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In a very big way, the seeds of discovery 
are sown within a productive learning 
experience for students. A journey we 
encourage at NIE to be embodied in 
pedagogies and research that eventually 
guide and steer the discovering of solutions 
in the classroom. Depicted on this edition’s 
cover are the boundless opportunities 
found in the ‘Universe of Learning’ as NIE 
continues with the aim of “Driving Discovery”. 
  
Certainly, this has been quite an 
exhilarating quarter for the NIE Community 
as you will find a collection of interesting 
reads that follow. 
  
From cheering on the SEA Games 
Contingent of academics, students and 
alumni who competed to fly our national 
flag high on pages 20 and 21 to the grand 
celebrations in honour of Singapore’s 
Golden Jubilee on the campus from page 6 
to 9. Not forgetting, the tenth anniversary of 
NIE International on pages 4 and 5. 

Congratulations are in order for our 
colleagues who have been conferred the 
National Day Honours in the next facing 
page. And to all our newly-inducted NIE 
Alumni for their great achievements 
acknowledged at the Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremonies held in July - read more on 
pages 16 and 17 and in the Alumni section 
from page 28. 
  
We also have a good mix of stories in our 
Research section starting on Page 22. Do 
look out for our online edition which will 
include more noteworthy events that have 
taken place at NIE. 
 
We hope you find this an enjoyable 
publication about NIE. 
 
Guest Editor 
Associate Professor Manu Kapur 
Head, Curriculum, Teaching and Learning 
Academic Group and Head of Research, 
Learning Sciences Lab
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NIE RECEIVES 
NATIONAL DAY HONOURS
The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore congratulates eight colleagues who have been bestowed with National Day 
Honours this year by the President of the Republic of Singapore. These recipients are awarded in recognition of their contributions 
to education in Singapore and their dedicated service to the Institute, the University and the nation.  

03

BG (NS) Lim Teck Yin Member, NIE Council The Public
Administration Medal (Gold) 

Associate Dean, Programme 
Planning and Management,
Office of Teacher Education

Teaching Fellow,
Office of Education Research

Associate Professor,
Mathematics and Mathematics 
Education Academic Group

Technical Executive,
Development and 
Estate Department 

Information Assistant,
Library and Information 
Services Centre 

Senior Executive,
Public, International 
and Alumni 
Relations Department 

Head, Administration,
Office of Graduate Studies and
Professional Learning

NIE Council Member

NIE Academic and Staff

Associate Professor
Lim Kam Ming

Mrs Chang-Tan Wey Ling 

Mdm Irene Teo Peng Lee

Miss Chung Siew Cheng

Mr Tan Chee Peng

Associate Professor
Teo Beng Chong

Dr Steven Tan Boon Seng
(seconded from MOE)

The Public
Administration Medal (Bronze)

The Commendation Medal 

The Efficiency Medal

The Long Service Medal

The Long Service Medal

The Long Service Medal

The Long Service Medal



A GOOD 10 YEARS 
By Associate Professor Goh Chor Boon, NIE International 

It was a night to remember on 10 April 
2015 for NIE and the NIE International 
(NIEI) community. It marked our 10th 
year of internationalisation journey – 
a journey to reach out to countries
way beyond the shores of Singapore 
and to impact on education change 
through exporting Singapore’s brand of 
teacher education. 
 
It was a daring dream of our former NIE Director, Professor Lee 
Sing Kong (pictured, left). Admittedly, back in 2005, we did not 
have any inkling as to how to go about exporting our expertise 
in teacher education and school leadership development. The 
philosophy of ‘dare to dream and dare to be different’ and the 
desire to be innovative and entrepreneurial was what fueled us 
to work hard in NIEI. Ten years later, particularly with our 
Leaders in Education Programme International and the Master 
in Education Administration, we have touched the hearts and 
minds of educators across the oceans – from the Pacific islands 
of Samoa, Fiji and the Cook Islands to the Carribean.  
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Ms Ho Peng shares her 
insight on the national 
education landscape 
to particpants



Today, the NIE brand resonates well in ASEAN, China and the 
Middle East. 
 
The event, held at Carlton Hotel, was organised to say “Thank 
You” to NIEI’s Board of Directors, NIE colleagues, former 
Ministry of Education colleagues, associate consultants and 
local partners who have contributed towards the spirit of sharing 
knowledge for a better world. In his address, Prof Lee who is 
also the Managing Director of NIEI recalled the challenges of 
the early years, especially how to think and operate more as 
businessmen rather than academics. He also highlighted the 

NIE DIRECTOR GIVES INVITED KEYNOTE 
ADDRESS AT TSINGHUA UNIVERSITY
By Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality

Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director, was invited by Tsinghua 
University to deliver a keynote address at the 2nd Symposium 
of Learning Sciences and Online Education held on 9 to 10 
July 2015. 
 
Hosted by the Institute of Education of Tsinghua University 
(Beijing), the 2015 symposium aimed to promote in-depth 
discussion on education reforms and developments in the 
new era. 

Professor Tan Oon Seng with Professor Xie Weihe, Vice-President of Tsinghua 
University and Dean of Institute of Education

 
Besides Prof Tan, other keynoters such as Provost Yang Bin, 
Tsinghua University; Professor Xie Weihe, Vice-President, 
Tsinghua University; Professor Shelley Shwu-ching Young, 
Director, Institute of Learning Sciences, National Tsinghua 
University, Taiwan; Professor Wei Zhao, Rector, University of 
Macau; Professor Cheng Kai-ming, Emeritus and Chair 
Professor, University of Hong Kong; Professor Xiangen Hu, 
University of Memphis; Associate Professor Chen Xiaoyu, Dean 
of Graduate School of Education at Peking University; and Dr 
Zhang Minxuan, former President of Shanghai Normal 
University; discussed and debated on topics like the 
state-of-the-art in online education, data mining in education, 
behavioural analysis and the learning sciences. 
 
Prof Tan’s keynote was on “Technology, Future Learning and 
Flourishing Thinking”. His address, was summarised by the 
mnemonic “B.E.I.J.I.N.G” that touched on: 

importance of understanding cultural and social norms of 
international partners. 
 
Ms Ho Peng, who is the Chairman of the NIEI Board of Directors, 
also addressed the 140 guests and friends in attendance. She 
commented that through this internationalisation journey, many 
educators have had the opportunities to learn of our innovative 
education initiatives and policies. In the process, our schools too 
could learn from them. Ms Ho Peng also presented crystal 
plaques of appreciation to our NIEI local partners for their 
continuous support. 
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1. Big picture mindset and data
2. Engagement in new ways
3. Inter-disciplinary thinking
4. Juxtaposing schemes  
    of working

5. Inter-networking 
    Collaborations
6. Novelty capacity and 
7. Gaming environments.

Our heartiest “Thank you” to the NIEI community for a decade of hard work and support
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A GOLDEN START  
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

A cloudy and windy morning was not 
enough to quell the excitement of the 
National Institute of Education (NIE) 
Community on 6 August 2015.  

This marked the Golden Jubilee birthday of Singapore’s 
independence and the activities slated for this year’s annual 
National Day Observance Ceremony promised to be even
more exhilarating. 

With much gusto, the ceremonial raising of the Singapore flag 
was marked by the marching-in of the NIE contingent. 
Representatives from all Group Endeavours in Service 
Learning (GESL) teams entered the grounds holding their 
respective brightly-coloured GESL flags high in uniformity. 
Following the national anthem and pledge, Professor Tan Oon 
Seng, NIE Director, launched the day’s celebratory activities 
with a reading of the National Day message by Mr Heng Swee 
Keat, Minister for Education. 

It was a beautiful sight to behold as a sea of red and white was 
seen throughout the campus; many student teachers and staff 
were dressed in the national colours for the occasion turning up 
in red-white clothing and eye-catching ethnic costumes. At the 
centre of the iconic NIE triangle, crowds gathered where a 
special stage was erected for the main events.    
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The festive mood was abound with many opportunities 
to sing-along to popular National Day themed songs like 
“Home” and “Count on Me Singapore” while participants 
savoured the wide variety of local snack favourites at pop-up 
stalls around the campus. The NIE community happily tucked 
into kacang puteh, sng baos, biscuits, chocolate wafers, ice 
cream, candies and many more goodies on offer as they 
eagerly waited for the next big attraction of the celebrations, 
the iconic “Parade on Wheels” show – turn to page 9 for 
more details. 

Many NIE members also revelled at this time given to reminisce 
on the good old days as they shared enthusiastically about their 

personal experiences of National Days past. It was an 
opportunity to reflect on the 50 years of nationhood that we 
enjoy today and honour the pioneers who made Singapore, our 
home, possible. 

