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June is usually a time where I think most of us pause and 
plan for the next half of the year. For our student teachers, 
they will prepare for the final hurdle; the completion of their 
training with us. As full-fledged professionals, they will 
finally live out the Teachers’ Pledge they have committed 
to at the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremonies in July. 
 
NIE has helped to nurture their learning journey with many 
unique opportunities. For example, dialogue sessions with 
Singapore’s leadership on page 10 and the Service and 
Leadership Training programmes on page 20. Or the ten 
successful years of community outreach projects led by 
our student teachers highlighted on page 12. We look 
forward to many more heartwarming efforts that past and 
present cohorts have done to bring vibrancy to the NIE 
Community and beyond. 
 
It is our hope that every student teacher at NIE makes 
great strides as a professional who inspires students to 
reach their full potential every day. So we are particularly 
happy to include a Special Feature on the Caring Teacher 
Awards 2016. Let the centerfold on pages 16 to 17 show 
you how our alumni continue to be beacons in teaching 
passion and spirit at Singapore schools. 
 
On the Research front, we have made great strides in 
nurturing a culture of innovation; turn to pages 22 to 27 for 
some highlights. This edition also includes a researcher 
profile on the ninth E W Barker Professor, Professor Neil 
Armstrong, a renowned pediatric physiology and sports 
and health science academic from University of Exeter on 
pages 22 and 23. On pages 28 to 31, more news about a 
homecoming event and thank you messages from our 
Alumni family. 

To share a quote from the American humanitarian Ms 
Harriet Tubman: “Every great dream begins with a 
dreamer. Always remember, you have within you the 
strength, the patience, and the passion to reach for the 
stars to change the world.” 

Signing off as Guest Editor, I hope that the theme for this 
edition, Powering Passion, rekindles your drive to make 
even greater learning achievements to come. 

Guest Editor
Associate Professor Rebecca Ang  
Head, Psychological Studies Academic Group 
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1
Co-Editor, Ford Foundation Professor of Practice in International Education, 
and Director, International Education Policy Program, Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, Prof Fernando Reimers  

2
NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng as Lab Advisor

3
Contributor and Lab Leader, Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling; Co-Editor, Research 
Program Director, Global Education Innovation Initiative, Harvard Graduate 
School of Education, Dr Connie K Chung; and NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng

4
From left: Senior Education Counsel, Creative Associates International, Mr Cris 
Revaz; Co-Editor, Ford Foundation Professor of Practice in International 
Education, and Director, International Education Policy Program, Harvard 
Graduate School of Education, Prof Fernando Reimers; Former US Assistant 
Secretary of Education and current President of the Association for 
Supervision and Curriculum Development, Ms Deborah Delisle; Co-Editor, 
Research Program Director, Global Education Innovation Initiative, Harvard 
Graduate School of Education, Dr Connie K Chung; Illinois Teacher of the Year 
in 2007 and President of the Teacher of the Year Organisation, Mr Joe 
Fatheree; Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling; Assistant Secretary for International Affairs 
for the Department of Homeland Security and former California Secretary of 
Education, Mr Alan Bersin

NIE CONTRIBUTES TO NEW 
HARVARD EDUCATION PRESS BOOK
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

NIE celebrates the launch of a newly published book which 
includes a chapter on Singapore’s education system contributed 
by NIE Director, Professor Tan Oon Seng, and Head of 
Strategic Planning and Academic Quality, Associate Professor 
Low Ee Ling. 

Through a cross-national research collaborative established 
in 2013, a team of researchers from Chile, China, India, 
Mexico, the US and Singapore studied how national curricular 
policies of these six countries prioritise, define and support the 
teaching of the skills and competencies that students need to 
thrive in the 21st century. The collaboration culminated to the 
book, “Teaching and Learning for the Twenty-first Century: 
Educational Goals, Policies, and Curricula from Six Nations”, 
published by the Harvard Education Press.  

The chapters share each nation’s goal on how K-12 education 
institutions are equipping youth with the competencies 
necessary for life, work and civic participation in the 21st 
century. In chapter one, “Singapore’s Systemic Approach to 
Teaching and Learning Twenty-first-century Compentencies”, 
Prof Tan and Assoc Prof Low examine the systemic efforts that 
Singapore has taken to prepare students for the realities of the 
21st century global workplace and society. 

1

4
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For more information on the book, please visit http://hepg.org/hep-home/books/teaching-and-learning-for-the-twenty-first-century



NIE AT NTU OPEN HOUSE 2016
By Office of Teacher Education

1
NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng (right) engaging with visitors at the NIE Booth

2
Assoc Prof Liu Woon Chia (right), sharing more about the TSP programme 
with a group of ‘A’ level graduates

3
A group photo of NIE student ambassadors with Assoc Prof Chow Jia Yi 
(standing, left) and Mr Eric Yeo (front row, fourth from left) at the start of 
the day

4
Mr Sunny Sitoe (left), sharing the various international immersion programmes 
available to TSP students

5
Our students promoting NIE talks

CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT04
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3

The NTU Open House was held on 5 March 2016 this year. It was an exciting day full of sharing and 
interaction among visitors, staff and students. Visitors also had the opportunity to visit NIE campus and learn 
about various undergraduate research projects. NIE staff and students had an eventful day promoting its 
Bachelor of Arts (Education), Bachelor of Science (Education) and NTU-NIE Teaching Scholars Programme 
(TSP) to an estimated 14,000 visitors who came to NTU. Here are some picture highlights of the event: 

4
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6
Assoc Prof Yan Yaw Kai spoke about the various 
science specialisations and the exciting 
curriculum offered at NIE

7
Assoc Prof Ng Pak Tee delivered a talk on the TSP 
programme and shared his own personal account 
of his journey in policy and leadership

8
It was a busy day but NIE student ambassadors 
found time to have some fun too

9
Dr Trivina Kang hosting visitors during the 
campus tour, showcasing NIE undergraduate 
research projects

10
The NIE booth carried information of the degree 
and TSP programmes. Academic Subject 
specialisations were grouped into seven clusters 
to facilitate discussions between visitors 
and academics

6
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NIE AT AERA 2016
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

CORPORATE 
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The AERA Annual Meeting is one of the largest conference in the 
field of education research where international scholars and 
practitioners from around the world gather to connect and 
showcase the latest studies in a wide spectrum of education 
areas. Held from 8-12 April this year in Washington, D.C., NIE 
made its presence felt at the AERA Annual Meeting with its 
25-member strong team who attended various sessions and 
presented papers. NIE also hosted a reception on 9 April (for 
the first time since 2008) that saw some 200 international 
friends and colleagues join us for an evening of making new 
friends and renewing connections. These included some of 
our partners such as Dr Felice Levine, Executive Director, 
AERA; Prof Dennis Shirley, Boston College; Prof Fernando 
Reimers, Harvard Graduate School of Education; Dr Susan 
Fuhrman and Prof Lin Goodwin and their team from Teachers 
College, Columbia University; and many more. As we continue to 
build our network within the international arena, we take this 
opportunity once again to thank friends and colleagues for the success 
of the reception and we look forward to seeing everyone at AERA 2017! 
 





