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Attitudes and Motivation of Malav Students in 
d I Secondary Schools in Singapore towards the Learning of 

English and Malay 

Kamsiah Abdtrllah 

Recently there has been an active interest in the 
topic of Malay education or rather the education 
of the Malays in Singapore. It must be remem- 
bered that any plan or programme on the subject 
should be approached with a deep sense of under- 
standing of the nature and complexity of the pro- 
blems; and it is in this area that systematic research 
in the education of the Malays will make a signifi- 
cant contribution towards educational planning 
and progress in the education of Malay pupils. The 
present study which focuses on the affective fac- 
tors which influence language education hopes to 

fulfil some of the needs for systematic research in 
this area. 

Presently, the majority of Malay children in 
schools are educated in the bilingual or the na- 
tional stream where English language is taught as a 
'L first language", the language of instruction, while 
the Malay language which is their mother tongue 
is taught as a second language. Parents and the 
Malay society in general have come to realize the 
necessity of equipping their children with a sound 
knowledge of English in order to  be in line with 
the thrust towards modernization and progress. 
On  the other hand, the learning of Malay is seen 
to be an essential requirement in the preservation 
of their Malay culture, their identity and their as- 
piration. Hence the learning of both Malay and 
English is regarded as equally important in the de- 
velopment of a modern, progressive and cultured 
individual. 

However, variations in the status, functions, 
values and significance of the two languages as per- 
ceived by an individual may have a different effect 
on the resultant attitudes and motivation of the 
pupils in the learning of the languages. 

In a multiracial, multilingual and polyglossic 
society like Singapore, English has emerged as the 
"High Language" of society, its usage covering all 
the important domains such as the government, 

the private sector, the schools and the tertiary insti- 
tutions. It is also the main language used for inter- 
ethnic communication. But important as it may be 
as an instrument of progress and modernization, 
and for the material benefits that can be derived 
from the knowledge of it, some Malays still regard 
English as a heritage from the colonid masters, 
the language of Christianity and the medium 
through which the negative aspects of western cul- 
ture can penetrate. Thus the Malay pupils are 
faced with this dilemma - in one instance they 
long for the advancement, the respect, the material 
benefits that can be derived from the acquisition of 
English; on the other hand they feel their culture, 
their identity, their religious belief threatened by 
this western language - for a knowledge of Eng- 
lish will make it easier for one to be exposed to the 
"evil" effects of western culture. 

A range of sociolinguistic, psychological and per- 
sonality factors may have a profound effect on the 
attitudes and motivation of Malay students to- 
wards the learning of English and Mday. The 
"push" towards the learning of English may create 
a "pull" from the learning of Malay and vice versa. 
It is therefore the main objective of this study to 
determine what the attitudes and motivation of 
Malay pupils are towards the learning of the two 
languages. In addition, the study will also examine 
the effects of various factors like parental support, 
teacher characteristics, students' socio-economic 
status, ethnocentrism, and the language used in the 
homes, on the students' motivation in the learning 
of English and Malay. 

Sampling Procedure 

For the main study a random sample of more than 
three hundred Malay students from five secondary 
schools who studied English as a first language and 
Malay as a second language, was chosen. Of this 
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number only 278 respondents were used in the 
final study. In this final sample 149 of the students 
were boys and 129 girls. 64% of these respondents 
came from the Express stream while the remain- 
ing 36% came from the Normal Stream. The ages 
of the respondents ranged from 14 years to 17 
years, with the majority of them falling in the 
15-15% years age group. 

The majority of the respondents were of low 
socio-economic status (SES) with 33.1% of them 
having fathers whose incomes were less than $500 
a month, 24.5% having fathers whose incomes 
were between $500 and $750 and only 11.5% having 
fathers who earned more than $1000 a month. 
12.2% of the respondents recorded that their fathers 
were unemployed or retired. 

The low SES background of the respondents 
was also reflected in their type of housing. 74.5% 
of them lived in one-, two- or three-room HDB 
flats, only 18.5% of them lived in four- or five- 
room flats. 12.2% of the respondents still lived in 
the kampung and only 5% lived in terraced or de- 
tached houses. 

