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English in Southeast 
Asia 99 (ed Adam 
Brown 2000) National 
Institute of Education 
(ISBN 981-3025-16-6) 

Following the successful 
‘English in Southeast 
Asia’ conference held at 
NIE in November 1999, 
the proceedings have just 
been published. The 
chapters are as follows: 
♦ The Changing Face

(s) of Literacy Fran-
ces Christie  

♦ The Challenges of 
Developing Mul-
tiliteracies in an Era 
of Globalization: A 
Focus on South-
African and Singa-
porean Language-in-
Education Policies  
Sandra Lee McKay 

♦ Recognizing Bilitera-
cies in University 
Education  Ian G 
Malcolm 

♦ Academic Literacies 
in the Context of 
Southeast Asia: An-
other Western Impe-
rialist Plot?  Hajah 
Rosnah Haji Ramly 
a n d  J a m e s 
McLellan 

♦ English as an Asian 
Language: Issues for 
the Language Cur-

r i c u l u m  A n d y 
Kirkpatrick 

♦ Rhetorical Style: Ch i-
nese Encounter Aris-
totle James L Myers  

♦ Metacognition in L2 
Reading Literacy Ac-
quisition: The Case 
of Ten Chinese Terti-
ary Students Learn-
ing to Read EFL  
Lawrence  Jun 
Zhang 

♦ Making Text Struc-
ture Visible Beverly 
Derewianka 

♦ Reading Visual and 
Verbal Texts: Chil-
dren’s Responses to 
Picture Books Sue 
Hassall 

♦ The Conversational 
Structure of Young 
Children’s Use of 
Visual Media  John 
Matthews  

♦ Critical Literacy 
across the Curricu-
lum: A Genre- and 
Critical Language 
Awareness - Based 
Approach  Maria 

Chona Lin 
♦ Critical Literacy and 

Issues of Race, Class 
and Gender in the 
Context of Mul-
tiliteracies Wong 
Soak Koon 

♦ Singapore English 
Wordforms and their 
Linguistic and Cu l-
tural Implications: A 
Comparison between 
Two Corpora in the 
International Corpus 
of English Ni Yibin 
and Ler Soon Lay 

♦ Anglicised or Ameri-
canized? Teachers’ 
Perceptions of the 
Language Variety 
used in their Written 
English  Anthony 
Seow 

♦ Verbs of Saying, and 
Direct and Indirect 
Discourse in Singa-
porean English  Ho 
Mian Lian 

♦ Potential Influences 
of Chinese on the 
Written English of 
Singapore  David 
Deterding 

♦ Influences of Malay 
on the Written Eng-
lish of University Stu-
dents in Singapore 
G l o r i a  P o e d -
josoedarmo 

English in Southeast Asia ‘99  

Readers wishing to get hold of a copy of the proceedings should contact the ELL office. 

English in Southeast Asia ‘99  



♦ Robyn Cox  
[Master of Studies 
i n  E d u c a t i o n  
(University of Wol-
longong). Diploma 
o f  T e a c h i n g 
(University of New 
England), Graduate 
Diploma in Educa-

tional Studies (Multicultural Educa-
University of New England] 

Robyn started her career in teacher 
education in 1988 after six years 
as a primary teacher in 
Australia. She was Lecturer in 
English curriculum at Central 
Queensland University for 10 
years. Immediately prior to com-
ing to NIE Robyn held a post at 
the University of Brunei Darussa-
lam where her interest in English 
curriculum was extended by teach-
ing in a multilingual setting. 
Robyn’s doctoral thesis focuses on 
the language knowledge of pri-
mary teachers in the primary writ-
ing classroom – with particular 
focus on the introduction of a 
functional grammar syllabus into 
schools. Her research interests fo-
cus on teacher knowledge and ac-
tion in the English classroom espe-
cially where it relates to the devel-
opment of productive language 
use. Robyn also has an active re-
search interest in literacy and mul-
tiliteracies in postmodern times.  

 
♦ Lim Beng Soon  

[M.A. (Translating) 
(University of Sal-
ford). B.A. (Educ.) 
Hons.] (Science Uni-
versity of Malay-
sia)].   Beng Soon 
recently submitted 

his doctoral thesis entitled 
“Transfers of Politeness Strategies 
in Singapore English”, which was 
a study on transfers of politeness 
strategies amongst bi- a-
lay-English speakers in Singapore.   
His research interests include 

pragmatics, discourse strategies 
and Peranakan language and cul-

 
 
♦ Michael Vallance  

[MScCALL & TE-
SOL, BSc(Hons), 
PGCE, DTEFLA] 
 Michae l  has 
taught English in 
Japan (7 years), 
Italy (1 year), Ma-

laysia (1 year) and, most recently, 
Temasek Polytechnic (3 years). He 
specialises in Computer Aided 
Language Learning and has pre-
sented at MICELT, RELC, CAL-
ICO and AUC 2000. He is cur-
rently evaluating the effectiveness 

-developed internet re-
source for English language learn-
ers. Needless to say, his hobbies 

...  
 
