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A Message From The Editor

READER’S CONTRIBUTION
If you know of anyone who has displayed attributes of 

“Learning Differently, Leading Change”, do send us their story to 

niegpl@nie.edu.sg.  We will be in touch with you very soon! However, 

the editorial team reserves the right to edit and publish the article.

It is time for our next issue of the GPL newsletter 

as we continue to keep you updated with our 

latest news.

With the rise of economies and the demands 

of globalisation, coupled with the increasing 

trend of job polarisation in many parts of 

the world including Singapore, education is 

the key to develop skilled professionals and 

creative thinkers for the workforce at large. To 

encourage skill-based learning and business competency 

enhancement in a lean workforce, lifelong learning is identified as 
the focal transformation in the reforming educational landscape. This 

transformation aims to encourage the working professionals, including 

educators to actively seek out relevant training courses to ensure their 

relevancy to the industries or sectors. In this way, individuals are given 

the freedom of a customisable and flexible acquisition of knowledge 
and skills, which can be accredited into a postgraduate’s degree or 

academic certifications.  

Over the years, NIE has remained relevant in providing lifelong 

learning opportunities to postgraduates and professionals from all 

industries. Aligning with this transformation, we are organising our 

inaugural NIE’s Postgraduate & Continuing Education (PG&CE) Fair 

2019 on 11 May 2019, at Suntec Singapore Convention & Exhibition 

Centre. 

Grab this opportunity to explore the wide spectrum of higher degrees 

and professional development programmes that we offer. Our newest 

development: members of the newly-formed Graduate Students’ Club 

have been invited to share their experience in NIE. from the newly-

formed ‘Graduate Students Club’ to share about their experience in 

NIE. So come on down to meet our professors and students and enjoy 

the exciting activities organised just for you. 

Hesitate no more! Kick start your lifelong learning journey with us now!

  

CHIEF EDITOR 

Assoc Prof Shirley Lim
Associate Dean

Research Grants Management

Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning (GPL)

Follow NIEGPL 

http://www.nie.edu.sg/gpl
http://www.facebook.com/niegpl
https://www.instagram.com/niegpl/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/niegpl1
http://www.nie.edu.sg/gplvideo


►	Application period for 
 Higher Degree Programmes 

January 2020 Intake

 1 Apr - 17 Jun 2019 

Doctor in Education  

 1 Apr - 17 Jun 2019 

Master of Arts (Leadership and 

Educational Change) - joint programme 

with Teachers College, Columbia University 

 2 May - 31 Jul 2019 

PhD and Masters by Research  

 10 May - 8 Jul 2019 

Masters by Coursework 

www.nie.edu.sg/jan2020 

►	Events/Conferences

 11 May 2019 

NIE Postgraduate & Continuing Education 

(PG&CE) Fair 2019

Venue: Suntec Singapore Convention & Exhibition 

Centre, Level 3 Summit 2

www.nie.edu.sg/pgce 

 7 Jun 2019 

Mathematics Teachers Conference 2019

Venue: Nanyang Technological University and 

National Institute of Education, Singapore

math.nie.edu.sg/ame/mtc2019

 7 Sep 2019 

HeadHunt Postgraduate Fair 2019

Venue: Raffles City Convention Centre 

 9 - 10 Sep 2019 

3rd Annual CATL Colloquium 2019

Venue: National Institute of Education, Singapore

www.nie.edu.sg/catl-colloquium-2019

 4 - 5 Nov 2019 

Re-thinking History: Singapore and Global History

Venue: National Museum of Singapore

www.nie.edu.sg/history-conference-2019

 6 - 7 Dec 2019 

20th English in Southeast Asia Conference

Venue: Raffles Town Club
https://eseanie20.wixsite.com/esea20
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In this entry of “Getting-to-know” series, we had Dr Norman Lim to share about how he conducts his 

research and the secret behind his students retaining the subject’s knowledge.

 ►	In which area of research do you specialise? How is your 
area of expertise related to your teaching at NIE?

I conduct research on the ecology and conservation of 

vertebrates, particularly understudied mammals, in 

Singapore and the Southeast Asian region.  Prime 

examples include the Sunda colugo (or flying lemur) and 

pangolin (or scaly anteater), both of which are found 

in Singapore’s forests.  In many ecology textbooks, 

examples are derived from studies conducted in 

temperate countries that possess very different 

climates and biodiversities.  One of the drawbacks 

of this is that students may find it harder to appreciate 

the relevance of such research data for our context.  

Therefore, I incorporate the findings of my local research 

in my teaching so that students can better appreciate the 

real-world relevance of ecological theory and research, and better 

retain the knowledge presented.  

►	How did your interest in the research area(s) come about?
My interest in the conservation of vertebrates developed during my undergraduate days, when I was 

cognisant of the threats to terrestrial habitats and their wildlife in our geographical region.  Additionally, 

there is a huge knowledge gap on the habitat requirements of many vertebrate species, and without 
which, evidence-based conservation policies cannot be formulated and implemented.  Therefore, I 

resolve to address this knowledge gap by focusing on the conservation and ecology of vertebrates.  

