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Welcome to the fifth issue of GPL’s newsletter and the first 
issue for 2017! Let us welcome the year of the rooster with a 
rainy start, not forgetting the double rainbow to inspire your 
wishes ahead of this year of the rooster. 

We have some exhilarating news coming your way this 
coming May. First of all, our very own ‘NIE Postgraduate 
Fair’ is back again this year! Join us as we bring you a 
great diversity of world-class higher degree to professional 
development programmes. Be sure not to miss such attractive 
opportunities. Stay tuned for the event date and mark it down 
in your calendars!

Now back to our newsletter ... ‘Celebrate with Dean’ will be 
making its debut in this exciting issue. This event seeks 
engagement with students out of their academic curriculum 
and was organised by our own colleagues from the Higher 
Degree unit. Do check out the featured snapshots on Page 10.

Learn about leadership on Page 14 with Mrs Allison Lim’s 
insights and opinions on key lessons provided by Leaders from 
the Education programme and conversations with the students.

A big thank you to all contributors to this issue of the 
newsletter. Every contribution plays a role in the success of 
this publication. Happy reading and do 
stay tuned for more exciting events 
coming your way in the months to 
come! 

 
CHIEF EDITOR 
Assoc Prof Shirley Lim

Associate Dean
Research Grants Management
Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL)

A Message From The Editor

READER’S CONTRIBUTION
If you know of anyone who has displayed attributes of 
“Learning Differently, Leading Change”, do send us their story to 
niegpl@nie.edu.sg.  We will be in touch with you very soon! 
However, the editorial team reserves the right to edit and publish 
the article.

Follow us for 
updates of events and activities 

via our facebook page
www.facebook.com/NIEGPL

Calendar Of Events

► Application period for Higher Degree  
 Programmes - January 2018 Intake

 3 April - 16 June 2017 
Doctor in Education 

 3 April - 19 June 2017 
Master of Arts in Leadership and Educational 
Change - joint programme with Teachers 
College, Columbia University 

 2 May - 31 July 2017 
PhD and Masters by Research

 22 May - 10 July 2017 
Masters by Coursework 

www.nie.edu.sg/jan2018

► Events/Conferences

 20 May - 21 May 2017 
World Postgraduate Expo 2017
Venue: Jakarta Convention Centre
www.wpg.weeindonesia.com

 31 May - 2 June 2017 
Redesigning Pedagogy International 
Conference - Education for the Future: 
Creativity, Innovation, Values
Venue: NIE
conference.nie.edu.sg

 1 June 2017 
Mathematics Teachers Conference 2017 
Mathematics Instruction: Goals, Tasks and 
Activities 
Venue: NTU
math.nie.edu.sg/ame/mtc2017

 15 and 17 June 2017 
Enhance Your Career Opportunities with a 
Higher Degree at NIE-NTU, Singapore 
Venue: Hanoi Daewoo Hotel (15 June) and 
 Kim Do Royal Hotel Saigon (17 June)
www.nie.edu.sg/vietnam 



What attracted you to a higher degree programme at NIE? 
‘You should go for it,’ said Mrs Wang, the principal of Lakeside Primary School.  She urged me to 
take up the postgraduate scholarship.  I was glad that I listened to her advice.  The learning journey 
that I embarked on was intensive, yet memorable.  

Naturally, NIE was my first choice.  NIE has established a reputation for delivering quality professional 
development programmes that tailored to the learning needs of individuals in the education sector.  
I chose Master of Education (Primary) programme at NIE because it gives a broad overview of the 
various aspects of primary education and provides the flexibility for me to select specific elective 
courses to cater to my interests and needs.

How would you describe your learning experiences and interactions with NIE 
faculty members?  Has the programme been beneficial to you in bringing forth 
changes or allowing you to apply what you’ve learnt at work?  
The courses in the MEd (Primary) programme included understanding the process in quantitative 
and qualitative research methodologies, deepening understanding of assessment principles and 
issues, looking at concepts and frameworks to understand current views and the impact of the 
national context on the curriculum, and using technology and art pedagogy for teaching and learning.  

The relevance and the richness of the reading 
materials, interactions with the NIE professors 
and the activities conducted in class made the 
lessons enjoyable and comfortable, and learning 
was always rich and fruitful during each lesson. 

I was able to immediately apply what has been 
taught at work; selecting appropriate cognitive 
technology tools to integrate with the subject 
content and the content-specific pedagogy, 
integrating core subjects through drama, 
visual arts and music, ensuring the balanced 

use of Assessment of Learning and Assessment for Learning 
when assessing children’s learning and relating better to the 
curriculum’s goals and teaching the subject as a discipline 
rather than an exam subject.  Indeed, the learning has helped 
to expand my knowledge of educational theories and practices.  

