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By Ms Noor Suzanne 
bte Nasir 

The English 
Language & Literature 
Teachers Association 
(Singapore) held their 
first Annual General 
Meeting at the Board-
room of the Metropolitan 
YMCA on the afternoon 
of 28th July 2001. Al-
though the weather was 
not favourable and some 
members were unable to 
attend, the meeting went 
smoothly. Thirty people 
came to witness and wel-
come the election of the 
new Executive Commit-
tee.  

                 Dr Low Ee Ling 
began with a very 
enlightening speech on 
“Features of Singapore 
English Pronunciation 
And Their Effect on In-
ternational Intelligibil-
ity.” Ms Boon Leng 
Choo, from the National 
Library Board, then 
spoke to us about the 
“Asian Children’s Festi-
val” which will be con-
ducted in November.  
                 The event was 
tinged with sadness as 
ELLTA(S) bid farewell 
to A/P Oliver Seet, who 
stepped down as Presi-
dent. He likened his lead-

ership of ELLTA(S) to 
that of Captain Kirk of 
the Starship Enterprise! 
He wished the Associa-
tion well and hoped that 
they “would boldly go 
where no man had gone 
before”. 

The Pro -tem 
Executive Committee, 
2000-2001, wish to thank 
all ELLTA(S) members 
for their support. The 
New Committee look for-
ward to working with 
them in the coming 
months. The following 
people were elected to 
the respective offices: 
 

The English Language & Literature Teachers’ The English Language & Literature Teachers’ 
Association (Singapore) Annual General Association (Singapore) Annual General 

MeeMeetting 2001ing 2001  
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New Faculty at ELL 

E L L  N E W S 

♦ Sim Wai Chew   
 
* PhD in progress 
* PGDE (NIE)  
* BA (University of East An-
glia, UK)  
  
 
 

Wai Chew taught literature and the General Paper at a 
junior college for three years and worked as a financial 
journalist for another three before embarking on his 
doctoral studies/research at the University of Warwick 
(UK). His dissertation examines the work of Anglo-
Japanese author Kazuo Ishiguro.  
 
 

♦ Leong Ping, Alvin  
 
* PhD [NUS],  
* MA [NUS],  
* BA [Hons] [NUS]. 
 
 
 

Alvin recently obtained his PhD from the National 
University of Singapore [NUS] under a research schol-
arship.  His doctoral research focused on the message 
structure of the English clause, and led him to propose 
a cognitive psychological model of theme and rheme.  
His research interests are in systemic functional gram-
mar, psycholinguistics, and hypertext theory.  Prior to 
joining the NIE, Alvin taught at the NUS as a Teaching 
Fellow. 

Faculty Togetherness at ELL 

The English Language & Literature 
AG found a new meaning of team-
work and togetherness with the an-
nouncement of the engagement of 
two faculty members recently at a fac-
ulty lunch: Low Ee ling (2nd from 
right) and Lim Beng Soon (3rd from 
right)! We wish them all the best in 
their future (Ed.) 

The engagement cake! 
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Faculty Happenings 
The following articles and papers 
were published and/or presented by 
faculty since the previous newsletter 
(from April 2001) [ed] 
 
Robyn Cox 
♦ Published: “Investigating gender 

and literacy in an Islamic context.” 
Muslim Education Quarterly, 17, 4.  

♦ “Talking with students can reveal 
scientific aspects of cultural knowl-
edge: The Australian South Sea Is-
landers.” Language, Culture and 
Curriculum 14. 

♦ Robin presented the following pa-
pers: “Academic Literacy practices 
in a multilingual higher-education 
context”, with Hajah Rosnah Haji 
Ramly, Dr. Mukul Saxena, James 
McLellan) at the Plurilingual Hubs 
in the New Millennium Conference, 
Hong Kong Polytechnic University, 
9th to 12th  January 2001.  

♦ “Global Postgraduates: The chang-
ing nature of supervision process 
and practice”, with Fehring, H and 
Emmitt, M at The Eight Interna-
tional Literacy and Educational 
Research Network Conference, 6th-
8th July 2001 in Spetses, Greece.  

 
Phyllis Chew 
♦ “Cultural diversity and its implica-

tions to language teaching and 
learning: a case study of Singa-
pore.” In William Littlewood (ed.), 
HKBU Papers in Applied Linguis-
tics Studies, 5, 1 - 19.  With Toh 
Weng Choy: (2001), Better Gram-
mar with Longman,  Singapore: 
Longman.  (A series of text and ac-
tivity books for lower primary).  

 
Thomas Farrell 
♦ Presented: “Reflecting on Reflec-

tive Practice”: Plenary Session Pa-
per delivered at the 2001 Seminar: 
English for Communicative Pur-
poses—Theory and Practice. 
Dhurakijpundit University, Bang-
kok, Thailand.  

♦ He published: “Teacher Socializa-
tion During the Practicum.” Pros-
pect: the Australia TESOL Journal, 

16 (1): 49-62.  
♦ “Critical Friendships: colleagues 

helping each other develop.” Eng-
lish Language Teaching Journal 
(ELTJ)   

♦ “Teaching Reading Strategies: ‘It 
takes time!’” Reading in a Foreign 
Language, 13(2).  

 
Christine Goh 
♦ Published: "Discourse intonation of 

English in Malaysia and Singapore:
implications for teaching and wider 
communication." RELC Journal, 
32, 1, 

♦ Christine was invited to join the 
Editorial Advisory Board of Lan-
guage Teaching Research (UK).  

 
Low, Ee Ling  
♦ Published (with Grabe, E and 

Nolan, F): “Quantitative Characteri-
sations of Speech Rhythm: Sylla -
ble-Timing in Singapore English.” 
Language and Speech 43 (4), 377-
401.  

 
Noor Suzanne Nasir  
♦ Presented a workshop at Teachers' 

Network Conference, in Suntec 
City, Singapore: “Introducing non-
fiction in the lower-primary class-
room.”  

 
Emmeline Payne  
♦ Presented a paper at Teachers' Net-

work Conference, in Suntec City, 
Singapore entitled: "Choosing Non-
Fiction for the Primary Classroom.”  

