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NIE news

In the presence of Education Minister of State Rear-Admiral (NS) 
Lui Tuck Yew, NIE and Citi Foundation launched the Citi-NIE 
Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers on 31 October 2007. The hub 

would introduce a first-of-its-kind teacher development education 
programme to equip 500 teachers with skills to impart financial literacy 
to students over the next 18 months. Citi Foundation has pledged a 
two-year commitment of S$795,000 to support such research and 
training for teachers.

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong said, “First, we provide teachers 
with basic financial literacy skills of managing their own finances 
and thereafter, pedagogical training to empower them with engaging 
pedagogy to reach out to their students.” Equipped with resources 
and engaging pedagogy for the teaching and learning of financial 
literacy in a fun and meaningful way, the teachers can apply the 
financial literacy principles in classroom teaching and enrichment 
activities for students.

Benefactor Mr Ong Tiong Tat (centre), 
as executor of Koh Choon Joo’s estate, 
donated S$500,000 for Nanyang 

Technological University (NTU) scholarships 
and S$300,000 for NIE bursaries in early 
September 2007 in conjunction with Mr Koh’s 
10th death anniversary. The late Mr Koh or  
C J Koh, as he was fondly known, was a lawyer 
and philanthropist who passed away on 6 
September 1997 at the age of 96.

Financial Literacy 
Skills for Teachers 
to Empower Youth
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

He also expressed, “At NIE, the national teacher education institute, 
we are committed to enabling and empowering our teachers so as 
to equip them with the knowledge, skills and values for inculcating 
disciplined and informed financial decision-making in our youths. This 
is a life-skill that will empower the youths to make decisions that will 
have consequences and impact on their lives.”

The hub aims to provide a hands-on experience for teachers with greater 
use of technology and engaging pedagogy. The pedagogy workshops 
would involve the use of online games, activities intended to motivate 
students in wanting to learn more about money management. This 
model has been designed to provide for sustainability and scalability.

Sustainability would be achieved through infusion in classroom 
lessons, learning journeys, carnivals, camp and also enrichment 
programmes to preservice teachers, inservice teachers and school 
leaders. The hub will also provide assistance in organising financial 
literacy cluster events for schools.

A Tribute in 
C J Koh’s 
Memory
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

With a matching grant from the Singapore 
Government, a total of S$1.6M will be 
dispersed to eligible recipients on an 
undergraduate programme.

Mr Ong presented these generous gifts to the 
university in the presence of NTU President 
Dr Su Guaning (second from right), NIE 
Director Prof Lee Sing Kong  (left) and other 
senior university staff during an informal 

dinner at the Ritz-Carlton, Millenia Singapore 
on September 2007.

Previous donations to NIE by Mr Ong included 
a S$1.5M endowment to set up the C J Koh 
Professorship in Education and an additional 
sum of S$500,000 towards the awards of the 
Pradap Kow (Mrs C J Koh) Scholarship in Higher 
Degrees in Education and S$500,000 towards 
the C J Koh Collection for NIE Library.

Education Minister of State Lui Tuck Yew (centre), flanked by Mr Piyush Gupta 
(left), Citi Country Officer for Singapore & Head of ASEAN for Citi Markets & 
Banking & NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, launches the Financial Literacy Hub 
for Teachers
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NIE Soars with 2007 Milestones
31 October NIE & Citi Foundation Launch Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers
 … to equip 500 of them over the next 18 months to raise financial literacy standards among teachers and students 

in Singapore.

9 October NIE Lends a Hand to its Vietnamese Counterpart
 … National Institute of Educational Management to establish an educational centre that will train and develop 

school principals.

20 September NIE Collaborates with the Islamic Religious Council
 … of Singapore Academy to develop a course for full-time madrasah (religious schools) teachers, leading to the 

Specialist Diploma in Teaching.

September McKinsey & Company’s Report on the World’s Best-Performing School Systems
 … reveals the critical role teacher education plays in Singapore.
 
21 August Eight Education Deans Form Worldwide Alliance
 … to look into teacher education issues and act as a think-tank to identify trends in teacher education. NIE Director 

Prof Lee Sing Kong is inaugural chair and host of the alliance.

13 August First Cohort of 10 Candidates Embarks on EdD
 ... Dual Award Programme, bringing to fruition a collaborative agreement made a year earlier between NIE and the 

University of London’s Institute of Education.

3 August Second NIE Director’s Relay Run Raises S$48K
 … for MINDS Jurong Gardens School, with 400 runners participating in a competitive relay and a 
 self-pace version.