What was the best part of being a student at NIE? 
In every course, there were opportunities to work with other 
educators.  It allowed me to be open-minded, critically reflective 
and engaged in collaboration and consensus building.  Besides 
enhancing my communication skills and developing a critical 
thinking mindset, it also provided me with a network of expert 
professionals whom I can connect and depend on when I need 
their expertise.

What advice would you give to the people who are 
interested in doing their postgraduate studies? 
I believe that learning should not stop.  We should learn 
throughout life, constantly upgrading to stay abreast of the 
developments in education and deepening our teaching skills.  
Looking forward, I would consider taking another master’s 
programme in Instructional Design and Technology as 
integrating ICT in teaching and learning is another area that I 
have passion in.  No doubt, NIE would be my preferred institute 
as the programme structure, support from the professors and 
the non-threatening learning environment would facilitate my 
next learning stage.

MASTERING
THE VOYAGE OF LEARNING

with Linda Lee, currently a Curriculum Planning 
Officer at the Ministry of Education, Singapore and 
a Master of Education (Primary) graduate.

For more information about Master of Education (MEd) programme 
at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/med

I chose Master of Education (Primary) programme 
at NIE because it gives a broad overview of the various 
aspects of primary education and provides the 
flexibility for me to select specific elective courses to 
cater to my interests and needs.
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What research area(s) are you working on now?  How does it impact your work 
at NIE?  
I wear three hats in terms of research, namely:   
• Mathematics: my research in Domain Theory – a branch of Topology1  dealing with non-

Hausdorff topologies on partially ordered sets; 
• Computer science: I manufacture semantics-models for functional programming languages; 
• Mathematics education: I explore and apply new pedagogies (e.g., flipped classroom, and 

reading mathematics at tertiary level), in enhancing mathematics learning, especially at the 
pre-university and tertiary levels.  

My collaboration with many renowned domain-theorists resulted in the solution of some open 
problems in Domain Theory.  NIE’s focus on academic research creates a supportive and 
conducive environment for creativity.  One major research product I pioneered was ERCE (Exact 
Real Calculator for Everyone), which was developed to circumvent traditional floating-point errors 
in computer systems.  Subsequently, this work resulted in an industrial collaboration between NIE 
and one of the world leaders in the production of scientific calculators.  My research findings in 
flipped classrooms have also recently been translated to classroom implementations in certain 
junior colleges.

Why is NIE a good place for you to do your work?
Working in a place where you meet your friends and to learn from them – this is what makes NIE a 
truly ideal place to work in.
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For more information about Master of Science (Mathematics for Educators) 
at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/mscmath

What does NIE offer to higher degree 
students that  is unique?
NIE boasts of the best academic staff members 
who are simultaneously the experts in their 
academic fields as well as the best practitioners 
in the pedagogy of their disciplines.  In short, 
NIE is constantly at the cutting edge of academic 
and educational research activities, the impact of 
which is felt worldwide.  Higher degree students 
at NIE are guaranteed in the acquisition of up-
to-date content knowledge and research skills 
through state-of-the-art instructional channels.

How would you describe NIE higher 
degree students?
NIE higher degree students form the prototype 
of a body of inspired, highly motivated and 
self-directed learners in the 21st Century.  The 
majority of part-time students, who are mostly 
full-time teachers, are now augmented by a 
steadily growing number of international students 
who read our higher degree programmes by 
coursework or research.  The richness and 
diversity of the student body contribute greatly 
towards an exciting NIE learning community.

What have you learnt from your 
students?
My students always turn out to be my best 
teachers.  Very often, some seemingly 
simple questions that students pose turn 
out to trigger deep insights into new areas 
of research.  I learnt the most from my PhD 
students – they never fail to impress me with 
many brave and creative ideas in research.  

What do you do in your leisure time 
to de-stress yourself and to keep your 
mind away from work?
To manage stress, I hit the gym three times a 
week.  My usual one-hour intensive training 
routine takes place early in the morning before 
I start work.  In addition, I complete at least one 
2.4km run each month.  Engaging in regular 
physical exercise is important for my health 
and fitness, and ensures that I remain in tip-top 
condition, be it at my work or with my family.  

1 An abstract field of mathematics that was recently in 
the limelight because of its link with quantum Hall effect 
due to the works of 2016 Nobel Laureates for Physics: 
Thouless, Haldane and Kosterlitz.

EQUATING
TEACHING WITH LEARNING

with Asst Prof Ho Weng Kin, currently the 
Programme Leader for Master of Science 
(Mathematics for Educators) at the Mathematics and 
Mathematics  Education (MME) Academic Group.

Higher degree students at NIE are guaranteed in 
the acquisition of up-to-date content knowledge and 
research skills through state-of-the-art instructional 
channels.



