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The cubist painter, the late Pablo Picasso’s masterpieces 
are odd but at the same time, very interesting. Like a 
phenomenologist, Picasso sought to unpack and put into 
view the various “sides” and “faces” of what he painted. It 
is possible, perhaps, to do the same for “leadership” - to 
reveal its many aspects and “bring out” all that can be said 
of it and to instantiate that on the canvas: our students 
and graduands.  

From Teacher Education, higher degrees to professional 
development leadership courses, we have integrated a 
distinct and multi-disciplinary curriculum to enhance such 
potential. The myriad of great opportunities for our student 
teachers, graduate students and alumni helps to foster 
experiential learning like no other. 

So for this first edition of 2017, find out all the exciting 
activities we have lined up for our Open House events. We 
cannot wait to welcome our visitors as we have planned 
many good experiences to show the dynamics of our 
world-class programmes and the vibrant campus lifestyle 
we have in our Special Feature (pages 16 to 17). 

On Research, we continue to applaud and share the 
latest good works of the NIE community. From the areas 
of expertise to recent accolades our academics have 
received, we thank them for their contributions in putting 
NIE on the map (read pages 22 to 29). Not forgetting, 
a showcase of our higher degree programmes and 
initiatives that have positioned NIE as a renowned 
education institute of choice for professionals from all 
walks of life. 

We are also really grateful for our Alumni Family who 
continue to grow our nation’s future in the teaching 
fraternity and beyond (read pages 30 to 31). Their 
inspiring stories and reflections fuel our aspirations further 
in education and motivate us to do even better. 

This is why we took on “Leading Learners” as a theme for 
the first quarter. Because NIE recognises that every 
member in our Community plays a pivotal role to make 
great learning and even greater educators and leaders in 
the field happen. 

Here’s to another year of excellence! We hope you enjoy 
reading the features and continue to support our vision to 
become the best teaching professionals we can be. 

Here’s to another year of excellence! We hope you enjoy 
reading the features and continue to support our vision to 
become the best teaching professionals we can be. 
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STANFORD PROVOCATIVE
By Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

One of the key ideas that Professor David F. Labaree said to the 
hundreds in a crowded lecture theatre was this: “The general 
rule of teaching is that general rules don’t work.” 
 
Prof Labaree hails from Stanford University’s Graduate School 
of Education and was at NIE to provide critical reflections on 
research, theory and practice in education at the NIE Higher 
Degrees Distinguished Lecture and Seminars from 4 to 6 
January 2017. 

He was describing a classic educational practitioner’s belief 
that each student or classroom setting is unique and requires 
vastly different pedagogies, and that research is inapplicable to 
practice due to its generalising nature. He emphasised that the 
problems of educational practice cannot be fixed unless there 
is deep understanding of practice in the steady work of 
educational reform. 

During his time at NIE, the distinguished scholar gave two 
more seminars with NIE faculty and higher degree students 
that raised a range of issues in education. From arguing about 
the lack of causal relationship between education and 
productivity, to decrying the politicisation of education and 
acknowledging the challenges of graduate schools of 
education, he provided a critical analysis of education and 
education systems. In a seminar with students from NIE’s 
Doctor in Education and PhD programmes, he shared the 
wisdom of staying truthful in uncovering the big questions and 
assumptions in education research.    
    
Drawing from the discourse of the American education context, 
Prof Labaree highlighted the difficulties in balancing the ideals 
of democratic equality, social efficiency, and social mobility. 
Amongst a panel of NIE academics, he also led a rich 
discussion in response to key points raised in his lecture, “The 

From left: Assoc Prof Mary Anne Heng; Dr Warren Mark Liew; Prof David Labaree; Dr Hairon Salleh

peculiar problems of preparing educational researchers: What 
can NIE do?”     

The panel comprised Assoc Prof Mark Baildon, Head, 
Humanities and Social Studies Academic Group, Assoc Prof 
Jude Chua; Head, Policy and Leadership Studies Academic 
Group, Assoc Prof Deng Zongyi ,Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning Academic Group, Dr Suzanne Choo, English 
Language and Literature Academic Group and Assoc Prof Mary 
Anne Heng, Associate Dean, Graduate Studies and 
Professional Learning facilitated the discussion. 
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Prof David Labaree, Graduate School of Education, Stanford University



The NIE community warmly welcomed the Stanford academic 
and appreciated his keen insights and stimulating ideas from a 
wealth of experience over the last 30 years researching, 
thinking and writing about enduring ideas in education history, 
policy and practice. He has written six books including, “The 
Trouble with Ed Schools” (Yale University Press, 2004); and 
“Someone Has to Fail: The Zero-Sum Game of Public 
Schooling” (Harvard, 2010). His latest book, “A Perfect Mess: 
The Unlikely Ascendancy of American Higher Education” is
to be published this year by the University of Chicago Press.  
       
The NIE Higher Degrees Distinguished Lecture and Seminars 
2017 revolved around important and provocative issues such 
as the peculiar problems of preparing educational researchers, 
conflicting purposes and relevance of educational research, 
and reasons for unsuccessful educational reforms. 
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Through the Office of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning (GPL), the National Institute of Education (NIE), 
Nanyang Technological University, Singapore, offers high 
quality and rigorous doctoral degree programmes that will 
challenge your thinking, develop advanced research 
skills and the ability to think deeply and critically about 
your field or discipline of study. 

For more information about our Doctoral programmes, 
please visit us at: 
www.nie.edu.sg/edd
www.nie.edu.sg/phd

For more information about the other higher degree 
programmes offered through GPL, please visit us at
www.nie.edu.sg/gpl

Back row from left: Prof David Labaree; Assoc Prof Mark Baildon
Front row from left: Dr Jiang Heng; Assoc Prof Fang Yanping; Dr Elena Lui and Assoc Prof Deng Zongyi

From left: Dr Hairon Salleh; Assoc Prof Mary Anne Heng; Prof Christine Goh; 
Prof David Labaree and Dr Chew Lee Chin
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INTERNATIONAL PRACTICUM
Hej Denmark!
By Glenda Ding Shi Yu, Ang Hui Wen Grace and Nursyazwani Binte Ghazali

Our short stay in Denmark has been nothing but an amazing 
experience. From the staff and students, to our hosts and 
people we met along the streets – everyone has been very 
friendly and helpful to us. Coming from a different culture, 
International Practicum offered us a chance to fully immerse in 
experiences that were completely different and we grew to 
appreciate the Danish way of living. Schools there taught 
students about life - where learning was often hands-on. 

