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Pre- and Post-tests for Multiliteracies Lessons  
Based on Picture Books (Pri 4) 

 
 
 
Purpose of test:  
 
Assess students’ knowledge of the meanings in the choices of size and foregrounding and in 
recognising the purpose of the text 
 
Test specs: 
 

Qn Knowledge Base Weightage Marks Qn 
Type Skill Sample Question 

Q1 Effects of size 
and 
foregrounding 

20% 2 MCQ Applying 

 

Which do you think is 
the most important 
part of the picture?  

(4 options given) 

Q2 Choice of size and 
foregrounding 

30% 3 OE Analysing Why do you think so? 

Give three reasons for 
your answer. 

Q3 Recognizing 
Purpose of 
picture (semantic 
divergence 
between text and 
picture) 

20% 2 MCQ Applying 
 

What does the picture 
show you? 

(2 options given) 

Q4 Explaining 
Purpose of 
picture 

30% 3 OE Analysing Why do you think so? 
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TEST A 
 
Name: ________________________________                          Duration: 10 mins 
 
 
Picture (A)                     
                                                                                                

 
[Source: Caterpillar to Butterfly – PIRLS Literacy 2016 Sample passages, questions, and scoring guides 

https://timssandpirls.bc.edu/pirls2016/downloads/P16_FW_Appendix_C.pdf] 
 

Refer to Picture (A) for Q1 & 2. 
 

1. Which do you think is the most important part of Picture (A)? [2m] 
(a) The boy with spectacles     (c) The cocoon in the jar 
(b) The short-haired girl in a green blouse  (d) The red cap of the jar    [ ] 

 
2. Why do you think so? Give three reasons for your answer. [3m] 

 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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Picture (B) 

 
 

 
[Source: adapted from All by Myself by Mercer Mayer] 

 
 
Refer to Picture (B) for Q3 & 4. 
 
3. What does Picture (B) show you? [2m] 

(a) That Big Brother can help his little sister eat breakfast.  
(b) That Big Brother cannot really help his little sister eat breakfast.  [ ] 

 
 
4. Why do you think so? [3m] 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 

 

Big Brother 
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TEST B 
 
Name: ______________________________                               Duration: 10mins 
 
 
Picture (A)                                                                                                                                   
 

 
 

[Source: Caterpillar to Butterfly – PIRLS Literacy 2016 Sample passages, questions, and scoring guides 
https://timssandpirls.bc.edu/pirls2016/downloads/P16_FW_Appendix_C.pdf] 

 
 
Refer to Picture (A) for Q1 & 2. 
 
1. Which do you think is the most important part of Picture (A)? [2m] 

(a) The children looking out of the window             (c) The butterfly 
(b) The red flowers     (d) The red school building          [    ] 

 
2. Why do you think so? Give three reasons for your answer. [3m] 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Picture B 
 

 
[Source: adapted from All by Myself by Mercer Mayer] 

 
Refer to Picture (B) for Q3 & 4. 
 
3. What does Picture (B) show you? [2m] 

(a) That Big Brother can tie his shoes.  
(b) That Big Brother cannot really tie his shoes.       [ ] 

 
 

4. Why do you think so? [3m] 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Big Brother 
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Suggested Answers (TEST A – Picture Books) 
 

1. Correct option is (c) The cocoon in the jar 
 

2. Response refers to the large size of the cocoon [1] and the cocoon in the jar is in the 
foreground of the image [1]. Refer to the fact that all the children are gazing [1] 
towards the cocoon in the jar which signals its importance in the picture.  
 

3. Correct option is (b) That Big Brother cannot really help his little sister eat breakfast 
 

4. Response refers to the text that describes Big Brother as being able to complete his 
tasks of pouring juice and helping his sister with breakfast [1], but the picture clearly 
conveys a different meaning [1].   
Big Brother is shown making a mess and spilling his little sister’s food all over himself/ 
Big Brother is actually unable to help his little sister with her breakfast [1].   

 
 
 
Suggested Answers (TEST B – Picture Books) 
 

1. Correct option is (c) The butterfly 
 

2. Response refers to the large size of the butterfly [1] and the butterfly is at the 
foreground of the image [1].  Refer to the fact that all the children are gazing [1] 
towards the butterfly which signals its importance in the picture.  

3. Correct option is (b) That Big Brother cannot really tie his shoes.  
 

4. Response refers to the text that describes Big Brother as being able to complete his 
task of tying his shoes/shoelaces [1], but the picture clearly conveys a different 
meaning [1]. 
Big Brother is shown knotting the laces of both sides of the shoes together (shoelaces 
are badly tangled)/ The picture shows that Big Brother is actually unable to tie his 
shoes [1]. 