The educational level of fathers also tallied with 
the children's level of education which could be an 
indicator of their socio-economic background. 
10.1% of the respondents had fathers who had 
never attended school, 56.5% had fathers who had 
only primary education, 27.3% had fathers who 
attended secondary schools, 4.3% had fathers who 
attended pre-university classes, and only 0.7% had 
fathers who graduated from universities. 

Regarding the language of instruction or the lan- 
guage stream of the schools attended by the res- 
pondents' fathers, 54.3% indicated that their 
fathers attended the Malay stream schools, 30.2% 
had fathers who attended the English medium 
schools and 5.8% had fathers who attended the 
Arabic or religious schools. 

Data Collection 

The instruments of this study consisted of question- 
naires divided into eleven components, namely: 

1 Attitude scale measuring attitude towards 
Malay. 

2 Attitude scale measuring attitude towards 
English. 

3 Motivational intensity scale measuring 
motivational intensity towards Malay. 

4 Motivational intensity scale measuring 
motivational intensity towards English. 

5 Orientation towards the learning of English. 

6 Parental support towards the learning of 
English. 

7 Parental support towards the learning of 
Malay. 

8 Mday teachers' characteristics. 
9 English teachers' characteristics. 

1 0  Ethnocentrism scale. 
11 Biodata. 

Attitude Scale 1 
The attitude scale measuring attitudes towards 
Malay and English consisted of 10 questions for 
each language. It tried to elicit students' attitude 
towards various aspects of the language, such as 
the importance of the language in the economic 
field like commerce and industry, the importance 
of the language in inter-ethnic communication, 
the importance of the language within the family 
circle, the difficulty in learning the language, the 
ability to gain technological and scientific know- 
ledge through knowledge of the language, the 
ability to seek gainful employment through know- 
ledge of the language, the ability to succeed in 
pursuing higher education with the knowledge of 
the language, the appropriateness of the language 
as a medium of instruction and the appropriate- 
ness of the language as an instrument to express 
one's feelings and emotions. 

The attitude scale was obtained by computing all 
the scores of the ten items using the Likert Scale. 

Motivational Intensity Scale 

The motivational intensity scale measuring motiva- 
tional intensity towards the learning of Malay and 
English was developed along the lines of Gardner 
and Lambert (1972) and Pascasio (1980). It con- 
sisted of seven items for each language, namely: 

1 the degree of interest toward the learning 
of the language, 

2 the diligence or effort put into the learn- 
ing of the language, 

3 the importance attached to any home- 
work given by the teacher on the language, 

4 the importance of scoring high marks in 
the language, 

5 the time used in the learning of the language, 
6 the degree of liking for books published in 

the language, and 
7 the attention given to the study of the 

language. 
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The motivational intensity scale was obtained by 
computing total responses based on a four-point 
scale. 

Orientation Towards the Learning of 
English 

Respondents were asked to indicate their main 
reason or purpose for studying English. Th' IS was 
to ascertain whether the main motivational orien- 
tation was instrumental or integrative. 

Ethnocentrism Scale 

For this study "ethnocentrism" is defined as the 
feelings of love for one's race, language and cul- 
ture, the desire to retain one's ethnic identity and 
the rejection of western culture as symbolized by 
the English language. 

The ethnocentrism scale consisted of seven 
questions. It was obtained by computing the total 
responses based on a five-point scale. 

Teacher Factor 

The Malay and English teachers' characteristics as 
perceived by the students were elicited through a 
questionnaire consisting of eight concurrent ques- 
tions each for the Malay and English teachers. 
The eight aspects studied were: 

1 the effectiveness of the teacher's teaching 
2 whether the lessons were interesting 
3 whether the teacher was knowledgeable 
4 whether the teacher valued the good work 

done by pupils 
5 the teacher's fluency in the language 
6 whether the teacher encouraged the pupils 

to study 
7 whether the teacher was willing to help pu- 

pils whenever they encountered any problems 
8 whether there was good rapport between 

students and teachers 

Summary of Findings 

Attitudes towards Malay and English 

Table Ia shows the frequency distribution of the 
students' responses to the 10 items on the attitude 
towards Malay (ATM) scale. 