Lessons were more than just knowledge from a book and 
explorative and experiential learning were the modus operandi. 
The students were inquisitive yet at the same time receptive 
and respectful to cultural differences. Most importantly, the 
students simply get to be children where learning becomes 
more alive and meaningful for them. Hence, it has definitely 
been a lovely experience in the schools that we were attached 
to and we have learned so much from the happiest people 
on Earth! 

Apart from our experiences in school, our visit to VIA University 
allowed us to meet fellow teachers on an international platform. 
We were excited and honoured to be given this opportunity to fly 
the Singapore flag. We made connections by sharing personal 
insights about our experiences in Denmark and how education 
differed in our own countries. Our new friends came all the way 
from University of Waikato, New Zealand and University of 
California, Santa Barbara. To us, that was such a meaningful 
gathering as everyone shared a similar passion, which was 
teaching! It simply taught us how valuable these ties were and 
how good relationships could make the world a better place. 

Our time in Denmark left us with so many pleasant memories 
and long-lasting friendships. More importantly, it opened minds 
and broadened our horizons. 

Making Global Connections
By Office of Teacher Education

Ms Lin Siyue, Bachelor of Arts (Education), Secondary 
and Ms Denise Chng, Bachelor of Arts (Education),  
General Primary     
“We spent a semester at the University of Cambridge for our 
exchange programme. It was a great honour to study in a 
world-renowned university and we certainly enjoyed the 
academic rigour and intellectual challenge that it offered!” 

        
      

Ms Fam Hui Yuen     
Bachelor of Arts (Education), Secondary  
“My semester exchange at the University of Sydney, Australia, 
has been an eye-opening experience where I have learned 
to live independently amongst my international mates and 
embrace differences with an open mind.”   

A total of 20 Year 3 student teachers from NIE went on 
semester exchange in August 2016. The student teachers 
immersed themselves in the diverse cultures that the 
exchange programme offered and returned to Singapore with 
enriched experiences and a keener sense of learning in 
new environments. 

Ms Jorynn Lim      
Bachelor of Arts (Education), Secondary   
“I spent a semester abroad, at the University of Helsinki, 
Finland, as part of my exchange experience. It has been a 
fulfilling and inspiring experience as I now have a better 
understanding of Finnish culture and how it continues to 
strengthen the foundation of their renowned education system.” 
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International Practicum in Hong Kong
By Ms Jane Chan, Ms Foo Yan Ni and Ms Vanessa Chin, Bachelor of Arts (Education),Year two

During the 2016 December semester vacation, three Year 2 
student-teachers opted to complete their overseas Teaching 
Assistantship in Hong Kong SAR, where they were attached
to Saint Andrew’s Catholic Primary School (SACPS). The 
pioneer batch of student-teachers to Hong Kong immersed 
themselves in the local schools in the hope of developing a 
different perspective towards teaching and learning. Their 
experiences were indeed fruitful and these can be seen from 
their reflections. 

The memories from this amazing IP journey to Hong Kong have 
been etched in the hearts of these student teachers, It is certain 
that the experience will empower them as future educators. 

I am immensely grateful for this fulfilling and rewarding teaching 
and learning opportunity in Hong Kong. My one-month stint 
offered me a different perspective to English language teaching, 
given the very different socio-cultural and educational landscapes. 
It was intriguing to observe and be part of the Hong Kong students’ 
learning of the English as their second language. The students 
were eager, enthusiastic and possessed positive learning 
attitudes. It was thus heartening to engage them in the learning of 
English. I  have also learnt quite a bit about the culture of Hong 
Kong and some Cantonese phrases from them. The supportive 
staff and teachers from University of Hong Kong made me 
appreciate the diversity and understand that while we may be 
divided by our differences, we are similar in many ways. 

Ms Jane Chan     
Bachelor of Arts(Education), General Primary

After going to Hong Kong for my International Practicum, I 
learnt about the differences between teaching Chinese 
Language as a First Language and as a second language, 
the teaching strategies can be adopted, modified and 
applied to the Singapore context. I’ve learnt that the key to 
enhance students’ learning is to employ differentiated 
learning instructions when teaching. Teachers must have a 
clear understanding of different student’s learning needs. 
All in all, this International Practicum experience enabled 
me to have a better understanding of Hong Kong’s 
education system as well as the teaching and learning of 
Chinese Language. 

Ms Foo Yan Ni
Bachelor of Arts(Education), Chinese Specialisation

Ms Vanessa Chin  
Bachelor of Arts(Education), General Primary

I gained insights of how English is acquired and taught 
differently in the classroom, with respect to the status it is 
accorded in Hong Kong. Through the support of my host 
school and HKU, I learnt more about the education 
system and what being an educator entails from a 
different cultural perspective. It is a privilege to have had 
a first-hand experience teaching in a foreign classroom, 
interacting with students from diverse backgrounds. I 
also witnessed how learning was reinforced through 
various pedagogical approaches adopted and how they 
were truly motivated to learn more about English. This 
experience left an indelible impression on me, motivating 
me to be a better educator for my students in the future. 



14 YEARS OF BEING
By Ms Jo-Anne Seet, Bachelor of Arts (Education) Year Two 
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When asked to describe the nature of what we did on our 
trip at Sikkim, India, many of my fellow Sikkim Team mates 
would attest that it is hard to answer this frequently asked 
question. Why this is so, stems from the basis of our 
trip being that of Service-Learning, as opposed to the more 
commonly-known Overseas Community Involvement Projects.  

In a society where a lot of what we do is quantified by figures 
and KPIs, the inevitable necessity for a results-oriented mindset 
often prevails. The trip taught us to move beyond concentrating 
on kindhearted gestures but rather, embrace the doing of things 
much deeper when we recognise how much each action means 
to others we serve. Service Learning presents an alternate 
means of interaction between overseas communities and us; it 
also focuses instead on the being.   
 
“BE with the children,” were the words of Ms Keepu Lepcha, our 
Sikkim supervisor, when we asked how we can help the 
students during our needs assessment. Since she is an 
extraordinary lady, we listened. Thus the central theme of our 
trip was created, as we spent 14 days immersing ourselves in 
the Sikkimese culture, growing more in love with it as 
time passed. 

Our trip was divided into two halves - initially, we spent some 
time at  Padma Odzer Choeling School (POC) in Gangtok, 
East Sikkim, before proceeding to the Khangchendzonga 
Conservation Committee (KCC) in Yuksam, West Sikkim. 

