




FROM THE HEAD LIBRARIAN'S DESK
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

Thank you very much for taking time off from your examination preparation to give valuable feedback on the inaugural issue of our blog, and take part in our library survey.

We are heartened by your response to the blog which has received over 5,500 visits since its launch last August.

The library survey was part of a broader survey commissioned by the Academic Computing and Information Services (ACIS).  It was conducted to find out whether NIE staff 

and students were satisfied with the services and support provided by the subdivisions within ACIS.  Some of you shared your wishlists: more group discussion rooms, 

reading tables, electrical outlets, computers for research and printing, and extension of the library opening hours.  Rest assured that we have taken note of your requests 

and will be looking into them.

With the transformation of the "library as place" to "library as space", we are working towards making more research content and library services available online so that you 

can access them wherever you are.  We hope to meet your need for more facilities by integrating diverse spaces in the library for collaborative learning and research.

On the topic of opening hours, in 2008/2009, the Library carried out a year-long trial extension of opening hours on Fridays till 9.30p.m. and monitored the number of patrons 

using the library from 7 p.m. onwards.  We found that the low number of visitors did not warrant the extra expense of longer operating hours.  It is more cost effective to 

maintain our current opening hours.  If you need a place to study in after Library hours, please approach our librarians at the Information Desk who will be happy to suggest 

alternative arrangements.

And yes, we noted this remark from an academic staff: “I asked teachers to get help from you [library staff] but they said ‘oh they look so fierce’”.  We promise we will put on 

our best smile and I assure you that though some of us may look fierce, we are actually very kind and friendly at heart.   We are here to serve you!

As the survey was sent to a random sample of staff and students, you may not have had the opportunity to offer your views.  We are always happy to hear from you.  Do 

drop us a line at libris@nie.edu.sg  and let us know how well we are meeting your needs. 

I wish you all the best in your examination preparation or marking of papers!

~ seokkwan



FIND THAT EXAM PAPER
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

Hunting high and low for an exam paper? This is how you can track it down:

Soft Copies of Exam Papers:

1. Go to http://libris.nie.edu.sg/ > scroll to bottom of webpage for “Quick Links” > click on “NIE Exam Papers”.

2. Click on the hyperlink “sign in” and login with your NIE Login Account.

3. The exam papers are first sorted by “Year & Semester” and then by “Course Code”.

Hard Copies of Exam Papers:

Hard copies of exam papers can be found at the back of the Red Spot Collection. Do note that exam papers are bound together by programme (e.g. BA/BSc, Diploma, 

Special Training Programme, Master, etc.) and then by semester (e.g. 2009/2010 1st Semester, 2009/2010 2nd Semester etc.). Postgraduate Diploma in Education exam 

papers are bound together with Diploma in Education exam papers, e.g. “Examination Question Papers: First Semester Diploma Courses” under call number LG399 NIE 

2010/11.

Please also note that exam papers embargoed by the Academic Groups (AGs) or programme offices will not be available at all, 
whether in soft or hard copy.

All the best for your exams!

~ mun



COPING WITH EXAM STRESS
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

Do you feel stressed out in the lead-up to the exams? Are you pressured to produce fantastic exam results? Do you find yourself reluctant to start your revision? Perhaps 

you want to ensure that you are in the best possible shape to face your exams?

 If you answered Yes to the above questions, read on!

How to Combat Perfectionism: 

Give yourself permission to make mistakes - don’t be too hard on yourself

Set realistic goals

Watch out for any ‘all-or-nothing tendencies - it's not the end of the world!

Remember to put the emphasis on learning, rather than on your grades.

How to Combat Procrastination:

Prioritise your revision tasks

Stick to a schedule

Revise alongside others who are doing similar tasks

Give yourself rewards after a study session, such as watching TV, surfing the net or listening to music.

How to Prepare Yourself:

Set realistic goals

Be overprepared - confidence reduces anxiety

Use past exam papers as a guide - get an idea of the style of questions asked

Create study aids such as outlines, flash cards, summaries and mind maps - combine the techniques that work well for you

Test yourself continuously - then you will know how much you have learned

Need more tips?