PROMINENT VISITORS
By Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality and Public, International and Alumni Relations

CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT08

Ms Montserrat Gomendio, the newly appointed Deputy Director
for Education and Skills, Organisation for Economic Co-operation
and Development (OECD) visited NIE on 18 March 2016. She
was accompanied by her husband Mr José Ignacio Wert,
Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Spain to OECD,
who was visiting in a personal capacity. 

Associate Professor Low Ee Ling, Head, Office of Strategic
Planning and Academic Quality and Associate Professor Ivy

Tan, Associate Dean, Office of Teacher Education, co-hosted
the guests on behalf of NIE Director, Professor Tan Oon Seng,
and gave a tour of NIE’s collaborative classrooms and the
Primary English Language Classroom that was facilitated by
the English Language and Literature Academic Group. The
guests were given an overview of NIE and Singapore’s initial
teacher preparation programmes. There were lively exchanges
between guests and hosts. 

A Personal Visit: 18 March 2016

TALIS Board Delegation Visit: 24 March 2016
Delegates from the Teaching and Learning Survey (TALIS)
Governing Board, hosted by the Ministry of Education from
22 to 23 March 2016. The TALIS delegates were interested
to learn more about how Singapore educates its teachers. NIE
Director, Professor Tan Oon Seng and members of senior
management hosted the group and enlightened the guests with
an overview of NIE and Singapore’s initial teacher preparation
and professional development programmes. The delegates
were also given a tour of NIE’s signature collaborative

classroom. Singapore participated in this important meeting,
which Mr Wong Siew Hoong, Director-General of Education,
Ministry of Education, was Singapore’s representative on the
Governing Board. TALIS aims to provide internationally
comparable information to help countries review policies for
developing a high-quality teaching profession. The visiting
delegates represented education systems in Australia,
Colombia, Japan, Norway and Turkey. 

From left: Assoc Prof Ivy Tan; Director, Research and Evaluation, Principal Specialist, Research and Curriculum, Ministry of Education, Dr Poon Chew Leng; Assoc 
Prof Low Ee Ling; Deputy Director for Education and Skills, OECD, Ms Montserrat Gomendio; Ambassador, Permanent Representative of Spain to OECD, Mr José 
Ignacio Wert; and Lead Research Specialist, International Benchmarking and Research, Corporate Office, Ministry of Education, Dr Ng Hui Leng

From left: Prof David Hung; Mr Chan Tee Miang; Prof Michael Chia; Prof Christine Goh; Director General, Colombian Institute for the Assessment of Education-
ICFES, Colombia, Ms Ximena Dueñas; Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling; Senior Adviser, Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology, Japan, Mr Shinichi 
Yamanaka; Head of Department, Norwegian Directorate for Education and Training, Norway, Ms Siv Hilde Lindstrøm; NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng; Branch 
Manager, Australian Department of Education and Training, Australia, Ms Chin Oon Ying; Senior Research Analyst, Ministry of Education, Ms Lin Huiyuan; Head of 
Research Development and Project Department, Ministry of National Education, Turkey, Mr İlkay Aydın; Deputy Director, Research and Evaluation, Planning 
Division, Ministry of Education, Mrs Susan Wee; NIE Principal Officer, Prof Paul Teng; and Assoc Prof Liu Woon Chia
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His Excellency General Dapong Ratanasuwan, the Minister of 
Education, Thailand and Southeast Asian Ministers of Education 
Organisation (SEAMEO) Council President led a delegation of 
officials from the Thai Ministry of Education to NIE on 14 March 
2016. Professor Paul Teng, Principal Officer welcomed the 
delegation and gave them an overview of NIE and the key 
functions the Institute plays in the Singapore education system. 
 

14 March 2016

NIE welcomed the visit on 17 March 2016 by Professor Stephan 
Andrews, Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Hong Kong 
(HKU), one of NIE’s Partner universities. In the meeting with 
Professor Michael Chia, Dean, Office of Faculty Affairs and 
Associate Professor Ivy Tan, Associate Dean, Practicum and 
Partnerships, Office of Teacher Education, both institutes 
expressed their excitement in the upcoming International 
Practicum exchange set to take place in 2016/2017. Professor 
Andrews also met with other colleagues in the Office of Teacher 
(OTE) and Office of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning (GPL) to explore other forms of collaboration between 
NIE and HKU. 

17 March 2016 

The Honourable C Bakkabulindi, the Minister of State for 
Sports, and his delegation from Uganda’s Ministry of Education, 
Science, Technology and Sports visited NIE on 28 March 
2016 as part of their study trip to Singapore. Hosted by 
Divisional Director, Corporate Planning and Development 
(CPD), Mr Chan Tee Miang, together with colleagues from 
Office of Teacher Education (OTE) and Office of Graduate 
Studies and Professional Learning (GPL). The Delegation was 
briefed on NIE’s work in teacher education and exchanged their 
views in this area. 

28 March 2016 

4

1
The Minister of 
Education, Thailand 
and SEAMEO Council 
president, His 
Excellency General 
Dapong Ratanasuwan 
(third from left); and 
Principal Officer, Prof 
Paul Teng (fourth from 
left), and senior Thai 
MOE officials

2
From left: Assoc Prof 
Ivy Tan; Dean, Faculty 
of Education, 
University of Hong 
Kong, Prof Stephan 
Andrews; Prof 
Michael Chia

3
From left: Assoc Prof 
Ivy Tan; and Assoc 
Prof Eddy Chong with 
Dean, Faculty of 
Education, University 
of Hong Kong, Prof 
Stephen Andrews

4
The Minister of State 
for Sports, The 
Honourable 
Bakkabulindi (sixth 
from left); and Mr Chan 
Tee Miang (seventh 
from left) with the 
delegation from 
Uganda’s Ministry of 
Education, Science, 
Technology and Sports 
and colleagues from 
OTE and GPL

1

2



A MORNING WITH 
EDUCATION LEADERSHIP
By Office of Teacher Education

CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT10

The Office of Teacher Education (OTE) has worked with 
REACH, Ministry of Communications and Information to 
organise dialogue sessions with key political leaders for 
graduating student teachers during the Beginning Teachers’ 
Orientation Programme (BTOP) since 2012. These dialogue 
sessions are part of the effort to engage student teachers in 
discussions on topics related to education and other key 
national issues. 

A dialogue session was held on 2 December 2015 between Mr 
Ng Chee Meng (pictured), Acting Minister for Education 
(Schools) and Senior Minister of State, Ministry of Transport and 
the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Physical Education) 
graduating student teachers. A total of 66 graduating student 
teachers from the January 2014 intake attended the session. 
Representatives from the Ministry of Education and REACH 
also attended the session. The student teachers found the 
dialogue session to be useful in helping them to understand 
some of the critical national issues such as population growth 
and the economy. 