►	Could you share with us some interesting facets of your research area?
As a field ecologist, I get to spend many hours in the forests, particularly during the night because 

many vertebrates are nocturnal (i.e., active at night).  So I see myself as someone with an exciting 

nightlife, albeit in an unconventional sense of the phrase.  Over the past 15 years of field research, 

I am very privileged to have visited many national parks and seen unique wildlife; but in the course 
of conducting research, I also have to overcome challenges/inconveniences like harsh terrain and 

blood-sucking leeches.  

UNCOMMON NIGHTLIFE  
with Dr Norman Lim, a field ecologist and currently a lecturer with the 
Natural Sciences & Science Education (NSSE) Academic Group.
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►	What have you learnt from your students?
I have learnt to embrace the diversity in my students and be flexible in the ways in which I interact 

with them.  Having students from different walks of life also meant that I benefit intellectually from 

such interactions because of their alternative viewpoints and the need to re-examine assumptions.  

►	What advice would you 
give to those who would 
like to pursue a higher 
degree programme?
For those pursuing research 

studies, the candidate has to 

find a line of research that is 

Interesting, Important, and 

Realistic.  Interesting because 

the candidate will be working on 

it for a number of years and has 

to be able to find joy in it; Important because there is limited funding and resources available for 
research and thus the research has to be able to impact the society; and Realistic in the sense that 
the research must be possible with the current available technology and within the candidature 

duration.

►	What does NIE offer to higher degree students that is unique?
NIE is a close-knit community; higher degree students have numerous opportunities to interact 
with fellow students and faculty members from other disciplines on a regular basis.  This strongly 

promotes an innovative and interdisciplinary approach towards addressing today’s complex issues 

in society.  

For more information on postgraduate programmes offered by 

the Natural Sciences & Science Education (NSSE) Academic 

Group at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/nsse.

“I incorporate the findings of my 

local research in my teaching so that 

students can better appreciate the real-

world relevance of ecological theory 

and research, and better retain the 

knowledge presented.”
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Showing resilience in the face of challenges and adversities, Ms Nursidah talked about what influenced 
her decision to pursue a higher degree and her gratitude towards her academic supervisor.

►	Please share with us your professional life’s journey thus far and at which point in 
your career did you aspire to do a higher degree programme?
I started my professional career in special education as a teacher. I taught 

children with autism and started the arts movement in the school by founding 

the visual arts committee. After seven years of gaining experience and 

teaching practice in the classroom, I felt that I would like to challenge myself 

by pursuing a higher degree. Embarking on the Master of Education (Special 

Education) programme was a good platform to broaden my perspective and 

understanding of the special education sector.

►	What attracted you to your chosen programme at NIE?
Ten years ago, I attended the Diploma in Special Education in NIE. I learnt a 

lot from the programme and enjoyed the learning experience. I remember the 

Early Childhood and Special Needs Education (ECSE) Academic Group’s 

faculty members were wonderfully engaging and very knowledgeable in their 

field. I came out of  the programme as a more confident and equipped person 
as I strengthened and elevated my professional capacity as a teacher and 

classroom leader. This experience helped me decide to pursue the Master of 

Education (Special Education) programme with NIE because I know NIE can 

provide the quality education that I need.  

PASSION FOR 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 
with Ms Nursidah binte Malik, currently working as a freelance Special Education 
teacher and a Master of Education (Special Education) graduate.

Ms Nursidah Malik with her family at the graduation ceremony.G
et

tin
g-

to
-K

no
w-

S
er

ies

04 HIGHER DEGREES



►	 How would you describe your interactions with NIE 
faculty members?
I had a great time interacting with NIE faculty members. They were very 

helpful, knowledgeable and approachable. It was easy to reach them by 

email and they were quick to respond to my questions. Most of all, I like 
the fact that the lecturers did not simply spoon-feed me with the answers, 

but they guided me to research for relevant information and stimulated my 

thinking and analytical skills. 

►	Could you share with us some interesting facets of your programme? 
Being able to do an elective from another programme was very insightful. I did an elective from 

the Master of Education (Art) programme and it was a very fun experience. The elective gave 

me opportunities to interact and learn from dedicated educational professionals outside of special 

education and enriched my appreciation for multiple perspectives and approaches.  

The process of completing a dissertation made my learning journey in NIE very meaningful, though 

it was one of the toughest challenges I had ever attempted. It was made even harder by the fact 

that my mother was diagnosed with end-stage cancer a few months after I had begun. Nonetheless, 

doing the dissertation allowed me to utilise the theories and everything that I learnt from the other 

courses. It gave me a wholesome learning experience. It was like a sneak peek into what it takes to 

be in the educational research field. I was also lucky to have Dr Ailsa Goh as my supervisor because 

she guided and taught me well with such kind understanding, especially given my difficult situation. I 

would not have been able to complete my work without her professional guidance and support. At the 

end of it all, I am richer from the experience and completing it made it even more meaningful as I am 

able to dedicate my work to my mother who is a large influence in my personal and professional life. 

