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carry out research into the teaching 
e main aim of this project is to 

ing of mathematics in several countries, and ulti-
mately make recommendationsabout good prac-
tise in helping pupils achieve their 
potential. This is based on a 
study of samples of pupils in participating coun-
tries.The project began in September 1993 in Eng-
land, and Germany. Singapore together 
with Australia, the Republic, Finland, 
Greece, Holland, Hungary,Japan,Nor-
way, and Florida Stab (USA) joined the 
project in 1995. Dr Kaur 
 Yap 
Sook from the Division of Mathematics, Na-

of Education are the of 
the project for Singapore. 

The entirecohort of Secondary Two (Special Ex-
press and Normal {Academic) pupils in from 
seven schools spread across the island participated 
in the project. 26 (9 male, 17 female) 
teachers and Secondary Two classes from the 
seven schoolswereinvolvedinthe project. Approx-
imately 
 pupils took4short mathematics 

(Potential, Number, Algebraand Shape & Space) in 
January 1995 and 3 short mathematics tests 
(Number,Algebra, Shape Space) in October 1995. 

tests usedinJanuaryand October were parallel 
questions in bath the 

matched. 
The data collected in using the 4 

tests have been and 
 in theform 

ofa report 
 Report - First -
Oct which is at National 

ofEducation's or from the coordinators. The 
key findings in the report are: 

the distributions of the PotentialTest scores 
normal for the entire sample 

for the three streams, 

generally,the performance of the pupils for 
the three topic closely 
 to the 
actual curriculum coverage of the See-
ondary One at the time the 

An Joint Study 

Dr Kaur Dr Yap Sook Fwe 
School of Science, IE 

the mean are highestforNumber 
Test and Iowest for Shape Space Test 
across the three streams, 

generally, items with a very low percentage 
of correct responses are those that 
content which has not been taught to the 

but there are however a few 

thew is positive association between 
pupil performance on the PotentialTest and 
that on the Topic Tests. 

Data were gathered using school, class, teacher 
and pupil questionnaires.The analysis of the 
collected in October 1995 using the tests provided 
information regarding the progress made by the 
pupils in their first year of participation in the 
project. on the progress made by pupilsin 
1995, a was drawn from the 2400 pupils 
for a more in-depth study in Duringthe first 
half of 1996, 137 pupils were interviewed. Among 
these pupils were those who made positive, zero or 
negative progress. Mathematics lessons taught by 
21 of the 26 mathematics teachers who taught the 

during the first year of participation in the 
project observed. The teachers were also inter-
viewed. 

of the data collected using 
the and class questionnaires in 1995 and 
lesson observations 
 the 
 of 
suggests that some teacher class 
were in theseven participatingschools.It 

is noteworthy that in the seven schools Year 
8 mathematics teachers and classes were observed, 
it was found that weremore female 
teachers, half the teachers had years or less of 
mathematics teaching experience and less than 
two-fifths of the teachers taught only mathematics 
at 
 More 
 of the 
were university graduates. 
In general, the teachers were found to be task 

oriented and their lessons were highly structured 
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with specific A majority of the lessons 
were expository in nature, by 


answers 
accuracy. The teachers have 

of and are able to handle 
confidently. They are in of lessons, 
they may best be described as firm yet 

by their pupils. 
The average class size 37 and 
 were 

either seated in rows facing or pairs 
facing forward. In class, were orderly, quiet 
and receptive to teaching. They seldom raised 
doubts but when 

had 5 or6 ofmathematics per week 
At least once a week, were givenhomework 
which was Wholeclass 
to be style of teaching.The textbook, write 
board overhead projector were observed to be 
essential aids. Pupils were tested at least 

twicea year and held at least once a 
weeks)for mathematics.The of calcu-

lators wasnot to be prevalent the 
At moredata collected with the 

help of the class teacher as the 
are now in most of 

them are being taught by a 'different mathematics 
teacher.Thepupils werealso at the 

of into 
and as such no longer in the same 
classes. October 19% the secondary 

take short mathematics 
(Number, Algebra, Space and Applying 

(Note: is the name of a town and a university 
in The project was initiated by Kaiser 
and at the in 
and David at University in 

CONFERENCE ANNOUNCEMENTS 


International Association for Physical Education in 
Higher Education (AIESEP) Singapore 1997 World 
Conference 

The School of Education has been 
to conduct the first world AIESEP conference 

in Asia which will be known as "AIESEP Singapore 
1997 World Conference on Teaching, Coaching, 
and Needs in Physical Education and the 
Sport Sciences". ESEP is the international asso-

for and Physical Education in universi-
ties and institutes for higher education. It encour-
ages and disseminates research, 
authorities to focus on the teaching and learning of 
human movement and sport sciences. Founded in 
1962, AIESEP consists of individual 
members and large caucuses like the Sport 
Council. There have been to date 32 AIESEP con-
ferences held throughout Europe, the United States 
and in South America. The most prestigiousnames 
in physical education and sport belong to and attend 
AIESEP conferences. The dates of the con-
ference will be Wed, 3 1997 through Sat. 

1997. The location will be the 
Garden campus. conference will be in 
conjunctionwith the InternationalAcademic 

Session for Young Participants of the Singapore 
Olympic Academy. 

The themes of the conference will include: 

Teaching and coaching in schools 
Research in teaching and coaching. In-service teaching and coaching 
Coaching elite athletes 
Coaching sport 
Teaching and coaching special needs popula-
tions 
The of and health In schools 
Olympic education 

This conference will promote a regional em-
phasis and exchange with International specialists. 
This conference will take the form of seminal 
keynote addresses, presentations, sym-
posia. and clinical sessions. 

For on the conference, please 
visit our Web page at the following address: 
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