From the frequency distribution of the Atti- 
tude towards Malay Scale (ATM) it can be said that 
the respondents have a negative attitude towards 
Malay in such areas as the social and economic 
field - in trade and commerce, in securing a gain- 
ful employment and in interaction with other races. 

The positive aspect of the language as per- 
ceived by the respondents is its simplicity; it is 
thought to be easy to learn and understand. Most 
probably this is due to Malay being their mother 
tongue. The use of Malay in the home is also 
thought to be important, especially in promoting 
closer relationship within the family circle. 

Respondents seem unsure as to whether the 
knowledge of Malay can enable them to pursue 
their education to a higher level. They are also 
unsure of whether they can gain scientific and 
technological know-how with a knowledge of 
Malay. This is consistent with their attitude of un- 
certainty towards Malay being an effective language 
of instruction in schools. 

Table Ib  shows the frequency distribution of 
the respondentsy attitude towards English (ATE). 

From the pattern of responses one can infer 
that the respondents have a positive attitude to- 
wards English because of its importance in ter- 
tiary education, in employment and in trade and 
commerce. These are matters which are relevant 
to their future roles in society. One of the nega- 
tive aspects of the language as perceived by the 
respondents is the difficulty in learning and under- 
standing it. This is well related to the lack of con- 
fidence the respondents feel with regard to their 
ability to convey their feelings effectively in that 
language. 

Comparison of Attitudes towards Malay and 
English 

A t-test was used to compare the responses of the 
seven parallel statements for Malay and English. 
The results are shown in Table 1c. 

From the table it can be inferred that the atti- 
tude towards English is more positive in five areas, 
namely in inter-ethnic communication, employ- 
ment, business, tertiary education and in obtaining 
the technological know-how. These differences are 
significant at the 0.001 level. The positive aspen of 
the Malay language, discerned from the attitudes 
of respondents, is the simplicity of the language as 
compared to English, the difference being signifi- 
cant at 0.001 level. 
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TABLE l b - FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES TOWARDS ENGLISH I 
l 

TABLE l a  - FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTION OF ATTITUDES TOWARDS MALAY 

1 The knowledge of English is necessary in 
order to get a good job. 

2 The knowledge of English is important in 
order to  gain a high status in society. 

3 The knowledge of English is necessary in 
order to  get scientific and technological 
know-how. 

4 The knowledge of English is necessary in 
order to succeed in a university. 

5 English is easy to learn and to understand. 

1 The knowledge of Malay will not 
guarantee one a highly paid job. 

2 Those who speak Malay only will not be 
respected by society. 

3 Through the Malay language we can gain 
technological and scientific knowledge. 

4 If one's command of Malay is good one 
can go for further studies. 

5 Malay is easier to  learn than English. 

6 The knowledge of Malay alone will not be 
adequate for one to be successful in trade 
and commerce. 

7 One can have friends from other races if 
one uses Malay. 

8 Malay is not suitable as the medium of 
instruction in schools. 

9 Malay should be used to  promote rapport 
and close relationship between members 
of the family. 

10 Malay is a more suitable language to express 
one's feelings and emotions than for 

6 The knowledge of English is useful in 
order to be successful in business. 

7 The knowledge of English is useful for 
one to  communicate with other races. 

8 I learn English because it is compulsory 
for me to  do so. 

9 It is through English that we have access 
to  the unique western culture. 

10 I am confident that I can convey my 
feelings effectively in English. 

academic discussions. 

