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B
y now, many of our student 
teachers are running the final leg 
of their training at the National 
Institute of Education (NIE). 

Preparing for the Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremony and graduation, their excitement  
is almost palpable around campus. 
Admittedly, this is a happy time for all of 
us and a proud moment where we can 
showcase the fruits of our labour. 

Thus the June 2014 theme, “Opening 
Doors for Higher Education”, is an apt 
testament to the new chapter in our young 
teachers’ lives and the start of fresh 
possibilities for life-long learning ahead. 

This is an exciting time for NIE. Many 
milestones are noted beginning with 
the changing of directorship when we 
welcome Director-Designate, Professor 
Tan Oon Seng and bid a fond farewell to 
NIE’s Outgoing-Director, Professor Lee 
Sing Kong on 1 July 2014. This notable 
occasion, featured in our Corporate 
Development section, is accompanied 
by other memorable ones such as the 
popular CJ Koh Professorial Lecture 
which featured Professor Dennis Shirley 
and the return of our latest cohort of 
International Practicum student teachers, 
respectively. Thanks in part to the EW 
Barker Race (page 10) and the Office 
of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning’s (GPL) Open House (pages 8 
and 9), NIE was bustling with activities. 
We hope the GPL Open House 
brings forth a new wave of teaching 
contemporaries eager to join the field of 
education. Collectively, we donned our  
party gear to enjoy the NIE Annual Staff  
Lunch which drew an impressive 
800-strong community together to 
celebrate the past year.

On a special note, the centerfold 
continues with the recipients of the 
NTU Nanyang Award 2013. They are 
our peers, colleagues and friends who 
will share their insight and inspire us 
with their personal experiences in the 
Special Feature.

We also look to the Research section on 
pages 22 to 24 for the latest news on 
valuable research contributions made 
to Singapore and beyond our shores. 
Lest we forget, NIE and ExxonMobil 
commemorated its 10th cycle of the 
Caring Teacher Awards this year. We 
provide a very worthy mention of these 
teachers in the Alumni section. The 
ceremony continues to highlight and 
represent many teaching professionals 
who exemplify the meaning of being a 
caring teacher. We salute the past and 
present award recipients and look forward 
to even more heart-warming moments in 
the annals of teaching excellence. 

We hope you find this a good read and 
here’s wishing you a great quarter ahead. 
Signing off in my final edition as Guest 
Editor of NIE News, I leave you with these 
words by Pablo Picasso: “Every now and 
then one paints a picture that seems to 
have opened a door and serves as a 
stepping stone to other things.” I sincerely 
hope NIE will open many doors and 
serve as a stepping stone for whatever 
pathways you choose to pursue.

Associate Professor Mark Baildon, Head, 
Humanities and Social Studies Education 
Academic Group
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CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 3

P
rofessor Tan Oon Seng has 
headed the Psychological Studies  
Academic Group from 1 July 
2003 to 31 December 2008. 

His appointment as Dean of Teacher 
Education is a position that he has held 
since September 2008. 

A tenured professor of NTU, he has an 
outstanding track record as an educator 
and university professor. He has 
culminated almost three decades of 
experience pronounced in teaching and 
administration experience at Singapore 
schools. NIE Singapore looks forward to 
Prof Tan’s leadership.

Speaking about his new appointment, 
Prof Tan said, “NIE plays an integral 
part in growing the teaching fraternity in 
Singapore. I feel greatly honoured and 
blessed to have an excellent team of 
colleagues with me as I take on the helm 
of the NIE directorship. As an advocate 
for the strengthening of the calling and 
scholarship of the teaching profession 

I believe NIE is poised for exciting 
opportunities to work with the MOE, the 
university, schools, the community and 
our international partners.

“The legacy of NIE’s leadership and 
positioning enables us to lead in teacher 
education and education research in 
unique ways. With a strong base in a 
research-intensive university we want 
our teachers to be highly thinking and 
grounded with multiple perspectives 
to face a changing world. In close 
collaboration with MOE, we desire to 
build strong professionalism with clear 
ethos and responsible citizenship. 
In partnership with the professional 
community and schools we aspire to 
develop highly competent teachers. 
I hope to contribute my insights and 
experience as a teacher, pedagogy-
innovator, cognitive educator and 
education researcher in helping NIE’s 
catalytic role of flourishing learning for 
our future generations in Singapore,” 
he noted.

WELCOME, NIE DIRECTOR

THANK YOU PROFESSOR LEE SING KONG 

F
or more than seven years, 
Professor Lee Sing Kong has 
been serving as Director, NIE. 
Under his stewardship, NIE took 

a systematic review of teacher education 
programmes in partnership with MOE 
and its schools, using the revised 
National Curriculum as key guides. The 
resulting 21st-century teacher education 
model was launched in 2009 to develop 
teachers with the key values, skills and 
knowledge necessary to function in the 
21st-century classroom.

The Thinking Teachers framework that 
crystallises NIE’s unique paradigm of 
value-based teacher education in the 
design, delivery and enhancement of NIE  
programmes and courses, is often cited 
as a reference point by the international 
teaching fraternity. Prof Lee also saw 
to a further elaboration of the new 
pedagogies and transformed NIE’s 
tutorial rooms campus-wide, to promote  
a more conducive and collaborative 
environment for learning and teaching 
that would enable the acquisition of 21st 
century skills.

Prof Lee will be succeeded by Professor 
Tan Oon Seng, Dean of Teacher Education. 
On his successor, Prof Lee said, “I have 
known Oon Seng as a dedicated leader 
whose passion in teacher education 
knows no bounds. I am confident that 
he will bring NIE to a new height as an 
Institute of Distinction.”

Prof Lee will assume a new position at 
the Nanyang Technological University 
as Vice President (Education Strategies). 
He will lead in the development of the 
Centre for Research and Development in 
Learning or CRADLE for short. The newly 
created position underlines NTU’s intent 
in setting out the University’s learning 
and teaching priorities and mapping out 
the direction of new initiatives and their 
implementation university-wide. 

NIE Singapore wishes Prof Lee Sing Kong 
all the best in his next appointment and 
looks forward to his continual support and 
contributions to the Institute and beyond.

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 3



T
he fourth International Summit 
on the Teaching Profession 
(ISTP 2014) jointly organised 
by the New Zealand Ministry of 

Education, the Organisation for Economic 
Co-operation and Development (OECD) 
and Education International (EI) was held 
in Wellington, New Zealand on 28 and 29 
March 2014. 

The event brought together Education 
Ministers and leaders of national teachers’ 
unions from jurisdictions that, according 
to OECD’s Progress in International 
Student Achievement (PISA) survey are 
either classified as high-performing or 
have rapidly-improving school systems. 
The official delegations included 
ministerial representations from Canada, 
Hong Kong, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, 
Germany, Japan, the Netherlands, 
Poland, Sweden, UK (Scotland), USA, 
Singapore and New Zealand. Observer 
delegations included representatives 
from Australia, Brazil, Malaysia, Mexico 
and Vietnam.

The Singapore delegation was led 
by Senior Minister of State, Ministry 
of Law and Ministry of Education, Ms 
Indranee Rajah. Our country delegation  
included Mr Lam Yi Young, Deputy 
Secretary of Policy from the Ministry of 
Education (MOE); Mrs Chua-Lim Yen 

Ching, Executive Director of the Academy 
of Singapore Teachers; Mr Clarence  
Tang, Director of Human Resource 
Solutions and Capabilities from MOE; Mr 
Mike Thiruman, President of the Singapore 
Teachers’ Union; and MOE officers,  
Ms Cindy Eu and Ms Sharmini Johnson. 

Professor Andreas Schleicher, Deputy 
Director for Education at the OECD, 
presented the PISA 2012 results. This 
provided the background to focus on 
issues that were raised pertaining to 
helping schools with greatest needs, 
achieving equity and creating conducive 
learning environments for all.  
 
Mr Anthony Mackay, Executive director of 
the Center for Strategic Education, also 
moderated the summit sessions which  
included inputs from country representatives  
as well as a G7 panel of experts. 

The Panel included Professor Michael 
Fullan, Professor Emeritus of the 
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education 
at University of Toronto; Professor 
Viviane Robinson, Distinguished 
Professor in the School of Learning, 
Development and Professional Practice 
and Academic Director of the Centre 
for Educational Leadership at The 
University of Auckland; Professor Linda 
Smith, Distinguished Professor and 

Chancellor’s Professor of Psychological 
and Brain Sciences at Indiana University; 
Professor Richard Teese, Professor 
of Post-Compulsory Education and 
Training at the University of Melbourne; 
Professor Linda-Darling Hammond, 
Charles E. Ducommun Professor  
of Education and Faculty Director of the 
Stanford Center for Opportunity Policy in 
Education at Stanford Graduate School 
of Education; Professor Lee Sing Kong, 
National Institute of Education (NIE) 
Director and Professor Tan Oon Seng, 
Director-Designate and Dean of Teacher 
Education, NIE.