What are you currently working as? 
I joined NIE in 2013, where I currently run several 
research and development projects as Principal 
Investigator and Co-Principal Investigator. 
My research focuses on teacher professional 
development (PD), the analysis of exemplary 
instructional practices, and the translation of 
scientific knowledge to foster teacher PD.  I work 
with kindergarten, primary, and lower secondary 
in-service teachers.  My main content areas of 
interest are mathematics, music, and the arts.  
My research is applied in nature, so it doesn’t only 
impact my own work at NIE but also the work of PD 
providers and teachers, which in turn contributes to 
better the learning of students.   

Why is NIE a good place for you to do your work? 
I can’t think of a better context for me to develop my scholarly work 
and grow as an educational researcher.  Firstly, NIE is a very large institution 
with many bright and prestigious scholars (i.e., researchers, professors and lecturers).  Coming 
from a rather small education department in a US university, I really value having the opportunity 
to work with and learn from so many colleagues.  Secondly, as a researcher in the field of 
teacher PD, I enjoy the close working relationship with policymakers, PD providers-facilitators, 
schools, and teachers.  I have never experienced this level of collaboration in any of the other 
countries where I have previously worked in.  Finally, I appreciate the support from the Ministry of 
Education and other funding agencies in the process of developing our work. Education is taken 
very seriously in Singapore, that’s for sure! 

GROWING WITH NIE 
AS AN EDUCATIONAL RESEARCHER

with Dr Alfredo Bautista, currently the Higher Degrees by 
Research’s Programme Leader for the Education and Cognitive 
Development Lab (ECDL), Office of Education Research (OER), 
where he works as a Research Scientist and Lecturer.
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What does NIE offer to higher degree students that is unique?
NIE conducts cutting-edge research in many areas.  Being a higher degree student in 
such a vibrant research institute offers lots of opportunities for learning.  In NIE, higher 
degree students benefit from the expertise of scholars who specialise in both content 
knowledge and pedagogical content knowledge.  The link between theory and practice 

is very strong, which I think is something highly valued by most higher degree students.

How would you describe NIE higher degree students?
NIE higher degree students are highly committed, bright, and very collaborative.  For 

example, I currently supervise two Master of Arts by Research students whose dissertations 
focus on music teacher PD.  I meet them weekly, often together, and it makes me very happy to 

see how much they help each other in their work.  Instead of competing in a negative way, they work 
together with me towards a common goal.  

What have you learnt from your students? 
When I started to serve as ECDL’s Higher Degrees by Research programme leader, I decided to 
create a discussion group to bring the students together on a weekly basis.  We were initially a very 
small group, but we have been growing and growing over the years… My email list has now about 
70 contacts, which includes not only higher degree students but also research staff and faculty from 
various departments in NIE.  We hold weekly sharing sessions where we discuss research, give 
feedback to our colleagues, and engage in conversations regarding education, theory and practice, 
and academic life.  I have learnt so much from leading this group, both academically and personally.

Redesigning 
Pedagogy International 

Conference 
Education for the Future: 

Creativity, Innovation, Values
31 May - 2 June 2017

Visit conference.nie.edu.sg 
for more information.

“ In NIE, higher degree 
students benefit from the 
expertise of scholars who 
specialise in both content 
knowledge and pedagogical 
content knowledge.”



One of the key ideas that Prof David F. 
Labaree imparted to the hundreds in a crowded 
lecture theatre was this: “The general rule of 
teaching is that general rules don’t work.” 

Prof Labaree hails from Stanford University’s 
Graduate School of Education and was at 
NIE to provide critical reflections on research, 
theory and practice in education at the NIE 
Higher Degrees Distinguished Lecture and 
Seminars from 4 to 6 January 2017.

He was describing a classic educational 
practitioner’s belief that each student or 
classroom setting is unique and requires vastly 
different pedagogies, and that research is 
inapplicable to practice due to its generalising 
nature. He emphasised that the problems of 
educational practice cannot be fixed unless 
there is deep understanding of practice in the 
steady work of educational reform.

During his time at NIE, the distinguished scholar 
gave two more seminars with NIE faculty and 
higher degree students that raised a range of 

STANFORD PROVOCATIVE 
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issues in education. From arguing about the 
lack of a causal relationship between education 
and productivity, to decrying the politicisation of 
education and acknowledging the challenges 
of graduate schools of education, he provided 
a critical analysis of education and education 
systems. In a seminar with students from NIE’s 
Doctor in Education and PhD programmes, he 
also shared the wisdom of staying truthful in 
uncovering the big questions and assumptions 
in education research. 

Drawing from the discourse of the American 
education context, Prof Labaree highlighted the 
difficulties in balancing the ideals of democratic 
equality, social efficiency, and social mobility. 
Amongst a panel of NIE academics, he also 
led a rich discussion in response to key points 
raised in his lecture, “The peculiar problems of 
preparing educational researchers: What can 
NIE do?” 