24 July Diploma in Departmental Management Programme
 … graduates its last 154 participants. This programme is replaced by the Management and Leadership in Schools, 

with an emphasis on collaborative learning.

July NIE Charts Roadmap Towards Distinction
 … based on its 2007-2012 Strategic Plan, covering teaching, research and corporate support structures. Endorsed 

by a distinguished five-member International Advisory Panel, the 3:3:3 Roadmap - 3 Pillars, 3 Strategies, 3 Success 
Factors - aims to realign NIE with emerging trends and be positioned as a top-tier educational institution.

13 June NIE & SRI International Set Up the Centre of Excellence for Learning Innovation
 … with an initial focus of using technology to improve science and mathematics education, carry out joint research 

programmes in the learning sciences and Interactive and Digital Media for education.

28 May NIE Partners Tokyo University’s Graduate School of Education
 … with a five-year memorandum of understanding, providing a framework for the exchange of faculty and students, 

collaborative research, organising joint lectures and symposia.

April Emirates College for Advanced Education Appoints its Vice Chancellor
 … in the person of seconded senior NIE staff Prof Quek Jin Jong. His responsibilities include the college’s development 

of academic and research programmes, governance, management and corporate services.

27 March The Crown Prince of Bahrain Visits Singapore
 … and witnesses the signing of a memorandum of intent between NIE and the Bahraini Ministry of Education. The 

areas of cooperation are assessing and upgrading training, and enrichment programmes for its teachers.

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENTS
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RESEARCH

(1994 to 2006), Prof Leo Tan (below, right), and also the deadline 
that Assoc Prof Chia had to meet when tasked with the seemingly 
insurmountable process of preserving an orchid flower in its original 
state for presentation to Prof Tan.

Ever the nature lover, Prof Tan casually remarked to his secretary, Mrs 
Belinda Teo, that being able to preserve and present an orchid flower in 
its original colour and texture as a gift would be great. Mrs Teo wasted 
no time in helping to materialise his wishes for a birthday surprise in 
2007. Given Assoc Prof Chia’s expertise in orchid research, he was 
roped in to examine how this outcome could be achieved. Assoc 
Prof Chia and his team made headline news in 2000 by successfully 
creating the world’s first and only genetically bioluminescent orchid. 
Since then, he has made several other research breakthroughs on both 
scientific and educational fronts.

Blossoming Idea
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

T he 19th of October etches deeply in the mind of Assoc Prof 
Chia Tet Fatt (Natural Sciences and Science Education) (below, 
left). This date is the birthday of NIE’s immediate past Director 

and came up with the “bio-scaffolding” 
technique of draining and replacing 
moisture from orchid petals with an 
infusion of a unique mix of polymer to 
retain the softness and luster of orchid 
petals. This technique involves building 
a nano-cellular scaffold around each 
orchid cell to prevent the cell from 
collapsing while polymer mixture is 
infused into the cell in replacement of 
the moisture. Assoc Prof Chia’s research 
eventually materialised shortly before 
Prof Tan’s birthday. The well-preserved 
Dendrobium Nanyang (above), a hybrid 
created by school students as part of 
the Orchid Hybridisation Programme 
developed by Assoc Prof Chia, was 
presented to a delighted Prof Tan on 
his birthday.

The successful development of the bio-
scaffold technique reaffirmed Assoc Prof 
Chia’s conviction that “in order to excel 
in the field of educational research, one 
cannot divorce pedagogy from research”. 

Despite having to manage lecturing and research duties in his course of 
work, Assoc Prof Chia is able to find a balance in fulfilling his passion 
in research. Notwithstanding the initial success of this breakthrough 
orchid preservation technique, Assoc Prof Chia and Mr Lee will be 
working on perfecting and subsequently introducing the technique to 
other flower and plant types. The next time you see a beautiful floral 
arrangement on the table, take a closer look as the display may just 
be a well-preserved centrepiece made possible through the research 
efforts of NIE. For more information, please contact Assoc Prof Chia at 
email: tetfatt.chia@nie.edu.sg.

The road to discovering the orchid preservation was nothing short 
of serendipitous for Assoc Prof Chia. Through Prof Tan, he was 
introduced to Mr Lee Hock Kian of Forbes Enterprises. Mr Lee is the 
first in the world to invent the technology of embedding real orchid 
in acrylic resin and had in recent years, invented an award-winning 
technology in preserving flowers in its original colour and shape. As 
Prof Tan aptly quoted, “When you stand on the shoulders of giants, 
you are able to see and learn more.” Through Mr Lee’s financial 
support and his previous experience in orchid preservation, Assoc 
Prof Chia was able to take reference from Mr Lee’s earlier inventions 
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IN MEMORIAM6

A dragonboat tragedy in Cambodia 
on 23 November 2007 claimed the 
lives of five Singaporeans when 

their dragonboat capsized in Tonle Sap River 
following the completion of a race. Among 
the five deceased was 31-year-old Stephen 
Loh Soon Ann, a Physical Education (PE) 
teacher with the National Junior College 
(NJC) and a recent graduate of NIE.