Judging from the many jubilant faces on-campus and the 
memorable carnival-like atmosphere, this was a resounding 
success. Special thanks to the staff and student teachers 
from Office of Teacher Education who had poured their heart 
and effort into the preparations for such an iconic day. 
Indeed, a befitting end to the workweek leading up to a 
much-anticipated long weekend of nation-wide celebrations. 
Happy birthday Singapore!   
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A PIONEER EDUCATOR 
By Ms Amanda Tan, Ms Michelle Chan, Ms Nurul Asyikin Bte Muzlan, Ms Alicia Wee Su Ping 
     and Ms Suhaila Binte Mazlan, Bachelor of Arts (Education)

In 1962, Mr Iskandar Jalil graduated from Teachers’ Training College (TTC)
located at Paterson Road where he initially trained to be a Mathematics and 
Science teacher. 
Asked to describe how TTC was like in 
the 1960s, Mr Iskandar wittily called it “a 
Teachers’ Torture Chamber”. Then, it was 
compulsory to be well-versed in every 
subject taught in schools – from English, 
Mathematics and Science to Art and 
Physical Education. Though daunting, he 
thought this is a critical approach for 
teachers then to be competent in every 
field. Trainee teachers then kept to 
a strict hectic schedule between training 
classes and studying and teaching in 
schools. But he added that trainees 
always shared a deep and common 
passion – to teach. He also likened the 
bond shared with his peers and teachers 
as one much like a close-knit family and 
efforts were specially made to set time 
aside for enjoyable activities together 
like playing volleyball or camping at 
Telok Paku. 

It was also at TTC that Mr Iskandar 
discovered his initial love for clay during 
a pottery class – a passion that 
eventually led to his now master ceramist 
reputation as one of today’s giants in the 
local art scene. He later attained the 
Colombo Plan Scholarship by the Public 
Service Commission in 1972 that brought 
him to Tajimi, Japan – Japan’s pottery 
culture mecca. 

He also fondly recalls that the most 
significant part of being a teacher is the 
strong bond he shares with his students. 
Adding that to walk a day in his students’ 

shoes is a privilege in knowing how to bring 
the best learning experiences for each 
child. As a trainee and teacher, he also 
highly values the act of sharing knowledge 
with others and putting his students before 
his own needs; sometimes sponsoring 
students in arts to further their studies in 
other parts of the world. 

To date, Mr Iskandar has supported 
almost 50 students in their pursuits of 
higher education abroad. 

Mr Iskandar continues to emphasise that 
creativity is paramount and his indomitable 
spirit says it all. He shared that his 
teaching philosophy reiterates this: 
Creativity is vital to help one find ways to 
address one’s Archilles’ heel and buy into 
what works for himself or herself. He 
added that in today’s fast- paced digital 
world, it is even more important that 
creativity should not be side-lined. 
 
Nothing short of a luminary in Singapore 
Arts, the affable Mr Iskandar Jalil remains 
true to his teacher training roots as a 
warm mentor who is full of great insight for 
beginning teachers and inspiring words of 
wisdom on how to teach and impart. 
“Creativity is being yourself, being who 
you are”, he concluded. We thank this 
pioneer educator for his conviction which 
continually shines. Through so many of 
his memorable and beautiful artworks to 
the countless number of students he 
continues to inspire. 

2

1

1-2
Our students benefited greatly from the words of 
wisdom offered by Mr Iskandar Jalil
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A PARADE ON WHEELS
By Office of Teacher Education

Continuing the annual tradition of 
showcasing our student teachers’ creativity 
during the National Day Observance 
Ceremony at NIE, this year saw the debut 
of “Parade on Wheels”. 
  
Breaking away from tradition, the usual 
“Runway NIE” fashion show rules were 
changed; no more wearable costume 
designs. Instead, the budding educators 
from 52 Group Endeavours in Service 
Learning (GESL) teams were challenged 
to create decorative portable mobiles 
such as, bicycles, trolleys, strollers and 
tricycles according to this year’s National 
Day theme ‘Majulah Singapura’. The 
result was impressive. 

A myriad of colourful and unique designs 
greeted the audience as student teachers 
proudly showcased their works of art 

along the runway. Iconic campaign 
mascots (Singa the Courtesy Lion, Sharity 
Lion, Teamy the Bee) of yesteryears, a 
reconstruction of Sang Nila Utama’s vessel 
and a giant heart-shaped Singapore flag 
were just some of the eye-catching 
wheelers on show. Some groups even 
incorporated the use of small ‘party- 
poppers’ to enhance their presentations, 
which drew more cheers from an 
exuberant crowd. 

Our judges, Associate Professor Shanti 
Divaharan, Associate Dean, Pedagogical 
Development and Innovations, Office of 
Teacher Education, Associate Professor 
Tay Eng Guan, Head, Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education Academic Group,  
and Associate Professor Rebecca Ang, 
Head, Psychological Studies Academic 
Group, certainly had a difficult time 

deliberating on the winning entries as 
the groups had put in great effort on 
their wheelers. 

Kudos to all who had contributed in 
making the show a success; we eagerly 
look forward to the next edition of 
“Parade on Wheels” at next year’s 
National Day celebrations! 
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BUILDING INTERNSHIPS 
THAT MATTER
By Office of Teacher Education

built by 2020. Roysmond was given the opportunity to 
put his finger on the pulse and conduct focus group 
discussions with different public bodies. He feels that 
working with MOE has given him greater insight on 
how policies are planned and executed with various 
considerations taken into account. 

BUILD also encourages students to self-source their 
internship projects. This paid off for Mr Lishanth 
Thangavelu and Ms Charissa Ong. They were placed 
as camp instructors and were required to conduct 
outdoor activities for primary and secondary students. 
Additionally, Charissa’s stint with Camp Challenge also 
gave her the chance to travel overseas to Gopeng, 
Malaysia. During her time there, she was involved in a 
programme targeted at a group of at-risk secondary 
school students. The programme also included an 
overseas community involvement component where the 
students assisted with the construction and repair of the 
houses owned by the indigenous Orang Asli community. 
  
Dr Paul Grahame Doyle, from the English Language 
Institute of Singapore, had this to say about the three 
interns: “We have all recognised that our NIE 
‘BUILDers’ are delightful and conscientious students of 
subject literacy, and our broader work in schools. They 
have contributed valuable insights to discussions and 
participated fully in the Institute’s activities.” 
  
BUILD runs during the vacation period after semester 
two of each academic year. We look forward to next 
year’s edition! 

 

Traditionally, student teachers are not exposed to 
organisational culture outside the school environment. 
Building University Interns for Leadership Development 
(BUILD) is a five-week industrial attachment programme 
that bridges this gap. 
 
Differing from most internships, the BUILD programme 
encompasses a project element that will value-add to 
the functions of the host organisation. Projects could 
involve any innovative and practical solutions that 
address management issues and leverage on 
corporate opportunities. These projects could take on 
but are not limited to an education slant. 

One of our TSP students, Ms Nurazilah Mohamed 
Shukor, was attached to the National Heritage Board. 
For her, BUILD helped her experience things beyond 
the school syllabus and outside the classroom. Her 
project involved conceptualising activities for a 
heritage walk targeted at primary school students and 
their families to explore buildings and structures that 
mark major milestones in Singapore’s history. Using 
her theoretical knowledge, she is able to come up with 
teachable moments while infusing the trails’ activities 
with values explored in the Character and Citizenship 
Education syllabus. 
 
Mr Roysmond Sim was posted to the Higher Education 
Division Policy Section 3 at the Ministry of Education 
(MOE) Headquarters. He was involved in outreach 
efforts to gather opinions from various stakeholders 
regarding the New Science Centre forecasted to be 

1
Ms Charissa Ong 
(right) enjoyed her 
overseas experience in 
Gopeng, Malaysia

2
Mr Lishanth 
Thangavelu (in front) 
with a fellow camp 
instructor at 
Camp Challenge

3
Ms Nurazilah 
Mohamed Shukor had 
a memorable 
experience at 
the National 
Heritage Board

4
Mr Roysmond Sim 
hard at work at the 
MOE headquarters

On 11 May 2015, the Office of Teacher Education officially launched 
BUILD, as a three academic unit elective for students within the 
Teaching Scholars Programme (TSP).  

1 2

3

4
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“AMAZING RACE” IN NIE LIBRARY
By Library and Information Services Centre

Combining elements from “The Hunger Games” 
book and film series as well as “Running Man”, a 
popular Korean variety TV series, the final station 
culminated in a showdown between teams searching 
for ‘operators’ hidden in random locations and books 
throughout the “arena”. At the same time, they had 
to avoid Catchers who sought to “eliminate” them 
from the race. In order to win, teams had to find 
enough ‘operators’ and with the numbers earlier 
redeemed, create an equation to form the number 
“1”. Besides testing the students’ observational and 
quick thinking skills, the game drew attention to 
various Library facilities and collections and 
encouraged searching for call numbers in OPAC 
terminals to locate specific items (where ‘operators’ 
were hidden). 

A place normally steeped in meditative silence, the 
Library was, for once, allowed to be transformed into 
an almost unrecognisable hive of activity! 

All in all, the trial version of the “Amazing Race” was 
a huge success. Kudos to the Freshmen Orientation 
Camp 2015 Committee for a great collaboration! 

The NIE Library collaborated with student leaders 
from the Orientation Planning Main Committee of 
the Freshmen Orientation Camp 2015 to organise 
an “Amazing Race” event on 23 June 2015. This 
collaboration was also part of the Library’s outreach 
efforts to build stronger relationships with students 
and increase awareness of the Library’s facilities, 
collections and services. In preparation of the actual 
event, library staff and student leaders held a trial run 
to test out the mechanics of the race.