The NIE community warmly welcomed the 
Stanford academic and appreciated his 
keen insights and stimulating ideas drawn 

From left: Assoc Prof Mary Anne Heng, Dr Warren Mark Liew, Prof David Labaree and Dr Hairon Salleh

from a wealth of experience over the last 30 
years researching, thinking and writing about 
enduring ideas in education history, policy and 
practice. He has written six books including, 
“The Trouble with Ed Schools” (Yale University 
Press, 2004); and “Someone Has to Fail: 
The Zero-Sum Game of Public Schooling” 

“ The general rule of 
teaching is that general 
rules don’t work.”

For more information about higher degrees at NIE, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/hd

(Harvard, 2010). His latest book, “A Perfect 
Mess: The Unlikely Ascendancy of American 
Higher Education” is to be published this year 
by the University of Chicago Press.

The NIE Higher Degrees Distinguished 
Lecture and Seminars 2017 revolved 
around important and provocative issues 
such as the peculiar problems of preparing 
educational researchers, conflicting purposes 
and relevance of educational research, and 
reasons for unsuccessful educational reforms.



For easy access to information and community features that support 
knowledge sharing for graduate students and faculty, please visit 
www.nie.edu.sg/hdconnect

February 6th marked our inaugural “Celebrate with Dean”, the latest of GPL’s initiatives to engage 
students outside the academic context. This first event centred on the Lunar New Year celebrations.

The event was cosy, with students from Indonesia, China, The Philippines and Canada attending. 
Also present were faculty and staff from GPL. The Dean warmly welcomed those present and the 
students were invited to introduce themselves.

The traditions, customs and food of the Lunar New Year were then shared. The students from China 
also shared their practices, both similar and different.

After the sharing, the participants were led in making decorations from red packets. Everyone had 
fun with the intricate and sometimes frustrating folds. 

The students were then introduced to “Yusheng”, a regional dish. The various components of the 
dish, and their meanings were explained; as well as the custom of shouting out wishes for the New 
Year as the ingredients are tossed. Armed with this knowledge, the students joined in tossing the 
ingredients, and wishes for “good health” and “good grades” could be heard. It was the first time that 
our international students had tasted this dish, and all agreed that it was delicious.  Other goodies 
were also laid out, amongst them Kueh Lapis, Kueh Bahulu and Love Letters.

As the goodies were consumed, students, faculty and staff intermingled, sharing stories and small 
talk. The atmosphere was convivial and speech and laughter flowed. It was a good end to the event. 

Read more about what our international students have to say about NIE.

We took the opportunity to check in with some of our international students on why they 
chose to study in our sunny island, Singapore and why NIE: 

HOME AWAY FROM HOMECELEBRATE WITH DEAN 

The first thing I did to find a suitable university was to look for the best 
universities in education and linguistics field in Asia. I prefer Asia because it 
can offer a more educational and linguistics insight in a multicultural context. 
I found that NIE (under NTU) based on the QS ranking, is one of the best 
universities in the world. Thus, I chose NIE to do my master’s degree.

I think Singapore is a very successful multicultural country. Everything is 
very organised here, and all the citizens that I have met are very nice, 
respectful and responsible. Moreover, as a Muslim, it is easy to get halal 
food and find a place to pray. And the most important thing is, at any 
given moment, Singapore never fails to impress its people.

~ Risya Tazkia Nafisah
Master of Arts (Applied Linguistics) student from Indonesia

The reason why I choose NIE is because I had searched for 
the best Education Institute on the internet, and NIE was one 
of the top ranked institutes in the world. Why Singapore? Since 
I am from Guangzhou, China, it is easy for me to adapt to the 
weather, food and language here.

~ Zhu Jiali Kelly
Master of Arts (Teaching Chinese as an International 

Language) student from China

I have lots of good friends and connections here so I think it’s great 
to continue to be here. There are also many opportunities to grow 
personally and professionally in Singapore. Besides, Singapore is 
a multicultural society with people from many different national and 
ethnic groups. The counselling programme that NIE offers matches 
my interest to further my studies in the human services industry. The 
conditions are favourable for me to study here now that I am a mother. 
I am grateful for all the support I received from the school, family and 
friends so that I can pursue my study while taking care of my baby.

~ Nguyen Thi Gia Hoang
Master of Arts (Counselling and Guidance) student from Vietnam

Celebrate with Dean on 6 February 2017 with Prof Christine Goh, Dean, Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL) 
(third from the right) and Assoc Prof Ang Keng Cheng, Associate Dean of Higher Degrees (first from the right). 

