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TEACHING SLOWER 
LEARNERS TO KEEP 
ACCOUNTS FOR A 
NON-PROFIT MAKING 
ORGANISATION 

TEY SAU HlNG 

Many accounting concepts and principles related to the 
keeping of accounts are far too abstract for our slower students 
to visualize. Through mere verbal description of concepts and 
principles by the teacher, more often than not, learning eludes 
our slower charges and they become easily bored. Learning 
would be made easier and much more interesting if business 
situations are recreated in the Accounting classroom. Such 
concrete experiences provided would assist the slower ones in 
their conceptualisation. Furthermore, this would serve as the 
motivational force for learning as they become involved in the 
situations and content i s  made more meaningful to them. 

The following is an example of how a unit of instruction on 
keeping accounts for a non-profit making organisation can be 
taught to a group of slower Accounting students. 

It is suggested that the unit takes off with the setting up of 
such an organisation within the class. Allow students the pleasure 
of  finding the most interesting name for their newly formed club. 
Assist students in formulating a set of objectives for their club. 
Objectives may cover the following: 

1. to organise social functions for i t s  members, 

e.g. (a) celebration of birthdays. 
(b) get-together lunch a t  the end of each term. 

2. to do community work, 

e.g. (a) to raise funds for the purpose of donating to 
charitable organisations. 

. (b) to sell flags for charitable organisations. 
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3. to set up sub-committees for the purpose of organising 
a variety of games for i t s  members, 

4. to set up learning groups for the purpose of providing 
assistance to members who need extra guidance in 
various subjects. 

This should suffice for a first lesson of 35-40 minutes. A 
teacher of slower learners should never rush into discussing 
abstract accounting concepts the first time the unit is launched. 
Achieving objectives in the cognitive domain is not the focus. 
Psychomotor skills and affective objectives are the highlights of 
this lesson. They include: 

1. developing skills in planning and organising, 

2. teaching skills in writing organisational objectives, 

3. developing skills in discussing, interacting, communi- 
cating and presenting, and 

4. preparing and arousing interest in the topic "Account- 
ing for Non-Profit Making Organisations". 

In the second lesson, the concepts of entrance fees as either 
a source of income or a capital receipt and cash an asset will be 
made clear to students. The lesson opens with the formation of 
a committee to manage the club. The teacher is advised to 
demonstrate the formal procedures of conducting a meeting to 
elect office bearers for the club. After all representatives to the 
committee have been selected, the newly elected President will 
take over the meeting to decide on the amount of entrance fees 
members should pay. Restrain students from shouting out figures 
across the room. They are expected to raise their hands and stand 
up to make their proposals. Each proposal has to be seconded 
by another member, otherwise it will be rejected. Once the 
decision on entrance fees is made, the newly elected Treasurer 
and his assistants will proceed to collect the sum from each 
member. A discussion on the nature and purpose of entrance fees 
then follows. It is crucial to drive home the point that entrance 
fees i s  a source of income or capital receipt whereas cash is not 
seen as such, but an asset of the club. 
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The next day's lesson begins with the teacher introducing 
the concept of subscriptions, distinguishing it clearly from 
entrance fees paid earlier to the club. This is followed by the 
Vice-President convening a meeting to decide on the amount of 
subscriptions to be paid by members either weekly, fortnightly 
or monthly. The teacher may want to introduce the concept of 
lifelong membership a t  this juncture. This creates the opport- 
unity for a discussion on realization of income in a particular 
accounting period. If the students are exceptionally slow a t  
absorbing instruction, it may be wiser to leave out the concept 
of lifelong membership temporarily. After the meeting, the 
Treasurer and his assistants will again move round to collect 
subscriptions from respective members. The teacher, as a member 
of the club, can choose to pay subscriptions in advance thus 
creating the opportunity to introduce the concept to students. 
Subsequently students will be asked to explain the nature and 
purpose of subscriptions. This would reinforce what was pre- 
sented a t  the introduction of the lesson. Students' opinions on 
whether subscriptions is a source of income and cash an asset 
are also sought. This tests understanding of the concepts taught 
to them in the two lessons. 

In the same manner, the teacher will control the introduc- 
tion of expenditure items. The teacher can start with organising 
the class into sub-committees, each taking charge of a particular 
game which members are interested in, for example, table games 
like monopoly, bogus, caroms or outdoor games like swimming, 
bowling, cycling. Then introduce the concept of budgeting and 
discuss the important part it plays in the efficient management 
of the club. Demonstrate how a budget is prepared and how it 
i s  used in decision-making. The budget may reveal that bowling 
would deplete the funds very quickly. Unless members are 
prepared to pay more subcriptions, they may have to temporarily 
shelve the activity. 

As each activity is carried out, expenditure will be incurred. 
When a sufficient number of items has been accumulated, the 
teacher can then proceed with the accounting entries for a non- 
profit making organisation. In doing so, the teacher should make 
use of every opportunity to test students' knowledge of basic 
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accounting concepts like accounting entity, originating source 
documents, journals, debits, credits, ledgers, assets, proprietor- 
ship, income and expenses. Slower students need to be provided 
with many opportunities for reinforcement of concepts learnt 
previously and also a lot of time for practising skills in making 
accounting entries. 

When al l  students have completed the accounting entries 
for the various transactions generated, the Accountant and his 
team members will transfer them into actual books of accounts 
specially purchased for the club. The teacher may then proceed 
to the preparation of the Income and Expenditure Statement 
and the Balance Sheet. In this lesson, it is important for the 
teacher to reinforce the learning of concepts like going-concern, 
accounting period, matching of cost against revenue, adjustments 
to income and expenses - prepayments and accruals, financial 
position a t  a particular point in time, assets, proprietorship and 
liabilities. Each of these concepts needs special attention if it 
has not been taught previously. However, the issue on how to 
teach each of these concepts is not the focus of this article. 

The story continues with the students planning and organis- 
ing themselves for other activities. The second objective on 
raising funds for charitable organisations opens opportunities 
for students to engage themselves in some trading activities. 
They also learn skills in social interaction, communication and 
decision-making. The whole accounting process will be repeated 
after each of these activities. Slower students need more repeti- 
tion. This would provide them the opportunity for basicconcepts 
on keeping accounts for non-profit making organisations to be 
internalised. 

The key to success with slower Accounting students lies 
in the creation of a dynamic, meaningful and lively learning 
environment that will motivate them to learn. The learning 
environment created should help reduce abstract accounting 
concepts and principles to a more concrete level for the slower 
students. This will facilitate conceptualization as the students 
begin to see their relevance in the situation. The learning environ- 
ment should also allow for active involvement by the students. 
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In this way, learning of abstract accounting concepts is no longer 
seen as a drudgery, but an enjoyment. Finally, the scenario is 
presented in such a way that familiar and concrete ideas are 
introduced first before the new and abstract ones are brought 
into the picture. This will ensure that basic accounting concepts 
and principles are constantly repeated to the slower students and 
they are not presented with too much new knowledge a t  one 
time. 

In conclusion, it is worthwhile to remember that slower 
Accounting students need a lot of motivation and encouragement 
from their teachers, more concrete experiences to help them in 
their conceptualisation and last but not least, constant repetition 
of previously learnt materials. An effective Accounting teacher 
will bear all these in mind and will consistently design learning 
environments that bring out the maximum potential in their 
slower learners. 
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