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Minister of State Lui Tuck Yew her involvement in a service learning initiative, exhibited in conjunction with the
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Character Development,
the Service Learning Way
By Ms Nur Namira Mazlan, Bachelor of Arts (Education) (Second Year)

C

haracter building is vital in today’s
learning by providing students with a
more broad-based education to ensure
their holistic development.
NIE was the organiser-cum-host of its first
International Conference on Character
Development Through Service and Experiential
Learning, held between 12 and 13 March 2007
on campus. The conference, graced by guest of
honour Rear-Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck Yew, Minister
of State for Education, brought together about
350 educators, teachers, officers of voluntary
and welfare organisations (VWOs) and nongovernmental organisations, education officers,
academics as well as students from Singapore
and abroad.

Keynote speakers Prof Timothy Stanton & Prof Robert
Schumer

The success of our system needs to
also be judged by the quality of the
people the education system produces
– their integrity, character, and
intelligence; their attitude towards work,
their ability to be team-players, and
their sense of responsibility and
commitment to society.
Rear-Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck Yew quoting Prime
Minister Lee Hsien Loong in his speech at the
opening ceremony of the International Conference
on Character Development Through Service &
Experiential Learning

Over the span of two days, participants shared
their ideas and experiences through a series
of concurrent workshops and paper
presentations. The participants also gained
new insights from lectures by two
distinguished keynote speakers from the USA
– Prof Timothy K Stanton from Stanford
University and Prof Robert Schumer from the
University of Minnesota – both of whom have
had years of experience coordinating service
learning in their respective universities.
An important highlight of the conference was
the Youth Voice in Service Learning. Held in
collaboration with NIE alumni headed by Mr
Sivagopal Thaiyalan and the NIE Service

Learning Club headed by Mr Sulaiman
Othman, the Youth Voice in Service Learning
showcased some 30 Singapore schools’
experiential learning, ranging from primary
to tertiary level. Students were given
opportunities to share their spirit of service
learning and experiences through interactive
sharing sessions as well as displays put
together by the students.
NIE student teachers from various Group
Endeavours in Service Learning cohorts had
come together to share their experiences from
project involvements with the community as
well as VWOs through poster sessions that
were creatively put up (above). Service learning
in NIE has also seen student teachers being
actively involved in Youth Expedition Projects
in India, China, Sikkim and Sri Lanka.
The conference ended with a presentation
by Dr Fatimah Lateef, Member of Parliament
for Marine Parade Group Representation
Constituency, who touched the hearts of
participants with her stories as a volunteer
doctor in third-world countries. She spoke
about the importance of experiential learning
and in her words, “The world is your
classroom, go out there and learn and
experience as much as you can.”

NIE news
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Helping Children with ADHD

By Team Everest, Group Endeavours in Service Learning

More on Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder

(From left) Dr Ng Koon Hock, Prof Gan Yik Yuen &
Mr Sanath Ee

I

n collaboration with the Society for the
Promotion of Attention-Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder (ADHD) Research and Knowledge
(SPARK), members of Team Everest embarked
on a Group Endeavours in Service Learning
project with the objective of raising awareness
of ADHD amongst NIE student teachers. The
need arose as the team’s group discussions
revealed the challenges that teachers faced with
ADHD children in the classroom. The team’s
staff facilitator was Prof Gan Yik Yuen (Natural
Sciences and Science Education).
Close to 200 student teachers, mainly from the
primary track of the initial teacher training
programmes, congregated in NIE’s Lecture
Theatre 1 on 26 January 2007 to attend a
lunchtime seminar entitled Helping Children
with ADHD. The two guest speakers offered
very different but engaging perspectives on the
condition and provided strategies for teachers
to manage these students in a classroom setting.

NIE News finds out more about ADHD from Dr
Ng Koon Hock. Dr Ng is a psychiatrist in private
practice. After his basic medical education, he
was further trained in general psychiatry and
subsequently in child, adolescent and family
psychiatry. He provides psychotherapy and
medication for children, adolescents and parents.
Common problems seen include anxiety,
depression, anger, psychosomatic disorders,
obsessions, ADHD, autism and relational
problems. He is also Vice President of SPARK, a
support group for ADHD.

Disorder Defined
ADHD is a neurobiological disorder, which results
from deficits in executive function of the brain
and working memory. The disorder is often
characterised by an individual’s inattention,
hyperactivity and impulsivity, manifested in a
prominent, prolonged and pervasive manner.
ADHD’s onset is in childhood.

Causes of ADHD
Although the precise cause of ADHD is unknown,
genetic factors account for 80 percent of the
variance. Other possible causal factors can be
attributed to foetal exposure to alcohol, drugs or
cigarettes, perinatal complications, premature
births, environmental toxins and poor institutional
childcare. While the extent of ADHD does improve
with age, about 50 to 60 percent of children with
ADHD continue to display significant symptoms
as adults.

Signs of ADHD
Dr Ng Koon Hock, a child psychiatrist with
Camden Medical Centre, gave the audience a
comprehensive overview of the symptoms and
causes of ADHD, and the relevance of common
classroom management strategies in managing
ADHD children.
The audience was moved by the second speaker,
Mr Sanath Ee, when he spoke about his life
journey with two ADHD-afflicted children. One
take-away to be gleaned from the experiences
he shared is the importance of garnering support
in helping a child with ADHD. Teachers should
be open to working closely with parents and
school counsellors such that strategies for
helping the child can be applied consistently
across the home and school.
Resources from the seminar and SPARK can be
found at http://ADHDseminar.awardspace.com
and http://www.spark.org.sg/ respectively.
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Signs of children with ADHD are hyperactivity,
poor impulse control and inattention.
In terms of hyperactivity, the child often fidgets
with his hands or feet, squirms in and leaves his
seat in the classroom, runs about or climbs
excessively, has difficulty playing or engaging in
leisure activities quietly, talks excessively and is
often “on the go”.
Due to poor impulse control, sufferers often blurt
out answers before questions have been
completed, have difficulty waiting or taking turns,
interrupt or intrude on others, make poor
judgement and are accident-prone.
Inattention stems from a child’s inability to pay
close attention to details, makes careless mistakes
in schoolwork, does not follow through on
instructions and fails to other assigned tasks,
does not appear to listen and has difficulty
organising tasks and activities. He avoids or has
difficulty with tasks that require sustained mental

efforts (eg school and homework), loses things
(eg pencil, books), is easily distracted from
tasks and often forgetful in daily activities.