The Library was the location for the last three 
stations of the “Amazing Race” which was based on 
the reality TV series. The first two stations led 
participants to different rooms where they had to 
complete challenges, within a time limit, such as 
spelling out answers to a Library Quiz using labelled 
ice-cream sticks. These activities aimed to build 
rapport, train concentration skills and help students 
gain useful information about the Library. The 
students’ great teamwork and knowledge impressed 
the library staff acting as station masters. 
Nonetheless, the quiz also supplied students with 
new insights. For example, some participants were 
surprised when they found out that they could return 
overnight loans for Red Spot materials by 11.00 am 
the following day!

1
A team of participants 
playing the game in 
the Private Viewing 
Room: catching a ping 
pong ball using an 
empty bowl placed on 
the head and blowing 
the ball from one 
empty bowl to another 
with a Library Staff
performing as 
the time-keeper 

2
A player attempting to 
blow a ping pong ball 
from one empty bowl 
to another in the 
Private Viewing Room, 
one of the stations for 
the “Amazing Race”

3
A team of participants 
playing the game in 
Learning Pod 2: 
answering ten 
questions about 
featured library 
facilities and 
collections within a 
time limit by spelling 
out answers 
using labelled 
ice-cream sticks 

4
A participant tries 
to avoid elimination 
from a Catcher 
wearing black

1 2

43
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PROMINENT 
VISITORS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

28 APRIL 2015 
Mrs Marion Lai (left), the Hong Kong Permanent Secretary of 
Education, led a delegation from the Hong Kong Education 
Bureau and the Committee on Professional Development of 
Teachers and Principals to NIE to learn more about teacher 
preparation, leadership and mentorship, and promoting a 
community of professional learning. They were hosted by 
Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director, together with Professor 
Christine Goh, Dean, Office of Graduate Studies and 
Professional Learning (GPL), Associate Professor Ng Pak Tee, 
Associate Dean (Leadership Learning), GPL, and Associate 
Professor Ivy Tan, Associate  Dean, Practicum and School 
Partnerships, Office of Teacher Education (OTE). 

27 MAY 2015 
A delegation of officials led by Mr Albano Salem (third from left), 
General Director of Secondary Education, Democratic Republic 
of Timor-Leste, visited NIE to understand teacher training in 
NIE. They were hosted by Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director, Associate Professor Low Ee Ling (left), Head, Office of 
Strategic Planning and Academic Quality, and Dr Goh Chor 
Boon (third from right), General Manager, NIE International. 

Ms Ligia Amada Melo de Cardona (fourth from left), the Minister 
of Higher Education, Science and Technology from the 
Dominican Republic; Her Excellency, Fiordaliza Pichardo, 
Ambassador from the Dominican Republic to South Korea (far 
right); and a delegation of senior officials were on a study trip to 
Singapore to learn about Singapore’s education system and 
pre-service teacher training. They visited NIE on 25 May 2015 
and had a very engaging discussion with Professor Tan Oon 
Seng, NIE Director, and Associate Professor Shanti Divaharan 
(far left), Associate Dean, Pedagogical Development and 
Innovation, OTE on the roles of NIE, Singapore and its teacher 
training programmes.   

On the same day, NIE also welcomed Mr Jorge Paulo Lemann 
(centre), President, Lemann Foundation and his delegation 
from the Board of Lemann Foundation, Brazil. The delegation 
visited Singapore to learn about the country’s experience in 
developing curricula and teacher training. The delegation visited 
the Classroom of the Future  and also met with Prof Christine 
Goh (third from left), Dean (GPL) and Associate Professor Ivy 
Tan, Associate Dean, Practicum and Partnerships, OTE 
(second from right) to discuss about teacher training, TE21 and 
teaching practicum. 

25 MAY 2015
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PROMINENT VISITORS: 
DIALOGUE SESSION WITH 
PROFESSOR LEE JU-HO
By Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality 

The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore invited 
Professor Lee Ju-Ho for a dialogue session on the topic of “How 
far will good grades get you? Why does character education 
matter? Tackling the education bubble” on the 23 July 2015. Prof 
Lee was the former Minister of Education, Science and 
Technology of the Republic of Korea and is now a professor with 
the Korea Development Institute (KDI) School of Public Policy 
and Management, Republic of Korea. 

How far will good grades get you? Why does character 
education matter? Tackling the education bubble 

Prof Lee shared the journey of the Republic of Korea’s massive 
education expansion since the 1960s. He also highlighted that 
while his country achieved relative quantitative success in 
education expansion, as compared to the current top performing 
countries, like Germany and the United States of America, the 
education system faces issues in quality education, such as over 
emphasis in test scores, long hours of study and private tutoring. 
He raised the concept of an education bubble where the amount 
of investment made into education is not generating the desired 
returns. He gave an example of statistics collected that revealed 
that high school leavers are earning higher than college leavers. 

This questions the notion of whether having more tuition will 
effectively translate into economic returns. 

Prof Lee emphasised that while we maintain a focus in 
developing cognitive skills in our young, attention should also be 
given to non-cognitive skills like creativity, communication skills, 
etc. and to develop character traits like resilience in our students. 
When he was the Minister of Education, Science and 
Technology, Republic of Korea, he developed education reform 
strategies to diversify education in fostering horizontal 
differentiation of education, enhancing the quality of education 
and reducing the private burden of education. The dialogue 
session was moderated by Professor Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director. The panel included Prof Tan Oon Seng, Prof Lee Ju-Ho 
and Mrs Chua-Lim Yen Ching, Deputy Director-General of 
Education (Professional Development) and Executive Director, 
Academy of Singapore Teachers, Ministry of Education, 
Singapore. They provided the audience with valuable insights on 
tackling the education bubble from various perspectives. The 
event was well attended by NIE staff and students, educators 
from the Ministry of Education and representatives from the Lee 
Kuan Yew School of Public Policy, National University 
of Singapore. 

(From left) Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Head, Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality; Prof Paul Teng, Principal Officer; Prof Lee Ju-Ho; Mrs Chua-Lim Yen 
Ching, Deputy Director-General of Education (Professional Development) and Executive Director, Academy of Singapore Teachers, MOE; Prof Tan Oon Seng, NIE 
Director; Prof Michael Chia, Dean, Office of Faculty Affairs; Mr Chan Tee Miang, Divisional Director, Corporate Planning and Development; Prof David Hung, 
Associate Dean, Office of Education Research
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CHARTING THE 
EDUCATOR’S JOURNEY
By Office of Teacher Education

challenges that they faced and how they strived to 
overcome them. The book documents the growth 
that the student teachers have undergone through 
the process.  From their sharing, we recognise that 
being a teacher professional entails taking 
ownership of one’s learning, charting his or her 
growth and constantly inquiring and refining one’s 
practices. Each of their learning journeys is 
a testimony of NIE’s endeavour in developing 
autonomous thinking teachers who can take charge 
of their own learning and are self-driven in improving 
their own practices. 
 
On 28 May 2015, the e-Portfolio book was 
officially launched by Associate Professor Liu Woon 
Chia, Dean, Office of Teacher Education, at the 
Learning Forum for Teacher-Mentors 2015. The 
event was attended by guests from NIE, MOE, 
Academy of Singapore Teachers and various 
schools. We hope that many would be able to 
identify with the contributors’ experiences and be 
inspired in their own teaching journeys. 

NIE’s e-Portfolio initiative was first introduced in 
2010 to strengthen the Theory-Practice  Nexus and 
to help student teachers aggregate and integrate 
their learning. 

The NIE e-Portfolio is referred to as the “Learning 
and Teaching Portfolio”. It is both “Learning” and 
“Teaching” to highlight the developmental continuum 
of a student teacher at NIE i.e. from a student 
teacher in NIE to eventual professional development 
as a skilful teacher. Since 2010, we have also been 
inviting student teachers to contribute their 
experiences and to share their growth. This allows 
their peers to learn from them and to be inspired 
by them. 
 
Their sharing have been compiled and published 
into a book entitled “e-Portfolio in Teacher 
Education: Our Journey”. The book describes the 
experiences of student teachers through the 
e-Portfolio initiative during their Initial Teacher 
Preparation programme in NIE. It also explores the 

1
The book’s authors 
share a celebratory 
pose with one of the 
editors, Dr Chua Bee 
Leng (third from left)

2
Assoc Prof Liu Woon 
Chia shares the 
importance of the 
e-Portfolio initiative at 
the official launch

1

2
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ONE ALC 
By Associate Professor Aw Guat Poh, Dr Zhang Aidong, Dr Choong Kok Weng, Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group, and 
     Ms Chen Yuan, First MATCIL student cohort

The Asian Languages and Cultures 
Academic Group (ALC) held its first 
“ALC Innovative Seminar Series” on 17 
June 2015. The three-hour seminar is 
a new initiative under the concept of 
“ONE ALC” to develop a spirit of 
oneness and cohesion within the 
academic group (AG). The Series also 
serves to explore ways to showcase and 
develop ALC innovations in research, 
teaching and education. 

The inaugural seminar was graced by 
Associate Professor Hadijah Bte Rahmat 
(pictured, right), Covering Head of ALC. 

