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EDITOR’S SAY 
The theme “Scripting Intelligence” 

is about recognising the positive 
impact that NIE continues to collectively 
bring to Singapore’s education landscape. 
We share some of the vital conversations 
and activities in recent months here. 
Through a myriad of ways, these lively 
exchanges foster greater awareness of 
pedagogical and research successes. 

In the Corporate Development section 
from pages 3 to 19, NIE welcomed 
visitors from all walks of life to our 
campus for two major events, the NTU 
Open House and the Graduate and 
Professional Learning Open House – 
see pages 3, 6 and 7. 

We acknowledge the great contributions 
by our fellow colleagues who received 
the NTU Nanyang Award 2014. 
Celebrating their successes on pages 
12 and 13, we thank them for sharing 
their personal insights here. On page 
11, we share more exciting news about 
NIE’s latest programme launch, the 
first ever Master of Arts programme 
to introduce bilingual approach in 
teaching pedagogies. 

As a Special Feature, we have put 
together a commemorative centre-fold 
dedicated to the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew 
on pages 14 to 15. During the national 
week of mourning, the NIE Community 
reflected on the life and legacy of our 
first Prime Minister.

As you continue reading, we bring you 
more contributions by NIE in the field of 
research. Do take the time to browse 
through pages 20 to 24; notably, book 
launches by our academics on page 
24. As part of our SG50 salutes to 
pioneers, we have included an inspiring 
story about a pioneer educator in the 

Alumni section, see page 25 for more 
details. There is a special mention 
too on page 26 for one of our long-
serving academics who was awarded 
the Distinguished Alumni Award from 
Teachers College, Columbia University.

As I sign off as Guest Editor for NIE 
News, I wish everyone all the best in 
your pursuit for excellence in teaching 
and may this issue bring great inspiration 
for new education goals.

Guest Editor
Associate Professor Tan Seng Chee,
Associate Dean, Learning and 
Instruction, Office of Graduate Studies 
and Professional Learning, and 
Learning Sciences and Technologies 
Academic Group

The NTU Open House 2015, held on 
7 March 2015, is an annual event 

for prospective undergraduates who 
had completed their GCE ‘A’ Levels 
or Polytechnic Diplomas. There was a 
turnout of approximately 16,000 visitors. 

As a key participant in NTU’s Open 
House, the National Institute of 
Education (NIE), Singapore showcased 
the NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars 
Programme, the Bachelor of Arts 
(Education) and the Bachelor of Science 
(Education) programmes. 

The Open House was held at several 
number of locations. The main venue 
was the Nanyang Auditorium and 
Quad, where NIE had a booth for the 
Teaching Scholars Programme and 
another booth for the Bachelor of Arts/
Science (Education) programmes. In 
addition, NIE conducted hourly talks 
at two Lecture Theatres to promote 
our programmes. 

Lastly, tours were conducted to bring 
visitors to the NIE campus, where 
visitors viewed facilities and the 
learning environment at NIE. During 
the tour, the various Academic Groups 

showcased their facilities and shared 
with visitors on their subject areas. The 
tour ended with refreshments at the 
NIE Library and Information Services 
Centre (LIBRIS), where visitors had 
the opportunity to interact with NIE staff 
and students. 



CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT

4 5

DIRECTOR’S OFFICIAL VISITS: ESTABLISHING PARTNERSHIPS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director, and Associate Professor 

Low Ee Ling, Head, Strategic Planning 
and Academic Quality, made official 
visits to universities in the United Kingdom 
and United States of America to renew 
ties and establish new partnerships. 

Left (From left): Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling; Prof A. Lin Goodwin; Prof 
Susan Fuhrman; Prof Tan Oon Seng; and Dr Cheng Davis

Right (From left): Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling; Prof David Quigley; and 
Prof Tan Oon Seng  

On 9 March 2015, Prof Tan Oon Seng, 
visited the University College London, 
Institute of Education (UCL-IOE), which 
is currently ranked top in the field of 
education based on QS rankings, in 
London. Currently, NIE has a joint Doctor 
in Education (Dual Award) programme 
with UCL-IOE. This programme has 
been very successful since its launch 
in 2009. NIE and UCL-IOE further 
reinforced their strong partnership 
to include exchange possibilities 
for our undergraduate students. A 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
was signed between UCL-IOE and NIE 
on the same day.

Above: Prof Tan Oon Seng and Prof Chris 
Husbands signed an MOU between NIE 
and UCL-IOE

Right (From left): Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling; 
Prof Geoff Hayward; Prof Tan Oon Seng; 
Prof Neil Mercer and Prof Anthony Freeling

Below (From left): Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling; 
Prof Tan Oon Seng; and Dr Dénes Szucs

NIE Director’s official visit to our 
partners in the UK and the USA 
marked a significant milestone in 
NIE’s continued development. The 
institute’s strategic partnerships with 
the international academic community 
continue to help deepen our teaching 

SUPPORTING SCHOOL 
INITIATIVES
At the Pioneer Junior College (PJC) 14th College Day, the National Institute of 

Education (NIE), Singapore received an award (pictured, right) in recognition 
of her contribution and support towards the college’s initiatives. Held on 23 May 
2015, NIE was among 15 other recipients who received the Friends of PJC Award. 

NIE continues to work with school communities in a variety of initiatives including 
on-the-ground exchanges such as the PJC Work Shadowing Programme. In 
December 2014, NIE hosted four JC-one students for hands-on work attachments 
and orientation visits to various academic groups and departments on campus. 
Read all about this at: www.nie.edu.sg/nienews/mar15

Signing of MOU between UCL-IOE and NIE, Singapore

Meeting with Faculty of 
Education, University 
of Cambridge

Visit to Centre for 
Neuroscience for 
Education, University 
of Cambridge

and research capabilities, as well as to 
establish NIE firmly as a global player 
in the league of top education institutes 
around the world. Amongst these, a 
new Memorandum of Understanding 
was signed. Featured below are the 
highlights of the visits.

Continuing Strong Ties with 
Boston College

Renewing Partnership at Teachers 
College, Columbia University

The next day, 10 March 2015, the NIE 
delegation travelled to the University of 
Cambridge where they met Professor 
Geoff Hayward, Head of Faculty 
of Education, Professor Anthony 
Freeling, President of Hughes Hall and 
Professor Neil Mercer, Vice President 
of Hughes Hall to explore student and 
staff exchanges. The meeting was 
very fruitful and both parties were keen 
to strengthen future partnerships.

The NIE Delegation then flew to New York City, USA on 
10 March 2015 to pay an official visit to Teachers College, 
Columbia University on 11 March 2015. They met with 
Professor Susan Fuhrman, President, Teachers College, 
Professor A. Lin Goodwin and Dr Cheng Davis. Both parties 
expressed deep commitment towards the Joint Master of Arts 
in Leadership and Educational Change (MALEC) programme 
which is now in its successful second year running.

On 12 March 2015, the NIE Delegation visited Professor 
David Quigley, the newly appointed Provost of Boston 
College (BC). Currently, NIE and BC have an established 
MOU on semestral exchange programmes for undergraduate 
students, faculty exchange and research partnerships. 
The meeting saw the renewal of ties between the two 
universities and Prof Quigley expressed his keen interests 
to explore areas for further collaboration between BC  
and NIE.

The NIE delegation also visited the 
Centre for Neuroscience in Education 
to understand the contributions of 
neuroscience research for informing 
education. Dr Dénes Szucs, the Deputy 
Director of the Centre, played host 
during their visit.



