teacher preparation programmes. 

In his inspiring address, he encouraged student teachers to sustain efforts 
and take the lead in developing character in their pupils and pass on values 
through meaningful activities and community engagements. The three GESL 
groups picked from the Post Graduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) January 
2013 cohort for the Plenary, exemplified BG (RET) Chua’s advice with their  
unique experiences.

The first group to present was Genesis. The team recounted their experience 
partnering a fledgling charity iC2 PrepHouse by developing an online  
publicity package to boost awareness of the organisation. They also held a 
tactile art workshop for visually-impaired children Group MakeITheard. They 
also partnered the Singapore Association for the Deaf, and organised a 2-hour 
IT workshop for the deaf community focusing on online buying and selling. The 
12 participants learnt and practised how to buy products and put their own 
products on sale with a detailed handbook and 1-to-1 customised tutoring.

Project iNSPIRE reached out to the probationers with the Probation Services 
Branch, providing them with an opportunity to interact with the less privileged 
members of society. Through a series of workshops, a fundraiser event and an 
outing with the beneficiaries from the Movement for the Intellectually Disabled 
of Singapore (MINDS), the probationers developed personal attributes such as 
empathy and resilience.

Above: One of the many GESL projects 
on display

Above: GESL project results brings 
smiles to these student teachers’ faces

Below: The team from Genesis 

Above: A team representative explaining her GESL project to Guest-of-Honour,  
Retired Brigadier-General (NS) Mr Lowrence Chua
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OER CELEBRATES!

The Office of Education Research (OER) celebrated 
the 10th-year anniversary of the Centre for Research in 
Pedagogy and Practice (CRPP) and the transition from 

the 2nd to the 3rd Education Research Funding Program 
(ERFP) on the 8 October 2013. Apart from celebrating  
our success in research, this event also accentuates the 
importance of our on-going collaboration with the Ministry of 
Education (MOE) and schools in Singapore as we continue  
to contribute and impact schools through our research. 

The Guest-of-Honour at the event was Ms Chan Lai Fung,  
Permanent Secretary (Education), MOE. In her opening 
address, she spoke about the successful impacton schools  
from NIE’s education research. She also praised NIE’s 
work in in dissemination research to the schools, citing 
SingTeach an e-magazine targeted at Singapore teachers  
and which is published by OER, as an example. She 
reminded the audience that the nexus of MOE-Schools-
NIE was a vital reason of our education system’s success. 

NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong reiterated Ms Chan’s 
sentiments on the importance of this nexus and how MOE 
has contributed to the growth of education research in 
Singapore by supporting the setting up of CRPP. In its own 
right, CRPP has played a significant role in developing not 
only NIE’s research capabilities, but also in assisting in the 
research conducted with school and ministry collaborators. 

OER Dean Professor Lee Wing On spoke about the 
success of the 2nd ERFP and highlighted the way forward 
for the 3rd ERFP. This would include at least 25 areas of 
education research in our new research endeavour. He 
stressed on the need to continually develop NIE’s research 
capabilities and conduct high-quality research in order to 
positively impact our local schools, as well as the global 
research community at large.   

Guests were then invited to view a poster session which 
showcased 18 OER-funded projects in areas including 
information communications technology, social studies, 
Math, bilingualism, professional learning communities, 
pre-schooling, socioemotional learning, children with 
disabilities, and many more. The posters were well 
received by the GOH and the 200 guests, and it generated 
interesting discussions among colleagues, peers and 
those interested in education research. 

OER received congratulatory messages from Professor 
Allan Luke (former Dean, CRPP) and Professor David Hogan 
(former Dean, OER) who unfortunately could not attend 
the celebrations. We would like to thank the following for 
making OER Celebrates! a memorable event: Ms Chan Lai 
Fung, Professor Leo Tan (former NIE Director); Professor 
S. Gopinathan (former Head, CRPP), Professor Peter 
Freebody (former Vice-Dean, CRPP), Mr Edward D’Silva 
(NIE council member), friends from the English Language 
Institute of Singapore (ELIS), and our NIE colleagues. 

By Office of Education Research By Office of Teacher Education

The inaugural World Educational Research 
Association - International Research Network 
(WERA-IRN) Teacher Education Symposium 2013 

was held on the 27 September 2013 at the National Institute of 
Education (NIE). The theme of the symposium was “Teacher 
Education for the 21st Century: Developing teachers 
who are thoughtful, reflective and inquiring”. Professor 
Tan Oon Seng, Dean, Office of Teacher Education,  is  
the convenor of the WERA-IRN. Associate Professor 
Liu Woon Chia, Associate Dean, Practicum and School 
Partnerships and Professor Jane Conoley, Dean, 
Gevirtz Graduate School of Education, University of 
California, Santa Barbara, US, are co-convenors of the  
research network.
 
Nine prominent teacher educators from Singapore, 
Denmark, New Zealand, Japan, Switzerland, Taiwan and 
the U.S. were invited to share their views on what it means 
to be a thoughtful, reflective and an inquiring teacher, and 
what it takes to develop these teachers. The symposium 
attracted over 100 participants. 

Organised by the Office of Teacher Education, the 
symposium provided a global forum for teacher educators 
and scholars to discuss important issues and share good 
practices. Prof Tan Oon Seng opened the symposium with 
an inspiring speech on ‘Innovating Teacher Education in 
a Complex Era’. He spoke passionately about the need 
for education in the 21st century to empower students so 
that it not only prepares them for the future, but to invent 
our future. He also shared about the need for teacher 
education in the 21st century to be plugged into a dynamic 
learning system and to be future-oriented. He elaborated 
on NIE’s values-based teacher education model designed 
to prepare autonomous thinking teachers for the mission 
of educating the ‘whole child’. He touched on NIE’s TE21 
model that encompasses curriculum improvements for 
alignment to new competencies, values development 
that re-envision teacher professionalism and calling, 
pedagogical changes to emphasize self-directed, inquiry-
based and technologically-enabled learning, tightened 
theory-practice linkages and with strengthened clinical 
school placements through strong school partnerships 
and enhanced mentoring for our student teachers.  