Esteemed guests included Ms Ho Peng, 
former Director-General of Education and 
current advisor of Ministry of Education 
(MOE); Mdm Jocelyn Lim, Deputy 
Director, MOE Curriculum Planning and 
Development Division; Dr Tan Chee Lay, 
Deputy Executive Director, Singapore 
Centre for Chinese Language; Dr Neo 
Peng Fu, Director, Confucius Institute; Dr 
Connie Lum, Head, Chinese Department, 
National Trades Union Congress; Mdm 
Xiong Huali, Head, Chinese Programme, 
Canadian International School; and Mr 
Tan Ann Teck, Mr Goh Saye Wee, and Dr 
SimSeok Hwa, who are Assistant Directors 
of Curriculum Planning and Development 
Division at MOE. 

In her welcome speech, Assoc Prof 
Hadijah explained that ALC comprises 
three divisions, namely, Chinese, Malay 
and Tamil divisions. Through “ONE ALC”, 
it emphasises the purpose of the Series 
and highlights the importance for the 
development of faculty staff within the 
AG, NIE and MOE educators. 

Associate Professor Shen Huizhong from 
University of Sydney and Associate 
Professor Lam Wai Ip from University of 

Hongkong were invited to launch the 
Series with their presentations. Assoc 
Prof Shen has served in a range of senior 
roles including Associate Dean, Director 
of the China Education Centre and 
Founding Director of the Sydney 
Confucius Institute. The topic of his 
address, “Language Other than English 
-General Perceptions, Policy Drives and 
Classroom Pedagogy in Australia”, 
provided interesting insights. The next 
topic “Is there Basic Chinese Word List?” 
was presented by Assoc Prof Lam and 
was well received. He discussed and 
focused on his exploratory network 
analysis of two syllable words in the 
modern Chinese language. 

The seminar was chaired by Associate 
Professor Aw Guat Poh, Assistant Head, 
ALC (Chinese). Students from the Master 
of Arts (Teaching Chinese as an 
International Language) programme as 
well as students from other academic 
groups and NIE faculty actively 
participated in the Question-and-Answer 
session. Without any doubt, the seminar 
marked a successful beginning for the 
ALC Innovative Seminar Series and 
created a new milestone for ALC. 

KNOWING SINGAPORE IN 1860: 
A WALKABOUT WITH NIE GRADUATE STUDENTS
By Associate Professor Jude Chua, Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

Associate Professor Jude Chua from the 
Office of Graduate Studies and 
Professional Learning (GPL) and Dr Ted 
Sim of Humanities and Social Studies 
Education Academic Group, are both 
elected Fellows of the Royal Historical 
Society, London. Together they whipped 
up a walk based on an 1860 map of 
Singapore, and were joined on 26 May 
2015 by a handful of international and 
local graduate students of NIE. 
 
Coinciding with the SG50 celebrations, it 
was timely for students and professors to 
revisit Singapore through the lenses of 
history. In an effort to know one another
and Singapore better, the walk sought to 
raise awareness that in the early days, 
Chinatown (Cross Street to New Bridge 
Road) was not just a ‘Chinese part of the 
town’ as evidenced by one of the oldest 
mosques on the island located there and 

Indian and Malay residents in the district. 
Exploring the toponymics of various 
streets encountered, the walk concluded 
at one of the most ‘hip’ streets then in 
Singapore (now Victoria Street); an area 
also known for several of the oldest 
churches here. The academics also left a 
few parting tips with the group to 
encourage further explorations at Little 
India or Kampong Glam.  

This initiative was a response to feedback 
gathered late last year at a “Tea with 
Dean” session with Professor Christine 
Goh, Dean of GPL. The international 
students had welcomed opportunities for 
integrating with local students. 
 

Dr Ted Sim (second from left) shared historical 
knowledge with the students during the walk
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TO BE LIFELONG LEARNERS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

SPECIAL 
FEATURE

The NIE Teachers’ Investiture Ceremonies held from 
6 to 7 July 2015 at NTU’s Nanyang Auditorium saw the 
graduation of 1,216 newly qualified teachers over 
three ceremonies. 
 
A total of 37 award recipients were honoured and recognised for their outstanding 
achievements. Guest of Honour, Mr Heng Swee Keat, Minister for Education, opened 
his address to the graduands that 2015 is a special year as they embark on this 
meaningful journey of shaping lives; for Singapore as we celebrate Singapore’s 
golden jubilee. He added that just as how SG50 was shaped by the students who 
passed through the collective hands of our pioneer educators, what we celebrate in 
SG100 will be in their collective hands as a teaching fraternity. 

Touching on heritage as well, NIE Director, Professor Tan Oon Seng, paid tribute to the 
late Mr Lee Kuan Yew and also emphasised the important role of educators in 
Singapore’s long term future. Citing the tragic incident in Sabah, he said: ‘As teachers, 
we need to regard each of our students with utmost care, courage and dedication. We 
do not just prepare them for exams, but to truly prepare them for life.” 

Indeed, his words must have resonated with Mr Justin Ng Jia Jun (pictured right). 
Valedictorian of the first ceremony and also a recipient of five awards, he shared that 
it was his former chemistry teacher that helped him overcome his low self-esteem to 
become a confident and enthusiastic educator. 

Here’s wishing all our student teachers and award winners a fruitful and rewarding 
journey to being great educators! 

To view the list of our award recipients, please visit the online edition of NIE News. 

1
Mr Justin Ng, first Valedictorian of the 
first ceremony

2
Ms Ou Xin Ying, Valedictorian of the 
second ceremony

1

2
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3
Ms Ong Lay Ping, Valedictorian of the third ceremony

4
(From left) Prof Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director with Donor, Mr Ivan Fernandez and 
Guest of Honour of the third ceremony, Mr Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Manpower

1
Guest of Honour of the first ceremony, Mr Heng Swee Keat, 
Minister for Education, shares his education insight with the award winners

2
Guest of Honour of the second ceremony, 
Ms Sim Ann, Minister of State, 
Ministry of Education and Ministry of 
Communications and Information, 
chats with an award winner

3

4

2

1
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GROWING A NEW GENERATION OF 
EDUCATORS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

The NIE-NTU Teaching Scholars Programme (TSP) successfully launched last year with 
the aim of answering the call to develop new education leaders with the passion and 
aspiration to inspire and nurture new generations of students. Amongst the second batch 
of student-teachers who are ready to make an impact are Mr Aaron Pang, Ms Dilys Han 
and Ms Amanda Chin. They share their insights on why the TSP is the perfect fit for their 
career aspirations as educators… 

MS AMANDA CHIN
A personal mission of making a difference to one child resonates 
strongly with Amanda. As a student, she was touched by her 
teachers who took time off their busy schedules to care for her 
as an individual. “Their smallest actions made a large impact on 
me. Being able to impact and influence young minds positively 
by caring for them and bringing them hope gives impetus to my 
decision to teach,” she related. 

To her, the TSP is an excellent platform for educators to learn 
new skills so as to prepare for the ever changing challenges in 
the education landscape. “It not only provides constant 
mentorship and practise in executing innovative pedagogies, but 
its resource-rich syllabus also promises exposure to the 
education system beyond Singapore. The rich experiences 
gained from curriculum studies and weeks of classroom practice 
will lay the groundwork for me to deliver better lessons. After all, 
teachers learn best on the job,” she quipped. 

When asked about her plans for the future, Amanda sees herself 
as a confident English Literature teacher imparting knowledge to 
her students using the right pedagogical skills and mental 
preparation. “I am sure that my four years in the programme will 
give me guidance to improve myself as an educator and mould 
me into a more patient, selfless and caring individual.” 



19

MR AARON PANG
When Aaron found out about the TSP, he 
signed up without a moment’s hesitation. 
Since a young age, he had always 
wanted to be a teacher and described 
enrolling into TSP as a dream come true. 
“I want to inspire and impact the lives 
that I come into contact with. Teaching 
students is one thing, but to be able to 
inspire, care and engineer success for 
them is another. This is the one factor that 
made me decide to go into teaching,” 
he said. 

Although it is early days into the 
programme, Aaron is confident that it will 
offer him many learning opportunities to 
equip him with the necessary skills and 
align him with his career aspirations. “I 
really hope to enjoy this programme and 
make the best out of the opportunities 
presented so that I am better prepared for 
the challenges ahead,” he said. He 
particularly looks forward to enjoying the 
overseas practicum, where he would be 
given greater exposure to different 
cultures for a rich and fulfilling experience. 

MS DILYS HAN
While waiting for her GCE ‘A’ Levels results, Dilys interned at a 
bank and also gave tuition at the same time. Admittedly, she 
was focused on a career path in the corporate world but it 
turned out otherwise. ‘When I was giving tuition, I saw how 
powerful education was. My students didn’t just improve in 
terms of grade, but their characters changed for the better too. 
It was not just about excelling academically but also to help 
them realise their hidden potential and build on their talents,” 
she said. 
 