This is the seventh session organised to facilitate conversations 
between graduating student teachers and key political leaders. 
Ministers who have helmed previous dialogue sessions were Mr 
Chan Chun Sing, Minister, Prime Minister’s Office and Dr Vivian 
Balakrishnan, Minister for Foreign Affairs. Previous dialogue 
sessions were held on 5 June 2015, 21 May 2015, 1 December 
2014, 10 June 2014, 29 November 2013 and 24 October 2012. 
OTE will continue to work with REACH to organise dialogue 
sessions with key leaders for the graduating student teachers. 
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1
From left: Guest-of-Honour, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Social and Family Development, Assoc Prof Muhammad Faishal 
Ibrahim (first); Chairman of Dr Ariff Ahmad Endowment Committee and former 
Parliamentary Secretary (Health and Culture), Mr Wan Hussin Zoohri (fifth); 
Assoc Prof Hadijah Rahmat (sixth); former President of the Republic of 
Singapore, Mr S. R. Nathan (seventh); NIE Principal Officer, Prof Paul Teng 
(ninth); with researchers from the University of Science, Malaysia (ninth to 
twelfth) and invited guests (second, third and eighth)

2
From left: Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and Ministry of Social 
and Family Development, Assoc Prof Muhammad Faishal Ibrahim unveils the 
two commemorative books, “Kurnia Alam” and “Pantun MAS”

The Muhammad Ariff Ahmad (MAS) Postgraduate Scholarship 
and Research Grant were introduced under NTU’s Dr 
Muhammad Ariff Ahmad Malay Studies Endowment Fund that 
was set up in 2009 to recognise the late Dr Muhammad Ariff 
Ahmad’s great contributions and life achievements that are  
significant to the development of Malay language, literature and 
culture, in Singapore and the region. 

Three recipients, Mr Muhd Jailani Abu Talip, Mdm Nor Hanisah 
Binte Saphari, Mr Suhaini Bin Sarikon and a team of four 
researchers from University of Science, Malaysia (USM) led by 
Professor Dr Zilfalil Alwi, Professor, School of Medical Science 
(USM) were the first to be awarded the MAS Postgraduate 
Scholarships and MAS Research Grant by NIE. The ceremony 
was held at the POD, National Library of Singapore, on 9 
April 2016.  

Special guest, Patron of Dr Muhd Ariff Ahmad Malay Studies 
Fund and former President of the Republic of Singapore, Mr S. 
R. Nathan, presented the four awards which are valued at 
S$55,000 in total. The sum comprises of S$10,000 to one 
recipient in Master Degree; S$15,000 each to two recipients in 
Doctor of Philosophy; and a sum of S$15,000 to a team of 
researchers in Research Grant. 

Guest-of-Honour, Associate Professor Muhammad Faishal 
Ibrahim, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Social and Family Development, launched the two 
commemorative books, “Kurnia Alam” and “Pantun MAS”. The 
latter, which was written by the late Dr Muhammad Ariff Ahmad, 
is a collection of traditional Malay poetry, (known as pantun) 
consists of 74 stanzas that was typed on his mobile phone 
before he passed away on 23 March 2016. A former mentee to 
the late scholar, Associate Professor Hadijah Bte Rahmat, 
Acting Head and Deputy Head at Asian Languages and 
Cultures Academic Group, NIE, had drawn from her life’s 
experiences that spanned over 15 years to compile the 71 
poems and personalised artwork for the book, “Kurnia Alam”. 

Proceeds from the sale of “Kurnia Alam” and “Pantun MAS” are 
donated to the MAS Endowment Fund. 

HONOURING THE LATE
DR MUHAMMAD ARIFF AHMAD
By Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

1
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SERVICE LEARNING DAY 2016
By Office of Teacher Education

CORPORATE 
DEVELOPMENT12

It was an occasion to remember on 18 February 2016 as Group 
Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) celebrated 10 years. 
52 groups of student teachers from the Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education (Primary, Secondary and Junior College), Degree 
and Diploma programmes shared and showcased their GESL 
projects at booths set up outside Lecture Theatre 1, NIE. 

The event’s Guest-of-Honour, Dr Janil Puthucheary, Minister of 
State, Ministry of Communications and Information and Ministry 
of Education encouraged the current batch to lead their future 
students in the spirit of service learning and inculcate positive 
values that will strengthen their social-emotional competencies. 

NIE Director, Professor Tan Oon Seng, praised the student 
teachers in reaching out to the community in many new and 
creative ways. It was his hope that the GESL experience would 
help them develop learner-centered values and a positive 
sense of teacher identity. Lastly, he gave his thanks to the 
various Academic Groups for their time and hard work in 
mentoring the student teachers during their GESL projects. 

Three groups’ projects from the cohort were highlighted: 

The first group collaborated with HealthServe to raise awareness 
about the contributions of migrant workers in Singapore. They 
visited English classes conducted for Bangladeshi workers as 
well as a clinic for injured Chinese workers to interact with them. 
Compiling interviews through these interactions, they created 
a comprehensive Character & Citizenship Education (CCE) 
lesson package that focused on volunteerism and the values of 
humility and care for migrant workers in Singapore. 

Diploma (Primary) Group 4 had an eye-opening experience 
at the 8th ASEAN Paralympic Games as facilitators and 
ambassadors of the event. The group was inspired by the 
exemplary spirit of the athletes during the Games, and 
learnt that with resiliency and perseverance, all challenges 
can be overcomed. 

Lastly, Diploma (Primary) Group 3 co-hosted the World 
Diabetes Day with Diabetes Society Singapore Prior to the 
event, student teachers served at mobile vans where 
diabetes checks were conducted for the public. An 

awareness drive was also carried out in NIE to share with fellow 
student teachers and staff on the 2 common health related 
issues - diabetes and obesity. 

Here’s to another 10 years of fruitful and positive growth for our 
student teachers through the unique GESL experience! 

2

3

1
Minister of State, Ministry of Communications and Information and Ministry of 
Education (fourth from left), Dr Janil Puthucheary, celebrating the occasion 
with NIE, staff and student teachers

2
From left: A student teacher (fourth) presents his group’s project to Assoc Prof 
Liu Woon Chia (first); NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng (second) and Minister of 
State, Ministry of Communications and Information and Ministry of Education 
Dr Janil Puthucheary

3
NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng (right), presents Minister of State, Ministry of 
Communications and Information and Ministry of Education Dr Janil 
Puthucheary with a token of appreciation

1
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1
From left: Acting Chancellor, Murdoch University, 
Mr Ross Holt; Prof Paul Teng and Acting Vice 
Chancellor, Murdoch University, 
Prof Andrew Taggart

2
Prof Paul Teng receiving his honorary Doctor of 
Science degree (HonDsc) from Acting Chancellor, 
Murdoch University, Mr Ross Holt

CONGRATULATIONS
By Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group 

NIE principal Officer, Professor Paul Teng (pictured above, middle) was Head of 
Natural Science and Science Education and later Dean, Office of Graduate studies 
and Professional Learning, before moving to his current appointment as Principal 
Officer. Despite his heavy involvement in administration at NIE, Prof Teng remained 
committed and very prolific in his research area of food security. He is the author of an 
impactful book, “Bioscience Entrepreneurship in Asia: Creating Value with Biology”, 
which was published in 2008. His ideas and influence can also be seen through his 
active involvement and contributions to the international community on food security, 
particularly in developing countries. World-renowned, he travels to meet people on 
the ground and also gives talks at numerous international meetings. Besides 
contributing internationally, Prof Teng is also Adjunct Senior Fellow at RSIS’ Centre for 
Non-Traditional Security Studies (NTS Centre) and Advisor to its Food Security 
Programme, NTU.  