Young Scientists Reader Pte Ltd that also sponsored some 
attractive prizes for our lucky draws.

Other sponsors and partners included the following:

ABR Holdings Limited
Boncafé International Pte Ltd
CASIO Singapore Pte Ltd
GlaxoSmithKline Singapore
Global Wellness Holding Pte Ltd
Lawry’s Prime Rib Singapore
Ministry of Social and Family Development
Melchiz Pte Ltd
Ready, Set, Cook!
Scanpan Asia Pacific Pte Ltd
Teka Singapore Pte Ltd
Texas Instruments Singapore (Pte) Ltd
World Scientific Publishing

The Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning 
(GPL) also took the opportunity to launch our official 
corporate video, which was screened on monitors around 
the campus. The video could also be accessed via the visitor 
handbook augmented reality (AR). Visitors can download 
the ‘Purplemars’ app on their smartphones, launch it and 
wave the application across the cover or designated page to 
watch the GPL video!

The GPL Open House 2015 also concluded with a Grand 
Draw where winners walked away with attractive prizes. It 
had been a fun and rewarding experience for both visitors 
and staff members.
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GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL LEARNING OPEN HOUSE 2015
By Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

Opening its doors to the public, NIE 
proudly presented the Graduate 

and Professional Learning Open House 
and invited members of the public to 
come and find out about its diverse 
range of graduate programmes, with 
active support from representatives 
from the 12 Academic Groups (AGs) 
and the Education and Cognitive 
Development Lab (ECDL). Visitors 
thronged the corridor, booths and 
tutorial rooms of Blocks 5 and 7 during 
the Open House where they engaged 
academics, students and graduates 
in lengthy discussions about various 
courses and programmes for both 
teachers and working professionals.

Talks and sharing sessions were also 
conducted concurrently throughout the 
Open House. Some of the AGs prepared 
special activities for the visitors at their 
booths, such as:

Guided tours to laboratories 
conducted by Natural Sciences and 
Science Education AG and Physical 
Education and Sports Science AG

Hands-on multimedia learning 
experiences conducted by Learning 
Sciences and Technologies AG

Games and fun tests conducted by 
Early Childhood and Special Needs 
Education AG

Massages and Wellness Assessments 
were conducted by a team from the 
Psychological Studies AG

An interactive photography booth 
also offered a fun way to capture the 
memories of their visit to NIE with 
instant printouts. 

A sumptuous spread of popular local 
favourites and snacks, complete with 
complimentary ice-cream, was a hit with 
the crowds. Thanks to the Open House’s 
hourly lucky draws that fuelled the 
excitement and celebratory atmosphere, 
visitors caught a glimpse and experienced 
our vibrant campus culture.

The event featured exhibitors such 
as, CROSS, Jewellery Design and 
Management International School and 

•

•

•

•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Above: Insightful consultations with members of the AGs

Below: An impressive buffet line received praise from the young 
and old 

Above: Prof Christine Goh, Dean, Office of Graduate Studies and 
Professional Learning, presented prizes to the lucky winners at 
the event’s finale

Above: The Open House was a crowd-pleaser with many visitors who were keen to learn more about GPL’s programmes



9 March 2015
A three-member delegation led by H.E. Sheikh Dr Al Khattab Al 
Hinai (second from right), Head of the Education Committee at 
the State Council and Lead Academic Advisor for the University 
of Oman visited NIE on 9 March 2015. The University of Oman is 
newly established and is set to welcome its first batch of students 
in 2018. The delegation visited NTU and NIE to study the 
university set up, programmes and infrastructure. Professor Paul 
Teng, Principal Officer, toured the campus with the delegation and 
showcased our facilities that were designed to support students’ 
learning and campus experience, such as the Collaborative 
Classroom, Library and Information Services Centre and the  
Student Hub.
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INTERNATIONAL PRACTICUM
By Dr. Jessie Png, Office of Teacher Education

Above: Assoc Prof Ivy Tan (extreme right) with faculty members of Stockholm University

Above: Ms Sim Pei Jin (back row, middle) with her UCSB students 

Left: Assoc Prof Eddy Chong (middle) with Ms Latai Ella 
Charlton-Fa’apoi (from left); Ms Raina Robin Clary; Ms Emma 
Jayne Sheely and Ms Jane Sara Robinson from the University of 
Waikato, New Zealand

PROMINENT VISITORS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

5 March 2015
NIE welcomed the Education Industry Study Group (above)
from Dwight D. Eisenhower School for National Security and 
Resource Strategy (ES), National Defense University, USA 
on 5 March 2015. As part of their 10-month Master’s degree 
programme in national security resource management 
for senior military officers and civilian leaders from various 
sectors, the group was in Singapore to study the education 
system. They learnt about NIE’s Initial Teacher Preparation 
(ITP) and professional development programmes, and 
engaged in lively discussion with colleagues from Office 
of Teacher Education and Office of Graduate Studies and  
Professional Learning. 

Inset: Ms Yingting and Ms Chao Ngin (middle) with UCC students 

This was what Ms Jane Sara Robinson from the University 
of Waikato, New Zealand, had to say about her learning 
journey here: 

“My greatest area of improvement was classroom 
management. Through this exchange, I was given the opportunity 
to witness the various types of classroom management 
strategies demonstrated by my co-operating teacher and 
other teachers. One of the strategies that I will use when I 
get back is the assignment of group leaders and assistant 
group leaders. Instead of having the teacher give out and 
collect worksheets to the students, the students can assist. 
This will help the teacher save a lot of time and focus on 
conducting a more effective lesson.”

Since 2012, NIE has been providing our degree student 
teachers the opportunities to go overseas to do their 

five-week Teaching Assistantship. 

Our international partnerships have expanded since then, 
and they now include: University of California, Santa 
Barbara, USA; University College Capital (UCC) and VIA 
University College, Denmark; Zurich University of Teacher 
Education (PH Zurich), Switzerland; National Taiwan 
Normal University, Taiwan; University of Waikato, New 
Zealand; University of Helsinki, Finland; and Linkoping 
University, Sweden. 

In March 2015, NIE signed a Memorandum of Agreement 
with Stockholm University, Sweden. Stockholm will be 
another place for our student teachers to go to.   

Incoming International Practicum
Our local schools have been graciously giving students from 
our international partner-universities the opportunities to 
teach in their schools. To name a few, St Andrew’s Junior 
School, West Grove Primary School, Boon Lay Garden 
Primary School, Westwood Primary School, Nanyang 
Primary School, Corporation Primary School and Wellington 
Primary School; Chung Cheng High (Main) School, Yishun 
Town and St Andrew’s Secondary Schools were our partner 
schools last year and early this year. 

From 2013 to early 2015, 36 international students 
have passed through the doors of these schools and its 
classrooms. These have provided unique opportunities for 
them to build greater depth in pedagogical approaches in 
different cultural and social settings. 
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NEW LAUNCHPAD 
FOR EXCELLENCE
By Associate Professor Aw Guat Poh and Dr Choong Kok Weng, Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group, 
and Ms Peng Xuanhui, Student of inaugural MATCIL cohort

Above: Students from the programme wishing the audience a prosperous Lunar New Year 
with a variety of traditional greetings 

Left (From left): Assoc Prof Hadijah 
Rahmat; Prof Michael Chia; Prof Christine 
Goh; and Prof Goh Yeng Seng launching 
the new MATCIL programme

10

PROMINENT VISITORS: 
A VISIT TO A BIG SCHOOL
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

NIE hosted a special group of little visitors from Saint Elmo’s 
Child Care Centre for the first time on 31 March 2015. 

