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Objectives 

study investigated the of home back-
ground and parental involvement in determining 
the of pupils in the lower 
classes before streaming took place at the of 

primary four and to answer four re-
search questions: 

Effects ofhome environment(SES):Am effects of 
home environment on pupils' academic perfor-
mance (composite marks obtained in Sec-
ond Language, Mathematics) in pupils of 
different economic status categories as 
reflected by parents'educational level and income? 

Effects of home environment (Time engaged in 
television viewing, and doing school 
work): Does the home environment of Singa-
porean pupilsin lower intermsof 
frequency of time engaged in activities such as 
television viewing, reading, and doing school 
work, affect their success academic 
as reflected by a cornposit of obtained in the 

Effects of home environment of 
Does the home environment of 
in the lower primary classes, in of 

of parents, affect their school perfor-
mance, reflected by a composite of marks ob-
tained in the subjects? 

Effects ofhome 
Which type of parental involvement 

prefer? Is therea 
between pupils' attainment in primary schoolsand 
their parents' involvement? Is evidence to 
suggest that parental involvement is related to 

of attainmentover the first four years 
in primary school? 

One mission and eight government primary 
schools located within four zones in 
in Housing Development Board estates 
were identified for the study. sample for the 
study comprised whole classes of the entire popu-
lation ofPrimary and 4 pupils in these nine 
schools. The of pupils was computed using 
the formula: SES {(father's educational level + 
mother's Level) + (father's income 
mother's Pupils with the lowest third of 

were classified as under a low 
SESgroup, and those with the highest of 


scores, a high group. The rest were classified 
under a medium SES group. 
The end-of-year examination of pupils 

from to in the subject areas of Lan-
guage, Mathematics and Science were obtained 
from their schools. These results the 
pupils' class performance and provided their 
achievement indexes. For each academic level 
- pupils were banded into three different 
achievement p u p s  - low, average or high, based 
on their end-of-year examination results. the 
computation of pupils' achievement scores, the 
subjects English Language, and Sec-
ond 
 were selected as they 

subjects in the school academic curriculum at 
the lower primary level. Low-achieving pupils 
would represent those who scored less than 
marks for their composite average-
achieving pupils would be those who scored be-
tween 50 to 74 marks inclusive, and 
achieving pupils would be those who scored 75 
marks and above. 
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A questionnaire for parents was specially de-
signed to informationregardingthe parents' 
SES,quantity of 
 pupils engaged in activities 
suchwatching doinghomework, and the extent 
of involvement of parents with their 
learning. Part 1 of the questionnaire consisted of18 

asked for demographic informationon 
members, use of language at home, amount 

of spent doing school-related and time 
activities. Part 2 of the questionnairehad ques-
tions which were aimed at parental 
attitudes and the and type of involvement 
parents had and wished to have with regard to 
their children'seducation. 

Altogether, about4,000 parents agreed to partici-
pate in the study. extracting incomplete re-
turns the responses of 3,759 parents were 
used in the analysis. A large of the 

had received secondary education 
18.3% of them had education and 127% of 
them had little or primary education. The majority 
of in this sample 
and a month, with 24.3% of them 
above a month. Among the parents of the 
high-achievers, it noted that earned 
more than $3,500 a month. 

1 ofHome 


Analyses of significant group 
on basis of SES showed that composite 
marks obtained in school subjects in En-
glish Language, tics and Second 
Language for all corn-
binations of categories - between the 
high and the high and medium and 
the medium and low. 

2 of home (Timeengaged 

Results showed that all three groups of 
(high-achieving, medium-achieving 

and low-achieving) spent amounts 
of time in television watching and doing 
school work. 

higher 
 of the high-achieving 
group spent more time on reading than 
those in the other two groups. 

I 

A higher of the high-achieving 
was also found to be engaged in 

activities. 

3 Effects ofhome of 


Analyses of mean for English Lan-
guage, Mathematicsand Language, 
as as composite scores for the 
subjects showed significantmain effects as 
a function of parents' 

Significant group differences in mean 
scores (for each of the academic sub-

and composite scores) were found be-
tween the and the other two 
groups- the Malaysand the Indians - with 
the exception of Mathematics and Second 
Language, where there were no significant 
group between the Chinese and 
the Indians. 

Malay and Indian pupils' p u p  mean 
scores for Language and Mathe-
maticsdiffered significantly. 

Effects of Home (Parental 

It was clear that parents were anxiousabout 
their in the education of their 
They were content to teachers to be 

forthis although some 
 and 

P3 
 had some misgivings. 

those whose children 
were in P2 classes, would like to improve 
communicationwith 

On the whole, were not keen to be 
involved policy-making decisions, al-
though some would welcome official par-
ent involvement programmes,with volun-
teer parents to coordinate these. 

A of the predictability of 
involvement for school attainment is the 
predominance of responses of parents 
children in the high-achieving group to 
questions about resources, aspects of 
learning environment, tuition, guidance 
and coachingfor recreational activities. 
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Clearly, in high-achieving groups 
have parents who are anxious 

every opportunity for their chil-
dren, even in areas not to 
schoolwork. 
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of in the 
high-achieving wanted to be in-
volved in the provision of and 
aspectsof the learningenvironment. 

Parents of in high-achieving 
groupsindicated that they were involvedin 
the provision guidance and tuition in 
school 

Perhaps most 
about of inhigh-achieving 
groups was the fact that they provided for 

coaching. 

The 
 showed a majority of 
parents of children in high-achieving 
groupsprovideample resources. 

Parents of high-achieving espe-
cially those whose were in and 
P3 classes, were more than others 

about their role in the education of their 
children. 


Phyllis Chew Ghim 
School of Arts, NIE 

there have many studies on the 
and nature of Sin-


gapore 
 most havebeen basicallydescriptive 
or Whathas not beenemphasized is 
social, economic and political implications of the 

of in terms of theirassociation 
with prestige and social acceptance. This paper 

the use and importance of lectal power in 
a crucial - theadmission interview in the 

and 
 society of the Republic 
of 
 and analyses to what such a 
power, or the lack of such power, affects the 
outcome of anevent. 

The specificfocusis onthe extent oflectalpower 

possessed by the since this correlates 
with her chances ofsuccessin the interview.Such a 

power involves the careful management or control 
of languageon several levels. At the syntactic level, 
the competent or incompetent use of syntactic fea-
tures such as tag questions, the be copula, and 
aspect markersare On the lexical level, 
the choice of verbs and nouns used by the 
wee reveal the extent of lectal power her posses-
sion. Analysis on the pragmatic level shows how 
the force mapped on a linguistic 

by a speaker is often systemati-
cally that normally assigned by an 

speaker. Finally, power is studied 
on the level through an of 
the attempts to negotiate linguisti-
cally on the cline. 
Theimplicationsfor pedagogy are obvious: lectal 
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