Mr Loh’s former classmate, Mr Mohammed 
Azuan Tan of East Spring Secondary School, 
reminisces their time together on the 
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PE) 
programme (2006 to 2007).

Stephen was affectionately nicknamed 
“The Beast” by our classmates after an X-Men 
character, who is muscular yet extremely 
intelligent. Stephen had both attributes. He 
was always ready to offer a helping hand, 
especially when we struggled with complex 
mathematical formulas.

Apart from his mental capacity 
and good looks, Stephen 
possessed many other virtues 
which qualified him as a 
consummate PE teacher. The 
man was extremely dedicated 
to the cause of teaching. We 
would often lament about 
our teaching experiences 
but more often than not, he 

Report Sings Praises of Singapore’s 
Teacher Preparation System

AWARDS & HONOURS

By Public, International & Alumni Relations

A recently-released report by McKinsey and Company, entitled 
How the World’s Best-performing School Systems Come Out on 
Top, attributed the following three factors to the success of 

top school systems: (a) “getting the right people to become teachers” 
(b) “developing them into effective instructors” and (c) “ensuring 
that the system is able to deliver the best possible instruction for 
every child”. A key distinguishing principle is that “the quality of an 
education system cannot exceed the quality of its teachers”.

Based on research conducted by the management consultancy 
between May 2006 and March 2007 on 25 of the world’s school 

systems, McKinsey and Company examined the commonalities 
across the 10 top performers and the tools they used to improve 
student outcomes.

As a key node in Singapore’s education system, NIE has been 
instrumental in enabling its school structure to progress from 
low to high performance within a few decades by developing 
the teacher’s training programmes and in transforming them 
into better quality educators. The institute also prepares school 
management through its leadership programmes by challenging 
them to go beyond best practices.

Mohammed Azuan Tan (left) & two Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education classmates celebrate 
Stephen Loh’s (right) birthday Goodbye, 

Dearest 
Teacher, 
Athlete & 
Friend

would emanate inspiration by reminding us 
that the students were the primary reason 
for our entering the profession. He led by 
example. Stephen went out of his way to 
help his students, even in subjects beyond 
his scope of work. I remember a time when 
he sacrificed a soccer session during the term 
holidays to help a group of NJC students 
in Mathematics although his sole teaching 
subject was PE.

Stephen was passionate and proficient in 
every sport we learnt. There was not a single 

sport he did not represent us in interclass 
games. Sometimes after underperforming 
at a game, we would attribute his absence 
as the cause. During our Fitness and 
Conditioning lessons, I always paired 
myself with him thinking that we were 
of the same fitness level but was often 
proven wrong. He always carried heavier 
weights, ran faster or simply lasted longer. 
His discipline and commitment were also 
extremely commendable. He was never one 
to miss lessons or training sessions. After a 
hard day of physical activity, Stephen would 
still rush off for dragonboat training. Given 
the fact that we finished work at 6pm and 
needed to be in school by 8.30am the next 
day, his stamina was truly amazing.

As his classmate though, he will be 
remembered not so much for his 
achievements and abilities but for being 
simply a great person to be around. Despite 
his busy schedule, he made a concerted 
effort to be present at gatherings and social 
events because fostering relationships was 
important to him. Stephen was extremely 
jovial and a joy to have in class for I was one 
of those who could fully appreciate his quirky 
sense of humour.

Upon reading about the missing national 
dragonboat racers in the newspapers, I 
would never have expected one of them to 
be Stephen. But as soon as my worst fears 
were founded, like everyone else who knew 
of this tragedy, I felt a sense of loss, knowing 
that the world has sacrificed a great teacher 
and we, a great friend.

“ “
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mmediate past NIE Director Prof Leo Tan (Natural Sciences 
and Science Education) (right) has come a long way since his 
championing of the green cause as an undergraduate at the I

University of Singapore. As one of three winners, he received the 
President’s Award for the Environment from Singapore President S R 
Nathan (left) on 7 December 2007.

