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Earlier this year, Academic Computing and Information
Services (ACIS) announced its plans to promote e-Learning
at NIE to help create a positive experience of using e-

Learning for teaching and learning in NIE. The e-Learning
Committee (eLC), comprising e-Learning Champions from each
Academic Group (AG) and staff from ACIS are working together
towards this ultimate goal.

All e-Learning Champions have been Champions have been tasked
with developing an e-Learning Plan which will be used as a guide
to outline their commitment towards embracing e-Learning within
each AG. The objective of this plan is to help identify relevant
modules for e-Learning purposes and the appropriate Educational
Technology (ET) tools that can be infused into the curriculum.

Integration of e-Learning into the
Curriculum
While e-Learning plans are in the process of being developed, a
few AGs, namely Humanities and Social Studies Education (HSSE)
and Natural Sciences and Science Education (NSSE) have already
responded through their e-Learning Champions. The Centre for IT
in Education (CITE) is currently working collaboratively with
lecturers from these two AGs to create e-Learning materials.

Professional Development
To help prepare academic staff to take on the challenges of infusing
IT into their teaching and learning, CITE has been organising staff
training and sharing sessions.

e-Learning, Bridging the Gap: The functional training offered to
academic staff in the past was given a facelift with the inclusion
of a new suite of courses launched by CITE in March this year.
This new suite of courses focused on how to infuse pedagogy in
teaching and learning.

Tea Time Chats: To encourage academic staff to share their ideas
on how they have effectively used IT in their teaching and learning,
and to subtly introduce pockets of learning communities they can
share with and learn from, CITE organised sharing sessions better
known as “Tea Time Chats”. Thanks to Dr Lubna Alsagoff, Head of
English Language and Literature (ELL), and her enthusiastic staff
Dr Matilda Gabrielpillai and Mr Alexius Chia, two successful
sharing sessions were conducted in the months of March and April.

Dr Matilda Gabrielpillai during her sharing session:
“Making friends with the Enemy - IT in the Humanities Classroom...”
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Blackboard has a New
Identity

Ng Aik Song, CITE

Last year, ACIS ran an NIE-wide competition in search of a
new name and tagline for our Blackboard system. The
winning entry was:

GeNIEus: Learning Beyond Walls
The name (pronounced ‘genius’) has NIE embedded to show Bb
as an effective Teaching and Learning tool that can possibly bring
out the genius in us. GeNIEus is also an extension of our Staff
Portal (geNIE).

CITE’s graphic designers came up with a few designs to go with
the name. A poll was conducted to select the logo that best
represents GeNIEus.

A total of 60 votes was cast and the winning entry was the logo
with the light bulb. This logo was a
clear favourite amongst those who
cast their votes as 60% of them voted
for this. Some of the comments given
by the voters who picked the winning
logo were:

1. It looks more vibrant. The yellow portion looked like a sun to
me initially, which can represent learning taking place
anywhere under the sun, also means learning beyond walls.
At second glance, it is a light bulb which represents ideas.

2. I like the incorporation of the sun that extends the concept of
learning outside “beyond walls”.

3. The sunny image to me symbolises a bright future for Bb and
its users. The logo represents a good balance of connectivity,
stability and creativity. The letters “NIE”, in central position,
are clearly visible.
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GeNIEus Supports
Multiple Languages!

Sally Loan, CITE

Did you know that GeNIEus supports other languages apart
from English? Yes! It supports Malay, Chinese as well as
Tamil Unicode standard. Customising the interface of the

course you are teaching is easy. You can do it simply by changing
the course menu in the control panel.  Just follow the steps listed
below:

1. Login to GeNIEus.

2. Click on the desired course.

3. Click on the “Control Panel” found at the bottom left-hand
side of the screen.

4. Click on “Manage Course Menu” under Course Options
Panel.

5. Click on the “Modify” button on the extreme right-hand side
of the screen.

6. Change the “Name” of the menu.

7. Click on “Submit”.

8. A screen display shows the course menu has been
successfully changed.

9. Go to the desired course.

10. Click on the “Refresh” icon found at the bottom left-hand
side of the screen.

The new course menu will be updated accordingly.

In addition, you can even post announcements, upload materials
and post discussions using your own preferred language. If you
wish to find out more, feel free to email us at cite@nie.edu.sg.

Dr Matilda shared about how she discovered that IT when used
creatively can extend the possibilities of teaching in the Humanities
classroom. Mr Alexius Chia shared on how he and his team used
the affordances of Blackboard to complete a curriculum within
limited time. Academic staff who attended these sessions found
them useful as they were able to learn from their colleagues’
experience with IT in Teaching & Learning.