While contexts may differ, there were many lessons learnt 
from the speakers about teacher education in the different 
countries. One key learning point was the emphasis on 
theory-practice nexus and the centrality of teaching 

practice. In her closing, Assoc Prof Liu Woon Chia 
thanked the speakers and noted similar initiatives across 
the countries such as the conscious linking of theoretical 
courses to teaching practice and the use of the e-Portfolio 
as a vehicle to support the theory-practice nexus. She 
emphasised that NIE would continue to learn from other  
high performing systems in order to continually enhance our 
teacher education programmes. 

The invited speakers were given a glimpse of our local 
schools with a visit to Queenstown Secondary School.  
The visit provided the opportunity for the speakers to 
interact with the school management, staff and students. 
They were deeply impressed by the school’s commitment 
and enthusiasm to education, as well as the warm 
hospitality received.

The symposium was planned back-to-back with the 21st 
Southeast Asian Ministers of Education Organisation - 
Regional Centre for Higher Education and Development 
(SEAMEO-RIHED) Governing Board Meeting.  At the 9th 
SEAMEO-RIHED Regional Seminar on Teacher Education 
on 28 September 2013, the speakers were panel members 
on the plenary session on teacher education. The panel, 
chaired by Prof Tan Oon Seng, commented on the 
SEAMEO RIHED countries’ reports on teacher education 
and shared their insights on teacher education. The event 
concluded with strengthened relationships between the 
countries and new learning for both SEAMEO-RIHED 
representatives and the WERA-IRN symposium speakers.  

Inset: The WERA-IRN members at the SEAMEO-RIHED Regional Seminar

Below: Prof Tan Oon Seng, convener of the symposium gives 
the opening paper 

TEACHER EDUCATION  
FOR THE NEXT GENERATION
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By Strategic Planning and Corporate Services

DIRECTOR’S ANNUAL ADDRESS 2013 
Creating multiple teacher education pathways. 
Developing an NIE Academy to build staff capacity. 
Growing NIE’s reputational and relational capital to 
reinforce its status as a global Institute of Distinction. 
It is evident as Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, 
NIE, outlined the Institute’s major initiatives going 
forward in his 2013 Annual Address that NIE is fully 
committed to forging new and ambitious paths as 
we march towards “Destination 2017”.

14

A t last year’s Director’s Annual Address, Professor 
Lee launched NIE’s new five-year strategic plan, 
the “3:3:3 Roadmap (2013-2017)”. At this year’s 

Address, he updated NIE staff on the key initiatives that 
the Institute has embarked on over the past year under the 
new strategic plan. The successful implementation of these 
major initiatives would lift NIE to higher levels of excellence 
in Teaching, Research and Talent Development. He also 
gave us an exciting glimpse of what “Destination 2017” 
may hold for NIE, while urging everyone to do their best  
to realise NIE’s ambitions in a constantly evolving 
educational landscape.

2013 Highlights
• Teaching 

Strengthening teacher education continues to be NIE’s 
core thrust under the refreshed 3:3:3 Roadmap and the 
focus on quality in all aspects must become even more 
pronounced. To develop “Reflective Teachers” equipped 
with the values, skills and knowledge to cater to the 
changing needs of different generations of students, 
Director felt that NIE (and the Office of Teacher Education, 
in particular) has done well to enrich our curriculum with 
more global perspectives, a wider range of electives, 

increased opportunities for international exposure, and 
innovative initiatives such as the e-portfolio. We have put 
in place a distinct, values-based education model aligned 
to MOE’s objectives and needs.

Nevertheless, it is important to continuously review our 
curriculum and ensure that our programmes stay relevant 
in an evolving global landscape. As such, Director had 
asked Professor Tan Oon Seng, Dean of Teacher Education 
(OTE), and Professor Paul Teng, Dean of Graduate Studies 
and Professional Learning (GPL), to explore new Masters 
pathway models with an eye to enhancing the quality of 
teacher education in Singapore.

To not only move ahead of peer institutions but strive to be 
like those that we aspire towards in a challenging operating 
environment, NIE must continue to grow the reach and 
impact of its higher degree, executive education and 
professional development programmes.

NIE must also keep up with global pedagogical 
innovations and practices as the educational landscape 
continues to evolve. A new taskforce has been formed to 
look at enhancing our educational model with blended 
learning and to explore the possibilities that nascent global 
education trends such as MOOCs (Massive Open Online 
Courses) may offer us.

• Research

Research is a key component in NIE’s quest to become a 
global Institute of Distinction. Led by its Dean, Professor 
Lee Wing On, the Office of Education Research (OER) 
has been at the forefront of driving education research 
initiatives at NIE. This year, NIE received the third tranche 
of education research funding from MOE. It is worth noting 
that MOE has significantly increased the amount of grants 
given for each successive tranche, underlining the ever-
growing importance of education research to Singapore 
and the world. Backed by the latest tranche of funding, a 
new five-year research strategic plan, ER3.0, has kicked 
off with the primary aim of raising the profile, capabilities 
and quality of education research at NIE.

Highlighting how NTU/NIE’s standing in the subject of 
Education has been rising swiftly on the global rankings, 
Director made the point that although getting into the top 
places in global academic rankings was not something NIE 
had initially aimed for, it was a clear indication of how well 
we have been doing. NIE’s research impact has also been 
felt in the local schools, with at least a third of Singapore 
schools currently involved in NIE intervention research 
projects. He urged faculty and staff to continue to strive to 
lift the quality and impact of our education and disciplinary 
research with “responsiveness, rigour and relevance.” 

• Talent Development 

As NIE would not be able to achieve any of the above 
accomplishments without the quality  and hard work of its 
academic and administrative staff, talent development is 
the third but by no means least of NIE’s key strategic thrusts. 
Over the past year, Director himself has been leading a 
taskforce looking at developing an “NIE Academy” for 
capacity building. The planned academy would allow 
NIE to tailor professional development initiatives and 
programmes specifically for our needs.