Title: Exam stress? No worries!

By Su Dorland

Call Number: LB3060.6 Dor

Title: What every student should know about study skills 

By Enid Leonard

Call Number: LB2395 Leo

Title: How to succeed in exams and assessments 

By Penny Henserson

Call Number: LB2395 Hen

Title: The smarter study skills companion 

By Kathleen McMillan and Jonathan Weyers

Call Number: LB2395 Mcm 2009

Title: Study!: A guide to effective learning, revision and examination techniques 

By Robert Barrass

Call Number: LB2395 Bar 2002

The above books are available at the NIE Library's Lending Collection (Level 4, Right Wing). We wish you every success in your examinations!

~ stephanie



NO HOGGING PLEASE
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

~ contributed by seri



RFID COMES TO LIBRIS
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

NIE Library is implementing RFID technology as part of our efforts to serve our users better.  RFID tags are being fitted to half a million items, including books, journals and 

media resource items; this process started in September 2011.  The project is scheduled to go ‘live’ in January 2012.

Radio frequency identification (RFID) technology is an established concept for the management of library collections.  The RFID tag has a chip that contains the information 

necessary to identify and locate library materials.  It makes the check-out process more efficient for both library users and staff.  With RFID, users may check out or return 

several items at once, instead of individually.  Users need only to place the items on a designated pad instead of having to open each item for scanning of the barcode.  

Patrons will find self-checkout more convenient; waiting times will be shorter at the loan counter. 

Unlike the present book drop, the new book drop will update users’ accounts in real time. This means that Red Spot books on overnight loan can be returned to the book 

drop and be discharged from users’ accounts immediately.  The book drop is also able to sort returned books automatically for shelving. 



In addition, there are two portable gadgets that are sure to bring smiles to the faces of our users and Library staff.  Should there be a long queue at the counter, patrons in 

the queue can be attended to by a roving librarian using a Mobile Staff Workstation, a hand-held device that can perform various functions available at the counter.  Library 

staff will also soon be using the Digital Library Assistant, a wand-like device to scan the shelves and trolleys.  This will facilitate getting the shelves in order, and locating 

misshelved items or items reported missing. 

Do watch this space for further updates on how RFID will improve our service to you!

~ douglas



GIVE UP YOUTUBE FOR ALEX?
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

Watch videos online whenever and wherever you wish!

No worries about overdue fines or exceeding your loan limit!

Create clips and playlists for sharing!

The Library recently subscribed to 2 streaming online video collections that will allow you to do just this.  The collections are “Education in Video”, and “Counselling and 

Therapy” Volumes 1 and 2, both from Alexander Street Press.   

The collections contain actual footage of teachers in classroom situations or of therapists in counselling sessions.  Each video is accompanied by a transcript.  The types of 

videos range from discussions and interviews to lectures and documentaries.  The user-friendly platform allows searches for videos featuring relevant experts in the field 

and desired grade levels.  It also searches for keywords in transcripts.

To learn more about the Alexander Street Press collections, go to our Library homepage > Resources > Electronic Resources > Online Videos.  To view the videos, please 

login first with your NIE Login Account.

For recommendations of online videos, please contact the Media & Instructional Services at libmedia@nie.edu.sg or Tel: (65) 6219-6114.

For enquiries on NIE Login Account ID and password, please contact the ACIS Service Desk at servicedesk@nie.edu.sg or Tel: (65) 6790-3033.

~ hilary



WHAT YOU SAID ABOUT THE NEWS CLIPPINGS COLLECTION
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

Many thanks to all who participated in the News Clippings Survey conducted from 1 to 15 September 2011!  We appreciate the feedback and insights you 

provided.

Who Participated?
There were 104 responses. 46% of respondents were NIE staff, 52% were NIE students, with the remaining 2% from other categories of users.