The TSP certainly aligns with her philosophy, as one of its 
objectives is to nurture a new generation of educators who are 
creators of knowledge and shapers of character. Dilys believes 
that the programme will allow her to learn more about 
educational pedagogies while focusing on her core subject. 
“Learning about two completely different disciplines will 
potentially help to open up my mind to more tracks of thinking, 
to help me view issues from more perspectives, and gain 
greater insights in them. To me, these are the essential qualities 
required in order to become a quality educator.” 

Although her journey has just begun, she is excited about the 
prospects offered by TSP. “It is extremely exhilarating. I am sure 
that the programme will open up my mind to more perspectives 
and to understand education even further. These will help to 
make me a quality educator in future.” 



NIE AT THE SEA GAMES
By NIE Alumna, Ms Eliza Ng

1
Sport Science Management Alumna Ms Dipna Lim- 
Prasad rewrote the 400mH national record of 59.24 
seconds and clinched silver at the 28th SEA 
Games 2015

2
Representing the Games Officials, Mr Mohammed 
Azhar Bin Yusof read the Official’s Oath at the 
opening ceremony 

3 - 4
Our very own PESS Alumna, Ms Eliza Ng Yu Jun, 
sole representative of Singapore in women 
1500 metre. She had come in 6th for the race with a 
timing of 4.57.41 minutes, under the 5 minutes 
barrier.  She had qualified for three events; 800 
metre (6th), 1500 metre (6th) and 3000 metre 
steeplechase (8th) under Assoc Prof 
Balasekaran’s guidance

5
PESS Alumna Ms Dinah Chan clinched the bronze 
medal after coming in third in the women individual 
time trial of 47:41.9 minutes

The South East Asian Games once again 
returned to Singapore after a hiatus of 22 
years. It was especially significant to the 
nation as she celebrates a golden jubilee 
this year. 

A total of 747 athletes were selected by 
the Singapore National Olympic Council 
to represent Singapore, which was the 
largest team representing at a major 
sports tournament. We are proud to have 
had 39 NIE alumni, students and staff 
from the Physical Education and Sports 
Science (PESS) Academic Group who 
represented Team Singapore in 18 
different sports. 

In the Athletics category, Associate 
Professor Govindasamy Balasekaran, 
Head of PESS, led a team of 73 athletes 
to participate in a total of 46 events. With 
the team under his mighty wings, the 
team clinched three Golds, three Silvers 
and three Bronzes! It was the best 
performance in Athletics since the 2003 
SEA Games held in Malaysia. In addition, 
an astounding nine national records were 
broken. There were also nine national 
records, 22 personal best timings and 
36 season best timings achieved on 
home soil. 

Our NIE Alumna, Ms Eliza Ng Yu Jun, 
recalled that she was very honoured 

to represent the nation in the 800 metre, 
1500 metre and 3000 metre steeplechase. 
She recorded a stunning personal best 
timing of 12.14.91 minutes in the women 
3000 metre steeplechase, shaving off 9 
seconds from her previous timing. 
Another NIE Alumna, Ms Dipna Lim- 
Prasad, brought home the silver medal 
after achieving a timing of 59.24 seconds 
in the 400 metre event. 

Not to be outdone, our staff and 
academics from PESS did us proud too. 
Ms Jennifer Chen Qiujun, represented 
the nation in the traditional boat race and 
bagged two bronzes in the 500 metre 
women TBR-6 Crew and 12 Crew 
events. Under the guidance of Assistant 
Professor Koh Koon Teck, the basketball 
team did extremely well to clinch the 
bronze title. It was also a special moment 
for Mr Mohammed Azhar Bin Yusof, 
appointed as the technical official of 
Rugby 7’s, who read the official oath at 
the opening ceremony of SEA games. 

It is indeed heartening to see our very 
own NIE Alumni, students and staff 
participating at the biennial 28th SEA 
games with different roles and responsibilities. 

Our heartiest congratulations to all for 
doing Singapore proud! Keep NIE’s flag 
flying high! 
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Department Discipline Name
Aquatics - Swimming
Aquatics - Swimming
Aquatics - Swimming
Archery
Athletics
Athletics
Athletics
Basketball
Basketball
Bowling
Canoeing
Canoeing
Canoeing
Pencak Silat
Rowing
Sailing
Sailing
Shooting
Traditional Boat Race
Traditional Boat Race
Volleyball
Volleyball
Aquatics - Water Polo
Rugby 7S
Athletics
Hockey
Sailing
Sailing
Traditional Boat Race
Athletics
Athletics
Archery
Cycling
Floorball
Squash
Traditional Boat Race
Basketball (Team Manager)
Athletics (Distance Coach & Team Manager)
Rugby 7S (International Technical Official)

Mr Clement Lim Yong’En
Mr Pang Sheng Jun
Ms Lim Xiang Qi
Ms Tan Si Lie
Mr Calvin Kang Li Loong
Ms Mohamed Zulkifli Nurul Jannah
Ms T. Piriyah
Ms Lim Jia Min
Mr Yoshida Yukie
Ms Bernice Lim Hui Ying
Mr Luke Yap
Ms Suzanne Seah
Ms Soh Sze Ying
Ms Sheik Alau'ddin Nur Shafiqa
Mr Pek Hong Kiat
Ms Daniella Ng Hui Min
Ms Chan Jing Hua Victoria
Mr Cheng Jian Huan
Mr Neo Aik Jin Clement
Ms Joyce Wee
Ms Cassandra Tay Hwee Min
Ms Joelle Lim 
Mr Tan Jwee Ann Paul Louis
Mr Ng Chung Jin Bryan
Ms Dipna Lim-Prasad
Ms Laura Tan Si Ru
Ms Griselda Khng
Ms Jovina Choo Bei Fen
Ms Pamela Choo Peiling
Ms Eliza Ng Yu Jun
Mr Lee Cheng Wei
Mr Pang Toh Jin
Ms Chan Siew Kheng Dinah
Ms Mohamed Zabir Fariza Begum
Ms Joannah Yue Lai Wan
Ms Chen Qiujun Jennifer
Asst Prof Koh Koon Teck
Assoc Prof Govindasamy Balasekaran
Mr Mohammed Azhar Bin Yusof
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COACHING CLINIC IN MONGOLIA
By Assistant Professor Koh Koon Teck, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

(From left) Asst Prof 
Koh Koon Teck 
(second) with Mr 
Jugder Otgontsagaan 
(third), Secretary 
General, Mongolia 
National Olympic 
Committee, Mr B. Orgil, 
Acting Secretary 
General, Mongolian 
Basketball Association 
(fourth) and national 
basketball team legend 
Mr Tserenjankhar 
Sharavjamts (first)

In Asia, the standard of basketball is 
relatively underdeveloped compared with 
other continents such as Europe, America 
and Oceania. This is evident in the 
International Basketball Federation (FIBA) 
world ranking. In 2013, FIBA, together 
with FIBA Asia, initiated a four year Coach 
Development Plan with the aim of raising 
the basketball coaching standard in Asia. 
Of the 44 countries in Asia, 26 countries 
have been identified to be involved in the 
development scheme. 
 
I am humbled to be selected as one of the 
three expert instructors by FIBA Asia to 
conduct coaching clinics (Level Levels 

one to three) for these countries. Last 
year, I conducted the first clinic in 
Bangladesh, where 40 participants from all 
over the country came to attend the class. 

The clinic in Mongolia was the second one 
FIBA Asia had invited me to deliver. 
Mongolia is a new member of FIBA. 
Currently, the playing standard in the 
country is considered to be behind 
Singapore. As the popularity of basketball 
in Mongolia grows rapidly, I believe that 
with a proper support  system in place, 
such as a better developed administrative, 
developmental programmes, as well as 
knowledgeable officials, the standard of 

basketball in Mongolia will eventually 
catch up with Singapore. 

The biggest motivation for me to be 
involved in the development plan is to 
share my coaching knowledge and 
experience with the foreign administrators 
and coaches. They have played an 
important part to impact and influence 
others through the game of basketball. At 
the same time, I learnt about their system 
through the host and the participants and 
reflected on possible improvements to our 
own system. Being able to travel to 
different countries to teach also enhanced 
my learning experience and provided a 
chance for me to immerse in their 
cultures. These experiences widened my 
horizon and will be useful in my transfer of 
knowledge to our students. 
 
I hope to continue in many more 
meaningful projects such as this. I am 
confident that with proper training and 
development of coaches, the basketball 
standard in Asia could be on par with 
other continents and improve its overall 
world ranking in time to come. 

PESS Staff

PESS Alumni

SSM Alumni

Current PESS Students

Current Sport Science 
Management (SSM) Students
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CJ KOH PROFESSORSHIP 2015
By Office of Education Research

entitled “An Education for the 21st Century” for NIE 
faculty and graduate students. The seminar, which 
was attended by more than 80 participants, 
examined the history of the 21st century skills 
movement, and how we can support 21st century 
education based on findings from a comparative 
research conducted by the Global Education 
Innovation Initiative. 
 
A key highlight of the visit was the public lecture 
“Educating Global Citizens” held at Civil Service 
College on 21 May 2015. Prof Reimers shared what 
it means to be a global citizen and the barriers 
to advancing global citizenship education. More 
than 120 guests from MOE, NIE and the schools 
attended the lecture – a testament to its appeal 
and relevance to NIE’s stakeholders and the 
educational fraternity. 
 