Covering the theme of occupations in the month of March, 
the group of 30 children was on an excursion to see what 
the “big school” looked like and where their teachers studied.  
 
Special thanks to colleagues from the Education and Cognitive 
Development Lab (ECDL), Library and Information Services 
Centre (LIBRIS), and Early Childhood and Special Education 
(ECSE) Academic Group for taking the time to ensure the 
children had an afternoon of fun in the big school!

End of the excur
sion to the “big s

chool”! 

LIBRIS colleagues captured the 
children’s attention when they 

demonstrated how an automated 
bookdrop and sorting machine 
operates, from the outside and 

behind-the-scenes

Activity-time! Mrs Joanna Tay-Lim, Lecturer, and Assoc Prof Kenneth Poon, ECSE demonstrated the theme of “What a teacher means to you”  through drawing

Samples of 

children’s draw
ings

Visiting a “big classroom”

We are excited to 
be here  

and ready to be 
inspired!

Showing their masterpiece  
to “Teacher” Joanna

The chil
dren were engr

ossed 

in spott
ing the 

various 

sports f
acilities

A vis
it to

 the 
NIE L

ibrary
, where 

the c
hildr

en ch
eekily

 note
d was a 

lot n
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 than
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r litt
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The inaugural launch ceremony 
of the Master of Arts in Teaching 

Chinese as an International Language 
(MATCIL) programme was held on 25 
February 2015. The launch ceremony 
took place at Lecture Theatre Four.

The ceremony was graced by  
Professor Christine Goh, Dean, Office 
of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning (GPL). Our esteemed guests 
included Professor Michael Chia, Dean, 
Office of Faculty Affairs, Associate 
Professor Hadijah Bte Rahmat, 
Covering Head, Asian Languages 
and Cultures (ALC) Academic Group, 
Mr Shao Yipeng, First Secretary 
(Education) of the Embassy of the 
People’s Republic of China, Ms Wang 
Yuan, First Secretary (Education) of 
the Embassy of the People’s Republic 
of China, Mr Fong Yeow Wah, Assistant 
Director of Ministry of Education, 
Curriculum Planning and Development 
Division (CPDD), Dr Chin Chee Kuen, 
Executive Director of Singapore Centre 
for Chinese Language (SCCL), Dr Tan 
Chee Lay, Deputy Executive Director 
of SCCL, Dr Neo Peng Fu, Director of 
Confucius institute, Heads of education 
institutes in Singapore, NIE staff and the 
media. Performances showcasing the 
diverse backgrounds of the students 

were some of the highlights during  
the ceremony. 

In her welcome address, Prof Goh 
noted that NIE has groomed thousands 
of teacher education professionals in 
Singapore through its higher degree 
programmes. To meet the changing 
landscape of the 21st century, GPL 
upholds the pursuit of excellence and 

strives to achieve a breakthrough in 
producing more diverse and innovative 
higher degree programmes. GPL has 
been encouraging academic groups in 
NIE to develop innovative programmes 
to meet the changing needs and positive 
responses have been received. 

MATCIL was initiated by Professor Goh 
Yeng Seng, the former Head of ALC. 
The programme offers 11 modules 
and the contents were designed to 
prepare bilingual Chinese educators 
of tomorrow, equipping them with the 
necessary skills to educate learners 
whose dominant language is English. 
As compared to our neighbouring 
counterparts offering similar courses, 
several courses in MATCIL are unique 
to NIE, such as Language Code, Global 
Mandarin and Contemporary China, 
Chinese-English Contrastive Analysis 
and its Application, Critical Inquiry and 
Professional English for Educators.

Without any doubt, the launch ceremony 
has marked a successful beginning for 
MATCIL and a new milestone for NIE. 
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NIE RECIPIENTS OF NTU NANYANG AWARDS 2014
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

NIE extends her warmest congratulations to our colleagues 
who have been conferred the Nanyang Award for Service, 

Nanyang Education Award for School, College and University 
level. A total of seven outstanding individuals have been 
recognised for their dedicated service, excellent teaching 
practices and enriching the learning experiences of their 
students through their enthusiasm, care and close rapport.

“This award comes as a wonderful encouragement to me as 
I continue to serve NIE with the same dedication I have given 
over 31 years during which I was Vice-Dean for 4 years (1996 
- 1999) and Academic Group Head for 15 years (2000-2015). 
I’m especially proud to have pioneered several programmes 
and developed the Humanities and Social Studies Education, 
and Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Academic Groups. 
While this award is for my individual service, I’m keenly aware 
that it is only with the help and support of my colleagues 
and senior management that I’m able to do what I’ve done. 
My strength lies in programme development work as I have 
a way of bringing people and resources together through my 
local and international networks to implement programmes 
in sustainable ways. I hope to be able to help NIE develop 

strategic partnerships and extend its influence well beyond the 
shores of Singapore.”

“I believe that the essence of good teaching lies in a concern 
for our students, genuinely wanting what is best for them and 
wanting to make a difference in their lives. Education is not just 
about conveying content or procedural knowledge, but also 
about building character and inspiring students to develop a 
deep love for learning so that they will want to keep on learning 
long after they have left our classrooms. I absolutely loved the 
excitement of academic study during my own journey through 
university, and I am very blessed to have the opportunity every 
day to try and pass on some of that excitement to my students.” 

Associate Professor Ramona Tang Siu Mei, English 
Language and Literature Academic Group

“My students are mostly leaders in school. They have to lead, 
care for and inspire staff and students, and work with parents 
and stakeholders. Leadership is a demanding job mentally, 
physically and emotionally. I am privileged to help my students 
acquire the knowledge and skills they need, and encourage 
them to walk resolutely a path not easily travelled. Teaching is 
the human enterprise of paying it forward. I am very grateful 
to receive an award, but my greater reward is a fraternity of 
students who build others through their leadership and lives.”

Associate Professor Ng Pak Tee, Policy and 
Leadership Studies Academic Group

Mr Mohammed Azhar Bin Yusof, Physical 
Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Associate Professor Christine Lee Kim Eng, 
Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Academic Group

“There are so many excellent teachers in NIE so I am truly humbled 
and deeply honoured to receive the Nanyang Education Award 
(College) following last year’s School award. I credit the many 
passionate NIE teachers who were my role models and mentors 
when I was an NIE student many years ago. I have always believed 
that each time we step into a class, we are given the time and 
opportunity to make an impact on our students through the subjects 
that we teach. Therefore, I believe in putting the time and effort to
prepare and plan for my lessons and reflect constantly on how I can 
make them better. Nothing beats walking away from your class 
having taught a good, well-planned lesson. That feeling is priceless.”

Associate Professor Ruth Wong Yeang Lam, 
English Language and Literature Academic Group

“I am thankful and honoured to be awarded the prestigious 
Nanyang Education Award (School). Yet again, I am mindful of 
the conviction that got me started in this career. An exemplary 
teacher is one who is always a student at heart and governed 
by an attitude of humility and sincerity. For without these virtues, 
great things cannot be achieved, whether in teaching or in 
life. Till today, I remain as a faithful student of my university 
Professor and still constantly seek his advice. I am humbled 
that the students have placed their faith and trust in me. This 
is a responsibility that I do not take lightly and will continue to 
do my best in nurturing and bringing out the potential of each 
and every student, infusing them with the knowledge and right 
values in life. Every student in my class is treated fairly and 
with respect. I am honoured to be able to serve and influence 

fellow teachers and trainees. My greatest hope and satisfaction 
is that I can pass on these values to my students beyond the 
curriculum in which they can make an impact to the society.”