Looking Towards “Destination 2017”
It is evident that NIE has done well in the first implementation 
year of the refreshed 3:3:3 Roadmap, launching key 
initiatives that will be the cornerstones of our success in 
2017. In the coming year, NIE will focus on further developing 
and implementing key strategies, with a vital emphasis on 
growing our reputational and relational capital. Director 
encouraged all staff to play their part in contributing to the 
enhancement of Singapore’s education system. He hopes 
that NIE will continue to have many more success stories 
to celebrate along the journey towards 2017.

Below: (From left) A glowing review for the 10 years of excellence

Inset: Guest-of-Honour, Ms Chan Lai Fung, Permanent Secretary 
(Education) Ministry of Education gives her opening address

Below: (From left) Current Head of CRPP, Assoc Prof Kerry Lee, 
with Prof Peter Freebody and Prof S. Gopinathan



NIE         MILESTONES

NIE’s new Office of Academic 
Administration and Services (OAAS)

NIE Director is first Singaporean 
to receive highest honour from 
Teachers College 

Redesigning Pedagogy 
Conference 2013

C J Koh Professorial Lecture:  
Prof Linda Darling-Hammond

EW Barker Professorship:  
Prof Clyde Williams

NIE wins CIO 100 Honouree 
2013 Award

3 January 2013 saw the launch of the 
Office of Academic Administration 
and Services (OAAS). Created to 
centrally support the student lifecycle 
activities for the Office of Teacher 
Education and Office of Graduate 
Studies and Professional Learning, 
OAAS ensures an integrated student 
services hub.

Overseen by Associate Professor 
Steven Tan, now vital information 
about Admissions, Student Records, 
Course Registration, Examination 
and Graduation for the Initial Teacher 
Preparation, Higher Degree and 
Leadership Learning programmes 
and the Student Services Centre can 
be easily located here. 

On 22 May 2013, Professor Lee Sing 
Kong, NIE Director, became the  
second Asian and the first in Singapore  
to receive the prestigious Medal for 
Distinguished Service Award from 
Teachers College, Columbia University,  
USA. Prof Lee was lauded for his 
outstanding contributions in the areas 
of teacher education and education 
in addition to his ground-breaking 
research and teaching in aeroponics 
to the local community.

NIE played host to the Redesigning 
Pedagogy International Conference 
on 3 June 2013. For the first time, the 
conference welcomed its youngest 
speaker 15-year-old child prodigy, 
Ms Adora Svitak who headlined the 
roster of five keynote speakers.

The conference also saw the 
presentation of local education 
research projects by NIE and from 
the Centre for Research in Pedagogy 
and Practice.

Professor Linda Darling-Hammond 
was present at the Redesigning 
Pedagogy Conference as the 9th 
CJ Koh Professor and as a keynote 
speaker. The conference was held 
from 3 to 6 June 2013.

She praised Singapore on how well  
its education system has been doing  
in the Thinking Schools, Learning  
Nation initiative.

From 4 to 15 March 2013, the Physical 
Education and Sports Science 
(PESS) Academic Group hosted 
Professor Clyde Williams as the 7th 
EW Barker Professor.

Hailing from Loughborough University, 
the United Kingdom, Prof Williams 
shared his insights and research 
findings on sport and exercise nutrition. 

He delivered two public lectures during 
his 12-day stay in Singapore.

On 13 March 2013, NIE was awarded 
and admitted as the CIO 100 
Honouree 2013 for her fifth time. The 
award was received by Mr Tan Hoon 
Chiang, Divisional Director, Academic 
Computing and Information Services 
(ACIS) on behalf of NIE.
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First batch of graduates: Doctor in 
Education Dual Award (IOE-NIE) 

Royal visit of HRH Princess  
Maha Chakri Sirindhorn, Thailand

Joint ‘7th SELF Biennial 
International Conference’ and 
‘ERAS Conference 2013’

Ms Justina Tan from the Psychological  
Studies (PS) Academic Group, Ms 
Chin Tan Ying from MOE, and Ms 
Gog Soon Joo from IAL Singapore, 
were the first batch of doctoral 
students to graduate from the Doctor 
in Education, Dual Award (EdD 
DA) Programme, offered by NIE in 
collaboration with the Institute of 
Education, University of London. 

Her Royal Highness Princess Maha 
Chakri Sirindhorn visited NIE with her 
delegation on 15 August 2013. NIE 
was one of the stops in Her Royal 
Highness’ three-day official state 
visit. Her Royal Highness was given 
a guided tour of the Classroom of 
the Future and presentations made 
by Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director 
and Mr Sin Kim Ho, Deputy Director 
(Sciences), Ministry of Education.

Jointly organised by NIE, the 
International Self-concept Enhancement  
and Learning Facilitation (SELF) 
Research Centre and the Educational 
Research Association of Singapore 
(ERAS),  the conference that was held 
from 9 to 11 September 2013 saw 
nearly 500 scholars and practitioners 
presenting research on topics like 
learning, self-concept and motivation.

OER Celebrates! 10 years of education  
research excellence 

First batch of graduates: MALEC programme

The Office of Education Research (OER) celebrated 10 
years of research achievements in conjunction with the  
Centre for Research of Pedagogy and Practice’s 10th 
anniversary on 8 October 2013.

Officiated by Ms Chan Lai Fung, Permanent Secretary 
(Education), Ministry of Education (MOE), the event 
highlighted OER’s continuing efforts to improve education 
in Singapore. 
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Jointly offered by the National Institute of Education, 
Nanyang Technological University and Teachers 
College, Columbia University, the Master of Arts in  
Leadership and Educational Change (MALEC) sees  
its first batch of graduates at the end of this year.  
Focusing on organisational and curriculum leadership,  
MALEC is an innovative programme that provides 
opportunities to build new cross-national learning  
communities and fraternities, steeped in both local and 
global perspectives. The programme is accredited by 
the New York State Education Department.
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MEXICAN ART

NIE-PEARSON EVENTPROMINENT VISITORS

From 1 to 28 October 2013, the NIE Art Gallery played host to 
a wide range of Mexican artworks crafted by artists from the 
Mexican state of Oaxaca (a few pictured below).