For his life-time commitment and work in the area of science, Prof Paul Teng was 
conferred an honorary Doctor of Science degree (HonDSc) by Australia’s Murdoch 
University on 13 March 2016. This honorary Doctor of Science degree is recognition 
of his outstanding achievements and contributions in the area of food security, and 
also for his service as a Commissioner on the Second Murdoch Commission, 
Australia. Prof Teng’s brilliance and innovative efforts in research and teaching have 
made him a thought leader in the complex field of food security. His recent endeavours 
have focused on regional food security initiatives, such as inclusive agri-business and 
sustainable agricultural production in ASEAN and Asia. As a community, NIE 
celebrates Prof Teng’s success and is honoured by his achievements. Congratulations 
Prof Teng! 
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NIE RECIPIENTS OF NTU NANYANG 
AWARDS 2015
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

CORPORATE 
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NIE extends her warmest congratulations to our colleagues who have been conferred the Nanyang 
Education Award for School, College and University level. A total of seven outstanding individuals have been 
recognised for their dedicated service, excellent teaching practices and enriching the learning experiences 
of their students through their enthusiasm, care and close rapport. 

The five winners are:
 
Nanyang Education Award (University – Silver)
• Associate Professor Ng Pak Tee, Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group

Nanyang Education Award (College)
• Associate Professor Augustine Tan, Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group

Nanyang Education Award (School) 
• Associate Professor Chow Jia Yi, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group
• Associate Professor Chen Wenli, Learning Sciences and Technologies Academic Group
• Assistant Professor Cheung Yin Ling, English Language and Literature Academic Group

The Awards Ceremony held at the Nanyang Auditorium on 8 March 2016 was in conjunction with the 
“Celebrate NTU” and was presided by President, Professor Bertil Andersson, and Provost, Professor Freddy 
Boey, Nanyang Technological University. 

Associate Professor Augustine Tan 
Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group

To be an educator today is both demanding and challenging. I need passion, 
commitment, care and resilience to be successful in ensuring that my students 
have learnt. There are three ways that I have used to motivate myself to teach 
well. Firstly, I see myself as a “value-inspired” teacher. I believe that my teaching 
has a great value which benefits all my students and its value has a positive 
ripple effect. Secondly, I keep myself motivated by maintaining a positive 
attitude at all times. The right positive attitude as a passionate and caring 
teacher can bring out the true greatness in students and fellow colleagues. I am 
still learning from my senior mentors. Lastly, my motivation to teach comes 
directly from my students with all their learning abilities and challenges, and 
socio-emotional issues. I learn from them so that I can teach them better. If my 
students have been inspired and become active learners, good citizens, and 
contented people, I am happy. 

Associate Professor Ng Pak Tee
Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group

Teaching is the human enterprise of paying it forward. I have benefitted from my 
teachers’ labour. I hope my students benefit from mine. I am grateful to receive 
an award. But the greater reward is to have the privilege of educating a fraternity 
of educators who build others through their leadership, work and lives. I would 
like to encourage them to walk a path not easily travelled, with love, courage and 
resilience. I am also grateful to be able to work with like-minded NIE colleagues 
who give their all to develop the next generation of educators. 
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Associate Professor Chow Jia Yi 
Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

I am deeply honoured to be conferred the Nanyang Education Award (School), 
especially when there are so many excellent educators in NIE who are 
deserving of this award. I still have so much to learn from them. In my view, an 
excellent educator must have the welfare of the students at heart. When the 
focus is on the students, the rest of the pieces will automatically fall into place. 
For example, you will explore the most meaningful approaches to engage the 
students and find creative platforms to make difficult concepts come alive. I am 
mindful to constantly explore new and meaningful new ways to better engage 
and inspire my students. I continue to challenge myself by moving out of my 
comfort zone to explore and to experiment with different teaching approaches. 
My focus is on setting purposeful constraints for my students to shape their own 
learning so that their experience can self-emerge without me being overly 
prescriptive in their learning journey. The most satisfying outcome is to really 
see how my students become responsible for their learning and begin to pursue 
academic excellence independently. Importantly, it gives me great pleasure to 
see how the students grow as individuals in their journey to become effective 
teacher leaders. 

Assistant Professor Cheung Yin Ling
English Language and Literature Academic Group

Good writing teachers actively seek out fresh ideas and inject them into their 
classroom teaching. Teaching academic writing, for example, the writing of 
research papers and theses, to university students is a challenging task and 
introducing innovations can be non-trivial. Nevertheless, as a writing teacher, I 
strive to identify and add effective innovative elements in all of my writing 
courses, motivated often by curiosity to find out how the new methods can be 
made to work in my own contexts and the promise of satisfaction when they do 
work in helping me and my students. 

Associate Professor Chen Wenli 
Learning Sciences and Technologies Academic Group

Beyond delivering content, I have been making efforts to inspire my students to 
discover the sheer joy of learning and achieve personal growth that springs from 
the learning experience. I have designed interactive and collaborative learning 
environment that encourages different voices and perspectives and thereby 
promotes higher order thinking. I believe that an excellent educator must have 
an engaging personality and teaching style that motivates students to work at 
their best level.  



SPECIAL 
FEATURE16

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

As aptly noted by Dr Nick Aplin (pictured, right) Chairman of the 
CTA 2016 Organising Committee, the diversity of winners is a 

great testament to the impressive pool of talent in our teaching 
annals and NIE alumni family. From professionals who have 
taught for over 30 years to those who started just several 
years ago, they personify some of our national education’s 
warmest outcomes. Even the rousing cheers and students 
and aprants in attendance at the ceremony reveal just how 
extraordinary these teachers are.  

NIE congragulates all winners and we look forward to 
many more inspiring teachable moments to come! 

Testifying to the indomitable spirit of our teaching professionals 
here, the biennial Caring Teacher Awards reaped more than 
1,100 entries from over 230 schools. This culminated to a 
celebration of 14 outstanding individuals who were recognised 
as national category winners on 31 March 2016. A landmark 
ceremony that the NIE Community, in partnership with 
ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd and supported by the Ministry 
of Education, says continues to draw strong attention even at 
its 11th cycle and almost two decades since its inception. 

Guest-of-Honour, Associate Professor Muhammad Faishal 
Ibrahim, Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education and 
Ministry of Social and Family Development added: “Education 
seeks to cultivate the range of latent skills and attributes within 
the individual. It aims to create a complete person, one who can 
channel his energy – simultaneously – towards altruism and to his 
own personal needs for self-enhancement.” 
 

ENERGY

1

1
From left: Ms Liow Pei Xian; Ms Wong Ling Yan; 
Ms Lee Han, Ms Liu Lee Choo Sharon; Ms Nur 
Janna Binte Othman; Mdm Janet Poh; NIE Director, 
Prof Tan Oon Seng; Parliamentary Secretary, 
Ministry of Education and Ministry of Social and 
Family Development, Assoc Prof Muhammad 
Faishal Ibrahim; Chairman and Managing Director, 
ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd, Mr Gan Seow 
Kee; Mr Yong Kwon Seng, Mr Mohamed Faizal 
Abdul Salam; Ms Elaine Ong Li Mei; Ms Noor Haida 
Binte Mohd Jakaria; Ms Santha d/o Selva Raju; and 
Mdm Noriyanti Bte Yunos

2
From left: Chongzheng Primary School teacher 
and CTA 2016 (National Winner), Ms Noor Haida 
(second) with friends and family

3
From left: Celebrating with Ms Janet Poh 
(standing, third) for her CTA 2016 National award 
were Yu Neng Primary School colleagues, friends 
and her past and present students

4
From left: Showing support for Ms Lee Han (third), 
CTA 2016 National winner, were Christ Church 
Secondary School colleague with family 
and friends