Associate Professor Govindasamy Balasekaran, 
Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

“I believe a good teacher is one who knows and understands 
his students well. He respects his students and supports 
them in their learning in a variety of ways. He knows his own 
weaknesses and seeks to improve himself, both in teaching 
and his own domain area. I feel motivated by the desire to 
see my students learn, do their best and enjoy the process at 
the same time. I get immense satisfaction when my students 
achieve what they had initially thought difficult or impossible. As 
teachers, we should never stop learning. We should continue 
to have a sense of curiosity and the spirit of adventure even as 
we manage the daily challenges of an educator.”

Associate Professor Ang Keng Cheng, Mathematics 
and Mathematics Education Academic Group

The awards were handed out at the Nanyang Awards 
Ceremony at the Nanyang Auditorium on 12 March 2015 in 
conjunction with the ‘Celebrate NTU’ annual event. It was 
presided by Professor Bertil Andersson, President, and 
Professor Freddy Boey, Provost, Nanyang Technological 
University. The recipients were lauded for their unwavering 
contributions in the following categories: 

Nanyang Award for Service

Nanyang Education Award (School)

Nanyang Education Award (College)

Nanyang Education Award (University)

“I continue to be humbled by the Award. There are many 
colleagues who are also excellent in teaching, and therefore 
equally deserving of the Award. If we love teaching, and our 
ultimate goal is always our students’ learning, then we will 
naturally work on inspiring hearts and minds. We can remain 
sane and focused if we sincerely WANT to teach, and believe 
that this is our calling.” 
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None has made a wider impact on this 
island republic’s enviable education 

system as the late Mr Lee Kuan Yew, the 
Founding Father of modern Singapore. 
Delivered in his “Minister for Education’s 
Message to Students on Mr Lee Kuan 
Yew (1923 - 2015)”, Mr Heng Swee Keat, 
Minister for Education recounted: “Mr Lee 
always believed that Singaporeans were 
Singapore’s best asset. Hence, Mr Lee 
placed special emphasis on education 
– despite the meagre resources we had 
in the early years, education has always 
been an important priority for him. As our 
nation progressed, we invested even more 
resources, to create more opportunities for 
all, especially in higher education.”

As the nation’s education schools and 
institutes flew the national flag at half-
mast, the National Institute of Education 
(NIE), Singapore Family too looked to the 
erected flagpole as an important tribute 
to mourn the great architect who helped 
nurture the teaching spirit that continues to 
thrive within this campus. In his message 
to all, Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director, best reflected these sentiments.

“His lifelong quest in making Singapore 
an internationally recognised nation 
will continue on at every NIE Teachers’ 
Investiture Ceremony as we honour Mr 
Lee’s legacy with the highest accolade 
given to the most outstanding graduand of 
each cohort with the Lee Kuan Yew Gold 
Medals and awards. We will celebrate 
his life and remind each teacher that we 
prepare, not to just teach history but to 
learn from history of how he built a nation 
from scratch and to celebrate his life and 
his legacy through their lessons”, Prof Tan 
Oon Seng said (pictured, right).

The outpouring of love for Mr Lee was 
certainly felt throughout NIE especially 
at two special events held in honour of 
Singapore’s first Prime Minister.

24 March 2015

Staff piled into the arranged buses bound 
for the Parliament House to pay their final 
respects from the main lobby at block 1 
of the NIE campus grounds. Setting out 
at 3.00 pm, many stood in line for hours 
(pictured, left). 

26 March 2015

Two days later, a memorial event titled 
“A Time of Reflection” was held at NIE’S 
Lecture Theatres One and Two. Pictured 
on these pages, NIE Community members 
from its student body, faculty, staff, alumni 
and partners were out in full force crowding 
both venues to pay their tributes to our 
first Prime Minister of Singapore. The 
event began with a short address by NIE 
Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng followed 
by the screening of a documentary that 
allowed all to reflect on the late Mr Lee 
Kuan Yew, his life and legacy.

Both events drew an outpouring of 
messages written on cards at the 
Parliament House and at NIE to the late 
Mr Lee and his son, Prime Minister Mr Lee 
Hsien Loong and family. Many were moved 
to tears.

LEE KUAN YEW
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E W BARKER CHALLENGE 2015
By Ms Dianna Thor, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

The E W Barker Challenge, which 
celebrates the legacy of the late 

Mr E W Barker and his contributions 
to sports and physical education in 
Singapore, is an annual highlight of 
the Physical Education and Sports 
Science (PESS) Academic Group. 
Students from the Sport Science 
and Management (SSM) programme 
successfully organised this event on 
27 February 2015 which was held at 
NIE’s gymnasium. 

This year, we were privileged to have 
Ms Megan Barker, granddaughter of 
the late Mr Barker, as our Guest-of-
Honour. Associate Professor Liu Woon 
Chia, Dean, Office of Teacher Education 

(OTE), Associate Professor Chow Jia Yi, 
Assistant Dean, Degree and Student Life, 
OTE (w.e.f 1 July 2015), and Associate 
Professor Balasekaran Govindasamy, 
Head, PESS and Programme Director, 
SSM and other distinguished guests also 
graced the occasion with their presence. 

The E W Barker Scholarships, given to 
deserving students who show exemplary 
achievements in their academics, sports 
performance and leadership, were also 
presented to the first-year scholars 
from the SSM programme. This year, 
Ms Tay Hui Wen, Ms Lee Yin Michelle 
and Mr Benson Poh Yixiang, who are 
all from the SSM 2014 intake, received 
the prestigious E W Barker Scholarship 
valued at S$8,000 per annum each.

The challenge consisted of a fusion 
of Urbanathlon and Cross Fit-based 

Clockwise (From left): Our E W Barker 
Challenge Group Winners with Ms Megan 
Barker; Participants sweating it out in the 
circuit challenge; Assoc Prof Chow Jia Yi; 
Assoc Prof Liu Woon Chia; Assoc Prof 
Balasekaran Govindasamy; Ms Tay Hui 
Wen; Ms Lee Yin Michelle; Mr Benson Poh 
Yixiang and Ms Megan Barker

activities in which participants had to 
complete a timed circuit of physical 
exercises in the fastest time possible. 
A total of 17 teams with 68 participants 
took part this year. Among them were 
three NTU and NIE staff teams as well 
as two special teams formed by our 
visitors from the Hong Kong Institute 
of Education. 

We are thankful to the dedicated 
workforce of SSM student-volunteers 
who made this event such a success. 

CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT

17

FINANCIAL LITERACY 
FOR EDUCATORS
By Dr Koh Noi Keng, Chair, Citi-NIE Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers

Increasing the financial literacy 
and investment knowledge among 

Singapore’s teachers has been one 
of the primary goals of the Citi-NIE 
Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers 
(FinLit Hub). 

To help them achieve financial well-
being and peace of mind, NIE and 
the Singapore Exchange (SGX) 
had devised a joint financial training 
seminar series for educators. Valued at 
S$1.5 million, the joint programme was 
officially launched on 20 March 2015 
at the SGX Auditorium. The NIE-SGX 
Partnership Ceremony was presided 
by Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director and Ms Lynn Gaspar, Senior 
Vice President and Head of Retail 
Investors at SGX. 

