




EDITORIAL
17 Mar 2014 Comments: 

How fitting to start our first issue of 2014 with a post unveiling our brand new Library Spaces!  They have been specially conceptualised to inspire all users to imagine and 

to innovate.  The write-up should make you curious enough to pop by and check out our new facilities. 

Must-see’s: Gallery and Research Commons. 

Must-try’s: Pods and MakerSpace. 

Must-taste: Café. 

Drop us a note to share your thoughts with all Library users! 

The process of overhauling the Library has unearthed interesting treasures.  When was the last time you heard a gramophone record (if ever)? Or played with dolls (non-

Barbie fans)?  Our second article reveals more about these collections and where they are now displayed in their full glory. 

Next, be inspired by our renovation project manager as he shares heartfelt lessons learned on his arduous but ultimately rewarding journey.  Brave heart!

Our last three articles will speed you on your research journey.  We are rolling out a new platform for customised guides called LibGuides!  We are sure that you will find 

the recommended sources useful. 

If you are doing research in physical education or exercise physiology, you will welcome the improved accessibility to full-text documents in the OregonPDF database.  

Learn how to take a shortcut to these documents via our WebOPAC. 

Lastly, find out how our NIE Digital Repository can help your research get the exposure it rightly deserves.  Discover the why, what and how of depositing your papers that 

will power you up the citation hit list!

Enjoy!

~ hilary (editor)



CELEBRATING “LIBRARY AS SPACE”
17 Mar 2014 Comments: 

On 11 Feb 2014, we marked the library’s transformation with a joyous event billed as “Celebrating ‘Library as Space’”. In his rousing speech, Director shared his vision for 

NIE to be a leading institute of education on the world stage.  He listed the library as one of the four important components of NIE; the others being NIE’s programmes, 

faculty and facilities. The celebrations, with “lo hei” prosperity toss included, were rounded off with a tour of the new facilities for the guests.

Head Library saying a big “Thank You” to all who contributed to the library’s 

transformation.

Gallery: Director viewing the NIE and staff publications on display in the 

Gallery. It is a perfect spot for future book launches.

Director’s speech:  Prof Lee addressing well-wishers at the start of the event. Opening:  Prof Lee launched the celebrations with a short video featuring the 

new library spaces.

Guests were invited to a “lo hei” prosperity toss.They were also presented with 

traditional Lunar New Year gifts of mandarin oranges.

(front row) Smiles from our student leaders; (back row, from left) Mr Derek Tan 

of Lok Design and Mr Andrew Tan (DED).

The MakerSpace intrigued our guests with its 3D printing technology. Staff Lounge: Guests were charmed by the restful ambience of the Staff 

Lounge. It is equipped with a Blu-ray player and gramophone.



SMART Room: Mrs Wan highlighting the plentiful glass boards on the walls of 

the SMART room.  They are convenient for note-taking during presentations 

and brainstorming sessions.

Director, NIE exchanging greetings with students at the café.

Pod: One of five pods designed for group discussions. Each pod has a digital 

display monitor and writing surfaces.

The Research Commons has modular furniture that is versatile and suited for 

multiple functions such as collaborative learning and small group instruction.

The tour brought the celebrations of ‘Library as Space’ to a close. Nevertheless, the event signalled the beginning of a new and transformed library, all geared up to meet 

the needs of the staff and students of the 21st century.

~nenny



DOLLS AND GRAMOPHONE RECORDS IN THE LIBRARY - WHATEVER NEXT?!
17 Mar 2014 Comments: 

When the concept of “Library as Space” was conceived, there were many issues that needed to be addressed.  One of them was how to increase the visibility of our Closed 

Stacks items.  As the saying goes, “out of sight, out of mind”, so users are more likely to utilise resources that they are aware of.  This conviction was then skilfully integrated 

into our renovation plans.  With the renovations completed, see what has tumbled out from our Closed Stacks – dolls and records!

The Doll collection (http://libris.nie.edu.sg/doll-collection) has been given prime real estate on Level 3, Right wing.  It consists of 40 reversible hand puppets housed in 

four glass display cases.  The dolls may be loaned out to NIE students and staff as teaching aids only.

Browse the Doll collection: https://opac.nie.edu.sg/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/MAIN/0/5?item_type=TOY

The Gramophone Record collection (http://libris.nie.edu.sg/gramophone-collection) is in the Staff Lounge (Level 3, Left wing).  For an “old” format, it has nearly 

everything, from music and music instruction to poetry readings to historic speeches, rare audio plays and even sound effects.  The records may be used in the library only.

Browse the Gramophone Record collection:

https://opac.nie.edu.sg/uhtbin/cgisirsi.exe/x/MAIN/0/5?item_type=GRAM-REC

If you wish to borrow from either of these collections, please make an online request using the Closed Stacks form: http://libris.nie.edu.sg/closed-stacks-items-request.

Please leave your comment below or send an email to: libmedia@nie.edu.sg.