►	Would you recommend the programme at NIE to someone else? What would you 
say about it?
If your aim is to gain insight into research and development in special education, then I would highly 

recommend it. The programme provides its students with a good understanding of many aspects 

of special education in Singapore such as the challenges faced by students, staff and families. It 

helps you develop critical inquiry and deepen your understanding beyond the classroom and even 
on a global scale.

For more information about Master of Education (Special Education) 

at NIE, please visit  www.nie.edu.sg/med_se.

“The programme provides its students with a good understanding 

of many aspects of special education in Singapore such as the 

challenges faced by students, staff and families.”

05HIGHER DEGREES
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Having previously worked in multicultural countries, Krit is able to identify gaps in the music 

education discipline.  Read about the challenges he faced during the course of the programme 

and juggling family and working life with his studies.

►	At which point did you decide to do a higher degree programme?
While I was working as a piano teacher in Europe and Thailand for several years, I could see a 

significant gap in the educational areas. The more I teach, the more I know the areas that can be 

improved. Hence, I decided to learn something new and helpful so that I can enhance my teaching 

skills, hoping that the more I learn, the more I can contribute in bridging that educational gap.

►	What have been some of the challenges you faced when trying to complete the 
programme?
So far, I would say the language. I come from a non-English speaking country and sometimes it 

takes a lot of energy and effort to catch up with the speed of the speech during class discussions. 

Another challenge is that before doing this programme, I had a clear vision of the research topic 

I wanted to do. But after joining the programme and having several inspiring and eye-opening 

sessions in different courses, I am more open to other research topics, and this could be a challenge 

because I ended up not knowing which research area on which to focus.  

►	How do you juggle family and working life with your studies?
I do fly very often to my home country which is very near. It takes just two hours from Singapore 

to Bangkok, Thailand. Thus, I am able to meet my family regularly and do some researches and 

teaching each time I am back. This helps me to integrate and apply the knowledge I learn from NIE 

into practice with my students. 
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THE MUSIC IN HIM
with Krit Niramittham, a pianist, piano teacher and 
currently a Doctor in Education (EdD) student.
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►	Why did you choose to study in Singapore?
I had spent six years in Switzerland which is a multicultural country, and I enjoyed and learnt a lot 

from that multicultural environment. I found that similarity in Singapore and it is always exciting 

and a great joy to visit and spend time in neighbouring countries. Moreover, Singapore is a leading 

country in many areas and has a good reputation in education among Asian countries.

►	Why did you choose the particular programme in NIE?
The standard of education in Singapore is very high. I was tempted to learn in such a country which 

provides quality education and produces quality educators. As a pianist and piano teacher, I was 
looking for a place where I could integrate both aspects together and become a better educator to 

contribute to music education and education in general. Then I discovered that NIE offers a Doctor 

in Education (EdD) programme with a specialisation in Visual and Performing Arts, focusing on 

Music. Therefore, I was convinced this is the programme that will aid me in fulfilling my aspiration. 

►	How do you find studying in NIE?
Studying in NIE has been very inspiring. Besides having advanced teaching facilities and organised 

systems, the learning materials are also up-to-date.  The use of technologies facilitates my study. 

The issues for discussion are always very up-to-date and relevant to the current situation in the 

world. Local friends are very accommodating and motivating. I really enjoy studying in NIE.

The faculty members are very friendly (there was one lecturer who even offered to grab some 

dinner for the students since we have evening classes), helpful, funny and most importantly, they 

are experts in their area of specialisations. The ways in which they communicate, share knowledge 

and lead classroom discussions were excellent, effective and exciting.

For more information about Doctor in Education (EdD) at NIE, 

please visit www.nie.edu.sg/edd.

The standard of education in 

Singapore is very high. I was tempted 

to learn in such a country which 

provides quality education and 

produces quality educators.
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Assoc Prof Hairon Salleh, 

Assistant Dean of Higher 

Degrees by Coursework, GPL, has 

always found satisfaction from students’ 

insight and interpretation, which provide new 

perspectives in certain phenomena which may be 

overlooked by established academics. 

On 6 March 2019, he presented at the brown bag @ one-north lunch 

series, on ‘The Value of Postgraduate Degrees’. He provided insights of micro-

credentials as valuable options in acquisition of knowledge and skills as well as 
maintaining employability in the competitive market.  Read on to find out more. 

►	Will the rise of micro-credential certifications from the SkillsFuture initiative 
eclipse the value of postgraduate degrees?
In his Committee of Supply speech in March 2018, the then Minister of Education (Higher Education 

and Skills) Mr Ong Ye Kung, announced the rolling out of micro-credentials by autonomous 

universities. Since then, our autonomous universities have begun the work, or re-work, in expanding 

the gamut of micro-credential courses for adult learners. These micro-credential courses can lead 

to smaller certifications. This is indeed a positive move, and in my view, will not diminish the demand 

for postgraduate degrees, but rather, increase it.