♦ Neil Murphy 

[PhD. In English 
(Uni College Dub-
lin). MA in English 
(Uni College Gal-
way). BA English & 
History (Uni Col-
lege Galway)]  

Neil has taught in 
Ireland, Singapore and Lebanon, 
Most recently at American Univ of 
Beirut.Major research areas in-
clude contemporary Irish writing, 
Modernist and Postmodernist lit-
erature and the Novel. Previously 
published articles, reviews and 
short fiction in Irish and US jour-
nals and magazines. 

 
♦ Liu Xuelin  

[MA in Applied 
Linguistics, Na-
tional Institute of 
Education. Post-
graduate Dip in 
ELT, National Is-
titute of Education. 
Grad Dip in Eng-
lish, Yangzhou 

Teachers’ College; Dip in American 
Studies, Beijing Foreign Languages 

 Xuelin has been involved 
in teaching EFL/ESL and tea
training since 1980. Her research 
areas include language learning 
strategies, learner autonomy and 
metacognitive knowledge 
language learning. 
 
♦ Janet Holst  

[PhD , London..BA 
English & Education, 
Canterbury, NZ; 
Dip Tchg, NZ;  Cert 
Ed Deaf, NZ; Dip 
TEFL, London] 
For the last 10 
years Janet has 

worked at Victoria University, 
Wellington, NZ, managing the un-
dergraduate writing programme 
and teaching graduate courses in 
discourse stylistics and writing 
theory and  pedagogy in the 
School of Linguistics and Applied 
Language Studies. Previously, she 
worked in the English Dept,  
Massey University, NZ and  in the 
Education Dept , University of 
Papua New Guinea and at Goroka 
Teachers’ College.  She origina
trained  and worked as a primary 
school teacher  before becoming a 
teacher of the deaf and then a sec-
ondary English  teacher.  She has 
taught in schools in New Zealand, 
Solomon Islands, Papua New 
Guinea and Malta, and at Univer-
sity of the North, South Africa. 
She has published papers in stylis-
tics and language- p-
proaches to literature. Her aca-
demic interests are in discourse 
stylistics, writing theory and peda-
gogy, including  professional and 
workplace writing , and in literary 
theory and  pedagogy. 
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Faculty Happenings 
The following articles and papers 
were published and/or presented by 
faculty since the previous newsletter 

 
 
Christine Goh and Liu Xue Lin  
♦ (2000). Changing Environments, 

Changing Views: Insights from 
Four English Language Learners 
from China. HKBU Papers in Ap-
plied Language Studies, Volume 5. 

♦ (2000). Learning Environments and 
Metacognitive Knowledge about 
Language Learning. 
Journal of Applied Linguistics  

 

 
♦ (2001 Jan) In Step,  Primary 1 & 2 

Singapore: Pan Pacific Publications.   
 

Antonia Chandrasegaran  
♦ (2000). Cultures in contact in aca-

demic writing: Students' perceptions 
Asian Journal of 

English Language Teaching, 10, 
91-  

♦ (2000) An analysis of obliqueness 
in student writing. 
31 -  

♦ She presented a paper at the 5th 
English in Southeast Asia Confer-
ence in Perth, 6-8 December 2000. 
“Empowering NNSE postgraduate 
students for written academic dis-
course: An exploratory study of dis-

 
 

 
♦ (2000) Phonological aspects of 

reading and learning new vocabu-
lary. REACT, 2, 9-11.  

 
Ruth Wong  
♦ (2000). Celebrate English 1A, 1B, 

2A and 2B for Primary 2. Singa-
pore: Longman  

♦ (2000). Ho, Wah Kam & Wong, 
Ruth Y L (Eds) Language Policies 
and Language Education: The Im-
pact in East Asian Countries in the 

Singapore: Times 
Aca  

 

 

 
♦ (2001) R S presented a paper at 

AAAL, 2001 in St. Louis, February 
24, 2001.  “The reading lesson 
across international contexts: Singa-
pore and U.S.”, a co-

-Steele (NIE) and 
Nancy Hornberger (University of 

 
♦ (In press) Input, Output, and Nego-

tiation: Conditions for Second Lan-
guage Development. n-
ference Proceedings
Cas  

♦ (In Press) Hong, E. L., & Silver, R. 
E. The psychology of bilingual ac-
quisition: Its importance and impli-
cations for Singapore society.  In 
Tan, A. G., Goh, M., Law, E. (Eds.) 
Psychology in Singapore a-

 
 

 
♦ (2000). Giving and Receiving On-

line, Education , August/September, 
p.42.   

