
(ET)2 Coming Up
                                                                                                                                                               Ast/P Tan Seng Chee, CITE

6

Searching for Foreign Language Titles
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In the previous issue of ACIS Plug-In, we carried an item on how to search for Chinese-language titles in the library database. In this
issue, we would like to pass on some tips about searching for foreign-language (e.g. German or French) materials. We can already
hear people asking, “Do you really have that many books in French and German?” Well, not really many books, but you must
remember our substantial collection of operas and sound recordings. The operas especially can be accompanied by thick texts in
three languages.

In most cases, there will be an English translation, but if for some reason it is not there or you happened to know the title only in the
original language (or perhaps you want to impress or irritate someone), then you would need to know how to search for it in the library
OPAC (Open Public Access Catalogue).

When searching English-language titles, you would know that the definite/indefinite articles (“A”, “An”, “The”) have to be omitted if
they are the first word in a title. For example, if you were looking for “The Oxford companion to food”, you would key in “Oxford
companion to food” and omit “the”. The same principle applies to other languages that have definite/indefinite articles. A few better-
known examples would be “das”, “der” and “die” in German, and “la”, “le” and “les” in French.

For example, if you were searching for the opera, “Die Meistersinger von Nurnberg” (The mastersingers of Nuremberg), you would
need to omit the first word “die” (pronounced “dee”, here it means plural “the” in German) and key in as follows:

You should get this result:          But this is what will happen if you ignore instructions:

You could try the same with Victor Hugo’s Les Miserables, i.e. doing an exact title search with and without the “Les” to compare
results. Of course, if “the” appears somewhere in the middle of the title, it must still be keyed in. The definite/indefinite articles are
omitted only if they appear as the first word in a title.

Hope all that helped, and happy searching!

(ET)2 : what’s that?  Is it another of Einstein’s creations?  No, (ET)2

is our theme for this year’s e-carnival, which stands for Embracing
Technology, Enhancing Teaching.

Unlike past e-festivals, which focused on the use of IT to enhance
pedagogy, this year we would like to reach out to every member
of NIE to encourage their use of IT to improve our learning and
working environment.  In addition to the academic staff, we would
like to extend our invitation to all non-academic staff and NIE
trainees to participate in this carnival.  Attractive prizes will be
given away for innovative uses of IT in teaching, learning and
work improvement.

How about exchanging our ideas with schools in Singapore?  Not

to worry, we will take care of that. Another development this year
is the collaboration with the E-Learning Competency Centre which
will be hosting the Learning Objects Competition. The Competition
will be held in conjunction with the e-carnival, which is scheduled
for October 2003.

While the organising committee is working out the details, it is a
good time to get the creative juices flowing.  If you are using IT in
a novel way in teaching, learning or enhancing your work, do a
write-up, take pictures or shoot a short video, and who knows,
you may bag big prizes in the coming e-carnival!

Keep your eyes peeled for more news!
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