




EDITORIAL
11 Feb 2016 Comments: 

Welcome to a new semester and we wish all a prosperous lunar new year!

Another busy year has flown by ….. Some highlights from 2015 that we hope will bring about  a better user experience include renaming of Library Units to better reflect 

our workplace transformation, reorganising of instructional and reference materials for greater accessibility, changes in loan privileges for NIE staff / students and free 

document delivery via RapidILL to support your teaching, learning and research needs!

In this issue, we present more updates on library events and collaborations as well as our regular library hacks column. Also, if you are new to citing references retrieved 

from databases, do check out our user-friendly write-up.

On the theme of collaboration, we are pleased to highlight the book launch of Global Voices in Education: Ruth Wong Memorial Lectures which we co-organised with the 

Department of Public, International and Alumni Relations (PIAR) and Office of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality (SPAQ). We also teamed up with NTU Libraries 

during the International Open Access Week to present two talks for researchers and higher degree students.

Finally, our staff Wong Yong Yeow (Assistant Manager, Subscription Services) shares his key takeaways from the A-LIEP 2015 Conference (International Conference on 

Asia-Pacific Library and Information Education and Practice) that was held in Manila, Philippines, last October.

Have a successful and fruitful year ahead!

~ seokkwan



BOOK LAUNCH OF GLOBAL VOICES IN EDUCATION: RUTH WONG MEMORIAL LECTURES
11 Feb 2016 Comments: 

On 14 October 2015, the book Global Voices in Education: Ruth Wong Memorial Lectures, was officially launched the National Institute of Education (NIE).  The book was 

edited by Professor Tan Oon Seng (Director, NIE), Dr Wong Hee Ong (sister of Dr Ruth Wong) and Dr Seng Seok Hoon (part-time consultant with NIEI).

About the book

The late Dr Ruth Wong Hie King (1918-1982) was the founding Director of the then Institute of Education (IE). In 1983, the Ruth Wong Memorial Lecture Series was 

established by her family to commemorate her vision and rich legacy. Presented annually, the lectures, given by internationally renowned educationists, focus on essential 

aspects of education such as learning, teaching, teacher education, educational research and policy innovation.

This book, which brings together selected Ruth Wong Memorial Lectures, was first conceptualised in late 2014 in memory of Dr Ruth Wong and to celebrate SG50.

Check our library catalogue for the book’s availability. 

Conclusion

A/P Low Ee Ling, emcee for the book launch and Head of Strategic Planning and Academic Quality (SPAQ), concluded the event by saying, “It reminds us of the importance 

of looking back to history, of learning from history, so that we can truly learn and be inspired by the great legacies in education like Dr Ruth Wong’s.”



I am thankful for having had the opportunity to work with the editorial team to provide reference and editorial support. I was fortunate to bear witness to a variety of behind-

the-scenes processes of book publishing such as splicing together the full transcript from a mixture of sources, verifying references, proof-reading text, editing images and 

getting written permission from copyright owners. The journey might have been long and tedious but the culmination of everyone’s hard work in the successful book launch 

makes it all worthwhile.

Special thanks to colleagues from Public, International and Alumni Relations (PIAR) and SPAQ for their efforts in co-organising the book launch event with NIE Library.

~ stephanie



OPEN ACCESS AND YOUR PUBLICATIONS
11 Feb 2016 Comments: 

Open Access Week (19-25 October 2015) is an opportunity for the academic and research community to learn about the potential benefits of Open Access for scholarly 

research. The theme for 2015 Open Access Week was Open for Collaboration which focuses on cooperation among stakeholder communities for scholarly communications.

In conjunction with the Open Access Week, the NTU Libraries and NIE Library held 2 open access talks in the Lee Wee Nam Library Seminar Room on 20 and 21 October 

2015. The first was on open access publishing covering topics including finding self-archiving policy with the use of Sherpa Romeo, locating open access journals via DOAJ 

(Directory of Open Access Journals) and how to make a publication open access plus get it indexed in Google Scholar. The second focused on open access theses like 

finding other institutions’ open access theses via OATD (Open Access Theses and Dissertations) and clearing copyright using automated rights. Both talks involved hands-

on sessions to give participants a chance to work on the tools introduced straightaway. The sessions were interactive and participants were forthcoming with their enquiries 

on open access.

Hands-on session searching DOAJ during talk 1 Melisa sharing trends in open access during talk 2

General feedback for the first talk from the participants was that topics such as Check self-archiving policy on Sherpa Romeo and getting open access publications in the 

repository indexed by Google Scholar were useful. For the second talk, topics like locating other open access theses using OATD and copyright clearance were found 

helpful. Most felt confident to apply the new knowledge and tools acquired on open access. Participants also suggested topics such as creative commons licenses and 

selecting of quality open access journals to be discussed in future sessions. 

Being involved in the open access talks has provided me a platform to work with fellow colleagues at NTU Libraries and to get to know users from the NTU research 

community. Through this process of sharing about open access topics, we have another channel to learn about our users’ research needs. Overall, it has been a great 

opportunity for us to share about open access.  