We quickly realised that the needs we had originally assumed 
of the children at POC were far less compared to what they had 
to teach us. A sense of community spirit, warm hospitality, 
friendship, and their care and concern for others were just some 
of the lessons we took away through the games, performances 
and campfire we shared together.  

The time we spent at Yuksam served not only to reinforce these 
lessons, but it also showed us the gratitude the community  
had, especially towards Mother Nature. Many of us were 
inspired by their stewardship towards the beautiful and lush 
environment, and the community’s united desire to conserve it 
for future generations.    
  
I could go on to give you further details what we did, such as the 
fact that we spent 27 hours travelling to Sikkim, or that we ate 
mostly vegetables for 2 weeks. However, it was i being with 
the community there that helped to transform us, and our ways 
of thinking.  



YOUTH
EXPEDITION
PROGRAMME

When asked to describe the nature of what we did on our 
trip at Sikkim, India, many of my fellow Sikkim Team mates 
would attest that it is hard to answer this frequently asked 
question. Why this is so, stems from the basis of our 
trip being that of Service-Learning, as opposed to the more 
commonly-known Overseas Community Involvement Projects.  

In a society where a lot of what we do is quantified by figures 
and KPIs, the inevitable necessity for a results-oriented mindset 
often prevails. The trip taught us to move beyond concentrating 
on kindhearted gestures but rather, embrace the doing of things 
much deeper when we recognise how much each action means 
to others we serve. Service Learning presents an alternate 
means of interaction between overseas communities and us; it 
also focuses instead on the being.   
 
“BE with the children,” were the words of Ms Keepu Lepcha, our 
Sikkim supervisor, when we asked how we can help the 
students during our needs assessment. Since she is an 
extraordinary lady, we listened. Thus the central theme of our 
trip was created, as we spent 14 days immersing ourselves in 
the Sikkimese culture, growing more in love with it as 
time passed. 

Our trip was divided into two halves - initially, we spent some 
time at  Padma Odzer Choeling School (POC) in Gangtok, 
East Sikkim, before proceeding to the Khangchendzonga 
Conservation Committee (KCC) in Yuksam, West Sikkim. 

We quickly realised that the needs we had originally assumed 
of the children at POC were far less compared to what they had 
to teach us. A sense of community spirit, warm hospitality, 
friendship, and their care and concern for others were just some 
of the lessons we took away through the games, performances 
and campfire we shared together.  
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The time we spent at Yuksam served not only to reinforce these 
lessons, but it also showed us the gratitude the community  
had, especially towards Mother Nature. Many of us were 
inspired by their stewardship towards the beautiful and lush 
environment, and the community’s united desire to conserve it 
for future generations.    
  
I could go on to give you further details what we did, such as the 
fact that we spent 27 hours travelling to Sikkim, or that we ate 
mostly vegetables for 2 weeks. However, it was i being with 
the community there that helped to transform us, and our ways 
of thinking.  
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NO BORDERS
By Office of Teacher Education
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One highlight of the project involves OTE collaborating with 
IN-Learning to create SALT Mobile Learning Trail where 
student teachers experienced self-directed and location-based 
learning through the use of a scavenger hunt activity based on 
an app (Klikaklu) on their mobile devices. Through this platform, 
the student teachers were challenged to complete tasks within 
Ho Chi Minh City itself in their groups. This experience provided 
opportunities for the student teachers to work with each other 
under stressful conditions and also to know the city as well as 
the local residents better. 
 
Mr Dominic Koh, a Bachelor of Science (Education) Year One 
student teacher, shared that it was a fun activity for them to 
explore the city and interact with the locals as they had the 
chance to experience some aspects of the local life when they 
were moving about  various places (i.e., checkpoints).  
        
At the commune, the student teachers worked closely with five 
local schools – Kindergarten, Primary School A, B and C and 
Secondary School. Basic English lessons were conducted with 
the local students by using a variety of pedagogical approaches 
and tools. For instance, the use of visual aids and musical 
instruments were featured prominently throughout the many 
lessons conducted. Importantly, the English lesson provided a 
platform to inspire and ignite a love for learning among the 
children so that they may see education as an important 
channel for personal growth. 

Ms Chau Pearlwe, a Bachelor of Science (Education) Year 
One student teacher, shared her experience on leadership 
development: “Through the training, I realised that leadership 
comes in many different forms and a leader is not necessarily 
only the person who stands in front of the class and leads the 
class. Even when taking a more back stage role, we can exhibit 
leadership by continuously reflecting on what have been done 

For the second edition of Service and Leadership Training (SALT), a total of 44 Degree student teachers (eight were student 
facilitators) and six staff from the Office of Teacher Education (OTE) and Early Childhood and Special Needs Education (ECSE) 
travelled to Phong Thanh Commune (village), Vietnam from 2 to 8 January 2017 to collaborate with students and teachers in the 
local community. 



or is going to happen, and point out issues or give suggestions 
whenever necessary.” 

As a participant playing the role of a student facilitator, Mr Ong 
Kang Sheng, Bachelor of Science (Education) Year 2 student 
teacher, shared his experience: “Personally, returning for the 
second time allowed me to witness the profound impact we 
have made from our first trip in 2016. The warm reception we 
received from the students upon our arrival and their eagerness 
to share what they have learnt from us previously was a 
testament to this. The students still kept the notes from our 
previous visit.”  

But it is not all work and no play. As part of the overall SALT 
experience, the student teachers visited local homes and 
celebrated the rich cultural exchange with our Vietnamese 
friends. The student teachers also visited a famous landmark in 
Vietnam, the Chu Chi Tunnels where they learnt more about the 
Vietnam War and its impact on the country.   

Dr Trivina Kang, Assistant Dean for Teacher Leadership, 
shared her experience on SALT, “SALT 2017 was an extremely 
meaningful way for me to start the New Year. During this week, 
I saw NIE undergraduates demonstrate the true joy of learning 
and sharing. Despite encountering basic living conditions and 
classrooms with few resources, they embraced the entire 
experience with great positivity and gave of their best to the 
students they taught. They supported and cheered each other 
on, always willing to take on feedback as they took turns to lead 
and follow. I’m sure they will remember this experience of 
personal growth for years to come, just as I will!” 

