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Multimodality SIG Professional Learning Seminar: The Psychology of Hand Gestures
Date & Time
24 November 2022, 10:00 - 24 November 2022, 11:00
Venue
Zoom Webinar
Department
Office Education Research (OER)
Events Details

Citation: National Institute of Education (Singapore). (2022, November 24). Multimodality SIG professional
learning seminar: The psychology of hand gestures. https://nie.edu.sg/about-us/news-events/events/
event-detail/multimodality-sig-professional-learning-seminar-the-psychology-of-hand-gestures
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Science of Learning in Education Seminar Series - Can the Science of Learning
contribute to supporting children with a persistent language need?
Date & Time
24 November 2022, 11:00 - 24 November 2022, 12:00
Venue
Hybrid at TR 212 (NIE Block 2, Level 1, Tutorial 212) and Online (Zoom)
Department
Office of Education Research (OER)
Events Details

Citation: National Institute of Education (Singapore). (2022, November 24). Science of learning in education
seminar series - Can the science of learning contribute to supporting children with a persistent language
need? https://nie.edu.sg/about-us/news-events/events/event-detail/science-of-learning-in-educationseminar-series---can-the-science-of-learning-contribute-to-supporting-children-with-a-persistent-languageneed
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Associate Professor Rita Elaine Silver speaks at the China Center for Language
Planning and Policy Studies' online seminar
Date
Tuesday, 01 November 2022
Assoc Prof Rita Elaine Silver, Associate Dean of Research Design & Integrity at the Office of Education
Research (OER), and Associate Professor at NIE’s English Language & Literature Academic Group (ELL
SG), was invited to speak at a webinar titled “Academic Publishing in Language Education and Language
Policy: Conundrums and Internationalisation” organised by the China Center for Language Planning and
Policy. Held on 22 September 2022, Assoc Prof Rita discussed current issues in international publishing for
language education and language policy. She focused on the expectations, responsibilities, and conundrums
of internationalisation – including the pressure to publish in “high-tier” journals – against the continuing need
for highly contextualised, local studies and dissemination to students, teachers, and policymakers. In addition,
she also provided some practical tips on selecting journals for publication, contacting editors, and sustaining
the review process.

Citation: National Institute of Education (Singapore). (2022, November 1). Associate Professor Rita Elaine Silver speaks at the China
Center for Language Planning and Policy Studies' online seminar. https://nie.edu.sg/about-us/news-events/news/news-detail/
associate-professor-rita-elaine-silver-speaks-at-the-china-center-for-language-planning-and-policy-studies-online-seminar
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Dr Imelda Caleon publishes a research paper and speaks at Ministry of
Education’s Uplift and Educational Support Seminar 2022
Date
Wednesday, 02 November 2022
Dr Imelda Caleon, Assistant Dean of Partnerships and Senior Research Scientist at the Office of Education
Research (OER), published a research paper titled “’It's not just about grades’: Teachers' alternative
perceptions of students performing at a low level and of these students' academic success”. The paper
featured a study that explored secondary teachers' perceptions of students performing at a low level and of
these students' academic success by using strength- and deficit-based perspectives, as well as
phenomenography. Various categories were constructed to capture range of conceptions that displayed
varying degrees of student agency, with teacher empathy manifested at different levels. Ordering the
categories based on phenomenographic methods enabled the identification of potentially “powerful” ways
the teachers responded to students' needs, which included engaging in partnerships to improve students'
potential and moving away from examination-oriented definitions of success. The paper concluded on how
these perceptions shape instructional practices, as well as implications for research and practice.
On 28 July 2022, Dr Imelda was also invited to present at Ministry of Education’s (MOE) Uplift and
Educational Support (UES) Seminar 2022. The UES Seminar aims to update educators the research,
policies and practices supporting disadvantaged students, vulnerable students and learners requiring
educational support. She gave a presentation titled “Nurturing Resilient and Flourishing Learners: Insights
from a Decade of Research involving Academically At-Risk Learners in Singapore” to approximately 1,000
participants from schools, MOE HQ and clusters.
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NIE faculty members publish four research articles in a special issue of the
Mathematics Education Research Journal
Date
Friday, 04 November 2022
NIE faculty members from the Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group (MME AG), Assoc
Prof Leong Yew Hoong, Asst Prof Choy Ban Heng, Dr Joseph Yeo Boon Wooi, Assoc Prof Toh Tin Lam,
and Prof Berinderjeet Kaur, have published four research articles in a special issue of the Mathematics
Education Research Journal titled “Teachers as designers of instructional tasks”. The articles are:
1. Overlaps and shifts of instructional goals in the design of a set of mathematics tasks, which presented a
case study on a secondary mathematics teacher and her design of a set of instructional tasks in the
context of proportional reasoning.
2. Instructional materials as a site to study teachers′ planning and learning, which argued and supported
through a case study that the instructional materials teachers designed on their own are suitable as
records of their planning and learning when developed alongside professional development, against the
backdrop of reports that teachers’ use of curriculum materials are commonplace.
3. Teachers' instructional goals and their alignment to the school mathematics curriculum: A case study of
the calculus instructional material from a Singapore pre-university institution, which presented a case
study that showed the effort that Singapore pre-university teachers put in to prepare an instructional
material to engage their students in problem-solving, as well as use technology to develop higher order
thinking or enhance conceptual understanding.
4. A 'stimulus-based interview' approach to illuminate teachers' orientations and resources related to task
selection and modification, where it attempted to understand teachers’ selection and modification of
mathematical tasks for their classroom instruction on a deeper level through interviews.