5
From left: Ms Santha Selva Raju (standing) with 
Innova Junior College colleague and students

”
“I myself have 

benefitted from the 
care shown to me by 
many teachers.
Mr Gan Seow Kee
Chairman and Managing Director, 
ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd 

”
“The Caring Teacher Awards aims to pay tribute to 

teachers who show care and concern for the holistic 
development of their students, and go the extra mile 
to ensure their charges grow up to be confident and 
independent learners.
Prof Tan Oon Seng
NIE Director
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BUILDING EDUCATIONAL BRIDGES 
By Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning and Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group

NIE welcomed the eighth cohort of United Kingdom (UK) 
participants for the Building Educational Bridges (BEB): 
Innovation for School Leaders Programme from 29 February to 
4 March 2016. This is part of a strategic collaboration between 
the Department for Education and the British Council, UK and 
the National Institute of Education, Singapore. 10 Singaporean 
Principals and 10 British Head Teachers participated in this 
educational learning experience and exchange programme. 
Through talks, school visits, deep conversations in groups and 
pair coaching sessions, participants learn about the two 
educational systems and forged strong professional networks. 

The BEB (UK/Singapore) 2015/2016 ended on a high note on 3 
March 2016 with a closing dinner that was attended by 
Director-General of Education, Ministry of Education (MOE), 
Mr Wong Siew Hoong (pictured above, seated, seventh 
from left); Deputy Director-General of Education (Schools) 
and Director of Schools, MOE, Ms Low Khah Gek 
(pictured above, seated, fifth from left); Deputy High 
Commissioner and Political Counsellor, British High 
Commission Singapore, Ms Alexandra McKenzie 
(pictured above, seated, eighth from left); Zonal 
Director of Schools (North) and Director, Leadership 
Development, MOE, Ms Low Yoke Kiew (pictured 

above, seated, third from left); NIE Director, Professor Tan Oon 
Seng (pictured above, seated, tenth from left); Dean, Office of 
Graduate Studies and Professional Learning, NIE, Professor 
Christine Goh (pictured above, seated, eleventh from left); with 
the 20 BEB participants and their facilitators. 

CORPORATE 
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From left: Deputy Director-General of Education 
(Schools) and Director of Schools, Ms Low Khah 
Gek, presents Head Teacher of Newlands Primary 
School, UK, Mr Carl McCarthy (right), with MOE’s 
50th anniversary commemorative book “Many 
Pathways One Mission - 50 Years of Singapore 
Education” at the end his visit to MOE



1
Deputy Principal (Development), ITE College Central, Mr Suresh Natarajan 
(extreme right), showing the BEB participants from the UK and Singapore the 
retail training facilities at ITE College Central and explaining how his students 
learn in an authentic setting

2
Regional Director and Executive Principal, Eliot Foundation, UK, Mr Travis 
Latham, interacting with students in a mathematics classroom during the visit 
to Northland Primary School

At the closing dinner, Mdm Tay Siok Hwa, Principal of Hua Yi 
Secondary School, captured the essence of the programme 
when she reflected: “The BEB programme has not only afforded 
us a better understanding of the respective education systems, 
policies and challenges faced by educators in UK and 
Singapore, but it also allowed us to identify common challenges 
and practices. We have complex roles to play in our schools and 
I would like to applaud them for their resilience and 
resourcefulness in building strong schools amidst many 
challenges. We closely examined our two systems through a 
combination of talks, exchanges and visits that provided unique 
insights into the thinking and beliefs of school leaders and 
key stakeholders in education. We understand our respective 
systems, policies and challenges better now. The BEB 
experience has given us new found motivation to make the most 
of the resources and opportunities available to us for the future of 
our students. We aspire to bring our schools to greater heights.” 

Mr Carl McCarthy from Newlands Primary School, UK, shared 
similar positive learning experiences and interactions through 
the BEB. He shared: “The programme has enabled me to fully 
appreciate the commitment to student-centric, values driven 
education promoted in the Singapore education system. In 
addition, I have developed a greater understanding of the 
pedagogy, thinking and support that helps teachers to translate 
strategic planning into clear, positive outcomes for all children.  I 
have benefitted from the programme, gaining a renewed 
enthusiasm for mathematics which has allowed me to begin the 
process of trying to inspire others about the Singapore 
approach at my own school and the wider education sector 
overall.  I have been inspired through learning that will truly last 
a lifetime.” 

1

2

19



LEADERS IN THE MAKING
By Office of Teacher Education

CORPORATE 
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The Service and Leadership Training (SALT) programme stems 
from NIE’s goal to provide its student teachers with a unique 
opportunity for both personal development and international 
exposure in interdisciplinary training through overseas 
immersion experience. While engaging a local community 
overseas, participants will explore different facets of leadership 
which include planning and execution of the trip. Participants 
will also immerse in the experience of working independently 
and in teams to create meaningful learning experiences. This 
experiential programme is organised annually in an overseas 
setting and serves to meet the following objectives: 

• Create opportunities to develop leadership qualities;
• Provide overseas service learning exposure;
• Provide bonding opportunities among participants;
• Provide overseas learning experiences in the ASEAN region

For the inaugural edition of SALT, 21 Degree student teachers 
and 3 staff from Office of Teacher Education (OTE) traveled to 
Phong Thanh commune (village), Vietnam from 27 February 
to 4 March 2016 to work with students and teachers in the 
village schools. 

During the week-long immersion experience, the student 
teachers worked closely with five local schools (three Primary 
Schools, one Secondary School and one Kindergarden) from the 
commune. They taught English to the students using a variety of 
pedagogical approaches and tools. For example, the use of 
music, drama, visual aids featured prominently throughout the 
many lessons shared with the children from the schools. 

Ms Amanda Chin (pictured, below), a Year one student teacher, 
shared one thing that she had learnt: “Be courageous and step 
out of your comfort zone - sometimes your true threshold is 
much higher than what you perceive it to be.” 

Mr Bryson Lam (pictured, above), a Year two student teacher, 
also highlighted that he had to be adaptable to engage the 
students effectively. There were times, before and during the 
trip, when he felt things could have been done in a particular 
way. However, he learnt that there are many factors beyond his 
control and it was more important to work with, and not against, 
the flow. 

On the last day at the commune, our student teachers also 
visited local homes and celebrated the rich cultural exchange 
with our Vietnamese friends as part of the SALT experience. 

Although it was only a week in the commune, our student 
teachers had certainly left a deep imprint in the lives of the local 
students. It was especially difficult for the children in the village 
and the student teachers to bid farewell to one another after a 
week of meaningful engagement in the schools. The student 
teachers are already planning to go back to the commune in 
2017 and hopefully, more student teachers from NIE can build 
on the strong foundation and partnership that have been 
established with our Vietnamese partners. 
 

1
The student teachers agreed that 
this was one of the best 
teaching experiences

2
The trip provided great opportunities 
to hone their pedagogical approaches 
at the village schools

3
Mr Lishanth Thangavelu (right) 
presenting a bag of groceries to a 
representative from the Phong 
Thanh Commune

1

2

3





AN ADVOCATE OF YOUTH SPORTS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations and Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group
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It is an area that he is very passionate about; one that he shares 
was stemmed from his experience as a physical education 
teacher. “When I was teaching, I realised at one point that we 
were not taught about how sports affected the physical and 
mental conditions of youth. It seemed that people were overly 
concerned on results and did not take the overall well-being (of 
a youth) into consideration. This was especially prevalent in the 
competitive sports front. As a former football player who played 
at the Under-15 professional level, I can relate greatly to this,” 
he said. 