Titled “Presence of Oaxaca in Asia”, the exhibition illustrated the 
current scene of Oaxacan art and also highlighted the bold 
colours and traditions of the Mexican people. Some of the artwork 
on display came from notable Mexican artists such as Mr Rufino 
Tamayo, Mr Amador Montes and Mr Alejandro Santiago.

The Ambassador of the United Mexican States, His Excellency 
Mr Rogelio Granguillhome Morfin, and Ms Beatriz E.Nava, Third 
Secretary (Political, Cultural, Cooperation and Press Affairs) from 
the Embassy of Mexico in Singapore (pictured, bottom right) were 
special guests at an insightful talk held by renowned art critic  
Mr Santiago Espinosa de los Monteros (pictured, top right) on 23 
October 2013.

Mr Santiago also gave another talk on the contemporary art scene 
in Mexico at the NIE Art Gallery on 25 October 2013.

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

By Office of Teacher EducationBy Public, International and Alumni Relations

The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore 
hosted a roundtable discussion with Pearson’s team 
of senior management led by their Chief Education 

Advisor, Sir Michael Barber on the 17th October 2013. 
Both NIE, a leading teacher education institute, and 
Pearson, a leading learning company, have established 
clear strategic agendas in response to rapid changes in 
the world of education. NIE began its journey along its 
strategic 3:3:3 Roadmap in 2007, whilst Pearson launched 
its in-house efficacy framework in 2011.   

The 3:3:3 Roadmap was conceived to guide NIE’s 
strategic growth and development from 2007 to 2017 
and comprises three overarching pillars which articulate 
NIE’s aspirations, three core strategic areas propelling 

the institution forward and three fundamental drivers of 
success. Pearson’s efficacy framework was developed 
with the objective to help learners make progress in their 
lives through learning, and to prove that their products and 
services have a measurable impact.

The roundtable discussion served as a dialogue session 
and an exchange of ideas between NIE and Pearson, 
looking at ways to collectively improve learner outcomes. 
This session represented the first time that Pearson has 
shared their efficacy framework with the public. After 
presentations by the NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong 
and Pearson’s Sir Michael Barber, a lively discussion ensued 
and many thought-provoking insights and viewpoints  
were exchanged.

26 September 2013 
Left: (From left) His 
Excellency Humaid Al Qutami 
(third), Minister of Education, 
United Arab Emirates and 
delegates visited NIE and 
held discussions on teacher 
education and leadership 
programmes.

20 August 2013 
Right: (From left) Dr Pilvi Torsti 
(middle), State Secretary, Ministry 
of Education and Culture, Finland 
visited NIE to learn more about Initial 
Teacher Preparation programmes and  
education research.

31 October 2013
Left: (From left) Mr Thomas 
Strand (third), Member of the 
Swedish Parliament, led his 
fellow MPs on a fact-finding  
trip to NIE to understand the 
pre-service training of  
teachers in Singapore.

17 October 2013 
Right: (First row from left)  
Mr Peter Hughes (fifth), 
Secretary for Education, 
Ministry of Education, 
Wellington, New Zealand and 
his delegation visited NIE 
to discuss teacher training 
in Singapore and visit the 
collaboration classrooms. 



T he Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice  
(CRPP) was established in 2002 to fill a gap in system- 
wide and locally generated educational research. It 

became officially operational on 1 March 2003, with S$48 
million in funding from the Ministry of Education (MOE). 
 
CRPP began under the leadership of Professor Allan Luke. 
Its aim was to develop multidisciplinary research that 
provides a local source of data for policy makers and  
practitioners that informs and, ultimately, improves teaching 

practices in schools. Tasked to build a strong educational 
research culture at NIE, CRPP has done just that and more 
in 10 years. With the establishment of the Learning Sciences 
Lab (LSL) and the Office of Educational Research (OER), 
its mission has also changed. 

In recent years, CRPP has refocused and has returned to 
front-line research as its core business. In addition to its 
traditional focus on pedagogical research, the Centre has 
developed strengths in the study of bilingualism, children-
at-risk and cognitive development. 

In the past ten years, CRPP had been actively engaged 
in disseminating research findings to both practitioners 
and policy makers. Its most visible activity is the biennial 
Redesigning Pedagogy Conference. The three most recent  
conferences each saw more than 1200 local and international  
participants, many of them teachers who are also actively  
involved in research in schools. Many found these  
conferences a useful platform for sharing their research  
findings with others who are equally invested in Singapore’s  
education system and in its future.

To commemorate its 10th anniversary, CRPP has organised 
a number of events including an anniversary logo design 
competition, several symposia including a joint symposium  
with MOE and KK Women’s and Children’s Hospital, and 
an open house during this year’s Redesigning Pedagogy  
Conference. CRPP is looking forward to the next ten years 
of research excellence. With a new tranche of funding from 
MOE, CRPP will be working even more closely with other 
research centres, both at NIE and beyond, to advance the 
frontiers of educational research. 
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By Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group
A LOOK AT NONLINEAR PEDAGOGY
The Nonlinear Pedagogy approach to teaching 

encourages each child to explore and discover the 
best movement solutions for himself/herself; it caters 

for learning differences inherent in individuals. Thus, 
unlike the traditional approaches (we term the traditional 
approach as “Linear Pedagogy” in our research) which 
generally provide direct repetitive instructions and “text-
book” answers as solutions to all movement development 
and problems, the Nonlinear Pedagogy approach is not a 
“one-size-fits-all” method. More specifically, the approach 
focuses on manipulating key task constraints, designing 
representative learning tasks that are more game-like, 
incorporating variability in practices, ensuring strong links 
between perceptual information and movement as well 
as emphasizing movement outcome rather than form. For 
example, for variability in practices, children are provided 
with a variety of racquets and balls in which they can 
choose their preferred equipment. For manipulating task 
constraints (e.g. rules and instructions), court boundaries 
and net heights were adjusted within a game context 
according to the learning goals of the lesson. The learning 
demands of the child were taken into consideration. 