 
 

 
 
 



 
 

Pre- and Post-tests for Multiliteracies Lessons  
Based on Instructional Texts (Pri 4) 

 
 
Purpose of test:  
Assess students’ knowledge of the meanings in the choice of gaze, angles and perspectives  
 
Test Specs: 
 

Qn Knowledge 
Base Weightage Marks Qn 

Type Skill  Sample Question 

Q1 Effect of gaze 20% 2 MCQ Applying 

 

Why do you think the 
presenters are looking 
at you? (4 options 
given) 

Q2 Choice of 
perspectives 

20% 2 MCQ Applying Whose perspective is 
shown in the picture? 
(4 options given) 

Q3 Effects of 
camera angles 

20% 2 MCQ Applying How do you feel about 
the character in the 
picture? (4 options 
given) 

Q4 Choice of 
camera angles 

40% 4 OE Analysing How does the picture 
make you feel this way 
about the character? 
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TEST A  
Name: ______________________________                               Duration: 10mins 
 

 
All pictures are screenshots taken from either an instructional video or a movie. 
 

 
 
Refer to Screenshot (A) for Q1. 

1. Why do you think the presenters are looking at you? [2m] 
(a) To check if I am listening to them     
(b) To give me clear instructions to make a pizza 
(c) To engage my attention with making a pizza 
(d) To make me laugh about making a pizza     [ ] 

 

 
 
Refer to Screenshot (B) for Q2. 

2. Whose perspective is shown in Screenshot (B)? [2m] 
(a) Riley’s view of Mom    
(b) Riley’s view of Dad  
(c) Dad’s view of Riley 
(d) An outsider’s view of Riley      [ ] 

ß Mom 
ß Dad 

Riley 

Screenshot (A) 

[Source: 
https://www.youtube.com/watc
h?v=1cgbDMYsLDw] 

Screenshot (B) 

[Source: 
https://www.youtube.co
m/watch?v=Cjgdiy_SGjA] 
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Screenshot (C)  
 

 
 
[Source: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2chgjFVpRiA] 
 
 
Refer to Screenshot (C) for Q3 & 4. 
 

3. How do you feel about the snowman in Screenshot (C)? [2m] 
(a) The snowman is important and powerful. 
(b) The snowman is weak and powerless. 
(c) The snowman is sad and worried.  
(d) The snowman is evil and dangerous.     [ ] 

 
 

4. How does Screenshot (C) make you feel this way about the snowman? [4m] 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

snowman 



 
 

TEST B 
Name: ______________________________                               Duration: 10mins 

All pictures are screenshots taken from either an instructional video or a movie. 
 

 
 
Refer to Screenshot (A) for Q1. 

1. Why do you think the presenter is looking at you?  [2m] 
(a) To check if I am listening to her     
(b) To give me clear instructions to make a cake 
(c) To engage my attention with making a cake 
(d) To make me laugh about making a cake     [ ] 

 

 
 
Refer to Screenshot (B) for Q2. 

2. Whose perspective is shown in Screenshot (B)? [2m] 
(a) Elsa’s view of Anna 
(b) Anna’s view of Elsa 
(c) The view of Elsa from the other dancers 
(d) Anna’s view of the other dancers      [ ] 

ß Elsa 

Anna à 

Screenshot (A) 

[Source: 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=Xh_Neg-Hp84] 
 

Screenshot (B) 

[Source: 
https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=tihmQmPqSdM] 
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Screenshot (C) 
 

 
[Source: https://www.pinterest.com/pin/506514289311987912/] 
 
Refer to Screenshot (C) for Q3 & 4. 
 

3. How do you feel about the character in Screenshot (C)? [2m] 
(a) The character is important and powerful. 
(b) The character is weak and powerless. 
(c) The character is sad and worried.  
(d) The character is evil and dangerous.     [ ] 

 
4. How does Screenshot (C) make you feel this way about the character? [4m] 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
Suggested Answers (TEST A – Instructional Texts) 
 

1. Correct option is (c) To engage my attention with making a pizza 
 
2. Correct option is (d) An outsider’s view of Riley 

 
3. Correct option is (b) The snowman is weak and powerless  

4. Response refers to how the camera is positioned from a high angle and a long shot 
[1], so that the viewer is looking down on the snowman [1].   
In contrast to the wide background, the snowman appears weak and powerless [1]. 

