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Introduction

In this networked world of mass migration and media, greater literacy skills are 
required for participation in a technologically-mediated age. Across nations, 
increasing attention is being paid to improving reading skills as the baseline for 
critical literacy, independent learning and civic participation1. Within Singapore, 
there is increased emphasis on reading with the launch of the National Reading 
Movement in 2016.

Reading is defined in this study as the meaningful decoding and comprehension 
of print and online texts for purposeful activity, including enjoyment, participation 
and action. For the study, we are interested in teenagers’ reading of lengthier 
texts such as books and articles. As such, while we recognize that there are 
other activities requiring reading skills (e.g., reading Instagram posts, game 
instructions), these are not included in our definition of reading2.

This publication reports on the reading habits of Singapore teenagers based on 
a survey conducted in six secondary schools between January and March 2017. 
It is part of a larger study on reading and school libraries, OER5/16 LCE Building 
a Reading Culture: A Nation-wide Study of Reading and School Libraries in 
Singapore Secondary Schools. The research question that guided this survey 
was: What are the reading habits and practices of Singapore adolescents 
between 12 to 17 years old? 

The survey was administered to 7,208 Secondary 1 to 5 students in six secondary 
schools, out of which 6,005 or 83.3% completed the survey. The six secondary 
schools selected were representative of Singapore schools and included two 
Integrated Programme schools, one autonomous school and three government 
schools. Focus groups were conducted with 96 Secondary 2 students across 
Integrated Programme, Express, Normal Academic and Normal Technical 
streams to further refine our understanding of teenage reading habits.

This publication reports on the survey findings. Student voices reported in the 
publication are drawn from focus group discussions as illustrations, and all 
names used are pseudonyms. In this publication, teenagers and students are 
used interchangeably as the participants are all students from six secondary 
schools.

For detailed analysis of the focus group data and survey, please refer to the 
project website (www.readingculturesg.org) for updates on journal articles 
pertaining to the study. 
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Debunking Reading Myths

The report is divided into four sections, organised by the key findings of the 
survey. Contrary to commonplace beliefs about teenagers and reading, the 
survey findings debunk some myths about teenagers and reading.

Myth 1: In this technologically-saturated age, teenagers don’t enjoy reading.

The survey showed that Singapore teenagers still enjoyed reading, especially 
at lower secondary level. Students reported that they were more likely to read 
for enjoyment, to relax or for their hobby than for better grades, to improve 
their language or for homework. Popular culture and series reading are 
preferred reading materials though classics and other kinds of texts are read 
as well. The findings suggest that it is important to motivate student reading 
through pleasure, largely through the provision of books they are interested 
in and partly through the provision of spaces and programmes to encourage 
reading.

Myth 2: This networked generation prefers reading e-books and online.

The survey showed that while teenagers read across different devices, they 
still preferred to read print. However, their use of devices such as smart 
phones and computers expand as they get older. The findings also revealed 
that online reading habits reflect offline reading habits, that is readers tend to 
read lengthier texts online than non-readers. The findings suggest that it is 
important to provide access to print materials to encourage student reading. 
Understanding when and how students use different devices will allow schools 
to better design a print and online ecology that supports students reading for 
different purposes. 

Myth 3: Some children are born readers and others are not.

Echoing international research on reading and socioeconomic status (SES), 
the findings show that students from higher SES homes have more access 
to books, parental role models and other educational resources3. Parental 
investment in reading in early childhood means that their children are more 
likely to pick up reading habits and to learn to read independently. To level the 
reading gap, students from low-SES homes need greater access to books and 
reading role models in schools. 

Myth 4: Boys and girls read different books.

Some boys and girls do read differently and are differently motivated to read. 
However, they do share common interests. For example, both genders like to 
read Adventure, Horror, Science Fiction and Fantasy for fiction and biographies 
and travel books for non-fiction. This information can guide schools when it 
comes to stocking class and school libraries – stocking up the library with 
more books that both genders like can encourage students to drop by the 
library to borrow more books.