Action by School Teachers & Parents
Teachers can apply the usual classroom
management techniques for students but for
students with ADHD, the strategies need to
be implemented more intensively, in smaller
steps and expecting slower progress. They can
also provide information, observation and
progress reports to parents and other
professionals. Teachers should learn to accept,
allow, adapt to and where necessary, alter
disruptive behaviours.
In the context of a school setting, teachers
should approach their schools’ management,
the Ministry of Education and parents for
additional help. Parents can play a pivotal role
in supporting the teacher’s actions by rendering
guidance on their children’s homework or in
an aggravated situation, by getting additional
outside psychiatric help for their children.
Teachers can further collaborate with parents
by providing feedback on their children’s
behaviour, learning patterns and academic
progress, give advice on the supervision of
homework and harness the expertise available
in the community, empathise with parents’
difficulties and maintain regular contact with
them. Both parties should accept that the
process in nurturing children with ADHD is
protracted and labour intensive. Teachers should
avoid blaming or belittling the children and
their parents. They should also not demand
that parents empathise with their difficulties
in school as parents may be too stressed to
do so. However, they should avail themselves
of the emotional support in their school or in
ADHD support organisations.

Managing ADHD
Behaviour management consists of reinforcing
desirable behaviours, ignoring or discouraging
undesirable behaviours and setting rules,
structure and routine.
Special educational help consists of helping
and guiding the child through the process of
studying and doing schoolwork/ homework.
Besides ADHD, specific academic difficulties
may also be addressed.
Various types of medication are available to
improve the child’s concentration and selfregulation of activity, impulses and emotions.
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Youth Expeditioners
Accomplish Aplenty in
Sikkim, North India
By Mr Muhd Salim Ahmad Jamil, Project Leader, Project Asha @ Sikkim 2006,
Service Learning Club, NIE & Diploma in Education (Second Year)

“Y

outh expedition projects provide
opportunities for individuals to embark
on a journey of growth, where one
often steps out of his/her comfort zone to
embrace another culture and community. While
acts of service rendered by the teams are often
welcomed by the people in the community, it’s
the forging of friendships that transcends time
and international borders.” (Tor 2007)
And this was conspicuous when 17 NIE student
teachers embarked on a 15-day learning journey
to Sikkim, North India from 1 December 2006.
Team Asha had collaborated with Padma Odzer
Choeling (POC) – a school started by the Human
Development Foundation of Sikkim – to work
hand in hand to create a more conducive and
enriching environment for teaching and learning
through developing teaching resources and
sharing pedagogies. A series of objectives were
carried out in POC during the expedition.

A First for All
Tag Rugby was introduced to the boys in POC
(above). They went through a fortnight of drills,
set plays and mini-games that were obviously
rewarding when the programme ended with
an inter-house tournament. The boys raised
the standard even further by displaying good
passing techniques and skills that belied the
fact that they were rookies in rugby. A
champion’s trophy also awaited the winner of
the Green Vehicle Challenge, where students
were given recycled materials to design a vehicle
that could move the furthest by using air and
pressure. The competition was organised by
the Science Team to complement POC’s focus
on environmental awareness.

English Language Learning Centre
Project Compassion (Silk Screen
Painting) & Project Word Tile
These two fundraising projects were organised
in Singapore. Jingshan, Punggol and Zhenghua
Primary Schools contributed to this cause by
having their staff and pupils paint on picture
tiles and silk cloth that were used in the service
objectives in POC. The team also collaborated
with St Andrew’s Junior School for its Tag Rugby
programme and Pei Hwa Secondary for its
Science Experienza programme, which was in
line with POC’s focus on environmental
awareness.

The English Language Learning Centre (ELLC)
was set up in line with POC’s long term plan
to provide sound English language education
to the students. Drama classes were staged
to cultivate an interest in English. Educational
CDs and English movies complemented a
media corner – which consists of a television,
DVD player and radio – in the ELLC. These
learning tools supported the team’s plan to
integrate English learning through music
and movies.
Along with the Convent of the Holy Infant
Jesus Our Lady of Good Counsel, Punggol and
Zhenghua Primary Schools were also part of
the penpal programme, where students from
both countries wrote each other letters and
exchanged designed picture frames.

Other Service Objectives
Science Experienza, Geometrically Mathematics,
Creative Arts Programme, Audio-Visual
Aid/Information Technology Workshop (left)
were other workshops that were tailored for
both teachers and students. The sharing
sessions, conducted with the teachers, were
integral in sharing teaching secrets that both
sides could use in the future. In addition, a

huge Snake and Ladder Game Station was
beautifully painted on the courtyard by Team
Asha and fellow POC students to engage
students in mathematics. These initiatives
complemented the new tables and chairs
for two classrooms that were purchased
through funds raised by the team.

Friendship Carnival
Of particular symbolism was the carnival
that marked the end of the team’s stay in
the school called Mitrata Mela, which means
Friendship Carnival, for indeed, Team Asha
could joyously celebrate the friendships
forged. This expedition taught the team
that more could be achieved when Team
Asha looked beyond tangible acts of service
and focused on the people the team served.
Above all, irrespective of the differences,
Team Asha and the community in Sikkim
all shared a common stroke of humanity.