Over the past three years, a research team from the 
Physical Education and Sports Science (PESS) Academic 
Group have been working on an Office of Education 
Research (OER) funded project to investigate the efficacy 
of Nonlinear Pedagogy in teaching physical education. To 
examine this, modified tennis was used as the research 
vehicle to examine the efficacy of key processes present 
in both linear and nonlinear approaches. Primary school 
students with no tennis background were selected for this 
research and had to undergo a learning intervention over 
several weeks comprising either the Nonlinear Pedagogy 
or Linear Pedagogy approach. Changes in performance 
were observed at three levels; the individual, in a game 
setting and in a class setting. 

Preliminary findings show that the Nonlinear Pedagogy 
condition was just as effective as the Linear Pedagogy 
condition even though the instructions on movement in 

the former condition were less explicit and prescriptive.  
At the individual level, participants showed a greater 
variety of movement solutions in the Nonlinear Pedagogy 
group as compared to the Linear Pedagogy group. In the 
later phases of work where the intervention was carried 
out in a game and class setting, children in the Nonlinear 
Pedagogy group were generally able to have longer 
sessions in the co-operative modified tennis games. 

Insightful information was also obtained through interviews 
with the teachers involved in this study. Here are some 
examples of their views regarding the Linear and Nonlinear 
Pedagogy approach: 

These findings suggest that learners display degenerate 
behaviours and that there is more than one way to solve 
our movement problems. Indeed, Nonlinear Pedagogy 
enables each learner to achieve the same task goal through 
various movement pathways that are most effective for 
themselves. As educators, we need to be more mindful 
that every child is unique and learns differently. The 
challenge is to find an approach that enables teachers 
to harness these unique qualities present in each child 
so that they can perform to the best of their abilities.  
This Nonlinear Pedagogy research provides an insight 
to how teachers can use this approach to encourage 
learning for each individual. Future studies will look at how 
Nonlinear Pedagogy can be used to facilitate the transfer 
of learning across different games. 

•	 Linear	Pedagogy:	“I can’t really guide those (that 
were left behind) through the proper execution of 
the stroke. When it came to pair work or the actual 
game, I could see they were not really learning”

•	 Nonlinear	Pedagogy: “The execution of the skill 
was not perfect. Perharps they were more worried 
of the outcome. They probably thought of ‘how I 
should hit the ball over the net into space to win a 
point’ rather than ‘how I should hit it.’

Learning intervention and equipment used in Linear Pedagogy (left column) and Nonlinear Pedagogy (right column)

By Dr Mardiana Bte Abu Bakar, Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Academic Group

NIE ACADEMIC PLAYS  
EXECUTIVE EDITOR ROLE

In November, the first-tier international Journal of 
Curriculum Studies (JCS) turned 45. Associate Professor 
Deng Zongyi of the Curriculum, Teaching and Learning 

(CTL) Academic Group was hard at work editing two 
special issues with the support of general editor Emeritus 
and renowned curriculum scholar Ian Westbury. 

The first Special Issue (Vol 45, No. 5, 2013) is titled “The 
Practical, curriculum, theory and practice” and explores 
the significance of seminal  scholar Joseph Schwab’s  
(1970) essay “The practical: a language for curriculum” 
on curriculum studies, curriculum development, and the 
theory-practice relationship within the current global context 
of standards and accountability. This high-profile special 
issue consists of articles by eminent scholars from different 
parts of the world including Prof Gert Biesta (Luxembourg), 
Prof F. Michael Connelly (Canada), Prof Rudolf Künzli 
(Switzerland) and Prof Ian Westbury (USA). Assoc Prof 
Deng also contributed a paper to the special issue.  
The contributors analyzed current and enduring issues 
facing the curriculum field and made a case for revitalizing 
curriculum studies. 

Another special issue, “Confucianism, modernization and 
Chinese pedagogy (Part Two)”, deals with complex interplay 
between modernisation and the Confucian educational 
tradition. This is a continuation of a special issue in 2011 
(Vol 43, No. 5) which was also edited by Assoc Prof Deng. 
Contributors to the current issue included international 
influential scholars like Prof Ruth Hayhoe (Ontario Institute 
of Studies in Education), Prof Thomas Curran (Sacred 
Heart), and Prof Wu Zongjie (Zhejiang University). 

Assoc Prof Deng has been an executive editor for JCS 
since 2011 and has for the past seven years  established 
himself as an international scholar in the curriculum  
field since 2006. His publications in The Sage Handbook 
of Curriculum and Instruction, Curriculum Inquiry, and JCS 
gained international recognition and he was invited to be 
an associate editor of JCS in 2008. 

Together with Prof  S. Gopinathan and Associate Prof  
Christine Lee, Assoc Prof Deng has also just edited a book 
entitled “Globalization and the Singapore Curriculum: From 
Policy to Classroom”. It is the first book to date to provide a 
comprehensive and critical analysis of Singapore curriculum  
policy and reform in relation to globalisation, and will be 
used as a core text in many post-graduate courses in CTL 
upon its publication later this year. 

By Associate Professor Kerry Lee and Dr Ang Su Yin,  
Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

CRPP TURNS 10!