Prof Reimers also met with Ms Indranee Rajah, 
Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry 
of Education, to discuss issues pertinent to the 
Singapore education system.  

NIE welcomed its 11th CJ Koh Professor, Professor 
Fernando Reimers, who was in Singapore from 18 
to 22 May 2015. 

Each year, outstanding professors in education are 
hosted by NIE under the CJ Koh Professorship in 
Education Programme. 
  
Prof Reimers is the Ford Foundation Professor of 
the Practice in International Education and Director 
of both the Global Education Innovation Initiative 
and the International Education Policy Programme 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Education. An 
expert in global education, his work focuses on the 
relationship between education policy, innovation, 
leadership and quality improvement to support 
children and youth in developing the skills they need 
to thrive in the 21st century. 
 
During his visit, Prof Reimers met with pre-service 
teachers from the NIE Teaching Scholars 
Programme at a fireside chat hosted by the Office of 
Teacher Education. He also conducted a seminar 

1
Prof Reimers (left) 
receives a token of 
appreciation from 
Prof David Hung,  
(right), at the CJ Koh 
public lecture held on 
21 May 2015

2
Prof Reimers speaking 
on global citizenship 
education to an 
audience from MOE, 
NIE and the schools, 
at the CJ Koh 
public lecture

1

2
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BEING INCLUSIVE 
By Associate Professor Noel Chia Kok Hwee and Dr Lim Boon Hock, Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic Group

The Inclusive Education Symposium 
held in Malacca on 25 April 2015 
realised a long overdue collaboration 
across the causeway between the 
National Early Childhood Intervention 
Council of Malaysia, and early childhood 
education experts from Singapore’s 
National Institute of Education-Nanyang 
Technological University (NIE-NTU). 

The one-day event drew close to 200 
participants from all walks of life; 
parents, teachers, allied health personnel, 
medical doctors, academics and early 
childhood educators and private and 
government officers. Themed “Including 
children with disabilities in our education 
system”, the Symposium was officially 
opened by Mr Phenny Kakama, UNICEF 
Malaysia’s Senior Child Protection 
Specialist. He concluded his opening 
remarks with the reminder that ‘children 
who learn together, learn to live 
together’. This maxim should underpin 
our continued dialogue on how to 
transform the Malaysian school system 
to ‘embrace and reflect values of a 
multicultural and diverse nation that 
Malaysia is’. Academics from NIE’s Early 
Childhood and Special Needs Education 
Academic Group (ECSE) supported 
through several turnkey events. 

In the keynote address by Assistant 
Professor Wong Meng Ee, he began 
with a moving description of his early 
childhood experiences, notably his 

struggles with his deteriorating eyesight. 
Asst Prof Wong’s address focused on 
inclusion as a process and provided 
practical pointers on how participants 
could work towards inclusive schools. 
 
This was followed by a post-lunch Plenary 
Session chaired by Associate Professor 
Jude Chua. He drew on philosophical 
anthropology, arguing for the case to 
move away from ‘thinking of man merely 
in terms of his economic worth”. 
 
Three concurrent workshops were also 
offered by ECSE academics, Dr Thana 
Thaver, Asst Prof Wong Meng Ee and  
Assoc Prof Noel Chia Kok Hwee. Dr 
Thaver introduced participants to a 
framework for differentiating and adapting 
curriculum and instruction to meet the 
needs of diverse learners. Asst Prof 
Wong talked about assistive technology 
and introduced participants to a 
framework for helping them make 
informed decisions about choosing 
appropriate devices. Assoc Prof Chia 
covered various learning disabilities and 
autism spectrum disorder, helping 
participants understand the manifestation 
of learning and behavioral challenges 
of each of these learning disabilities 
and also how to provide appropriate 
targeted interventions. 

On a scale of one to five, participants 
rated the workshops between four (very 
useful) and five (invaluable). Several 

participants requested for more of such 
workshops and talks in the future.  

The one-day Symposium may have 
ended but it definitely signals the 
beginning of more future collaborations 
across the causeway. 

1
Mr Phenny Kakama, UNICEF Malaysia’s Senior 
Child Protection Specialist officially opened 
the Symposium 

2
Assoc Prof Jude Chua delivered a presentation on 
philosophical anthropology

3
Asst Prof Wong Meng Ee addressed on the topic 
of inclusion

1 2

3



A STUDY DOWN UNDER
By Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic Group
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Associate Professor Seetha Lakshmi (pictured, above right) 
from the Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group was 
conferred the Life Time Achievement Award for her extensive 
research in Tamil Language and Literature by the National 
Foundation for Entrepreneurship Development in Tamil Nadu, 
India, on 8 March 2015.  

Several faculty members of the Early 
Childhood and Special Needs Education 
(ECSE) Academic Group went on a study 
trip to Sydney’s Centre of Disability 
Studies to explore how adults with 
disabilities are supported in residential 
and respite settings. The urgency of 
preparing students with special needs to 
achieve quality life outcomes after school 
has attracted much attention in recent 
years. As Singapore experiences an 
unprecedented age shift since 2012, there 

is also a need to explore innovative 
person-centred approaches, where support 
and services are customised for adult 
individual lives. The hope is to increase 
the quality of life for the person based on 
each individual’s unique gifts and 
strengths of the person. The Sydney team 
shared a validated and reliable tool 
“I-CAN” used in Australia. It has been 
collaboratively developed with stakeholders 
over several years to assess and classify 
the support needs of adults with diverse 
disabilities. ECSE is considering a 
collaboration to conduct research using 
the tool in Singapore. 

“Yooralla”, which is an Aboriginal word for 
“place of love”, is the name of Victoria’s 
largest disability services organisation in 
Australia that serves 27,000 customers, 
with 2,106 number of staff. The ECSE
team were shown person-centered staff 
and implementations of various services 
to support people with disabilities, 
including respite and rehabilitation services. 
The emerging National Disability Insurance 
Scheme, proposed by Yooralla, allows 
people with disability to objectively choose 
the kind of support needs they perceived 

as needed or desired with funding. 
Overall, the rich experience of person- 
centered approach allowed pragmatic 
appreciation and potential for emulation. 

1
(From left) Mr Kum Kin Fai, Assoc Prof Levan Lim, 
Dr Jeffrey Chan, Dr Thana Thaver, 
Assoc Prof Noel Chia Kok Hwee, Mr Norman Kee

2
Back (From left): Assoc Prof Levan Lim, Prof 
Vivienne C. Riches, Mr Kum Kin Fai, Mr Norman 
Kee, Ms Sarah Butler
Front (From left): Dr Thana Thaver, Assoc Prof Noel 
Chia, Prof Trevor Parmenter 

Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic Group 
Assistant Professor Zachary Walker (pictured, above) has been 
conferred the 2015 Millennium Milestone Maker Award by 
Global Interactions, Inc for his outstanding contributions to the 
global community under the premise of the United Nations 
Academic Impact programme. His works were heard by more 
than 5,000 participants at the Sias International University in the 
People’s Republic of China on 16 and 17 May 2015. Asst Prof 
Walker’s numerous projects include raising awareness and 
resources to help alleviate global poverty, educating diverse 
populations of learners, mentoring students from marginalized 
backgrounds, and advocating for social justice and accessibility 
for individuals with disabilities. 
 

THE NIE COMMUNITY EXTENDS HER 
WARMEST CONGRATULATIONS

1 2



LITERATURE LIGHT
By Assistant Professor Loh Chin Ee, English Language and Literature Academic Group

classroom allowed him to put himself “in the 
position of a classroom practitioner” to understand 
“the theory-practice nexus while still training at 
NIE.” Having the opportunity to work with “a 
dynamic and enthusiastic team truly passionate 
about raising the profile of Literature education in 
Singapore” was an “enl*ghtening experience” for 
Mr Ow Wai Kit, who is currently teaching at Bukit 
Batok Secondary School. 

The latest issue of Enl*ght has been disseminated 
through the Curriculum Planning and Development 
Division at the Ministry of Education. It is also 
available from the ELL website: 
http://www.nie.edu.sg/newsroom/2015-issue-enlght-
a-publication-literature-preservice-teachers-nie-now-
available-online.  
 
Schools who would like to share their innovative 
practices in Literature education with fellow 
practitioners can write to Assistant Professor Loh 
Chin Ee at chinee.loh@nie.edu.sg. 

Previous issues have focused on the teaching of 
Singapore poetry and plays, creativity in Literature, 
storytelling and designing Literature learning 
journeys. The 2015 issue examines how we can 
reinvent Literature education for the 21st century, and 
includes interviews with our very own Singapore 
publishers, Mr Edmund Wee of Epigram Books, Mr 
Fong Hoe Fang of Ethos Books and Mr Kenny Leck 
of Math Paper Press. 

The current issue of Enl*ght was put together by 
a team comprising of student teachers from both the 
Bachelor of Arts (Education) and Postgraduate 
Diploma (Education) programme. Working on the 
articles allowed the then student-teachers to explore 
areas of interest and to share their experience with 
fellow educators through writing. 
 