A Valued Learning Experience
The expedition was a valuable life learning
experience for Team Asha. Through this
service learning project, the team learnt the
importance of identifying the host’s needs
and consequently, tailoring the appropriate
changes according to these requests.
The trip enlivened the team with
confidence, flexibility in making decisions,
adaptability to changes and creativity in
solving problems. Team members have
become more appreciative of life in
Singapore and readily acknowledge, affirm
and appreciate others around them. The
passion and zest to serve, learn, teach and
do even more will forever illuminate Team
Asha’s lives brightly.
The team went there to make a difference
in the children’s lives but returned home
with a valuable experience that they, as
future teachers, can share with Singaporean
children.

NIE news
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Feature Article on
Anticancer Complexes
in Prestigious Journal
By Public & International Relations

Assoc Prof Yan’s paper, entitled Organometallic Chemistry, Biology
and Medicine: Ruthenium Arene Anticancer Complexes, was
published in the prestigious international journal Chemical
Communications as a feature article*. The paper focuses on
ruthenium arene anticancer complexes, and highlights that although
most new drugs are carbon-based compounds, there is much
scope for the design of metal-based therapeutic agents. The
treatment of cancer requires new drugs that act by novel
mechanisms and organometallic compounds offer that possibility
since they present a versatile design platform. Assoc Prof Yan has
been involved in research on metal-based anticancer compounds
for the past six years, and is currently collaborating with Asst
Prof Peter Lee (Natural Sciences and Science Education) in the
design and synthesis of anticancer copper and rhenium compounds.

Figure 1: Ruthenium arene anticancer complexes

Figure 2: Protein adduct of
a ruthenium arene complex

A

paper, co-authored by Assoc Prof Yan Yaw Kai (Natural
Sciences and Science Education) during his sabbatical
at the University of Edinburgh, UK, was identified by
Essential Science IndicatorsSM (ESI) as one of the most cited recent
papers in chemistry. The paper was featured in the “Emerging
Research Fronts” section of the ESI Special Topics website (http://esitopics.com/erf/2007/april07-Sadler_Yan.html) in April 2007. This
website provides citation analyses and commentaries for selected
scientific research areas that have experienced notable recent
advances or are of special current interest.

Figure 3: DNA adduct of an organometallic
ruthenium arene anticancer complex

* Y. K. Yan, M. Melchart, A. Habtemariam and P. J. Sadler, Chemical
Communications, 2005, 38, 4764 - 4776.

Paper on Assessing
Conceptual Learning Benefits
Classroom Practitioners
By Assoc Prof Yap Kueh Chin, Natural Sciences & Science Education

T

he article, Assessing Conceptual Learning
from Quantitative Problem Solving of a
Plane Mirror Problem, reflects one of
the areas of science and physics education
research that the Natural Sciences and Science
Education (NSSE) Academic Group is very
actively involved. NIE has always been
encouraging science education research that
has direct impact on classroom practitioners
and addresses the needs of classroom
practitioners. The type of work represented by
this article will certainly contribute towards
that direction.
The paper is part of the overall visual-spatial
thinking research framework initiated by the

NIE news

main author, Assoc Prof Yap Kueh Chin. The
authors have come out with an innovative way
of using sketches and drawings to assess
students’ conception and understanding.
Existing education research has not used this
method much. The main author has and is
continuing to use sketches and drawings as
the response mode in other areas of science
and physics at various school levels. Although
visual-spatial thinking is very much part of
these studies, other dimensions of thinking
are also integrated in such studies.
The good global response to the article is more
than just the strong interest in a topic that is
part of the science/physics curriculum at the

secondary or high school level all over the
world. Even though the origin of the task used
is a typical quantitative problem, educational
researchers and practitioners are also drawn
by the focus on conceptual learning rather
than quantitative problem solving. This in itself
is considered an innovative focus. Coupled
with the use of sketches and drawings as the
response mode, these could well explain the
global response to the article.
The article and direction of research should
also be of interest to science education policy
makers. NIE’s curriculum, instruction and
assessment will need to include the emphasis
on visual-spatial thinking in order to ensure
a more holistic education for its students.
Assessing Conceptual Learning from Quantitative
Problem Solving of a Plane Mirror Problem, which
appears in Physics Education, Volume 42, page
50 (2007), was downloaded 250 times as at
February 2007. Only 10% of articles, across
all Institute of Physics Publishing journals,
were accessed over 250 times in the first quarter
of 2007.

R E SE A R CH

Researchers Share Findings
with Mother Tongue Teachers

7

takes place more effectively when taught in a
functional manner.

T

Malay, Chinese and Tamil language teachers
then split into their respective subject groups
for an insightful presentation by Dr Shegar, Mr
Ridzuan Bin Abdul Rahim and Mr Goh Hock
Huan. Research findings in the respective
languages were highlighted and implications
of the various pedagogical practices in Singapore
were shared during the presentations.

The session was attended by about 60 Mother
Tongue teachers from primary schools in the
eastern part of Singapore. Dr Chitra Shegar
gave the keynote speech (left) which focused
on the recommendations on teaching Mother
Tongue. She stressed the need for first language
teachers and Mother Tongue teachers to
collaborate and for teachers to keep in mind
the language background of the child when
teaching Mother Tongue. Interesting examples
were shared stressing that language acquisition

This session was very useful to teachers by
opening new frontiers in the teaching of Mother
Tongue and engaging students’ participation
in the languages. Teachers learnt various
techniques and creative skills in addressing
problems faced in teaching Mother Tongue
subjects and welcomed more sessions and
workshops in the future. In a time where
Mother Tongue is often reputed to be a difficult
subject by many students, such sessions will
hopefully pave the path for students’ better
appreciation and grasp of the languages.

By Ms Kumutha Krisnan, Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice

he Centre for Research in Pedagogy and
Practice collaborated with Elias Park
Primary School in organising a sharing
session for Mother Tongue language teachers
in March 2007.