♦ (2000). Too Old to be Digital? , 
Education , October/November, 
p.34.  

♦ (2001). IT Meets the Chalk Board, 
, December/January, p.16 

 
Lawrence J. Zhang 
♦ (2000). A cannon of wider choice. 

Cambridge, UK: English Today, 16
(3), 55-60.  

♦ (2000). Uncovering Chinese ESL 
students’ reading anxiety in a study-

r-
nal of Language in Education, 3
120-  

♦ (2000). Research on metacognition 
and reading in a second language. 

 21-  
♦ (2000). ESL students’ language 

anxiety. Teaching and Learning, 21
(2), 51-62.  

♦ (2000). Shoot the white elephant 
with a cannon? The role of form-
focussed instruction in second lan-
guage acquisition. 1-8.  

♦ (2000). Metacognition in L2 read-
ing literacy acquisition: The case of 
ten Chinese tertiary students learn-
ing to read EFL. In A. Brown (Ed.), 

English in Southeast Asia 1999: 
Developing Multiliteracies -
96). Singapore: NIE, NTU.  
 

 
♦ Presented joint  papers with (1) 

David Deterding at the 5th English 
in Southeast Asia Conference, 6-8 
December 2000, University of Cur-
tin: "Recent Research in the pro-
nunciation of English in Singapore: 
Implications for the classroom"  

♦ (2) With Nora Samosir (VPA): De-
signing a pronunciation checklist as 
a diagnostic of oral proficiency: the 
case of the EPT in Singapore.  

♦ (2000) She presented a co-authored 
p a p e r  w i t h  E s t h e r  G r a b e  
(Cambridge Uni) on: "Phrase-final 
lengthening in varieties of English: 
implications for intonational label-
ling" at the Workshop on the Analy-
sis of Varieties of English Intona-
tion and Prosody (WAVE.ip) work-
shop held at the Victoria University 
of Wellington, New Zealand, 12-14 

 
 

 
♦ (2001): Tailoring Reflection to Indi-

Journal of Education 
  Teaching (JET), 21/1.  

♦ (2001)—With George Jacobs-Using 
the Concept of paradigm Shift to 
Understand and Implement Change 
in Second Language Education, 

-  
♦ He presented a paper at the Hong 

International Conference in 
Language Education (ILEC, 
The Impact of the Methods 
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Why did the first mod-
ern, industrialized society desire 
what it conceived to be the 
“primitive” and the rural? This 
is the central question I examine 
in Culture, Empire, and the 
Question of Being Modern 
(Lanham, Md.: Lexington, in 
press). The colonial modernity 
that emerged from the metropole 
is often conceived of as a global 
civilizing mission that is an ex-
tension of a “general” moder-
nity. One result is that the colo-
nizer may be thought to be an 
unproblematic participant in a 
project of Enlightenment 
thought, in which a social form 

-
society and liberty. This book 
explores the dissonance between 
the related categories of 

“colonial modernity”, when ele-
ments within English culture are 
drawn to transculturate versions 
of the “primitive” into the idea 
and practices of a “tradition
ruralism. Through readings of 
Charles Kingsley, Rudyard 
Kipling, T. S. Eliot and V. S. 
Naipaul that keep track of the 

s’ larger politico-
historical contexts, I argue that 

- s-
course” that emerged in the 
1850s was shaped by the literal 
and abstract body project of a 
masculinized imperial primitiv-
ity “discovering” a primitive en-
ergy at the periphery thought 
lost in England. Ironically, as in 
Western anthropological analy-

-
English “culture” and “nature” 
become imbricated: National-
imperial discourse was one al-

ter  formation of a non-
monolithic modern in which the 
p r imi t ive  seen  as  the  
“traditional” and the local was a 