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 2017



 HIGHLIGHT 

Teenagers still enjoy reading 
and read primarily for 
pleasure. Although they spend 
less time reading daily as they 
grow older due to competing 
demands, more teenagers 
are able to read for longer 
durations as they grow older.

SECTION 1     TEENAGE READING HABITS
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Teenagers’ Reading Enjoyment

Most teenagers read for pleasure 
(enjoyment, relaxing, as a hobby) 
rather than for functional reasons 
(improving language, for homework, 
for better grades).

70.5% of the teenagers surveyed 
reported that they enjoy reading, 
especially in lower secondary years. 
Teenagers’ enjoyment of reading 
dips in upper secondary, likely 
because of competing events and the 
demands of upcoming high-stakes 
examinations such as the ‘N’ and ‘O’ 
Level examinations.

Reading for Pleasure versus Functional Reading

“I find reading very enjoyable. 
Sometimes I feel so emotionally 
attached. Sometimes I will stay in the 
mood/zone for reading for a few days  
or weeks.”
― JIAWEN

“I don’t read all the time. But when I feel 
the impulse to read during my free time, 
I will.” 
― YANTING

TEENAGE READING HABITS SECTION 1

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 2017 7

Functional Reading

Reasons for Reading

Reading for Pleasure

32.2% 24.2% 18.0%
7.1% 12.7% 7.2%

29.0%
29.3%

16.6%
19.4%

27.3%
20.2%

61.2%
53.5%

34.6%
26.5%

40.0%

27.4%

For
enjoyment

To relax Reading is
my hobby

For better
grades

To improve
language

For
homework

All the time Often

75.8% 71.9% 66.2% 68.6%

Secondary 1 Secondary 2 Secondary 3 Secondary 4

Percentage of Students Who Like to Read Across Grade Levels

I like to read



HAS TEENAGE  
READING DECLINED?
Despite commonplace assumptions that 
teenagers do not read in this digital age, the 
survey findings show that Singapore teenagers 
still enjoy reading. In fact, longitudinal studies 
from Sweden4and the UK5 also show that 
teenagers generally read more than they used 
to. Understanding the book as a functional 
alternative to other media such as TV and 
listening to music allows educators to think 
about how to encourage students to plug into 
reading as a meaningful media form6.

Daily Reading and Reading Duration 

Teenagers’ reading habits evolve 
as they become older. Teenagers 
read less on a daily basis as they 
get older but are able to read for 
longer durations. 

Fewer students in Secondary 3 and 
4 read on daily basis, compared to 
Secondary 1 and 2 (48.2 and 50.3% 
vs 63.5 and 54.3%). 

63.5%
54.3%

48.2% 50.3%

7.9% 9.9% 14.1% 12.7%

Secondary 1 Secondary 2 Secondary 3 Secondary 4

Reading Frequency Across Grade Levels

Reads almost daily Do not read at all
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38.3% of Secondary 4 students 
can read for more than an hour, 
suggesting increased reading stamina 
for some students. 

14.0%

25.8%

24.3%

30.5%

Secondary 1

15.6%

21.8%

20.8%

35.4%

Secondary 2

16.9%

21.7%

17.3%

35.8%

Secondary 3

15.9%

21.7%

16.7%

38.3%
Secondary 4

Reading Duration Across Grade Levels

15 mins or less 30 mins or less 
One hour or less More than an hour

TEENAGE READING HABITS SECTION 1
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“I think I am a reader, but, like, nowadays I 
don’t really read a lot, because there’s a lot of 
homework and I come back from school quite 
late.” 

― RAELYNN



What books are teenagers reading?