Ms Indranee Rajah, Senior Minister of 
State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of 
Education, shared on Singapore’s efforts 
in creating learning opportunities for every 
child, ensuring a strong foundation from 
the early years, providing comprehensive 
support for all teachers, and resources 
for levelling up schools, creating diverse 
pathways for students and providing of 
online leaning resources. NIE Director, 
Professor Lee Sing Kong highlighted 
the importance of inculcating values in 
teacher preparation and tapping on the 
technological affordances of Information 
and Communication Technology (ICT). 

NIE Director-Designate, Prof Tan Oon Seng 
shared on the changing roles of teachers 

SINGAPORE CITED AS THE GOLD STANDARD
By Public, International and Alumni Relations 
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P rofessor Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director-Designate, Dean of  
Teacher Education and Associate  
Professor Low Ee Ling, Head, 

Strategic Planning and Academic 
Quality were invited panellists at Harvard 
University’s Advanced Leadership Initiative 
(ALI) Think Tank entitled, “Education for 
the 21st Century” held at the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education and The  
Charles Hotel at Cambridge, Massachusetts  
from 24 to 26 April 2014. The Advanced 
Leadership Initiative is a highly innovative 
programme designed by different faculties  
of law, business, government, education, 
medicine and public health within Harvard 
University to prepare experienced leaders  
to take on new challenges in the social 
sector where they potentially can make 
an even greater societal impact than they  
did in their careers. ALI participants are  
conferred the status of fellows and typically  
have the profile of being past Chief 
Executive Officers (CEOs) of huge 
multinational companies, foundations 
and non-profit organisations, not least  
Goldman Sachs, Mercantile Bank, Pearson 
Foundation and Superintendents and top 
level civil servants.

Prof Tan talked about how education 
leads to freedom and how it is deeply 
important to empower, trust and reward 

teachers, the bulwark of the education 
system. He also shared about being 
asked by a scholarship interview panel 
at the age of 19 to consider “building 
people, instead of building bridges” as 
he was asked to consider teaching as 
a career of choice. He has never looked 
back since and believes passionately 
that every learner can be helped to learn 
and to achieve their lifelong dreams. 

Assoc Prof Low shared about the latest 
21st century educational initiatives in 
Singapore and how teacher education 
had to be transformed in tandem in order to 
be able to prepare teachers who can help 
learners achieve 21st century learning 
outcomes. Other esteemed invited  
panellists included the Assistant Secretary  
of Education, Ms Deborah S. Delisle, 
Assistant Secretary for elementary and  
secondary education, from the US 
department of education, commissioners, 
superintendents of education, founders 
and CEOs of non-profit organisations, 
academics and ALI fellows.

Whilst there, Prof Tan and Assoc Prof Low 
also met up with the Executive Director 
of the Programme for Professional 
Education to explore several models for 
offering joint executive programmes. 
They were both also participating in the 

Global Education Innovation Initiative 
(GEi2) which aims to develop a global 
education leadership for 21st century 
education through the study ofinnovative 
practices, educational leadership and 
establishment of a learning network in 
educational innovation.

HARVARD THINKERS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

as designers, not just implementers 
of learning environments and the need 
for re-connecting of major players in 
the education system for collaborative 
planning and action and the need to tap 
on research that provides an evidence-
base to inform future educational policy 

goals and directions. Mr Tony Mackay 
provided the ultimate accolade for 
Singapore in his closing remarks, stating 
clearly that “Singapore has provided a 
gold standard for the ISTP.” Countries 
also presented their areas of focus 
as they move forward and Singapore 

shared on working towards a greater 
alignment between the performance 
management system, building capacities 
for the teacher leadership tracks and 
enriching online learning resources. 
ISTP 2015 will be hosted by Canada and 
ISTP 2016 will be hosted by Germany. 
Identified themes in the coming summits 
include agendas pertaining to areas 
such as early childhood education, 
engaging communities, building strong 
collaboration and partnerships and the 
effective use of technology.

Previous Page (Bottom): The Singapore 
delegation consisted of: Front Row (From 
left): Mr Mike Thiruman, Ms Indranee Rajah, 
Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and 
Ministry of Education, Mr Lam Yi Young; Back 
Row (From left): Prof Lee Sing Kong, Mr 
Clarence Tang, Mrs Chua-Lim Yen Ching and 
Prof Tan Oon Seng

The theme for the 2014 summit was: “Excellence, Equity and Inclusiveness – 
High Quality Teaching for All”. It was deliberated through three main sessions, 
with examples drawn from different systems and covered the follow questions: 

1) “How can high quality teachers and leaders be attracted into and retained 
in schools with greatest needs?” 

2) “What are the levers for achieving equity in increasingly devolved 
education systems?” 

3) “How can learning environments be created to address the needs of all 
children and young people?”

Above: Prof Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director-
Designate and Dean of Teacher Education 
and Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Head, Strategic 
Planning and Academic Quality at the 
Harvard Advanced Leadership Initiative 
Think Tank 
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The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore extends her 
heartfelt wishes and congratulations to NIE Council Deputy 
Chairman, Mr Chia Mia Chiang, on his recent appointment as 
President of the Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts (NAFA). After 14 

years as the Principal of Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Mr Chia joined NAFA on 1 
April 2014. Mr Chia had served on the NIE Council since 1 January 2012 
and had also been a board member of the National Environment Agency; 
School of Science and Technology, Singapore; Science Centre Singapore; 
Singapore Workforce Development Agency; and Workplace Safety and 
Health Institute.

PRESIDENT OF NANYANG 
ACADEMY OF FINE ARTS

NIE HOSTS AND PARTNERS WITH HARVARD’S GLOBAL 
EDUCATION INNOVATION INITIATIVE WORKSHOP
By Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality  

N
IE played host to the partners of 
the Global Education Innovation 
Initiative (GEII) who were in 
campus for a three-day workshop 

from 17 to 19 March 2014. The initiative, 
helmed by Harvard Graduate School 
of Education, aims to develop a global 
education leadership for 21st century 
education through the study of innovative 
practices, educational leadership and 
establishment of a learning network in 
educational innovation. 

The current network consists of 
partnering educational institutes or 
research agencies from Brazil, Chile, 
China, India, Israel, Mexico, United 
States and Singapore, as represented by 
the National Institute of Education (NIE), 
Singapore. Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director-Designate and Dean of Teacher 
Education, and Associate Professor Low 
Ee Ling, Head of Strategic Planning 

and Academic Quality, are Singapore’s 
representatives on the initiative. 

In the three-day workshop, the Singapore 
members were joined by Professor 
Fernando Reimers, GEII Director, Dr 
Connie Chung, Research and Programme 
Coordinator, Mr Aditya Natraj, Executive 
Director and Ms Monal Jayaram 
Poduval, Progamme Director of Kaivalya 
Education Foundation and Professor 
Sergio Cárdenas-Denham of the Centre 
for Economics Research and Teaching, 
Mexico. The delegates discussed 
individual partners’ case studies on the 
GEII 21st century competency framework, 
held dialogues with relevant parties 
and visited Kranji Secondary School 
and ITE College Central to understand 
more about Singapore’s 21st century 
competencies framework. Additionally, 
they had closed-door dialogues with 
key players in the Singapore Education 

system, senior management of NIE and 
industry leaders.

A public symposium entitled “Educating 
Students for the 21st century” facilitated 
by Prof Tan Oon Seng and Prof Fernando 
Reimers was held on 19 March 2014. The 
event attracted about 55 educators from 
the schools, the Ministry of Education and 
NIE faculty who shared valuable insights 
about the teaching and assessment of 
21st century competencies from different 
sectors of the Education system in 
Singapore. Another GEII meeting was 
held at the Harvard Graduate School of 
Education from 24 to 26 April 2014.

Below: Global Education Innovation Initiative  
partners with Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director  
(first row, second from left); Prof Tan Oon Seng,  
NIE Director-Designate and Dean of Teacher  
Education; and Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Head 
of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT6



N
IE held its inaugural open house 
for the soon-to-be-launched 
NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars 
Programme (TSP), as well as for 

the Bachelor of Arts / Science in Education 
degree programmes, on 8 March 2014. 
Attracting over 1,000 visitors to its booth 
(pictured above), talks and campus tours, 
the NIE activities were organised as part 
of the DISCOVER LIFE @NTU open house 
event for prospective undergraduates, 
their family and friends.

More than 60 faculty, staff and students 
came together to showcase NIE’s 
distinctive academic programmes, niches  
of excellence, and state-of-the-art facilities  
such as the newly revamped NIE Library. 
Large crowds flocked to visit the new wing 
(pictured right and below) which proved 
to be one of the most popular features on 
our campus tour.  