►	Expanding the pathways towards postgraduate degrees
The availability of micro-credential courses and the pathways to smaller qualifications, which in turn could 
be stacked to lead to relevant degrees, provide another means of acquiring postgraduate certifications 
especially for those who aspire for postgraduate studies and certifications but could not do so prior to this 

provision. The funds for these micro-credential courses within the SkillsFuture Singapore (SSG) framework 

provide additional interest and impetus for adult learners to eventually pursue postgraduate degrees.

THE AVIDITY FOR 
KNOWLEDGE AND 
SKILLS 
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►	The focus on ‘Skills’—in postgraduate programmes
At the national level, the SkillsFuture initiative is to build deep skills for a 

lean workforce, enhance business competiveness, and support employment 

and employability. Being a small island nation state which predominantly relies on 

human resource for its survival, it is not surprising that the state is pushing for state-

wide reforms to support lifelong learning. Skills—at its various levels—need to be constantly 

developed in order to remain competitive in the global market place. In this regard, postgraduate 

studies seek to sharpen adult learners’ critical and creative thinking through active engagement 

in rich and diverse research learning experiences that expand their expert knowledge and 

skills of their respective professional fields. 

Postgraduate studies satisfy not only the 

thirst for knowledge, but also the hunger for 

skills. Furthermore, for a country that needs to 

maintain its first world status, there needs to be 

a steady pool of people with high-level skills in 

research to think of innovative ideas, test ideas 

in practical situations, and protocol solutions.

►	Growth of theory-practice nexus
Over the last decade or so, there has been increasing attention given to the idea of ‘professional’ 

degrees in contrast to ‘academic’ degrees. The essential question is whether a master’s or doctor’s 
degree stops short only at building theory, or goes on to impact professional practice. From personal 

observations, curriculum designers of postgraduate programmes are becoming aware of the need 

and importance of linking theory with professional practice. This is primarily motivated by greater 

sensitivity to the needs of adult learners. Being mature students, adult learners are increasingly 

selective in their choice of postgraduate studies to enhance their work performance and career 

prospects. Some curriculum designers have taken a step further to design their postgraduate 

programmes as ‘professional’ degrees.

►	The spirit of lifelong learning
The underpinning principle of the SkillsFuture initiative is lifelong learning. The nation support for 

this initiative and the attendant support given to it will have knock-on effects on adult learners as 

a whole. A postgraduate study is one option out of several that will sustain the individual’s hunger

for continual learning for life, which is an integral part of the human spirit.

For more information about your lifelong learning options at NIE, 

please visit  https://place.nie.edu.sg.

“Curiosity is indeed a hallmark 

of an astute researcher.”

- Assoc Prof Hairon Salleh
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For more information about Master of Arts (Educational Management) 

at NIE, please visit  www.nie.edu.sg/maem.

HEADHUNT POSTGRADUATE 

MASTERCLASS FAIR 2019

On 26 January 2019, GPL participated in the HeadHunt Postgraduate Masterclass Fair 2019, to 

promote NIE’s higher degree programmes. 

The fair aimed to help working professionals gain an insight into how postgraduate education 

can be beneficial towards their career progression and personal development. A total of 24 
educational institutions were present to showcase their programmes and courses. 

During the one-hour masterclass session, Dr Zhang Yenming 

(Senior Lecturer, Policy and Leadership Studies (PLS) Academic 

Group), presented a sneak preview on the topic ‘Servant 

Leadership in Developing People’, which is a course in 

the Master of Arts in Educational Management (MAEM) 

programme. In his presentation, he provided the audience 

with a broader understanding and an insight of the essence of 

servant leadership in developing people within an organisation. 

He also provided a brief summary on what prospective students 

can expect of the MAEM programme. Overall, it was a lively and 

fruitful day for NIE to engage the visitors on the spectrum of higher 

degree programmes NIE offers.
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BEYOND EXAMS: 
TRANSFORMING SCHOOLS IN 
THE CHANGING EDUCATIONAL 
LANDSCAPE IN SINGAPORE
—NIE-Teachers College Symposium

The inaugural NIE, NTU and Teachers College (TC), 

Columbia University symposium, organised by GPL 

was held on 11 January 2019. The theme of the 

symposium was “Beyond exams: Transforming schools 

in the changing educational landscape in Singapore”. 

The event sought to highlight the challenges faced by 

school leaders, teachers, students and parents in a changing 

and uncertain future that require new ways of thinking, doing and 
being. The talks drew on research and practices in school change 

and leadership from Singapore, the United States and elsewhere 

to raise questions about teaching, learning and assessment; and 
to challenge assumptions about innovations in education. Issues 

discussed included change leadership for Singapore schools, 

school leadership in the age of Programme for International Student 

Assessment (PISA), the joy of learning, and empowering 

students with network literacies.

Another highlight from the symposium was the 

addresses made by Assoc Prof Ng Pak Tee (pictured 

in 1), Asst Prof Suzanne Choo (pictured in 2) and 

Prof Emeritus Frances Schoonmaker (pictured in 3). 