“I watch the movie, then if I find out there 
is a book version, then I go see,and see 
if I can understand, and if it’s similar to 
what I understand from the movie.”
― RITA

Top 30 Most Popular Fiction Titles

1-10 11-20 21-30

1 Harry Potter 
Series 11 Run Hide Seek 

Trilogy 21 I am Number 
Four Series

2 Hunger Games  
Trilogy 12 True Singapore 

Ghost Stories 22 Fangirl

3
Percy Jackson 
and the Olympian 
Series

13 Geronimo Stilton 
Series 23 Tintin Series

4 Divergent Series 14 Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid Series 24 Sherlock Holmes

5 The Maze Runner 
Series 15 Boy by Roald 

Dahl 25 Dork Diaries 
Series

6 Paper Towns 16 The 5th Wave 
Series 26 Assassin's Creed 

Series

7 The Fault in Our 
Stars 17 Once Upon A 

Time 27 Charlotte's Web

8

Miss Peregrine’s 
Home for  
Peculiar Children 
Series

18 The Twilight  
Trilogy 28 Shadow

9
The Mortal 
Instruments 
Series

19 Girl Online 29 The Da Vinci 
Code

10
Charlie and 
the Chocolate 
Factory Duology

20 Mr Midnight 
Series 30

Totto-Chan: The 
Little Girl at the 
Window

We asked the students surveyed to 
list three to six books read in the 
last six months. This list shows 
the most popular fiction titles 
among Secondary 2 students, 
after excluding books that were 
allocated for school readings (e.g., 
The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas by 
John Boyne and Everything but the 
Brain by Jean Tay). 

“Some of my friends are reading the 
Hunger Games, the Heroes of Olympus.
―LIN

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 201710
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THE POWER OF  
SERIES BOOKS AND  
POPULAR MEDIA
 
The most popular fiction books are series books 
and books recently translated to the big screen.7 

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, Sherlock 
Holmes, Tintin and Totto Chan are classics that 
remain popular. Mr. Midnight, True Singapore 
Ghost Stories and Run Hide Seek are the most 
popular Singapore titles. The survey also 
showed that teenagers were eclectic readers 
who also read books they found interesting from 
classics such as The Chronicles of Narnia and 
To Kill a Mockingbird to Japanese manga and 
non-fiction titles. Ensuring a good and constant 
stock of popular titles in the school library draws 
students in to read and borrow books. Stocking 
a wide variety helps to expand students’ reading 
tastes.

TEENAGE READING HABITS SECTION 1
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B
R

A
R

IE
S

STUDY AND DO 
MY HOMEWORK

STUDY AND DO 
MY HOMEWORK

BORROW BOOKS

CHIT-
CHAT

28.1%

33.5%

23.0%

18.7%

17.6%

14.7%

READ

READ

Top Three Uses of Public and School Libraries

Students visit public and school 
libraries for different purposes. 

The public library is a place to 
borrow/read books and study, 
whereas school library is used more 
for studying than reading. Students 
also report socializing in their school 
libraries. 

Comparison of Public and School Library Visits

Across all grade levels, more students 
visited the school library than they 
visited public libraries on weekly 
basis, especially for Secondary 1 
(26.9% vs 15.1%) and Secondary 4 
(20.6% vs 11.2%). Students visited 
school libraries and public libraries 
equally often on monthly basis (26.8% 
vs 27.4%). 

How often do you visit public libraries and the school libraries?

At least once a week At least once a month

Public
Library

School
Library

Public
Library

School
Library

Secondary 1 15.1% 26.9% 31.1% 32.0%

Secondary 2 11.6% 20.1% 28.1% 29.0%

Secondary 3 8.8% 15.4% 24.3% 23.9%

Secondary 4 11.2% 20.6% 24.2% 24.9%

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 201712
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THE ROLE OF  
SCHOOL LIBRARIES
School libraries, being closer to students are 
frequented by more students on a weekly 
basis compared to public libraries. While avid 
and frequent readers enjoy the wide selection 
available in public libraries, low-proficiency 
readers interviewed share that the smaller book 
collection in the school library may be less 
intimidating. Research has shown that well-
designed, well-stocked and well-staffed school 
libraries can contribute to reading proficiency, 
student learning and academic achievement8. 
Rethinking the school library as a learning 
hub integrated into the schools’s reading and 
learning culture increases equal opportunities 
for learning.