A WA R DS & H O NO UR S
Researcher Wins Best
Paper Award at Computing
Technologies Conference
By Assoc Prof Looi Chee Kit, Head, Learning Sciences Laboratory

F

ive full papers, co-authored by Learning Sciences Laboratory (LSL)
researchers, were presented at the International Conference on
Computers in Education (ICCE) held in Beijing, China from 30
November to 4 December 2006. The ICCE conference series, a highvisibility and high-quality international conference, provides a forum
for a scholarly exchange on the use of computing technologies in
education. The acceptance rate for full papers at ICCE 2006 was 18
percent.
Organised annually under the auspices of the Asia-Pacific Society for
Computers in Education, ICCE conferences have been enhancing quality
research and development in technology-supported education throughout
the Asia-Pacific region and internationally. The technical programme of
ICCE 2006 included paper sessions, panels, posters, tutorials, workshops,
invited speeches, doctoral consortium and other special events.
The papers presented by LSL researchers were:
1 Using Satellite Resources for Scientific Inquiry by Beaumie Kim,
Manetta Calinger and Debbie Denise Reese
2 The Impact of Structured Discussion on Students’ Attitudes and
Dispositions toward Argumentation by Khai Seng Hong, Ole C
Brudvik and Yam San Chee

Assoc Prof Looi Chee Kit receives the Best Paper Award from ICCE 2006 Organising
Committee Chair, Prof Huang Ronghuai of Beijing Normal University, China

3 Assessing the Impact of a Structured Argumentation Board on the
Quality of Students’ Argumentative Writing Skills by Ole C Brudvik,
Khai Seng Hong, Yam San Chee and Libo Guo
4 Automated Mentoring for Reflection in an Eportfolio by Tzemin
Chung, Mun Kew Leong and Joel P L Loo
The paper, Incorporating Online Discussion in Classroom Learning: A New
Strategy, by Dr Chen Wenli and Assoc Prof Looi Chee Kit won one of
the three best paper awards.
Since the formation of LSL about two years ago, its researchers have
presented regularly in a variety of high-quality conferences such as
AERA, International Conference on the Learning Sciences and the
International Conference on Computer-Supported Collaborative Learning.

NIE news
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Crown Prince
of Bahrain
Briefed on
Teacher
Education
During
Singapore Trip
By Public & International Relations

A

midst his hectic schedule in Singapore to further boost bilateral
ties, the 37-year-old Crown Prince and Commander-in-Chief
of the Bahrain Defence Force, Kingdom of Bahrain, His Highness
Shaik Salman Bin Hamad Al-Khalifa (above, right), paid a visit to NIE
on 27 March 2007 to learn about teacher education. The Bahraini
Finance Minister Shaikh Ahmed Bin Mohammed Al-Khalifa, Education
Minister Dr Majed Bin Ali Al-Nuaiml and Minister of State for Foreign
Affairs Dr Nizar Bin Sadeq Al-Baharna were also present.
The crown prince and minister-in-attendance, Mr Gan Kim Yong, Minister
of State for Education and Manpower witnessed the signing of a
memorandum of intent, signifying future collaborations between NIE
and the Bahraini Ministry of Education in the area of assessing and
upgrading training and enrichment programmes
for its teachers. The memorandum was
officiated by the Bahraini Education Minister
and NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong.
The crown prince was in Singapore at the
invitation of Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong.
His visit focused on commerce, trade and
education and indicated the Republic’s growing
interest in the Middle East. Trade between
Singapore and Bahrain was S$653 million in
2006, an increase of 25 percent from 2005.

(From left) Dr Majed Bin Ali Al-Nuaiml, Prof Lee Sing Kong, the Crown Prince & Mr Gan Kim Yong

NIE news

The crown prince and his delegation toured
the DNA Centre (above) before taking their
leave for Biopolis.
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Saudi Arabian Education Minister on
“Ultimate Express” Tour of NIE
By Public & International Relations

D

r Abdullah Bin Saleh Al Obaid, Saudi
Arabian Minister of Education, called upon
NIE on 12 January 2007. He was
accompanied by Mr Abdullah Abdulrahman Al
Othman (Undersecretary for Educational Affairs,
Ministry of Higher Education), Prof Saleh Bin
Abdulaziz Al Hameedi (Director-General of
Administrative and Financial Affairs), Dr Mohammed
Mufarreh Al Aseeri (Asst Undersecretary for
Curriculum), Dr Abdulrahman Ibrahim Medaires
(Director-General of Education, Eastern Region),
Mr Waleed Jamal Al Deen (Director of Protocol and
Public Relations) and Dr Ahmad Habib Salah
(Advisor to the Ministry of Planning).

After briefings and a short discussion with
NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, Assoc Prof
Cheah Horn Mun (Dean, Foundation
Programmes) and Prof Paul Teng (Dean,
Graduate Programmes and Research), the
minister embarked on a 45-minute, fivestop whirlwind tour that covered most
facilities on campus.
In the first tour stop at the Classroom of
the Future (below), Prof Lee gave an insight
to the concept behind the facility. He
explained that the classroom illustrated
how current and future technologies could
enable learning beyond the boundaries of
a classroom and how technology was
currently being integrated into the learning
experiences of local students. After a quick
tour of the DNA Centre, the visitors were
introduced to Prof Lee’s fruits of labour at
the Greenhouse (above). As a horticulturist,
his research in aeroponics has resulted in
the production of temperate vegetables in
the tropics through root zone modification.
The tour extraordinaire concluded with
stops at the Library and Information Services
Centre and the Student Hub.
This trip to NIE by the minister was followed
by a group of university rectors from Saudi
Arabia on 22 January 2007.

