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BOOK REVIEWS Er 
Writing for Results: A Sourcebook of Consequential 
Composing Activities by M Scardama l ia, C Bereiter and 
B Fillion. Curriculum Series 44. Ontario: OlSE Press, 
1981. 

Developing Reading Skills: A Practical Guide to Reading 
Comprehension Exercises by F Grellert. Cam bridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 1981. 

Here are two books that should be on every teacher's 
bookshelf, forthey will provide an endless source of practical ideas 
for writing and reading lessons. 

Both books are a collection of exercises or activities that can 
be used to teach the various cognitive skills involved in the 
development of writing and reading proficiency. These are not 
textbooks in the normal sense, for they cannot be followed 
through from cover to cover, but instead require the teacherto dip 
in and choose ideas for augmenting and varying his teaching 
approach. Nor do they provide complete lessons designed for 
specific class levels. They are far more flexible than this because 
the tasks are suitable for beginners through to advanced pupils. 
The level of difficulty depends on the complexity of the materials 
used and the skills being taught. 

The exercises in both books are based on sound teaching 
principles: namely, that teachers should not be merely testing but 
should instead be guiding pupils towards the acquisition of the 
skills necessary for competent writing and reading. At the same 
time, sufficient practice must be provided to reinforce these skills. 
It is also stressed that the four skill areas of reading, writing, 
speaking and listening should wherever possible be integrated,for 
they reinforce each other. Pupil interaction in pairs and groups is 
advocated to heighten involvement and motivation during the 
learning activities. Variety in activities is recommended for similar 
reasons. The books provide teachers with ideas for carrying out 
such activities. 
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Writing for Results grew out of research into composition 
writing, viz., the nature of the cognitive skills involved and how to 
teach these skills. This study has been going on since 1977 in 
Ontario, Canada, and is a joint effort between researchers and 
teachers. 

The book starts with a short introduction, setting forth the 
rationale behind the 60 tasks which are described in detail later. 
These are divided into eight types related to Genre, Planning, 
Topic Development, Language, Style, Coherence, Evaluation and 
Revision. Each section begins with an overview and a list of the 
specific tasks in that section. For convenience of reference, each 
task is presented in a similar format using the following headings: 
the Aim in using the particular task; Organisation of the class 
interaction during the task; Special Materials required; 
Procedures for preparing and implementing the task with pupils; 
Consequences and Feedback, i.e., the goals or end product of the 
activity; Examples of content where needed for clarity; Variations 
of the task; and finally Applications to teaching other skills and 
writing in other subject areas. 

Developing Reading Skills presents a wide variety and range 
of exercises, which are categorised according to the kinds of 
reading skills involved. The introduction discusses the types of 
reading and reasons for reading. The author then covers the basis 
for teacher choice of materials, the planning of exercises, and their 
use with pupils. It is pointed out that exercises must be designed to 
suit text types and reading purposes, as well as to cater for pupil 
learning needs. One type of exercise cannot possibly suit al l  these 
requirements. 

The second half of the introduction presents under Reading 
Comprehension Exercise Types the rationale for al l  the categories 
of exercises included in the book. These categories are 
summarised in a detailed diagram, which in itself provides a useful 
framework of skills that a teacher must consider when preparing a 
year's intensive reading programme. 

The book is divided into four major sections. (1) Reading 
Techniques contains Sensitising, Improving Reading Speed, and 
From Skimming to Scanning. (2) HowAim Conveyed covers Aim 
and Function of Text, Organisation of Text, and Thematisation. (3) 
Understanding Meaning includes both Non-Linguistic and 
Linguistic Responses to Text. (4) Assessing the Text has two sub- 
sections: Fact versus Opinion, and Writer's Intention. The 
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exercises progress from practising basic skills in (1 ) to developing 
better understanding of the text in (2) and (3), to finally forming 
opinions about the text in (4). 

Each exercise within these sections is presented under the 
following headings: Specific Aims for using the exercise; Skills 
Involved in carrying it out; Why the activity is being used; and 
Further Hints for possible alternatives. A sample text with teaching 
instructions is included for each one. 

The wide variety of exercises is not just of the question-and- 
answer type, but also includes information-transfer type activities 
incorporating diagrams, matrices, maps, note-making, etc. 

The teacher will find these two books extremely useful. They 
will help him to extend the range and variety of class activities and 
also help him to gain a clearer understanding of the skills required 
and how these can be taught to pupils. Used in conjunction, these 
books will also assist the teacher in integrating the teaching of 
writing and reading which are naturally complementary to each 
other. 

Rita V Skuja 
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