 

Anthony Seow 
♦ presented two joint CAA papers 

with Chew Lee Chin and Luo 
Guanzhong entitled: "CAA Valida-
tion in NIECELT and Some Peda-
gogical Issues in Question Design 
and Content of an Innovative 
Cloze" and  

♦ "Linking and Anchoring Tech -
niques in Test Equating Using the 
Rasch Model" respectively at the 
5th International Computer Assisted 
Assessment Conference, Loughbor-
ough University, U.K., 2-3 July 

2001. Both papers have been pub-
lished in the Proceedings of the 
Conference at Loughborough Uni-
versity, pp. 447-458 and 273-283. 

 
Vanithamani Saravanan 
♦ Published: “The significance of bi-

lingual Chinese, Malay and Tamil 
children’s English network patterns 
on community language use pat-
terns.” Early Child  Development 
and Care,16, 6 , 81-91.  

♦ “Indians in multilingual and multi-
cultural settings: Tamil education in 
Singapore.” Challenges facing the 
Singapore education system today. 
246-256 

 
Phillip Towndrow 
♦ Published: What’s in a Name?, 

Education, February / March, p. 4.;  
♦ Teachers as Collaborators, Educa-

tion, April / May, p. 4;  
♦ Web Piracy, Education, June / July, 

p. 4;  
♦ The Role of Technology and Tech-

nology Training in Shaping Educa-
tional Policy: The Singapore Ex-
perience. In J. Tan, S. Gopinathan 
& Ho Wah Kam (Eds.), Challenges 
Facing the Singapore Education 
System Today. Singapore: Prentice 
Hall.  

 
Lawrence J. Zhang  
♦ Published: “Nurturing reader auton-

omy.” Guidelines, 23, 1, 36-40.  
♦ “My inner voice is telling me: Stu-

dents’ inner voice as metacognition 
about language learning.” REACT, 
20, 1, 12-19.  

♦ “Exploring variability in language 
anxiety: Two groups of PRC stu-
dents learning ESL in Singapore.” 
RELC Journal, 32, 1. 
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By Neil Murphy 
 
From a work-in-progress 

 
It was the year miracle 

flowers bloomed out of sea-
son - blinding fuchsia, heart-
breaking bluebells with a hint 
of springtime remembered, and 
rampant rhododendron unfold-
ing red wings along the lake's 
shoreline. The year the coast-
line changed with each new 
day, each new cast of light. All 
seemed unfinished, unbegun. A 
year like any other. Refusals to 
die everywhere. 
In glistening hedgerows after 
rain.  
On proud mountains against 
dark skies. 
In the heart. 

All day Jack had steered 
the rowing boat along invisible 
fishing routes. Only he could 
see them, he smiled to himself, 
glancing at other boats bobbing 
along on the opposite end of 
the lake. Years earlier an an-
cient man had shown him the 
best set of currents, speaking 
with his eyes and the curved 
flick of a rod. Dead now, and 
not even a face remains. Jack 
could think only of dancers 
when he tried to recall him, of 
twirls and amazing pirouettes. 
Nothing more. Held in the eter-
nal ease of water, the predic t-
able sway of the boat brought 
immense calm to him. Soaring 
rooks wheeled in dumb show, 
reminding him of something he 
couldn’t name. Like a half-
remembered dream.  The living 
rhythm gradually held him 
closer as the day revealed itself 

to him. 
E a r l i e r ,  s i t t ing in 

dawnlight, the heart barely 
awake, he had watched 
Julianne float from bedroom to 
bathroom, cloaked in glowing 
white as morning held her 
semi - conscious body. It 
seemed so long ago. How much 
between them had become 
habit, he wondered? Her fare-
well kiss, just habit? Her 
cracked face the face of habit? 
Words were unnecessary to 
him but she needed them still. 
Her eyes said so during those 
crucified moments of absent 
words and shining pain.  
            Was she still beautiful? 

If she wasn't it was his failure, 
not hers. Even those lakes lose 
their beauty if I close my eyes. 
Trying to visualize an idea of 
their lives together disturbed 
him. Bright days - dream days 
too. And dark days.  
The darkest days imaginable. 

The wound. Passing 
through the heart once again is 
that image never discussed. 
The first time. The first splash 
of blood, redder than any ever 
seen, drying already on that 
cheap yellow blouse bought in 
Oxfam for 50 pence. A corn-
field sunset. A fist glaring 
back, accusing. Despairing 
London sunshine outside join-

ing in a chorus of reprimand. 
And the heart gone mad. 
Again, again, again.  

The first time too I 
knew the damage I could do. 
Later I realized the wounds 
were really of a different 
kind - dark lacerations that 
would never heal. The invisible 
gauze of womanhood never de-
serting you.  
Why are you doing this, why? 
Lets go away together, some-
where. 

 Refrain of those deso-
late days. And again and again 
until I knew the gauze would 
remain always. That first stain 
now invisible to the eye. Some-
where beyond words, in that 
place before thoughts congeal, 
I knew you were gone. Always 
afterwards half - hidden by a 
veil of estrangement. Your face 
shaped in a new, terrible ex-
pression. You had become 
someone else, after all. 

The Faint. Your face was 
ancient death. My heart stop-
ping in stages. Your eyes slip-
ping elsewhere. Never known 
such aloneness. 

You in the land of Angels 
and I with fumbling stumps for 
hands, powerless to revive you. 
My mind leaden, shut out from 
the world you travelled in. 
Alone on the widest possible 
sea. Thought I would simply 
stop, simply end. The room 
turned yellow and curled up at 
the edges. Until you awoke and 
fell upwards into my arms. 

That was you a l-
ways - on the point of departure 
or return.  
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T h e  A n g e l s.  O n 
Dominick Street, in the town 
of Galway in the province of 
magical Connaught with black 
roofs shining after rain. Your 
swishing skirt hypnotizing. 
Ankles on pavements grown 
dry where you stepped. An-
gels, you see, stepped into the 
spaces you vacated. A glow-
ing trail following you until 
you were out of view.  
Once again.  

Nearer to the island than 
he should be, he raised the 
oars and turned the boat, 
slowly at first, then quicker, 
caught up in the racing breeze. 
Another boat slid by in silence 
as he raised his eyes in recog-
nition but the intent faces 
seemed not to notice him. His 
chest ached still from a cruel 
crack of an oar some time ago 
but the pain is almost manage-
able to him now. At the end of 
a life. Unfathomable that all 
those numberless days can 
lead to this, here, now.  