Teachers and school leaders stayed on 
for a talk at the end of the ceremony to 
find out more about the seminar series. 
This comprised eight essential modules 
on the fundamentals of financial 
management. Each module was 
introduced by the respective trainers. 

Ms Lynn Gaspar, Senior Vice President 
and Head of Retail Investors at SGX, 
said, “Knowing how to manage 
personal finances and investments 
is an important life skill to achieve 
financial independence. We are 
pleased to partner NIE in this initiative 
to empower teachers with financial 

skills, and through them, mould 
future generations into confident and 
effective investors.”  

Echoing her sentiments, Prof Tan Oon 
Seng added: “As NIE move towards 
becoming an institution of leading 
education programmes for teachers, 
we are heartened that our continual 
mission is supported by strong 
industry leaders in the global market. 
The programmes shared between 
Singapore Exchange and NIE will 
allow us to harness diverse real-time 
experiences to forge intuitive financial 
literacy skills for the teaching fraternity. 

Above: Ms Lynn Gaspar, Senior Vice President and Head of Retail Investors; and Prof Tan 
Oon Seng, NIE Director

Above: The launch drew large crowds from the teaching fraternity and the public

These professional development 
inroads will pave the way for greater 
awareness in our schools.” 

A certificate of completion will be 
awarded to participants who have 
completed the programme’s course. 
In addition to the dedicated modules, 
participants in the programme will 
be granted free access to selected 
SGX Academy education activities.
The courses are also open to NIE 
academic staff at no charge. 

To register, please visit: www.finlit.nie.
edu.sg/personalfinance
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ISO JOURNEY AND CERTIFICATION
By Mr Lim Lye Kheng, Computer Services Centre

Bottom: Committee members begin with building an understanding 
of the concepts

Above: ACIS staff sitting through a presentation by a BCM 
internal auditor

GATHERING READERS 
By Assistant Professor Myra Garces-Bacsal, Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic Group 

The excuse, “no time to read” is 
most conveniently used among 

educators who are rightfully stressed 
with administrative duties, looming 
deadlines and manuscripts that need to 
be submitted to high-ranking journals. 
It seems counter-intuitive to read for 
leisure and to actually find the time to 
meet and discuss books for pleasure 
seems nearly impossible, but not quite.

“GatheringReaders” at NIE was formed 
at the beginning of the year with about 
12 interested participants coming 
from various Academic Groups. There 
are around five to eight people who 
regularly attend the monthly meetings 
which are usually held at the NIE 
Library Staff Lounge.

Thus far, the group has discussed 
the following:

 What it is like to live a life surrounded   
 by books in “The Storied Life of A. J.   
 Fikry” by Ms Gabrielle Zevin

The wonders of poetry as perceived 
by educators in “Teaching With 
Heart: Poetry That Speaks To The 
Courage To Teach” edited by Mr Sam 
M. Intrator and Ms Megan Scribner

What it means to live between 
cultures and the many shades of 

4.

1.

2.

3.

SG50 ENTREPRENEURS 
TRAIL LAUNCH
By Dr Koh Noi Keng, Chair, Citi-NIE Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers

To celebrate the 50th anniversary of 
Singapore’s independence, the Citi-

NIE Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers 
(FinLit Hub) launched the SG50 
Entrepreneurs Trail on 9 March 2015 
at The Pod, National Library Board with 
its partners. This large-scale project 
is designed to showcase 50 local 
entrepreneurs’ stories to emphasise 
entrepreneurial spirit, values and the 
importance for nation-building.

This coincided with the first quarterly 
panel forum which featured its first eight 
entrepreneurs of the year: Mr Richard 
Eu, CEO, Eu Yan Sang; Mr Low Cheong 
Kee, Founder and Managing Director, 
Home-Fix; Mr Benedict Soh, Chairman, 
Kingsmen’s Executive; Mr Thomas 
Fernandez, Founder, PestBusters Pte 
Ltd; Mr Andy Ong, Director, Corlison; 
Mr Nicholas Goh, Founder and CEO, 
Verztec Consulting; Mr Henry Tan, 
Managing Director, Nexia TS; and Mr 

Samuel Yik, Managing Director, Dian 
Xiao Er. 

The Spirit of Enterprise segment was 
well-represented by Ms Grace Chong 
Tan, Managing Director, Smile inc., Mr 
Dennis Teo, Managing Director, Evorich 
Holdings Pte Ltd, LTC (Ret) Chan Chik 
Weng, Managing Director, Sita Pest 
Control and Fumigation Services and Ms 
Cheryl Hansen, Managing Director, C. T. 
Hansen International in attendance.

Students present also participated in 
the first SG50 Entrepreneurs’ Learning 
Trail designed by FinLit Hub. Aimed 
at promoting entrepreneurial values 
through an interactive collective 
learning experience, each Trail includes  
downloading a mobile application and 
visiting several local hotspots such as 
supporting SG50 Entrepreneurs Trail 
outlets. Participants also snapped a 
selfie, attempted quizzes and submitted 

Above: East Coast Primary team wins in 
the Primary category; and Mr Richard Eu 
(left), CEO, Eu Yan Sang, receiving a token 
of appreciation from Dr Koh Noi Keng

their answers to FinLit Hub. The SG50 
Entrepreneurs Trail will continue with 
weekly online updates and prizes to be 
won at: www.finlit.nie.edu.sg/sg50.

For more information, please email to: 
finlit@nie.edu.sg.

banned literature in “The Absolutely 
True Diary of a Part-Time Indian” by 
Mr Sherman Alexie

The comic journalism of award-
winning graphic journalist Mr Joe 
Sacco in Palestine. 

Upcoming books for discussion are 
“Eyrie” by Mr Tim Winton, “This Changes 
Everything” by Ms Naomi Klein, “Malay 
Sketches” by Mr Alfian Sa’at, and 
“Footnotes in Gaza” by Mr Joe Sacco.

We invite all NIE colleagues who are 
keen to join the reading community 
to email Asst Prof Myra Bacsal at: 
rhoda.bacsal@nie.edu.sg 

There are snacks, lively discussions, the 
exploration of issues, plenty of humour 
and NIE collegial spirit to go around! 
Join us! 

Above: Adding a few friendly faces to the 
club, we attempt a ‘we-fie’ moment here

The Academic Computing and Information Services 
(ACIS) division at NIE has achieved the ISO 22301 

Business Continuity Management System (BCMS) and 
ISO 27001 Information Security Management System 
(ISMS) certifications in September 2014 and October 
2013 respectively.

With the rapid demand of IT solutions and its emerging 
technologies that includes cloud computing, virtualisation, 
social media and mobility, it presents significant impact 
on the ability of an IT provision centre to maintain its 
effectiveness in information and network security. To move 
forward to becoming a virtual campus, NIE takes the step 
to better strategise and equip its infrastructure with reliable 
and a suitably secure information systems to protect its 
computer network and vital corporate information from 
evolving security threats.

During the 2010 Singapore Youth Olympic Games, the NIE 
campus was appointed as the Games Village and access to 
offices and campus facilities were restricted. ACIS recognised 
the importance of being prepared for such campus-wide 
events, in addition to unforeseen crises or disasters that 
could disrupt daily operations. These led to a decision to 
achieve a higher standard of security and risk management.

The Journey
To better familiarise committee members to the ISO 
standards in BCM concepts, awareness training was 
conducted to introduce the BCM terminology, roles and 
responsibilities, phases and processes to the team. The 
foundational understanding thus led members to move on 
to develop the BCM plan for ACIS. 