It proved to be the spark that would fuel his passion in Paediatric 
Physiology and Sports and Health Sciences. Turning down an 
illustrious opportunity to become a football professional, Prof 
Armstrong pursued his PhD and Higher Doctorate (Dsc). He 
then joined the University of Exeter and initiated the study of 
sport science. At the same time, he formed a research team and 
conducted extensive studies, one of which was the study of low 
levels of physical inactivity among youth. It became the first 
research to gain widespread public attention; in fact, the phrase 
‘couch potatoes’ was coined by the media to describe the 
data produced. 

When topics related to youth physical education are discussed, you can be certain that 
Professor Neil Armstrong’s name will be in the mix. Hailing from the University of Exeter 
in England, Prof Armstrong is one of the pioneers in paediatric physiology. His research, 
which stretches up to 30 years, focuses on analysing youth physical activity and fitness, 
be it casual or professional. 

Since then, Prof Armstrong’s work has seen him authoring 
seven books and over 300 academic publications and winning 
numerous accolades. These include being the first scientist to 
be awarded Fellowship of the British (FBASES), European 
(FECSS) and American (FACSM) Colleges of Sports Medicine/ 
Science. In the international sports scene, he oversaw the 
development of the International Olympic Committee guidelines 
for training elite young athletes. Over the last twenty years, he 
has chaired numerous International Expert Committees that 
focuses on the promotion of children’s sport, fitness and health. 

In recognition of his immense contributions to sport and 
exercise medicine, Prof Armstrong was conferred the first 
(and to date, the only) Queen’s Anniversary Prize for Higher 
Education. This prestigious award was presented to him by Her 
Majesty The Queen at Buckingham Palace. 

One growing concern that Prof Armstrong faces currently is the 
health problems that professional athletes may face as a result 
of starting their sporting careers at a young age. These include 
higher stress levels, heart problems and obesity. “The numbers 
do not make for good reading. However, this gives me impetus 

Prof Neil Armstrong (left) and Assoc Prof Govindasamy Balasekaran (right), Head, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group
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to highlight these problems to the world because it is important 
that we know how to take care of our youth and the future 
generations to come,” he said. 

Speaking in front of NIE academics and student teachers as the 
ninth E W Barker Visiting Professor on 15 March 2016, Prof 
Armstrong gave a public presentation that analysed children’s 
physical activity and the potential impact of scientific data on 
school physical education. He stressed how sport should be 
enjoyed thoroughly by everyone and also urged them not to be 
blinded by the monetary rewards that professional sports offer.

”

“The role of sport should 
promote the well-being of 
every child and not treat them 
as commodities. It is my hope 
that future physical education 
teachers can gear their 
lessons to make it lively and 
enjoyable for their students. 
Prof Neil Armstrong
Ninth E W Baker Visiting Professor 

NIE will be hosting the 12th International Conference of the 
Learning Sciences from 20 to 24 June 2016. The theme will be 
‘Transforming Learning, Empowering Learners’ and will focus 
on bringing the educational gaze back to the commitment of the 
learning sciences to provide a more insightful understanding of 
how people learn. The conference also aims to bring together 
learning scientists to adjudicate various academic renditions of 
how people learn and institute further inquiry that encourages 
deep and probing examination of the nexus of instruction and 
learning as well as the roles of technology in educational 
practice. There will also be a book display at the NIE Library in 
conjunction with the conference. 

For more information, please visit 
https://www.isls.org/icls/2016/index.html 

From 1 to 3 July 2016, the 9th Australian Skill Acquisition 
Research Group (ASARG) Annual Meeting will be taking place 
at NIE. ASARG aims to develop potential postgraduate 
students, promote skill acquisition and motor control, and to 
establish network links across the countries. It provides a 
supportive environment that encourages undergraduate and 
honours students to further their study, and also provide 
research opportunities for the Postgraduate students. 

For more information, please contact Associate Professor 
Chow Jia Yi at jiayi.chow@nie.edu.sg  

CAMPUS NEWS

Prof Neil Armstrong mingling with the audience 
during a public lecture at Sport Singapore
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NEW COLOMBO PLAN SCHOLARS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

It was an insightful and enjoyable overseas experience for Mr 
Liam Brownlie (pictured left, on left) and Mr Ashley Blythe 
(pictured left, on right), two young Australian science students 
who completed a one month internship in January 2016 at 
NIE. The pair were under a scholarship programme called the 
New Colombo Plan, which is an initiative by the Australian 
Government that supports undergraduates to study and 
undertake internships in the Indo-Pacific region.  

Assigned to Professor Xu Shuyan of the Natural Sciences and 
Science Education (NSSE) Academic Group, Liam and Ashley 
spent most of their time at the Plasma Sources and Applications 
Centre assisting him in various project works. One of which was 
on the experimental and theoretical understanding of the 
advanced light management and energy band-gap tuning 
through quantum confinement in the development of a single 
crystal silicon nano-pyramid solar cell. 

This particularly interested Liam, who plans to pursue a career 
in the solar cell industry upon graduation. It also surprised him 
that Prof Xu gave Ashley and him a lot of freedom to conduct 
independent research. “The professional setting at the centre 
really impressed me and helped me to gain new knowledge and 
also invaluable insights about the industry,” he added. 

Ashley echoed his sentiments and praised the high level of 
intense research work conducted at NIE. The 21-year-old said: 
“I enjoy doing research science so I was glad that I was able to 
do so much during my stint. If the opportunity arises, I will 
definitely consider returning to NIE to try new research work.” 

The news is surely music to Prof Xu’s ears, who shared 
that NIE had already been approached by his Australian 
counterparts to be the academic host for future recipients of the 
New Colombo Plan scholars. “I was very delighted with Liam 
and Ashley who are two talented scholars with highly focused 
research interests and learning objectives. It is also testament 
to NIE’s international standing.” 

1

2

1
Kudos to our colleagues from NSSE for making Mr Liam Brownlie And Mr 
Ashley Blythe’s stay an enjoyable one

2
Under the tutelage of Prof Xu Shuyan (right), the students gained invaluable 
scientific knowledge
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Undergraduate Research Experience on CAmpus (URECA) 
is a selective university-wide research programme which 
focuses on cultivating research culture among NTU’s 
most able undergraduates. On completion of URECA, these 
undergraduates are awarded the coveted title of NTU 
President Research Scholar (NTU PRS). 
 
In Academic Year 2015-16, 16 NIE student teachers participated 
in URECA for the first time. This is one of the opportunities 
provided as part of NIE’s enhanced Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
/ Bachelor of Science (Education) programme. URECA allows 
student teachers to gain first-hand research experience by 
working closely with NTU/NIE faculty to enhance their 
pedagogical knowledge and skills. 

On 11 March 2016, student teachers showcased their work at 
Discover URECA@ NTU Poster Exhibition and Competition. 
They displayed posters, shared and presented their research 
findings to faculty members as well as fellow undergraduates. 