TEENAGE READING HABITS SECTION 1
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 HIGHLIGHT 

The printed book remains 
popular with teenagers though 
they also use smartphones 
and computers for reading, 
especially as they grow older. 
Teenagers’ online reading 
habits reflect their offline 
habits.

SECTION 2     READING AND TECHNOLOGY
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Teenagers’ Internet Access

Teenagers prefer to read  
printed books than online or  
on electronic devices.

96.3% of students surveyed have 
internet connection at home and 
82.6% have phone plans with internet 
access. 3.7% do not have access 
to internet connection at home and 
17.4% do not have internet access 
through their smartphones, meaning 
they will have less access to e-books 
and online reading materials. 

Preferred Reading Device

“I prefer using printed books, because   
I like the feel of turning pages, holding  
a book.”
― IAN

96.3%
82.6%

Home Internet Access Handphone Internet Access

Students’ Access to Internet 

“I still prefer to read the hard copy 
because my phone is very small and it is 
difficult to read.”  
― ASHLEY

12.2%

17.3%

17.4%

40.7%

46.3%

Pr
ef

er
re

d 
Re

ad
in

g 
De

vi
ce

 (%
)

Printed Book Smartphone Tablet Computer Dedicated E-reader

READING AND TECHNOLOGY SECTION 2
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“I prefer using the e-reader because it is easier 
to bring with you. You can read anywhere you go, 
especially on Wattpad.” 

― FLORENCE

“I do use my phone to read informative passages 
or fan-fiction such as “Creepy Past-Time.”  
― JAN

Online Reading

More students use computers or 
mobile devices to read e-books and 
articles as they get older.

PHONES AND READING
Students prefer to use their devices for 
portability. They often use their mobile devices 
to access the news, for reference (e.g., reading 
the Bible, looking for information on Wikipedia) 
and to read material only found online (e.g., 
fanfiction on Wattpad)9. 

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 201716
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51.1%
58.4%

64.9%
70.3%

36.5% 39.7% 40.3%
44.9%

Secondary 1 Secondary 2 Secondary 3 Secondary 4

Percentage of Students Who Use Computer/Mobile
to Read Across Grade Levels

Read on
Mobile
Devices
(%)

Read on
Computer
(%)



Readers’ and non-readers’ Online Reading Habits*

Teenagers who are readers tend to 
read more print, read more on their 
mobile devices and read more on 
their computers. 

Non-readers read less across all 
devices. From our focus groups, we 
found that non-readers tend to spend 
more time on social media and/or 
games than reading.  

45.9%

27.4%

67.8%

45.9%

70.5%

29.5%

Readers Non-Readers

Reading on Computer (%) Reading on Mobile (%) Print (%)

“I read everyday, even if it is online ... I 
try to make it a point. I always prefer  
one hour.”  
― RACHELLE

“I read manga on my handphone.” 
― SHANE

“I will still choose social media  
over reading.”  
― JANICE

“I play Clash Royale on my phone.” 
― ROBERT

READING AND TECHNOLOGY SECTION 2
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*Readers are students who stated in the survey that they enjoy reading whereas non-
readers are students who stated that they do not enjoy reading.



READING AND  
TECHNOLOGY
Contrary to popular belief, teenagers still prefer 
to read print10. This suggests that readers feed 
into their habits by turning to multiple sources 
for reading materials whereas non-readers 
cannot be assumed to be reading just because 
they have access to a smartphone or the 
internet. Schools should first focus on having a 
diverse and interesting print collection to meet 
students’ preference to read using print. At the 
same time, schools can teach students how to 
find, understand and evaluate reading materials 
and online information as part and parcel of the 
reading curriculum. 

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 201718
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 HIGHLIGHT 

Students living in poverty* 
have fewer books at home 
and are less likely to see their 
parents reading. 

*For this study, students on the Financial Assistance Scheme (FAS) were broadly considered
students living in poverty. To qualify for FAS, the Gross Household Income of a student must 
not exceed $2,500 per month or the Per Capita Income must not exceed $625 per month. 
Students on FAS receive help such as waiver of school fees, free textbooks and school attire, 
and busy and food subsidies. See https://www.moe.gov.sg/education/financial-assistance/
moe-financial-assistance-scheme-(fas). As a comparison, note that Singapore’s Gross Net 
Income per capita is $85,050 (or $7,087.50 per month). The World Bank. (2017) Singapore. 
Washington, DC: The World Bank.

