




EDITORIAL
11 Jun 2014 Comments: 

Welcome to the twelfth issue of our Library blog!  An irresistible selection of articles is presented for your edification.

As another semester winds down, our first article looks back fondly at the whirlwind of Library activities that has taken place in the past quarter.  Carnivals, book fairs, open 

houses and talks – all attest to the essential niche that the Library occupies in the ecosystem of NIE. 

We are also proud to have lent a hand in the NIE Service Learning Club’s overseas project to donate books to neighbouring Cambodia.  This story is told in words and 

pictures in the second article.

As Singapore’s largest education library, we strive to stay at the forefront of library trends and pedagogical advances.  In leading libraries the world over, makerspaces are 

popping up like mushrooms after the rain.  The third article introduces one of our new learning spaces, the Makerspace created in collaboration with the Translation and 

Development Unit (TDU). 

‘Flipped’ classrooms have captured much attention in education circles.  The fourth article recounts the modest start that our library instruction services is making in this 

direction with the mVideo app developed by CeL.

One guideline that the library instruction services follow when designing programmes is that they should remain relevant.  We conducted a survey to find out more about 

your wants and how we can tailor our classes to suit your needs.  All is revealed in the fifth article.  Do continue the dialogue by giving us your views after you’ve read it.

This issue ends with a report on visitors to our Library.  With an average of two tours conducted per week, we are delighted to be attracting visitors from local organizations 

as well as those far afield.

Wishing you good reads and a happy mid-year vacation!

~ hilary (editor)



ROUND-UP OF LIBRARY EVENTS: A LITERALLY EVENT-FULL BEGINNING TO 2014!
11 Jun 2014 Comments: 

What a busy start to the year it has been for the library! 

ACIS i-Carnival

The semester started with our participation in the fun-filled i-Carnival event on 11 February. At the library booth, NIE staff and students were able to learn 

more about library services and get to know our library staff.  Booth visitors could also try their hand at the games to win prizes. 

Learning about library services through games Happy students picking their prizes

Celebrating “Library as Space”

While the iCarnival was in full swing at the Students’ Hub, the Library was a hive of activity as we celebrated the completion of our “Library as Space” 

project.  For more details, please refer to our March issue:  http://libris.nie.edu.sg/blog/2014/03/17/celebrating-library-as-space

Prof Lee taking a closer look at the 3D printing in 

progress

Mrs Wan explaining the functions of the Research Commons to the visitors

Children’s Book Fair

The library held a ‘Children’s Fiction Book Fair’ on 19 February. Organised in conjunction with the English Language & Literature Academic Group, the 

book fair gave staff and students the chance to browse through thousands of picture books and make book recommendations for the Library’s collection. 

The large turnout at the book fair was a most encouraging sign.  

The colourful poster befitting the theme of the book fair The crowd of children’s book lovers

Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL) Open Day



Next up was the Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL) Open Day on 1 March. This was the day prospective post-graduate students visited 

the campus to learn more about NIE’s postgraduate programmes. The library hosted two tours of our facilities and hopefully our conducive new 

environment will entice the visitors to study at NIE!

Visitors taking a peek into the display section at the Gallery A snapshot of the visitors after the library tour

NTU/NIE Open House

In the following week, NTU and NIE organised the campus Open House on 8 March. The event aimed to give potential students as well as their parents 

an insight into student life and the programmes offered. Guests were invited to the library for lunch/tea. They had the chance to mingle with the teaching 

staff and attend briefings on the teaching scholars’ programme. There was a book display at the Gallery and the digital monitors showed videos of 

student activities and interviews. Standees of star faculty members and their publications were exhibited in the Collaborative Learning Areas. Besides 

poster boards showcasing Service Learning, the Youth Expedition Programme, Exchange Programme and Student Life, there was also a demonstration 

of 3D printing.

Potential students listening intently during the briefing. Student volunteers were present to answer queries 

from potential students.

Academic Publishing Talks

The Academic Publishing Talks saw the library collaborating with NTU Libraries to invite speakers to share their insights into the academic publishing 

field. NIE library organised two talks – by speakers from publishing companies Cengage and McGraw Hill. The talks, held on 11 and 14 March, were 

well-attended. 

Mrs Wan-Yeoh Seok Kwan (Head NIE Library) presenting the McGraw-Hill speaker, Mr Joseph 

M. Mas, a token of appreciation.

Dr Han Lian Siew from Cengage sharing the Dos 

and Don’ts of publishing books to aspiring authors.

With so many events filling up the library’s calendar, one can certainly say that the library is no longer just a place for study and research; it has evolved 

into a space for events as well.  We are seeing our “Library as Space” vision turning into reality!

~ nenny



BOOK DONATION DRIVE FOR CAMBODIA
11 Jun 2014 Comments: 

NIE Library, in collaboration with NIE Service Learning Club, organised a book donation drive from 20- 24 Jan 2014 at the library arcade. This book donation drive was 

conducted for Springboard4Cambodia, a Cambodian social enterprise which aims to build 2 new libraries in Cambodia, allowing poorer students to access the libraries for 

free.

Publicity for the event started on 15 Jan and lasted till 24 Jan. Around 5 cartons of books were collected from the NIE community and the remaining 41 cartons were 

donated courtesy of the ELL Department and the Library.

We would like to thank the NIE Community and especially the ELL Department for their generosity, and we hope that the books donated will be extremely useful to the 

Cambodian students.