NIE has been ranked as one of the top 
20 education institutions in the world and top 3 in 

Asia by Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranking
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THE QUALITY SUPERVISION DAY 2017

THE QUALITY WRITING DAY 2017

Organised by the GRAD Centre 
and GPL, the second biennial 
Quality Supervision Day took place 
on February 14, 2017 in Lecture 
Theatre 8. Professor Yue Chee 
Yoon, Associate Provost (Graduate 
Education), Nanyang Technological 
University, was the Guest-of-Honour. 

This year, Professor John Bitchener 
of the Auckland University of Technology delivered a keynote address titled “Challenges and 
solutions in supervising doctoral students: The preferred and the negotiated practices of an 
experienced supervisor,” as well as a talk titled “The interplay between pre-writing advice and post-
writing feedback.” The keynote and talk were followed by panel discussions by several invited NIE 
faculty members. The Quality Supervision Day let NIE and NTU faculty members reflect on and 
share best practices in the supervision of research students. The participants learned from one 
another’s insights, experiences, and success stories. 

The GRAD Centre organised the inaugural Quality 
Writing Day on February 15, 2017 in Lecture 
Theatre 8.  The Quality Writing Day offered an 
opportunity for participants to share best practices 
in writing, especially academic writing, which is 
important to our higher degree students. From 
the seminar given by Professor John Bitchener, 
the students learned about the role and use of 
literature review in different chapters of their 
dissertations. Three PhD students also shared about the challenges they faced in academic writing, and 
their strategies for overcoming them. They used examples from refereed journal articles and their own 
writing. Thanks to everyone’s contributions, it was an enjoyable and fruitful event for all.

GRADUATE RESEARCH AND ACADEMIC 
DEVELOPMENT (GRAD) CENTRE

The Graduate Research and Academic Development (GRAD) Centre opened its doors to the NIE 
community in January 2017. It provides support for NIE higher degree students to develop as 
effective writers in their specialisations. It also offers training in writing and professional presentation, 
skills that are transferrable to their careers. 

In the GRAD Centre, higher degree students can receive feedback and guidance for written 
assignments from our English language consultants and trained peer consultants. The centre 
strives to provide an environment in NIE where the students can receive specific ideas to improve 
their academic writing, conference presentation, and statistical analysis skills. To that end, the 
centre organises activities such as advanced writing groups, workshops on various aspects of 
academic writing, seminars in professional conference presentations, and writing camps for higher 
degree students across the 12 Academic Groups at NIE.

NIE Higher Degree students can join us for expert advice on writing, oral communication, or 
statistical analysis skills. Places are limited and registration is on a first-come-first-served basis.
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From left: Assoc Prof Mukhlis Abu Bakar, Assoc Prof Yan Yaw Kai, 
Prof John Bitchener, Prof Christine Goh and Asst Prof Cheung Yin Ling

From left: PhD students: Kong Leng Chee, 
Chen Yixiong, Ng Li Ling Alicia, 

Asst Prof Hairon Salleh and Prof John Bitchener

For more information about writing-related events at NIE, 
please visit niehd.nie.edu.sg/grad-centre

Advanced writing group workshop



During my first week as principal at Marymount 
Convent School, I sought to understand my 
new students better by meeting them in the 
canteen during recess. It was wonderful to be 
greeted with the twinkling eyes on the chubby 
faces of the girls. 

The first group I met was a group of Primary 1 
students. During our conversation, one of the 
girls proudly told me that she was the first to 
answer a difficult math question in class.

The next was a group of Primary 5 students 
who had just taken a class test. One girl was 
upset that she did not know what to write for 
her picture composition during her class test; 
another was confused about the advice her 
teacher gave her, to “think out of the box”. 

After meeting the curious Primary 1s and the 
seemingly stressed Primary 5s, I began to 
wonder, what had happened to the enthusiasm 
and excitement towards learning?

Freshly graduated from Leaders in Education 
(LEP) Programme, the conversations reminded 
me of some key lessons gleaned over the past 
six months.

An inquisitive mind
I strongly believe that every child can and wants 
to learn; Dr Christina Ratnam introduced us to 
the beliefs of John Dewey, which I resonate 

A peek into my 
LEP Lessons

by Mrs Allison Lim, currently the Principal 
of Marymount Convent School and a LEP 2016 participant.

strongly with. Both the Primary 1s 
and 5s that I met wanted to acquire 
new knowledge. But their purpose 
and motivation in doing so were markedly 
different.

The Primary 1 student was excited that she was 
“assessed” as clever by her teacher because she 
was the first to answer correctly. The Primary 5 
student was stressed by her class test because 
she was unsure if she could write a good story. 
Her motivation was most likely beyond writing 
well; it was likely that she desired good grades so 
that she could eventually score during PSLE. 

I wondered if there was a way to ensure that 
my students will want to learn for the sake of 
learning. What should I be communicating to my 
students regarding the reasons for learning? 