Flesh ripped by army 
belts. The best of leather, 
Paddy. The skin surrendering 
in layers. The word Belfast 
surfacing from childhood 
memories like dust hissing on 
seaside pavements in Novem-
b e r .  E n d l e s s  d e n i-
als - lies - surrenders. The 
only light within. Never more 
alive than in the bruised 
dawnlight of a Derry alley-
way, everything finally lost. 
The oar whipped cruelly at his 
side, rebuke to the life 
within - the fossilized life, 
Pain has a texture, a reality 
unlike all else. First reminder 

of final aloneness. When they 
cut away half his stomach he 
learned that. So he drank the 
next time to kill whatever re-
mained. It could have ended 
there, in Camden or beautiful, 
battered Brixton, his mouth 
shaped in a foolish grin that he 
had never used in his life. 
Again he tore at the water, his 
thin arms disguised beneath 
the waxed coat, and headed 
for the back of the island. The 
ghosts of all those yesterdays 
winging along beside him. 
Christ, so real he could see 
them. Returning to the streets 

of youth nearly finished him at 
first. All the faces aged horri-
bly. And the young imitating 
those that came before in so 
many ways. The bright face of 
his own nephew a sharp famil-
iar pain in dying light. 

The greed of a greedy 
town stricken with self - im-
portance. The deluded grown 
fat on beef and Euro funny 
money. The existence of the 
horrible in every atom of the 
air, Marie once mutely 
screamed about another land-
scape of the heart, knowing 
too well that some streets 
never change.  

The beatings eventu-

ally stopped. He fished for 
brown trout that are pink when 
you split them open. On last 
legs he scrambled upright, 
snow blind and baffled - but 
nearly alive. Gave you hope-
less gifts of dead fish, most 
beautiful when ripped asun-
der. You wore mostly blue in 
those far - off days which can 
never come again. Bluer than 
the blue sailing boats we 
watched in Dingle bay on the 
ever - changing coast of those 
Summer days in the long ago. 
             He was nearer the is-
land than he'd ever been, too 
near. Black blades of rock 
pierced the water on either 
side. The pain threatened to 
split his skin. It seemed not to 
matter much on the serrated 
edges of a life that seemed no 
longer his. Nothing to do now 
but to visualize you once 
again failing upwards into my 
arms. Arms that held our chil-
dren, as though in a dream. 
They knew, of course, as they 
fled from me to you. No re-
prieve there. Politeness, yes, 
but when I died they wished it 
had been sooner, before they 
were too old to be free. Many 
kinds of death in a life. 
They're what finally do for 
you, not the expiring of the 
heart or lungs or the corrosion 
of flesh.  

He feels himself slip up-
wards into your arms.  The 
wind sings tunes he'd long for-
gotten and too late comes the 
knowledge that the endless 
dreams of other days are no 
different than today, tomorrow 
or forever. 

Jack(continued) 



Dr Robyn Cox & Dr Wee Bee 
Geok were recently awarded their 
Doctoral Degrees. We include 
both abstracts of their disserta-
tions. Congratulations! To you 
both! (Ed.) 
 
Knowledge about language: 
System and pedagogy 

Dr Robyn Cox 
 

                The study focused on the 
nexus between teacher’s knowledge 
about language and the teaching of 
writing in the upper primary class-
room. A review of research in the 
area yielded a range of theoretical 
and methodological perspectives, 
yet relatively little impacted directly 
on the central research questions. It 
seemed that research in the teaching 
of writing was subject to following 
methodological trends: initial re-
searcher attention was on the writ-
ten products of writing classrooms; 
this focus later changing to research 
into the writing process. Further-
more, adherence to these trends of-
ten resulted in research which failed 
to generate findings relevant to the 
practice community.  
             To elicit research findings 
relevant to the practice community, 
the research should sample real 
writing lessons conducted by real 
writing teachers. Furthermore, 
teachers' knowledge should be sam-
pled in an authentic a process as is 
possible. 
             The research questions were 
explored in the writing classrooms 
of ten teachers of Grade 5 and 6. 
Data in relation to writing lessons, 
teachers' knowledge and teacher re-
flection on the lesson were sampled. 
The probing of each teacher's ex-
plicit and implicit knowledge about 
language was undertaken. Inter-
views were conducted with each 
teacher where reflection on their 
lesson conducted was encouraged.  
             Data analysis perspectives 

included analysis of video data col-
lected of each lesson, transcripts of 
teacher interviews and examination 
of the explicit and implicit data 
collection procedures. The subse-
quent analysis of the writing les-
sons provided data that enabled 
comparisons of the characteristics 
of each writing lesson. This analy-
sis resulted in each teacher being 
assigned a dominant teacher role 
for the teaching of writing.  At a 
second level of analysis, the rela-
tionship between the writing 
teacher role and the teacher's lan-
guage knowledge was made. These 
analyses, combined with the quali-
tative data about the teacher as a 
user of written language, allow an 
insight into the nexus between 
teacher knowledge about language 
and the design and implementation 
of classroom writing lessons.  
          The findings thus presented 
do not augur well for the teaching 
of writing in primary schools nor 
for the preparation of teachers of 
writing. The findings also demon-
strate that the process of curricu-
lum change in the teaching of writ-
ing must be treated with great cau-
tion. How curriculum directions in 
the teaching of writing are pre-
sented to teachers is critical to the 
on-going development of writing 
teachers. 

Recontextualising Strate-
gies in the Classroom for 
the Transfer of Educa-
tional Knowledge 

Dr Wee Bee Geok 
 

The transition from primary 
school to secondary school involves 
the learning of new discipline-based 
knowledge, making knowledge spe-
cialised and technical. Generic struc-
tures, clause complexing and gram-
matical metaphors are three recontex-
tualising strategies of much signif i-

cance in the construction of this 
knowledge. 