Mr Noah Zhang shared on how he could better engage his 
students in geography by tapping on the affordances of 
technology and he shared this, “The URECA Programme has 
been a rigorous, but also a defining experience for me. It was 
undoubtedly a first-hand glimpse into some of the intrinsic 
benefits – and challenges – ICT brings to Geography teachers. 
It struck me how vibrant the research culture is in NTU, and it 
was my utmost privilege to be part of it.”  

Professor Xu Shuyan, from the Natural Sciences and Science 
Education Academic Group, supervised Mr Muhammad Wisnuh 
Aggriawan Bin Rohaizat who emerged the Overall Winner in 
the Mechanical and Aerospace category at the Discover 
URECA@ NTU Poster Exhibition and Competition 2016. He 
said: “Through URECA, my students has a feel of what real 
research is like and understands how collaboration among 
people with knowledge from various fields will lead to innovation 

and creativity. My experience with URECA has been immensely 
exciting and fulfilling.” 

Mr Chua Jia Xun, one of the student teachers from the 
Bachelor of Science (Education) programme, had a meaningful 
experience at URECA. He shared, “Not only could I apply 
concepts in class as a future educator, my URECA experience 
has been especially meaningful. Not only could I apply concepts 
learnt in class, I could also see the significance of my project in 
helping future students learn science. Overall, my URECA 
journey has been great!” 
 

CULTIVATING RESEARCH CULTURE
By Office of Teacher Education

From left: Our Bachelor of Arts (Education) and Bachelor of Science (Education) student teachers, Ms Dian Farhana Binte Zulkifli Kaspari; Mr Seetaram Panday; Ms 
Cheak Yen Hui; and Mr Noah Zhang with Ms Cheak Yen Hui’s poster exhibition 

”

“Our student was interested in 
both her majors (English 
Language and Mathematics), 
so my colleague and I worked 
with her to design a research 
project on Disciplinary Literacy 
that involves a linguistic 
analysis of the discourse of 
trainee Mathematics teachers. 
It has been an enjoyable 
learning journey for all of us.
Associate Professor Ramona Tang
English Language and Literature Academic Group
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INSTRUCTIONAL DESIGN MARATHON 
By Public, International and Alumni Relations and Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group 

The title brings to light the longstanding mathematics 
instructional design work between co-investigators from the 
National Institute of Education (NIE) and Bukit View 
Secondary School. 

Some eight years ago, the purpose of the initiative began in 
earnest to conduct research by developing “Replacement Units” 
of mathematics lessons that would help students in the Normal 
Academic stream to improve in their learning of the subject. 

Assistant Professor Leong Yew Hoong, together with a team 
of Co-Principal Investigators from the Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education Academic Group (MME), Associate 
Professor Tay Eng Guan and Dr Yap Sook Fwe, and from the 
Psychological Studies Academic Group, Dr Quek Khiok Seng, 
intended that the research should not be a quick fix but one that 
grows a body of knowledge. 
 
This purpose has persevered well with better-than-expected 
results. He adds: “We have to date designed some eight 
instructional units together with the mathematics teachers of 
the school.”  

From the years of research and data, Asst Prof Leong and his 
collaborators have built an important dossier of the students’ 

achievement scores and their responses with respect to the 
disciplinary norms of mathematics. The fruits of this exchange 
extended far beyond their initial estimates as the MME 
academic noted how unique the project is. 
 
“It is not easy to find research projects involving a close working 
relationship between university professors and school teachers 
over a relatively long period of time,” he explains, “we think that 
to bring about sustained impact in terms of change in the quality 
of mathematics teaching in the classroom, working with schools 
over a long period of time is a necessary condition. The results 
are not confined to one level but they spread over all the Normal 
Academic year levels in the school.” 

No fancy methods were employed to derive results, only design 
experimentation like iterative cycles of refining the educational 
design to suit the students. Asst Prof Leong and NIE team 
worked closely with the teachers to see how the design – which 
includes ready-to-use in-class materials, fulfil the instructional 
objectives of the teachers. The design process was supported 
by a teacher development model that strengthens the 
sustainability of the innovations. 

Asst Prof Leong added: “We target a cultural shift in the way 
teachers conceive what mathematics is and how it is to be 
presented to students. This will in turn have a direct effect on 
how students perceive mathematics and how they are to learn it 
in the classroom.” 

From left: Dr Yap Sook Fwe; Ms Karen Toh; Dr Quek Khiok Seng; Asst Prof Leong Yew Hoong; Assoc Prof Tay Eng Guan and Mr Tong Cherng Luen
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TECH TOOLS FOR LEARNING 
By Office of Education Research

The eduLab is an MOE-NIE initiative supported by the 
National Research Foundation which assists with schools’ 
efforts to tap on technology for learning, and to surface and 
spread ground-up Interactive Digital Media (IDM)-enriched 
pedagogical innovations. 

One of eduLab’s project, “WiREAD: Enhancing students 21st 
century skills in English Literacy through a web-based 
collaborative reading and learning analytics environment”, is 
a collaboration with Ngee Ann Secondary School – one 
of the eight “schools of the future” under the MOE’s 
FutureSchools programme.  

A web-based reading and learning analytics programme, 
WiREAD is used for subjects such as English to develop 
students’ critical reading skills. Students use their mobile 
devices to read uploaded materials that cover a myriad of 
topics, before critically examining the texts and sharing their 
answers online with their classmates. 
 

It first started out as a pilot programme in a Secondary 3 class 
last year and will go on a level-wide adoption this year in Ngee 
Ann Secondary School. 

Another example of a tech tool introduced by eduLab is an online 
annotation tool for analysing visual text. Students from Jurong 
West Secondary School use this tool for the English subject to 
analyse the visual text of, for example, advertisements. 

Through their analysis, they attempt to decipher the 
connections between visuals and text, and their interpretations 
can be viewed in real time by their fellow classmates. This 
fosters an environment for discussion and allows students to 
attain a consensus on the subject of discussion. 

Feedback from teachers and students alike have been positive, 
and teachers have also undergone training and mentoring 
sessions as part of their professional development to help them 
tap on technology for teaching and learning. 
 

EDUCATIONAL REFLECTIONS 
NIE played host to a group of Massachusetts education leaders from 12 to 13 October 2015. The 
delegation was led by Prof Fernando M. Reimers, Ford Foundation Professor of Practice of 
International Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education, who penned reflections of their visit. 
These have been published in a new book titled “Fifteen Letters on Education in Singapore” which 
includes contributions by NIE Director, Professor Tan Oon Seng, and Associate Professor Low Ee 
Ling, Head, Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality 

A free version of publication can be found at: http://bit.ly/24OJFCh 



CONGRATULATIONS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

Our heartiest congratulations to the 2016 winners of the 
Caring Teacher Awards. Here are some words of 
encouragement from the winners of 2014:
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Mdm Maznah Binte Yusak
Chongzheng Primary School
Congratulations to all winners of the Caring Teacher Awards 
2016! Being conferred the award is indeed honourable but it 
comes with great responsibility. It marks the beginning of yet 
another exciting and meaningful journey of caring and 
learning. Be open to all possibilities, as every child we meet is 
a blessing and an opportunity for us to learn and grow.  As a 
teacher, the impact we have on a child is really tremendous, 
especially those with a challenging and deprived background. 
Be sincere, genuine and take pride in all that we do.  Whilst we 
may touch and make that little difference to them, they will in 
turn impact us in ways we’ll never imagine! 