Overview of
NIE for Senior
Sri Lankan
Education Officials
By Public & International Relations

P

rincipal Officer Assoc Prof Quek Jin Jong welcomed Mr Ariyaratne Hewage,
Secretary of the Ministry of Education, Education Policy, Governance
and Sustainability, Sri Lanka and his senior colleagues to NIE on 26
January 2007.
Presentations and question-and-answer sessions, facilitated by Assoc Prof Cheah
Horn Mun (Dean, Foundation Programmes) and Mrs Audrey Lam (Administrative
Manager, Graduate Programmes and Research), highlighted the institute’s
academic programmes and latest corporate developments. The discussion that
followed also included expert views from Early Childhood and Special Needs
Education lecturer Mr Tan Liang See and Assoc Prof Christine Goh of the English
Language and Literature Academic Group.
The visitors ended their three-day trip to Singapore with a stopover at the
Nanyang Technological University.

NIE news
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Meaningful Bond Fostered Between
NIE & UniSIM
By Public & International Relations

Kai Chong and Vice President (Admin) and Registrar Mr Seah Chiong
Tian. The university’s Director of Education Technology and Production
Department Assoc Prof Sharen Liu, Head of Planning and Development
Ms May Goh and Senior Manager Mr Gary Goh were also part of the
six-member delegation.
UniSIM focuses on the upgrading and learning needs of working
professionals and adult learners. The university evolved from the highly
successful SIM Open University Centre and has graduated more than
5,000 students since 1991.

T

he President of Singapore’s first and only private university
SIM University (UniSIM) and a former deputy president of
Nanyang Technological University paid a visit to NIE on 23
February 2007. Prof Cheong Hee Kiat (above, left with NIE Director
Prof Lee Sing Kong) was accompanied by UniSIM’s Provost Prof Tsui

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, Assoc Prof Cheah Horn Mun (Dean,
Foundation Programmes) and Prof Paul Teng (Dean, Graduate Programmes
and Research) briefed the president and his delegation on NIE’s academic
programmes. Joining them in discussion were Assoc Prof Tan Seng Chee
(Associate Dean, Strategy and Pedagogy Development), Assoc Prof
Sylvia Chong (Associate Dean, Programme Planning and Development)
and Mr Eric Yeo (Assistant Head, Planning).
Prof Cheong took the opportunity to share UniSIM’s conviction to reach
out to adult learners. Collaborations to target local and overseas adult
learners were explored during the meeting, marking the start of a fruitful
and meaningful relationship between NIE and UniSIM.

Seoul’s College
of Education
Drawn by
Quality
Programmes
By Public & International Relations

P

rof Young-Dal Cho (above, left), Dean of College of Education,
Seoul National University (SNU) visited NIE on 8 February
2007, together with his colleagues viz Dr Heui-Baik Kim
(Associate Dean, Academic, College of Education), Dr Oh-Hyun
Kwon (Associate Dean, Student, College of Education), Dr Dong-il
Kim, (Associate Dean, Planning, College of Education) and Dr JinWan Kim (Managing and Research Director, Centre for Educational
Research).
Principal Officer Assoc Prof Quek Jin Jong (above, right) hosted the
delegation while Prof Paul Teng (Dean, Graduate Programmes and
Research) and Prof Goh Kim Chuan (Associate Dean, Student

NIE news

Development and Liaison) presented the institute’s academic
programmes.
In addition to exchanging ideas on teacher education with universities
in the Asia-Pacific region, Dr Dong-il Kim revealed that the delegation
was drawn to NIE for its quality teacher training programmes and its
repute as a “prestigious and important teacher training institute” in the
region. During an ensuing discussion, topics on collaboration between
the two academes and student exchange were broached.
The visitors called on NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong after lunch,
where possible tie-ups between NIE and SNU were further explored.

G RA DUATI O N
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Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony

Good Teachers Critical in Nurturing Students
By Public & International Relations

“Good teachers are at the heart of everything
we do in the pursuit of educational
excellence. You not only share their values,
knowledge and skills but also in the process,
fire the imagination of your students. You
play a critical role in nurturing students to
manifest the creativity and innovativeness
they need to take Singapore forward.”

Education Minister of State Lui Tuck Yew (centre), flanked by prize winners & NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong

A

cohort of 349 newly-qualified teachers
marked their entry into the teaching
profession when they received their
diplomas at the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony
held at Nanyang Technological University’s
Nanyang Auditorium on 17 January 2007.
Graduands were awarded their Bachelor’s
degrees, Postgraduate Diplomas in Education

(Primary and Secondary) and diplomas in
various specialisations. Minister of State for
Education Rear-Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck Yew
graced the occasion as guest of honour.
In his address, Admiral Lui extended his
heartiest congratulations and welcomed the
graduands into the profession. He added,

In concluding, the minister said, “We live
in a world of flux but amidst the constant
changes, the core purpose of teaching
remains unchanged. Our work is to stimulate
the potential that lies in our students and
to infuse in them the right values and
qualities.” He also encouraged the graduands
to believe in their students and expect good
things from them.
The ceremony was also attended by Second
Permanent Secretary for Education and NIE
Council Chairman Mrs Tan Ching Yee, NIE
Council Vice-Chairman Mr Khoo Chin Hean
and other distinguished guests.

