




EDITORIAL
15 May 2013 Comments: 

This 8th issue of LibNOW! wraps up our second year in publication.  We hope that you have found the articles useful in keeping you updated with the latest 

news and happenings in the Library.

In this issue, we highlight two new services that we launched in the first half of this year. LibDiscover! (our new one-stop search discovery tool) was 

launched on 31 January 2013 and NIE Visual Memories (our digital images collection) was soft launched on 29 April 2013.  

NIE Visual Memories was launched with 200 images digitised from old photographs taken by Mr William Oh (NIE’s former official photographer from 1981 

to 2012). This project was a collaborative effort that involved colleagues from different departments, namely, CeL for gathering the photos, CUS for 

digitising them and ACIS for funding the project. Without their contributions, the images would not have been digitised, indexed and made available online. 

More images will be added in due course. 

Have you wondered what is the difference between LibDiscover! and the Library WebOPAC?  We give you some tips on how to differentiate between them 

and when to use which.  

Links from LibDiscover! may lead you to electronic resources such as e-books.  We have an article that will help you to appreciate the many e-book 

platforms in a simple table format.  Do approach our librarians at our Information Desk or via email at libris@nie.edu.sg if you need clarification. 



The Library conducts various instructional courses to help you ‘search less but find more’ information.  Whatever your programme of study or research 

assignment, there is a suitable workshop for you.  Find out more in our article.  

Last but not least, do check out our recommended holiday readings: “The Sara saga” by Manicasothy Saravanamuttu and “Happiness is a state of mine” by 

our very own Professor Maureen Neihart (Head, Psychological Studies & Head, Office of Academic Quality Management). 

We wish all readers a happy June vacation!

~ seokkwan



NIE VISUAL MEMORIES: CELEBRATING MOMENTS AND MILESTONES
15 May 2013 Comments: 

Interested in tracing the collective experiences of the TTC/IE/NIE Family? Looking for images of significant milestones of teacher education in Singapore? NIE Visual 

Memories is the resource for you!

On 29 Apr 2013, the Library launched the first batch of NIE Visual Memories, a collection of digital photographs that depict the life of and happenings at TTC/IE/NIE. We are 

very fortunate to have Mrs Isabel Yeo (former Head Librarian of NIE, 1994-2009) join the project team. The team members have been working very closely with her to 

identify relevant images from over 35,000 items.  They then traced the stories behind the selected images before indexing and uploading them to the NIE Digital Repository. 

Let’s hear from Mrs Yeo on her perceptions and experiences in this project:

What motivated you to take up this “storyteller” role?

I have always had the passion to index and preserve the images for posterity but the timing was never right during my tenure at NIE. This project 

has given me the opportunity to fulfil my dream and contribute to the telling of the NIE story.

Could you share some of the challenges/issues you came across?

Firstly, the photographs had been received by LIBRIS with minimal documentation, many details were lost over the years. It was tedious and 

time-consuming to research and retrieve relevant information and add context to the photographs to enhance the value of the collection.

Secondly, not all photographs that were representative of events or people could be selected because the image quality was not satisfactory.

However, it is heartening to note:

“One cannot collect all the beautiful shells on the beach; one can collect only a few, and they are more beautiful if they are few” …

  Anne Morrow Lindbergh (1906-2001), acclaimed American author

What do you find to be the value of this collection?

This collection captures the memories of events and faces that were significant to people at that time. It also documents the lifestyles and fashions of that period. Hence, 

these records will serve as a visual resource not only for NIE and the education community but also for local historical and socio-cultural studies.

As the collection continues to grow, I hope that it will contribute to Singapore National memories and increase in value over time.

For more information on the collection, please read the NIE Visual Memories webpage. We welcome any additional information or thoughts about the images in the 

collection or donation of photographs. Please feel free to respond to this post or drop us a line at libris@nie.edu.sg

~ lian ping



LIBDISCOVER! VS WEBOPAC
15 May 2013 Comments: 

Ever wondered why another search facility was introduced when we already have the WebOPAC? Read on to find out how LibDiscover! is different from WebOPAC and 

when you will need to use one or the other.

Our loyal search servant the WebOPAC trawls through the library catalogue to help you find books, journals and other materials. However, it does not retrieve the full text of 

articles from the databases or e-journals.  

And so this is where LibDiscover! comes in.  Besides being able to search the library catalogue, LibDiscover! can retrieve journal articles, references from databases, 

digitised materials from the institutional repository plus many other resources!  