-
 

The book ends with the 
investigation of a “modern”, 

-colonial Singapore na-
-cultural discourse that re-

works many of the tropes dis-
cussed, though claiming for 

-
Asian/Confucian modernity. The 
Asian economic crisis of 1997 

lization” make more 
urgent the need to investigate 

the ambiguities within Western 
industrial modernity in the 
seemingly confident, liberal 
Victorian era, a liberalism now 
re-surfaced as an economic neo-
liberalism. Was the commitment 
to a progressive, bourgeois liber-
alism all that universal? Or have 
we forgotten older English 

-cultural debates over these 
questions? What are the vicissi-
tudes yet continuities entailed in 
the genealogy of a “primitively” 
creative masculinity that ranges 
from Thomas Carlyle through 
Kingsley to the neo-
toughness of Senior Minister 
Lee Kuan Yew? Is the moment 

-colonial independence 
dividing moment some 

take it to be? 
Note: 
The manuscript was 

completed with the assistance of 

study leave granted by NIE-
NTU. Thanks go to Assoc. Pro-
fessor Oliver Seet, then in the 
capacity of Acting Dean of the 
School of Arts, for his support 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 
Development and Culture in 
Southeast Asia 
 
                It has become less easy 
to understand economic devel-
opment as a process in which 
“traditional” societies become 
modernized and rationalized as a 
unilinear transformational proc-
ess of the world. This process, it 
is often thought, started from 

-century Europe and went 
-Second World War 

The result of this process 
was that the cultures of all new-
comers were increasingly made 
“the same”, or culturally ho-

 
The Japanese experience, 

important as the first industrial-
ized Asian society, has not been 
completely assimilable into this 
process of homogenization in 
terms of its values or social 

ctures. The “unique Japan” 
hypothesis came about, in which 
Japanese tradition, instead of be-
ing seen as retrograde, was 
trumpeted as a vessel for eco-
nomic development. 

The economic rise of 
East Asia and the newer South-
east Asian Tigers led to variants 
of the “unique Japan” hypothe-
sis. One such variant was the 
Confucianist model. The values 
of an underlying common cul-
ture, it was argued, fostered the 
virtues of austerity, harmony 
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and group orientation, hard 
work and a submissive attitude 
towards authority, contributing 
to rapid growth. The entry of 

- o-
cieties then led to further modi-
fications. Now, it was argued, 
you could see a generalized 
(pan-)Asian values system – 
representing, some claimed, an 
Asian modernity for a New 
Asia – that had contributed to 
economic growth.  

The detractors saw such 
arguments as ideological tools 
used to justify authoritarian 
politics, and the 1997 Asian 
economic crisis only height-
ened the controversy surround-
ing the “Asian values” dis-
course. While ideological di-
mensions incontestably exist, it 
is of significance that 

– conceived of here 
as a society’s value systems 

aditions notionally 
separable from political rheto-

– is now a part of the dis-
cussion as to what is entailed in 
rapid economic development, 
and of understanding the suc-
cess and the difficulties of the 
new Asian capitalisms. 

It is also important, at 
the same time, not to go over-
board and say that there is 
nothing universal in economic 
development. The Asian desire 
for capitalism can be read a de-
sire for the universal, even if a 
qualified one. However, capi-
talism is neither disembodied 
nor disembedded from its 
Asian contexts, and this tension 
between the universal and the 

– -
into another (now clichéd) di-

chotomy, the “global” and the 
– is one we should be 

 
The above represent the 

central questions in a book 
Local Cultures 

and the “New Asia”: The State, 
Culture and Capitalism in 

n-
stitute of Southeast Asian Stud-
ies, in press). The chapters in it 
examine the relationship be-
tween local cultures and eco-
nomic development in the re-
gion through the “East Asian 
Miracle” years. The studies as-

sume that how though the logic 
– especially, since 

the 1980s in its “neo-
– can be outlined, 

local conditions will dictate 
that capitalism will spread in 
ways not entirely consonant 
with its various Western ori-

 
The embedding of capi-

talism in general is
is often wrought at great human 
and cultural costs. Earlier de-
ba tes  r ega rd ing  “neo-
colonialism” and “dependency 
theory” indicate the resistances 
to development. Recent cultural 
studies and cultural anthropo-
logical work have sensitized us 
to media, environment, gender 
and identity struggles as they 
shape current debates over the 

rability of transnational 
capital flows and foreign direct 
investment (FDI). Such work 

remind us that capitalism is a 
orm with practices and 

demands, to which the ways of 
life of the society that desires it 
will need to adapt. 