Passing on Gift of Learning to Future Teachers
By Public & International Relations

T

he gift of learning was passed on
to future teachers as Mdm
Christina Khoo Ghee Suan (right)
represented nine other recipients of the
Dr J M Nathan Memorial Prize for
Creativity in presenting their prize money
to NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, as a
donation to NIE’s Library and Information
Services Centre for the purchase of books.
This gesture was made during a Diploma
in Departmental Management (DDM)
Graduation Ceremony, held at the Civil
Service College on 11 January 2007. Ms
Sum Chee Wah, Director of Education
Programmes Division, Ministr y of
Education was guest of honour.
The DDM is a four-month programme for departmental heads and school
leaders, who may in time assume significant managerial responsibilities
in schools. Managed by NIE’s Graduate Programmes and Research
Office, this innovative programme prepares heads to be exemplary
people managers as well as experts in teaching and learning. Besides
addressing issues and technologies impacting education, a major part

of the programme focuses on team learning,
curriculum innovation and dynamic learning
systems.
In his address, Prof Lee advised the graduands
to appreciate the need for constant renewal,
to be relevant in today’s world and to move
on beyond their achievements and success.
He also mentioned that what they did in
their school, department and in the
classroom had far greater impact than they
could imagine, as their teachers would look
to them for leadership and good
management practices while their students
would look to them to develop a relevant
educational experience.
For exemplifying the highest level of learning across the programme, the
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development Book Prize was
shared between two winners, Mdm Yeo Lai Peng and Mr Lim Cheng Yong.
Ten other graduands were awarded the Dr J M Nathan Memorial Prize
for Creativity. For having the best overall performance in the programme,
Mr Timothy Lim Kim Seng received the Dr Ruth Wong Medal.

NIE news

12 B

OOK

L AU N CHE S

Double Checking!

By Assoc Prof Nick Aplin, Physical Education & Sports Science

The co-authors completed two volumes of
analysis and comment, which were designed
to provide educational insights into the world
of calculation and creativity in chess.
Tibor Karolyi, who is internationally recognised
as the trainer of a number of well-known players
such as Peter Leko, and who was closely
involved with the chess development of the
famous Polgar sisters in Hungary, utilised stateof-the-art computer programmes to analyse
games which represent the pinnacle of human
performance in chess.

A

ssoc Prof Nick Aplin (Physical
Education and Sports Science)
recently co-authored Kasparov’s
Fighting Chess: 1993-1998 and Kasparov’s
Fighting Chess: 1999-2005, two international
publications on the recent chess career of

former world champion Garry Kasparov.

Assoc Prof Aplin revealed that the motivation
for writing these books was not only to
provide instruction for a range of enthusiasts,
nationally and internationally, in what is
normally considered to be an esoteric sport,
but also to enhance his own level of play in
an attempt to keep up with his fast improving
son, Christer.

Assoc Prof Aplin collaborated with international
master Tibor Karolyi, who has been a wellknown junior chess trainer in Singapore and
who now resides in his home country, Hungary.

The books, published by Batsford in the UK,
are currently available from bookshops in
Singapore. Copies are available also in NIE’s
Library and Information Services Centre.

Sustaining the Literary Voice at NIE:
Launch of Kathai Cholai
By Ms Anitha Devi Pillai, Special Training Programme (English Unit)

A

ssoc Prof Lim-Teo Suat Khor (Dean,
Academic) launched the Special Training
Programme’s third publication of short
stories on 15 January 2007. In her opening address,
she aptly drew an analogy between the writing
process and the farmer’s toil in the fields. As the
day was also celebrated as Pongal by the Tamil
community, she remarked that the launch of the
book was indeed as sweet as the traditional ‘Pongal
rice’ that everyone was served that afternoon.
Indeed, the launch was a ‘sweet offering’, both for
the lecturers, Mr Rajikannu Marimuthu and Mdm
Mallika A, who had worked over a period of one year
with student teachers and spent another couple of
weeks editing; and for the students who had been
involved in the intensive writing process. The student teachers were
given training in the tools of narrative writing such as looking out for
plot development, story structures, organisational techniques and learning
to rigorously peer-edit and critique their own writing. They also benefited
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from hands-on workshops conducted by prominent
writers such as Mr Pon Sundara Raju and Prof Karthikesu,
who have gained regional recognition as skilful
storytellers.
The future of Mother Tongue languages largely lies
in the hands of current student teachers, who are
expected to promote language use as well as maintain
grammatical and lexical accuracy in the classroom.
Guest speaker Mr S P Panneerselvam (Senior
Broadcast Journalist, Mediacorp Radio, Oli 96.8)
who reviewed Kathai Cholai, remarked, “one has
to walk the talk and the trainees had certainly proven
their mettle with their astute observation of human
behaviour, linguistic proficiency and creative zeal”
via this book.
The 100-page book captivates the reader with 16 highly entertaining
stories and is available from Mr Rajikannu Marimuthu (Tel: 6790 3490)
at S$5.00.

B OOK L AUNCH E S
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Mayor for Northeast Community Development Council and Member
of Parliament for Aljunied Group Representation Constituency. Assoc
Prof Goh Yeng Seng (Head, Asian Languages and Cultures) and several
of Asst Prof Sivakumaran’s colleagues were also present to rally their
support on this propitious occasion.

A Critical Review of the Genre
of Children’s Tamil Literature
By Asst Prof A Ra Sivakumaran, Asian Languages & Cultures

A

sst Prof A Ra Sivakumaran (Asian Languages and Cultures)
(above, left) has published a critical review of the genre of
children’s Tamil literature in Singapore as a book. His book A
Critical Review of the Genre of Children’s Literature in Tamil in Singapore
was launched on 4 February 2007 at the Umar Pulavar Tamil Language
Centre along Serangoon Road. More than 250 people attended the
ceremony, which was graced by guest of honour Mr Zainul Abidin
Rasheed (above, right), Senior Minister of State for Foreign Affairs,

In his speech, Mr Zainul commended Asst Prof Sivakumaran on his
sterling accomplishments both as an academic, who clinched NIE’s
Excellence in Teaching Award five consecutive times, and an active
grassroots leader, serving as Chairman of the Eunos Community Club
Indian Activity Executive Committee. Pointing out that Tamil is one
of Singapore’s four official languages, the mayor underlined the important
role of the language in this world of globalisation. Asst Prof Sivakumaran’s
critical review of the children’s literature was relevant as education
psychologists had proven that nursery rhymes could be used as a tool
to enable children in learning a language.
Others who spoke of Asst Prof Sivakumaran’s service to the community
were Dr Chandroo, Chairman and Chief Executive Officer of Modern
Motesorri International, Singapore, Prof A Veeramani of the Ritsumeikan
Asia Pacific University, Japan and Assoc Prof S P Thinnappan of the
National University of Singapore.
Another highlight at the event was the honouring of nine local poets,
who had contributed to Tamil literature for children. Their literary works
were reviewed by Asst Prof Sivakumaran in his book.