~ yong yeow





THE MAKERSPACE IN NIE LIBRARY
11 Jun 2014 Comments: 1

Definition of ‘makerspace’: A community centre with tools (adapted from Makerspace.com at http://makerspace.com/)

The Makerspace has become a part of the Collaborative Space at Level 3 of NIE Library! It is a new collaboration between NIE Library and Translation and Development 

Unit (TDU). The aim of the Makerspace is to provide an avenue to encourage our NIE community to:

Embrace the spirit of experimentation, innovation and creativity.

Learn how emerging technologies can bring their creations to life.

The Makerspace is equipped with a state-of-the-art 3D printer that allows users to perform rapid prototyping of their design ideas and projects. Besides the ability to print 

professional quality 3D artefacts, the 3D printer is also environmentally friendly as the filament used for printing 3D objects is a form of renewable bioplastic (polylactic acid 

or PLA) derived from plants.

Ever since the Makerspace was launched in Jan 2014, we have seen huge interest from the NIE community and visitors.

Do drop by at the Makerspace and discover the maker in you! The Makerspace is open for NIE staff and students to perform any 3D printing from 9a.m. – 5p.m., Mondays – 

Fridays.

~ jacky



THE LIBRARY HAS ‘FLIPPED’!
11 Jun 2014 Comments: 2

The next time you attend a library user education session, don’t be surprised if you find yourself in a ‘flipped classroom’!

As befits our role as a library serving a teacher training institute, we try to incorporate current pedagogies and learning methods in our library instruction programmes.  Our 

latest efforts are two EndNote videos that you can view on the NIE mVideo app developed by CeL.  The app may be downloaded at:

App Store on iTunes (https://itunes.apple.com/sg/app/nie-mvideo/id495878676?mt=8)

Google Play (https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=sg.edu.nie.NIEmVideo)

The 3-minute videos show you how to download and install the EndNote software.  At the end of the videos, answer the simple multiple-choice questions to test your 

understanding of the content.

We hope that you will view these videos before attending our workshops on EndNote and perhaps try downloading and installing EndNote on your own.  Should you 

encounter any difficulty, you may seek help or clarification during the workshops.



For more information on the NIE mVideo app, please visit:  http://www.cel.nie.edu.sg/mvideo.html

If you do not have a mobile device, you may view the videos directly at the links below. 

Download EndNote – http://videoweb.nie.edu.sg/videos/1373/endnote_download

Install EndNote – http://videoweb.nie.edu.sg/videos/1374/endnote_install

Happy ‘flipping’!

Please contact us if you wish to request for a user education class: (65) 6219-6114 or email: libris@nie.edu.sg.

To make an online request, please use this form.

~ hilary



RESULTS OF STUDENT SURVEY - YOUR WISH LIST FOR THE LIBRARY’S USER EDUCATION 
PROGRAMME
11 Jun 2014 Comments: 

Why? We wanted to find out how we could help you use library resources more efficiently.

When? From 4 to 17 Apr 2014.

How? Online and hard copy questionnaires.

Who?

A good mix of the student population responded. Majority were Undergraduates and PGDE students.

(Sample size= 273, confidence interval = 90%, margin of error = 5%)

What? Most Wanted User Education Topics 

Majority want to know how to locate journal articles and e-books

Many are also interested in mobile apps and sites to access library’s resources

A good number wants to learn how to locate full text using library tools and alternative sources

How? Preferred Mode of Delivery 

Just-in-time learning is preferred over just-in-case instruction: An overwhelming majority prefer to learn at their own pace and convenience by accessing online 

guides, handouts and videos. 

Learning as a group is useful for some: Group instruction classes with hands-on exercises. allow questions and answers to be shared among attendees.



Some of Your Feedback and Our Replies:

Feedback Response
Have a telephone hotline or email address 
for students to make queries

Please contact 6790-3623 or email to libref@nie.edu.sg

Have a service counter to provide answers Please visit:
- Information Desk (counter nearer the Reserves) - if you have general enquiries or need assistance

in the use of the OPAC and self-check machines.

Introduce a tutorial session on APA 
guidelines in writing reports. 

We conduct EndNote workshops that teach you how to use EndNote to cite references and format your 
reference list in APA style. 

Offer user education classes on Saturdays 
to cater to students who study part-time Please form a group and email your request to libris@nie.edu.sg

Making online search guides available Our just-in-time online resources are here to help you 24/7:
- Guides (http://libris.nie.edu.sg/guides)
- SearchPath – self-paced interactive tutorial (http://libris.nie.edu.sg/SearchPath/index.html)

If you have suggestions for a guide, please let us know.

Thank you for all your comments, and suggestions! Find out more about our current programme at http://libris.nie.edu.sg/library_instruction

We will continue to tailor our library user education programme to suit your needs. If you have further comments, please respond to this post or drop a line at 

libris@nie.edu.sg.

~ stephanie



DESTINATION LIBRIS!: LIBRARY VISITORS JAN-MAR 2014
11 Jun 2014 Comments: 

NIE Library conducted 26 tours during the period Jan-Mar 2014, and we were glad to welcome a total of 280 visitors including participants from 

Australia, Denmark, Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan, Nanyang Polytechnic, South Korea, the Straits Times (journalists), Taiwan, Thailand, USA (Harvard) 

and UNESCO-APEID.

The Library was especially honoured to receive the following esteemed visitors:

Who: Straits Times Journalists

When: 8 January 2014

Who: Teachers from Korea (visit organised by UNESCO-APCEIU (Asia Pacific Centre for Education for International Understanding))

When: 17 February 2014

Who: Harvard University Graduate School Of Education

When: 18 March 2014



The visitors were all suitably impressed with the transformation of the Library from a place into a Space!

~ douglas
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