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HOW TO MAKE SOCIAL 
STUDIES MEANINGFUL 
TO CHILDREN 

MADELINE WU 
GRACE LOH 

"Vanishing Trades" can be taught to Primary Six Normal 
Course pupils as they would have completed the topic on "Early 
Settlers" much earlier than their less academically inclined 
counterparts. 

Active participation in the lesson i s  encouraged be relating 
the pupils to their own past, social environment, customs and 
traditions. 

The term "Vanishing Trades" refers to occupations which 
involve skills and services for monetary purposes. These trades 
are gradually fading in existence or undergoing some modifica- 
tions (especially the way in which the products are sold or 
made), due to the changing social needs, economic conditions, 
tastes and values. These skills involve mainly the making of ' 

goods, e.g. the making of clogs and papier-mache masks. Services 
include letter-writing and entertainment (e.g. puppeteering and 
snake-charming). 

With the death of the vanishing tradesmen, the skills would 
vanish unless there is a conscious effort to promote and preserve 
the skills. 

This paper therefore attempts to focus on how pupils are 
led to find out the changes leading to the 'vanishing of trades', 
the reasons for the changes, how the changes affect the lives of 
the people and steps to be taken to preserve the skills. In this 
instance, the mask-making and letter-writing trades are used. The 
class can be shown a photo of a letter writer to help them acquire 
a better understanding of his trade. 
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What are these? 

When do you see them? 

Do you know who makes them? 

Hold up the papier-mache mask or show class the slide or 
photograph and ask: 

(a) How is  this made? 

(b) How long would it take to be made? 

Hold up the plastic mask, ask: 

(a) How is  this made? 

(b)  How long would it take to be made? 

Show me, by a raise of hand 

(a) those of you who wear papier-mache masks. 

(b) those of you who wear pastic masks. 

(Take a count in these two cases and note the counts on the 
board.) 

What can you say about the more favoured choice by look- 
ing a t  the board? 

The papier-mache mask costs $10. How much do you pay 
for the plastic mask? 

Which one is cheaper? 

10. Which one would you buy? 
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11. Would you want to earn a living by making and selling 
papier-mache masks? Why? 

12. What would you do to promote and preserve the skill of 
mask-ma king? 

By adopting the above-mentioned techniques, the teachers 
will actively involve their students. The students will find the 
subject more interesting and meaningful. 
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