Not  Sure 

(36) 
12.9 

(32) 
11.5 

(105) 
37.8 

(112) 
40.3 

(10) 
3.6 

(41) 
17.6 

(36) 
12.9 

(86) 
30.9 

(49) 
17.6 

(77) 
27.7 

Strongly 
Agree 

l 

(82) 
29.5 

(11) 
4.0 

(15) 
5.4 

(8) 
2.9 

(102) 
36.7 

(75) 
5.0 

(7) 
2.5 

(14) 
5.0 

(57) 
20.5 

(32) 

Strongly 
Disagree 

1.8 

Disagree 

(27) 
9.7 

(93) 
33.5 

(48) 
17.3 

(62) 
22.3 

(16) 
5.8 

(86) 
14.4 

(105) 
37.8 

(62) 
22.3 

(40) 
14.4 

(50) 
18.0 

Agree 

(124) 
44.6 

(26) 
9.4 

(85) 
30.6 

(81) 
29.1 

(148) 
53.2 

(117) 
14.7 

(25) 
9.0 

(41) 
14.7 

(117) 
42.1 

(114) 

Strongly 
Agree 

(107) 
38.5 

(53) 
19.1 

(116) 
41.7 
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Strongly 
Disagree 

(9) 
3.2 

(116) 
41.7 

(25) 
9.0 

(15) 
5.4 

(2) 
0.7 

(75) 
5.4 

(105) 
37.8 

(75) 
27.0 

(15) 
5.4 

(8) 
2.9 

Agree  

(139) 
50.0 

(135) 
48.2 

(129) 
46.4 

Not Sure 

(19) 
6.8 

(43) 
15.5 

(24) 
8.6 

Disagree 

(11) 
4.0 

(43) 
15.5 

(9) 
3.2 



TABLE l c  - COMPARISON OF ATTITUDES TOWARDS MALAY AND ENGLISH 

Attitude Statement l Mean S D  I ~ e a n  S D  
t-value 

1 Importance in securing 
gainful employment. 

2 Importance in acquiring 
scientific and 
technological knowledge. 

3 Importance of the language 
in obtaining tertiary 
education. 

4 The simplicity in the 
learning of the language. 

5 Importance of the language 
for success in business. 

6 Importance of the language 
for communication with 
other races. 

7 Social status accorded 
to  those who speak the 
language. 

" Significant at 0.001 

TABLE I d  - THE ATTITUDE SCALE TOWARDS ENGLISH AND MALAY 

TABLE l e  - T-TEST ON ATTITUDE TOWARDS ENGLISH AND 
MALAY 

S c o r e  

20 and below 
21-30 
31-35 
36 and above 

* Significant at 0.001 

Attitude Scale Towards  
English 

Frequency Percentage  

0 0 
143 51.4 
111 39.9 
24 8.6 

278 100.0 

Scale  

Attitude towards 
English 

Attitude towards 
Malay 

An interesting finding is that in spite of the more those who speak Malay is deemed higher than 
positive attitude towards English than towards those who speak English. 
Malay, the perceived social status accorded to The attitude scale towards English and Malay 

Attitude Scale Towards  
Malay 

Frequency Percentage 

1 0.4 
21 7.6 

119 42.8 
137 49.3 

278 100.0 

N Min S D  t-value 

278 30.84 3.84 14.18" 

278 35.63 4.33 



(Table Id) is obtained by computing the total res- 
ponses of every attitude statement. A score of 20 is 
regarded as very negative, 21-30 negative, 31-35 
average and a score higher than 36 as positive. The 
maximum score is 50. 

Table le shows the result of the t-test on both 
the attitude scales. 

A comparison of both the attitude scales confirms 
that the majority of respondents have a negative 
attitude towards Malay with 51.4% of them get- 
ting a score of 30 and below. The mean score 
obtained for this scale is 30.84. 

O n  the other hand, the respondents' attitude 
towards English is very positive with only 9% of 
them getting a score of 30 and below. The mean 
score for this scale is higher, at 35.63. The differ- 
ences in the two scales are significant at 0.001 level 
with a t-value of 14.18. 

This negative attitude towards Malay can be 
attributed to an awareness among the respondents 
of the lower status accorded to it in relation to 
English. After two decades of being the national 
language it is still not accepted by the majority of 
the population and this study reveals the acceptance 
of this fact by the respondents. 

