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Lesson Closure: The Way To 
Make Learning Stick 

WONG YORK HUAY 

Stepping out of your class, you are confident that the lesson on 
geometry was a success, but the next day, when you ask the 
students to summarize what they learned yesterday, you get blank 
stares and vague answers. When you reassess yesterday's 
presentation, you're still satisfied and happy with your motivational 
materials, your use of interesting learning activities and your 
students' level of interest and attentiveness, but now you realise that 
there was something missing. But what? 

In investigating why students are unable to recall key concepts, 
all factors must be .  considered. The effectiveness of your 
presentation, the appropriateness of the activities and students' 
concentration levels affect whether they have mastered the lesson. 
But if however you feel confident of those areas, then there is a fourth 
factor you should consider: did you set aside some time for closure 
at the end of the lesson? 

Objectives 

Lesson closure has several objectives: 

(1) To help students consolidate important skills and ideas covered 
in the teaching episode; 

(2) To assess learners' level of mastery; 

(3) To assist learners to apply what they have learnt to new 
situations; 

(4) To assess the immediate effectiveness of the lesson, 
particularly in relation to planned aims and objectives. 
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Closure thus helps to fix learning or in other words make 
learning stick so that knowledge can be recalled and used whenever 
the need arises. Closure helps learners know what they have 
learned, why they learned it and how this knowledge is useful. 

Methods Of Closure 

The five most common methods of closure include: 

(A) Lesson round-ups 

(B) Homework assignments 

(C) Quick quiz evaluations 

(D) Extensions 

(E) Applications 

You may be using some of the above methods already, but 
below are additional suggestions to incorporate each method into 
your lesson presentation so as to have a more effective lesson 
closure. 

(A) Lesson Round-Ups 

Teachers should be aware of the 'Students' Bill of Rights'. 
Students need to be informed of the whats, hows, and whys of what 
you're asking them to learn. 

Thus a good method would be to orient your students at the 
start of each lesson as to what the class will be.doing (the lesson 
topic), what you think should be achieved (objectives of the lesson), 
and why. With informed students, you will definitely attain more active 
participation when reviewing the lesson and students will also be 
able to understand the lesson better. Try the following formats in your 
lesson round-ups to encourage greater student involvement. In turn, 
you will have greater confidence that students will more likely 
internalize learning and be able to relate and apply it to other 
experiences. 
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* Direct your comments or questions to individual students 
in your rounding-up conversations. At first some students 
may perceive your comments as criticisms and feel 
threatened. A good and effective way to solve this 
problem is to use the technique consistently and fairly with 
all students. 

Keep and eye out for sitters - the passive students in 
class. To obtain their participation during closure, inform a 
few of them ahead of time that they will be asked to explain 
the key points of the lesson. This is one sure way of 
gaining their attention during the lesson also. 

* Use a variety of rounding-up activities. For example, you 
might close the lesson with a story or a song and then ask 
students what it has to do with the lesson. Also try asking 
students for written evaluations of the lesson or listing of 
the key words or concepts, thus summarizing the lesson. 

Students could also be made to judge a lesson to be easy, 
moderate or hard, or rate it on a scale of 1 to 10, with 1 for 
least interest and understanding and 10 for highest. 

* A teacher may odcasionally use a game or a gimmick to 
make rounding up of lessons more interesting. For 
example, the teacher may divide the class into two groups 
and play a game of Noughts and Crosses. The teacher 
poses questions to each group (calling on specific 
students to answer - especially the sitters in the class) 
which test them on the key points/concepts of the lesson. 
Another alternative is to use true or false statements. If a 
student of a particular group answers correctly, the group 
will then be given the chance to place a noughVcross. The 
group which is able to get three noughts or crosses in a 
row in any direction wins. 
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(B) Homework Assignments 

Assigning homework is a common and familiar use of closure 
time. Homework has beer1 seen in many ways : as a task for those 
students having difficulty in a particular skill area; as an afterschool 
chance to finish incomplete work; or as an activity to keep a child 
busy at home. All of the above roles, unfortunately, put a negative 
cast on homework and learning! 

In a child's mind, only the not-so-bright, slow, or troublemaking 
child has to have homework. Homework, however, does not have to 
be filled with bad feelings and negative connotations. It can consist 
of a variety of activities, give students a sense of accomplishment, 
help them to apply and retain skills, and help them to explore areas 
of study in many different ways. 

To make homework more meaningful, teachers should try to 
make it as individualised as possible and assign it only when needed 
for practice, review, application and reinforcement of the lesson. The 
following variations can make homework more effective as closure to 
a lesson: 

* Incorporate your review into homework assignments. For 
example, "What did we learn today, Sue? Yes, we learnt 
how to find the area of figures. Please take home this 
worksheet containing a few story sums and try to find the 
areas of each mentioned figure." "Richard, what must you 
know before you can find the area of a figure? You're right, 
we first have to find out its length and its breadth and then 
only can we multiply them together to get the area." "Greg, 
if you don't understand the story sum right away, what will 
you do? Very good, you will draw the figure described in 
the story sum to help you understand it." 

