
  
Title Building on strong foundations: A personal account of developments in 

educational research at NIE  
Author(s) S. Gopinathan 
Source The NIE Researcher, 1(1), 5 
Published by National Institute of Education (Singapore) 
  
 
This document may be used for private study or research purpose only. This document or 
any part of it may not be duplicated and/or distributed without permission of the copyright 
owner. 
 
The Singapore Copyright Act applies to the use of this document. 
 
 



Foundations: Personal of 
Educational Research 

15. Gopinathan, NIECER~ 

recognised 

in 

in 

(C4RE) Wong Kooi, 
~ i r e c t a r  

NIECER, 
NIE been 

- 

Leicester 
tnstitute 

Newcastle 
NIPS 

In 
NIE's 
Darusalaarn's 

as 

and 
within 

N[E and 

In 
worklng 

ERA'S 

consultancjservices, 
(CAAC) tuition 

realised equally 

MEd. book 

WCER Bul [etin 

retrosped 
NIE's 

producinga 

second, national 
N1E 

on 

Building on Strong A Account 
Developments in at NIE 

Former Head 

It is widely that both policy making in education 
and strong systems of education arebest built upon a strong 
base of educational research. Singapore's urgent needs 
the sixties and seventies meant that this knowledge base 
had to be borrowed, and such borrowing, suitably 
contextualised, served us well. The eighties was a period 
of capacity building with many staff in the Institute of 
Education being sponsored for postgraduate studies, 
principally to the US, UK and Australia. 

With the establishment of the National Institute of Education 
1991 an opportunity arose to further extend research 

efforts with the formation of the Centre for Applied Research 
in Education, headedby Prof. Sirn former 

of the Institute of Education. The principal 
objectives of CARE, and its successor, the NIE Centre for 
Education Research (NIECER), were to  encourage 
collaborative and cross-national research in NIE. 

First through CARE, and and later through and the 
efforts of academic departments, has able to 
strengthen and deepen the body of educational research in 
Singapore. Among the noteworthy projects overseen by 
NIECER were collaborative research projects with the 
University of on group work, with the University 
of London's of Education on effective schools and 
with the University of on mother tongue 
maintenance. NIECER also facilitated involvement in 
the Six Nation Education and Research Project (SNERP), 
especiallythose involving language education, science and 
mathematics, and higher education. a similar fashion, 
NIECER enabled research collaboration with the 
Universiti Brunei Faculty of Education; the 
collaboration spanned topics diverse as mathematics 

education, evaluation of teacher education programmes, 
counselling, leadership, language education. 
Collaborative projects undertaken by departments 

often involving teachers in schools included the 
project on the development of science curricula. 

addition to facilitating research, NIECER extended its 
reach by closely with the Educational Research 
Association to jointly host talks and seminars, especially 
on research methodology. annual conferences were 
a valuable platform for research presentations by NIE staff-
Another example of outreach was the provision of  

for example, the evaluation of Chinese 
Development Assistance Council's classes. 

NIECER early on that it was important to 
disseminate the fruits of the research effort and the 
Bulletin was established, It carried accounts of research 
projects, listings of and doctoral dissertations, 
reviews and news of important national and regional 
education conferences. was distributed to 
policy makers and researchers in Singapore and the region. 
In it proved to be a valuable vehicle for signalling 

considerablecapacity for educational research. Also 
published were some20 Occasional Papers. 

Twenty years of commitment to usable body of 
educational research, the first decade building up staff 
capacity and the establishing a and 
international presence, leaves in a strong position to 
build for the future. The strong commitment the part of 
MOE tosupport educational research and funding has been 
generous. There is  every expectation that the new decade 
will further burnish NIEfs reputation. 
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