Left: Conference Guest-of-
Honour, Senior Minister of 
State, Ministry of Law and 
Ministry of Education, Ms 
Indranee Rajah, tries out 
a working memory training 
game at CRPP’s open house
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By Dr Wong Lung Hsiang, Learning Sciences Laboratory

By Office of Teacher Education

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

LAUNCH OF CHINESE IDIOMS TOOLKIT

Informed by the concluded Learning Sciences Lab’s 
(LSL) seamless language learning project “Move, 
Idioms!”（成语，动起来!), a teaching toolkit known as 

“Teaching Chinese Idioms with Animation”（动漫学成语)
was launched during the 3rd International Conference on 
“Teaching and Learning Chinese as Second Language” 
(TLCSL 2013) from 12 to 13 September 2013 in Singapore. 
The toolkit was developed by Singapore Centre for 
Chinese Language (SCCL), the research partner of the 
project, and is published by NTU-SCCL Press. Dr Wong 
Lung Hsiang, the Principle Investigator of the project,  
is one of the co-authors of the toolkit.

Comprising of 13 lesson plans, PowerPoint presentations 
as well as the respective network link addresses for the 
48 animations created by Lu Feng Technology, Taiwan, 
the toolkit caters for the learning needs of Primary 3 to 6 
students in Singapore. Students would be able to master 
48 idioms through “seamless” bridging of language 
input (animation watching) and language output (such 
as utilising the idioms through photo blogging sentence 
making activities in daily life).

Each of the 13 lesson plans comes in two versions, catering 
to pupils of different levels of proficiency. The lesson  
plans demonstrate 13 different strategies for learning 
Chinese idioms. Appended to each lesson plan is a short 
essay explaining the theory underpinning of the strategy. 
These strategies are effective not only for the learning 
of Chinese idioms, but are also for learning Chinese 
vocabulary in general.

This partnership has exemplified how cascading work 
can be jointly implemented by the NIE and SCCL as 
collaborators. Both demonstrated the feasibility of the 
concept and also disseminated adapted teaching 
toolkits through their network with the local schools and 
international practitioners.

Inset: A promotion booth of the teaching 
toolkit was set up at TLCSL 2013

GCEN SYMPOSIUM 2013 BY FAITH, 
NOT BY SIGHT

As a primary school student, Assistant Professor Wong 
Meng Ee from the Early Childhood and Special Needs 
Education (ECSE) Academic Group began experiencing 

a decline in his vision. 

“It was getting harder for me to read and navigate around,”  
he recalled. 

His family sought various medical treatments and specialists as 
his vision worsened. By the age of 11, he was diagnosed with 
Retinitis Pigmentosa – an incurable eye disease characterised 
by black pigmentation and gradual degeneration of the retina. To 
Asst Prof Wong, the news was a turning point to put searching in 
the background and living in the foreground.

He elaborates, “The diagnosis brought about a sense of ‘closure’ 
to me because I knew I had to keep going on with my life.” 

His affirmative and inspiring outlook, which many friends already 
say best describes this academic, is what drives him to be an 
outstanding advocate for the visually challenged. A goal he 
intends to keep going, especially for children, who need help 
transitioning into mainstream schools and even the community 
at large just as he did when he was a kid.

“A collection of experiences led me to be where I am today,” he 
reminisces, “My first job was in the social service sector.” 

For four years he worked at the National Council of Social Service 
and in his third year, was seconded to the Singapore Association 
of the Visually Handicapped for six months as part of a three-
person special task-force team to help the association in their 
governance matters. With a deeper sense of how the industry 
worked, he then joined NIE and teaches special education 
in the Master of Education and Diploma in Special Education 
programmes today. 

Also, as Chairman of the Board for the recently launched iC2 
PrepHouse which is a first-of-its-kind resource centre to support 
the visually impaired, caregivers and families, this is a charity 
effort spearheaded by him and several friends he affectionately 
calls “kindred spirits”. 

“Over the past decade, I’ve met with a few anxious parents 
whose children faced the same visual difficulties as I did as a 
child. Three of them left a great impression on me as they shared 
how they tried many ways to seek the best help for their children 
but always fell short. This was when I realised that we could  
do something to prevent anyone from falling through the cracks,” 
he added. 

In spite of the challenges faced to set up the centre, a common 
goal shared amongst the group of friends helped to see through 
iC2 PrepHouse’s official opening.  

“This is a celebration of relationships and friendships. This is the 
nexus that pulled us together to make this possible. As active 
participants in the centre, we’re ready to get things started.” Asst 
Prof Wong says with a smile.

Life, has certainly had to catch up with this happy-go-lucky 
Professor who pursues it with a ferocious passion – he has run five 
full marathons and is a former competitive swimmer. He added 
that his faith in God and love for sports have kept his fighting 
spirit fit. Asked about his response to life’s down moments, he 
stated happily: “I go for a long run to alleviate stress!”

ABOUT  
iC2 PREPHOUSE
Opened in 2012, the iC2 PrepHouse is a 
resource centre that provides programmes, 
services and support to help visually 
impaired students develop independent 
and important skills so that they are able 
to lead fulfilling lives. Through counselling 
and guidance from trained professionals, 
iC2 PrepHouse aims to help parents and 
families to cope with the changing needs of 
children with visual impairment.

Inset: Asst Prof Wong (left) and his guide,  
Mr Lawrence Ang (right), setting the pace  
at the 2013 Standard Chartered Marathon

The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore  
and the Ministry of Education jointly hosted the 
third Global  Cities in Education Network (GCEN)   

symposium in October 2013 and welcomed over 70  
participants  from: Seattle, Denver, Houston, Lexington, Hong 
Kong, Melbourne, Seoul, Shanghai, Singapore and Toronto.

GCEN has been established by the Asia Society as a 
mechanism for educators and decision makers in Asia and 
North America to collaboratively dream, design and deliver 
internationally informed solutions to common challenges 
which education systems are currently grappling with.

The delegates arrived in Singapore on the 7 October 
2013 and visited various institutions including Crest 
Secondary,  National University of Singapore (NUS) High 
School of Math and Science, School of The Arts, School of 
Science and Technology, Singapore Sports School, Ngee 
Ann Polytechnic, Singapore Polytechnic and ITE College 
Central on the 8 and 9 October 2013 to gain a deeper 
understanding of Singapore’s educational system.