Prof Debra Noumair’s (pictured in 4) whose materials 
were also distributed at the event despite not being able 

to attend due to unforeseen circumstances. A total of 192 

participants registered for the event, of which 48% were from 
the Ministry of Education, private schools and polytechnics and 52% 
are NIE’s staff and graduate students. 
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NIE HIGHER DEGREES 

DISTINGUISHED SPEAKER 

SERIES 2019  

The annual NIE Higher Degrees Distinguished Speaker Series 2019 organised by GPL featured 

Prof A. Lin Goodwin (Dean, Faculty of Education, University of Hong Kong), who gave the 

NIE Higher Degrees Distinguished Lecture entitled, “Becoming a researcher and a scholar: 

Theoretical, practical and philosophical lessons for surviving… and thriving!”. She discussed 

common dilemmas, conflicts and challenges facing anyone who aspires to be a researcher or 
scholar. Her perspectives critical to emerging (and established) scholars were shared, as framed 

by her own theorising and research on “Dimensions of Knowledge for Teaching”, and illuminated 

by extant international literature. These perspectives raised questions that scholars must 
continuously ask and seek as they engage in research to find answers and collapse data. She 
also offered practical strategies for finding sanity, progress and meaning in the research journey. 
Closing the speech, Prof Goodwin went on to share on the attainment of a happy academic life. 

The NIE Higher Degrees Distinguished Lecture was held in conjunction with the Higher Degrees 

orientation programme for January 2019 intake on 11 January 2019. As part of the orientation, 

Prof Goodwin gave a seminar entitled “Doing research that matters, to both the researcher and 

the researched” to NIE’s EdD and PhD students.  During her visit, Prof Goodwin also conducted 

a workshop organised by the Graduate Research and Academic Development (GRAD) Centre on 

“Publishing in refereed journals” and held a Meet-the-Professor session with NIE’s graduate students. 

From left: : Assoc Prof Hairon Salleh, Prof A. Lin Goodwin, Prof John Wang and Assoc Prof Mary Anne Heng

For more information about our Distinguished Speaker Series publication, 

please visit  www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/hd-distinguished-speaker-series.
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MEETING PROFESSORS FROM AROUND THE WORLD-  

“RIGHT HERE AT NIE”
In September 2018, the Graduate Research and Academic Development (GRAD) Centre introduced 

a new tradition, the Meet-the-Professor session series, with the aim of bringing to the same table 

(literally) students of the different academic groups within NIE and renowned professors from 

various parts of the world. 

These sessions take the form of round-table 

discussions and adopt an open-dialogue style. It also 

allows for more lively interaction than is possible with 

conventional question and answer (Q&A) sessions. 
Participants not only get to hear about the professors’ 

academic insights, but also witness up close their 

humility and pleasant personality.  

Ever since the inauguration, five Meet-the-Professor sessions have been held, where higher degree 
students had intellectual conversations with seven professors from a number of universities in various 

countries. These professors include: 

• Prof Michael Schratz from University of 

Innsbruck in Austria

• Prof Pam Grossman from University of 

Pennsylvania in the US

• Assoc Prof Adam Lefstein from the 

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev in Israel

• Assoc Prof Joshua Glazer from George 

Washington University in the US

• Assoc Prof Donald Peurach from University of Michigan in the US

• Prof Wendy Bokhorst-Heng from Crandall University in Canada

• Prof A. Lin Goodwin from the University of Hong Kong

These sessions have been most welcome among the higher degree students of NIE and received 

highly favorable feedback. Angelia Wong, a third-year PhD student, found these sessions valuable 

as they offered students opportunities to “ask pressing questions on academic publishing or their 
existing projects.” Wu Jing, another PhD student, liked the format of these sessions, which allowed 

“sustained dialogue to take place and for ideas to emerge and explore.” Joyce Chu, a Master of Arts 

student, said that she was grateful for the chance “to meet professors of various fields from all over the 
world right here at NIE” through these “enlightening, enriching, and at times even thought-provoking” 

sessions. The three of them, as well as many other attendees, expressed their wishes to join more of 

such sessions in the future. 

For more information about activities run by the GRAD Centre, 

please visit niehd.nie.edu.sg/grad-centre.

Meeting Prof Michael Schratz

Meeting Prof_Pam Grossman
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We chatted with some of our international students on why they chose to study in our sunny 

island, Singapore and why in particular, at NIE: 

Home Away From Home

I came to Singapore to participate in the Fulbright Distinguished Awards in Teaching programme 

sponsored by the U.S. Department of State. I am completing an inquiry project focused on building 
resilience in students through mathematical problem-solving. I chose Singapore as my country to 

complete the Fulbright programme because of the excellent math education 

system.  I chose NIE because it is a world-class education school, and I 

knew I would greatly benefit from the community’s expertise.

~ Emily Deprez Isbell, a recipient of the Fullbright Distinguished 
Awards in Teaching Programme, a non-graduating student from USA. 

