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Textile Waste: Why Does it Matter? 

According to the National Environment Agency, textile waste, such as an old t-shirt or dress that 
we no longer wear, can fill approximately 67 Olympic-sized swimming pools in Singapore last 
year! This is equivalent to 168, 800 tonnes of textile waste, with only 4% that can be recycled.  

Fast fashion is second only to oil as the world’s largest polluter, and workers in the textile industry 
are often subjected to unsafe working conditions with minimal pay. 

What can we do? Donation alone will not solve the textile waste problem. First, donation centres 
often cannot handle the sheer amount of donated clothes. Second, not all donated clothes are 
wearable. Donating clothes is a good first step, but it does not solve the problem. Slow fashion 
does. We can all reduce textile waste by buying less, repurposing old clothes, and buying 
higher quality clothes that will last longer. 
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If we do not change our fast fashion habits now, the Semakau landfill, projected to run out of 
space in 2035, will not be able to accommodate textile waste in the future.  

Green Scene 

GESL Group Project on Textile Waste 

Passionate about the textile waste problem, a group of NIE students, named “Viva Slow Fashion”, 
has recently started a Group Endeavours in Service Learning (GESL) project on sustainable 
fashion. They advocate for slow fashion, and have started an Instagram page featuring NIE 
students in second-hand clothes or shoes. Check out some of their stories here! 

https://www.nea.gov.sg/our-services/waste-management/waste-statistics-and-overall-recycling
https://www.instagram.com/vivaslowfashion/


 
 

 



 

Sustainability in the News 

● Bjorn Low: ‘Every Singaporean can help Singapore become more food resilient’ (Channel 
NewsAsia, 16 Aug 2020) 

● 'Canary in the coal mine': Greenland ice has shrunk beyond return, study finds (TODAY, 15 Aug 
2020) 

● Plans for new association, centre to boost plastics recycling in S'pore (The Straits Times, 13 Aug 
2020) 

● Commentary: This new Ministry of Sustainability and Environment looks pretty promising (Channel 
NewsAsia, 29 Jul 2020) 

● How Singapore can tap carbon capture technology to fight climate change post-Covid-19 (TODAY, 
21 Jul 2020) 

 

Survey: Share Your Ideas on Sustainability 

Help Green Clan plan sustainability activities relevant to the NIE community! 
Take our 2-minute survey now.  

 

About Green Clan  
Green Clan was formed in 2017. We are an informal group of research, faculty and admin 
staff interested in sustainability matters and supporting evidence-informed initiatives for 
sustainability. Follow us on Facebook | Join the team 

 

https://cnaluxury.channelnewsasia.com/people/bjorn-low-urban-farmer-food-security-singapore-13020574
https://www.todayonline.com/world/canary-coal-mine-greenland-ice-has-shrunk-beyond-return-study-finds
https://www.straitstimes.com/singapore/environment/plans-for-new-association-centre-to-boost-plastics-recycling-in-spore
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/ministry-sustainability-environment-singapore-grace-fu-climate-12969314?cid=h3_referral_inarticlelinks_24082018_cna
https://www.todayonline.com/commentary/how-singapore-can-use-carbon-capture-technology-tackle-climate-change-post-pandemic-world
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfn2oh_pMBXY1cai1xqGXr8SZ1DtgYjdd2YsQ0ClGJ7KtWZ4w/viewform
https://www.facebook.com/niegreenclan/
mailto:greenclan@nie.edu.sg