SECTION 3     STUDENT ACCESS TO READING
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Enjoyment of Reading

FAS students reported having fewer 
books at home compared to non-FAS 
students. 4 out of 10 FAS students 
have less than 10 books at home, 
compared to 2 out of 10 non-FAS 
students. 4 out of 10 non-FAS 
students have 50 books or more. 

Fewer FAS students reported they 
enjoy reading. This may be partly 
attributed to fewer resources and 
fewer reading role models at home.

Number of Books Owned

44.4%

22.2%
17.2%

8.6% 7.6%

18.2% 18.1%

25.2%

17.3%
21.1%

0-10 books 11-20 books 21-50 books 51-100 books > 100 books

Number of Books Owned at Home

FAS

Non-FAS

57.5%
72.4%

FAS Non-FAS

Like to Read

FAS

Non-FAS

Bookstore Visits

Fewer FAS students reported visiting 
the bookstore. 

65.6%
78.5%

FAS Non-FAS

FAS

Non-FAS

Bookstore visits

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 201720
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Both FAS and non-FAS students 
purchase books but FAS students 
purchase less fiction and more non-
fiction. Non-FAS students spend 
more on fiction. 

23.7%
26.2%

16.7%
15.2%

9.6%

32.8%

26.1%

18.0%

10.8%
8.1%

Fiction Textbooks Assessment
Books

Non-Fiction Magazines

Types of Books Purchased

FAS Non-FAS

WHO BUYS THE BOOKS?
The number of books that non-FAS students 
have at home are not necessarily reflected in 
their bookstore expenditure. This suggests that 
their parents may purchase books for them, 
adding to the book count at home.

Amount spent on Books

FAS students tend to spend less 
on books monthly than non-FAS 
students. 

Monthly Expenditure on Books

STUDENT ACCESS TO READING SECTION 3
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51.3%

34.2%

7.8% 5.2%

43.0%
37.2%

13.5%
5.5%

Less than $10 $10-$24 $25-$49 $50 or more

FAS Non-FAS



Reading Role Models

Students from FAS homes are more 
likely to have non-reading parents. 
18.6% of FAS students say their 
parents do not read, in comparison to 
9.9% of non-FAS students. 

Students from FAS homes are less 
likely to see their parents reading 
more than one type of text. 19.1% 
of FAS students see their parents 
reading 2-4 types of texts compared 
to 30.5% of non-FAS students.

19.1%

38.1%

18.6%

30.5% 28.8%

9.9%

2 - 4 types 1 types Parents do not read

Parents’ Reading Habits and Variety in Reading Materials

FAS Non-FAS

* Types of Reading Material Measured: Magazines, Newspapers, Fiction, 
Non-Fiction.

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 201722
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“My father reads the news. I don’t see my 
parents reading. Sometimes my parents have 
to work late. I have a younger sister. She reads 
Malay horror books. I have 14 Malay story books 
at home.” 

― ATIQAH

“I do remember that when I was young, I used 
to go to the library a lot. My whole family would 
go there. My parents would bring me there and 
since one side is the young adult section and the 
other side is children’s section, my sister and I 
would go to the children’s section with my mom, 
and my dad and brother would go to the young 
adult’s section.”
― RITA

“My parents don’t read. My father plays the 
handphone, maybe read online.”  
― DANIEL



HOME AND  
SCHOOL LITERACY 
ENVIRONMENTS 
Rich home literacy environments support 
reading proficiency and habits11. Research 
have shown that reading is more important 
than socioeconomic status when it comes 
to increasing one’s academic achievement, 
learning and social and economic mobility12. 
However, in developed countries, SES is more 
likely to influence academic achievement and 
mobility because of affluent parents’ abilities 
to invest more resources into their children’s 
education from an early age13. 
 