Encouraged by the better than expected 
turn-out and success of the day’s activities 
at both NTU and NIE, Mr Chan Tee Miang, 
Divisional Director of Corporate Planning 
and Development and Chair of the Open 
House Organising Committee at NIE, 
said, “It was very heartening to see staff 
from different departments coming back on 
a Saturday to put the whole event together.”

Associate Professor Low Ee Ling, who 
introduced programmes at the NTU talks, 
said, “There was great interest in our  

programmes and a very lively Question 
and Answer session afterwards. Main 
questions centred on the issue of whether 
to enter into the programme at the 
undergraduate or postgraduate level. 
Candidates were advised that if they had 
made up their minds about teaching as 
a career, the four-year undergraduate 
programme offers them academic rigour 
and the professional preparation required 
for teaching.”

Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director-
Designate and Dean of Teacher Education,  
thanked the staff and students who 
supported the event in a congratulatory 
note to the NIE community. He said, 
“Moving forward, I want to say that this 
collaborative effort sets the tone for future 
years as we work tirelessly to attract 
the highest possible calibre of student 
teachers into NIE.”

NTU - NIE OPEN HOUSE AND CAMPUS TOUR
By Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality

Above and below: The public enjoy a 
comprehensive tour of NIE library
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By Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

Inset: Overwhelming response at the Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group sharing sessions

T
he inaugural NIE Graduate Studies 
and Professional Learning’s (GPL) 
Open House was held on 1 March 
2014. It was initiated and organized 

by the GPL office with representatives from 
the 12 Academic Groups (AGs) serving as 
committee members.

The GPL Open House provided participants  
and visitors with the opportunity for 
personalised interactions with the 
programme coordinators as well as an 
opportunity to visit our facilities such as the 
Science laboratories, Art Gallery, Nanyang 
Playhouse, NIE Wellness Centre, Human 
Bioenergetics Laboratory, Classroom of 
the Future (COTF), and the NIE Library. 
More than 500 local and foreign working 
professionals and students participated 
in the Open House to gain a better 
understanding about the programmes and 
courses offered. 

Presentations and sharing sessions were  
conducted concurrently by GPL and all the  

12 AGs throughout the day. Curriculum, 
Teaching and Learning (CTL) Academic 
Group through social media platform, 
Skype, facilitated a conversation with a  
Korean participant who could not be 
present to experience the excitement 
of GPL’s 2014 Open House. We also 
welcomed a Japanese participant who 
flew in specially to Singapore to seek more 
information about our Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education programmes.

Apart from the AG-organised activities,  
there were also external vendors such 
as CASIO Singapore, World Scientific 
Publishing Company, Texas Instruments 
Singapore, who participated and supported 
our event. The presentation by Mr Thomas 
Yeo of Texas Instruments, created a buzz 
amongst our participants. The Question-
and-Answer session was engaging and  
the participants were also excited about 
the latest models of calculators which 
were displayed.

NIE WELCOMES  
GRADUATE STUDENTS  

AND PROFESSIONAL LEARNERS

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT8



Above: Participants taking tips on programmes  
offered by the Physical Education and Sport Science 
Academic Group

T
he international workshop on 
number theory, partitions, q-series  
and Rogers-Ramanujan identities  
was held at NIE on 6 to 7 March 

2014. This was the first ever workshop held 
in Singapore that focused on mathematics  
related to the theory of partitions 
and q-series. The event attracted 13 
international participants from Australia,  
China, Indonesia, New Zealand, South  
Korea, Taiwan, UAE and USA, as well  
as 8 local participants from NTU, National  
University of Singapore and Singapore  
University of Technology and Design.  
A total of 13 lectures focusing on the 
latest research and developments in the 
field were delivered over the two days of 
the workshop. 

Above: Participants of the workshop commemorate with a group photo 

INTERNATIONAL MATH WORKSHOP
By Dr Toh Pee Choon, Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group

The Open House ended on a high 
note with 14 lucky draw winners 
winning prizes such as a Samsung 
Note 10.1, an iPad, hard disk 
drives, Xbox 360 and more! All in 
all, it was a productive and fun filled 
day for everyone!
 
Do check out other upcoming 
events by GPL: 

• Higher Degree Programmes 
January 2015 Intake 
For more information on 
application periods, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/jan2015 

• Professional Development 
Learning Colloquium 2014,  
15 – 16 July 2014 
For more information, please 
visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd

Inset: Free ice-cream for registered participants

Above: Grand prize winner walking away with the new 
Samsung Note 10.1
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Top (From left): Assoc Prof Govindasamy 
Balasekaran, Head of Physical Education 
and Sports Science Academic Group;  
Dr Quek Jin Jong, NIE Principal Officer;  
Ms Carla Barker; Ms Lim Jing Jing;  
Ms Deborah Barker; and Prof Michael Chia, 
NIE Dean of Faculty Affairs

Right: A big kudos to everyone who 
participated on this year’s challenge

T
he normally quiet NIE 
Gymnasium was brisk with 
cheers and laughter on 28 
February 2014 when the annual 

EW Barker Challenge took place. More 
than a hundred students and staff 
members supported the event which 
was held in conjunction with the EW 
Barker Scholarships award ceremony. 
Ms Carla and Ms Deborah Barker 
graced the occasion as Guests-of-
Honour. Accompanying our guests were 
Dr Quek Jin Jong, NIE Principal Officer, 
and Professor Michael Chia, Dean for 
Faculty Affairs. 
 
The organisers of this year’s EW Barker 
Challenge, Mr Lim Ming Han and Ms 
Cally Lim, who were past EW Barker 
Scholarships awardees, spiced up the 
event by hosting a cross-fit challenge 
that comprised of nine challenging 
fitness stations. 

Participants had to complete physically 
gruelling stations such as crossing the low 
wall, climbing low ropes, netball shooting 

and doing squats and push-ups. The 
variety of physical challenges presented 
meant to highlight the importance of all-
round fitness and also to test the versatility 
of the participants’ physical prowess. 
It honours the legacy of the late Mr EW 
Barker, who was an outstanding athlete 
that excelled in many sports.

Two EW Barker Scholarships, valued at 
S$8,000 per annum, were awarded to 
first year Sport Science and Management 
(SSM) undergraduates Ms Lim Xiang 
Qi Amanda and Ms Lim Jing Jing. This 
bond-free scholarship aims to nurture 
talented and committed individuals in the 
pursuit of undergraduate study in the area 
of sport science and sport management. 
Amanda and Jing Jing were awarded 
the scholarships based on their stellar 
academic and sporting achievements. 
Amanda is the current Singapore record 
holder of the women 50-metre freestyle 
and Sportsgirl of the year in 2012. 

Be sure to support the next EW Barker 
Challenge in 2015!

VERSATILITY TESTED
By Assistant Professor Kee Ying Hwa, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group
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F
rom 3 to 7 March 2014, NIE 
welcomed its 10th CJ Koh 
Professor Dennis Shirley to  
Singapore for a week of fruitful 

sharing and exchange with the local 
education fraternity. 

Prof Shirley is a Professor of Curriculum 
and Instruction at the Lynch School of 
Education, and Editor-in-Chief of the 
Journal of Educational Change. An 
international change leader of school 
improvement, Prof Shirley advises 
districts, states and provinces, and 
nations on ways that they can redesign 
schools for a new millennium of rapid and 
dynamic transformation.  

The visit started with a tour of the Raffles 
Institution and Crest Secondary School. 
There, Prof Shirley met with school 
leaders and teachers for an interactive 
dialogue session and shared with them 
his perspectives on teacher education. 
This was followed by a courtesy call to 
Ms Chan Lai Fung, Permanent Secretary 
(Education), which saw the two discuss 
issues pertinent to the Singapore 
education system. 

A key highlight of this visit was the 
Public Lecture, entitled “Toward Mindful 
Educational Change: The Quest for 
Achievement and Integrity”. Prof Shirley 
covered the topic of educational change 
and its impact on student learning. 
With a turnout of more than 150 guests 
comprising education policymakers, 
researchers, teachers and the general 
public, the lecture proved to be of great 
interest to this diverse group.   

Another major event was the Roundtable 
Symposium that was chaired by Associate 
Professor Low Ee Ling, Head, Strategic 

Planning and Academic Quality and 
Series Editor of the “CJ Koh Professorial 
Lecture Series”, and co-chaired by 
Professor David Hung, Associate Dean, 
Education Research. Panelists at the 
symposium engaged in discussions 
with Prof Shirley on their research areas. 
These included the learning sciences, 
low-progress learners and professional 
learning communities. The discussion 
saw a trading of insightful and thought-
provoking ideas, and all participants 
benefitted from the conversation. The  
panelists who presented on their research 
areas were Dr Wong Lung Hsiang and 
Dr Jan Mingfong from the Learning 
Sciences Lab, and Dr Wang Li-Yi, Dr Tan 
Chee Soon, Dr Daphnee Lee, Dr Tay Wan 
Ying and Ms Helen Hong from the Office 
of Education Research at NIE. 