Ms Corrine Zhu
Anderson Junior College
Congratulations to all fellow educators! 
May this award remind us all of the heart 

of education - the child. In each interaction 
with our students, may we always choose 

to empathise, encourage their efforts and 
empower them to take positive actions!

Ms Stephanie Ong Fang Hui
Singapore Chinese Girls School

Congratulations dear 2016 CTA winners! 
May this moment be an affirmation of the 
good work you have done, and more 
importantly, keep you going in this journey 
especially during the tough times. It is 
really hard work to do ‘heart’ work – may 

you strive on to impact more lives! 



“
”

“

”

Mr Taranpal Singh
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Physical Education), 
Class of 2014 

My journey through NIE was a wonderful and humbling 
experience. Before writing these words of gratitude, I consulted 
some friends who studied with me at the Physical Education 
and Sports Science (PESS) faculty. I wanted this piece of 
writing to encompass the feelings of the 2014 graduating batch. 
After much deliberation, we decided to thank the following 
educators for changing our lives and inspiring us to be the best 
that we can be in the teaching profession. 

1. Associate Professor Vivien Huan, Office of Teacher 
Education: “Prof Huan” (pictured, right), as she is affectionately 
called, taught us Educational Psychology. With her reputation 
preceding her, the moment she stepped into class on the very 
first day, we cheered knowing we were extremely fortunate to 
have her as our tutor. Her wisdom and excellence in subject 
matter was equally matched by her humility. She never stood 
above us. Instead, Prof Huan always spoke to us as equals and 
showed us that she could achieve great results by allowing her 
students the space to grow. Prof Huan was always available 
when we needed additional help and showed concern for every 
single one of us. 

2. Dr John Tan Cher Chay, Physical Education 
and Sports Science Academic Group: Dr Tan 
taught us Anatomy and Biomechanics. With the 
gait of John Wayne, Dr Tan himself is a gun 
slinging old-timer who has an uncanny ability by 
which he engages his students. He is calm and 
composed, with a great sense of humour. 
Teaching us an extremely content heavy 

subject, Dr Tan had the ability to break things down into simple 
to understand concepts. Great at analogies, Dr Tan ensured we 
understood the principles, so that we could apply the concepts 
at school when we teach our students. He taught us how to use 
technology to help our students improve their own performance. 
Outside of class, Dr Tan was always approachable and good 
fun to have at the lunch table. 

Amongst others we would always remember and be grateful for 
are Mrs Goh Lai Keun, Dr Tom Browne, Dr Zason Chian, Mr 
Azhar, Dr Chow Jia Yi, Mr Benjamin Tan, Dr Clara Tan, Dr 
Masato Kawabata, Mrs Sharon Aplin and Dr Adrian Kee. 

On behalf of the 2014 PESS cohort, we are eternally grateful!  

 

Mr Ng Kok Min
Bachelor of Science (Education), Class of 2013 

Engaging, supportive and authentic. These are three words that 
best described my experience at NIE. 

This is an environment where we felt empowered to learn. We 
could really feel the warmth when the lecturers and tutors say, 
“Is everything fine? Please feel free to book consultation slots 
and we can always discuss the queries together”. It was always 

reassuring that they were so willing to give their time to us. 
Although we may be worried of not being able to perform to our 
own expectations, the care which the lecturers and tutors 
showed towards us made us feel supported. I will never forget 
the excitement in the voice and body language of the lecturers 
and tutors when they have taught us something ‘classic’ and 
‘beautiful’ in the respective subject areas. The passion is 
infectious! They have really modelled to us the degree of impact 
an educator can make to his students. 

This is also a community where we feel “accompanied”. Being 
amongst fellow teachers-to-be, there were many opportunities 
where we could bounce off ideas as well as share personal 
philosophy in education with one another. The micro-teaching 
sessions have been one of the highlights of my time in NIE. Not 
only did we get to see a different side of our friends, we get to 
see perspectives from the other side as well. 

Being part of the teaching fraternity now, I am committed to 
building an environment in which my students are empowered 
and can enjoy learning. I will always look back at the times at 
NIE not just with fond memories, but also the skills and feelings 
associated with those times. 
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THANK YOU NIE

Mr Kok Min (left) catching up with his batch mates at a recent meet-up at 
Orchard Road



The inaugural NIE-Teachers College (NIE-TC) alumni event 
was held at Hwa Chong Institution on 4 March 2016. The event 
provided an opportunity for NIE-TC alumni and other 
participants to network, learn and enjoy each other’s company.  
The joint Masters of Arts in Leadership and Educational Change 
(MALEC) graduates are both NIE and Teachers College (TC) 
graduates and are also members of the Columbia University, 
TC, NIE and NTU alumni associations. The inaugural alumni 
event was a homecoming for our MALEC graduates.  
 
The evening featured two talks. Mr Krish Iyer, Chief Catalyst of 
Qua Aliter Associates and a TC alumnus, gave a talk on 
“Leading with a Coach Mindset”.  Ms Reshu Aryal Dhungana, a 
graduate from the MALEC programme, class of 2013, spoke 
from Nepal on the virtual web. Her talk on the work she does as 
the Director of Habeli Outdoor Learning Centre and how 
MALEC had prepared her to do ground-breaking work in relief 
efforts and literacy programmes in Nepal was inspiring. 
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A WARM HOMECOMING
By Curriculum, Teaching and Learning Academic Group

1
NIE and TC graduates 
enjoying the bonding 
session with staff from 
Curriculum Teaching 
and Learning 
Academic Group 
during the Inaugural 
NIE-TC Alumni Event

2
Participants making 
new connections 
during one of the 
sharing sessions

3
MALEC students had a 
good time catching up 
with Assoc Prof 
Christine Lee (centre)

1

3

2



The event was also an opportunity to introduce MALEC, a 
one-year joint Masters degree programme between NIE and 
Columbia University’s Teachers College (TC), to non-alumni 
participants. A key focus of the evening was to spread the word 
about MALEC to school leaders, teachers, professional 
developers and higher education professionals. MALEC is 
designed for educational professionals seeking to enhance 
their capacity as leaders and change agents. It provides 
students direct access to some of the finest minds in education. 
Many instructors are full-time tenured faculty at NIE and TC. For 
some courses, TC faculty members fly to Singapore to teach 
MALEC students in-person.  Also, our MALEC students have an 
opportunity to offer a course in the summer at TC in New York 
and visit educational institutions. 

This event would not have been possible without the kind 
hospitality of Hwa Chong Institution for the provision of the 
venue for the evening. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Dr Jennifer Tan Pei-Ling
jen.tan@nie.edu.sg

Learning Analytics in Education 
roundtable-cum-symposium

16 - 17 June 2016 NIE

Mrs Leow Shee Yin
sheeyin.leow@nie.edu.sg

NIE Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony 4 - 5 July 2016 NIE

Mrs Sally Loan-Ng Bee Lan
beelan.ng@nie.edu.sg 

NIE

EVENT DATE VENUE CONTACT

NIE innovation in Teaching and 
Learning Seminar

2 September 2016

1
Chief Catalyst of Qua Aliter Associates, Mr Krish Iyer, sharing his experiences

2
NIE-TC MALEC Alumna, Ms Reshu Aryal Dhungana (pictured bottom of screen) 
shared with fellow alumni on the work she does in Nepal since graduating from 
the programme

1 2
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