Although the engagement lasted only for a week, our student 
teachers have certainly left a deep imprint on the lives of the 
local students. In addition, the student teachers have learnt to 
be adaptable in different situations and see the value in such 
service learning initiatives. We look forward to the next edition 
of SALT! 
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HUMANITIES HEADLINERS
By Humanities amd Social Studies Education Academic Group

Since Dr Wu Bing Sheng joined NIE’s Humanities Social 
Studies Education Academic Group (HSSE) in 2010, he has 
been working on the development of Geographical Information 
System (GIS) and the adoption of geospatial technologies in 
social issues and geography education. For two consecutive 
years since 2011, Dr Wu’s NIE student teachers have won two 
championship titles at the Singapore Land Authority’s Spatial 
Challenge competition with his guidance. They have also 
garnered one second runner-up prize, and another Best 
Presentation Award in the GIS analysis category. 

Renowned in his area of research interests, Dr Wu has been 
invited to share his findings in the development and applications 
of GIS and social science. In 2012, Dr Wu shared GIS and 
tourism at Aletheia University, Taiwan. He also introduced the 
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integration of GIS and social science at Minzu University of 
China, Beijing in 2013 and 2014. In terms of his solid research 
and teaching background, Dr. Wu was invited to be the guest 
lecturer and offer summer courses at Minzu University of China 
since 2016. 

Dr Tricia Seow has served as a “Fieldwork Exercise Committee 
Member of the International Geography Olympiad” held in 
Russia (2015) and China (2016). She has worked with local 
host countries to identify suitable fieldwork sites, develop 
fieldwork tasks, write the assessment papers and rubrics, and 
lead a team of international jurors in the assessment of the 
fieldwork tasks. 

At the national level, she is involved in the Talent Development 
Programme for promising young geographers since 2012. Her 
contributions involve developing a series of field-based problem 
solving tasks to sharpen students’ skills and to allow them to 
apply theoretical concepts to real world issues. The four best 
students to emerge from this programme represent Singapore 
in the International Geography Olympiad. This is an annual 
competition for the best 16 to 19 year-old geography students 
from all over the world. Students chosen to represent their 
countries are chosen from thousands of students who 
participate in their own National Geography Olympiads. In the 
last five years, Singapore has emerged as one of the strongest 
countries participating in the competition, consistently placing in 
the top five positions. In 2016, the team came in second overall 
but scored the most Gold medals. 
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The National Institute of Education (NIE), an institute 

of the Nanyang Technological University will be 

participating in the NTU Open House alongside other 

Colleges of the university. You can expect the NTU 

Open House, not only to be an information-filled 

event, but also a fun-filled event too.  

Beyond the Quad, visitors can choose to 
go for a series of talks scheduled 
throughout the day at the Lecture 
Theatres. NIE’s talks will be held at NTU 
LT4 and LT7. 
 

NIE will have a booth at the Nanyang Auditorium, where professorial and 
administrative staff and undergraduate students will share about the Bachelor 
of Arts (Education), Bachelor of Science (Education) and the NTU-NIE Teaching 
Scholars Programme (TSP) with you. 

There will be a carnival at the Quad – right outside the Auditorium. 
Performances, games, photo booths and student club booths have been 
lined-up to entertain you while giving you a sneak peek into life as an 
undergraduate at NTU. 
 

Venue: Suntec Singapore Convention and

 Exhibition Centre
Date: 28th May 2017 Sunday
Time: 10.00am - 4.00pm
Website: www.nie.edu.sg/postgradfair2017 

Come join us and find out what it means to truly 

experience “Learning Differently, Leading Change”! 

 

LEARNING DIFFERENTLY LEADING CHANGE 

The Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL) is proud to 
announce that the NIE Postgraduate Fair is back by popular demand! 
 
An exhilarating one-stop event that promises all visitors a bird’s eye view of 
NIE’s higher degree programmes, there will be ample opportunities to meet and 
chat with faculty and staff. The day’s fringe activities and available resources 
are aimed to provide a close look at individual areas of academic focus and 
study. This includes the chance to gain a deeper insight on how to enrol into a 
programme and an area of specialisation.  

Celebrating the spirit of “Learning Differently, Leading Change”, the annual 

event has attracted many visitors over the years.     

It has grown to be one of the highly-anticipated platforms where visitors can 

meet and dialogue with representatives from the institute’s 12 Academic 

Groups. Visitors benefit from the many face-to-face discussions that put good 

focus on understanding why NIE is one of the leading education hubs for 

graduate study.   

From understanding the diverse areas of research to finding out about 

content rigour, this is an event that also attracts many teachers and working 

professionals who want to pursue courses in graduate and professional 

development programmes. 
 

Many have also enjoyed the dedicated sharing sessions that are held 

throughout the day because these are essential expertise showcases 

held by each faculty; always drawing crowds who seek insight and 

technical details on specialisation. Based on positive feedback of past 

year visitors as well, professors, current students and graduates at the 

NIE Postgraduate Fair are present to answer questions and share 

their personal experiences. 
 

Visit TSP Booth at the NTU Open House

Venue: Level B1, Nanyang Auditorium

Date: 4th March 2017 Saturday

Time: 9.30am - 6.30pm

Visitors will also get the opportunity to visit NIE and see 

some of its newest facilities, student research and much 

more. Come join us at the NTU Open House this 4 

March 2017! 
 



I  WANT TO TEACH! 
By Miss Tu Jie Min; Mr Lim Wei Heng; Mr Liow Jie Sheng; Mr Jerome Koh Ruizhe; and Mr Teo Jia Jun Scott from Pioneer Junior College

In the movie “Dead Poets’ Society”, the teacher, the late Mr 
Robin Williams delivered a powerful performance about how a 
teacher’s unorthodox and inspiring teaching methods touched 
the lives of his students. His character in the movie is one that 
many of us, hopeful teachers-to-be, are in awe with and 
inspired us to sign up for this work shadowing programme 
at the National Institute of Education when the opportunity 
presented itself. 
 
Our work shadowing experience at NIE spanned from 5 to 8 
December 2016. It was a truly eye-opening experience that 
exposed us to the groundworks of a teaching career. Over the 
days, we were attached to various departments, including 
the Library, Office of Teacher Education, Public, International 
and Alumni Relations, Office of Education Research, and 
many others.  