This study concerns students 
from the upper primary and lower 
secondary levels in eight neighbour-
hood schools in Singapore and the 
choices they make in genres, clause 
complexing and grammatical meta-
phor in classroom discourse. 
            The study findings show that 
students writing Recounts seldom 
make choices in grammatical meta-
phor but Recount texts display a 
greater degree of clause complexity 
than some of the other text types 
(Explanation, Exposition, Report). 
Grammatical metaphor analysis 
shows Reports having the greatest 
degree of writing in the metaphorical 
mode. However, in terms of clause 
complexing, Report texts showed 
minimal clause complexity.  
            The study findings thus show 
that choices in grammatical meta-
phor, clause complexing and genre 
are inter-related: that the denser the 
grammatical metaphor choice, the 
sparser is the clause complexing, and 
the greater the complexity of clauses, 
the sparser is the grammatical meta-
phor choice. 
            Knowledge of generic struc-
tures, clause complexing and gram-
matical metaphor may not seem very 
essential in classroom discourse as 
some of the texts analysed are quite 
successful without much clause com-
plexity and metaphorization. How-
ever, clause complexity and metapho-
rization are powerful constructs that 
will take students to the level of 
`adult’ writing and will empower 
them as texts with a high degree of 
grammatical metaphor and clause 
complexity tend to be considered de-
sirable and prestigious in the post sec-
ondary institutions, the universities 
and in the workplace. 
 
 

 “Two New’ PhDs in ELL 
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By Rita Silver 
 

ELL Brown Bags have 
continued with a busy schedule 
of presentations since March. 
Some of the presenters have 
used informal formats of in-
progress reporting and discus-
sion; others have used more fo r-
mal formats. Some recent talks 
have also been opened up to all 
NIE staff. One such was Robert 
Yeo’s talk in March. Robert dis-
cussed his personal experiences 
with politics in Singaporean 
theatre from the perspective of a 
playwright and a member of  the 
Drama Review Committee. He 
focused on events surrounding 
publication of three of his plays, 
now compiled and published as 
The Singapore Trilogy (2001). 
The presentation was enlivened 
by readings of excerpts and per-
sonal anecdotes. 

Dr. Sandra McKay, a 
visiting scholar in ELL last se-
mester, gave our first of two 
April Brown Bag talks. She dis-
cussed the issues surrounding 
“English as an International 
Language.” Information was 
culled from her recently com-
pleted manuscript on the same 
topic (in press, Oxford Univer-
sity Press) and from her own ex-
periences as a teacher, teacher 
trainer, and researcher. In par-
ticular, she pointed out that the 
spread of English requires us, as 
English teachers, to re-examine 
our assumptions about standards 
and about the role of native 

speakers in English language 
teaching.  
            A second talk was given 
in April by Tom Patterson. He 
presented his doctoral research 
on “Needs Analysis in a Func-
tioning English for Academic 
Purposes Program.” The pres-
entation centered on a needs 
analysis for an EAP program 
and two engineering schools to 
which EAP student subse-
quently enter. Tom proposed a 

curriculum development model 
which considered variables of 
milieu, learner, teacher, content, 
and curriculum making.  
            The presentations re-
commenced with the new aca-
demic year in July. Matilda 
Gabrielpillai Rose Sharmala 
presented an in-progress paper 
on ‘Asian’ identity, the role of 
the Michael Fay case in 
‘suturing’ the discourse of 
Asian Values to the Singapor-
ean national imagery, and the 
interplay of masculinities and 
sexualities in Asian Values. 
Matilda talked us through her 
in-depth discourse analysis on 
these interconnected topics. 

A second talk in July 
was given by Dr. Susan Hun-

ston from the University of Bir-
mingham. Dr. Hunston showed 
how corpus linguistics allows us 
to see various linguistic patterns 
which may be beneficial for lan-
guage analysis and language 
learning. She focused on her re-
cent work in “Pattern Gram-
mar” which attempts to derive 
a grammatical description of 
English from accounts of the 
behaviours of individual words. 

Our ELL Brown Bag se-
ries continued on August 15th 
with a presentation by Lim 
Beng Soon, “Translation in 
21st Century Singapore.” In 
October a summary of work 
done by ELL staff on the 
“Pedagogical Practices in 
English Language Education” 
study, part of the Six-Nation 
Education Research Project, 
will be given by Rita Skuja-
Steele (ELL, Head) and Rita  
Silver.   

Brown Bag Lunches at ELL 
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by Michael Vallance 
 
In January this year the PRC online self access 
web site was launched. No fanfare, simply stu-
dents accessing online learning resources care-
fully selected by the PRC team. The study 
themes cover grammar, academic and technical 
writing, listening, vo-
cabulary, pronuncia-
tion and reading.  

Accessed from 
the ELL web site at 
http://www.arts.nie.
edu.sg/ell/home.html 
(click For Students), 
the aim was to provide 
students with the op-
portunity to practice a 
skill independently ei-
ther online in the Self 
Access Room (3-B1-
03), in the SM2 lab (3-
2-33) or at their hostel.  

All the resources had been tried and 
tested by the PRC team; examples include 
Grammar and Writing by Capital College, ESL 
Cyber Listening Lab (140 exercises containing 
video, sound, transcripts and  feedback), Radio 
diaries (audio and transcripts), Phillip 
Towndrow's online reading site and, of course, 
BBC education and news online.  

However, it was also understood that 
many PRC students would not initially be com-
fortable with the independent nature of the self 
access resources; that is, some PRC students 
wanted guidance and set objectives. Conse-
quently, a web site was designed which allowed 
students to navigate through a  self access pro-
gramme of selected exercises covering grammar, 
vocabulary, listening, reading and writing: see 
PRC CALL web link at above-mentioned web 
page.  

At each stage of the programme the stu-
dents could access the PRC BlackBoard web site 

to post a message or a language question. The 
comprehension exercises were in the form of 
quizzes which provided immediate feedback…
and detected cheating! Moreover, the pro-
gramme also integrated materials physically 
available in the Self Access Room as often the 
network would not be available to all students. 

At the end of the programme in 
June the students completed an 
online quiz (once again at 
BlackBoard) and the computer 
generated results were positive.  
Next year the PRC programme 
will further develop the online 
resource and particularly inte-
grate with the DVD's and VCD's 
available in the new Macintosh 
multimedia lab.  Synchronous 
and asynchronous online com-
munication activities are also 
planned for 2001-02.  

e-Learning for PRC Scholars 

A PRC scholar hard at work! 