 
 
 
 
Suggested Answers (TEST B – Instructional Texts) 
 

1. Correct option is (c) To engage my attention with making a cake 
 

2. Correct option is (b) Anna’s view of Elsa 
 

3. Correct option is (a) The character is important and powerful  
 

4. Response refers to how the camera is positioned from a low angle [1] so that the 
viewer is looking up at the character [1].   
The angle makes him appear imposing/important/powerful [1]. 
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Pre- and Post-tests for Multiliteracies Lessons  
Based on Narrative Texts (Pri 5) 

 
 
 
Purpose of test:  
 
Assess students’ knowledge of the meanings in the choice of camera shots and perspectives  
 
Test Specs: 
 

Qn Knowledge Base Weightage Marks Qn 
Type Skill Sample Question 

Q1 Effects of camera 
shots 

20% 2 MCQ Applying 

 

What is the purpose 
of the picture? (4 
options given) 

Q2 Choice of camera 
shots 

30% 3 OE Analysing Where is the camera 
placed in order to 
show you this picture? 
 

Q3 Effects of 
perspectives 

20% 2 MCQ Applying What does the picture 
show you? (4 options 
given) 

Q4 Choice of 
perspectives 

30% 3 OE Analysing What is the effect of 
having this view? 
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TEST A Name: ______________________________                   Duration: 10mins 
 

 
 
Refer to Picture (A) for Q1 & 2. 

1. What is the purpose of Picture (A)? [2m] 
(a) To show you the snowman from     

head to toe 
(c) To show you the snowman’s    

surroundings 
(b) To show you the snowman’s facial 

expression and what it is looking at                   
(d) To show you where the leaf landed 

                                               [           ] 
 

2. Where is the camera placed in relation to the snowman to show you this picture? [3m] 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Refer to Picture (B) for Q3 & 4. 

3. What does Picture (B) show you? [2m] 
(e) Riley’s view of Mom   (c) Dad’s view of Riley 
(f) Riley’s view of Dad   (d) An outsider’s view of Riley   [ ] 

4. What is the effect of having this view? [3m] 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Mom 

 Dad 

Riley 
 

(Both pictures are cropped 
from movies.) 
 
Picture A 
 
[Picture source: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v
=2chgjFVpRiA] 
 
 
 

Picture B  
 
[Source: 
https://www.youtube 
.com/watch?v=Cjgdiy_
SGjA] 
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TEST B             Name: ______________________________                   Duration: 10mins 
 

 
 
Refer to Picture (A) for Q1 & 2. 
1.  What is the purpose of Picture (A)? [2m] 
(a) To show you where the snowman is 
standing 

(c) To show you the snowman’s 
surroundings  

(b) To show you how thick the forest is  (d) To show you the tree in front       [          ] 
 

2. Where is the camera placed in relation to the snowman to show you this picture? [3m] 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

Picture (B) 
 
 
[Source: https://www.youtube 
.com/watch?v=tihmQmPqSdM] 

Refer to Picture (B) for Q3 & 4. 
3. What does Picture (B) show you? [2m] 

(a) Elsa’s view of Anna  (c) The view of Elsa from the other dancers 
(b) Anna’s view of Elsa  (d) Anna’s view of the other dancers  [ ] 

4. What is the effect of having this view? [3m] 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

ß Elsa 
Anna à 

(Both pictures are 
screenshots taken 
from movies.)  
 
Picture A 
 
[Source: 
https://www.youtu
be.com 
/watch?v=2chgjFVp
RiA] 
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Suggested Answers (TEST A – Narrative Texts) 
 

1. Correct option is (b) To show you the snowman’s facial expression and what it 
is looking at 

 
2. Response refers to the camera placed in front of and very close to the snowman 

[1].  This creates a close up shot [1] that shows the snowman’s facial 
expressions and gaze [1]. 

 
3. Correct option is (d) An outsider’s view of Riley  

 
4. Response refers to how the camera is placed a distance away from the three 

characters [1].  This creates a medium shot where the viewer can see the 
interaction between Riley and her parents [1] as an outsider and not from any 
one character’s point of view/perspective [1]. 

 
 
Suggested Answers (TEST B – Narrative Texts)  
 

1. Correct option is (c) To show you the snowman’s surroundings 
 

2. Response refers to the camera placed very far away from the snowman [1].  This 
creates a long shot [1] that shows the surrounding woods [1]. 
 