With every department we were attached to during our stay at 
NIE, we were greeted by the same question, “So, why did you 
choose to spend your time here with us at NIE?” Initially, all of 
us would reply with similar responses about how we were 
interested in pursuing a career in the education sector as we 
thought we all had some form of interest in teaching. Often, our 
mentors would share about their own experiences as a teacher 
or stories of teachers whom they knew. The similarities 
between these were that they always painted a picture of a 
passionate teacher, determined to leave a positive impact on 
the youth of our nation, all of them as uplifting as when Mr 
Williams delivered his “Carpe Diem” speech in the movie. It is 
through these stories that we realised that teaching is much 
more than just the delivery of curriculum content and inculcation 
of skills. It is a calling, a burning passion to make a difference to 
the young. Our experience at NIE made us realise that it is in 
fact our wish to make that difference that drives our interest in 
becoming a teacher. 
 

We are tremendously thankful for the opportunity given by 
our college to participate in this meaningful work shadowing 
experience with NIE and we would like to express our most 
sincere gratitude to everyone at NIE, who so kindly hosted 
and mentored us. This was an eye-opening and memorable 
experience that we will always remember fondly. 
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1
We had the opportunity to tour the Plasma Sources and Applications Centre 
labs and were delighted to see some of the research achievements by Mr. Chan 
and his team.

2
Thank you Dr Kenneth Lim for your warm welcome and sharing with us 
valuable insights to the world of education research

3
Mr Eric Yeo shared on NIE’s programmes offered by the Office of Teacher 
Education such as the Teaching Scholars Programme

1

2

3



OER HOSTS RENOWNED 
PROFESSORS IN NEUROSCIENCE
By Office of Education Research
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From 8 to 10 November, the Office of Education Research 
(OER) hosted three distinguished professors in neuroscience. 
They were Prof Kim Sung-il from Korea University, Prof Roi 
Cohen-Kadosh from Oxford University and Prof Andrew Tolmie 
from the Institute of Education, University College London. 

As part of their visit, the professors presented at two 
OER-organised symposiums on educational neuroscience, an 
emerging discipline that lies at the intersection of education and 
cognitive psychology. 
 
The first symposium, titled “Neuroscience and Learning: 
Translation, Application and Practice”, centered on the utility of 
neuroscience research in explaining differences in learning 
processes and outcomes among individuals. The second 
symposium, titled “Educational Neuroscience: Its Application, 
Impact and Implications in the Classroom”, focused on the 
prospect of applying neuroscience research findings to the 
design of teaching and learning practices.    

The three professors shared on their respective research into 
educational neuroscience with reference to science and 

numeracy learning and motivation. They highlighted the 
potential for this discipline to lead to improved educational 
practices, and also spoke about the relevance of educational 
neuroscience to Singapore's classrooms. 
 
NIE researchers and Ministry of Education (MOE) officers who 
attended the symposiums had the opportunity to discuss the 
implications of neuroscience research on educational policy 
and practice with the three professors. Attendees also posed 
questions regarding the contributions of neuroscience to topics 
such as bilingualism, language learning and competence, 
socioemotional development as well as differences between the 
brains of males and females. 
 

1

1
From left: Prof Looi Chee Kit chairs a panel discussion with three 
distinguished professors, Prof Cohen-Kadosh, Oxford University; Prof Kim 
Sung-il from Korea University; and Prof Andrew Tolmie, Institute of Education, 
University College London

2 
One of the symposiums organised at the Academy of Singapore Teachers

2

NTU

2017
OPEN HOUSE
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INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATION
By English Language and Literature Academic Group

The Memoranda of Understanding (MoU) between NIE and 
Nagoya City Board of Education was signed on 23 January 
2017 in NIE. Mr Masami Sugisaki, Superintendent, Nagoya City 
Board of Education led a delegation of five to witness the 
signing at NIE. NIE was represented by Associate Professor Liu 

Woon Chia, Dean Teacher Education and her team from the 
Office of Teacher Education. The MoU will facilitate the 
exchange and sharing of academic materials and publications 
and the identification of various educational opportunities for 
students and staff. 

1
From left: Assoc Prof 
Ivy Tan; Teachers' 
Consultant, Nagoya 
City Board of 
Education; Mr
Takahiro Kukita; 
Superintendent, 
Nagoya City Board of 
Education, Mr Masami 
Sugisaki; Assoc Prof 
Liu Woon Chia and 
Member, Nagoya City 
Board of Education, Mr 
Shigeo Oguri

2 
From left: Dr Jessie 
Png; Assoc Prof Ivy 
Tan; Teachers’ 
Consultant, Nagoya 
City Board of 
Education, Mr 
Takahiro Kukita; 
Superintendent, 
Nagoya City Board of 
Education, Mr Masami 
Sugisaki; Assoc Prof 
Liu Woon Chia, 
Member, Nagoya City 
Board of
Education and CEO, 
Nets Toyota Nagoya, 
Mr Shigeo Oguri; Dr 
Alexius Chia 

1

2
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4 January 2017     
NIE welcomed a delegation from the Université Paris Seine 
Consortium as part of their visit to NTU. The consortium 
comprises for four French higher education institutes, namely 
University of Cergy-Pontoise (UCP), ESSEC Business School, 
EISTI and ENSEA. Led by Professor François Germinet, 
President, University of Cergy-Pontoise, the delegation visited 
various colleges and institutes within NTU to learn about the 
University’s model of governance and explore collaborative 
opportunities. The delegation met with NIE Director, Professor 
Tan Oon Seng, and also learnt about the Initial Teacher 
Preparation programmes during their visit.   

From left: President, University of Cergy-Pontoise, Prof François Germinet with
NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng 

PROMINENT VISITORS
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

18 November 2016     
NIE welcomed H.E. Dr Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi, Director-General of the Abu Dhabi 
Education Council (ADEC), United Arab Emirates led a delegation to NIE to learn 
more about initial teacher preparation in Singapore. Hosted by NIE Director, Professor 
Tan Oon Seng, together with colleagues from Office of Teacher Education and NIE 
International, the delegation was given an overview of NIE and teacher policy 
strategies, the Initial Teacher Preparation programmes, and engaged in a discussion 
on the development and structure of teacher education in Singapore.   

1 December 2016 
Dr Zeenat Khader, Joint Secretary of Delhi Public School (DPS) 
Society and her colleague Ms Sunita Tanwar, Principal of DPS 
Dwarka, visited NIE to learn more about NIE’s programmes 
in initial teacher preparation, teacher education model, 
professional development options for in-service teachers. The 
visit was hosted by Professor Paul Teng, Principal Officer, 
and colleagues from Office of Teacher Education, Office of 
Graduate Studies and Professional Learning and NIE 
International, who shared about NIE’s programmes and also 
discussed possible areas of collaboration with DPS.   