Singapore is my first choice mainly because it is still in Asia and just three hours away 
from my home country. It is also known as the “melting pot” of diversity and an “open-city”, 

which made me feel that I can easily adjust, meet new friends, discover and learn in this 

interesting and relatively small, developed country. NTU-NIE is the first university that pops 
out when I researched about top universities for educators in Asia. The world is becoming 

competitive and I wanted to invest in upgrading my capacity as an educator and an early 

childhood advocate. I believe that doing my graduate studies in NIE will help me utilise my 

resources and knowledge as this international experience will be immensely beneficial, 
eye-opening, mind-bending and overall life-changing.

~ NEM (short for Rubia Nemia Beatriz Chua), Master of Education 
(Curriculum and Teaching) student from Philippines 

NIE has been ranked as one of the top 20 education 
institutions in the world and top 3 in Asia by 

Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) ranking in year 2019

Singapore is a linguistically diverse country and is well-known for its success in language 

education. NIE is the premier institute in Singapore for teacher education and education research. 

To me, what makes Singapore unique is its diversity. People of different races respect each other 
and live together in harmony. It has been an exciting experience studying here as it allows me to 

see new things, learn new cultures, and meet new friends with different perspectives. The diversity of 

Singapore provides me with the unique opportunity to foster open-mindedness and respect for different 
perspectives, which are crucial qualities for a good teacher and researcher. 

~ Zhang Weiyu, PhD student from China
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GRADUATE STUDENT CONFERENCE 2018 

A CONFLUENCE OF IDEAS

The seventh run of the Graduate Student Conference took place on 19 and 20 October 2018. The 

pre-conference workshop day was on 19 October, and 20 October was the main event. Notable 

events that took place during the two-day conference include the keynote lecture, oral, poster, and 

3MT presentations.

As in previous years, the event attracted international attendees from around the region, in addition 

to our local higher degree students, both from within and outside NIE. Close to 300 participants 

attended the event to mingle with their peers, as well as to share and gain new insights from each 

other’s presentations.

The pre-conference workshops mostly focused on enhancing attendees’ abilities as higher degree 

students to conceptualise, execute and write their theses/dissertations. Other workshops helped 

attendees think more critically about the use of technology in the modern world.

The keynote speaker for this event was Dr Gog Soon Joo, who is also 

our Doctor in Education alumna. Dr Gog is currently Chief Futurist and 

Chief Research Officer at SkillsFuture Singapore (SSG), and leads 
international research and development projects in the area of Future 

of Work and Future of Learning. Her keynote was entitled “Future of 

Work – How can we prepare for it?”  Although technology has brought 

about many disruptions, it has also brought about opportunities 

Assoc Prof Cheung Yin Ling, Associate Dean, Outreach and Engagement (second from the left, front row), 
Assoc Prof Ang Keng Cheng, Associate Dean, Higher Degrees (third from the left, front row), 

with GSC 2018 committee members and other administrative staff from GPL.
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For easy access to information and community features that support 
knowledge sharing for graduate students and faculty, please visit 
https://niehd.nie.edu.sg/happenings.html.

for the creation of new businesses and jobs. 

Dr Gog illustrated her point with the healthcare 

industry, particularly, how it is moving from sick 

care to prevention and maintaining wellness. The 

challenge is not to prepare people for jobs, but to 

help them find their passion for solving humanity’s 
grand problems. 

Besides the eye-opening and 

thought-provoking keynote 

speech, students were also 

treated to various presentations 

from their fellow higher degree 

students which served to 

broaden their horizons and 

challenge their way of thinking.

Perhaps the most exciting of all 

was the 3MT competition, where 

participants have to present 

their thesis in a concise yet engaging manner in the tight 

timeframe of 3 minutes. The creativity and enthusiasm 

of the presenters as they strove to meet the stringent 

requirements of the competition was something not to 
be missed!

All in all, it was a well-spent two days for all those who 

attended the event.
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Wanting to further expand the healthy and meaningful 

graduate student learning environment for all graduate 

students within NIE, a group of passionate graduate 

students initiated a proposal of NIE Graduate Student 

Club (GSC) and drafted its constitution in late 2018, with 

the support of GPL. With the approval of NTU Student Affairs Office, the club was officially 
formalised in February, 2019. 

The club organises an array of recreational and academic activities. To illustrate, graduate 

students can look forward to movie screenings, sporting activities, health seminars and 

methodology workshops. These events could be solely organised by NIEGSC or jointly 

organised with other schools from NTU. Graduate students would be given opportunities to 

socialise, acquire knowledge via enjoyable, meaningful and interactive activities. Each activity 
is created with the graduate student in mind. After all, the club’s mission is ‘to foster a cohesive, 

conducive, and vibrant environment by championing students’ rights and organising meaningful 

as well as engaging activities targeted at graduate students’.

Additionally, the club will be participating in the upcoming NIE Postgraduate & Continuing 

Education Fair on 11 May 2019. If you are a prospective student who would like to find out 
more about our student experience, please pop by and ask us! Or if you are a graduate/current 

student, speak to us too! We will have some activities lined up at our booth on that day. Hope 

to see you there!   