Faculty members from various NIE 
Academic Groups also took the opportunity 
to have meaningful discussions with Prof 
Shirley. These sessions also gave Prof 
Shirley an insight into the current projects 
undertaken by NIE researchers.

Each year, outstanding professors in 
education are hosted by NIE under 
the CJ Koh Professorship in Education 
Programme. Previous CJ Koh Professors 
include Professor Linda Darling-Hammond, 
who is the Charles E.   Ducommun Professor 
of Education at the Stanford Graduate 
School of Education.

NIE hopes that sustained partnerships, 
such as the CJ Koh Professorship in 
Education Programme, will continue to 
inspire those in the education field to 
reflect upon their own endeavours and 
to probe more deeply into their students’ 
learning, with the eventual aim to bring 
out the best in every child.

By Mr Clement Lim, Office of Education Research

Top (From left): Prof Dennis Shirley 
receives a token of appreciation from Prof 
Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director at the CJ Koh 
Professorial Lecture held on 6 March 2014

CJ KOH PROFESSORSHIP 2014 
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T
he iCarnival 2014 held on 
Tuesday, 11 February 2014 at the 
National Institute of Education 
(NIE) Student Hub saw about 300 

or more NTU and NIE staff and student 
teachers actively partaking in a carnival-
like array of show-and-tell booth activities 
on that day. 

This year’s theme, “Explore Your Digital 
Playground”, showcased the latest IT 
initiatives, resources and tools to empower 
the new generation of highly mobile and 
productive learners and workforce. 

Booth highlights included the enhanced 
NIE Mobile application (version 2.1), 
mobile printing service and informing 
users about the new Personal Data 
Protection Act (PDPA) in Singapore. Users 
were informed on how to print documents 
using their iOS and Android mobile 
devices and collect printouts conveniently 
from any NIE network printers located 
around campus. They were also equipped 
with vital information on how to register 

with the Do Not Call (DNC) Registry to 
protect their personal data.

A significant breakthrough for the event 
was seen in the combined efforts with the 
Translation and Development Unit (TDU) to 
showcase and demonstrate the practical 
applications of 3D printing technology. It 
enables the rapid prototyping of design 
concepts that allow students to view 
their designs in physical manifestations, 
hence helping them to identify errors 
early in the design process. The TDU 
team hopes to leverage on 3D printing 
technology by invoking creative thinkers 
and reflective learners through iterative 
design processes in the long run.

The event’s Guest-of-Honour, Professor 
Lee Sing Kong, then NIE Director, toured 
the booth showcases and officially closed 
the event with the Game Challenge and 
Grand Lucky Draw prize giveaway to some 
of our lucky participants. They included  
a Samsung Galaxy Tab 3.0, sponsored 
by Red Hat, and an iPad mini.

The iCarnival 2014 was proudly sponsored 
by Fujitsu Asia Pte Ltd, HCL Singapore 
Pte Ltd, NCS Pte Ltd, Eagle Wings, Wisely 
Project Management Consultants, Pro-
Matrix Pte Ltd, Afferent Singapore Pte Ltd, 
VMware Singapore Pte Ltd, AV Media Pte 
Ltd and Red Hat.

More information can be found at  
http://icarnival.nie.edu.sg and the event 
photos are available at http://goo.gl/
deg1vD

Top Left: An ecstatic lucky draw winner, 
Assoc Prof Isabella Wong (extreme right), 
Psychological Studies Academic Group, 
flashing her newly-won power charger

Top Right: All smiles from our lucky draw 
winner, Mr Amirul Asri, Dip (Ed) (second 
from left), accompanied by friends

Bottom: Participants enjoying a game of wheel 
of fortune at the Information Security Booth

By Ms Chia Charmaine Jacqueline, Academic Computing and Information Services Division

DIGITAL PLAYGROUND

12



B
ecause NIE’s IP is an exchange 
programme, 14 students from 
Denmark and the United States 
joined our local schools to do 

their TA last year. Last year, our partner-
schools were Dunman High, Westwood 
Secondary, St Anthony’s Canossian 
Secondary,  Nanyang  Primary,  Telok 
Kurau Primary, West Grove Primary and 
Boon Lay Garden Primary Schools. 

As much as the outgoing student 
teachers benefitted from their Teaching 
Assistantship (TA) overseas, so did their 
counterparts who arrived in Singapore 
to undergo their TA at our local schools. 
One major insight which Ms Kriby Welsh 
from California had was the simple, yet  
distinguishing similarities in the two mission 
statements of Westwood Secondary and 
Santa Barbara Unified School District. Both 

emphasise the importance of building  
individuals with strong values that are 
able to thrive in a global, ever-changing 
world... two schools, across the world from 
each other, striving for the same thing.
 
Ms Astrid Hvelplund Ris from Denmark 
enjoyed her time at Nanyang Primary School. 
She experienced The Floral Harmony Day 
and Babble and Speech Contest there, 
and visited Telok Kurau Primary  School  as  
well.  She  will  remember  Singapore  for 
her values, impressive workload and the 
scaffolding theory.
 
The Office of Teacher Education would 
like to thank the above-mentioned schools 
for their partnerships. We believe that the 
teachers and students in these schools 
have in one way or another benefitted from 
hosting these foreign student teachers.

Welcoming the World

Above: University College Capital student, Ms 
Astrid Hvelplund Ris thoroughly enjoyed her 
time in Singapore 

S
ince November 2012, NIE has 
provided opportunities for our  
Bachelor of Arts and Science (Ed)  
student teachers to do their  

Teaching Assistantship (TA) overseas. Not 
many universities in the world have such 
an International Practicum (IP) exchange  
programme. To date, nine student teachers  
have gone to the University of California, 
Santa Barbara; three to the University 
College Capital (UCC), Denmark; and five  
to VIA University College, Denmark. 
By the end of August 2014, 15 other 
students would have undergone their TAs  
at universities like University of Zurich, 
National Taiwan Normal University,  
University of Waikato and University  
of Helsinki.
 
Ms Grace Chan, who was attached to a 
Danish primary school, had this to share: 
“Most of the classes I observed had 
activities where the students are able to 
move around and have fun while learning. 
I am not sure if I am able to incorporate 
that into my teaching in the future due to 

the difference in class size. But I think that 
when students have fun while learning, 
they learn better. Hopefully, I will be able 
to improvise on what I learnt here for my 
future teaching.”

Ms Nithiyaa d/o Muthu Kumar observed 
an American teacher using rap music 
to identify similes and metaphors in a 
Literature class. The students who found 
poems intimidating or irrelevant were able 
to relate more to poems after hearing 
songs and rap music that contained 
similar literary devices as the poems. This 
is something she may incorporate in her 
own future lessons.

Top (From left, Front row): Our NIE student 
teachers Ms Yvonne Lin, Ms Grace Chan and 
Ms Dorothy Phng (seated) in Marslet Skole

Right (Upper): Ms Kriby Welsh with Dr Chua 
Bee Leng from Office of Teacher Education

Right (Lower, From left): Ms Beatrice Tan, 
Ms Gurashon Kaur, Ms Nithiyaa Kumar and 
Ms Naeem Khan at University of California

Welcoming Singapore

By Dr Jessie Png, Office of Teacher Education

GLOBAL TEACHINGS
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Dr Patricia May-Lynn Wong 
English Language and Literature 
Academic Group

“I see this recognition as a timely 
reminder that the teaching of Literature 
is a rewarding experience. Teaching 
Literature is both enviable and 
unenviable at the same time. Unenviable 
because Literature is often overlooked 
as a worthwhile endeavour. But it is also 
enviable because one’s students are 
convinced that Literature teaches us all to 
be human beings, and that the empathy 
that Literature teaches can be brought 
into their own classrooms. I share this 
recognition with all my students and with 
my Literature colleagues, in fact with all 
students and teachers of Literature.”

Assistant Professor Noel Chia 
Kok Hwee 
Early Childhood and Special Needs 
Education Academic Group

“In order to make learning meaningful 
and useful, I adopt a combination of 
case studies, design thinking approach 
and how-to demonstration to introduce 
new topics with more emphasis on the 
practical application. More importantly, 
my personal tacit knowledge and skills as 
well as real cases of learning disabilities 
will be shared during my lectures and 
tutorials so that my trainees have the first-
hand experience to know and understand 
the complexities of many such cases and 
the challenges they will face in school.