Rut even though the functional use of Malay has 
become narrower, its usage in the family domain is 
still very stable. This is the language most often 
used by the members of the family in their daily 
interaction in order to forge closer relationship 

and to express their feelings and emotions. How- 
ever, some changes in this pattern of usage can be 
expected in the future as 5.7% of the respondents 
in this study claim to use only English and 10.8% 
of them use more English than Malay at home. 

Motivation towards the Learning of Malay 
and English 

The results from Tables 2a and 2b indicate that 
motivation towards the learning of Malay, as 
shown by the seven indicators, is generally high, 
with a higher frequency obtained for the peri- 
pheral aspects of motivation rather than the core 
aspects, such as the time spent in learning, pri- 
ority in doing homework and the effort put into 
the learning of the language. The desire to attain 
something can be differentiated from really put- 
ting in effort to reach the desired goal. Indirectly 
this phenomenon indicates the presence of the 
"avoidance syndrome", i.e. avoiding getting into 
the thick of action, among the respondents. It is 
possible that these respondents can be categorized 
as those whose "need achievement" factor is lower 
in comparison with the "avoidance of failure" 
factor. 

From Tables 2c and 2d it can be seen that the 
respondents' motivation towards the learning 
of English, as indicated by the seven items is 
very high. But from the pattern of response it can 

TABLE 2a - MOTIVATION TOWARDS THE LEARNING OF MALAY 

Motivational Intensity Scale 

Statement 2 3 4 

1 Interest in learning Malay. 

2 Liking/fondness for reading 
books in Malay. 

3 Attention given to  the 
learning of Malay. 

4 Effort put in to  the 
learning of Malay. 

5 Priority in doing homework 
for Malay. 

6 Importance of securing high 
marks in Malay than in other 
subjects. 1 

Note: Numbers in brackets show the frequency distribution. 
Numbers without brackets show the percentages. 



TABLE 2 b - TIME SPENT IN THE LEARNING OF MALAY 
PER WEEK 

D o  not study at all 
1-2 hours 
3-4 hours 
5-6 hours 
7-8 hours 
9-10 hours 
11-12 hours 
13 hours and above 

l 1 Frequency Percentage 1 

TABLE 2c - MOTIVATION TOWARDS THE LEARNING OF ENGLISH 

Statement 

Motivational Intensity Scale 
1 2 3 4 

1 Interest in learning 
English. 

2 Liking/fondness for 
books in English. 

3 Attention given to  the 
learning of English. 

4 Effort put in the learning 
of English. 

5 Priority in doing homework 
for English. 

6 Importance of securing high 
marks in English than in 
other subjects. 

Note: Numbers in brackets show the frequency distribution. 
Numbers without brackets show the percentages. 

TABLE 2d - TIME SPENT IN THE LEARNING OF 
ENGLISH PER WEEK 

1 1 Frequency Percentage 

D o  not study at all 
1-2 hours 
3-4 hours 
5-6 hours 
7-8 hours 
9-10 hours 
11-12 hours 
13 hours and above 



be deduced that this high motivation is due to the The results of the t-test on both scales are pro- 
higher scores obtained in the peripheral aspects of duced in Table 3c. 
motivation, such as the importance attached to get- 
ting high marks for English language, interest in The following summary is derived from Tables 

the learning of English language and the attention 3b and 3c. 
- - - - 

given to the subject. Lower response is obtained 
1 The respondents' motivation toward the for the more serious aspects, such as time spent in 

learning the language, the effort put in to its study learning of Malay ranges from low to average. 

and so on. 2 The respondent's motivation toward the 
learning of English ranges from average to 

A Comparison between the Motivation towards 
English and Malay 

The result of the t-tests for all the motivational 
items shows that there is a significant difference 
between the motivation towards English and that 
of Malay on five of the items, with the mean 
response for English being higher than the mean 
response for Malay. The most significant difference 
is in the amount of time spent by respondents in 
learning English compared to Malay. There is a 
significant difference in the interest of respondents 
towards the two languages. This is also true for the 
enjoyment derived from reading books in Mday 
and books in English. 