Paper on 
Handheld 
Computers as 
Cognitive Tools 
Wins Award

paper, presented by Learning Sciences Laboratory 
(LSL) researchers, won the Best Paper Award at the 
International Conference on Computers in Education 

involved 480 Primary 4 students using handheld computers 
as cognitive tools to facilitate their inquiry-based learning on 
environmental issues – 3Rs (Reduce, Reuse and Recycle). They 
investigated how waste was produced, the impact 3Rs could 
have on protecting the environment in a field trip and how 
they could involve their parents in applying the 3Rs at home.

Assoc Prof Looi Chee Kit (Head, LSL) delivered a keynote 
speech entitled Bridging Research to Practice in Technology-
Mediated Learning: Innovations and Challenges in 
Singapore at the conference, which was attended by 280 
international delegates.

The ICCE series of international conference provides a 
scholarly exchange on the use of computing technologies in 
education. Organised annually under the auspices of the Asia-
Pacific Society for Computers in Education, ICCE conferences 
have been enhancing quality research and development in 
technology-supported education throughout the Asia-Pacific 
region and internationally. The technical programme of ICCE 
2007 included paper sessions, panel, posters, tutorials, 
workshops, invited speeches, doctoral consortium and other 
special events. ICCE 2007 had an acceptance rate of 23 
percent for full papers.

A
(ICCE), held in Hiroshima, Japan from 5 to 9 November 2007. 
Handheld Computers as Cognitive Tools: An Environmental 
Learning Project in Singapore, co-authored by Nicholas Tan, 
Chen Wenli, Looi Chee Kit, Zhang Baohui, Peter Seow, 
Anwar Chan, Chung Tze Min and Oh Teck Tiong, reported 
the laboratory’s project collaboration with the National 
Environment Agency and six primary schools. The project 

By Learning Sciences Laboratory

Dual Awards for Former NIE Director
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

The award recognises individuals and 
organisations for contributions to Singapore’s 
efforts in achieving environmental sustainability. 
Prof Tan was selected for his stellar commitment 
in nature conservation and marine biology 
education. His achievements included the re-
designation of Labrador Park as a protected 
reserve and as Chairman between 1998 and 
2007, he helped National Parks Board (NParks) 
grow from a green infrastructure builder to a 
provider of exciting lifestyle and recreational 
experiences. Prof Tan also initiated numerous 
reforestation projects, one of which resulted 
in a thriving mangrove community in Pulau 
Semakau. The marine biologist continues to 
serve NParks by chairing its fund-raising arm, 
the Garden City Fund.

Another feather in Prof Tan’s cap is the Public 
Administration Medal (Gold) (Bar) for his 

7

almost four decades of public service at last year’s National Day 
Awards. He was NIE Director for 13 years until November 2006. 
“I dedicate this medal to all NIE staff for their hard work during 
my tenure as Director. In the ever changing education landscape, 
every leader must rely on his management team for support and 
encouragement to respond to, even preempt, its demands. In that 
respect, I was privileged to have my exemplary colleagues rally to the 
challenges with passion and conviction,” Prof Tan shares.
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International Collaboration Brings 
Award Nomination for Institute
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

8

NIE has received news of international 
recognition for literary work in the 
area of sport. Assoc Prof Nick Aplin 

(Physical Education and Sports Science) has 
been working with the International Master 
Tibor Karolyi from Hungary during the past 
three years. Their collaboration first produced 
the two-volume analysis of Gary Kasparov’s 
Fighting Chess published by Batsfords (UK) in 

(From left) Prof Chew Cheng Hai, NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, 
Mdm Thana Thaver & Asst Prof C Kunalan after a ceremony 
honouring them for teaching excellence

An erudite scholar in the Chinese language, a former national 
athlete and a doctoral candidate in special education were 
honoured as winners of Nanyang Technological University’s 

Excellence in Teaching Award on 14 September 2007.

Prof Chew Cheng Hai
Prof Chew (Asian Languages and Cultures) has devoted his entire 
professional life to Chinese language education in Singapore. Since his 
graduation from Nanyang University with a Bachelor of Arts in 1967, 
he has trained innumerable cohorts of Chinese language teachers 
at NIE and its predecessor institutes. He has served on numerous 
national committees on Chinese language teaching and review, and 
as an external examiner, adviser and visiting professor to a dozen 
regional universities.

“A knowledge of Modern and Classical Chinese Grammar is essential to 
every Chinese language teacher and scholar, but making the subjects 
interesting is a great challenge to all educators. My proudest moment 
is when my students provide feedback that they have found my lectures 
stimulating and have benefited greatly from my courses,” shares Prof 
Chew on his source of pride in his long illustrious academic career.