My personal belief, as an educator, is 
that “A good teacher explains to bring in 
clarity, a superior teacher demonstrates 
for better understanding, BUT a great 
teacher inspires his students with the 
desire to learn and go beyond what they 
have been taught.”

T 
he National Institute of Education 
(NIE), Singapore extends her 
heartiest congratulations to our  
colleagues who have been 

conferred the Nanyang Education Award 
for School and College level. NIE is 
happy to acknowledge five outstanding 
individuals who have been recognised 
for their excellent teaching practices and 
enriching the learning experiences of 
their students through their enthusiasm, 
care and close rapport. NIE wishes them 
well and looks forward to their continual 
contributions in opening more doors 
to higher excellence in learning. The 
recipients are: 

Nanyang Education Award (School)
• Assistant Professor Noel Chia Kok 

Hwee, Early Childhood and Special 
Needs Education Academic Group;

• Dr Patricia May-Lynn Wong,  
English Language and Literature 
Academic Group; 

• Mr Mohammed Azhar Bin Yusof, 
Physical Education and Sports 
Science Academic Group;

 
Nanyang Education Award (College)

• Mrs Goh-Leong Lai Keun, Physical 
Education and Sports Science 
Academic Group; 

• Associate Professor Ruth Wong 
Yeang Lam, English Language and 
Literature Academic Group;

They were honoured at the Nanyang 
Awards Ceremony at the Nanyang 
Auditorium on 11 March 2014 in 
conjunction with the ‘Celebrate NTU’ 
annual event. It was presided by 
Professor Bertil Andersson, President, 
and Professor Freddy Boey, Provost, 
Nanyang Technological University.
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Mr Mohammed Azhar Bin Yusof 
Physical Education and Sports 
Science Academic Group

“I have learnt many lessons in my years 
as an educator. Some important ones 
among them would be to recognise that 
we don’t know everything and therefore 
there is always much to learn about many 
aspects in teaching and learning, and 
beyond for that matter. 

I believe an excellent educator is one 
who is passionate about what they 
are teaching, has good content and 
pedagogical knowledge (and to this end, 
strives for continual learning and always 
seeking new knowledge) and takes the 
effort to know their students well so that 
one may be able to effectively engage 
them in meaningful learning. 

A good sense of humour helps too! I 
have also found that in teacher training, 
using “teaching stories” and making that 
connection between theory and practice 
always engages my students well.”

Associate Professor Ruth 
Wong Yeang Lam 
English Language and Literature 
Academic Group

“If I am good in my teaching, it is 
because of my students. I want them to 
be the best teachers possible, so I strive 
to help them achieve this. In the process 
of teaching, they also teach me many 
things, for example, to see things from 
a particular perspective that I have not 
seen before. I am also humbled by the 
fact that we have so many colleagues 
who are excellent educators.”

Mrs Goh-Leong Lai Keun  
Physical Education and Sports 
Science Academic Group

“I strongly believe that a teacher needs to 
have passion and enthusiasm to teach. 
To teach well, one has to be dedicated 
to the profession. One has to be a self-
motivator and an innovator. 

In all my years of teaching, I always enjoy 
the time spent with my students. ‘I strive to 
make their learning fun and stimulating. 
In all my practical sessions, I would 
personally do the demonstrations and 
this further strengthened the quality of 
my instructional approach because our 
student teachers are very appreciative 
of lecturers who “walk the talk”.

By Public, International and Alumni Relations
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I n March 2014, Dr Margaret Waterman 
and Dr Ethel Stanley, developers 
of the Investigative Case-Based 
Learning (ICBL) approach arrived 

again in Singapore to conduct ICBL 
workshops in teaching Science for the 
Primary, Secondary and JC level. ICBL 
is an instructional approach which 
blends the well-established problem-
based learning methods with scientific 
inquiry. It uses a case (a short story or 
scenario) which provides a rich context 
to stimulate students’ exploration of 
questions through the 3Ps — problem 
posing, problem solving and peer 
persuasion. This use of realistic 
problem scenarios helps to promote 
the development of 21st century 
competencies. Through the workshops, 
teachers learn how to design their own 
ICBL modules, plan implementation as 
well as consider assessment of skills, 
knowledge, and attitudes.

Now in the fourth year of running of the 
workshops, ICBL has reached out to 
close to 300 teachers in Singapore. To  
celebrate this significant milestone, 
a network gathering with the present 
and past workshop participants  
was organised.

On 27 March 2014, an ICBL Science 
network gathering was held in NIE where 
past workshop participants, master 
teachers and MOE curriculum planning 
officers were invited. Teachers who 
have implemented ICBL lessons also 
shared their findings and experiences 
at the gathering. Taking time off their 
busy schedules to share their valuable 
experiences were Mr Justin Ke from 
the School of Science and Technology, 
Ms Tay Siew Peng from Ang Mo Kio 
Secondary School, Mr Desmond Ng from 
Singapore Polytechnic and Mr Zainul 
Rahim Shaffee from Lianhua Primary 

School. It was a delight to hear from 
these early adopters of ICBL of how 
they have translated what they learnt 
in the workshops into their classrooms. 
Through their informative and insightful 
sharing, they have demonstrated how 
ICBL can be used for a range of student 
age groups and abilities. 

With their jovial demeanour and hearty  
laughter, Dr Margaret Waterman and 
Dr Ethel Stanley presented the Science 
Case Network, which aims to support a 
community of science educators, learners, 
researchers, developers and professional 
organisations interested in furthering the 
accessibility, development, and use of  
cases and problem-based learning. It is  
hoped that through this network gathering,  
a network of contacts can be established 
for future collaboration and sharing of 
ICBL ideas and resources among the 
ICBL practitioners.

ICBL NETWORK GATHERING 2014
By Ms Lim Hwee Ting, Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group
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T
he Ministry of Culture, Community 
and Youth (MCCY) paid tribute 
to its 42 stakeholders for their 
relentless commitment and good 

effort in partnering with them to build a 
better Singapore.

Associate Professor Hadijah Bte Rahmat 
from NIE’s Asian Cultures and Languages 
Acdaemic Group was awarded the 
“Friends of MCCY Award” at the inaugural 
Stakeholders Appreciation Dinner held at 
Marina Mandarin Hotel on 9 January 2014.

The Guest-of-Honour, Mr Lawrence 
Wong, Minister for Ministry of Culture, 
Community and Youth and Second  
Minister for Ministry of Communications  
and Information presented the award to 
her (pictured, above).

Assoc Prof Hadijah, who loves the Malay 
language and education, has been 
serving for more than 24 years in the 
Malay Language Council, National Arts 
Councils and National Library Boards 
and various national committees. 

On the award, she adds: “I am honoured 
and delighted to receive this award. My 
love for Malay literature and education 
is the key for my involvement in society. 
I have served in numerous committees. 
The longest one so far is in the Malay 
Language Council for about 24 years! 
Over the years the council leaders and 
ministries have changed, but my mission 
remains unchanged – to preserve and 
develop our heritage and to bring our 
languages, literatures and cultures to a 
new height.”

FRIEND OF 
MCCY AWARD
By Public, International and Alumni RelationsBy Ms Rachel H Tan, Centre for e-Learning

T
he theme for e-Fiesta 2014 was 
social media-based learning. 
Social media is a wide range 
of Internet and mobile services  

that can promote a participatory culture. 
The event drew a large audience on 19 
February 2014.

Social media platforms open up new 
ways of teaching, such as: digital 
curation with Diigo© as demonstrated 
by Dr Lim Wei Ying from the Learning 
Sciences and Technologies Academic 
Group. Mr Paul Lincoln from the Visual  
and Performing Arts Academic Group  
showcased a course where learners 
create content through photos, videos  
and comments on the virtual artist  
studio in Facebook while Associate 
Professor Seetha Lakshmi from the Asian 
Languages and Cultures Academic 
Group shared how knowledge in the 
Tamil language and culture class is 
created on the same platform. Assistant 
Professor Swarup Mukherjee from 
Physical Education and Sport Sciences 
Academic Group showed how blogs 
can facilitate critical thinking, knowledge 
construction, promote discussions online,  
and support learning in the classroom. 

In his opening speech, Professor Lee 
Sing Kong, Director of NIE noted that we 
are now nurturing a different population 
of student teachers who are tech-savvy. 
Prof Lee added that NIE stays relevant by 
adopting pedagogies that connect with 
the learner of today. He also emphasised 
that e-learning is no longer an option but 
a standard pedagogy. The e-Fiesta is an 
annual event organised by the Centre for 
e-Learning (CeL) to celebrate learning 
and to create an awareness of emerging 
technologies that impact education. One 
of the participants, Ms Janet Law, said 
“Great conference! This is an excellent 

avenue to continue my learning journey 
after my Master’s degree at the NIE. 
The new knowledge and experiences 
allow me to confidently embrace the 
use of technological tools and advocate 
learning for the future.”