From left: Joint Secretary of Delhi Public School (DPS)
Society (third) Dr Zeenat Khader; and  Principal of DPS Dwarka,
Ms Sunita Tanwar; Prof Paul Teng and NIE colleagues

From left: Director-General of the Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC) (eighth), H.E. Dr Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi;
and delegation with NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng (sixth) and NIE colleagues

From left: H.E. Director-General of the Abu Dhabi Education Council (ADEC), Dr Ali Rashid Al Nuaimi; and 
NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng in an engaging discussion



The Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group (ALC) has 
collaborated with the Tropical Literature and Art Club of 
Singapore to build intercultural understanding and harmony in 
Singapore. Associate Professor Hadijah Rahmat, Acting 
Head/Deputy Head of ALC was invited to deliver a talk on 
“Building Intercultural Understanding and Appreciation Through 
Literary Dialogues: Chinese in the Malay Classical Literature” 
on 23 October 2016, at the National Library Board. 
 
In her study, she shared that there were at least 54 written texts 
of classic Malay literature produced since 1390 BC that 
mentioned about the Chinese and touched on the relationship 
between the Chinese and Malay world that promoted 
historical-cultural understanding between the two communities. 
For example, “Chronicles of Raja Pasai” (1390s); “Chronicles of 
Muhamad Hanafiah” (1450s), “Tajus Salatin” (1600s); “The 
Malay Annals” (1650s); “Chronicles of Hang Tuah” (1700s); and 
the works of Mr Abdullah Abdul Kadir Munsyi (1830s to 1840s).  
        
A Malay novel, “RAWA”, written by Ms Isa Kamari, was 
translated into Mandarin by Madam Chan Maw Woh, senior 
journalist, and launched in the event. Madam Chan has kindly 
donated proceeds from sale of the book to the Dr Muhd Ariff 
Ahmad Malay Studies Endowment of NTU, managed by ALC. 
The translated novel won the Lianhe Zaobao Select Books 
2016. Madam Chan translated an excerpt of Assoc Prof 
Hadijah’s poem into Mandarin for the occasion: 

HARMONISING LITERATURE
AND LANGUAGE
By Asian Languages and Cultures Academic group

Associate Professor Hadijah Rahmat with Madam Chan Maw Woh 
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KNOWLEDGE BUILDING WORKS
By Office of Education Research 

It was a much-anticipated symposium when NIE’s Office of 
Education Research (OER) hosted Professor Nancy Law from 
Hong Kong University and Professor Thérèse Laferrière from 
Canada’s Laval University. The focus, Knowledge Building 
(KB), is a popular topic among local teaching professionals 
since interest has been growing on how to improve 
problem-solving and critical thinking skills through KB in 
Singapore’s education landscape. 

   

 
 

Themed as “Ideas First, A Reason to Teach”, OER 
organised a two-day programme that included two 
keynote addresses, a roundtable discussion, hands-on 
session and workshop. With an increasing local 
community of KB practitioners who readily support and 
celebrate its growth and achievements, many were 
eager to hear what the two academics had to share. 

Opening the event was Dr Teo Chew Lee, a 
Ministry of Education lead specialist and 
pioneer KB practitioner, who gave an 
overview of the KB journey in Singapore 
since 2009 and highlighted the milestones 
the KB community has since achieved. Prof 
Law and Prof Laferrière gave keynote 
addresses which included case studies of 

how schools realised KB operationally in their countries. They 
shared on measures taken to promote the diffusion of KB 
across schools and educators. After their keynotes, they 
attended a roundtable discussion where local KB teachers 
shared their experiences and practices. A highlight of this was a 
group of students from Teck Whye Secondary School who 
presented on the utilisation of KB by their History teacher when 
conducting lessons. They shared on how this has enriched their 
understanding of the subject matter. The discussion concluded 
with closing remarks from Prof Law and Prof Laferrière on KB 
practice in Singapore. 
 
The programme continued with a hands-on session, 
Knowledge Forum 6, an online platform that facilitates the 
operationalisation of KB in the classroom. A fitting conclusion to 
this was a workshop titled “KB in Action” led by a group of 
experienced KB teachers. It centred on strategies and 
approaches that ensured the progress and sustainability of KB 
practices. The event and its fringe activities garnered a strong 
turnout held last November. 

From left: Prof Law and Prof Laferrière with Prof David Hung (centre)

Students from Teck Whye Secondary School presented their learning experience 

Teachers participating in a hands-on session with KF6

24



25

International Footprints in Education
Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic 
Group (ECSE) Assistant Professor Zachary Walker was invited 
to share his research and expertise on 21st century 
pedagogical approaches at three events late last year. In his 
keynote address to over 600 principals and superintendents 
from over 20 countries at the 2016 European School Heads 
Association Conference held at Maastricht, Netherlands, he 
spoke on “The 7 Faces and 12 Questions for this Generation”. 
At Johannesburg, South Africa, Asst Prof Walker represented 
NTU and NIE at the “Why the Brain Matters: The Creative 
Brain” Colloquium at the University of Johannesburg. The 
ECSE academic learned and shared high-quality research and 
strategies with 13 scholars from 11 countries. He was also 
selected to serve on the final sharing panel with three artists 
exploring what happens in the brain during the creative process 
and how we can design educational systems to foster creativity. 
At the 2016 EduTech Asia Conference on the theme of “Why 
Mobile Learning is Essential” Asst Prof Walker was a featured 
speaker who provided examples of the work being done at NIE 
and the rationale on why mobile learning is necessary for the 
21st Century Classroom. 
 

1

CAMPUS NEWS

From left: NIE Director, Prof Tan Oon Seng; Mr Holm Keller; and Prof Low Ee Ling

In the second week of January, NIE Director, Professor Tan 
Oon Seng and Office of Strategic Planning and Academic 
Quality Head, Professor Low Ee Ling, gave their expert 
comments in an interview on Singapore’s success in the PISA 
results. The interview will be featured in the “PISA4U”, an 
Online Programme for School Improvement course. Offered as 
an online module that features interviews from education 
experts from around the world, this is an unique professional 
development opportunity by the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD) and PISA. It is open to 
all educational practitioners from around the world. The focus 
of the programme is to build a global network of educators 
that will act as a driving force for making meaningful impact 
in school systems internationally, and at every level. Appointed 
by the OECD, Mr Holm Keller, Chairman of CANDENA, had 
interviewed NIE Director and Prof Low on how NIE tackles the 
future learning landscape through innovation in its teacher 
education programmes and research expertise. 