A critical cornerstone of the School
Assoc Prof Kelvin Tan taught us to consider 
the design of “assessment” in school because 
it greatly impacts students’ learning and 
teachers’ way of teaching. One common 
belief is “what gets measured gets done.” If 
true, we must be careful of what and how we 
measure as these signal what is important and 
of value. Thus, it is of great importance to use 
“assessment” wisely, to bring out the different 
talents of our students and enable them to 
better themselves. 

The underlying culture
One of the key lessons that I resonate strongly with, 
is Assoc Prof Ng Pak Tee’s saying, “Education is a 
human enterprise of paying it forward”.

Principals have to shoulder immense 
responsibility because of the lives under their 
charge. They need to diligently chart the 
direction and lead their staff, and at the same 
time, ensure that students who pass through 
the gates of their schools can develop to their 
full potential. Principals must also be able 
to rally teachers together and communicate 
instructions and formulate strategies. 

Ms Esther Lai and Dr Zoe Boon challenged us, as 
school leaders, to check on our culture. Is it one 
where teachers feel comfortable to take initiative, 
to try and to ask questions? A culture where 
students strive to learn, and not just for the sake 
of grades? Are we merely striving, or thriving? 
I therefore wish to develop a nurturing culture 
which seeks to understand the needs of students 
and help them develop their full potential. 

Inclusivity
Coming back to the Primary 5 
girls, I asked them to consider 
why the picture was “in a box”. 
I challenged them to think of 
the concepts that the teachers 
had taught them on framing a 
perspective and to imagine the 
“before” and “after” of the picture 
so that they could string the 
story into a cohesive whole. The 
two girls’ eyes lit up and they 
thanked me profusely. 

I noticed a girl amongst these Primary 5 girls; she 
limped and one hand hung by her side. When I 
addressed her, she flashed a big smile at me 
as she turned, greeting me with slurred speech. 
I then realised she suffered from muscular 
dystrophy. She described her favourite lessons 
and enrichment activities to me with elation, and 
without hesitation or inhibition.

I remembered what the late Assoc Prof Benjamin 
Wong had told us about equity and inclusivity. 
This cheerful girl, though physically disabled, 
enjoyed learning and showed evidence of 
development, demonstrating clearly that the 
school’s culture is inclusive and all-embracing. 

Such is what I envision to do – to build a culture 
and environment that will continue to encourage 
curiosity in my students. Teachers will inspire 
learning with their own desire to learn, students 
will have a strong desire to learn beyond the 
class, and most importantly, every child will help 
and support one another in learning, growing 
and blossoming into their fullest potential!

For more information about Leaders in Education (LEP) Programme 
at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/lep

Mr Ng Chee Meng, Minister for Education (Schools) and 
Senior Minister of State for Transport together with Mrs Allison Lim
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The Management and Leadership in Schools 
(MLS) programme is a 17-week full-time 
executive programme for selected middle level 
leaders in schools. It aims to develop middle 
level leaders in expanding their roles beyond 
departments and to prepare them to take on 
direct leadership for teaching and learning in 
the innovative school. Participants will have 
opportunities to go out of Singapore and learn 
from the educational systems in selected 
ASEAN and Asia-Pacific countries in the region. 
They will observe these different educational 
systems and cultures, and can then use these 
observations as a basis to challenge their 
thinking regarding their own school system. 

What have you learnt to do better from 
your trip to Taiwan?
Our groups visited Taipei and Taichung, Taiwan 
in September 2016. From our trips, we learned 
to draw on deeper leadership and management 
principles and practices to create the conditions 
for success. This included being always ready to 
make changes, and learning to understand and 
collaboratively support ongoing needs with our 
team and other learning communities.  We also 
gained insight as to how the schools and industries 
we visited in Taiwan took to innovating their 
curriculum, products, and services to survive in 
this competitive era. Our learning pursuit as middle 
leaders to create something new and innovative, 
give our best at all time with a ‘willing-to-give-it-a-
try’ attitude must not cease. Our groups witnessed, 
first-hand, the execution of Environmental 
Education policy in Taiwan; something we saw 
at almost every site that we visited.  Taiwan’s 
recycling efforts have been widely recognised as 
one of the best in the world. The recycling rate for 
household garbage is high and it is very much part 
of the Taiwanese’s daily routine to separate trash 
into unrecyclable and recyclables.  Singapore can 
definitely do better in this area.

For more information about Management and Leadership in Schools (MLS) 
programme at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/mls

What is your greatest takeaway from 
the learning trip?
Through this trip, we realised the need to have an 
innovative mindset. It means stepping out of our 
comfort zone, seeking the unconventional and 
driving ourselves forward despite the pressure 
to conform or despite meeting with setbacks 
and failures. Having an innovative mindset is 
not about changing for the sake of changing, but 
about getting better results through doing things 
differently and thinking out of the box. We need 
to provide a conducive learning environment for 
both our teachers and students. This will allow 
teachers to be able to innovate their practices 
to meet students’ needs, and for students to 
learn to embrace these innovative practices. In 
this way, as a teaching fraternity, we can grow 
professionally and help our students to believe 
in themselves and pursue their goals in life. 