Local Cultures and 
 seeks, first, to 

comprehend better not only 
how states (from “on top”, as it 
were) may attempt to re-
local cultures to fit capitalism’s 

l specificities, but also, 
second, how (from “the bot-
tom”, as it were) local cultures 
either may resist or
development process. Alterna-
tively, something that is simul-

- and re-
sistance may transpire in order 
for a particular culture or cul-
tural form to survive and gain 
“space” in the wake of eco-
nomic restructuring. With the 
awareness of ,  f i rs t ,  a  
“globalizing” world, where 
there seems less choice not
develop via the e -

- t-
tern that has become dominant, 
and second, at the same time, 
the dangers of moving too 
quickly into development, 
which may result in the suffer-
ing of the various Asian econo-
mies in the closing years of the 
1990s, it is time to take stock of 
the forces that connected with a 
desire for rapid economic de-
vel  
 

By 
 

C.J.W.-L. Wee, ELL 
 
 

Literature and Culture in Southeast 
Asia (continued) 



By Mary Ellis 
BackgroundBackground  

After completion of the 
PRC CSP program, all students go 
on to complete a degree (usually 

NTU. The Communication Skills 
Programme for People's Republic 
of China (PRC) carried out a ma-
jor revision of its curriculum to 
see if it was meeting the needs of 
these students. In order to carry 
out this review of the pr
feedback was sought from the stu-
dents, and the instructors. This 
also included  a review of admin-
istrative procedures within the 
pro  

As a result several changes 
were implemented. These were 
some of the most extensive cur-
ricular developments that have 
been made in the programme since 

 
  

One result was a new 
course: Introduction to
Skills which replaced the Inte-
grated Communication Skills 
course. (See Mark Wilkinson's ar-
ticle, New IT Skills Course for 
PRC Scholars in the previous ELL 
Newsletter). 

Another new course, 
CSP102 Academic Oral Commu-
nication Skills was developed by 
(and is also coordinated by) Tom 
Patterson. This course combines 
listening and speaking and re-
sulted in the increase of the total 
hours from nine to twelve. 

Another major change that 
resulted from the review was a 

n the content of certain 
courses. For example, follow up 
studies of our students who had 
gone on to NTU have indicated 

ening was very important 

for their future success in univer-
sity. However, they found practic-

-taking to be unnecessary 
as lecture notes were given to 
them by the lecturers. Conse-
quently, the review indicated a 
need for more of an emphasis on 
listening activities.  

Additionally, even though 
the students indicated that speak-
ing was a relatively low frequency 
activity during their NTU studies, 
they nevertheless felt a need to im-
prove this skill.  As a result more 
emphasis was given to a variety of 
live and recorded discourse types 
(conversations, discussions, lec-
tures, interviews, commentaries, 

etc.) to help raise speaking and lis-
tening proficiency of the students.  
Also, students are now given the 
opportunity to listen to and speak 
on a wider variety of t  
 In addition to the changes 
in the content of some of the 
courses, the materials were also 
reviewed as to their appropriate-
ness. Over the years the pro-

built up a large col-
lection of commercial as well as 
in-house materials. These materi-
als  include course-
and tapes (over 10 sets of text-
books are available in complete 
class sets),  films and TV shows 

with customized dialogue activi-
ties, and documentary films of a 
m o r e  t e c h n i c a l  n a t u r e .    
 Course projects were also 
changed. Courses now utilize 

tions. While the 
group presentation at midterm and 
a final individual presentation help 
integrate research with public 
speaking skills, course develop-
ment in these projects has moved 
toward more of an across the cur-
riculum type of cooperation 
among all the courses within the 

 
Results of the ChangesResults of the Changes  

The student feedback on 
nges that were introduced 

in this course indicate not only 
that they enjoy the class more than 
before, but that they also (over 
91%) thought that their English  
had improved.  Moreover,  the 
course instructors indicated that 
they were happy with the chang
One of the more visible positive 
effects of the changes in the 
course was evident at the gradua-
tion ceremony held at the end of 
the PRC Programme last June 
where a representative from each 
each class delivered a short 
speech. A number of academic 
staff commented on the noticeable 
improved English fluency  of the 
student speakers. 

Innovative Listening and Speaking 
lars 

Over the years the pro-
gramme has built up a 
large collection of com-
mercial as well as in-
house materials. 
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B  
Three ELL Brown Bag 

sessions were conducted by four 
ELL staff members during the 
July, 2000 term. The first session 
was held in August. Rita Silver 
led a discussion on some of the 
recent research on second lan-
guage learning through interac-
tion and it's potential pedagogical 
implications in Singaporean class-
rooms. Audience participation in-
cluded trying out some communi-
cation games that can be used in 
classroom teaching and research. 
Subsequently, everyone partic i-
pated  in a lively discussion of 
what these types of tasks provide 
(do not provide) for language 
learners and whether or not re-
search findings can impact peda-
gogical decisions. 