A comparison of the motivational intensity scale 
towards English and Malay is given in Table 3b. A 
score of 0-10 on the scale is regarded as very low, a 
score of 11-18 as low, 19-23 as medium and a score 
of more than 24 as very high. The maximum score 
is 32. 

- 

high. 
3 The motivational intensity scale towards the 

learning of English is significantly higher than 
the motivational intensity scale towards 
Malay (a = 0.0001). 

Motivational Orientation towards the Learning 
of English 

Table 3d shows an overwhelming response for 
item 2 which is related to inter-ethnic communica- 
tion. This result indicates that the respondents' 
motivational orientation in the study of English is 
mainly integrative, with a small minority having 
an instrumental orientation towards the learning of 
English. ~ h i s ' f i n d i n ~  is not consistent with the find- 
ings of Pascasio (1980) on Filipino students and 
Rajgopal (1976) on Malaysian children; both studies 
find that the subjects of their study have an instru- 
mental orientation towards English. 

TABLE 3a T-TESTS ON MOTIVATION TOWARDS ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
AND MALAY LANGUAGE I 

Motivational Indicators 

1 Interest in the learning of English/Malay. 
2 Liking/fondness for books in Malay and 

books in English. 
3 Attention given to the learning of English/ 

Malay. 
4 Effort put in the study of English/Malay. 
5 Priority in doing homework for English/ 

Malay. 
6 Importance of getting high marks for English/ 

Malay. 
7 Time spent in learning English/Malay 

per week. 

t-value 

'"ignificant at 0.01 
** Significant at 0.001 
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TABLE 3b - MOTIVATIONAL 'INTENSITY SCALE TOWARDS THE 
LEARNING OF ENGLISH AND MALAY 

TABLE 3c - T-TEST ON MOTIVATIONAL INTENSITY SCALE 
TOWARDS ENGLISH AND MALAY 

Scale 
Motivation Towards 

Malay 

Frequency Percentage 

Scale 

- 

'' Significant at 0.001 level. 

Motivation Towards 
English 

Frequency Percentage 

0-10 
11-18 
19-23 
24 and above 

N Min SD t-value 

Motivation towards 1 

TABLE 3d - PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTION OF ORIENTATION 
TOWARD THE LEARNING OF ENGLISH 

1 

English 
Motivation towards 

Malay 

Statement 

0 0 
68 24.5 

167 60.1 

43 15.5 

278 22.34 3.57 8.42" 

278 20.44 3.16 

1 It will enable me to get 
a well-paid job. 

2 It will enable me to mix 
with other races. 

3 I will be more respected if I am 
able to use two languages. 

4 Other reasons. 

0 0 
36 12.9 

141 50.7 
101 36.3 

This inconsistency can be explained by the dif- 
ferent status English has in the three countries. In 
Malaysia, English is only a second language; Malay 
(Bahasa Malaysia) is the national language and 
the language promoted by the government. The 
came is true for the Philippines where Tagalog is 
upgraded as the national language, but English re- 
mains the language used by the elite and the lan- 
guage of instruction in most urban schools. In 
Singapore, English has emerged as the most impor- 
tant working language, greatly promoted by the 
government and compulsory for every school 

Frequency l Percentage l;ii 
child to learn. More important than this, I think, is 
the fact that the subjects of the studies of Malaysia 
and the Philippines belong to the major ethnic 
groups while the subjects of this present study be- 
long to a minority group within the nation's popu- 
lation. Thus the motivational orientation in the 
learning of English is spurred more towards assimi- 
lation and integration with the major ethnic group 
rather than the practical consideration. This orien- 
tation towards the learning of English may have a 
different bearing if the subjects of the study come 
from the major ethnic group. 



l 

The Relationship between the Attitudes and Moti- wards it. This means that students who have a low 
vation towards the learning of English and Malay motivation towards the learning of Malay do not 