Michael Vallance provides weekly advice on how best to use 
Apple Macs in education, business, at home, on the road, in cy-
berspace, everywhere. His Computer Times articles appear 
every Wednesday and are archived online at http://
computertimes.asiaone.com.sg  
"The articles, entitled Hands On, are an opportunity to provide 
beginners with the knowledge to maximize the power of Apple's 
innovative and advanced technology," explains Michael. If you 
need Mac support at NIE or from home, you can contact Mi-
chael through the Singapore Mac Users Group web site at www.
macuser.org.sg   OR  you can try: http://www.arts.nie.edu.sg/
ell/staff/mv.html 
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A Research Project  
Antonia Chandrasega-

ran, Principal investiga-
tor 
 

Imagine being able 
to guide students’ thinking 
and decision-making at the 
time when guidance is 
needed, that is, when stu-
dents are engaged in writ-
ing an assignment essays. 
Students would get help 
with deciding whether to 
include or omit an item of 
information, whether to 
present the information as it 
appears in the source or to 
re-organise it, and so on. 
And all this help would be 
available to individual stu-
dents at the very moment 
the problem arises. This 
scenario will be reality 
when Essay Assist, a web-
based software currently in 

the making, is completed.   
             The Essay Assist 
project aims to develop and 
trial a web-based pro-
gramme to provide guid-
ance in the form of step-by-
step, thinking operations 
for specific difficulties that 
arise during essay writing 
in social science and hu-
manities disciplines. Ad-
vice and directions will be 
given to guide student writ-
ers towards appropriate de-
cisions at three levels: 
macro- (whole-text), para-
graph- and sentence-level. 
Essay Assist will be a help 
programme that students 
can activate in the middle 
of essay writing using Mi-
crosoft Word. The paper 
version of the programme 
is being written by the prin-
cipal investigator, a slow 
process done in time left 
over from teaching, class 

preparation, course coordi-
nation, etc. So far about 
80% of the macro-level 
help has been converted to 
html form by a programmer 
from CITE.   

Unlike the Aca-
demic Writing software 
from the University of 
Wollongong (available in 
ELL’s MacLab), which 
teaches students about fea-
tures of the essay genre, 
Essay Assist attempts to in-
fluence students’ decision-
making during actual essay 
writing so that the resulting 
text would be a better ap-
proximation of the genre.   

The other members 
of the Essay Assist team are 
Rosemary Allen and Peter 
Teo, who are waiting for a 
trial version to test on stu-
dents, and Michael Val-
lance who has agreed to be 
technical advisor.  

Essay Assist  

By Low Ee Ling (from a recent Fullbright Talk) 
 

English plays an important role as the international 
language for communication. As a global language, 
English is used in situations that can be classified 
interms of speakers and whether English is their 
first (L1) or second (L2) language.  
            This informal forum focused on three major 
points: 

•     A discussion of how international intellig i-
bility has become more and more of an is-
sue in the light of greater numbers of speak-
ers of World Englishes 

•     An exploration of great ability in communi-
cation across cultures in English 

•     Some of the Singaporean speech features 
which help or hinder international intellig i-
bility were highlighted 

Singapore’s Global English:  
International Intelligibility? 



Estuary English: An Examination of Singapor-
eans' Attitudes towards this Accent of EnglishChia  

by 
Boh Peng 

Supervisor: Dr Adam Brown 
 

Abstract  
Estuary English (EE) was coined by Rosewarne 

(1984) to refer to a variety of English that lies between 
Cockney and Received Pronunciation (RP) when placed 
on a continuum, with the latter accents at either end. 
Since then, this accent has received much attention in the 
media, being predicted to be “tomorrow’s 
RP” (Rosewarne, 1994a:3). However, a study conducted 
by Rosewarne to examine the reactions towards this ac-
cent of English revealed that “it is not rated very highly 
internationally” (ibid: 8). 

This Academic Exercise aims to review the is-
sues surrounding EE, its origins and features, and the 
controversies associated with this accent of English. This 
study also examines the attitudes of a group of National 
Institute of Education (NIE) trainee teachers towards EE 
relative to RP and Singapore English (SE), using a 
method similar to the matched-guise technique.  

The results of the study revealed that while EE 
may be rated positively for traits associated with solidar-
ity and social attractiveness, it does not usurp RP in its 
position as a prestigious accent, associated with status 
and competence. In addition, the respondents do not feel 
that this accent is one that is appropriate for use in the 
classroom. Hence, the conclusion that can be drawn from 
this study is consistent with Rosewarne’s (1994a) predic-
tion, in that it is not rated very highly out of Britain, as 
shown in Singapore contexts. 
********************************************* 
A Contrastive Discourse Study of English and Chi-
nese Public Documents in Singapore  

by 
 Stella Chan 

Supervisor: Dr David Deterding 
 

Abstract 
This Academic Exercise aims to investigate how 

official English and Chinese pamphlets of appeal differ in 
the local context through a detailed study of structural 
and discourse differences. This study begins by introduc-
ing the framework of sociosemiotic theory. In studying 
structural differences, the generic structure of the pam-
phlets is examined in relation to the notions of deductive-
ness and inductiveness which are usually associated with 
the rhetoric of English and Chinese. Sociocultural con-
ventions and interpersonal relationships which underlie 
the communication between writers and readers are also 
surveyed. The results show that the generic structures of 
English and Chinese pamphlets do not differ in any nota-
ble way. More significantly, both deductive and inductive 

styles are adopted in the pamphlets of the two languages. 
Findings also show that writers draw upon different cul-
tural assumptions to construct the appeals. Where inter-
personal relationships are concerned, English pamphlets 
contain a lower degree of politeness, formality and a 
closer social distance. In contrast, a higher degree of po-
liteness, formality and further social distance are ob-
served in Chinese pamphlets.      
********************************************** 
Potential Influence of 'Mother-Tongue' on the Writ-
ten English of Secondary School Students in Singa-
pore 

by 
Yeo Nyuk Peng Josephine  

Supervisor: Dr David Deterding 
 

Abstract 
It is compulsory for all children in Singapore to 

learn a 'mother-tongue' as well as English, where the 
definition of 'mother-tongue' in Singapore and this disser-
tation refers to a second language undertaken by students 
according to their paternal ancestry. The linguistic situa-
tion in Singapore schools therefore lends itself to transfer 
studies, which look at the influence of one language on 
another.  

