




EDITORIAL
03 Oct 2016 Comments: 

The new semester is in full swing, and we trust you are all well-settled in! We hope that you find our library resources useful and that your research is progressing at a good 

pace.

The Library is not static, but has an ever-flowing stream of updates and upgrades. You may be interested to know that LibDiscover!, our one-stop search tool, has been 

enhanced, and you can find out more about the changes here. Plus, we have also introduced LibFAQs whereby you can look for answers to your questions, whether they 

are about your own account or library resources/facilities, etc.

The Library is also a happening place! LIBRIS worked with the Learning Sciences & Technologies (LST) Academic Group to support and host the International Conference 

of Learning Sciences (ICLS) Poster Sessions, which were well-attended. In a three-way departmental effort, the Library, Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) Academic Group 

and the Director’s Office also joined hands to have selected artworks showcased in the Library. You can read about these collaborative ventures here.

Earlier in the year, we also hosted an Academic Publishing talk entitled “So You Want to be a Writer?”. If you missed it, watch out for the next round in March 2017!

Our Research and Information Services (RIS) colleague Stephanie Ow, who loves children’s books, shares her experiences of the Asian Festival of Children’s Content 

(AFCC) held in May.

Finally, we have our regular Life Hacks from the Library column. Find out how to get quick access to your favourite sections or resources!

Enjoy your browsing!

~ yvonne (editor)



ENHANCED FEATURES IN LIBDISCOVER! 
03 Oct 2016 Comments: 

LibDiscover!, our one-stop search tool for discovering a comprehensive range of library resources, had a revamp earlier this year.

Here are some features in this enhanced LibDiscover! that may be of interest to you:

More relevant results 
Searching through a myriad of results can be frustrating. Like searching Google, earlier LibDiscover! versions focused on full-text searching, which 

sometimes returned less relevant results. The enhanced LibDiscover! now includes subject indexes in the relevancy ranking of search results. With this 

feature, you should be able to retrieve more precise and accurate results for your search topic.

Faster access to the information
Remember the hassle of clicking through multiple pages to get to the full text?  Now you can simply access it with one-click via direct full text link in 

the search results.  However, you still have to go through the authentication process and log in before you can view the full text.

Different types of Direct links to full text in LibDiscover!

More sharing and collaboration
It is now easier to share your research findings with the use of permanent links (or permalinks).  Permanent link is available at article level as well as 

for search results.

Besides using permanent links, you can also create your personal folder to organise and share your findings with other group members. Simply sign 

up for my EBSCOhost account.

Using permanent links and save search to personal folder

More options for mobile interface
Searching on your mobile device is just as powerful as searching via your desktop.  Functions like adding to personal folder and emailing articles are 

also available in mobile mode. The mobile- optimised interface also makes it easy to navigate through results on your device.



Different features in LibDiscover! mobile site

If you have yet to explore these features in LibDiscover!, do try them out!

~ melisa



HAVE QUESTIONS? FIND THE ANSWERS AT LIBFAQS!
03 Oct 2016 Comments: 

Do you have questions to ask about library services, resources or perhaps just your own account but are not quite sure where to look for the answers?

No fretting, just click on the FAQs link on every library web page or connect to http://libfaqs.nie.edu.sg!

If you have a question or query, try typing in some keywords to search for answers (1a). You could also browse by topics (1b).

If you are unable to find the answer, please key in your question in the box at the right-hand side (2), and fill in the necessary details, including your 

email (3). We will then get back to you.

We hope you will find LibFAQs useful in answering your enquiries!

~ yvonne



LIBRARY COLLABORATIONS
03 Oct 2016 Comments: 

There was a buzz of excitement and activity during the normally quieter vacation months of June-July as the Library was the venue for the 

International Conference of Learning Sciences (ICLS) Poster Sessions and was also chosen as the site to showcase selected artworks by local and 

regional artists. Do read on!

1. International Conference of Learning Sciences (ICLS) Poster Sessions

LIBRIS collaborated with the Learning Sciences & Technology (LST) Academic Group to support the International Conference of Learning Sciences 

(ICLS) Poster Sessions from 22 – 23 June 2016. LIBRIS staff were involved in and assisted with the operational logistics.

The library Café area was selected as the venue for the 2-day event organised by LST. It was a hive of activity as preparation work was carried out by 

staff, including making arrangements for the original tables and chairs at the Café area to be temporarily stowed away to make space for the poster 

stands.

It was all worthwhile as the Poster Sessions were very well-received by the conference participants viewing the latest advancements in learning 

sciences and pedagogy and hearing the researchers elaborating on their projects. On both days the poster sessions proved to be a strong crowd-puller 

as could be seen from the photos below.

Some of the comments received after the event are as follows:

“On behalf of the organising committee of the ICLS 2016, we would like to thank you for the use of library space for the Poster sessions. The 

participants had a good time interacting with one another and it was a great learning experience. We chose the library as one of the conference 

venues because we wanted to showcase our excellent library facilities to our international participants, many of whom are world-renowned professors 

from famous universities.” -- A/P Tan Seng Chee, Associate Dean, (GPL, LST)

“I want to thank you all for your support in the last 2 days for the poster sessions. Without your help the sessions cannot be so smooth and 

successful. I really appreciate it.” -- A/P Wang Qiyun, (LST)

2. Display of artworks (collaboration with VPA & Director’s Office)

“The purpose of art is washing the dust of daily life off our souls.” 