For more information, please visit: www.pisa4u.org 
 

NIE shares Education Excellence



LEADING ACTION IN RESEARCH
By Office of Education Research

The teachers and OER team at the Action Research final workshop
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Following a request for teachers’ professional and research 
development, a research team from the Office of Education 
Research (OER) led teachers from St Andrews Junior School 
(SAJS), Anglo-Chinese School (Junior) (ACS Junior) and St 
Joseph’s Institution Junior (SJI Junior) on a journey towards 
Action Research. 
 
Action Research (AR) in education aims to promote teachers’ 
reflection and refinement on their practices—producing 
local/contextual knowledge—and sharing this knowledge with 
professional communities. The OER team comprised of 
Research Scientist Dr Lee Shu Shing and Teaching Fellow Dr 
Steven Tan, both from the Centre of Research in Pedagogy and 
Practice at NIE. Together, they conducted a series of workshops 
to introduce AR to teachers. 

Held at SAJS, the final workshop provided a platform where 
teachers presented their AR work. In her address, vice principal 
of SJI Junior, Mrs Linda Tan, thanked all participating teachers 
and added: “In your journey as a teacher, we hope that you can 
take this learning along and apply it to your work in school to 
impact teaching and learning.” 

Lower primary English teachers from ACS Junior, Mrs Lai Li 
Lian and Mrs Siti Mohamad, shared their research on the use of 
“Hot Seat”. This was based on a classroom activity where 
students can generate new ideas and use them in their writing. 
Through this, the two teachers found that it led to better 
classroom engagement.  

Chinese language teachers from SAJS, Ms Joyce Chy, Mr Mu 
Zhi Ming and Ms Tong Lai Yi, devised a five-step plan 
on teaching listening comprehension. The team found that 
their students now have a better idea of how to tackle the area 
of assessment.  

Mr Michael Lim from SJI did an AR on teacher feedback for 
upper secondary classes. He felt his involvement in research 
gave him a more balanced view on his study. He explained: “I 

used to overlook small things, including the corrections needed. 
Now I realise that I could reduce my workload had I paid greater 
attention to seemingly minute things from the start.” 

Mr Royston Siah from ACS Junior was pleased with the “U-3C” 
tool. He had designed this for teaching Science to enable 
students to be more exam-smart that also helps prepare them 
for lessons in life. He felt that although teachers actively look at 
making lessons more engaging and improving test scores, 
many of them do not use AR due to time constraints. He 
elaborated: “The use of AR is to know, by using a scientific 
method, the degree of improvement.” 

Dr Lee and Dr Tan from OER readily assisted the teachers and 
provided them with practical AR tools for their individual studies. 
The AR workshop provided a good research experience for 
these novice teacher-researchers, who have come to 
appreciate how AR can be used to enhance their own 
teacher-reflection and refine their personal classroom practice.  

“I applaud the teachers’ dedication and commitment in 
persevering through their AR projects,” Dr Lee Shu Shing said. 
“I hope they will continue to use AR to inform and reflect on their 
practices.” Dr Steven Tan adds: “The biggest and most enduring 
change that this workshop has brought about is the teachers’ 
belief that research and practice go hand-in-hand.” 

“ “The biggest and most enduring change 
that this workshop has brought about 
is the teachers’ belief that research 
and practice go hand-in-hand.

Dr Steven Tan
Teaching Fellow
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HUMANITIES AT WORK  
By Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group 

NIE’s Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic 
Group (HSSE) is turning heads with their innovative ways. 
From transforming better learning with technology to 
collaborating with teaching professionals to study positive 
pedagogical approaches, HSSE academics are making an 
impact on good teaching and learning. 
 
The Primary Social Studies team, comprising Dr Kho Ee Moi, 
Ms Chee Min Fui, Dr Sim Hwee Hwang and Ms Grace Liow 
have been conducting workshops on inquiry-based learning for 
primary social studies teachers. They will soon share their 
practices in forthcoming publications. The team has been 
unwavering in providing practical help to schools.  

Primary social studies is sometimes regarded as a “Cinderella” 
subject because it is often neglected. This is compounded by 
the fact that many teachers have little prior experience and 
training to teach this subject. The NIE team hopes to provide 
practical assistance to teachers that would facilitate greater 
learning outcomes for school children. They are focused on 
promoting more effective instruction as a key element of their 

effort. Through building a body of knowledge from ready 
information resources to packaging field trips for primary social 
studies teachers, they are optimistic on the way forward. 
 
It is an exciting time for the team too as they are publishing 
chapters that include an overview of the nature and purpose of 
social studies, using a conceptual approach to instructional 
planning, co-operative learning, using children’s literature, 
dramatic activities and performance-based assessment in 
social studies instruction. In the pipeline as well is a compilation 
of fieldwork packages developed by student teachers taking 
primary social studies. Helming this is Dr Sim who will put 
together these packages on the HSSE website to help teachers 
plan and conduct more meaningful and authentic inquiry 
lessons with children out of the classroom.  

For more details, please visit:   
http://www.nie.edu.sg/our-people/academic-groups/ 
humanities-and-social-studies-education 

The Primary Social Studies Team are (seated, from left) Ms Chee Min Fui, Ms Grace Liow, (standing, from left) Dr Kho Ee Moi, Dr Sim Hwee Hwang





Research Scientist from the Centre for Research in Pedagogy 
and Practice at the NIE, Dr Kenneth Lim, successfully published 
one of the first books to approach maker culture and 
makerspaces from an academic perspective.    

The edited volume, titled “Landscapes of Participatory Making, 
Modding, and Hacking: Maker Culture and Makerspaces”, 
describes maker culture as it is manifested in particular 
socio-cultural contexts. It attempts to describe some of the 
narratives behind the emergence of maker cultures and 
hackerspaces. With reference to case examples, it invites a 
recasting of long-standing academic notions of industrialisation, 
industrial location, urbanisation, and regional divides. 