NIE hosted the Global Cities in Education Network’s Third 
Symposium on its Nanyang Campus with the theme focused 
on ‘Teaching and Assessing 21st Century Competencies: 
An International Perspective.’ The symposium started off 
with representatives from various cities sharing an update 
on the progress of their educational systems since the 
last symposium that sparked of an interesting discussion 
during the panel session that focused on instructional 
strategies to promote 21st century skills. In the two-day 
symposium, delegates shared their challenges and plans 
to prepare their citizens for the 21st century workplace. The 
symposium covered a range of topics that focus on teaching 
and assessing 21st century skills from an international 
perspective. While day one of the symposium had a strong 
underlying theme of ‘Teaching 21st century skills, day two 
of the symposium focused on ‘the assessment 21st century 
skills.’ The lively and interactive sharing among cities forged 
strong partnerships and plans to learn from one another  
at a deeper level.
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For the second time since the Masters in Education (Special 
Education) programme inauguration introduction last 
year, another student has been awarded the Society For 

Reading and Literacy Research (SRL) Award 2013.

Ms Patricia Ng Mui Hoon beat 12 applicants from several 
post-secondary and tertiary institutions to win the award at 
the SRL Annual Forum held at the National Library Board 
on 28 September 2013. Patricia Ng is currently completing 
her Master in Education (M. Ed.) by dissertation. 

Her research study for the SRL Award is an offshoot 
from her dissertation on “An Investigative Study on the 
Effectiveness of Scaffolding Interrogatives Method to teach 
Reading Comprehension to Children with Autism Spectrum 
Disorders” under the supervision of Assistant Professor 
Noel Chia Kok Hwee from Early Childhood and Special 
Needs Education (ESCE) Academic Group.

Ms Ng graduated from the College of Physical Education 
in 1987 and pursued her love for teaching at Tampines 
Junior College. After six years of teaching, her husband’s 
career switch took the family out of Singapore to the United 
Kingdom. There, Patricia taught piano and also took up 
other administrative jobs. She also continued her pursuit 
of learning and earned her Bachelor of Arts in Business 
and Management at Glasgow Caledonian University in 
2008. That provided her a job opportunity in business 
administration at Temasek Polytechnic. Her career 
development there gave her great insights to business 
development, planning of professional development 
courses, recruitment, finance and general administration. 

To further understand the special needs of her youngest 
son, she spent some time volunteering at an autism centre 
near her home. That reignited her passion for teaching 

and she decided to pursue the M.Ed. in Special Education 
course at the National Institute of Education (NIE). The 
dedicated teaching and resources provided for research 
at NIE enabled her to soak up invaluable knowledge in  
her area of studies. 

She benefitted greatly and wrote a paper titled “A Brief 
Updated Examination on the Enigma of Hyperlexia 
published in the Journal of Reading and Literacy”. 
Another publication to her name with Asst Prof Noel Chia 
in co-authorship is a book called “Teaching Reading 
Comprehension to Children with Hyperlexia with 40 
Passages ready for Use” (Pearson Education). 

There is not a shadow of a doubt that Patricia aspires to 
dedicate herself in the area of special needs after the 
invaluable learning experience in NIE.

The guiding philosophy that valedictorian Mr Benny 
Lee Kah Chong shared with his peers in his speech 
at the Leaders in Education Programme Graduation 

Dinner on 10 October 2013 was:

To Mr Lee, every student and teacher has his or her own 
strengths and an educator’s role is to help them find their 
own strengths and purpose in life. He added, “This is 
what makes school leadership different from other forms 
of leadership. It is not just about doing things right and 
running our school efficiently, but also about doing the 
right things.”

The annual Leaders in Education Programme (LEP) is 
offered by the National Institute of Education (NIE) for senior 
educators specially selected by the Ministry of Education 
(MOE). The full-time programme that runs on a six-month 
duration aims to not only provide senior educators with a 
skillset essential to performing the role of a principal but 
also the experiences to promote creative thinking and 
problem-solving to meet the needs of an ever-changing 
education landscape. 

This year, a total of 26 senior educators, including three 
from Brunei, graduated from the LEP. They received their 
certificates at the Dinner from Mr Heng Swee Keat, Minister 
for Education.

Congratulations to Humanities and Social Studies Education (HSSE) 
Academic Group Assistant Professor Ho Li-Ching who has received 
the 2013 CUFA Early Career Award given by the College and University 

Faculty Assembly (CUFA) of the National Council of Social Studies (NCSS), 
the main international professional organisation for social studies academics 
and educators. Dr Ho received the award on 21 November 2013 at the CUFA-
NCSS Annual Conference in St. Louis, Missouri.

This is a significant and outstanding accomplishment for NIE and HSSE and 
testifies to Dr Ho’s outstanding work and efforts amongst scholars in the field.

The academic’s latest achievement has also garnered many positive reviews, 
of which some are listed here:

“A truly impressive portfolio for an early career scholar.”

“Her methodologies, collaborative work, and analyses represent a high 
level of sophistication. The construction of the literature reviews provides 
solid theoretical grounding for her analyses and sets up a careful rationale 
for the significance of her work. This is all too rare.”

“Dr Ho’s record of scholarship reflects a rich research program, in which 
insights from one study help to shape the next study. Taken together, her 
work has a coherence, depth, and significance that is rare for scholars at 
this stage of their careers.”

Well done Dr Ho! We look forward to even more achievements from you.

Below: (From left) Ms Patricia Ng (third) together with 
Mr Norman Kee Kiak Nam (first) and Asst Prof Noel Chia 
(second) and her family.

By Ms Patricia Ng Mui Hoon, Winner of the Society For Reading and Literacy Research Award 2013

By Public, International and Alumni Relations 

A LOVE FOR TEACHING LEADERS IN EDUCATION 
GRADUATION DINNER

Above: Mr Benny Lee Kah Chong, Valedictorian and 
recipient of the Lee Kuan Yew Award, received his award 
from Minister for Education, Mr Heng Swee Keat

Above: Award winners with Mr Heng Swee Keat, Minister for Education (fourth 
from left), Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam, President of the Republic of Singapore, and  
Mrs Mary Tan, First Lady (fifth and sixth from left)

Inset: Leaders in Education Programme 2013 participants

“It is about planting the flower seeds where the 
bucket leaks and playing that critical role in helping 
the leaking bucket find its purpose in life.”