Mr Perdana Putra Pan Ping Rui, now teaching at the 
Singapore School of Science and Technology, shared 
that working on his article “To Re(Create)” about how 
to engage students in creative writing in the Literature 

From left: Mr Perdana 
Putra Pan Ping Rui,
Mr Wan Zhong Hao,
Mr Ow Yeong Wai Kit,
Ms Samantha Wan,
Mr Edward Cheong, 
Asst Prof Loh Chin Ee, 
Ms Tan Chin Yee, 
Mr Yeo Zhi Wen and
Mr Yip Guanhui

Since 2010, our Literature student teachers have been contributing to 
teaching in an annual publication by the Literature Division of the English 
Language and Literature Academic Group (ELL) featuring articles and 
resources for teachers, by teachers. The publication aims to facilitate sharing 
and discussion between student-teachers, literary figures and in-service 
teachers to innovate literary education. 
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The Office of Education Research (OER) 
recently organised the sixth Redesigning 
Pedagogy International Conference, one 
of the biggest education research 
conferences in Singapore. 
  
Held from 2 to 4 June 2015, the biannual 
conference for teachers, educational 
researchers, teacher educators and 
education officials saw over 1,200 local 
and international delegates debating, 
discussing and sharing their ideas and 
perspectives in education. In attendance 
was Ms Indranee Rajah, Senior Minister 
of State, Ministry of Law and Ministry of 
Education, who was invited as the Guest 
of Honour.    

The theme for this year was “Leaders, 
Values and Citizenship in the 21st 
Century Education”. The conference 
was convened by Professor David 
Hung, Associate Dean of Education 

Research; Associate Professor Manu 
Kapur, Head, Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning; and Associate Professor 
Kerry Lee, Head of Education and 
Cognitive Development Lab. 
 
This year’s conference was held in 
conjunction with the inaugural “Arts, 
Humanities and Literature Conference 
2015 and the 11th International 
CitizED Conference”. 

The conference featured seven 
keynoters, including well-known scholars 
such as Professor A. Lin Goodwin, 
Professor James Spillane and Professor 
Erica McWilliam. They shared insights on 
diverse topics, such as the purpose of 
schools in the 21st century and school 
leadership for 21st century learning. 
 
“The conference was a great opportunity 
for our teachers to share on education 
research and their continuous improvements 
made on learning practices, both within 
and beyond classrooms. I hope they had 
enriching dialogues not just from one 
another, but also with our overseas 
delegates and guests,” shared Prof Hung. 
SingTeach, a NIE publication that 
translates research into classroom 
practice for teachers, has published an 

issue on the conference. The issue is 
available at: 
http://singteach.nie.edu.sg/category/ 
issues/issue53-jun-2015/ 
 
More information about the conference is 
available at: 
http://conference.nie.edu.sg/2015/ 
 

REDESIGNING PEDAGOGY
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE 2015
By Office of Education Research

1
(From left): Prof Tan Oon Seng, NIE Director; 
Dr Wong Hee Ong; Ms Indranee Rajah, 
Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Law and 
Ministry of Education; Prof A. Lin Goodwin; Mr 
Wong Siew Hoong,  Director-General of Education, 
MOE; Assoc Prof Liu Woon Chia, Dean, Office of 
Teacher Education

2
Ms Indranee Rajah addressing the audience

3
Prof Tan Oon presenting a token of appreciation to 
Ms Indranee Rajah
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HONOURING DR RUTH WONG
By Office of Teacher Education

The Dr Ruth Wong Professorship in 
Teacher Education, named after the late 
Dr Ruth Wong Hie King, aims to enhance 
the teacher education experience and 
expertise within the National Institute of 
Education (NIE) and the Singapore 
teaching fraternity, as well as increase 
cooperation and activities between NIE, 
the teaching fraternity in Singapore and 
the international education community. 

Dr Ruth Wong Hie King was the founding 
Director of the then Institute of Education 
(IE). Dr Wong attended Queen's University 
and Harvard University under various 
scholarships. She later joined the Ministry 
of Education as Director of Research and 
concurrently, Principal of the Teachers' 
Training College (TTC) and played a key 
role in upgrading the then TTC to IE in 
1973. She also streamlined and improved 
Singapore’s teacher education curriculum 
considerably. Although she retired in 
1976, her seminal ideas, considerable 
achievements and the strength of her 
character, modesty, compassion and 
equanimity have impressed and positively 
influenced many both within and outside 
the education fraternity. 

We are very honoured to have Professor 
A. Lin Goodwin (pictured above) from 
Columbia University as the inaugural Dr 
Ruth Wong Professor. A Professor of 
Education on the Evenden Foundation, 
and Vice Dean at Teachers College, 
Columbia University (TCCU), she also 
serves as Vice President of the American 
Educational Research Association (AERA) 

- Division K: Teaching and Teacher 
Education, and is co-director of a joint 
Master of Arts in Educational Leadership 
and Change between TCCU and NIE. 

During her visit as the 1st Dr Ruth Wong 
Professor from 27 May to 3 June 2015, 
Professor Lin Goodwin shared her 
expertise through the following activities: 

1)  Presentation of a keynote paper
entitled Domains of knowledge for 
mentoring: Transcending the “do now” 
to embrace the “what if?” at the NIE 
Learning Forum for Teacher- Mentors 
on 28 May 2015. 

2)  Presentation of the Dr Ruth Wong
Professorship Lecture entitled 
Teachers of quality for the 31st 
century: Transforming teacher 
education to meet the (unknown) 
future at the NIE Redesigning 
Pedagogy International Conference 
on 2 June 2015.
  

There were also discussions with the 
Deputy Director-General of Education 
(Professional Development), Ministry of 
Education, master teachers and staff at 
the Academy of Singapore Teachers, staff 
from the Office of Teacher Education and 
a meeting with selected students from the 
Teaching Scholars Programme. 

The Dr Ruth Wong Professorship will 
serve as a platform to positively influence 
successive generations of teachers, 
teacher educators and administrators. 

1
Dr Ruth Wong Hie King, Director Institute of 
Education (1973-1976)

2
Prof A. Lin Goodwin receives a token of 
appreciation from NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng

3
Prof A. Lin Goodwin serves as the inaugural Dr 
Ruth Wong Visiting Professor of Teacher 
Education at NIE

3

2
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INAUGURAL WINNERS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

This year’s Teachers’ Investiture Ceremonies July 2015 saw two inaugural recipients of the Tan 
Poey Quee Practicum Book Prize Awards. These awards were made possible through the Tan 
Poey Quee Teaching Excellence Fund donated by Mr Pang Kim Hin, Chairman of Mothercare 
Singapore, to NIE to encourage and recognise the efforts of NIE students dedicated to 
education research and teaching. We caught up with the recipients for a quick chat: 

28 ALUMNI

Ms Nurulhuda Binte Mustafa admitted that her career could 
have turned out differently. As a student, her encounter with 
strict and demanding teachers made her question the purpose 
of schooling.  The experience would have deterred many to 
become an educator, but not her. 

“Looking back, I can see that their intentions were 
good-hearted. But at that point of time, it had a reverse effect on 
me. But it made me question the basis of forming mutual 
respect between teacher and student. It served as a constant 
reminder to be reasonable and empathetic. Perhaps 
subconsciously, this was what drew me to teaching,” she said. 

She says that her biggest victory in her choice of profession is 
how her classroom of students will turn out. 

Returning to her alma mater now as a teacher, she says: “The 
little victories in the classroom – such as engaging students – 
give me the most satisfaction. I am also fortunate to be able to 
go back to my old secondary school and teach my favourite 
subjects. I hope I can help my students appreciate the value of 
having a perspective by taking a look at their own lives as well 
as others through projects they work on in Art and Literature.” 

Mr Liang Chay Jiang shared that his path towards an educator 
was by no means a smooth journey. A slow learner, he 
struggled in his Mathematics and English subjects in secondary 
school. 
 
He attributes his achievement to a valuable lesson learnt back 
in school: ‘I remember my lecturer asking me to produce 50 
logos before every consultation. I had about 250 sketches 
before she finally approved the logo. From this, I realised that I 
had to push my own boundaries in order to grow as an 
individual.” Likewise, he plans to give his students every chance 
to fulfil their own potential. 

To him, being an educator is not just about lesson planning or 
marking test sheets. It is about building a strong rapport with his 
students and providing firm support for them. Occasionally, 
Chay Jiang would spend time playing football with his students. 
"My students are much better players than I am! Through them, 
I have learnt that, even though we are educators, we still have 
much to learn from our students! 

Ms Nurulhuda Binte Mustafa (right) together with Mr Pang Kim Hin (left), 
Chairman, Mothercare Singapore

Mr Liang Chay Jiang (right) 
receiving his award from 
Mr Hawazi Daipi (left), Senior 
Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Manpower
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have mentored Justin. In his final year project, he 
was extremely quick on acquiring research skills and 
adapted to life in a research laboratory seamlessly.  
During the poster defence part of his examination, 
Justin spoke with great confidence and received one 
of two A grades that were awarded in his cohort.” 

Thanks to Assoc Prof Lim’s encouragement, Justin 
also presented his final year project at The 
Crustacean Society and International Association 
of Astacology (TCS-IAA) Mid-year Meeting in 
Sydney, Australia. 