Dr Lim’s book by Cambridge Scholars Publishing, approaches 
the emergent socio-cultural phenomenon broadly described as 
makerspaces from an academic perspective. While there are 
some existing titles on maker culture, these are written and 
marketed from a general consumer orientation, in which their 
purpose is to provide (sometimes literal) resource toolkits for 
people to induct themselves into a maker disposition. The work 
instead aims to be one of the first to approach maker culture and 
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The National Institute of Education (NIE), Singapore was 
awarded the National Research Foundation (NRF) Science of 
Learning Visiting Investigatorship (VIP) Grant of S$4.5 million 
over 5 years for the project “Optimising Pre-schoolers’ Working 
Memory and Numerical Processing Capabilities”.    

The Science of Learning Initiative aims to strengthen 
Singapore’s research capabilities by developing a science- 
based understanding of the effectiveness of Singapore’s 
education methods, as well as new methods to realise better 
learning outcomes. The VIP Grant supports activities to 

strengthen interdisciplinary research in Singapore by tapping 
on world renowned experts as Visiting Investigators to develop 
capabilities and groom local talent in the field of Science 
of Learning. 

Visiting Professor Daniel Ansari from The University of Western 
Ontario, Department of Psychology and Brain and Mind 
Institute, Faculty of Education, will work together with Local 
Lead Principal Investigator, Associate Professor Kerry Lee, 
Associate Dean (Science of Learning) at NIE in spearheading 
this project. The project will commence in 2017 and a targeted 
for completion in 2022.       

This project stems from findings that children with higher 
mathematics scores at seven years of age tend to command a 
higher salary as adults and experience better psychological 
and health outcomes. The primary research objective of this 
project is to study the factors that contribute to early 
mathematics proficiency and to formulate techniques to build 
solid foundations for early mathematics learning. This main 
research objective is further sub-classified systematically into a 
series of three interconnected projects, using a range of 
methodology like behavioural and neuroimaging techniques, 
cross-sequential longitudinal design and randomised controlled 
design to fulfil the primary objective.     

By implementing this multi-faceted and collaborative approach, 
the project aims to distinguish itself from others across the 
globe and be internationally competitive. 
 

S$4.5 MILLION GRANT FOR
PRESCHOOL STUDY
By Office of Education Research

THE ACADEMIC’S  MAKER SPACE 
By Office of Education Research

makerspaces by tracing trajectories from academic literature, 
thereby providing teachers and researchers with a more 
grounded foundation upon which to base their own and 
subsequent work in this nascent yet rapidly growing field. 
 



THANK YOU NIE
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“

MS AMANDA SOO      
Diploma in Education (Art), Class of 2016 

Supported by in-depth content knowledge and pedagogy 
artfully and graciously shared by my lecturers from the NIE 
Arts Faculty, my peers and I were privileged to undergo an 
enriching year of studies and mentorship to become equipped 
art educators. 
 
As a student teacher who had completed the Diploma in 
Education (Art), I would like to thank Mr Tan Hsiao Yuz, Mr 
Juneo Lee, and Ms Ching Chor Leng for cultivating in me, a 
greater love for the visual arts as well as pointing to me the 
direction towards what a good art educator should be. 
They embody the true meaning behind the Yoruba proverb 
"It takes a village to raise a child" and collectively showed 
me the importance of creating interactive and yet interesting, 
scaffolded instructional approaches for our young and 
differentiated learners of art. In addition, they reinforced the 
value of Art in developing the creative component of our 
students’ intellect as a means of moulding all-rounded 
individuals, capable of appreciating the beauty and aesthetics 
of the world we live in. 
 
I owe it to them for paving the way in helping me achieve the 
Tan Poey Quee Practicum Book Prize at the 2016 Teachers’ 
Investiture and to pursue the Bachelor of Arts (Education) in 
Art and Drama as the next chapter of my journey as a teacher.   

“

“
MS DORORIN ONG      
Bachelor of Science (Education), Class of 2016 

I hear and I forget, I see and I remember, I do and I understand. 
 
Nothing beats the learning experiences and opportunities I 
have had here at NIE. Through my education here, I have a 
better understanding of how to become a better teacher for my 
students. At the same time, the exposures to different subjects 
during my NIE diploma days allowed me to discover my interest 
in Mathematics, which led to my choice of Mathematics 
Specialisation as I progressed on. 

I feel privileged to be under the tutelage of my lecturers at the 
Mathematics and Mathematics Education department. I am 
often intrigued by their teaching methods as their own styles 
allowed me to appreciate ways of teaching Mathematics. 
However, in common, they definitely love posing challenging 
tasks which motivate us to think deeply. On top of that, their 
patience, diligence and passion, inculcated in me a persevering 
attitude in life. 
 
Thank you NIE for the wonderful experience. 
 

“



“
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1

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
EVENT DATE VENUE

NTU Open House 4 March 2017 NTU and NIE Mr Eric Yeo
eric.yeo@nie.edu.sg 

NIE Postgraduate Fair 2017: 
Learning Differently, Leading Change

28 May 2017 Suntec Singapore
Int’l Convention & 
Exhibition Centre 

Ms Jayce Ong
yanjing.ong@nie.edu.sg

Redesigning Pedagogy 
International Conference 2017

31 May - 2 June 2017 NTU and NIE Ms Shirley Seet
shirley.seet@nie.edu.sg 

CONTACT

Mr Muhammad Sufri Bin Ramli     
Diploma in Physical Education, Class of 2016 

My two years pursuing the Diploma in Physical Education in 
NIE were probably the most enjoyable and memorable time of 
my life! I was fortunate to have met and interacted with many 
inspiring and talented individuals - from coursemates who 
decided to realise their passion in teaching at a later age to 
lecturers who constantly go beyond their call of duty for service 
to the community and education field. They have positively 
influenced and shaped both my teaching and life philosophies. 

One of them is my Mathematics lecturer, Dr Joseph Yeo Kai 
Kow. On behalf of my classmates, I would like to extend our 
deepest gratitude to him. Dr Yeo is probably the most 

“passionate and dedicated educator that I have ever met. He 
takes immense pride and joy in sharing the love of Mathematics 
and teaching his students. Through the effective use of various 
teaching pedagogies and unique sense of humour, Dr Yeo 
makes every lesson fun, impactful and engaging. 

Also, Dr Yeo’s door is always open to his students; he will make 
time to meet everyone of his students. He takes the utmost 
effort to know his students at a more personal level. Through his 
actions and efforts, it is clear that he deeply cares not just about 
our academic progress, but also about us personally. He is 
indeed a role model to many aspiring educators. 

So thank you, Dr Yeo, and thank you, NIE, for this wonderful 
chapter of our lives! 

NTU

2017
OPEN HOUSE
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