This study investigates the cross-linguistic influ-
ence of 'mother-tongue' on the written English of secon-
dary students in Singapore. This quantitative analysis is 
divided into two parts. The first part presents an investi-
gation of whether 'mother-tongue' influences in the writ-
ing of students can be detected by readers through predic-
tions of writers' ethnic groups. The second part of the 
study is an examination of two grammatical categories: 
passives and adverbials. These two structures were se-
lected because for both Malay is similar to English while 
Chinese is different, so Malay 'mother-tongue' can serve 
as a baseline for investigating the influence of Chinese 
'mother-tongue' on the writing of ethnically-Chinese stu-
dents. 

Results for the first part of the study show that 
readers are unable to predict the ethnicity of writers, 
which suggests that influences of 'mother-tongue' cannot 
be detected by reading. Findings from the second part 
point towards the existence of Chinese 'mother-tongue' in 
the use of passive where the ethnic Chinese corpus pre-
sents a tendency in using passives less regularly than the 
Malay corpus. Similarly, the Chinese corpus shows a 
higher percentage of initial pre-verbal adverbials than 
that of the Malay corpus. 

The statistical findings of the study indicate ten-
dencies of possible influences of Chinese 'mother-tongue' 
on the writing of ethnic Chinese students in Singapore. 
However, the inability for readers to determine the eth-
nicity of writers suggests that most people are not aware 
of these influences.    (ELL Honors cont. next page) 
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A Qualitative Study of Grammar Corrections in Stu-
dents' Writing: A Singapore Case Study 

by 
Lee Fong Ting 

Supervisor: Dr Thomas Farrell 
 

Abstract 
Research on teachers' feedback in essay evalua-

tion has revealed that teachers tend to focus primarily on 
form rather than on meaning-related issues in their actual 
marking. In spite of teachers' emphasis on accuracy of 
forms over other aspects of writing like content and 
structure in their marking of students' writing, I am sure 
many teachers have found that their efforts at correcting 
grammatical errors are often wasted as students make the 
same types of grammar mistakes throughout their essays. 

There has been a lot of studies done either on the 
effectiveness of grammar correction as a whole or on the 
usefulness of various grammar feedback techniques 
However, very few studies in the area of grammar correc-
tion pedagogy investigate the teachers' beliefs which un-
derlie their practices. Additionally, even fewer studies 
have looked at teachers' perceptions of the ways of giving 
grammatical feedback and their pupils' perceptions of the 
value of such feedback. Consequently, this study is an 
attempt to fill the gap in the grammar correction litera-
ture. 

The findings reveal that there was a rather close 
match between the two teachers' perceptions and their 
actual practices in providing grammatical feedback in 
students' essays. Comparisons between students' percep-
tions and the two teachers' perceptions and actual prac-
tices in the area of grammar correction reveal a discrep-
ancy in the frequency of giving grammatical feedback 
and on the issue of peer-editing and/or teacher-correction. 
Preferences of the students in this study were similar to 
what their teachers perceived and practised in the areas of 
grammatical focus and techniques employed to give 
grammatical feedback.  
********************************************* 
Satire and the Clerical Portrait in Henry Fielding’s 
Joseph Andrews and Amelia: Some Considerations  

by 
Jennifer Koh Sze Inn 

Supervisor: Dr. Christopher Hamilton 
 

Abstract            
The AE sets out to examine the clerical portraits 

in Henry Fielding’s novels Joseph Andrews and Amelia, 
especially Fielding’s alternative and complex conception 
of how the positive clergyman should be portrayed. The 
novelist’s defence of the order, it is argued, is unique in  
his time -- markedly distinct from conventional eight-
eenth century notions of the ideal clergyman. 
********************************************* 
 
 
 

Contesting the Ideologies of Gender: the Confronta-
tional Literature of Kamala Das and 
Bonny Hicks 

by 
Tong May Yee 

Supervisor: Dr. Pat Wong 
 

Abstract           
This AE focuses on Confrontational Literature by 

women and examines the issue of female desire and 
sexuality in that context. Integral to the concept of Con-
frontational Literature, it is argued, is a degree of re-
definition of the notion of ‘woman’ which rejects con-
ventional role -types arising from age-old patriarchal as-
sumptions. It is suggested in the thesis that writers in this 
mode set out to show how knowledge has been deployed 
arbitrarily with ideology.  
********************************************** 
Re-definitions of the Idea of God in Postmodernism: 
John Berryman and Robert Pinsky 

by 
Cindy Mavis Chan Siew Fun 

Supervisor: Dr. Robert Lumsden 
 

Abstract 
This study aims to examine the idea of God in 

the postmodern era through the poetry of Berryman and 
Pinsky, especially perspectives of God which differ from 
His traditional role as understood in the Judaeo-Christian 
system. The AE begins by offering a description of some 
of the ways in which God and religion were perceived by 
a number of Victorian and modern poets, then moves 
through a discussion of some American perspectives on 
religion in the 1960’s to a consideration of how these two 
poets, products of that transitional era, may have formed 
their religious attitudes. 
********************************************** 
Ted Hughes’ Recent Work as a Prism for Re-Reading 
Sylvia Plath 

           by 
            Emily Bong Yann Fang 

Supervisor: Dr. Pat Wong 
 

Abstract           
This AE notes a vicarious heightening of interest in 
Plath’s poems shortly after her death, and investigates the 
possibilities of re-reading and reviewing her achievement 
subsequent to the recent death of her husband and fellow 
poet, Ted Hughes. The thesis argues that Plath’s work 
was typical of a body of work produced by an emerging 
group of writers which tried to liberalize the female ex-
perience in emphasizing its viability as a means for pro-
ducing meaningful poetry. It suggests that Hughes’ Birth-
day Letters, published just prior to his death, provide a 
new and constructive method of re-reading Sylvia Plath’s 
work, early and late.  