What do you appreciate better about 
our education system after the trip?
We have a strong education system that 
has been moving forward as a whole. It is a 
system which encompasses great diversity 
and flexibility, and provides students with more 
choices in pursuing their interests. Indeed, we 
appreciate our education system for building a 
solid foundation in literacy, numeracy, and ICT 
in our students. These are still very important in 
the workplace and have given us a competitive 
edge over other countries in communication and 
efficiency. The enculturation of good character 
and values, sports and the arts in our system will 
take our young to greater heights in the future. 
  
Reflection by members in Groups D and M

MLS Groups D and M with Prof Tan Oon Seng, Director of NIE (forth from the right, second-row), Prof Christine Goh, Dean, Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (second from the right, second-row) 
and Assoc Prof Ng Pak Tee, Associate Dean (Leadership Learning) (first from the right, second-row)

Management 
and Leadership 
in Schools 
(MLS) 
July 2016
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Get 
Connected
Watch us on youtube.

www.nie.edu.sg/gplvideo

www.nie.edu.sg/gpl#getting-to-know-series



Course 
Code Course Title Course 

Start Date
Course 

End Date
Physical Education

IPE0028 Psychological Preparation for Athletes in Sports 22 May 17 23 May 17

IPE0039
Effective Management of Football as a co-curricular activity 
(CCA) in Primary schools - Basic Football Training & Laws 
of The Game (LOTG)

4 Jul 17 4 Jul 17

IPE0038 Effective Management of Badminton as a Co-curricular 
Activity (CCA) in Schools 6 Jul 17 7 Jul 17

Science

INS1015 An Integrated Thematic Approach to Teaching Primary Science 11 Jul 17 12 Jul 17

INS2123 Everyday Science in Foods 16 Aug 17 25 Oct 17

Social Emotional Learning

IPS0008 Empowering Student Social and Emotional Competencies 
and Lifeskills 1 Aug 17 2 Aug 17

IPS0013 Cultivating Confidence: Classroom Connections 16 Aug 17 17 Aug 17

IPS0003 Enhancing the Social and Emotional Competencies of 
Teachers 22 Aug 17 23 Aug 17

*SkillsFuture credit eligible

For more professional development courses at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd-catalogue

List of Professional Development courses from May to October 2017

Course 
Code Course Title Course 

Start Date
Course 

End Date
Curriculum, Teaching and Learning

ILS0013 Introduction to Instructional Design* 1 Jun 17 1 Jun 17

ICT0417 Design Thinking: Tools and Methods 28 Jun 17 29 Jun 17

ICT03xx Assessment Literacy Courses 29 Jun 17 17 Aug 17

ICT0324 Nurturing self-regulated learners through assessment 
practices 7 Jul 17 4 Aug 17

ICT0202 Differentiated Instruction for Diverse Learners 20 Jul 17 21 Jul 17

ICT0413 Engaging Pedagogies 3 Aug 17 22 Aug 17

ICT0509 Leading Professional Learning Teams in Data-Driven 
Conversations 15 Aug 17 28 Aug 17

Design and Technology

INS2143 Refresher on Machining Skills (III) 8 May 17 12 July 17

Humanities

IHS2223 Perspectives on the Impact of the Japanese Occupation on 
Singapore 18 May 17 18 May 17

IHS2241 Geography Symposium 25 May 17 25 May 17

IHS2238 Workshop on Service Learning in Geography 30 May 17 30 May 17

IHS2202 Workshop on Geographical Inquiry for A-level Geography 1 Jun 17 2 Jun 17

IHS2240 Seminar on Weather and Climate for Upper Secondary 
Geography 4 Jul 17 13 Jul 17

IPD0148 Using Learning Technologies Effectively in the Geography 
Classroom 5 Jul 17 6 Jul 17

Mathematics

IME2090 Engaging the Minds and Hearts of Mathematics Learners 29 May 17 31 May 17

IME2036 Algebra in Secondary Additional Mathematics 29 May 17 30 May 17

IME1041 Strategies to Teach P1 to P3 Low Progress Pupils to Solve 
Mathematical Process Problems 19 Jun 17 20 Jun 17

IME2055 Metacognition in the Mathematics Classroom 28 Jun 17 2 Aug 17

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT20 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 21

www.nie.edu.sg/pd-hd-pathway  



PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT22 PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 23

For more information about professional development at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd

On 1 November 2016, 108 teachers, special school teachers and allied educators from the 
Ministry of Education (MOE) graduated from the National Institute of Education (NIE); after 
successfully completing one of the six in-service Diploma and Advanced Diploma programmes. 
These programmes included the Diploma in Physical Education, Advanced Diploma in Primary 
Art Education, Advanced Diploma in Primary Music Education, Advanced Diploma in Primary 
Mathematics Education, Advanced Diploma in Special Education, and Advanced Diploma in 
Teaching Early Primary School Years.