NIE Graduate Student Club 
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REFLECTIONS
LEADERSHIP PROGRAMMES

 Management and Leadership in Schools (MLS) Programme 

The habit of reflection lies at the heart of the learning in Management 
and Leadership in Schools (MLS). Reflection allows people to stay 

grounded no matter where they are. I am glad I took time 
to think, write and share my reflections; as this enabled me 
to crystallise my learning. In addition, the opportunity to visit 
Beijing with my team opened my eyes and heart to the many 
possibilities in this world. We were also certainly inspired by 
the rich sharing from our lecturers and peers, and as a result,  
the “teachers’ heartbeat” was rekindled. While we came to 
MLS looking for answers, we realised the answers were all 
along within us. 

Mr Goh Thye Heng
Recipient of Dr Ruth Wong Medal

HOD/Mathematics, Bukit Batok Secondary School

The Curriculum Project experience  
provided us with many learning 

opportunities, and led us to discover ways we can 
deepen and sharpen our practice in our schools. 

Reflecting on our journey, we are heartened 
to have learnt the importance of truly taking 
the time to listen to the voices on the ground, 
as it was through a series of interviews with 
key personnel, teachers and students that we 
examined our mental models and assumptions 
about the issue at hand, which in turn helped us 
to chart a clearer direction for our project. 

Working on the Curriculum Project, we also found ourselves returning to conversations on leadership 
frequently; we saw how working towards a learning organisation can help leaders create a culture 
where people enlarge their capacity to bring about desired results, develop new ways of thinking, have 
a set of shared aspirations and continually learn how to learn together. 

Indeed, the Curriculum Project was an integral part of our Management and Leadership in Schools 
programme which – as our project is entitled – helped us to Grow Our Growth Mindset as teacher leaders.

Mr Boh Chuan Xiang; Year Head, Unity Secondary School; Mdm Tan Phuay-Boon (Group Leader), 
Year Head, Serangoon Secondary School; Ms Kay Khine Win, Assistant Year Head, Jurongville 
Secondary School; Mr Koh Yong Cheng, Assistant Year Head, Yishun Secondary School

For more information about Management and Leadership in Schools 

(MLS) programme at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/mls.
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For more information about Leaders in Education (LEP) programme 

at NIE, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/lep.

If anyone were to ask me, “How has the LEP been 

for you, Delia?” I would tell this person that this was a 

loaded question that could take hours to unpack. Akin 
to an ever-evolving chameleon, the LEP has meant 

different things to me at different points. It was never 

static, always uncomfortable, yet deeply personal and 

rewarding. It was my own race—to be a better person 

and a more enlightened educator, not by striving 

or by effort alone, but by recognising who I am and 

staying true to my self. Like a torch that searches 

deep down into the core of my beliefs and values, the 

LEP challenged me for honest answers as much as it 

nurtured my personal convictions. Like a racecourse set with rigorously successive hurdles, 

it expected nothing less than stamina of body and mind, agility of intellect and behaviour, 

as well as relational authenticity and finesse. To approach the LEP as how a task-focused 
manager would a daily to-do list would be an honestly misguided work ethic. I could tick off 

the entire checklist dutifully, expeditiously, 

but take away little at the end of the 

experience. Yet to choose not do anything 

at all until the very last minute would be a 

missed opportunity to drill deep and embark 

on a worthwhile inward journey; hence, a 
potential let-down to myself. 

Akin to an ever-evolving 
chameleon, the LEP has meant 
different things to me at different 
points. It was never static, always 
uncomfortable, yet deeply personal 
and rewarding. 

 Leaders in Education programme (LEP) 

with Mdm Delia Hoo, currently the Principal at Anderson Primary School and 
Valedictorian of the Leaders in Education programme (LEP) 2018 and recipient of 
the Lee Kuan Yew Award. 
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Set up in 2018, the Network for Leaders in Professional Development (NLPD) is a volunteer 

network of educators committed to using inquiry-based approaches to better understand issues 
around teaching and learning in their own contexts. The NLPD specifically seeks to develop the 
capacity of interested teachers and teacher leaders to lead teacher professional inquiry in their 
schools through structured professional development sessions over one year, as well as provide 

opportunities for professional networking. These sessions will be organised around the key stages 

of an inquiry process, from identifying the issue of an inquiry to planning and carrying out the 
inquiry; implementing changes and sharing the findings.

The 2019 NLPD is a collaboration between Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning 
(GPL) and Office of Education Research (OER). NLPD participants will be mentored by OER 
faculty with expertise in their chosen areas of inquiry. In addition, the NLPD promises to be a 
potentially powerful platform to share research done by OER faculty situated within the Singapore 

context. Upon completion of the course and the inquiry project, the participants will be accredited 
as an NLPD Fellow for a period of two years, after which they will be invited to participate and/or 

collaborate in NIE events and research activities.