CeL acknowledges the following 
collaborators for Open Learning, the 
theme of e-Fiesta 2013:

Open Wonderland, QBS522 Motivating 
students to learn EBS 
Dr Koh Noi Keng
Humanities and Social Studies Education 
Academic Group

iTunes U, AAG101 An introduction to the 
global atmospheric circulation
Assoc Prof Chang Chew Hung
Humanities and Social Studies Education 
Academic Group

iTunes U, QFL521 (Secondary) and QFL541  
(Junior College) The heart of professional 
practice: Philosophical foundations
Assoc Prof Wong Yuen Fun Isabella
Psychological Studies Academic Group

iTunes U, IPD0112 Six learnings curricular 
framework and disciplinary intuitions 
Dr Lim Yang Teck Kenneth
Office of Education Research

Wordpress, ILS1002 Self-directed learning 
and collaborative learning facilitated by 
technological tools 
Assoc Prof Shanti Divaharan
Learning Sciences and Technologies 
Academic Group

Top (From left): Showing their support are 
Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director; and Prof 
Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director-Designate and 
Dean of Teacher Education

SOCIAL MEDIA SPOTLIGHT
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N
IE Staff Lunch 2014 themed 
“Around the World” was on 
22 February 2014. A colourful 
array of costumes from different  

countries paraded the Grand Mandarin 
Ballroom at Mandarin Orchard Singapore.  
From Chinese cheongsams, Korean 
hanboks to Hawaiian shirts, the NIE 
community were certainly dressed for 
the occasion.

Guests who arrived early were treated to 
some ‘pre-boarding’ entertainment in the 
form of a large ‘SWRFC Airways’ photo 
booth and other activities. At about 12 
noon, a flight announcement was made 
by ‘Captain’ Professor Lee Sing Kong, 
NIE Director (pictured on top). He made 
his entrance in style with his ‘Flight Crew’, 
the Staff Welfare and Recreation Fund 
Committee members, to deliver a rousing 
welcome address on stage. The event 
kicked off with Prof Lee presenting the 
Excellence in Teaching Commendation 
Award, Excellence in Service Award and 

Long Service Award in recognition of the  
good contributions of NIE staff. 

The buffet lunch proved to be a treat 
for everyone as they tucked into a 
scrumptious international cuisine spread 
fit for ‘First Class’ passengers. 

The emcee for the day was also a real 
crowd pleaser, who entertained everyone 
with wacky antics and exhilarating table 
games. Of course, no one wanted to miss 
out on the another highlight of the event, 
when the “Top Five” lucky draw prize 
winners were announced. In classic “Deal 
or No Deal” fashion, the lucky winners 
walked away with attractive goodies, 
which included S$1,500 worth of travel 
vouchers. Awards were also presented 
for the team voted as ‘Best Dressed 
Tables’ and ‘Best Table Performance’. 

Our hats off to the committee who put 
in tremendous efforts in ensuring that 
everyone had a great and enjoyable time!

UP, UP AND AWAY!
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

Above (Upper): Colleagues from the Office of 
Graduate Studies and Professional Learning 
party in Egyptian styles

Above (Lower): Colleagues from the Office 
of Teacher Education were voted for Best Skit

Right: All smiles at the SWRFC Airways 
photo booth
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O
rganising events for the NIE 
community and juggling a 
hectic work schedule are 
by no means easy. But for 

the members of the Staff Welfare and 
Recreation Fund Committee (SWRFC) 
2013/14, it has certainly been an eventful 
year of smiles and hard work.

So how did they manage to do it?

Their secret is simple: it involved plenty 
of teamwork and communication. Playing  
to each individual’s strength, the 
committee broke out into different teams 
to handle different aspects (e.g. designing 
and logistics) of each event. They then 
updated one another constantly through 
the occasional lunch meetings or via the 
online channel of emails. With unwavering 
support from their reporting officers 
and department heads, the committee 
members were able to pull off successful 
events one after another without a hitch.

In particular, the committee fondly 
pointed out that the NDP Recess Time,  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NIE Staff Active Day Challenge and  
NIE Annual Staff Lunch events were the  
most memorable. The success of these  
events depended very much on a good  
turn-up crowd from the NIE community, 
to which it was met with overwhelming 
response. Such positive feedback only  
spurred the committee to do even  
better for future events.

So if you happen to be lunching at the NIE 
canteen next time, try looking for a huge  
picture collage done up by the committee  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
hanging near the staircase. Created in  
celebration of National Day last year, it is a  
clear testament to the committee’s utmost 
dedication and effort.

As the new year draws in a new and 
enthusiastic committee, we give our  
heartfelt thanks and gratitude to the 
SWRFC Committee of 2013/14 for all the 
wonderful occasions and for making the 
institute an enjoyable place to work in for 
the community.

GOING THE EXTRA MILE
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

T
ogether with research students, 
staff from the Office of Graduate 
Studies and Professional Learning 
(GPL) and the Office of Academic  

Administration and Services (OAAS), they 
witnessed the opening of the CAVE@NIE 
on 26 February 2014. 

The CAVE@NIE, a research workroom, 
serves to provide a conducive environment 
for research students to work and interact 
with each other. Originally known as 
Research Workstation, the room was 
renovated from November to December  
last year. The resulting renovation unveils  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

newer facilities like an enclave where 
every student enjoys a private cubicle 
setting and overhead cabinets and 
lockers for students to keep their things.
 
Dubbed as “CAVE@NIE”, it was deemed 
as the most suitable name for the new 
area. Ms Gloria Law, a PhD student,  
“CAVE@NIE” stands for a “Community of 
Active Vibrant Energisers at NIE”.

In his opening address, Dean of 
GPL Professor Paul Teng remarked 
that CAVE@NIE is what the students  
always wanted: “A home away from home”.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

He thanked staff from the Development 
and Estate Department, Student Services 
Centre and GPL for collaborating to make 
CAVE@NIE possible.

Representing the NIE’s PhD student users, 
Mr Matthew Patrick Wallace agreed that 
CAVE@NIE is a place specifically devoted 
to graduate students working towards 
becoming professionals in their chosen 
field. He says: “This is a place where  
a community of support is formed, and 
where long lasting relationships are 
developed.” He thanked NIE on behalf of 
his peers for providing such a space for 
research students.

Dr Koh Chong Lek, Sub-Dean, GPL led 
the toast and said ‘According to Urban 
Dictionary.com, C.A.V.E. is an acronym 
for “Citizens Against Virtually Everything”. 
This is quite appropriate for PhD students 
who critically challenge existing practices 
and principles in their pursuit of academic 
excellence.’ He expressed his hope 
that research students will experience 
unlimited creativity in the “CAVE@NIE”!

Left: Prof Paul Teng with NIE’s research 
students at the launch of CAVE@NIE

CAVE@NIE OPENS!
By Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning and Office of Academic 
Administration and Services 
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21 March 2014 

On 21 March 2014, Dr Zayed Al-Otaiba, Executive Director 
of Talent Development, National Electronic Security Authority, 
Abu Dhabi and delegates held discussions with the Office of 
Teacher Education (OTE) on teacher training programmes in 
NIE, and also visited the Classroom of the Future (COTF). The 
delegation was part of an Abu Dhabi taskforce exploring best 
practices in education in leading countries.

7 March 2014 
Mr Paulo Bornhausen (middle), the State Secretary for 
Sustainable Economic Development and his delegation from the 
State of Santa Catarina, Brazil visited NIE as part of their trip to 
Singapore to learn about Singapore economic agencies’ best 
practices. The delegation met with Associate Professor Jonathan 
Goh, Associate  Dean (Research Support), Office of Education 
Research (OER), and Professor Looi Chee Kit, Head of Centre for 
Scaling, Translation and Commercialization, to learn more about 
NIE’s research work and the collaboration with SRI International 
through the Centre of Excellence for Learning Innovation (COELI). 

24 Febuary 2014 

Professor Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director, hosted a team led by 
Yang Berbahagia. Dato’ Seri Ir. Dr. Zaini Ujang, the Secretary 
General II of the Ministry of Education, Malaysia on 24 Febuary 
2014. Held at the newly renovated LIBRIS, the team discussed 
about NIE’s operating structure and framework. 

12 Febuary 2014 

The President of National Taipei University of Education, 
Professor Chang Shin-Jen (fourth from right), led a delegation 
to NIE on 12 Febuary 2014 to learn more about teacher and 
leadership training programmes in Singapore, as well as to 
visit the Classroom of the Future (COTF).

PROMINENT VISITORS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations
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2 April 2014 

Mrs Anna Ekstrom, the Director General of the Swedish National 
Agency for Education, led a delegation to NIE, on 2 April 2014 
to hear about teacher education, professional development of 
teachers and education research.