More of these sharing sessions will be organised in the next few
months. Please look out for our posters for more details.

AG Roadshows: As academic staff are always pressed for time,
AG Roadshows are usually planned to run for not more than half
a day. The different types of ET tools will be showcased in the
modular-style roadshows. Staff from the specific AG can choose
to attend any of these sessions at their convenience.

Please contact your e-Learning Champion if you would like us to
conduct a Roadshow for your AG.

Mr Alexius Chia during his sharing session:
“So much to cover, so little time..."

Progress of e-Learning at NIE (cont'd)
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New Web Address for GeNIEus
Ng Aik Song, CITE

From July 2006 onwards, staff can access NIE’s GeNIEus (a.k.a
Blackboard) using http://Lonline.nie.edu.sg (Note: Lonline signifies
Learn online).

We are phasing out http://courses.nie.edu.sg/ as it serves only as a redirection page. Please be assured that we are monitoring the
number of users using http://courses.nie.edu.sg/ to access GeNIEus. We will remove this web address once the number of users
accessing it drops to 10 or below. Do note that we are only monitoring the number of users and NOT the identities of these users.

Digital Lectures
Cheang Kum Seng & Mazlan Hasan, CITE

Digital Lectures are getting more attention these days, for reasons that favour both lecturers and student teachers. Some attractive
benefits include not having to travel to the campus for lectures and the opportunity for just-in-time learning. Student teachers
can “attend” lectures in the comfort of their homes and can also refer back to them whenever there is a need for revision.

Tutorials can be made more meaningful as student teachers come armed with content knowledge and are ready to tackle the classroom
activities. This reduces the need to lecture and allows time for more collaborative interaction. Digital Lectures come in the form of
streaming videos via the Internet or packaged in CD-ROMs and they are especially useful when a lecture has to be repeated to different
groups of student teachers.

Here are some tips when recording your lectures:

* Each video segment should be “chunked” at 10 to 20 minutes (maximum) in
duration.

* By segmenting each video into smaller bite-sizes, it allows student teachers
to choose any part of the video from the clickable table of contents.

* Use software such as MS Producer (free add-on tool for MS Office PowerPoint
2003) or Camtasia Studio (screen recording software) which will convert your
PowerPoint presentations for online use with higher quality and clarity.

Recently, CITE designed and developed an e-Learning package for the MEd871 module. The lectures were categorised according
to topics and sub-topics with each sub-topic lasting not more than 20 minutes. Using Camtasia Studio and a microphone
plugged into a notebook computer, each sub-topic comprising a PowerPoint lecture with narration was recorded directly onto
the notebook computer. All annotations and cursor movements made by the lecturer were also recorded. A navigation listing the
contents of each recorded sub-topic was also created within Camtasia to allow for some form of learner control. For video and
PowerPoint synchronisation, MS Producer was used. All you need is a webcam, a microphone and your PowerPoint presentation,
and you will have a Digital Lecture in no time.

Look out for CITE training sessions on these technologies and see how easy it is to produce your very own Digital Lecture.

Multimedia Educational Resource for
Learning and Online Teaching (MERLOT)

Ng Aik Song, CITE

Academic staff can now search for educational materials available through MERLOT directly from their Blackboard course.
MERLOT (www.merlot.org) is a free and open resource repository that contains more than 12,000 online educational materials
and has more than 25,000 members representing the higher education community. MERLOT Search streamlines the process of

searching for and using learning materials from within the Blackboard environment, thus saving academic staff time and additional
steps. Instructors can apply search results to select specific learning resources and embed links to them in their Blackboard course.

Extracted from http://www.Blackboard.com
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Practicum Debrief Session using Centra –
a Real Case Study

Apurva Lawale and Anita Anusha, CITE

Articles written by e-learning team: Adrian Lu, Anita Anusha, Ng Aik Song, Mazlan Hasan, Windy Teo and Dr Marissa Wettasinghe

I n April this year, Dr Marissa Wettasinghe conducted a
“Practicum Debrief Session” with her student teachers over
the Internet. It is very difficult for busy supervisors and student

teachers to find a common time to meet and discuss issues. But
Centra, a video conferencing tool, made it possible for Dr
Wettasinghe and her student teachers to come together to discuss
issues and topics related to their practicum. All they needed was
a computer with an Internet connection, a webcam, a microphone,
and the Centra software.