~ melisa



SOMETHING TO GET EX-CITE-D ABOUT: CITING REFERENCES FROM DATABASES
11 Feb 2016 Comments: 

Found a great paper in a database and wish you could retrieve its citation information quickly and painlessly?  Here’s how!

Many databases come with a “Cite” feature that allows you to view a paper’s citation in a format of your choice, such as the APA citation style.  You can simply copy the 

citation and paste it into whichever document you are working on.  A word of caution: The citation displayed might not adhere strictly to the APA guidelines so you need to 

do a check on its accuracy.  Therefore, a basic knowledge of APA style is essential.

The screenshots below show examples of how citations will appear in some popular platforms and databases.

ProQuest Education Journals (ProQuest Databases):

Education Resource Information Center (ERIC) (EBSCOHost Databases):

Amend the citation displayed if it is incorrect:

Academic OneFile (Gale Databases):



JSTOR (Journal Storage):

For step-by-step instructions on how to locate and use the “Cite” feature in various databases, please visit our APA LibGuide.

~ hilary



ROUND-UP OF LIBRARY EVENTS
11 Feb 2016 Comments: 

This article reports on some library events that took place in the latter part of 2015.

Exhibition:  First Malay Language Month Exhibition @ NIE Library

The Library held its first ever Bulan Bahasa (Malay Language Month) exhibition in September 2015, in conjunction with the annual national event organised by the Ministry 

of Culture, Community and Youth (MCCY). To accompany this year’s theme of “Ilmu. Budaya. Mesra” (Knowledge. Culture. Relationships), titles were chosen from four 

categories: children’s literature, culture, language and literature. Books by NIE staff and literary award winners featured prominently.

Posters displaying selected “peribahasa” (proverbs) and “pantun” (poetry or quatrains) were put up, and staff also contributed games items for display.

We hope the exhibition helped to give some insights into Malay culture, language and literature.

Visits:  Destination LIBRIS!: Library Visitors September-November 2015

NIE Library welcomed over 400 visitors and conducted 21 tours during the period September-mid November 2015. The overseas visitors came from as far afield as 

Azerbaijan, Iran, Jordan, Sweden and the United States, whilst our local visitors came from a wide range of institutions, and could be as young as upper primary!

Overall, the visitors were impressed with the resources and conducive environment of our library, especially in support of collaborative learning.

~ yvonne, warren



MABUHAY! A-LIEP 2015
11 Feb 2016 Comments: 

I had the privilege of attending the 6th International Conference on Asia-Pacific Library and Information Education and Practice from 28-30 October which was held at the 

Philippine International Convention Center in Manila. The theme for this year’s conference was “Asia-Pacific LIS: Exploring Unity and Diversity”, and the aim was to learn 

about the different and common practices in LIS education and profession from Asia and the Pacific. The two-day conference provided a good platform for me to interact 

with fellow professionals and librarians from other countries.

Speakers from Japan, Indonesia, Thailand, Taiwan, South Korea, India, Malaysia, Singapore and the Philippines presented on different topics in areas such as information 

literacy, user services & behaviours, bibliometrics and social media. I found the sharing on the elements of learning commons that increase library use very interesting. Also, 

the takeaway from the sharing on the services to library users with disabilities by the University of Malaya Library proved to be useful as we can learn from our Malaysian 

counterparts in providing better accessibility services to our users.

Besides the two-day conference, the host from the School of Library and Information Studies of the University of the Philippines organised visits to the Cultural Center of the 

Philippines, National Museum of the Philippines and Intramuros which certainly contributed towards making my Manila trip a fruitful and memorable one.

Venue for A-LIEP 2015 Wong Yong Yeow at the A-LIEP 2015 Conference

~ yong yeow



LIFE HACKS FROM THE LIBRARY (PART 5)
11 Feb 2016 Comments: 

Library Hack #1:  How to book a Learning Pod

Need a room for discussion/presentation for a group of six or less? Make your way to the WebOPAC terminals at Level 2 to book a Learning Pod today!

Our Learning Pods are located on Level 3, Right Wing. Staff and students of NIE can book a Pod for 2 hours each day/group.

All it takes are these 4 steps.

Step 1: Click on the ‘Facilities Booking’ tab.

Step 2: Read the terms and conditions & select available slots from the calendar.

Step 3 : Have 3 matriculation numbers from members of your group at hand before continuing with the booking.

Step 4 : Fill in the online form and click "Submit my Booking".

Five minutes to your booking time, make your way to the Library Counter at Level 2 and present three matriculation cards to exchange for the access card to the Pod.

For more info and FAQs, click here.



Library Hack #2:  Locations of Photocopiers

Need to photocopy books or notes? These are the locations for you!

Photocopy Room in Reserves

For info on photocopying charges and copyright issues, please refer to the FAQs:

http://libris.nie.edu.sg/faqs/printing-and-photocopying-photocopying-and-copyright-faq

~ seri, marziah, yvonne
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