Ensuring rich literacy environments at schools 
from early childhood to tertiary education 
increases access to reading resources and role 
models for reading.

STUDENT ACCESS TO READING SECTION 3
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“My parents like to read very often, so they 
will introduce me to some books. My mother 
introduced me this book that I really like. It’s 
called Chasing the Dragon by Jackie Pullinger.  
And my father introduced me to many more 
books like The Jungle of Borneo and a lot of 
other Christian related kind of books. And my 
father, he enjoys reading sports news on his 
phone, online.”  

― ANNIE

“My parents read the newspapers. My mother, 
she downloads the BBC news app.” 
― JUNE



Preferred Reading Location

Home is the most preferred reading 
location for both non-FAS and FAS 
students. However, much fewer 
FAS students chose home as their 
preferred reading place (55.1% 
vs 76.0%), whereas such vast 
differences were not found for other 
locations, i.e., public/school libraries, 
fast-food restaurants, cafes. 

This suggests that FAS students’ 
home circumstances may be less 
conducive for reading. School 
libraries and public libraries with 
reading spaces provide a safe space 
for FAS students to linger around and 
engage in reading activities.

55.1%

33.7%

24.5%

15.0%
9.6%

76.0%

32.1%

21.2%
14.9%

5.7%

Home School Public Libraries Cafes Fast-food
Restaurants

FAS Non-FAS

“I like reading on my bed. And 
I have this corner of my room 
beside my shelf but behind the 
door. I can sit there and read. ”
― ANNE

“I prefer to read in the school 
library. It’s quiet and cosy. ”
- JANET

Preferred Place for Reading

REPORT ON THE READING HABITS OF SINGAPORE TEENAGERS 201724

STUDENT ACCESS TO READINGSECTION 3



Daily Reading and Reading Duration

Even though similar proportions 
of non-FAS and FAS students read 
almost daily, nearly one-fifth of FAS 
students reported that they do not 
read at all. 51.5%

18.9%

53.3%

10.1%

Almost daily Not at all

Reading Frequency

FAS Non-FAS

22.3%

15.1%

23.8% 25.3%

37.1%

20.4%
22.6%

14.3%

> 60 mins 60 mins or less 30 mins or less 15 mins or less

Reading Duration

FAS Non-FAS
Nearly half of the FAS students read 
for 30 minutes or less whereas more 
non-FAS students report being able 
to read for more than 60 minutes. The 
lack of reading practice means that 
FAS students have fewer chances to 
improve on their reading proficiency.

STUDENT ACCESS TO READING SECTION 3
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DAILY READING 
IMPACTS
Our research suggests that supportive school  
environments (availability of books, time set 
aside for reading, book recommendations) are 
important for helping low-proficiency students 
read more. As Normal Technical (NT) students 
enter secondary school with a lower PSLE* 

score, we used NT students as a proxy for low-
proficiency readers. More NT students were also 
likely to come from FAS homes. 

In schools where 15 to 25 minutes were 
dedicated daily to reading, students from the 
Normal Technical stream were more likely to 
report that they enjoy reading. This suggests 
that schools should set aside dedicated time 
for reading and reading-related activities. In 
addition, schools can attend more to how to 
include pleasure as part of the core reading 
experience for all streams14.
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 HIGHLIGHT 

Boys and girls have 
different reading habits and 
preferences. Girls tend to 
read more than boys. Within 
fiction and non-fiction, there 
are some genres that both 
genders enjoy reading. 

SECTION 4     READING AND GENDER
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Gender and Reading Habits

Boys tend to read for more functional 
reasons whereas girls tend to read 
more for pleasure. However, more 
students, regardles of gender, 
prefer to read for pleasure than for 
functional reasons.

Compared to boys, more girls like to 
read.  