― Pablo Picasso 

Indeed! By looking and marvelling at artworks one can find solace and perhaps even experience rejuvenation amidst our fast-paced environment. 

Steadfast to this belief, we have worked together with Visual and Performing Arts (VPA) Academic Group and Director’s Office to showcase specially 

selected artworks by local and regional artists. These artworks include paintings and woodcut prints that were acquired by the NIE and its 

predecessors, the Teachers' Training College (TTC) and the Institute of Education (IE), over the past 60 years. Preparation work started from the 

beginning of June 2016 with repainting and wall rectification works on wall surfaces where the artworks will be hung. By the third week of July 2016, 

the artworks were fully installed. With this we hope to enhance the concept of Library as Space by incorporating the element of art into a library 

atmosphere that is usually leans towards scholastic research and studies. 

Feel free to take a look at the artworks for an immersive experience! Some of the artworks can be seen below.



More information on the artwork collection can be found at our webpage link http://libris.nie.edu.sg/nie-art-collection.

In conclusion, inter-departmental collaborations are important for the seamless and efficient functioning of NIE or any other organisation. Through 

collaborations, departments can tap upon each other’s unique strengths for the betterment of the organisation.

~ warren



WOULD-BE WRITERS, WELCOME! - ACADEMIC PUBLISHING TALKS 2016
03 Oct 2016 Comments: 

It was a busy month for all in March 2016! A total of nine talks on various topics on publishing were conducted throughout this period in NTU and NIE.

The NIE Library collaborated with NTU Libraries and publishers in organising the academic publishing talks. This annual event aims to support 

academic staff, researchers and higher degree students in successfully navigating the changing world of scholarly communication and publishing, and 

help them to achieve their academic publishing goals.  

In the talk “So You Want to be a Writer?” held at NIE, Mr Chua Hong Koon, Publishing Director of World Scientific Publishing (Singapore) shared many 

useful tips on publishing for would-be writers, such as:

Finding the right publisher for the book;

Reading the author agreement carefully before you sign;

Completing the script in time; and

Working with the publisher to promote the book. 

Eager to find out more about publishing? Do check out next year’s instalment of the Academic Publishing Talks happening in March 2017!

~ stephanie



A FASCINATING WORLD OF IMAGINATION AT THE 2016 ASIAN FESTIVAL OF CHILDREN’S CONTENT
03 Oct 2016 Comments: 

As a fan of children’s and young adult (CYA) literature, I was excited to attend the 7th edition of the Asian Festival of Children’s Content (AFCC)

from 25-29 May 2016, organised by the National Book Development Council of Singapore. It was held at the National Library. The AFCC is a one-of-a-

kind festival that aims to promote and celebrate the creation, development, and appreciation of quality Asian content for children. This year, the 

country of focus was Japan.

Here are some highlights from the truly activity-packed conference:

Pop-Up Books Galore!

Hans Hartung showcasing various types of pop-up books and techniques

Interested in pop-up techniques? You could check out “The elements of pop-up: A pop-up book for aspiring paper engineers”, which was 

recommended by Hartung himself!

Puppets as tools, not toys

Puppeteer Brian Zimmerman demonstrating how to use a glove puppet and rod puppet to entertain, educate and counsel children 

Keen to explore the use of puppet theater in education? Borrow a book on the subject or loan a physical puppet from our Doll Collection.



Wordless books

Participants pondering in a sequencing activity, trying to sort out jumbled-up pictures based on “Zoom” by Istvan Banyai and forming 

a narrative.

Curious about wordless books? Check out the library’s collection.

Snippets from the AFCC Book Fair

The AFCC Book Fair showcased a Japan Pavilion which introduced various Japanese organisations and activities related to children’s culture and 

content such as origami, kamishibai, Bookstart Japan and picture book art museums including the Chihiro Art Museum.  Visitors could also 

browse through 200 children’s books representative of Japan. Unfortunately, a rudimentary knowledge of Japanese is required! Otherwise, one can 

just admire the illustrations.

The Japan Pavilion where visitors could browse and admire Japanese picture books including a picture book version of the famous 

Totto-Chan book (currently available in Japanese and Chinese language only).

Conclusion

It was an amazing experience to find oneself immersed in the delightful world of children’s literature. The flow of creativity and passion in writing, art, 

illustration, publishing and education was palpable to both speakers and participants alike! 

There were also many opportunities to connect with industry experts and establish and re-kindle friendships with fellow book lovers, including other 

librarians, illustrators, teachers and publishers. The AFCC is an annual event not to be missed!

~ stephanie



LIFE HACKS FROM THE LIBRARY (PART 6)
03 Oct 2016 Comments: 

This is the section where we offer tips and shortcuts aimed at improving your library experience:

Library Hack:  Access Your Favourite Resources Quickly!

You may be regularly searching for library materials via the library portal at http://www.libris.nie.edu.sg.

How about accessing the different collections, guides and resources at a click? Just use the Quick Links! Scroll down to the foot of the page:

You can start exploring straightaway! All the best with your research!

~ yvonne
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