In September Siew Koon 
Yio and Peter Gu gave abbrevi-
ated versions of papers they had 
presented at recent British Coun-
cil sponsored conferences. Peter 

was in Thailand at a conference 
on IT in ELT, and Siew Koon 
was in Taiwan at a conference re-
lated to Young English Language 

 
Paul Doyle met with the 

staff in the Multimedia room for 
an interactive demonstration
ICE Cup and it's corpus utility 

program. He demonstrated how 
the program works, discussed 
possible uses within our NIE 
teaching and research, and gave 
us time to try it out for ourselves. 
Everyone was actively engaged in 
seeing what the program could 
do. 

During January, the 

Brown Bag sessions continued 
with several presentations from 

n literature and more 
information on what is coming up 
in IT and education. Pat Wong 
presented on January 31st. Re-
flecting her interest in multicul-
turalism, her title was "Looking at 
Bartleby the Scrivener through 
Mitsue Yamada's poem 'Looking 
Out': a session on multicultural-
ism, Melville, autism and wha t-
ever else you want it to be."  

In February  Phillip 
Towndrow discussed some ideas 
on the role of collaboration in the 

 production of on-
English language learning materi-
als. In March, Robert Yeo will 
present "The Politics of Theater 

-- i-
ence." He'll share his personal ex-
periences as a play writer with ex-
amples from his work. This pres-
entation will coincide with the 
publication of the trilogy of his 

 

Brown Bag Lunches at ELL 
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Dr Sandra Lee McKay is a full professor at San Francisco State 
University where she has taught in the graduate program in teach-
ing English as a second language since 1976.  She received her mas-
ter’s degree in American Studies and her doctoral degree in Eng-
lish education from the university of Minnesota. She has written 11 
books and numerous articles on language teaching methodology, lit-
eracy education and language minorities in the United States. She 
served as editor of the TESOL Quarterly, a major journal in the 

-1999. She has been awarded four teaching and re-
search Fulbright grants, working in Hong Kong, Uruguay, England 
and most recently in Chile. She is currently completing a book enti-
tled Teaching English as an International language: Rethinking 
Goals and Approaches published by Oxford University Press. We 
are delighted to have such a world famous scholar as a visiting fac-
ulty member at ELL (ed.) 

Distinguished Visiting Faculty  
Member at ELL 



Page 8 

ELLTA(S) Picture Gallery 

Guest-of-Honour, Mrs Rebecca Mok exchanging 
pleasantries with the Guest Speaker, Assoc Prof 

Geoffrey Williams  

One of the workshops following the plenary 
 

Advisor, A/P Rita Skuja- -of-
Honour, Mrs Rebecca Mok, Interim President, 

A/P Oliver Seet, Committee Member, Miss Car o-
line Ho (left to right) 

Key members of the very first English Language Teach-
ers' Association formed in 1966 - Mr Lim Poh Cheng, 

Mr Lim Kim Hee and Mr Chia Meng Ann, the first 
ident (left to right) 

A snapshot of the VIPs and members of the audience who came for the launch 
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Stargazers will tell 
you that there are 
signs and portents 

in the sky that foretell 
the birth of an impor-
tant body or personage. 
The signs of the times, 
in other words, some-
times foreshadow the 
coming of a person of 
note. 

ELLTA(S), our 
progeny, I believe was 
conceived in a dry year 
when the times seemed 
to indicate the need for 
such a professional body 
and no less a ‘star’ than 
the Prime Minister him-
self pointed out the 
need for timely action 
to be taken to arrest 

the apparent decay in 
the standards of spoken 
English. I believe ELLTA
(S) is our professional 
response to this call for 
action. 

I suppose the par-
entage of a baby is also 
of importance in some 
circles; ELLTA(S) can 
indeed boast that it 
comes  from noble 
stock. It could not have 
done better than to 
have been conceived by 
ELL where such a rich 
heritage of scholarship 
and learning resides.  

Besides bei ng 
well-born, the birth of 
ELLTA(S) was also cele-
brated by no less than 

300 members and by 
other distinguished or-
ganizations on 21 Octo-
ber 2001.  

I believe all of us 
would like to wish  
ELLTA(S) well as it be-
gins its first year of op-
eration. Its success, 
however, really depends 
on the support it re-
ceives and we look to 
you as a true profes-
sional to give it the sup-
port it needs. 
 