Reasons for Reading

49.3%
42.4%

22.4%

38.4%

30.9% 29.0%

68.9%

60.6%

42.1% 41.1%

23.7% 26.4%

Enjoyment Relaxing Reading is
hobby

Improving
language

Better grades
in tests and

examinations

Homework
and projects

Boys’ and Girls’ Reasons for Reading

Boys Girls
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Functional ReasonsPleasure Reasons

Like to read

59.2%
of boys 

reported that 
they like to read

77.7%
of girls  
reported that 
they like to read.



Reading Frequency and Duration

More girls than boys read on  
a daily basis. More boys reported that  
they did no reading at all. 

52.6%

17.5%

54.6%

7.2%

Almost daily Not at all

Reading Frequency

Boys Girls

23.2%
19.2%

25.0%
21.3%

42.6%

20.0% 21.3%

12.0%

More than an hour One hour or less 30 mins or less 15 mins or less

Reading Duration

Boys Girls

Reading Preferences 

Top reads for boys and girls are 
storybooks and online reading. 
More boys read comics, information 
texts, newspapers and magazines 
compared to girls.

32.2%
38.6%

33.5%

21.5%
25.0%

19.0%

54.0%
50.0%

22.4%

14.5%
18.9% 16.7%

Preferred Reading Materials for Boys and Girls

Boys Girls

Though more girls read for more than 
an hour,  almost equal proportions 
of boys and girls read for one hour or 
less and 30 mins or less.  

READING AND GENDER SECTION 4
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Gender and Social Reading 

More girls reported seeing their 
friends read. 

Book recommendations are more 
common among girls. 

19.8% 18.3%

39.3%
43.0%

Do you recommend books to friends? Do your friends recommend books to you?

Book Recommendation amongst Friends

Boys Girls

BOYS DON’T READ, OR 
DO THEY?
Echoing international research, boys on the survey 
reported reading less than girls. However, research 
have also shown that avid boy readers read as much 
as girls15. A 2002 report on the PISA findings suggest 
that boys tend to read shorter texts and girls longer 
texts16. This may account for why boys’ reading may 
not be captured in reading surveys with emphasis 
on the reading of lengthier texts. Boys (and girls) 
read when there is good reason to17 so interest and 
purpose are key to engaging both genders in reading.

Reading Friends

77.8%
of boys reported 

seeing their 
friends read.

89.9%
of girls reported 
seeing their 
friends read.
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For fiction, more girls prefer 
relationship stories and fairytales. 
Both genders share similar taste 
in other types of fiction, such as 
adventure, horror, science fiction  
and fantasy.

For non-fiction, even though both 
boys and girls like biographies and 
travel books, there are clear gender-
specific preferences: boys prefer 
books about science, sports, and 
history and girls prefer hobby-related 
books.

Commonalities and Differences in Reading Preferences

50.2%

47.2%

37.8%

36.2%

49.9%

30.9%

29.7%

12.2%

52.1%

42.1%

40.4%

39.6%

21.3%

33.2%

16.4%

15.0%

Adventure

Mysteries

Sci.Fi & Fantasy

Humor

Relationship stories

Horror

Fairytales

Animal stories

Preferred Fiction Genres

Boys Girls

14.6%

16.1%

22.6%

8.7%

14.1%

17.8%

13.7%

8.5%

32.7%

24.0%

15.1%

28.4%

19.6%

14.7%

14.9%

14.8%

Science

History

Hobbies

Sports

Animals / Plants

Travel

Biographies

Geography Boys Girls

Preferred Non-Fiction Genres

READING AND GENDER SECTION 4
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BOOKS THAT  
APPEAL TO BOTH  
BOYS AND GIRLS
Contrary to commonplace beliefs that boys and 
girls have different reading preferences, there are 
common reading preferences between genders. 
Adventure stories, horror, science fiction and fantasy 
are popular among both boys and girls. Publishers 
have taken note—there are now more titles, greater 
variety in the gender, racial and ethnic distribution 
of characters and engagement with multiple 
contemporary teen-specific or world issues18. In 
the area of non-fiction, both boys and girls enjoy 
biographies that allow them to read about the lives 
of others and travel books that allow them to see 
the world. Teachers and librarians hoping to engage 
students in voluntary reading should read and stock 
up on such books.
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