 



I had the honor of interviewing 
Associate Professor Robert 
Yeo recently. Professor Yeo 
has been teaching in ELL for 
nearly 30 years and has built 
up a wealth of wisdom during 
that time. He has also wit-
nessed many changes in ELL 
and NIE over the years. I asked 
him to share some of the in-
sights he has gathered over the 
years (ed.) 
 
 
Farrell: Professor Yeo, thank you so 

much for taking time out of your 
busy schedule to allow me to in-
terview you for the ELL News. 
Let me begin by asking you when 
you first started to teach at NIE? 

A/P Yeo: In January, 1974 on sec-
ondment to the then Teacher's 
Training College (henceforth 
TTC) 

 
Farrell: What were the schools like 

when you started to teach and 
supervise in the early days? 

A/P Yeo: Many new schools were 
built. Supervision was a part of 
teacher education then but it was 
given its current importance 
when the Institute of Education, 
which succeeded the TTC, re-
ceived a new director Dr Sim 
Wong Kooi, who emphasized the 
practical aspects of teaching. The 
APT Form as we know it now, 
was drawn up after, I think, two 
seminars on teaching practice 
and it has remained largely un-
changed. Prior to Dr Sim, the late 
Dr Ruth Wong, who was the first 
director of IE, had set up experi-
mental and IE-adopted schools 
where IE teaching ideas could be 
put into practice. She had also 
provided for IE lecturers to re-
turn to teaching in schools and I 
recall teaching for a month in 
two schools, one of them being 
Raffles Girls Secondary. I regard 

them then/now as excellent 
ideas. 

 
Farrell: What are the main changes 

you see in the education system 
in general and teaching in par-
ticular in Singapore since you 
first started at NIE? 

A/P Yeo: The main changes, and I 
talk of those that have a bearing 
on teacher education, are the in-
troduction of streaming, the 
gifted education programme and 
the stress on second language. In 
recent years, the emphasis on the 
2 Cs, creative and critical think-
ing and the introduction of IT. I 
should add, the move to provide 
teachers with clear career paths 

and the increased salary, have 
empowered teachers considera-
bly. I have not seen so many 
new, young and able principals 
as I have in the last three years. 
They are a very important part of 
our civil service. 

 
Farrell: Have the types of students 

changed over the years at NIE? 
A/P Yeo: Not really. Writing ability 

may have fallen as I am able to 
tell from my students' written es-
says and perhaps the second lan-
guage requirement may be to 
blame. But the best students are 
comparable with those I taught 
back in the 70s. The introduction 
of BA/BSc programmes with the 
setting up of the National Insti-

tute  of Education as part of NTU 
meant that university-type teach-
ing became a part of teacher edu-
cation and for the first time we 
were able to attract good post-JC 
students who had chosen to go 
into teaching instead of going to 
NUS. I count my years in the old 
Bukit Timah campus, from 1991-
end 2000 as among my happiest 
and satisfying periods. 

 
Farrell: How do you see the teach-

ing profession in the future in 
Singapore? 

A/P Yeo:  With the new policies ear-
lier mentioned, teachers should, 
in theory, feel satisfied with the 
recognition they have received. 
But I cannot really speak for 
them. What I do know is that 
some of my former students, who 
graduated from NIE as recently 
as two years ago, are thinking of 
leaving while others have stayed 
on for long periods. Teaching is 
no longer the half-day job it used 
to be when I first taught school 
from 1962-66. It has become 
more demanding and in this 
sense it may be said to have 
caught up with the rest of the 
civil service. But at the same 
time it requires a commitment to 
people, not in abstraction, but 
your students whom you interact 
with 5/6 days aweek, that is not 
to be found elsewhere in govern-
ment service. 

 
Farrell:  A/P Yeo, thank you very 

much for your time. 
 

Interview with A/P Robert Yeo 
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By Sandra Lee McKay 
San Francisco State Univer-
sity, USA 

 
In her talk on April 11th, the 

author argued that as English as-
sumes the role of an international lan-
guage, teachers of English need to re-
examine widely held assumptions 
regarding the role of native speakers 
in the teaching of English, the issue 
of linguistic and pragmatic standards, 
and the linking of language and cul-
ture. To begin, the author examined 
what is meant by an international lan-
guage.  Then the implications of 
teaching an international language in 
reference to native speaker models, 
standards in the classroom, and the 
teaching of culture, especially as it 
applies to Singapore, was explored.  
The talk ended with an examination 
of the appropriateness of current 
methods and materials for the teach-
ing of an international language.  The 
following is a summary of her talk. 
English as an International Lan-
guage 

What exactly is a world or 
international language?  Smith (1976) 
states that an “international language 
is one which is used by people of dif-
ferent nations to communicate with 
one another” (p.38). He maintains 
that (a) learners of an international 
language do not need to learn the cul-
tural norms of native speakers of that 
language; (b) the ownership of an 
international language becomes “de-
nationalized”; and (c) the goal of 
learning an international language is 
to enable learners to communicate 
their ideas and culture to others. 
These characteristics suggest that one 
of the primary uses of English as an 
international language in Singapore 
will be for Singaporeans to inform 
individuals from other countries 
about their culture and resources.  
The Decline of the Native Speaker 

As English continues to 
spread, the number of second lan-
guage users of English will continue 
to grow, far surpassing the number of 
native speakers of English. Countries 
like Singapore will be typical in that 
more and more bilingual users of 
English will make use of English as a 
language of wider communication 
both within their borders and with 

individuals from other countries. In 
light of the growing number of bilin-
gual speakers today, Rampton (1990) 
and others have challenged the whole 
notion of a native speaker. Rampton 
advocates replacing the term native 
speaker with the concept of expertise 
since he maintains that language pro-
ficiency, like expertise, is relative, 
learnable, and can be certified.  