He happily recounts: “NIE has given me 
opportunities to present at renowned international 
conferences as well as writing up my research for 
publication in a reputable international journal; feats 
which are rather rare for undergraduate projects. 
While presenting at TCS-IAA in Sydney in July this 
year together with my two lab-mates (Assoc Prof 
Lim’s PhD students), many world-renowned 
scientists and experts complimented us on the 
quality and depth of our projects. I also emerged as 
one of the top three student presenters from all over 
the world and was awarded the High 
Commendation Award. This reflects NIE’s firm 
standing as a leading institute of research and 
education, and much credit for my achievements in 
research has to go to Assoc Prof Shirley Lim as well 
as her two PhD students, Ms Theresa Su and Ms 
Adeline Yong, for their guidance, support and 
encouragement. Thank you NIE, for grooming me 
into the better person I am today.” 

NIE extends heartfelt congratulations to Justin and 
looks forward to even greater contributions. We 
hope that this budding talent will grow to inspire 
many of his teaching peers and generations of 
students to come. 

When Mr Justin Ng Jia Jun went on stage to collect 
his awards at the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony 
in July this year, he was greeted with loud cheers 
and applause. 

He had received an unprecedented five awards and 
admitted that it was a very pleasant surprise. 

Looking back at his journey as a student, he is ever 
grateful to the educators who had consistently 
encouraged him. From his secondary school 
chemistry teacher to his NIE lecturers, this 
outstanding teacher shares that he has achieved 
much today because of the teaching professionals 
and their exceptional belief in his potential. In fact, 
Justin says joining NIE’s Natural Sciences and 
Science Education Academic Group to pursue his 
bachelor degree in Science to prepare for his 
teaching career was the best choice he ever made. 
 
“Much of my unprecedented success has to be 
attributed to the outstanding quality of lecturers here 
at NIE,” he enthused. “They are able to convey 
lecture content in a passionate and enthused 
manner that has truly enriched my learning, 
especially in the field of Biology.  In addition, what 
has really helped me uncover my passion in 
research was when I embarked on an Independent 
Research Project in my final year. Associate 
Professor Shirley Lim, Associate Dean, Research 
Grants Management, as my research supervisor, 
was both an inspirational and instrumental figure in 
honing my research skills and developing myself 
into a teacher-researcher; an expertise I am 
applying even now in school as I take on science 
research projects, among others.” 

Asked to describe Justin as a student, Assoc Prof 
Lim shared: “It has been an absolute pleasure to 

1
Justin Ng receiving 
his awards from 
Mr Heng Swee Keat, 
Minister for Education

2
Justin Ng with 
Assoc Prof Shirley Lim 
(middle) and former 
NIE Director 
Professor Leo Tan

1 2



FROM BACHELORS TO MASTERS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations 

As recognition for her excellent 
performance, NIE offered her an 
opportunity to ‘cross-over’ to the degree 
programme. Today, she stands tall again 
with not just a Bachelor of Arts degree 
but the Victor Neo Book Prize as well. 

“Coming from a home of educators 
certainly contributed to my motivation in 
becoming an educator. The awards that 
I have achieved over the past few years 
are prestigious academic achievements 
in my life and they will only serve to spur 
me on to develop further professionally 
and personally,” the cheerful individual 
quipped. Indeed, Srija made full use of 

the opportunities given to her while she 
was studying at NIE. She wrote a script 
for the official opening of Horizon 
Primary School’s musical and also went 
on an enriching International Practicum 
experience in Zurich, Switzerland. 
There, she had to adjust her teaching 
pedagogy to suit children from a different 
culture and whose dominant language 
was not English. 

“That’s what I love about being a 
teacher. You get to learn as much as you 
teach. Every day, you meet new minds 
that inspire you to constantly revise your 
ideas and philosophies as an individual 

and as an educator. You meet young 
minds that teach you to think openly,” 
she said. 

Her education as a teacher does not 
stop there. Srija will soon further her 
studies and pursue a Masters’ degree in 
English Language at the University of 
Edinburgh in Scotland, UK. We wish her 
all the best in her journey to become a 
quality educator. 

30 ALUMNI

Two years ago, Ms Srija Sasidharan took the stage as Valedictorian of her cohort 
and also as the recipient of the British Council Book Prize and the Wong Hee Hua 
Memorial Prize. 

Ms Srija Sasidharan (second from left) and her 
family enjoy a day to remember with Mr Heng Swee 
Keat (middle), Minister for Education
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Believing he could make a difference, Hazelman was 
instrumental in reducing a large amount of students who were 
late for school. He would make home visits and have frequent 
long conversations with his students and their families. He also 
organised camps that challenged his students to move out of 
their comfort zones. These boosted his students’ self-esteem 
and he was delighted that all his efforts had paid off. 

“I hope to inspire other teachers. I would like teachers to 
recognise the many opportunities that we have to make a 
difference in the lives of our students,” he shared. “We may 
feel that we are not able to do a whole lot, given the demands 
placed on us, but I hope to show that if we focus our energies, 
we can influence our students to believe in themselves and 
feel confident that they do indeed possess the skills they need 
to navigate not just their education journeys but their lives 
as well.” 

In recognition of their unwavering dedication to teach and 
enthusiasm for youth development, six outstanding teachers 
were awarded the Outstanding Youth in Education Award 
(OYEA) at this year’s Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony July 
2015. One of them is Mr Hazelman Norhafis, who is the Head of 
Department for the Normal (Technical) Course at Changkat 
Changi Secondary School. 

“I am honoured and humbled to be one of the recipients of 
OYEA 2015. This recognition is not only for me but also for the 
whole school. I would not have been able to achieve success 
without the support, teamwork and belief given to me by the 
school,” he said. 

Hazelman’s philosophy is simple; that every child has the ability 
to succeed. He shares that educators have an important role in 
awakening the potential in each student and help them succeed 
in their chosen pursuits. “The type, pace and extent of success 
may vary for different individuals but ultimately, they can all 
succeed. Different individuals have different talents to offer and 
the world would be a poorer place without the benefit of each 
one’s talent.” 

EVENT DATE VENUE CONTACT

Mr Hazelman Norhafis (second from left) together with other OYEA winners and 
Mr Heng Swee Keat (middle), Minister for Education, at the Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremony July 2015 
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“Looking back, I can see that their intentions were 
good-hearted. But at that point of time, it had a reverse effect on 
me. But it made me question the basis of forming mutual 
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subconsciously, this was what drew me to teaching,” she said. 

She says that her biggest victory in her choice of profession is 
how her classroom of students will turn out. 

Returning to her alma mater now as a teacher, she says: “The 
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adapted to life in a research laboratory seamlessly.  
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chemistry teacher to his NIE lecturers, this 
outstanding teacher shares that he has achieved 
much today because of the teaching professionals 
and their exceptional belief in his potential. In fact, 
Justin says joining NIE’s Natural Sciences and 
Science Education Academic Group to pursue his 
bachelor degree in Science to prepare for his 
teaching career was the best choice he ever made. 
 
“Much of my unprecedented success has to be 
attributed to the outstanding quality of lecturers here 
at NIE,” he enthused. “They are able to convey 
lecture content in a passionate and enthused 
manner that has truly enriched my learning, 
especially in the field of Biology.  In addition, what 
has really helped me uncover my passion in 
research was when I embarked on an Independent 
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Believing he could make a difference, Hazelman was 
instrumental in reducing a large amount of students who were 
late for school. He would make home visits and have frequent 
long conversations with his students and their families. He also 
organised camps that challenged his students to move out of 
their comfort zones. These boosted his students’ self-esteem 
and he was delighted that all his efforts had paid off. 

“I hope to inspire other teachers. I would like teachers to 
recognise the many opportunities that we have to make a 
difference in the lives of our students,” he shared. “We may 
feel that we are not able to do a whole lot, given the demands 
placed on us, but I hope to show that if we focus our energies, 
we can influence our students to believe in themselves and 
feel confident that they do indeed possess the skills they need 
to navigate not just their education journeys but their lives 
as well.” 

In recognition of their unwavering dedication to teach and 
enthusiasm for youth development, six outstanding teachers 
were awarded the Outstanding Youth in Education Award 
(OYEA) at this year’s Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony July 
2015. One of them is Mr Hazelman Norhafis, who is the Head of 
Department for the Normal (Technical) Course at Changkat 
Changi Secondary School. 

“I am honoured and humbled to be one of the recipients of 
OYEA 2015. This recognition is not only for me but also for the 
whole school. I would not have been able to achieve success 
without the support, teamwork and belief given to me by the 
school,” he said. 

Hazelman’s philosophy is simple; that every child has the ability 
to succeed. He shares that educators have an important role in 
awakening the potential in each student and help them succeed 
in their chosen pursuits. “The type, pace and extent of success 
may vary for different individuals but ultimately, they can all 
succeed. Different individuals have different talents to offer and 
the world would be a poorer place without the benefit of each 
one’s talent.” 

EVENT DATE VENUE CONTACT

Mr Hazelman Norhafis (second from left) together with other OYEA winners and 
Mr Heng Swee Keat (middle), Minister for Education, at the Teachers’ Investiture 
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