M E DI A N E W S

Leo Tan’s Insights on
Education Widely
Covered by Qatari
Newspapers
By Public & International Relations

I

mmediate past NIE Director Prof Leo Tan
(Natural Sciences and Science Education)
was in Qatar in March 2007 at the
invitation of the Doha Independent Secondary
School for Boys. The school organised a public
symposium in conjunction with the “Second
Week of Doha for Education”, sponsored by
the Supreme Education Council of Qatar. Prof
Tan delivered the keynote address “The
Development of Education in Singapore since
Independence” on 18 March.
At a press conference on 17 March convened
at the Four Seasons Hotel, Prof Tan held court
with almost 20 members of the Qatari press.
In response to questions related to Singapore’s
dynamic educational system, he emphasised
that the quality of teachers and not modern
buildings or curriculum – mattered most in
education. Citing the Singapore Government’s
heavy investment in the education sector, Prof

Tan attributed human capacity
building as the corner stone
to a brighter future for any
country. The importance
accorded to educating its
populace helped Singapore
overcome the oil crisis and
economic slump of the mid1970s and late 1990s
respectively.
He alluded to the setup of topclass universities and
independent schools as a contributory factor
to the rising standards of education in Qatar.
As a way of preserving a country’s cultural
identity and moral values, Prof Tan stressed
the need to employ nationals as teachers at
local schools and state-funded educational
institutions. “The process of a child growing
up in Singapore and in Qatar is very similar.

In education, we always learn
from one another. In that way,
Qatar can learn a lot from
Singapore’s education system,”
Prof Tan shared in the light of
Qatar’s educational system
going through a similar
development as Singapore did
several years ago.
The press conference was
arranged by the Singapore
Embassy’s Charge D’affaires Mr
Umej Singh Bhatia and Principal of Doha
Independent Secondary School for Boys Mr
Gholoum A Abdulla.
Pictorial stories featuring Prof Tan’s comments
were highlighted on 18 March in Gulf Times,
The Peninsula, Qatar Tribune and three
Arabic dailies.
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Group Work in English
Secondary Classrooms:

A Talk by Prof Maurice Galton
By Dr Ho Wah Kam, Singapore Teachers’ Union

A

s part of a national funded initiative, the Teaching and Learning
Research Programme, a team from Cambridge University
investigated the merits of working in groups compared to
whole class teaching in the lower secondary school and shared these
outcomes with the NIE community on 8 February 2007.
Prof Maurice Galton was Dean of the Faculty of Education at Leicester
University, UK, before going over to Homerton College in Cambridge
University as Senior Research Fellow. By then, he had published five books
on the results of his research in classrooms and was then the most wellknown British academic in the area of classroom research. He is currently
Senior Fellow at the Faculty of Education in Cambridge University.
Using measures of attitude and attainment, combined with systematic
observation, gave results which were generally positive in favour of
group work. The key findings were:
• Far from impeding learning, group work has raised levels of
achievement;
• Despite some teachers’ worries that group work might be disruptive,
pupil behaviour actually improved in the project classes; and

• Group work has doubled students’ levels of sustained, active
engagement in learning and more than doubled the amount of
high-level, thoughtful discussion between students. As an example
of gains made in the subject of English:

Progress in English by Topic
Topic
Imaginative

Mode

Pretest

Postest

N

Effectsize

Group

31.17

35.27**

200

.61

Class

29.73

30.31

137

Group

29.32

35.19**

185

.53

Class

31.12

31.80**

178

.28

Discursive

However, few teachers fully utilised the training procedures required to
make their students more effective group workers. It was argued that
had they done so, the results would have been more impressive,
particularly with students who exhibited anti-learning and anti-school
dispositions.
In brief, this research shows that group work is a powerful but underused
strategy that teachers can use to:
• Raise educational attainment;
• Increase active engagement in learning; and
• Improve classroom behaviour.

Slovakian
Mathematician
Expounds a
Graph Theory
By Dr Boey Kok Leong, Mathematics and Mathematics Education

A

ssoc Prof Martin Kochol, from the Mathematical Institute of
the Slovak Academy of Sciences in Slovakia, was a visiting
consultant to the Mathematics and Mathematics Education
(MME) Academic Group from 31 January to 14 March 2007. Funded
by the Academic Research Fund (AcRF), the scheme supported Assoc
Prof Kochol’s visit to NIE, where his main task was to work with the
AcRF team, consisting of Asst Prof Dong Fengming, Asst Prof Tay Eng
Guan from MME and Prof Koh Khee Meng from the National University
of Singapore, on graph theory. His research specialisation includes
combinatorics and graph theory, particularly on graph colouring,
matroid theory and discrete algorithms.
He gave a talk on 23 February 2007, entitled A Constructive Method
in Graph Theory.
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Calendar of Events
Event

Date

Venue
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Contact Person

NIE WITs Convention 2007

13 Apr 2007

Lecture Theatre 7, NIE

Ms Joyce Leong
Email: joyce.leong@nie.edu.sg

National Accounting Quiz

22 May 2007

Ngee Ann Polytechnic
Convention Centre

Ms Koh Noi Keng
Email: noikeng.koh@nie.edu.sg

Redesigning Pedagogy: Culture, Knowledge &
Understanding

28 - 30 May 2007

NIE/NTU Campus

Ms Shirley Seet
Email: 07edconf@nie.edu.sg

International Forum on the Interpretation &
Teaching of Chinese Culture: From New Perspectives