The first NLPD session, on the 14th of February 2019 at Academy of Singapore Teachers (AST), 

drew 76 participants from schools across Singapore. Dr Trivina Kang opened the session with 

an opening address followed by Assoc Prof Mark Baildon who shared on aspects of the inquiry 
process. During this session, seven participants were accredited as inaugural NLPD Fellows.

NETWORK FOR LEADERS IN 

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 2019

Dr Thana Thaver, Assistant Dean, Professional and Leadership Development (PLD) (second from the left); 
Dr Trivina Kang, Associate Dean, PLD (third from the left); Assoc Prof Mark Baildon, Associate Dean, 

Partnerships and Analytics (fourth from the left); Ms Monica Ong, Teaching Fellow and 
Ms Lucy Fernandez, Assistant Dean, PLD (first from the right); with other administrative staff from GPL and OER.

For more information about professional development at NIE, 

please visit www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd.

22 PROFESSIONAL & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

http://www.nie.edu.sg/gpl/pd


23PROFESSIONAL & LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT

https://place.nie.edu.sg/


List of Professional Development courses in May to October 2019

Course 

Code
Course Title

Course 

Start Date

Course 

End Date

Art

IVP1011 Embedded Formative Assessment in Art 22 July 2019 23 July 2019

Curriculum, Teaching & Learning

ICT0509 Data-Driven Conversations in Professional Learning Teams (2 runs) 21 Aug 19 27 Aug 19

ICT03xx Series of Assessment Courses 2 Jul 19 30 Aug 19

ICT0417 Design Thinking: Tools and Methods 4 Jul 19 5 Jul 19

ICT0514 Analyses of Qualitative Research Data 10 Jul 19 12 Jul 19

ICT0202 Differentiated Instruction for Diverse Learners 15 Jul 19 16 Jul 19

ICT0413 Engaging Pedagogies 1 Aug 19 29 Aug 19

Design & Technology

Refresher on Machining Skills Courses 2 Jul 19 29 Aug 19

Early Childhood & Special Needs Education

IEC4033 Learning Environments for Young Children 4 Jul 2019 24 Oct 2019

IEC40xx Certificate in Special Needs Support Courses 22 May 19 22 Aug 19

English Language & Literature 

IEL2098
NIE Teaching Poetry Series: Designing a Global issues-based Poetry 

curriculum
16 Aug 2019 16 Aug 2019

IEL2091 Managing the School Library: The Practical Aspects 16 Aug 2019 16 Aug 2019

IEL2093 Redesigning School Library Learning Spaces 25 Oct 2019 25 Oct 2019

Humanities

IHS2258
NIE Workshop on Curriculum-making for Geography Middle Managers 

and Teacher Leaders
27 May 19 27 May 19

IHS2245 Historian's Lab 31 Jul 19 25 Sep 19

IHS2252 Seminar on Rise of Authoritarian Regimes 2 Aug 2019 2 Aug 2019

IHS2267 Social Studies Issues-based Seminar 3 Sep 2019 3 Sep 2019

Mathematics

IME2034 Statistics and Probability in Secondary Elementary Mathematics 24 Jun 19 26 Jun 19

IME1046 Geometry: Developing Spatial Visualisation (Upper Primary) 25 Jun 19 26 Jun 19

IME2055 Metacognition in the Mathematics Classroom 25 Jun 19 26 Jun 19

IME1047 Fractions: Promoting Connections and Deep Learning 26 Jun 19 27 Jun 19

IME2099 Teaching Towards Big Ideas for Secondary Mathematics Teachers 27 Jun 19 27 Jun 19
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Course 

Code
Course Title

Course 

Start Date

Course 

End Date

Physical Education

IPE0028 Psychological Preparation for Athletes in Sports 21 May 19 22 May 19

Science

INS2160
Biology Field Studies (I): Basics on Organising and Conducting 

Field Trips
28 May 19 28 May 19

INS2042 Teaching and Learning of H3 Physics 30 May 19 31 May 19

INS2170 Edible Garden based STEM Education for Schools (2 runs) 31 May 19 14 Jun 19

INS1020 Detecting and Overcoming Misconceptions in Primary Science 3 Jun 19 3 Jun 19

INS1019 Use of Demonstrations for Teaching Primary Science 4 Jun 19 4 Jun 19

INS1015 An Integrated Thematic Approach to Teaching Primary Science 10 Jul 19 11 Jul 19

INS2164 Sustainable Food Consumption (3 runs) 20 Aug 19 22 Aug 19

INS2154 Sensory Evaluation 28 Aug 19 28 Aug 19

Social Emotional Learning

IPS0008 Empowering Student Social and Emotional Competencies 15 Jul 19 16 Jul 19

IPS0003 Thriving Teachers, Thriving Students: Social-Emotional Components 24 Jul 19 25 Jul 19

IPS0012 Transformative Adult Experiences for Deep and Meaningful Learning 18 Jul 19 18 Jul 19

For more information on how to apply and to view other courses that are 

available, please visit https://place.nie.edu.sg.

www.nie.edu.sg/pd-hd-pathway  
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