In reference to pedagogy, 
Medgyes (1992) maintains that bilin-
gual teachers of have several advan-
tages. For Medgyes only bilingual 
teachers can serve as models of good 
language learners, teach learning 
strategies effectively, provide learn-
ers with complete information about 
English grammar, anticipate difficul-
ties learners will have, and share the 
learners’ mother tongue.  
Standards of Use 
Linguistic Competence 

As English is used in a great 
variety of contexts for different pur-
poses, it is likely that differences in 
grammatical standards will develop.  
However, because many individuals 
will be learning English in formal 
educational contexts, it is likely that 
great commonality will exist in the 
formal rules of English and that those 
differences that do exist will often 
relate to redundant features of the 
grammatical structure .  
Pragmatic Competence 

The goals established in 
teaching pragmatic competence are 
typically based on native English-
speaking countries. If, however, Eng-
lish is viewed as an international lan-
guage, then how to use English ap-
propriately to give a compliment or 
make an invitation should depend on 
the local culture and not on native 
speaker rules of speaking. Hence, the 
primary goal in teaching pragmatic 
competence should be to raise stu-
dents’ awareness of cross-cultural 
pragmatic differences and to teach 
them strategies to mediate such dif-
ferences. 
Teaching English as an Interna-
tional Language 
Appropriate methods 

Cortazzi and Jin (1999) 
make an important distinction be-
tween cultural content and the culture 
of learning.  Whereas the former in-
volves the topics and materials that 

are dealt with in a language class-
room, the latter deals with how teach-
ers and students are expected to act in 
the classroom.  

Many English teaching ma-
terials designed today use a commu-
nicative language teaching (CLT) 
methodology, which was developed 
mainly in western English-speaking 
countries. In CLT a premium is put 
on student oral participation. Yet, this 
approach may not be in keeping with 
all cultures of learning. If the teach-
ing of English today is a matter of 
teaching an international language, 
then how English is taught should not 
be linked to a particular culturally 
influenced methodology but rather be 
taught in a manner consistent with 
local cultural expectations.  
Appropriate materials 

Cortazzi and Jin (1999) dis-
tinguish three types of cultural infor-
mation that can be used in language 
textbooks: source culture textbooks 
that use the learners’ own culture as 
content; target culture textbooks that 
use content from a country where 
English is spoken as a first language; 
and international target textbooks that 
use content from a great variety of 
cultures in English- and non-English-
speaking countries around the world.  
Each of these types of content has 
advantages in the teaching of an in-
ternational language like English. 
Source culture materials develop stu-
dents’ knowledge of their own cul-
ture, which they can then share with 
an international community.  The 
other cultural content helps them to 
gain an understanding of other cul-
tures.   
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web site that can be installed on your 
PC. It provides an academic reference 
grammar in the form of hypertext 
linked pages of explanations and ex-
amples, but also contains a bank of in-
teractive exercises. By interactive, I 
mean students can read about a feature 
of grammar, then ‘jump’ to an exercise 
that tests their knowledge of that fea-
ture and ‘submit’ their answers for im-
mediate evaluation. The jumping and 
submitting is done by JavaScript – the 
same programming language used to 
make various interactive and elements 
possible on the WWW. The benefit of 
this is that our students can take more 
control of their learning and at times 
convenient to them – no more 8.30 am 
lecture, with early risers struggling to 
stay awake and, more importantly, I 
am now no longer failing to practise 
what I preach in my methods courses 
on teaching grammar! 
            In terms of the quality of infor-
mation provided by the IGE, there can 
be little doubt,. This grammar comes 
from the same stable as The Compre-
hensive Grammar of English  
Greenbaum, Leech, Quirk and Svartvik 
(1985), A Student’s Grammar of Eng-
lish, Quirk and Greenbaum (1990), and 
the earlier A University Grammar of 
English, Quirk and Greenbaum (1973). 
What surprised me, though, on brows-
ing through the IGE, was the success 
with which the authors have adapted 
their explanatory language to the new 
medium, and the effectiveness of the 
interactive exercises provided. One ex-
ample might suffice: in a quiz focusing 
on nouns, students are asked to identify 
all the nouns in a short text by simply 
clicking on them – the nouns then ap-
pear in an answer box below the ques-

The Internet Grammar of 
English  

By Paul Doyle 
              
             Faced with an overwhelm-
ing increase in the number of stu-
dents needing to take curriculum 
content modules in English gram-
mar for the Degree, Diploma and 
Postgraduate Diploma pro-
grammes this semester, I was 
forced to make a virtue out of ne-
cessity and plunge fully into the 
world of IT and on-line learning. 
Rethinking the conventional ap-
proach to delivering similar types 
of information to some 750 stu-
dents, I decided to replace the 
mass lectures with a raft of on-line 
learning resources. Key among 
these resources is the Internet 
Grammar of English (IGE), avail-
able on the World Wide Web since 
1999 and also as a CD-ROM. 
Over the summer recess, I pur-
chased the IGE with a campus 
wide licence for NIE, and with the 
help of Michael Vallance had it 
installed on PCs in the ELL com-
puter labs and also in the Library’s 
labs on level 4.  
             The IGE was written and 
designed in 1996-98 at the Survey 
of English Usage, a research unit 
based in the English Department at 
University College London. The 
project was supervised by Dr Bas 
Aarts, Director of the Survey of 
English Usage. One important fea-
ture of the IGE is its extensive use 
of citations from the British com-
ponent of the International Corpus 
of English (ICE-GB). 
             Essentially, the IGE is a 

tion. Students then click on a 
‘submit’ button and instantly re-
ceive the results with ready-made 
explanations for wrong answers.  
            This simple but effective 
design makes most other grammar 
books with answers seem awk-
ward to use in comparison. IGE is 
a modern alternative to the suc-
cessful format pioneered in the 
TEFL market by books such as 
Essential English Usage or Collins 
COBUILD Students Grammar. 
Of course, there’ll be those who 
object to this rather product-
oriented approach to “learning 
grammar” and there’s truth in that 
criticism. But for trainee teachers 
who need to brush up their knowl-
edge quickly, this is a valuable self 
study resource that will for many 
of them be a valuable supplement 
to and, dare I say it, replacement 
for the tutor. 
            The Internet Grammar 
of English on CD-ROM (1998), 
Survey of English Usage, Univer-
sity College London; text and ex-
ercises Dr Gerald Nelson, design 
and interactive content  Justin 
Buckley, glossary and additional 
material Judith Broadbent & Jona-
than White. (PC and Mac compati-
ble). 
Check it out for yourself –  http://
www.ucl.ac.uk/internet-grammar/ 
 

Paul Doyle is the NIE Coordinator for 
Singapore-Cambridge Certificate in the 
Teaching of English Grammar course, 
2000-2002. 
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