1 April 2014
The Honourable Jeff Johnson (fourth from left), Minister of 
Education, Alberta, Canada, visited NIE on 1 April 2014 to learn 
more about NIE’s programme structure and framework for teacher 
education and the TE21 Model. The Minister was also briefly 
introduced to the Collaborative Classroom and the Classroom of 
the Future (COTF).
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M
y attendance at the 2014 
American Educational Research  
Association’s Annual Meeting 
was different. This time the busy  

preparations for the presentations took 
a back seat. Following the successful 
completion of my PhD last year under the 
NIE Overseas Graduate Scholarship, my 
thesis has been selected to receive the 
AERA Outstanding Dissertation Award in 

the field of curriculum studies. Receiving 
this award is as much an honour as it is 
humbling. This is an award traditionally 
reserved for US citizens or for those 
undertaking US-based research.

My doctoral studies at the University of 
Wisconsin were supervised by Professor  
Michael Apple, one of the foremost critical  
educators in the US. My dissertation explored  

the politics of state ideologies and 
curriculum construction in Singapore. 
Having returned to NIE and having taught 
two semesters of Masters level courses 
that deal with the social and political 
dimensions of the curriculum, I have found 
that students are ready to problematise 
issues so long taken for granted in 
Singapore, for example, the topics of 
meritocracy, a stratified curriculum and 
streaming amongst others.

A recurring theme of our class conversations  
is the place of such critical modes of 
inquiry in our education system and 
society. Through this award and the 
recognition it symbolises, I hope that my 
students can see that interest in critical 
work that is rigorous but also respectfully 
articulated extends far beyond our shores, 
and that internationally, there is emerging 
interest in Singapore’s education system 
beyond its performance on international 
standards of student achievement.

Needless to say, I am much indebted to 
NIE for the provision and administration of 
the Overseas Graduate Scholarship which 
allowed me to focus wholeheartedly on my 
studies and research for four good years. 

2014 AMERICAN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION’S ANNUAL MEETING
By Assistant Professor Leonel Lim, Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Academic Group

Above: Asst Prof Leonel Lim receiving the AERA Outstanding Dissertation Award in Curriculum 
Studies from Professor Carl Grant, Vice-President AERA Division B



LET’S TALK RESULTS
By Office of Education Research

Below: Prof Andreas Schleicher gave a detailed analysis 

N
IE was proud to have hosted 
colleagues from the Organisation 
for Economic Co-operation and 
Development (OECD) on 31  

March 2014. In particular, NIE was pleased 
to welcome Professor Andreas Schleicher, 
who is in charge of OECD’s Programme 
for International Student Assessment 
(PISA). He presented the latest 2012 
results to NIE Senior Management, NIE 
colleagues and colleagues from other 
NTU schools.  

The results showed that 15-year-old 
Singapore students came out on top on 
PISA’s computer-based problem-solving 
test, scoring 562 points. Nearly 3 in 10 
Singapore students were top performers, 
which puts them as the highest proportion 
of top performers in problem-solving. 
Singapore students outperformed others 
from 44 countries and economies such as 
Korea, Japan, China and Finland. 

Professor Schleicher commented that 
the recent performance of Singapore 
students showed that our education 
system is not one just of rote learning, 
but that it does also encourages and 
develops creative skills in our students. In 
fact, he was happy to see that Singapore 
students were quick and curious learners,  
and able to analyse situations and 
provide innovative solutions. OECD 
randomly selected 1,394 students from 

some 172 schools to participate and 
tested them using real-world scenarios 
where students were faced with 
everyday problems. This is the second 
time PISA has included problem-
solving as an assessment area and the 
first time it is computer based. Its intent 
was to reflect the type of skills children 
needed to be successful at work and 
ultimately in life. Test questions were 
a mixture of multiple-choice questions 
and those where students constructed 
their own responses.

Prof Schleicher observed that what is 
easy to teach and easy to test is also easy 
to digitise and automate. This means 
that computers are easily replacing 
humans in more routine tasks that follow 
standard and constant procedures. He 
further stated that the market does not 
need to pay employees for what they 
know since “Google knows everything”. 
It does however pay employees for 
connecting the information and applying 
the knowledge, especially in non-routine 
situations that involve analytical skills.

However, this means that the education 
system needs to be dynamic and 
responsive to world changes. And at the 
same time, it also needs to consider of 
students’ needs and how best to provide 
the foundation that will help them 
succeed after school on their own. 

Prof Schleicher is also OECD’s Deputy 
Director for Education and Skills and the 
Special Advisor on Education Policy to the 
OECD’s Secretary-General. Before joining 
OECD, he was Director for Analysis at the 
International Association for Educational 
Achievement (IEA). He is the recipient of 
numerous honours and awards, including 
the “Theodor Heuss” prize, and has been 
awarded in the name of the first president 
of the Federal Republic of Germany for 
“exemplary democratic engagement”. 
He also holds an honorary Professorship 
at the University of Heidelberg.

The session concluded with a presentation 
by OECD’s iLibrary which hosts a range of 
OECD publications. For more information 
on the PISA results, analysis and education 
working papers, visit: http://www.oecd-
ilibrary.org.
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C
o-organised by Houston A+ 
Challenge, an independent 
organisation that aims to be a 
catalyst for change and model 

for innovation for public schools in the 
Houston area and beyond and their 
corporate partner Chevron, the Public 
Education Speaker Series 2013-2014 
provided an unprecedented opportunity 
to explore the world’s most exciting and 
effective ideas from top-performing 
education systems. 

Associate Professor Low Ee Ling (pictured 
right), Head, Strategic Planning and 
Academic Quality, was invited to deliver 
the keynote showcasing Singapore’s 
highly education system entitled, 
“Beyond Thinking Schools, Learning 
Nation: Lessons from Singapore.” She 
shared important lessons from the 
Singapore education system with its 
focus on holistic education, emphasis on 
language and literacy, coherent systemic  
 
 

alignment and coherence dubbed as 
“one country, one system and one vision” 
and an unequivocal stance on recruiting, 
preparing and developing strong teachers  
for a strong nation. 

Whilst in Houston, Assoc Prof Low 
delivered a dinner lecture to influential 
business leaders and policy makers, a 
breakfast lecture to about 300 participants 
that included educators from the K-12 
school system, teacher educators, 
executive directors and programme 
directors from non-profit educational 
organisations in the United States. 

Additionally, she was also interviewed 
by Houston Public Radio (KUHF 88.7FM, 
News for Houston)’s reporter Ms Laura 
Isensee and the interview was aired on 
25 February 2014. To read about Assoc 
Prof Low’s expert views at the interview, 
please visit: www.nie.edu.sg/newsroom/
media-coverage/2014

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

A
t the Open Stage in the Library@
Esplanade, educators, artists, 
students and representatives 
from various organisations 

gathered to listen to Ms Janet Pillai’s 
presentation (pictured right) on the newly 
launched book “Community-based Arts 
and Culture Education - A Resource Kit”.  
The launch on 10 April 2014 was organised 
and presented by UNESCO-NIE CARE. 
Written by Arts-ED, a non-profit organisation 
based in Penang, Malaysia founded by Ms 
Pillai, the book is a collation of 10 years 
of experience in community-based arts 
and culture education with 10 to 19 year 
old youths and is distributed in Singapore 
by Select Books. It outlines methodology 
and case studies, a general philosophy 
of engaged arts, a guide on how to plan, 
design and execute community-based 
arts project, adaptable sample lesson 
plans and two academic articles. 

Ms Pillai explained that community-based 
arts and culture education as practiced 
by Arts-ED and laid-out in the book is 
anchored upon the model of engaged 

learning; a pedagogical position of moving 
from the individual to the community 
and from the passive recipient in the 
classroom to an active participant in the 
community. In applying theories learned 
in the classroom to real time and space, 
youths understand the complication of real 
life through experiential and embodied 
learning in an informal setting. 

Art-ED sees itself as a laboratory that 
uses art-making to explore the subjects 
of community and culture. For their work, 
the definition of community is “residence 
community” – people residing in a particular  
geographical area. Thus youth participants  
explore the needs of the community in 
which they live in and are taught an art form 
or mixed art forms to create a product that 
solves a problem in the community. Finally, 
they contribute by doing community 
outreach with their products.

To learn more about the presentation, 
please visit: www.unesco-care.nie.edu.
sg/events/ 

By Ms Tai Shuxia, Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group

BOOK LAUNCH OF A RESOURCE KIT
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PERSPECTIVES IN EDUCATION SERIES



T
he Centre for Research in 
Pedagogy and Practice (CRPP) 
organised a one-day symposium 
with the theme “Mathematical 

Development, Learning and Intervention” 
at the National Institute of Education (NIE) 
on 13 March 2014. The aim was to inform 
researchers and practitioners of current 
research and to gather ideas for future 
research in this field. The symposium 
attracted a total of 95 participants which 
included staff from the preschool centres 
and primary schools involved in various 
NIE studies, staff and researchers from 
NIE, the Ministry of Education (MOE) and 
the Agency for Science, Technology and 
Research (A*STAR).