A correlational analysis (the chi-square test) has necessarily have a negative attitude towards the 

been used to determine the relationship between language and in the same way, students who are 

the attitudes and motivation of the respondents to- motivated towards Malay do not necessarily have a 

wards the learning of English and Malay. This is more positive attitude towards the language. 

prompted by the desire to get answers to the fol- 
lowing questions: 2 But there is a significant relationship be- 

tween the attitudes towards English and the moti- 
1 Will the students who have a positive atti- vation towards learning the language. It is very 
tude towards English also have a positive attitude probable that those with a high motivation to- 
toward Malay and vice versa? wards English also have a positive attitude towards 

2 Will students who have a high motivation it and, likewise, those with low motivation towards 
toward the learning of English also have a high English, have a negative attitude towards it. 
motivation towards the learning of Malay? 
3 Will students who have positive attitudes 3 There is a significant relationship between 
towards Malay be motivated towards its motivation towards the learning of Malay and 
learning? English. It is highly probable that those students 

those respondents who have a high who are highly motivated are motivated to learn 
motivation towards English also have a positive both the languages, and those whose motivation 
attitude toward English? are low are also likely to have lower motivation 

to learn both languages. 
The following four correlational tables show " 

the relationship between attitudes toward Malay 
and motivation towards it (Table 4a), attitudes to- 4 There is a significant relationship (o: =0.05) 

ward English and motivation towards it (Table 4b), between the attitudes towards English and Malay. 

attitudes towards Malay and attitudes towards Those respondents who have a positive attitude 

English (Table 4c), and motivation towards English t~wards English probably also have a ~ositive atti- , 
tude towards Malay and vice versa? i 

and motivation towards Malay (Table 4d) 
These findings confirm the close relationship 

between attitudes and motivation. The positive atti- 
tudes towards English are linked to the high motiva- 

From the four correlational tables we can sum- tion towards the learning of English in schools and, 
marize the following conclusions: likewise, it has been found that the negative attitude - 

towards Malay in relation to English has resulted in - 
1 There is no significant relationship between a low motivation towards the learning of Malay 
the attitude towards Malay and the motivation to- among Malay students. l 

l 

TABLE 4 a  - CORRELATION BETWEEN ATTITUDES TOWARDS MALAY 
AND MOTIVATION TOWARDS THE LEARNING OF MALAY 

Low 

Medium 

High 

Total 

Motivation Towards 
Malay 
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Attitudes Towards Malay 

Negative Neutral Positive 
Total 



TABLE 4 b  - CORRELATION BETWEEN ATTITUDES TOWARDS ENGLISH 
AND MOTIVATION TOWARDS THE LEARNING O F  ENGLISH 

Low 

Medium 

High 

Mot iva t ion  T o w a r d s  
Engl ish  

TABLE 4c - CORRELATION BETWEEN ATTITUDES TOWARDS ENGLISH 
AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS MALAY 

Att i tudes  T o w a r d s  Engl ish  

Negat ive  Neu t ra l  Positive 

Total 

T o t a l  ~ 

(22) (119) (137) 

Negative 

Medium 

High 

Total 

A t t i t udes  T o w a r d s  
Engl ish  

TABLE 4d - CORRELATION BETWEEN MOTIVATION TOWARDS THE 
LEARNING O F  ENGLISH AND MALAY 

Mot iva t ion  T o w a r d s  
Engl ish  

Negative 

At t i tudes  T o w a r d s  Malay  

Negat ive  Neu t ra l  Pos i t ive  

Medium 

T o t a l  

High 

1 Total 1 

Mot iva t ion  T o w a r d s  Malay 

Negat ive  

22.1 

(15) 
10.2 

(17) 
9.3 

(4) 
(36) 

Neu t ra l  

55.9 

(38) 
56.3 

(94) 
20.9 

(9) 
(141) 

Positive 

22.1 

(15) 
33.5 

(56) 
69.8 

(30) 
(101) 

To ta l  