CONGRATS TO NIE ALUMNIEARLY CAREER AWARD
NIE congratulates our alumni who were conferred the President’s Award for Teachers on 5 September 2013 by the  
President of the Republic of Singapore, Dr Tony Tan Keng Yam. The NIE Community celebrates your achievements with you!

The recipients are... (from left to right)

•	Mdm Shakila Jamal Mohamed 
 Da Qiao Primary School

•	Mdm Chee Mui Choo
 Xinghua Primary School

•	Mr Lee Beng Wah
 Bedok Green Secondary School

•	Mdm Lee Yee Tyng
 Hougang Secondary School

•	Ms Lim Chye Ling @ Nurul Huda 
 Kent Ridge Secondary School 

•	Mdm Chan Puay San 
 Innova Junior College

RESEARCH

By Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group



Ms Krystle Lau exemplifies the role of a true community  
advocate. In just the past 3 years, her passion in serving 
the community has seen her being heavily involved in 

leadership roles in grassroots activities.
 
Always thinking of new ways of how to promote the community spirit 
through organising events for the residents in her neighborhood, 
she fondly recalls how she initiated a community visit to local farms 
and factories, to promote social cohesion amongst residents. “It 
was very rewarding to observe how the residents had formed 
friendships through the visit. Now, when they meet each other in 
the estate, I’d see them happily striking up conversations with one 
another,” she related.
 
Krystle also shared with us her inspirations for becoming a teacher.
 
She recalls working as a camp facilitator whilst awaiting her A-level 
results. During that time, she had many opportunities to interact 
with students from both primary and secondary schools. These 
interactions left a lasting impression on her as they motivated 
her decision to take on teaching as a career. “Through the 
conversations I shared with them, I was inspired to try to become 
a role model for them when they needed one” she explained.
 
To top it all off, having parents as teachers also meant that dinner 
conversations often centered on classroom strategies and lesson 
planning. Their dedication convinced this 23-year-old to give even 
more to the community through the same vocation choice.
 
Awarded the MOE Masters Sponsorship, Krystle’s journey to 
becoming a teacher has just begun as she begins her postgraduate 
Masters degree in English Language and Language Teaching at 
the University of Edinburgh, Scotland.

A COMMUNITY 
ADVOCATE 
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By NIE Alumnus, Mr Ng Yeow Ling, Westwood Primary School

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

DISCOVERING POSITIVE EDUCATION

Positive Education, simply put, is the incorporation of the 
science of positive psychology into the life and work of 
schools. It is aimed at developing a positive professional 

culture that fosters productivity, collegiality and support for 
the success and wellbeing of both staff and students.

At Westwood Primary School, we engaged all our pioneering 
staff on a schoolwide strategic conversation and year-long 
envisioning journey, premised on Appreciative Inquiry of 
“Discovery”, “Dream”, “Design” and “Destiny”, to engender a  
shared understanding of our aspiration to deliver Positive Education.

To this end, we adopt “Character Strengths” as ways of 
thinking, feeling, and behaving that enable high functioning 
and performance (Peterson & Seligman, 2004). These are  
the fundamental values-based instincts that we want all 
members of the Westwood community to internalise and 
demonstrate on a daily basis. The cultural DNA that defines 
us as a Westwood family are a “Heart of Gratitude”; “Resilient 
Mindset”; “Passion for Community”; and “Future-Ready 
Confidence”. Our focus is to nurture “A Flourishing Pupil”, who 
is a self-directed learner, a concerned citizen, a confident 
person and a compassionate leader.

Below: The thriving community of Westwood Primary 
School staff

To realise these student outcomes, every Westwood staff 
aims to be a teacher-leader and a community-builder. 
Guiding us are our Teacher Belief, “A Talented and Unique 
Individual with the Potential for Success”, and Staff Culture, 
“of GROWTH - to LEAD”, encapsulating key staff attributes 
we desire in each of us, namely Generosity, Respect, 
Open-mindedness, Wellbeing, Trust, Happiness; so as to 
Love, go the Extra mile, Act on our belief, and finally to Drive.

Overall, our aspiration for Westwood Primary is 
“To become a positive institution that inspires the 
community to lead meaningful and engaged lives”. 
This is our quest to deliver positive education, live out 
positivity as a school to inspire our community, both 
within and without, to find meaning, purpose and 
engagement in all we undertake. For more details, visit:  
http://www.westwoodpri.moe.edu.sg/

	  

EVENT

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
DATE VENUE CONTACT

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony
January 2014

Let’s Talk NTU

Service Learning Day 2014

NIE Staff Awards cum Annual Staff Lunch

GPL Open House 2014

14 Jan 2014

18 Jan 2014

12 Feb 2014

22 Feb 2014

1 Mar 2014

Nanyang Auditorium, 
NTU

Suntec City 
Convention Centre

NIE Singapore

Mandarin Orchard 
Singapore

NIE Singapore

Ms Leow Shee Yin 
Email sheeyin.leow@nie.edu.sg

Mr Eric Yeo 
Email eric.yeo@nie.edu.sg

Ms Jann Tan
Email gesl@nie.edu.sg

Ms Tan Ke Ying Tiffany                                                           
Email keying.tan@nie.edu.sg

Ms Imelda Binte Rostam                                                        
Email imelda.rostam@nie.edu.sg

Mr Nicholas Tay Shi Cheong                                                                                                  
Email nicholas.tay@nie.edu.sg
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Above: Ms Krystle Lau receiving the NIE Award from 
Guest-of-Honour, Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower

Below: Ms Krystle Lau and her parents
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