With appreciation, 
Assoc Prof Oliver Seet 
Interim President 
ELLTA(S) 
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by Mrs Rosemary Allen 
 

Over 300 teachers   
attended the launch and stayed af-
ter the tea break to discuss their 
views about future directions for 
ELLTA(S).  This session was ar-
ranged because the Steering Com-
mittee felt very strongly that the 
way forward should come from 
the membership, according to 
their perceptions. Teachers were 
asked to respond to five questions.  
First, participants were asked to 
identify the special interest groups 
(SIGs) they felt wo
valuable to them.  The next two 
questions focused on the current 
perceived needs of Singaporean 
teachers and how the
needs could be met.  Finally they 
were asked what they hoped 
ELLTA(S) could do for them next 
year and what they saw
own role as a member of ELLTA

 
 Not unexpectedly -
the advent of a new English Lan-
guage Curriculum on the hori-

- how to teach grammar using 
text types and how to use litera-
ture in the classroom, featured 
high in the list of responses to 
question one for all groups.  Also 
popular was the suggestion t
special interest group for develop-
ing resources to meet the needs of 
the new curriculum would be very 
popular.  The multicultural nature 
of the Singaporean school popula-
tion obviously prompted a call for 
the formation of a specialist Eng-
lish as a Second Language (ESL) 
group to be formed. Help in pro-

viding special programs for gifted 
and talented students was identi-
fied as another area of need. Fur-
ther suggestions for SIGs featured 
areas of the creative arts such as 
storytelling, poetry, language 
through music and drama.  T
was also a strong interest shown 
in developing research projects in 
the Singapore context, as well as 
Information Technolog
effect on language teaching
reading and writing across the 

 for teachers who teach 
subjects other than E  

 The opportunity to share 
their thoughts was obviously ap-
preciated by participants, as their 
responses to question two pointed 
to a need and a strong recommen-
dation that teachers be given the 
opportunity to share lesson plans, 
schemes of work, exam papers, 
experiences, successful strat
and to pool their resources. This 
sharing was seen as important be-
tween all schools: mainstream, 
English as a Foreign or Second 
Language, International and Ma-
lay schools.  A grammar resource 
reference center or item bank 
were two further suggestions put 
forward and teachers felt that pro-

fessional development through 
seminars; workshops and videos 
offering practical help for teachers 
were also urgently required, espe-
cially in the area of using litera-
ture to teach English language. 
Poetry was flagged as an area that 
teachers felt they needed to know 
more about. The groups also con-
sidered that the launching of writ-
ing competitions for students 
would provide extra motivation 
and stimulate the need for pupils 
to write well.  Assistance for be-
ginning teachers was included as 
another area of need. 

 How then did the member-
ship view ELLTA(S) as meeting 
these needs?  Many excellent sug-
gestions, shown in the box below, 
were put forward. The ELLTA(S) 
Committee was asked to provide: 
 
 

•    major workshops 
and seminars and 
forums 

�    a regular newslet-
ter 

�    relevant publica-
tions based on 
needs 

�    examples of good 
practice 

�    web-page support 
�    a grammar re-

source and refer-
ence center 

�    a bank of grammar 
items 

�    supplementary cur-

Launching into the Future:  The 
Role of the English Language and 
Literature Teachers Association 
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riculum materials   
�    web-page support 
�    a showcase for 

teachers 
�    opportunities to 

observe expert 
teachers in               
action 

�    social functions 
�    publishing con-

tacts for teach-
ers 

�    CD-ROM develop-
ment  

�    access to policy 
makers 

�    networks for dia-
logue between 
teachers, parents 
and other parties 

�    overseas semi-
nars for teachers 

�    book clubs and 
field trips for 
teachers 

�    opportunities for 
creative writing 

�    known authors to 
talk to teachers 

�    student awards 
for projects 

 
          Some of the more un-
usual requests to the question 
of, “What do you hope ELLTA
(S) can do for you”,  included:  
publishing a book entitled What 
Makes My English Teacher 
Spe – submissions to be 
made by students; identifying 
the family who has the most 
members (across generations) 
teaching English language in 
Singapore; staging plays for 
teachers by teachers; poetry re-

citals and teacher inter-school 
debates; provide short-term, 
summer scholarships and 
teacher exchange projects for 
outstanding teachers and also 
some fun awards.  The most 
popular response to this ques-
tion was for ELLTA(S) to ap-
ply to have the teacher develop-
ment programs run by the As-
sociation, recognized by the 
Ministry of Education.  Teach-
ers also expressed a desire to 
take part in a National Book 
Week festival, organized by 
ELLTA(S).  Ties between the 
National Library Board and 
ELLTA(S) will cater for the re-

quest that the NLB provide 
talks on motivating children to 
read.  While establishing ties 
with the International school 

essential, if the popular 
request that “ we’d like to 
know what is happening in dif-
ferent schools and international 
schools” is to be realized.  Spe-
cific strategies such as Readers’ 
Theatre and choral speaking 
were also mentioned, as well as 
sharing research project infor-