29 May 2007

Nanyang Girls’ High
School Auditorium

Ms Janice Seow
Email: yan.seow@nie.edu.sg

Enrichment Programme for Diploma in Education
& Bachelor of Arts/Science (Education)
Graduating Student Teachers

May/Jun 2007

NIE Campus

Mrs Jessica Tan
Email: jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

Enrichment Programme for Postgraduate Diploma
in Education (Primary & Secondary) Graduating
Student Teachers

May/Jun 2007

NIE Campus

Mrs Jessica Tan
Email: jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

Mathematics Teachers’ Conference

1 Jun 2007

NIE Campus

Assoc Prof Berinderjeet Kaur
Email: berinderjeet.kaur@nie.edu.sg

Registration Exercise for Year One Initial Teacher
Preparation Programme Candidates

18 - 19 Jun 2007

NIE Campus

Mrs Tok-Tan Kok Mui
Email: kokmui.tan@nie.edu.sg

Registration Exercise for Direct Entry to Year Two
Degree Programme Candidates

22 Jun 2007

NIE Campus

Mrs Tok-Tan Kok Mui
Email: kokmui.tan@nie.edu.sg

Convocation Ceremony for China Programme
Participants

23 Jun 2007

Dalian, Liaoning, China

Ms Cherie Lek
Email: yianping.lek@nie.edu.sg

Advanced Senior Teachers Programme Orientation
for 2007 Intake

Jun 2007

NIE Campus

Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

Diploma in Departmental Management Orientation
for July 2007 Intake

6 Jul 2007

NIE Campus

Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony

10 - 12 Jul 2007

Nanyang Auditorium, NTU Mrs Mak Lek Cher
Email: lekcher.mak@nie.edu.sg

Registration Exercise for Year One Initial Teacher
Preparation Programme Candidates

19 - 20 Jul 2007

NIE Campus

Mrs Tok-Tan Kok Mui
Email: kokmui.tan@nie.edu.sg

Commerce Seminar 2007

28 Jul 2007

To be confirmed

Ms Koh Noi Keng
Email: noikeng.koh@nie.edu.sg

Orientation Programme for All New Student
Teachers from the Initial Teacher Preparation
Programmes

Jul 2007

NIE Campus

Mrs Jessica Tan
Email: jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

Graduation Ceremony for Postgraduate Diploma in
Higher Education (Nanyang Academy of Fine Arts)

Jul 2007

Nanyang Academy of
Fine Arts

Ms Cherie Lek
Email: yianping.lek@nie.edu.sg

Senior Teachers Programme Orientation for July
2007 Intake

Jul 2007

NIE Campus

Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

Diploma in Departmental Management Graduation
Ceremony for January 2007 Intake

Jul 2007

Civil Service College

Ms Mae Chan
Email: meipoh.chan@nie.edu.sg

Farewell Dinner for Hebei-Beijing Master in
Educational Administration Programme

Aug 2007

To be confirmed

Ms Cherie Lek
Email: yianping.lek@nie.edu.sg

National Day Celebrations

Aug 2007

NIE Campus

Mrs Jessica Tan
Email: jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg

Welcome Ceremony for Hebei-Beijing Master in
Educational Administration Programme

Sep 2007

NIE Campus

Ms Cherie Lek
Email: yianping.lek@nie.edu.sg

Leaders in Education Programme (International)

Sep 2007

NIE Campus

Ms Cherie Lek
Email: yianping.lek@nie.edu.sg

Official Opening of Emirates College for Advanced
Education

Sep 2007

Abu Dhabi, UAE

Ms Cherie Lek
Email: yianping.lek@nie.edu.sg
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Tackling Regional & Global Issues at
Young Leaders’ Convention
By Ms Renee Yuanna Sulaiman, Bachelor of Science (Education) (Fourth Year)

Participants entertaining the guests during the Welcome Dinner, performed in their traditional costumes

T

wenty-eight of Asia’s aspiring young leaders convened in Hanoi,
Vietnam from 20 to 27 January 2007, for the eighth Hitachi
Young Leaders’ Initiative (HYLI). The convention, organised by
Hitachi Ltd., brought together delegates from seven nations namely
Malaysia, Indonesia, Japan, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and
the newest member, Vietnam, to discuss regional and global issues,
fostering Asian values and cross-cultural understanding among future
leaders. This year, Ms Renee Yuanna Sulaiman, a fourth-year NIE student
teacher, joined three other undergraduates, Vincent Chow (Nanyang

Technological University), Huang Hong Da (National University of
Singapore) and Yam Yujian (Singapore Management University) in
representing Singapore.
Based on the theme “Empowering Asia – An Increased Role and a
Common Voice as a Responsible Player”, the initiative comprised a
two-day forum, student workshops and community work with the SOS
Village in Hanoi. Participants had the chance to interact with influential
leaders such as Special Envoy to the Prime Minister and former Deputy
Prime Minister of Vietnam, Mr Vu Khoan and Senator Pia S Cayetano
of the Philippines, as well as experts on regional issues.
Participants were tasked to write white papers on given sub-themes of
economics and environment for the media and governing bodies of the
region. Ms Renee’s group tackled the economic sub-theme, “What
China and India’s Economic Development Can Bring to Asia” and made
recommendations towards creating an integrated East Asia as a precursor
to a more integrated Asia that would become a powerful player on the
global stage. The recommendations made included modifications to the
current ASEAN Free Trade Area agreement and the establishment of a
Less Developed Countries Protection Policy.

NIE student teacher Renee Yuanna Sulaiman interacts with her peers during a
lighter moment
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Ms Renee shares her experience, “The opportunity proved to be invaluable,
packed with learning on various levels. HYLI fostered in us a sense of
empowerment and responsibility over the future of Asia and through
the interaction, we formed friendships that transgressed national and
cultural lines.”