Once the practicum debriefing session was over, we consolidated
their thoughts on participating in an online debriefing session.
Before the session kicked off, the student teachers were quite
unsure about what they might see/hear on a video conferencing
screen and whether it might be easy to use since they were using
such a software for the very first time. But here is what they had to
share about the benefits and challenges of participating in an online
debriefing session:

Benefits
On benefits, the student teachers provided the following feedback:

• Felt that it was almost like having a face-to-face session with
the supervisor even though they were all in different physical
locations

• Were able to save time and instantly communicate with their
supervisor without having to come down to NIE to meet their
supervisor in person

• Were able to come together and seek solutions to complex
issues collaboratively.

Challenges
Like all new technologies and for the newbies using them, there
are always bound to be some challenges and this session had its
share:

• During the session, there was a problem of time lag (audio
was late to reach some participants during the session) and
also a problem of some participants not speaking clearly into
the microphone. Hence, they were required to repeat
themselves, which wasted some time. But this was
compensated by the time saved from not having to meet face-
to-face.

In conclusion, the student teachers had a good experience
participating in such an online session and appreciated the
flexibility and accessibility that Centra was able to offer while
communicating with their practicum supervisor.

Timely Information to a Wide Audience at
LIBRIS

Win Nwe Ni, LIBRIS

It is always necessary for LIBRIS to reach out to a wide campus
audience whenever there is a new service or a new resource
available or an announcement to be made.

LIBRIS therefore welcomes the introduction of the advanced Public
Information Display System (PIDS) located on the 2nd and 4th floors
of the library building. This system displays brief but significant
information in a reliable and efficient way via the PIDS of two
large plasma panels.

With this new system, a web interface is used to publish
information that is propagated to all the screens. Information
broadcast on the PIDS can reach the staff, student teachers and
external members faster than other traditional modes of
communication such as posters and flyers, and in a more
ecological way. It is an important means of communicating timely
information to a wide audience at LIBRIS.

Each PIDS screen is divided into four regions to display four
different types of information simultaneously. You will be able to
appreciate an animated slideshow of interior and exterior shots of
LIBRIS presented in the first region and a list of facilities at LIBRIS
in the second region. The third region has been programmed to
display major announcements while an upward scroller unveils a

series of headlines along with the summaries of current and
upcoming events at LIBRIS & NIE in the last region. In addition,
the items posted on the PIDS are updated regularly so that the
information displayed is always relevant to current and forthcoming
events.

Most of all, LIBRIS intends to make use of the new system for all
its crucial announcements, so do keep an eye on the PIDS
whenever you are at LIBRIS.

Photo slideshow of LIBRIS, a list of facilities, news & announcements,
and calendar of events at NIE are displayed on the PIDS.

ACIS Oct 2006 8/25/06, 12:34 PM4



5

LIBRIS’ Latest Enhancement to WebOPAC
Yuyun Ishak, LIBRIS

H ave you noticed that our
WebOPAC now displays the
images of book jackets?

That’s right, we have installed a content
enrichment feature on our WebOPAC.  And
the book jacket is not all that the content
enrichment offers; it also provides
additional information such as tables of
contents, book summaries, authors’
biographies, and reviews.

Steps to view the additional
information:
1. Click on “Details”

2. Click on “Electronic Access” tab

If you have any comments or feedback on content enrichment, please do not hesitate to contact us at libref@nie.edu.sg.
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3rd International
Conference on
Educational
Technology
“Reflections on IT Integration in Education: Moving Forward
and Beyond”

7th - 8th September 2006
Singapore Expo
http://www.icet.com.sg

T he investments in technology and professional
development of teachers and school leaders have paid
off significantly in the higher occurrences of ICT-

mediated lessons in schools. However, more needs to be done
at all levels to change the existing culture of learning and
pedagogy in schools to optimise the affordances of ICT for
teaching and learning.

Many research studies have argued for the shifting of
the pedagogical beliefs of teachers towards constructivist
ones, changing the culture of schooling to support
innovation, promoting a better understanding of the
affordances of ICT for teaching and learning, and addressing
other ecological issues such as the mode of professional
development,  the alignment between learning and assessment,
and technology leadership.

ICET 2006 will be a 2-day conference comprising 4 Keynote
Addresses, 7 Symposia, Invited Papers, Pre-Conference
Workshops and Professional Tours.

ICET 2006 provides a platform for participants to address these
issues and transform technology-mediated practices in schools
and education institutions, and at the same time, generate and
refine theories about teaching and learning with technologies.
It is only then that we are able to “move forward and beyond”
with educational technology.

With a strong and exciting programme outlined, ICET is fast
developing into an established international conference on
Educational Technology.

See you all at ICET 2006!

Jointly Organised By:
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