The goals outlined for a well-defined plan would help ACIS 
handle a major disruption well and resume its business 
operations swiftly at an acceptable cost to the Institute. 
The plan was tested out through a tabletop exercise, and 

followed by an actual simulation exercise. As the project 
progressed, the staff became more familiar and involved in 
the project.

The Certification
The two International Standards adopt the “Plan-Do-Check-
Act” (PDCA) model. This comprises planning, establishing, 
implementing, operating, monitoring, reviewing, maintaining 
and continually improving the effectiveness of an 
organisation’s BCMS and ISMS.

The certification process involved a rigorous audit carried 
out by an external auditor from Certification International 
Singapore on ACIS’ Computer Services Centre (CSC) in the 
provisioning of computing services, against the criteria set 
out by the ISO 22301 and 27001 standards. 

Moving forward, CSC will conduct its risk assessment 
again in the subsequent years to evaluate risk against the 
changing business environment.
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PEDAGOGIES: AN INTERNATIONAL 
JOURNAL TURNS 10

W   e are happy to announce that our NIE journal 
“Pedagogies: An International Journal” is celebrating its 

10th anniversary this year!

The journal was first published in 2006 with Founding Editor 
Professor Allan Luke at its helm. Professor Luke, then Dean 
of NIE’s Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice 
(CRPP), wrote that the aim of “Pedagogies” was to push the 
boundaries of theory and research in classrooms. Although 
studies in classrooms are often taken for granted, they are at 
the heart of significant innovations in education. 

Following Prof Luke’s departure from CRPP, he was succeeded 
by Associate Professor Anneliese Kramer-Dahl and then 
later by Associate Professor Lee Yew Jin in 2010. Associate 
Professor Rita Elaine Silver came on board when Assoc Prof 
Kramer-Dahl retired in 2013. The current Editors note that 
while it is always challenging to grow a new journal, they have 
been especially pleased to see the expanding international 
readership as well as submissions from around the globe. They 
both agree that it is an honour to work on the journal and are 
excited to push “Pedagogies” to greater heights.

To mark this special year, the Editors have chosen some of 
the journal’s top articles for a special issue. “We feel that they 
best reflect the wide range of interesting articles that we have 
enjoyed reading over the years,” Assoc Prof Lee Yew Jin 
shares. “They were studies that made us stop and think about 
our work as teacher educators.”

Taylor & Francis has published the Anniversary Virtual Special 
Issue and made the 15 articles free to access till the end of 
this year. 

To view the issue, please visit: http://explore.tandfonline.com/
page/ed/hped-vsi.

By Office of Education Research

Above: Assoc Prof Rita Elaine Silver and Assoc Prof Lee Yew Jin 
would like to thank everyone who has been involved in Pedagogies: 
An International Journal over the past decade

NIE Library will feature a book display to promote Malay 
language and culture from 1 to 11 September 2015. 
This is in conjunction with The Malay Language Council, 
Singapore for its Malay Language Month 2015 event. 
For more information, please contact Mr Douglas Lau at 
douglas.lau@nie.edu.sg

NIE Director, Professor Tan Oon Seng, will be giving 
his annual Director’s Address to the NIE Community on 
23 September 2015 to share key initiatives for the new 
academic year. 

CAMPUS NEWS
The 8th International Drama in Education Research 
Institute will be held at NIE from 30 June 2015 to 5 July 
2015. The conference theme is “Open Culture in the 
Asian Century: Reimagining Drama Education” echoes 
the work of Singapore theatre doyen Kuo Pao Kun (1939-
2002), who coined the term “Open Culture”. The concept 
of “Open Culture” addresses issues of cultural multiplicity 
and the conflicts of difference in modern society. For more 
information, please contact Assistant Professor Wales 
Prudence at prudence.wales@nie.edu.eg

NIE will welcome the second batch of new teaching 
professionals this year at its Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremony in July 2015. For more information, please visit 
http://www.nie.edu.sg/gallery

• •

•

•

involves a reversal of perspective. For 
example, beginning teachers who start 
out focused on what they themselves 
are doing in the classroom, but then 
switch to see things from the point of 
view of the children in the classroom 
and focus instead on what the children 
are doing. Or, beginning researchers 
who start out focused on their own 
research, but then switch to see things 
from the point of view of the research 
community, especially examiners and 
editors, and whether other researchers 
would consider the research valuable or 
worth publishing.”
 
It was also helpful that Prof Wisker 
could draw on her own research and 
offer advice which was informed by 
evidence. I would also like to think 
that, together with what the speaker 
said, the organising of these seminars 
on a regular basis is just as important. 
It calls attention to valued practices 
and reminds us of the importance of 
good supervision. To borrow the title 
of a famous book by the Canadian 
philosopher Mr Marshall McLuhan, we 
can say that the medium is the message 
(or, the massage, for that matter).
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QUALITY  
SUPERVISION DAY

The Office of Graduate Studies 
and Professional Learning (GPL) 

organised the first Quality Supervision 
Day on 13 February 2015. 

Professor Gina Wisker of the University 
of Brighton, UK, was invited to give a 
day of seminars on aspects of quality 
supervision and to share with us her 
experience. She spoke about what 
students go through and what she 
calls “conceptual threshold crossings” 
which is when a person’s ideas come 

By Associate Professor Jude Chua, Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

together to arrive at a deep grasp of 
the topic.

  The participants, both staff members 
and graduate students, found Prof 
Wisker’s presentations informative, 
relevant and useful. 

As Dr Alfredo Bautista from the Office 
of Education Research noted, “Being a 
junior supervisor, it was helpful having 
someone with extended experience like 
Dr Wisker offer tips and suggestions.” 

Mr Wong Yew Leong, a PhD graduate 
student at the Curriculum, Teaching 
and Learning Academic Group, pointed 
out how the session served as a 
good reminder of best practices in 
supervision. He adds: “It invites us to 
critically examine our own supervision 
practices and take appropriate steps to 
improve where necessary.”

Dr Paul Shutler, from the Mathematics 
and Mathematics Education Academic 
Group, had this to say: “My key take away 
was the idea of “conceptual threshold 
crossing”. Talking to Dr Wisker during 
the break we realised that this often 
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NIE CELEBRATES OUR 
LONG SERVICE STAFF
A s Singapore celebrates the hard work and achievements of the pioneer generation this year, the NIE community, too,    

 salutes the dedication and efforts of fourteen of our long serving staff. We thank you for being exemplary in your service 
towards the Institute.

Title Name Academic Group/Department Years of Service

Associate Professor Christine Lee Kim Eng Curriculum Teaching and Learning Academic Group

Over 30 years
of service

Associate Professor Phyllis Chew Ghim Lian English Language and Literature Academic Group

Associate Professor Angela Wong Foong Lin Learning Sciences and Technologies Academic Group

Dr Chia Wei Khuan Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group

Dr Goh Chor Boon Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group

Associate Professor Ruth Wong Yeang Lam English Language and Literature Academic Group

Over 25 years
of service

Dr Nicholas Giles Aplin Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Associate Professor Vilma Ann D’Rozario Psychological Studies Academic Group

Associate Professor Teo-Koh Sock Miang Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Associate Professor Koh Thiam Seng Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group

Associate Professor Hadijah Bte Rahmat Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

Dr Tan Cher Chay, John Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Professor Berinderjeet Kaur Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group

Associate Professor Teo Beng Chong Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group

23

STRONG NIE PRESENCE  
AT AERA 2015

NIE was proudly represented at the 
American Educational Research 

Association (AERA) 2015 held at 
Chicago from 16 to 20 April 2015. 
Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director 
was invited to present at a World 
Educational Research Association 
(WERA) symposium entitled “The 
Role of University Leaders in 
Advancing Scientific Research in 
Education Worldwide”. Additionally, 
he co-presented with Assoc Prof Low 
Ee Ling, Head, Strategic Planning 
and Academic Quality, in another 
panel entitled “Education for the 21st 

By Office of Strategy Planning and Academic Quality

Century: A Six-Country Examination 
of National Curricular Frameworks 
and Priorities”. This panel is a result 
of a collaborative effort between 
NIE and five other countries in an 
international project entitled “Global 
Education Innovation Initiative 
(GEII)” helmed by the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education. The 
GEII team also met for three days 
to discuss phase II of the project. 