LibDiscover! is now the default search facility when you access the library portal. You can always switch to WebOPAC by clicking on the WebOPAC tab as shown. 

LibDiscover! and the WebOPAC are each useful in its own way.  In a nutshell:

LibDiscover! WebOPAC

Searches library resources across multiple platforms. Searches through NIE library catalogue only.

Good starting point for research if you only have a general topic in mind. Good for specific search (e.g. for a book title).

Searches for titles from library catalogue and articles/references from subscribed 

databases and e-journals, with option to filter results by peer-reviewed articles.
Searches for titles only.

For more search tips, please refer to the search guides at http://libris.nie.edu.sg/search_guides.

~ nenny



NO SHELVES REQUIRED: LET’S TALK ABOUT E-BOOKS!
15 May 2013 Comments: 

As a more convenient way of borrowing library materials, downloading e-books is now the norm among users. How well-versed are you with our e-book collection?

How do I access e-books?

Method 1: Searching from the E-Books Quicksearch Tab on the Library Portal Home Page:

Method 2: Narrowing Your Search Results from LibDiscover!:

How do I differentiate amongst the various e-book platforms?

You may encounter different platforms when searching for e-books. The 7 platforms available may have different features for downloading/copying/printing. Check out the 

table below for a comparison of some basic features. You may also download this table here.

Platform Downloading Copying Printing Mobile Site 
/App

Personalised 
BookShelf

Apabi No, read online 
only

Yes, page by 
page

No No Yes (My Digital 
Library, requires 
free registration)

DawsonEra Yes, max. 5-day 
loan

Yes, max. 5% of 
total no. of 
pages per user 
session (In 
Read Online
mode only)

Yes, max. 5% of 
total no. of 
pages per user 
session (In 
Read Online
mode only)

No Yes (My 
Account)

Ebrary Yes, max. 60 
pages for 
chapter/ page 
range per book 
per user session; 
max. 14-day loan 
for entire e-book
(requires Adobe 
Digital Editions 
and an Adobe ID 
account)

Yes, max. 60 
pages per book 
per user session

Yes, max. 60 
pages per book 
per user session

Yes (Mobile 
App available 
here)

Yes (My 
Bookshelf)

Emerald 
Social 

Yes, by 
chapter/article

Yes, by 
chapter/article

Yes (Mobile 
Site available 
here) 

Yes (My Emerald 
profile, requires 
free registration)



Sciences 
eBook 
Series

Yes, by 
chapter/article

Gale Virtual 
Reference 
Library 
(GVRL)

No No (Marked lists 
and searches 
saved only for 
the current 
session)

RSC eBook 
Collection

No Yes (My 
Account, 
requires free 
registration)

World 
Scientific 
eBooks

No Yes (My Profile, 
requires free 
registration)

Where can I find out more information about the various e-book platforms?

You can view a listing of the 7 e-book platforms on the E-Books homepage:

Go to the Library Portal Home Page >> QuickLinks >> E-Books

Alternatively, visit this site directly: http://libris.nie.edu.sg/ebooks 

Post a comment below or contact libris@nie.edu.sg if you have any queries.

~ stephanie



SEARCH LESS, FIND MORE – THERE’S A LIBRARY INSTRUCTION WORKSHOP FOR YOU!
15 May 2013 Comments: 

Besieged, bothered and bewildered by too many information sources?  Hexed, vexed and perplexed over not being able to find the right resource?  Come join our Library 

Instruction classes and be bewildered no more!

The Library offers course-related instruction gratis to all Library members.  Sessions typically last for one or two hours depending on whether they are demonstrations or 

hands-on.  These may be held at your convenience during curriculum time, free periods or even in the evenings.  Topics include the use of databases, e-journals, e-books, 

our Library online catalogue, search service LibDiscover!, and EndNote.

To whet your appetite, here are some tips and tricks that you can learn from our library instruction classes:

Do a one-stop search across a comprehensive range of Library resources.

Construct search statements to retrieve the most relevant journal articles.

Configure Google Scholar settings for your search results to reveal whether a full-text article is available in our Library.

Add citations to your paper and let EndNote automatically create the reference list/bibliography in APA style.

Feedback from past participants:

“The most useful [topic] was how we can improve searching so as to obtain better and more relevant results.”

“Enable me to [find] all the information I need for my assignments.”

“Instructor was very familiar with course materials/contents.  Delivered with precision, passion and humour.”

To request a library instruction session, simply do one of the following:

Call 6219-6114.

Send an email to libris@nie.edu.sg.

