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KEY IMPLICATIONS

 
• The socio-cognitive and motivation-and 

learning   (SCML)        approach   to    writing 
programme can be integrated into the 
mainstream English language curriculum.

• English language teachers should help 
mixed abilities students by teaching them 
how to incorporate key thinking processes in 
writing.

• Primary schools can explore students’ 
perceptions towards self-directed learning 
(SDL) and collaborative learning (CL) with 
technology being infused into blended 
learning or online learning experience.

BACKGROUND 
Most of the existing studies on academic 
writing were conducted in university settings. 
Since effective education at an early stage will 
lay a crucial foundation for later learning, there 
is a need to broaden the existing knowledge to 
more elementary education levels, including 
the primary school level. Particularly, research 
that investigates how English language writing 
is taught in primary schools is of much current 
interest, but sufficient existing knowledge is 
still lacking. There is a need for research to 

understand the kinds of support that students do 
receive, versus what they should receive, during 
writing classes.

FOCUS OF STUDY
The purpose is to seek answers to the following 
questions:

1. What are the differences, if any, in the 
quality of compositions produced by 
students instructed by a traditional teaching 
programme versus the SCML approach to 
writing programme?

2. How is the students’ motivation to learn, 
as well as their reception to SDL and 
CL, affected by the availability of ICT 
support (i.e., Grammarly and Padlet) in 
implementing the SCML approach?

The SCML intervention comprised five lessons:
Lesson One and Two: Preparation of writing 
narratives 
Lesson Three: Organizing and writing first 
draft of narratives 
Lesson Four: Reviewing the Grammarly 
report and revising the narratives 
Lesson Five: Providing peer review 
comments on classmates’ narratives and 
further revising their narratives 



KEY FINDINGS
• There were statistically significant differences in

macro-organization (MO) between pre- and post-
tests (MODiff) among different schools in Year 2
data and the overall combined data (i.e., Year 1
and Year 2), respectively. Although the differences
in MODiff were not significant between the control
and experimental groups the experimental groups
showed more improvement (M=.3723) compared
to the control group (M=.3630) throughout
the data. This finding suggests that the SCML
approach may have a positive effect on some
students’ MO in composition writing.

• Mean length of T-units (MLT), dependent clause
per T-unit (DC/T), and mean length of clauses
(MLC) are three elements to examine the
complexity of compositions. Statistically significant
differences in MLT between pre- and post-test
were found among schools in the Year 2 data, and
the overall combined data.

• This study found that, compared to the control
group, there was a significant difference in the
experimental group of students’ writing with an
audience in mind after the SCML intervention
programme.

• The results showed that Primary Four students’
perceptions for SDL and CL were quite positive
in both control and experimental groups. Their
perceptions for SDL and CL with ICT were
consistent lower than without ICT. MANCOVA
results showed that there were significant
differences between the control and the
experimental groups in the perceptions of SDL
and CL with ICT. The students in the experimental

group, who experienced the use of tablets, online 
writing assistant tool and online notice board 
showed significantly more positive responses in 
both SDL and CL with ICT.

• The findings from this study helped to contribute 
to this area of research by validating the MSLDCL 
instrument specifically for Primary Four students in 
their English classes.

SIGNIFICANCE OF FINDINGS
• The current study contributes to the field in that the

SCML approach has a positive effect on the overall
improvement of young learners’ writing quality.

• This study also contributes to research on
students’ writing with a real audience in a school
context by investigating the implementation of the
SCML approach in research intervention.

• Future studies could investigate students’
perceptions towards SDL and CL with technology
being infused into blended learning or online
learning experience. With the uncertainties of
the COVID-19 situation, educators could seek
this opportunity to design more meaningful ICT-
enhanced learning experiences for the students.

PARTICIPANTS
A total of four primary schools, 617 Primary Four pupils, 
and 24 English language teachers participated in this 
study.

RESEARCH DESIGN
The study involved an intervention 
study, questionnaires, and pre- and post-tests.
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