Additionally, a total of 22 NIE faculty 
members attended and/or presented 
at the conference.

Above (From left): Prof Irma Eloff, University of California; Prof Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director; Prof Blye Frank, University of British 
Columbia; Prof Karen Gallagher, University of Southern California; and Prof Theo Wubbels, Utrecht University

Below, left (From left): Dr Catherine Yan 
Wang, National Institute of Education Sciences 
of China; Dr Cristián Bellei, Universidad 
de Chile; Prof Sergio Cardenas, Centro de 
Investigación y Docencia Económicas; Mr 
Aditya Natraj, Kaivalya Education Foundation, 
India; Dr Connie K. Chung, Harvard University;  
Dr Low Ee Ling (standing), National Institute 
of Education, Singapore

Below, right: Meeting of University Academics
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NEW TERTIARY EDUCATION 
RESEARCH FUND LAUNCH

The NIE faculty will now have more 
opportunities to conduct research 

on learning and teaching at the tertiary 
level. MOE has announced the launch of 
a new education fund called the Tertiary 
Education Research Fund (TRF). 

Through this fund, MOE wishes to 
improve teaching and learning (T&L) 
practices across all Institutes of Higher 
Learning (IHLs) in Singapore based on 
reliable research.
 
TRF projects may take on one of 
following forms:

Ideation or Proof of Concept Projects
These projects should develop existing 
ideas into implementable models. 

Translation Projects
These should implement proven and 
tested ideas in new contexts. 

Scaling Projects
These should implement tested ideas 
in an increasing number of sites. 

1.

2.

3.

By Office of Education Research

Evaluation Studies
These should verify the worth or 
effectiveness of new and existing 
projects, programmes, procedures 
and/or interventions, as well as 
overall outcome or change.

4.

Principal Investigator (PI) and Co-
investigators (co-PIs) must be full-time 
staff based locally in our publicly-funded 
universities, polytechnics and ITEs. 
Collaborators can be based overseas 

but the research funded under TRF has 
to be conducted in Singapore.

NIE faculty and researchers are 
welcome to apply for the fund. 
Similar to other external funds, grant 
proposals should be submitted to 
the Office of Graduate Studies and 
Professional Learning.  

For more information about the TRF, 
please email trfgrant@nie.edu.sg.

During the conference, Prof Tan, 
accompanied by Assoc Prof Low 
also attended a dinner meeting with 
University President and Deans of 
Education Colleges worldwide hosted 
by the Executive director of AERA, 
Dr Felice Levine. The outcome of the 
meeting was highly promising and 
further collaborative efforts are in  
the works.
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ASIAN VOICES IN 
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE
The Asian Festival of Children’s 

Content (AFCC) is an annual event 
organised by the National Book 
Development Council of Singapore. 
It was originally known as the Asian 
Children’s Writers and Illustrators 
Conference in 2000 and has been 
expanded to include strands such as 
the Parents Forum, Teachers Congress, 
Media Summit, and the Writers and 
Illustrators Conference in 2010 when it 
became known as the AFCC. 

In 2012, the AFCC included a country of 
focus in the programme to provide even 
more opportunities for children’s creators 
coming from Asia, beginning with the 
Philippines. This was followed by Malaysia 
in 2013, India in 2014 and China this year. 
This provided a very unique opportunity 
to incisively examine how children’s 
literature has evolved over the years in 
these countries. This also resulted in an 
annual edited book of essays documenting 
the key insights shared by international 
and local speakers from the previous  
year’s festival.

The edited books highlight a multi-
disciplinary lens, providing first-hand 
knowledge of personal reflections 

ranging across picture book makers, 
artists, graphic novelists, poets, and 
middle-grade and young adult fiction 
writers coming from Asia. The series also 
includes perspectives from publishers, 
literary agents, members of the book 
industry, in addition to academic 
reflections on Asian children’s literature. 
“Asia: Land Of Perennial Stories”, to 
be launched this year at the AFCC, 
highlights the history and development 
of children’s stories from India as 
perceived by publishers, academics 
and practitioners in the industry.

Most academic texts on children’s 
literature focus on the history, growth 

By Assistant Professor Myra Garces-Bacsal, Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic Group

and development of Western-
Eurocentric tales and narratives. 
Given the growing advocacy to 
increase the diversity in children’s 
literature, this collection of edited 
books aims to show how diversity 
goes beyond just an exploration of 
ethnicity and nationality, especially with 
an increasing number of biracial and 
third culture individuals. It also includes 
missing “mirrors and windows” that 
challenge the way children’s literature is 
perceived and received in Asia, further 
demonstrating how the evolution of 
Asian children’s literature is worthy of 
further examination and reflection.

About the book 
Beyond Folktales, Legends, and Myths: A Rediscovery of 

Children’s Literature in Asia is a collection of different voices, 
narratives, and texts on children’s literature in Asia that offers a 

multi-disciplinary view and at the same time subjective and 
personal recollections and narrations about various experiences 
and processes in the creation, production and interpretation of 

children’s literature. The dialogue created and the conversations 
between the contributions from authors, visual artists, and social 
scientists result in a cross-pollination of ideas and a melding of 

passions providing a possible arena for a multi- and inter-textual 
reading of contemporary children’s literature in Asia.

Contributing authors, visual artists, 
and social scientists: 

Leonard Marcus | Suzy Lee | Ken Spillman 
Jessie Wee | Virgilio Almario | Myra Garces-Bacsal 

Jesus Federico Hernandez | Isabel Roxas | Candy Gourlay   

Edited by Myra Garces-Bacsal 
and Jesus Federico Hernandez 
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A TEACHER FOR LIFE

By the time I was in Secondary 
Three, I had already decided that 

there was only one job for me – to 
be a teacher. And so I did and I have 
never looked back! Fifty-two years 
on, I am still in the classroom. The 
source of inspiration unsurprisingly, 
was some of my teachers, not least of 
all – my Literature teacher, who was an 
eloquent, confident, knowledgeable, 
strict, yet delightfully funny lady. We 
clung on to her every word. The 
works of Shakespeare, for example, 
were a challenge, but taught by Mrs 
Wyatt, the lessons become a treat we 
looked forward to. The spin-offs were 
invaluable lessons in LIFE! We were 
not learning just to pass examinations!
 
Many a teacher does not even begin 
to realise the degree of influence she 
can exert on her charges – influences 
which can be massive and long-lasting. 
Our pupils watch, listen, learn from, 
and sometimes choose to follow in our 
footsteps! It is imperative therefore, that 
we are always mindful of our every word 
and action.

While it is true that the dawn of the 
technological age has brought with it 
changes to teaching pedagogies and 
methods, the purpose of education 
and the reason one chooses to teach 

NEVER changes! Content and methods 
can and probably will become redundant 
over time, but life’s important values that 
a teacher imparts ARE FOR LIFE!
 