Citation: National Institute of Education (Singapore). (2022, November 4). NIE faculty members publish four
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www.nie.edu.sg/about-us/news-events/news/news-detail/nie-faculty-members-publish-four-researcharticles-in-a-special-issue-of-the-mathematics-education-research-journal
Back to top

Researchers from the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice publish
three journal articles
Date
Tuesday, 08 November 2022
Researchers from the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice (CRPP), Dr Tay Lee Yong, Dr Christina
Ratnam-Lim, Dr Phillip Towndrow, Dr Lee Shu Shing, Mr Chua Puay Huat, Miss Monica Ong, Miss Thaslim
Begum, and Miss Kalaivani Ramachandra have published three articles in various academic journals. The
articles are:
1. Teacher reflection: Call for a transformative mindset, where the main objective of this paper was to
examine how teacher reflection could result in possible change in practice. 436 primary and secondary
school mathematics teachers took part in an online survey, where the findings suggested that there were
no major differences in teacher reflection based on their years of teaching experience, designation, and
teaching levels.
2. Empowerment through distributed leadership in reconciliating tensions and dilemmas in teacher
professional development, where it featured a case study on how a school, recognised for its excellence
in staff well-being and development, reconciles teachers’ tensions when they engage in activities for
professional development.
3. Implementation of online home-based learning and students’ engagement during the COVID-19
pandemic: A case study of Singapore mathematics teachers, where this exploratory study attempted to
elicit eight mathematics teachers’ considerations and perspectives in designing online home-based
learning (HBL) lessons for the engagement of elementary and secondary students, when the COVID-19
pandemic forced school closures in Singapore towards full HBL.
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Assistant Professor Azilawati Jamaludin and Dr Astrid Schmied speaks at the
Singapore Management University’s Scholarship of Teaching and Learning
Annual Webinar
Date
Wednesday, 09 November 2022
Asst Prof Azilawati Jamaludin, Assistant Dean, Science of Learning in Education (SoLEC), and Assistant
Professor at NIE’s Learning Sciences and Assessment Academic Group (LSA AG), was invited to speak at
the Singapore Management University’s Scholarship of Teaching and Learning Annual Webinar together with
Dr Astrid Schmied, Education Research Scientist also from SoLEC. Held on 14 October 2022, the webinar
themed “Developments on Science of Learning in Education” was attended by more than 100 participants
from local education institutions as well as those from the ASEAN University Network.
Asst Prof Azilawati started the webinar with her segment titled “Overview of Science of Learning, including
Science of Learning in Education Centre at NIE and its tri-strategic thrusts”. Following that, Dr Astrid Schmied
gave her presentation titled “Overview of translating Science of Learning (SoL) research findings into the
practicalities of Higher Education”. Their segments provided the participants with advances in the field of
Science of Learning, and how research in this field can translate into practical teaching and learning impacts
in the context of higher education. The webinar concluded with an engaging Q&A segment between the
speakers and participants.
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Assistant Professor Victor Lim Fei publishes a journal article and book chapter on
multiliteracy and multimodality, as well as presents at a talk and a podcast
Date
Thursday, 03 November 2022

Asst Prof Victor Lim Fei, from NIE’s English Language and Literature Academic Group (ELL AG), published
a journal article titled “A design-based research approach toward building teachers’ capacity to teach
multiliteracies in Singapore” in the Asia-Pacific Education Researcher. The article discussed how a designbased research (DBR) approach can contribute to practical outcomes in building the participating teachers’
confidence and competence in their pedagogical practices, develop scalable lesson resources for other
teachers to use and adapt, and distil design principles that can inform the teaching of multiliteracies across
contexts.
He also published a book chapter titled “Design considerations for digital learning during the COVID-19
pandemic” in the Book of Discourse, Modes, Media and Meaning in an Era of Pandemic. The chapter
discussed teachers’ use of semiotic technologies to design the learning experience for students and explore
the different ways of meaning making in digital learning. The chapter aims to answer these questions – 1)
how knowledge can be represented; 2) how pedagogic relations are expressed; and 3) how learning is
organised through the affordances of semiotic technologies. Three types of semiotic technologies were
explored – the ubiquitous video lectures, digital games for learning and social media, speciﬁcally in its
appropriation as a learning platform. While digital technology are commonly used in classroom instruction,
this chapter aims to reﬂect on the different ways of meaning-making that semiotic technologies offer in
online learning experiences. The design of online learning experiences has come under the spotlight
because of the national lockdowns in response to the pandemic.
Asst Prof Victor was also invited to speak at a talk organised by the Singapore Association for Applied
Linguistics, where he gave a presentation titled “Multimodality in the Post-pandemic Language Classroom”.
He discussed the opportunities and challenges of multimodality in the language classroom by drawing on
findings from his design-based research project to develop instructional approaches and lesson packages
for the teaching and learning of multiliteracies in both the secondary and primary school English Language
classrooms in Singapore, and how the pandemic brought about the paradigm shifts towards the use of
digital technologies.
He also appeared on Education in Motion (EiM) Global's podcast where they talked about multiliteracies and
multimodality, shifting views on the role of teachers, student agency and agency in an Asian context and
areas of research that Asst Prof Victor is moving onto, ranging from digital play to embodied meaning
making. You can listen to the full podcast here.
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