* Work on the buddy system in class, pairing up students of 
equal ability. When there is no one at home to check their 
homework assignments, buddies can compare results by 
phone or meet each other. The responsibility of helping 
another learn can enhance a child's own understanding. 
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* Provide alternative assignments to arouse interest and 
stretch thinking. Your assignments might be : "Make a list 
of the different types of houses found in Singapore and 
see if you can write the reasons as to why flats are the 
most common type of housing in Singapore. Or, pick one 
type of house and make a model or a drawing of it. Then 
describe it and write about the materials used in 
constructing such a house. Also name two other countries 
where such a type of house may also be found." 

(C) Quick Quiz Evaluations 

Such quizzes should be made simple enough so that, in 5 to 8 
minutes, students can take the test, self-correct it and analyse their 
progress. Evaluation of the results will help the teacher decide 
whether the class needs more work on a concept or whether just a 
few students need remedial work. 

Help students to realise that it is not constructive in the long run 
to proceed if they have not mastered the concepts that the new 
material will build on. Furthermore, these mini-tests should be 
administered in a non-threatening way by emphasizing what they tell 
students about their own understanding of the topic. 

Try adopting these various techniques when administering 
quick quiz evaluations: . 

* Explore a variety of quiz formats, such as the written quiz 
or reading aloud truelfalse or multiple choice'questions. 
After grading the papers as a class, time should be 
allowed for students to analyse their progress and also for 
the teacher to evaluate how well students did on the whole 
and how well they did question by question. Through such 
an analysis, the teacher will then be able to spot the 'fuzzy' 
or unclear areas in the lesson for remedial work. 

* Have students be testers occasionally. The class may be 
divided into two or more groups : One group questions 
while the other answers. Through teacher observation and 
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analysis of students questions and answers, the teacher 
will be able to evaluate students' grasp of the concepts 
taught in the lesson. Analysis of the questions formed by 
students will also be a good indication of whether students 
are clear about what constitutes the main points/concepts 
in a lesson. 

* Try cross-subject testing. For example, test for closure in 
a science lesson on the different sizes and shapes of 
leaves by asking students to make art projects on leaf 
printing or leaf pressings using leaves of various sizes and 
shapes, or check on students' knowledge of the various 
historical sites and monuments as discussed in their 
Social Studies lesson by encouraging thern to write a letter 
to their pen-pal overseas informing himlher of some of the 
tourist attractions in Singapore. 

(D) Extensions 

Extending a lesson works best when students have already 
internalized the basic concepts. Extensions build on these concepts 
to develop special talents,and interests, and demonstrate many ways 
of gaining information. 

These extension activities aim to provide students with activities 
for reinforcement and also help students to discover new avenues for 
expression and creativity: 

* Use round-up time to review how students can find out 
more about the topic. Teachers should inform students of 
the various sources they can refer to to obtain more 
information (example the library; newspaper articles; 
magazines; television programmes or documentaries; 
encyclopedias etc). 

* It would be useful for the teacher to jot down queries that 
arise during the lesson and then use them for discussion 
at the end of the lesson or ask volunteers to find the 
answers by doing some research on their own and then 
reporting their findings back to the class. 
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* Take advantage of spontaneous excitement. For example, 
a book on the art of paper folding (Origami) may tempt 
students to try learning the skill. Their products can then 
be used to decorate the classroom. 

(E) Applications 

The ultimate closure is when students are -able to apply new 
knowledge to a life situation. However this will take time as students' 
basic learning must first be consolidated before trying to relate what 
they have learnt to their own experiences. 

The following are some helpful application strategies that you 
may like to try: 

* Keeping an eye out for ordinary activities that can illustrate 
lessons. For example, boiling a pot of soup in class can 
reinforce a lesson about changes in the states of water; 
evaporation and condensation. 

* Encourage students to experiment on their own to test 
conclusions reached in class. For example, after doing a 
unit about taste, have students do an activity sheet asking 
parents to sample with their children a variety of favourite 
family foods that are either sweet, sour, salty or spicy. 
Identifying these flavours serves to reinforce classroom 
learning and help students realise that foods they enjoy 
are usually a combination of tastes. 

* Involve students in projects that help others. A lesson 
about world hunger from their Social Studies topic 'We 
Need Food', might end with students collecting food to 
distribute to the needy in Singapore or even overseas. 



22 Teaching and Learnlng 

Conclusion 

Of the five methods of closure discussed, application may be 
the most difficult type of closure, in part because you may be 
departing from traditional mastery activities. And this may result in 
disapproval by some parents. However one should remember that 
the whole point of educating children is to have students with 
exploring minds, able to think and reason, and to be able to stretch 
and combine talents, skills and knowledge to better understand the 
world. 

In selecting lesson closures, a teacher should take into 
consideration which methodlmethods are most appropriate for his/ 
her students depending on their level of ability and competency and 
also which methods are appropriate for the lesson to be taught. 
Teachers should try to use a variety of methods so as to sustain 
students' interest and active participation. 

Through the proper implementation of appropriate lesson 
closures, a teacher can be assured that, the lesson has been a 
success and come tomorrow during the review of the previous 
lesson, helshe will not be faced with a class of blank stares and 
vague answers again. 
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