3. Correct option is (b) Anna’s view of Elsa  
 

4. Response refers to how the camera is placed over Anna’s shoulder/the viewer 
is looking over Anna’s shoulder at Elsa [1].   
The viewer is sharing Anna’s view of Elsa as an insider [1], as though the viewer 
is Anna herself in the story [1] interacting with Elsa.  
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Pre- and Post-tests for Multiliteracies Lessons  
Based on Personal Recounts (Sec 1) 

 
 
Purpose of test:  
 
Assess students’ inferential skills in noticing meanings from colours, gestures and facial 
expressions 
 
Test Specs: 
 
 

Qn Knowledge Base Weightage Marks Qn 
Type Skill Sample Question 

Q1 Colour and 
gestural mode 

20% 2 MCQ Applying Which of the following 
adjectives best 
describes this scene? ( 4 
options given) 

Q2 Colour and 
gestural mode 

30% 3 OE Analysing What features of the 
scene make you think 
so? 

Q3 Gestural mode  20% 2 MCQ Applying What do you think is 
happening in this 
picture? (4 options 
given) 

Q4 Gestural mode 30% 3 OE Analysing What clues from the 
picture make you think 
so? 
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TEST A             Name: ______________________________                   Duration: 10mins 
 

 
Refer to Picture (A) for Q1 & 2. 

1.  Which of the following adjectives best describes this scene? [2m] 
(a) Peaceful    (c) Desolate 
(b) Happy    (d) Remote     [ ] 

2. What features of the scene make you think so? [3m] 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Refer to Picture (B) for Q3 & 4. 
3. What do you think is happening in this picture? [2m] 

(a) The big bird is sharing a secret with the small bird.  
(b) The big bird is telling the small bird a joke. 
(c) The small bird is taken aback by the big bird’s bad singing.  
(d) The small bird is impressed with the big bird’s melodious singing.  [ ]  

4. What clues from the picture make you think so? [3m] 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

Picture A 
 
[Picture source: 
https://www.shutterstock.com/] 

Picture B 
 
[Picture source: 
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/the-
collections/the-thinking-collection/] 
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TEST B             Name: ______________________________                   Duration: 10mins 
 

 

 
 

Picture (A) 
 
 
[Picture source: https://hdwallsource.com/mood-
pictures-38926.html] 

 
Refer to Picture (A) for Q1 & 2. 

1.  Which of the following adjectives best describes this scene? [2m] 
(a) Secluded    (c) Luscious 
(b) Happy                (d) Sorrowful   [ ] 

2. What features of the scene make you think so? [3m] 

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Picture (B)  
 
 
 
[Picture source: 
https://www.onceuponapicture.co.uk/the-
collections/the-inference-collection/] 

 
Refer to Picture (B) for Q3 & 4. 

3. What do you think is happening in this image? [2m] 
(a) The girl is about to pull her dad’s chair away.  
(b) The girl wants her dad to play with her.  
(c) The girl is about to startle her dad by suddenly shouting from behind. 
(d) The girl wants to use her dad’s computer.    [ ] 

 
4. What clues from the picture make you think so? [3m] 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
_________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Suggested Answers (TEST A – Personal Recounts) 
 

1. Correct option is (a) Peaceful 
 

2. To infer meanings on the mood of the picture based on the colours and gestures 
shown. 
 
Response refers to the luxuriant/green colour of the forest [1].   
This creates a calming/soothing/peaceful mood [1].  
The subject seems to be leaning back and enjoying the scenery, suggesting that she is 
relaxed/at ease/laid back [1]. 
 

3. Correct option is (c) The small bird is taken aback by the big bird’s bad singing.  
The physical distance between the two birds suggests that option (a) is wrong.  
The small bird is also not smiling or laughing, so option (b) is wrong.  
The small bird backs away, so option (d) is wrong.  
 

4. To infer meanings of what is happening in the picture based on the gestures and facial 
expressions of the characters.  
 
Response refers to the slightly shocked/startled facial expression of the small bird in 
its reaction to the big bird [1], and also its gesture where it is backing away/leaning 
away from the big bird, as if trying to get away [1].  
Based on the facial expression and gesture, students should be able to infer that the 
small bird is not reacting very positively to whatever the big bird is doing [1]. 
 

Suggested Answers (TEST B – Personal Recounts) 
 

1. Correct option is (b) Happy 
 
2. Response refers to the bright yellow tones seen in the flowers, in nature and the 

surrounding [1].  The subject in the image - the balloons, the lady’s dress [1].  
Her gesture – an arm raised, twirling her dress, head looking forward [1] which 
suggests a sense of happiness. 
 