I have to embrace each change as 
it comes, to the best of my ability. 
However, it should never overwhelm 
me to the extent that I choose to throw 
in the towel, that is, if I believe in and 
am passionate about what I do.

Job gratification in the Teaching 
Profession is mostly intangible and 
more often than not, takes a long time 
to come. A teacher cannot afford to be 
short-sighted. What she does should 
never be only about the here and now 
– but about the years, even decades 
ahead. I always get a lump in my throat 
when years after a pupil has left me, 
he says, “I remember you telling me…”

While remuneration is important, it 
will be a grave error if it tops the list 
of reasons one chooses to teach. 
Teachers touch lives, they really do. 
This is a privilege no teacher should 
take lightly. I would be lying if I said 
that on a few extremely trying days, 
I had not looked to the exit door. But 
then, I would be lying to myself that 
I would be happier sipping coffee at 
high tea sessions, hitting the malls 

By Madam Magdalein Goh, Concord Primary School 

and the like, knowing that I could 
be putting my time to better use in a  
classroom somewhere.

The day will come when my days in the 
classroom will end, but for now, that 
exit door will have to wait!
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CROSS-WORLDS: SHORT STORIES 
ON GLOBAL THEMES

Our twenty-first century is marked 
by a prevalent consciousness of 

ourselves as part of a global community. 
Transnational mobility of capital, people, 
products, and technology has served to 
intensify a sense of interconnectedness 
among people from diverse and 
disparate locations around the world. 
The challenge then is how we can seek 
to understand the complexities and 
nuances of our globalised world. It is here 
that literature provides powerful insights 
into the lives of individuals as they 
grapple with globalisation and its effects 
arising from cross-border movements 
of tourists, refugees, asylum seekers, 
cross-cultural clashes and mixings, 
and political cross-fires among nations.  
 

By Assistant Professor Suzanne Choo, English Language and Literature Academic Group

This anthology features ten short stories 
written by internationally acclaimed 
writers around the world, including Ms 
Chimamanda Adichie, Ms Margaret 
Atwood, Mr Peter Carey, Ms Nadine 
Gordimer, Mr Ha Jin, Mr Ken Liu, 
Ms Bharati Mukherjee and Ms Wena 
Poon among others. The stories are 
set in diverse settings, ranging from 
Singapore to Canada, China, India, 
Nigeria, South Africa and the United 
States. They deal with global issues 
such as terrorism, climate change, the 
plight of asylum seekers and refugees, 
immigrant experiences, modern-day 
slavery and the effects of capitalism. It 

More information about the book can be 
found here at www.marshallcavendish.
com/marshallcavendish/genref/CrossWorlds 
_B882_Singapore.aspx

is hoped that these stories will prompt 
deeper, more empathetic, and layered 
connections with multiple others in  
our world.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Event Date Venue Contact

NIE Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremony July 2015

6 - 7 July 2015 Nanyang Auditorium, 
NTU

Ms Leow Shee Yin
Email sheeyin.leow@nie.edu.sg

National Education Book Display 4 - 18 August 2015 NIE Library Mr Douglas Lau
Email douglas.lau@nie.edu.sg

The 4th International Conference 
on the Teaching and Learning of 
Chinese as a Second Language

9 - 10 September 2015 Ngee Ann  
Polytechnic

Email tlcsl2015@sccl.sg

NIE Graduate Student Day 2015 19 September 2015 NIE Singapore Ms Yasniati
Email yasniati@nie.edu.sg
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PROMOTING TAMIL

In an interview conducted by “Tamil Vision International” 
(TVI), a Canadian language television channel, I addressed 

a number of issues regarding the Tamil language in Singapore 
such as: 

This interview also explained that the support given by 
the government is one of the most important reason 
for the growth of Tamil language in Singapore. It also 
talked about how differentiated teaching and infusion 
of information and communication technology in 
teaching Tamil has been successful in our country. 
 
This interview also clearly stated the purpose of having a 
second language, as it does not only promote the language 

The usage of the language; 

The practice of the Tamil language in Indian families; 

The future of the Tamil language and the methods to 
preserve it;

The teaching of the Tamil language, as a second language, 
in Diaspora country; 

Changes made to teaching of the Tamil language; 

The role of the media in speaking Tamil; and

The purpose of having Tamil as a second language to 
promote cultural understanding.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

By Associate Professor Sivakumaran s/o Ramalingam, Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

Above: Assoc Prof Sivakumaran s/o Ramalingam gave a 
comprehensive interview on the Tamil Language

but allows the understanding of the cultures and traditions 
behind it. For the full details about this interview and others 
with Assoc Prof Sivakumaran, do look out for the June 2015 
online edition of NIE News.
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DISTINGUISHED 
TEACHERS 
COLLEGE ALUMNA
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

Our warmest congratulations to Associate Professor 
Christine Lee, Head of Curriculum, Teaching and Learning 

Academic Group, on being the first Singaporean and first  
Asian woman international alumni to receive the prestigious 
Teachers College 2015 Distinguished Alumni Award on 
11 April 2015! This award has spanned 40 years since its  
inception in 1975.

Assoc Prof Lee was conferred the award in recognition of 
her key role in pioneering Lesson Study in Singapore. As 
President of the World Association of Lesson Studies, Assoc 
Prof Lee is internationally well-known for her invaluable 
contributions and tireless efforts in forging best practices in 
teacher development through lesson study. It also recognises 
her unyielding dedication and stellar service to the Institute 
for over three decades. 

When reflecting on her humble beginnings as a geography 
teacher, she never thought that it would be the start of a most 
rewarding career. “I assumed that I would simply remain as a 
classroom teacher. I enjoyed teaching a great deal, especially 
sharing my passion for geography with my students,” she said. 
Her zest for educating young minds eventually landed her 
a Fulbright scholarship offered by the Ministry of Education 
to pursue her Masters degree at Teachers College (TC), 
Columbia University. After five years at NIE, she returned to 
the college to pursue her doctoral studies.

Assoc Prof Lee’s achievements at NIE has been nothing short 
of astounding. Over the years, she oversaw the development 
and launch of several higher degree programmes, the 
relocation of the School of Arts from the Bukit Timah 
Campus to the NTU Yunnan Garden campus and founded 
two academic groups – the Humanities and Social Studies 

Education Academic Group and the Curriculum, Teaching 
and Learning Academic Group.

She was also involved in many international projects, a 
particularly eminent one being the forging of the Joint 
Masters’ Degree programme between NIE and TC. 

In her acceptance speech on receiving the Distinguished 
Alumni Award, Assoc Prof Lee dedicated it to the late Mr 
Lee Kuan Yew and added that her study opportunities 
at Teachers College were made possible with the aid of 
government scholarships.

Her accomplishments would not have been possible if not for 
her strong pillars of support. “I have been blessed with many 
sources of support – my family, my colleagues and my faith. 
I’m always driven by the fact that what I achieve is not for 
myself, but for others and for the larger good,” she shared.

Indeed, Assoc Prof Lee’s passion for education is a 
testament to all of us in the NIE Community. We salute 
you for your devotion and continue to be inspired to keep 
chasing our goals and dreams!
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Above: Our congratulations to you, Assoc Prof Christine Lee, for 
having your name etched in history!

Above: Assoc Prof Christine Lee (second from left) together with  
Prof Susan Fuhrman (third from right), President of Teachers 
College, Columbia University, and fellow honourees