The morning programme featured five 
presentations from researchers across 
NIE — CRPP, Curriculum, Teaching and  
Learning Academic Group, Mathematics 
and Mathematics Education Academic 
Group, and the Office of Education 
Research — on recent studies concerning 
children’s mathematical achievement 
and teaching strategies for mathematics. 
Studies conducted with primary school 
children explored issues such as the 
relationship between working memory 
and mathematical performance and the 
better understanding of how children 
solve mathematical problems through the 
use of clinical interviews and discussion 
of learning experiences. The remaining 

studies focused on mathematics 
curriculum design in secondary schools 
and teachers’ usage of cognitive 
strategies in their lessons.

In the afternoon, Dr Rebecca Bull and 
Associate Professor Kerry Lee presented  
two studies on mathematical difficulties  
in preschool and Primary 1 children. 
The first study investigated whether 
children’s early difficulties in acquiring 
mathematical skills resulted from a deficit  
in basic numerical processing, and 
considered how well measurement of 
these basic numerical skills during 
kindergarten could predict consistently 
low math achievement in Primary 1. The 
second study compared the efficacy of two 
working memory intervention programmes  
in improving mathematical and working 
memory task performance in Primary 1  
children with low working memory who  
had been identified as at risk of 
mathematical difficulties.

After the presentations, both Principal 
Investigators and MOE collaborator Dr 
Fiona Cheam led a fruitful discussion 
with the participants. They discussed 
and shared ideas for possible future 
intervention research on low attainers in 
mathematics and practical implications. 
Ideas on how practitioners can be better 
engaged in classroom research to ensure 
its sustainability were also exchanged.

By Ms Juliana Koh and Ms Marlyna Mochtar, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

Inset: Prof Kerry Lee, Head of CRPP (below) 
and Dr Rebecca Bull, CRPP’s Senior 
Research Scientist presented their findings 
on two studies
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UNDERSTANDING STUDENTS’ 
MATHEMATICAL LEARNING



R
eflecting back on my learning 
journey at NIE, my heart is filled 
with gratitude. Recalling how 
I used to rush from my work to 

attend classes at 6.00 pm feeling totally 
exhausted by the end of the lesson, I 
never felt it was tiresome. In fact, I wasn’t 
even grumbling! The adrenaline I felt was 
real because almost after every lesson 
I returned home feeling fully satisfied to 
have experienced authentic learning. 

You see, the tutors were constantly 
placing me at the edge of my seat 
with their engaging pedagogies. They 
aren’t just competent in their fields but 
grounded in real world scenarios. They 
are not other-worldly, floating in the 
abstract clouds of scholarly knowledge; 
instead their feet are firmly planted on the 
ground with practical assessment on the 
theories and concepts we encountered 
in research papers. In other words, they 
are authentic educators who do not 
kid themselves with pompous ideas on 
education that are of no practical value 
in the daily classroom.

One of them is Associate Professor Chai 
Ching Sing from the Learning Sciences 
and Technologies (LST) Academic Group  

who has truly inspired me to believe in 
life-long learning! We fondly remember 
him as the “Walking Encyclopedia 
on Knowledge Building”. Prof Chai is 
one who walks the talk. In class, he 
considered us as his fellow knowledge 
constructors and sparred with us as 
equals. His frank and insightful critiques 
on our presentations never failed to make 
me yearn to grow deeper in that subject. 
He constantly challenged us to re-think 
our belief systems regarding how people 
learn and can learn. Outside of class, Prof 
Chai treated us as his fellow colleagues 
in the education field. He spent time to 
ask about our plans for our future and 
shared with us his life principles.

Another is Assistant Professor Joyce 
Koh   who is also from the LST Academic  
Group. She is a  very humble and 
approachable tutor. She is well-versed 
in her specialisation and always willing 
to impart her knowledge to me. Asst 
Prof Koh was also a very committed 
supervisor during my dissertation and 
made herself contactable even when 
she was on leave or on an overseas work 
assignment. I felt deeply blessed to have 
completed my dissertation under her 
attentive watch.

My years in NIE are a significant 
milestone in my life. I treasure my NIE 
degree certificate deeply not just for 
its accreditation value but more of the 
substance it represents. There is weight 
in that paper; that is of authentic learning. 
I carry these inspiring experiences 
everywhere I go now. I feel very proud 
to be a NIE alumnus. Thank you and well 
done, NIE!

Below (From left): Mr Rick Toh together with 
Assoc Prof Chai Ching Sing and Asst Prof 
Joyce Koh

WHAT A RUSH
By Mr Rick Toh, NIE Alumnus
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W
hat do caring teachers have 
in common besides the fact 
that they show care and 
concern for their students? 

All of them are exemplary educators 
today because of their teachers, who had 
inspired them with their own acts of care 
and passion for teaching.

This common “trait” was revealed by 
past and current winners of the Caring 
Teacher Awards (CTA), including the 12 
National Level winners for this year’s CTA.

Ms Juanita Toh, National Winner for CTA 
214 attributed her career move to her 
primary school teacher. “I was an introvert 
back then. With the encouragement of 
my Primary Four teacher, Mr Neela, I 
participated in a story telling competition. 
His belief in me gave me the confidence 
I needed and I won the first place in the 
competition. That experience changed 
me and I hope to make a difference in my 
students’ lives in a similar way.”

This year, the National Institute of 
Education (NIE), Singapore in partnership 
with ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd 
celebrates the 10th Caring Teacher 
Awards (CTA) 2014. Supported by the 
Ministry of Education, this biennial award 
garnered 248 schools’ participation. The 
participating schools nominated more 
than 1,100 teachers as caring teachers, 
of which 12 teachers were honoured as 
National Level winners.

School Winner Category

National Commendation Award Winners

Chongzheng Primary School Mdm Maznah Bte Yusak Primary School

Si Ling Secondary School Ms Toh Zhu Ian Juanita Secondary School

Teck Whye Secondary School Ms Stephanie Ong Fang Hui Secondary School

Anderson Junior College Ms Corrine Zhu Youyan Junior College

National Commendation Award Winners

Holy Innocents’ Primary School Mr Nelson Ong Yong Hui Primary School

Rivervale Primary School Mdm Janis Lo Choi Ha Primary School

Yumin Primary School Mdm Zahureen Bte Aman Primary School

Balestier Hill Secondary School Mrs Wong-Low Ai Rin Secondary School

Bendemeer Secondary School Mr Oh Tze Ming Secondary School

Bukit Panjang Government  
High School

Ms Alina Binte Ahmad Sany Secondary School

Dunman High School Mr Lim Teck Seng Junior College/  
Centralised Institutes

Hwa Chong Institution Mr Quek Wee Tong Junior College/  
Centralised Institutes

CARING TEACHER 
AWARDS 2014

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

Below (Back row, From left): Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director; Mr Matt Aguiar, Chairman and Managing Director, ExxonMobil Asia Pacific; 
Guest-of-Honour Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower; Ms Ho Peng, Director-
General of Education, Ministry of Education; Prof Leo Tan, Director, Special Projects, Dean’s Office, Faculty of Science, National University of 
Singapore; and Prof Tan Oon Seng, Director-Designate and Dean of Teacher Education, NIE with CTA 2014 National Level winners

Inset: The Guest-of-Honour, Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower, giving a light hearted speech at 
the Caring Teacher Awards Presentation Ceremony on 10 April 2014
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T
o acknowledge the 10th Caring Teacher Award (CTA), NIE 
Singapore and ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd launched 
the CTA Commemorative Book on 10 April 2014 which 
pays tribute to past and current CTA winners. The book 

encapsulates heart-warming stories and journeys of our 35 CTA 
winners, including the CTA journey since its inception in 1996. 
Spanning almost two decades, the 150-page coffee-table tome 
chronicles and acknowledges the outstanding commitment of local 
school teachers and their unwavering efforts to inspire their young 
charges to learn.

COMMEMORATING CARE

Above Left (From left): Past CTA Winners from 
Junyuan Primary School, Miss Halimatussa’diah 
Jaffar, Mdm Rahayu Shukor, Mrs Corinne Teo 
and Mdm Salamah Bte Massa’id

Above Right (From left): Ms Alina Binte 
Ahmad Sany, Bukit Panjang Government High 
School (third from right) with family and friends

Right (From left): Ms Stephanie Ong Fang 
Hui (second, front row), one of the CTA 2014 
National Secondary School Award Winners, 
celebrates with her students 
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