3. Correct option is (b) The girl wants her dad to play with her 
 
4. Response refers to the girl holding the red kite – which indicates her interest in play 

[1]. 
Her hand gesture on the back-rest of the chair suggests a child-like effort to seek 
attention from her Dad to play with her [1].  
Her Dad’s posture and gesture suggest he is deep at work, and ignores her [1]. 
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Pre- and Post-tests for Multiliteracies Lessons  
Based on Advertisements (Sec 1) 

 
Purpose:  
 
Assess students’ knowledge of the meanings in the semiotic choices found in advertisements 
 
Test Specs:  
 

Qn Knowledge Base  Weightage Marks Qn 
type Skill Sample Questions 

1 Integral features of 
advertisements: focus 
of attention, main 
visual display, brand 
and product name 
 

40% 4 OE Applying What is being 
advertised here and 
how do you know?  

2 Representation of 
ideas: appeal 
strategies (logic, 
authority, emotion) 
 

20% 2 OE Applying Why do you think the 
image of the subject is 
included in the 
advertisement? 

3 Ways of Interaction: 
gaze, angle 

40% 4 OE Analysing How is the subject 
portrayed in the 
advertisement and 
what is the effect of 
portraying the subject 
this way? 
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TEST A Name: ___________________________   Duration: 10mins 
 
Refer to the advertisement below and answer the questions that follow.  
 

 
 [image adapted from: https://laneigecampaign.com.my/realmerealperfect/]  
 
Q1. What is being advertised here and how do you know? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ [4m] 
 
Q2. Why do you think the image of the actress is included in the advertisement? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ [2m] 
 
Q3. How is the actress portrayed in the advertisement and what is the effect of portraying 
her this way? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ [4m] 

South Korean actress  
Lee Sung Kyung 
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TEST B  Name: ___________________________   Duration: 10mins 

Refer to the advertisement below and answer the questions that follow.  
 

 
[Image adapted from: https://www.bydeals.net/sg/deals/1228759/s-wrong-secretary-kim-laneige-homme-active-
water.html] 
  
Q1. What is being advertised here and how do you know? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ [4m] 
 
Q2. Why do you think the image of the actor is included in the advertisement? 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ [2m] 
 
Q3. How is the actor portrayed in the advertisement and what is the effect of portraying 
him this way?  
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
______________________________________________________________________ [4m] 

South Korean actor 
Park Seo Joon 
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Suggested Answers (TEST A – Advertisements) 
 

1. Response refers to the brand name and product name - the new Laneige [1] layering 
cover cushion and concealing base [1] is being advertised here.  
The slogan and the text [1], the subject and the name of the subject [1] also form the 
focus of attention in the advertisement. 

 
2. The advertisement shows a famous actress endorsing the product [1], giving the 

viewer the impression that the product is used/trusted by a celebrity and is of a high 
quality/appeal is made to authority and emotion/‘crown’ appeal strategy [1]. 

 
3. Response refers to the actress gazing directly at the viewers [1], engaging the viewers 

fully and demanding the viewers’ full attention [1].  
Hence, the viewers feel compelled to look at her and pay attention to what she is 
advertising [1]. 
Viewers are also looking up at her from a slightly low angle [1], portraying the model 
as being superior/seemingly better than the viewers because she uses the product 
being advertised [1].                                 (any 4 suitable points)  

 
Suggested Answers (TEST B – Advertisements) 
 

1. Response refers to the brand name and product range - the Laneige [1] Homme 
Collection of facial products for men is being advertised here [1].  The visual display of 
products [1], the subject and the name of the subject [1] are also the focus of attention 
in the advertisement. 

 
2. The advertisement shows a famous actor endorsing the product [1], giving viewers the 

impression that the product is trusted by a celebrity and is of a high quality/appeal is 
made to authority and emotion/‘crown’ appeal strategy [1]. 

 
3. Response refers to the actor gazing directly at the viewers [1], engaging the viewers at 

eye level [1]. 
Portraying the actor at eye level places him on equal standing with the viewers [1]. 
By engaging the viewers on a personal level [1], the viewer is compelled to make full 
eye contact with the actor [1]. 
The viewer is expected/feels compelled to also pay attention to the products he is 
advertising [1].                                                                                    (any 4 suitable points)  

 
 


	Multimodal Literacy Test Examples_cover
	Multimodal Literacy Test Examples_Or