Use the online form:  http://libris.nie.edu.sg/library-instruction-request.

Find out more about our Library instruction programmes at: http://libris.nie.edu.sg/library_instruction

Too busy to attend?  No fear!  Our just-in-time online resources are here to help you 24/7:

Guides (http://libris.nie.edu.sg/guides) (For more on guides, see post http://libris.nie.edu.sg/blog/2013/02/07/guide-to-our-guides in Feb 2013 blog).

Online tutorial on basic research skills (http://libris.nie.edu.sg/search_path).

Please post your comment below or send an email to:  libris@nie.edu.sg

~ hilary



A PLEASANT LEARNING EXPERIENCE FOR ALL!
15 May 2013 Comments: 

Do you prefer working/studying in a noisy atmosphere or a quiet one? Would you mind if a rat scampered across the table whilst you were revising for an examination?

Here are some guidelines you can follow to ensure a clean, conducive and safe environment for everyone:

Keep conversation to a minimum: The LearningHub area can be utilised for group work and discussion. If you wish to study without distractions, quiet study spaces are 

available on the 2nd and 4th levels.

Switch handphones to silent or vibration mode: Please step out of the Library before you place or answer calls.

Maintain cleanliness: Food and drinks may only be consumed within the café area.

Provide equal opportunity for all to use our Library facilities: Refrain from “reserving” a place by leaving your personal items on seats/tables.

Take good care of library materials: Keep them dry and clean, and away from rain and food.

Keep an eye on your belongings:  Carry your valuables with you and secure your notebook with a lock even if you are away for a short while.

Thank you for helping us to create a pleasant learning experience for all. If you have any suggestions, please use the comments box below or drop us an email at 

libris@nie.edu.sg.

~  douglas 



BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS
15 May 2013 Comments: 

As this is the Enrichment issue, and the vacation is coming up, I would like to recommend 2 nonfiction (but non-textbook) titles for your reading pleasure:

The Sara saga / Manicasothy Saravanamuttu. – Penang : Areca Books, 2010. Call number: PN5449.M42 Sar

This is the autobiography of a very accomplished Ceylonese who went to Penang to take up a position as sub-editor for the Straits Echo and rose quickly 

to become the editor.  He was chairman of the committee tasked with maintaining law and order when the British evacuated Penang in 1941 after the 

Japanese attacked and eventually occupied both Malaya and Singapore. He was imprisoned by the Japanese and nearly died during this period. After the 

Japanese surrender in 1945, he had the good fortune to meet Lord Louis Mountbatten, Supreme Allied Commander, when he first touched down on 

Malayan soil at the Penang Bayan Lepas airport. “Sara”, as he was known to all, later went on to hold diplomatic appointments, including that of Ceylon 

Commissioner to Singapore, and was among those who witnessed Malaya’s independence.

This Areca 2010 edition is a reprint of the original 1970 publication, and new additions include a foreword by his two surviving sons (Manicam and Johan 

(“Jayam”) Saravanamuttu) as well as photos.  It is highly recommended to all with an interest in World War II and particularly the Japanese Occupation in 

the Far East.  

Happiness is a state of mine / Maureen Neihart. – Singapore : Armour, 2013. Call number: BF575.H27 Nei

There are numerous noteworthy points in this handy volume, and I would like to highlight a few here to give readers a flavour of the contents. For example, 

under “Strengthen relationships”, Dr Neihart includes a very clear and sensible explanation of what forgiveness is and isn’t. And on exercise, she writes: 

“People who exercise are happier and healthier. This is a scientifically proven fact” (p. 16). Unfortunately … what constitutes real, effective exercise may 



not be what I suspect many of us think it is. Going for a walk doesn’t count, and neither does mopping the floor. No, you “have to feel your heart pumping 

and your breath straining for a good 40 minutes at least, five times a week” (p. 17). Naturally, those of us who exercise 0-1 minute per week are 

encouraged to build up to a few minutes each day rather than rush headlong into half-hour exercises. 

The last point I would like to mention is the beneficial effects of being amongst greenery. Whilst there have not been many scientific studies on this, it 

seems that hospital patients who could view outside greenery from their windows appeared to recover faster than those who did not have the same access. 

Hence, the exhortation, “get out and get some green!”

Readers may like to note that a synopsis based on the foreword is also available under NIE Staff Publications at http://libris.nie.edu.sg/node/2388.

In conclusion, for some enriching and thought-provoking reading during the upcoming vacation, this book is happily recommended!  

~ yvonne
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