Top Three Newspapers of Interest to You: 

1. The Straits Times (96% of respondents)

2. Today

3. The New Paper

Top Ten Topics of Interest to You:

1. Education (general)

2. Singapore Education

3. Teacher Education

4. Educational Technology

5. Special Education

6. Current Affairs

7. Social Education

8. Education of Children

9. English Language & Literature

10. Language & Bilingualism

Your Comments and Suggestions:

Three respondents complimented the Library for providing access to education-related news clippings.

Six expressed their wish for the Library to provide electronic access to the collection.

Two suggested that the Library publicise the collection through workshops.

One recommended subscription to Newslink.

What We Are Going to Do About It

At present, the Library subscribes to LexisNexis Academic, a newspaper database which gives access to the text of news articles from the Straits Times, the Business 

Times and many international newspapers. 

In view of your strong interest in online access to information from local newspapers, the Library is assessing the feasibility of subscribing to Newslink, an online archive of 

newspapers published by Singapore Press Holdings.

Further Comments? 

Respond to this blog post or get in touch with us via the online form at: http://libris.nie.edu.sg/contact_us 

~ lian ping



MEET OUR NEW LIBRARY STAFF
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

Nenny Aryanti Bte Noorman, Assistant Manager, LIBRIS

Nenny Aryanti Bte Noorman is hardly new to NIE, having served ACIS (Academic Computing and Information Services) as an administrative officer for 10 years, but she is 

new to LIBRIS! She graduated from NUS (National University of Singapore) in 2000 with a B.A. degree in European Studies & Political Science (she is the third library staff 

to have studied German!) and joined NIE the following year. Whilst in ACIS, she developed a keen interest in pursuing a higher degree, and eventually decided on a 

masters in information studies.

So she embarked on NTU’s part-time course in 2008, and now, armed with her library degree, has 

made the move from Block 1 (Admin) to Block 4 (LIBRIS). The Library has welcomed her with open 

arms, and she is already involved in several projects, e.g., the RFID for Library Application, CJ Koh 

Virtual Gallery and Library Mobile Services.  Busy times ahead notwithstanding, she is looking forward 

to this new phase in her career!

~ yvonne



KIDDIES' BOOKS GALORE
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

Were you anywhere between Blocks 2 and 3 on 31 Aug 2011?  If you had happened to be nearby, you would have seen the ‘Children’s Fiction Book Fair’, jointly organised 

by English Language & Literature Academic Group and the Library.   This year’s book fair coincided with the NIE Learning Festival.  Staff and students seized the 

opportunity to immerse themselves in a ‘sea of books’ and at the same time help to develop the Library’s collection.  Thousands of picture books were on sale and the 

student teachers had fun browsing and shopping.

Over the years, the Library has been organising several book fairs with the aim of reaching out to the NIE community, and involving them in the Library’s collection 

development process.  Associate Professor Ruth Wong expressed her happiness with the collaboration: “We are delighted to have the library partner us in this effort to 

promote a love of reading among our student teachers. It was a joy to see the student teachers lug bags of books and share their ‘investment’ with each other!”

Encouraged by the strong support and enthusiasm from the staff and students, we are making plans to organise another book fair next year.  Do look out for it!

~ yeow



RAISING AWARENESS THROUGH LIBRARY MINI-FAIR
09 Nov 2011 Comments: 

They came, they saw, they concurred – that research skills are an important part of a student teacher’s repertoire  – and promptly signed up for user education classes.

The occasion was the annual Library Mini-Fair held from 11 to 12 Aug 2011.  The aim of the fair was to increase the awareness and use of library resources and services 

among NIE students.  The fair attracted over 450 students to the Library lobby.  Besides the promotion of library services, demonstrations of a mobile application and an 

interactive whiteboard technology were conducted.

In conjunction with the fair, eleven user education workshops were run from 23 to 26 Aug 2011.  The hands-on sessions covered topics such as searching the Library 

WebOPAC, and the use of e-books, databases, LexisNexis and EndNote.



~ hilary


	Con 1
	Con 2
	Pg 1
	Pg 2
	Pg 3
	Pg 4
	Pg 5
	Pg 6
	Pg 7
	Pg 8
	Pg 9
	Pg 10