 
          With the myriad of de-
sires we suspected teachers 
would express, the ELLTA(S) 
steering Committee members 
were hoping teachers would re-
spond positively to the final 
question, by offering to take a 

significant role in the develop-
ment of any of the suggested 
ELLTA(S) special interest pro-
grams.  We were not disap-
pointed.  Many teachers ex-
pressed a desire to help contrib-
ute to ELLTA(S) development 
both as a volunteer worker and 
as a participant.  There was a 
willingness to contribute mate-
rials to any publication for 
ELLTA(S); carry out classroom 
research; help with publicity; 
talk openly about critical is-
sues; urge others to join; run 
workshops; stand for a position 
on the Executive Committee; 
recommend good resources for 

- e-
cial interest committees and 
help link up with other stake-
holders such as the British 
Council and RELC. 
          Our membership has 
provided us with ideas for the 
way forward and we are 
pleased to report that the 
ELLTA(S) Committee has al-
ready addressed a number of 
these priorities and is forging 
ahead with planning to meet 
the interests and needs ex-
pressed by teachers.  Keep an 
eye on this column for further 

 

 

  

is on the 
web at: 
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html 
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exemplify e-moderators’ qualities and 
roles, participants’ experiences and 
training issues. Central to Salmon’s 

online behaviour is 
Chapter 2, where a model for CMC 
education and training is proposed. 
Five progressive stages of online en-
gagement are described covering as-
pects of access and motivation, online 
socialisation, information exchange, 
knowledge construction and learner 
development. Part
builds on the framework presented in 
the first part and contains a wide-
range of clearly presented resources 
for online practitioners to dip into. 

One of the many topics of 
interest raised by Salmon concerns 
how to deal with online “lur
“browsers”; that is, participants who 
read conference messages but do not 
contribute to discussions. Clearly such 

iour can be frustrating for e-
moderators who want to encourage an 
exploratory attitude online. Salmon 
considers a number of scen
could account for lurking (e.g. techni-
cal difficulties, fear of expressing per-
sonal opinions and reluctance to re-
peat previously mentioned ideas or 
opinions) and offers some good prac-
tical advice for promoting learner en-
gagement in computer- n-
ferences. Nonetheless, one is left hop-
ing for a more detailed analysis of 
lurking as an instance of what might 

By Philip Towndrow 
 
Title: E-Moderating: The Key 
to Teaching and Learning 
Online 
Author: Gilly Salmon 
Publisher/date: Kogan Page 
Ltd., London, 2000 
ISBN 0-7494-3110-5 180 pages 

 
 
This publication is 
timely. It comes at the 
stage in the evolution 
of digital education 
where pioneering work 
is being reflected upon 
for the greater good of 

those teachers and learners who want 
to extract the maximum benefit from 

-
(CMC). Essentially, e- n-
volves teachers presiding over elec-
tronic online meetings and confer-
ences and Salmon’s approach is to 
show how the pitfalls of CMC can be 
avoided when the strengths of the me-
dium are understood and student-
teacher expectations are aligned from 
the outset of a course. 

The book is organised into 
two parts. Part 1 consists of six chap-
ters describing key concepts in e-
moderation. Case studies are used to 

maladaptive online learn v-
iours. For example, a learner’s previ-
ous experiences might be responsible 
for an attitude where the fear of fail-
ure in an online task is so strong that 
it disables the learner from moving 
towards the construction of knowl-
edge through collaboration with col-
leagues. Effective e-moderators would 
need, therefore, to be aware that there 
might be contexts in which non-
participation is mo -
online socialisation issue. 

Having said that, I consider 
Salmon’s book to be a significant con-
tribution to the digital education lit-
erature. This book should be read by 
all CMC practitioners and will be par-
ticularly useful for teaching staff who 
find that their jobs have suddenly 
been expanded to include online du-
ties. The book will also enlighten edu-
cational policymakers on the com-
plexities of teaching online and 
should be used as a reference by all 
the major stakeholders in education 
interested in maintain
possible standards of teaching online. 

Book Review 
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