~ hilary



HOW TO ACHIEVE A GREAT PROJECT R.E.S.U.L.T.!
17 Mar 2014 Comments: 

The following are some learning points from the Library as Space project, presented in an easy to remember format. The author is the project manager and would like to 

share some ingredients to achieve results in any project.

Please see Blog archives for past articles on the “Library as Space” project.

~ douglas



LIBGUIDES: GET STARTED ON YOUR RESEARCH!
17 Mar 2014 Comments: 

Planning a literature review for your paper? Embarking on your dissertation or thesis preparation? Undertaking a new research topic? LibGuides, a new platform with 

customised guides developed by our friendly librarians, is a great place to start!

LibGuides points you to sources where you can find books, journal articles, digital resources and much more. In addition to recommended sources, you will find search 

boxes for Library Catalogue, LibDiscover! and Google Scholar, search tips and library tools embedded in the guides to provide a seamless experience in locating, 

discovering and documenting scholarly information. To further interaction and collaboration, contact information of the librarian who creates and maintains each guide is also 

included.

LibGuides is a work-in-progress, so whether you are a student who would like to suggest a new guide, or an academic staff who would like to request a specific guide that 

can be embedded in your online module, we look forward to collaborating with you to create content for specific classes, subject areas or research topics!

Click on LibGuides in the Quick Links box on the Library Portal or connect directly to http://libguides.nie.edu.sg/home to start exploring. If you have any feedback or 

suggestions, please respond to this post or drop us a line at libref@nie.edu.sg.

~ lian ping



LOOKING FOR THESES ON “HEALTH & PERFORMANCE”? HERE’S GOOD NEWS!
17 Mar 2014 Comments: 

The Library currently holds over 6,000 theses in microfiche format from Oregon University and provides access to the OregonPDF in Health & Performance database. What 

was missing was a link to connect the microfiche thesis record to its database pdf document, if available.

Now, thanks to a project recently completed by the Cataloguing Unit, users who locate theses from Oregon University in the library catalogue will be able to go straight to 

the OregonPDF database to view the full text, if the pdf version is available.

Let’s say you come across a thesis by Laura Gardiner:

(Record extracted from the OregonPDF database).

Instead of having to view the physical microfiche, you can just click on the “View full text” link. (Should only the abstract be available, the wording will be “View abstract”). 

You will then be asked to log in with your NIE Login Account, after which you should see this:

(Record extracted from the OregonPDF database).

You can then proceed to download the pdf.

However, please note that not all the microfiche theses may have the corresponding pdf versions. In such cases, the catalogue record will not have any link, and you would 

need to view the physical microfiche. Another way, if you do not need to view the thesis immediately, is to send an email to libref@nie.edu.sg requesting for it to be 

converted to pdf.

We hope that users interested in this collection will find searching and accessing the database has become much easier!

~ yvonne



OPEN YOUR RESEARCH TO THE WORLD
17 Mar 2014 Comments: 

Want to improve your citation count? Make your papers available in the NIE Digital Repository and let the citations roll in!

The Electronic Academic Papers collection is a central repository for staff to self-deposit their academic papers for convenient and immediate access. Papers can be 

easily browsed by author name or by issue date.

Why deposit?

Visibility: freely available papers are more likely to be cited

Accessibility: research archives facilitate sharing

Preservation: perpetual access to your scholarly works as each record is assigned a unique and permanent web link

What can you deposit?

Some examples of electronic academic works deposited:

book chapter

research monograph 

conference paper

published version of journal article

post-print version of journal article (author’s peer-reviewed manuscript or accepted version) 

key note lecture slides

How to deposit?

Send us the softcopy of *accepted version of papers by emailing to eprints@nie.edu.sg OR

Use the online form: http://libris.nie.edu.sg/nie-digital-repository-deposit-form

We will:

Check the publishers’ self-archiving policies for copyright clearance.

Update you on the status and provide the links once we have uploaded your works.

Can you archive the final published version instead of earlier draft versions?

Most publishers are happy to grant permission for an author’s post-print (*accepted version) to be made available online. The content is very close to the final published 

version. 



While some publishers (usually open access publishers) do allow libraries to make their PDFs freely available online, most will not permit it. Wherever publisher 

agreements allow however, we will deposit the final published PDF version instead of the post-print/pre-print (submitted version).

What is meant by “Accepted version” or “post-print?”

Comments from participating staff:

“Many thanks to you for your kind reply and the support to my works. Indeed it is a great publicity to my works. I am very much grateful to you.”

~ Seetha Lakshmi (ALC)

“I am impressed by your dedication to collect and consolidate the NIE research collection. As most of my files are in Singapore I shall trace them for submitting into the 

archive collection. I shall be glad to contribute in as many ways as possible to consolidate the research at NIE.”

~ Saravanan Vanithamani (Former NIE staff)

“I think they should be more than happy to have an additional repository to store our papers for download – as we all want good exposure and citation rates for the papers.”

~ Wong Lung Hsiang (LSL)

Keen to find out more?

Visit the FAQ at http://libris.nie.edu.sg/guide-depositing-electronic-academic-papers-the-library#steps or email to libref@nie.edu.sg

~ stephanie
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