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The subject, Social Studies, is concerned with the under- 
standing of man, his activities and his relationship with his fellow 
men and the environment. As such the subject provides the 
teacher with a great deal of opportunity for story-telling. 

As a teaching techniqud story-telling involves the student 
with the "real" l i fe experiences of a particular individual. As the 
story unfolds, the student is  encouraged to empathise with the 
feelings, hopes and aspirations of the character depicted. As the 
student identifies himself with the character portrayed in the 
story, he will learn to appreciate some of the values emphasised 
in the story. 

The sequence of the events presented in the story provides 
the backdrop for concepts to be introduced to the students. 
After listening to the story, the students will be led to identify 
the underlying messages of the story. They will also be asked to 
consider which aspects of the story will be relevant and meaning- 
ful to them. 

The value of the story-telling technique has been recognised 
by the developers of the Chinatown Package. This package is  
prepared for P6 N students. One of the stories used in the pack- 
age attempts to explain concepts like hardship, co-operation and 
interdependence. The story gives an account of the experiences 
of a Chinese immigrant in the early days. He related that life was 
very hard then. People were working as coolies. In his case he was 
a vegetable seller in Sago Lane. Initially he was the only vegetable 
seller around that area. Later others joined in the trade. To avoid 
price competition, they co-operated and formed a guild to 
regulate and control the activities of the members. The story was 
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After listening to the story the students will be asked to 
identify the important values that they have learnt. The values 
include the importance of hard work, co-operation and adaptabi- 
lity to changing circumstances. Questions such as the following 
will be used to guide the discussion and to assess the students' 
ability to apply what they have learnt from the story: 

i) If you were one of the earlier Chinese immigrants 
engaged in the textile business, would you have joined 
the Singapore Textile Association? Why? (Please give 
two reasons) 

ii) What do you think we two important values we can 
learn from the formation of guilds? 
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