The annual ceremony saw the gathering of graduands with their family and friends, as well as school 
principals and guests from MOE Academies, celebrating a milestone in their professional teaching 
journey. Learning never stops. Indeed, the teachers who have graduated from these programmes 
have developed new understandings in the content knowledge and pedagogical innovations in 
their respective areas of learning. These programmes have also helped teachers develop new 
competencies in response to the changing societal needs and demands. 

In sharing what they liked most about the ceremony, the graduands mentioned how they liked that 
the ceremony was simple and short, yet warm and meaningful.  Many of the graduands were also 
inspired by the Valedictorian’s speech as it resonated with their own experiences.

2016 Graduation Ceremony 
for Diploma and Advanced In-service Diploma 
Programmes

There’s always a special place in my heart for NIE, MOE and 
Schools, especially the great people who have 
inspired, guided and made an impact on 
me. NIE has helped me to redefine the true 
meaning of service excellence; which is 
consistently doing my best to help others 
through relationship building, collaborative 
work and reflective practice.  

~ Valedictorian Mdm Tutek Alauyah Binte Amir

The graduation ceremony does not mark the end of a journey, but rather signifies the beginning of 
yet another chapter in their continual professional journey. Congratulations to all the graduands of 
the 2016 in-service programmes.

by Assoc Prof Chang Chew Hung, Associate Dean, Professional Development, Office of 
Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

Graduands from the Diploma in Physical Education (In-service) programme with Mr Chan Yew Wooi, Director, 
Professional Development, Academy of Singapore Teachers, MOE and NIE faculty members
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Imagine this ─ 19 unique individuals, 19 individual perspectives and mind sets. We agreed to 
disagree, we learned, adapted, accepted, bonded, cared, shared, had fun, and formed precious 
memories. Four months later, we graduated, with a myriad of experiences and perspectives. 

Organising our concert on top of our group work and assignments presented opportunities for rich 
learning. We took ownership of our learning and purposefully crafted concert items to share our 
experience of World Music with our guests. 

We started the concert in the 
World Music Room with two 
beautiful Gamelan pieces, 
“Landrang Eling Eling” and 
“Lancaran Kandhang Bubrah”, 
on both the slendro and pelog 
scales. As we led our guests 
to the recital room, we used 
a Kompang performance to 
welcome everyone back again. 
Next, we had an Acappella 
rendition of “The Lion Sleeps 
Tonight”. 

Through informal learning, many of us picked up the skill of playing the Ukelele while some further 
honed theirs. As a class, we performed tunes starting with a short riff from a Brazilian piece, “Tico-
Tico no Fubá” by Zequinha de Abreu, using the fingerpicking technique. We then performed a 
choral singing piece, accompanied by a more common strumming technique, on the song “Sway”.

Through the eyes and teachings of Dr Larry and Natalie, we experienced the culture and music 
from around the world, and the love and essence of humanity. The medley of songs comprising 
of Seribu Kenangan, Ru Yan (The Swallow) and Bunga Sayang, was specially arranged by one 

by Mayrah Abdullah Loh, Fengshan Primary School and Gin Chua Gim Peng, Kheng 
Cheng Primary School

of our music educators, Mr Wilson Kwa. The songs were accompanied with musical instruments 
from the East and the West.

The concert wrapped up with two pieces by the BA ROCK band, bringing in the element of pop 
culture and satisfying the rockstar in some of us. As we wanted to end the concert with a bang, 
we slotted in an instrumental piece “Oye Como Va”, as our background music while we showed 
our appreciation and recognition to all our lecturers who have guided and coached us on this 
beautiful journey.

During the four months of rigorous training in pedagogical assignments and musicianship, we 
each had our own “out of our comfort zone” moments; but we kept going, finding our pace and 
rhythm. This is only the beginning, not the end, and we will bring our rhythm back to school to 
share with the children. 

Now that we are back with Visual Performing Arts (VPA) Academic Group, we can see the seamless 
collaboration between NIE VPA and Singapore Teachers’ Academy for the aRTs (STAR) in providing 
teachers with the right training so that the students back in schools will receive the same.

For more information about professional development at NIE, 
please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd
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Teachers from the Advanced Diploma in Primary Music Education (class of 2016) 
performing the concert with gamelan

Teachers performing the concert with ukeleles

Our Journey