Asst Prof C Kunalan
Synonymous with athletics is former national sprinter, C Kunalan 
(Physical Education and Sports Science). The assistant professor taught 
for 19 years in schools before joining the then Institute of Education 
in 1980. Arguably Singapore’s finest sprinter, having won five Asian 
Games and 14 South-east Asian Peninsular Games medals in an athletic 
career that spanned over a decade in the 1960s, he now lectures on 
functional anatomy and exercise physiology, and conducts practical 
classes in fitness and conditioning, plus track and field.

On how he inspires his student teachers to give of their best as 
prospective teachers, Asst Prof Kunalan divulges his winning formula, 

Teaching Excellence 
Applauded by NTU
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

“I try to show that everything I teach - sport science, sport pedagogy, 
sport sociology – has a practical application in life. I try my best to 
include events occurring around us to enhance the lecture.”

Mdm Thana Thaver
Mdm Thaver (Early Childhood and Special Needs Education) teaches 
courses in educational psychology, gifted education and special 
education. Her research interests focus on preservice preparation of 
teachers for children with special needs in mainstream classrooms; 
experiences and practices of teachers in mainstream classrooms 
working with students with diverse needs. Mdm Thaver is currently 
involved in a two-year study of how teachers cope with children 
with diverse needs in mainstream schools. Mdm Thaver is due to 
complete her doctoral studies with Nanyang Technological University 
in 2009.

Mdm Thaver’s pays tribute to the persons who have inspired her in 
her journey, “Over the years, my thoughts about life and teaching have 
been much influenced by my encounters with teachers working with 
people with disabilities and two writers in particular, Jean Vanier and 
Henri Nouwen. They have awakened my awareness of the meaning 
of living and teaching; that it is not just about ‘doing’ but ‘being’. It 
is about bringing your authentic ‘self’ into wherever you are at that 
moment and creating an inner space of warmth and welcome for the 
person you are with.

“They remind me to treat each soul with tenderness in our driven 
and competitive world so that in the process of our being together, 
there may be joy and healing. They have opened my eyes to see 
that weakness and disability are part of being human, and that if we 
embrace these in ourselves, we will be able to truly appreciate the 
infinite worth of another person and bring this way of ‘being’ into the 
way we live our lives and our classrooms. This journey of ‘becoming’ 
will take a lifetime.”

2006. An investigation of endgame play was 
published by New In Chess (Netherlands) 
the following year.
 
This book, entitled Endgame Virtuoso 
Anatoly Karpov, has now been nominated 
as one of four international candidates for 
the British Chess Federation (BCF) Book of 
the Year 2007.

The other candidates for this include former 
world champion Gary Kasparov, who recently 
entered the Russian presidential race.

Inaugurated in 2000, the BCF award has 
been won previously by M Sadler (2000), V 
Korchnoi (2001), K Muller and F Lamprecht 
(2002), G Kasparov (2003 and 2005), P 
Benko (2004) and G van Perlo (2006).



Phonetician is 
Fulbright Research 
Scholar 2007-2008

USA and other countries. From a huge pool of 
applicants, one or two research scholarships 
are given out annually to young academics 
below 45 years of age, selected primarily for 
demonstrating leadership potential and a 
sterling research record.

Assoc Prof Low will be working on the research 
topic A Cross-cultural Comparison Between the 
Professional Preparation of English Language 
Teachers in Singapore and English as a Second 
Language Teachers in the USA. A phonetician 
(speech science specialist) by training, Assoc 
Prof Low obtained her PhD in Linguistics from 
the University of Cambridge, UK under an NIE/
Nanyang Technological University Overseas 
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For the second year running, NIE academics 
have done the institute proud by winning 
the coveted Fulbright Research Scholarship, 

awarded by the J William Fulbright Foreign 
Scholarship Board, US Department of State, 
Bureau of Educational and Cultural Affairs. 
The 2007-2008 award belongs to Assoc Prof 
Low Ee Ling (Sub Dean, Degree, Foundation 
Programmes). In 2006-2007, Assoc Prof Ang 
Cheng Guan (Head, Humanities and Social 
Studies Education) won the Fulbright and 
was concurrently appointed as Woodrow 
Wilson Public Policy Scholar. As the 
flagship international educational exchange 
programme, the Fulbright programme aims to 
increase mutual understanding between the 

Research Fellow Wins 
Prestigious Awards

to help advance the early careers of dedicated 
researchers by honouring and rewarding 
exceptional research studies.

Dr Arief Darmanegara Liem (right) won the 
award for his work on understanding how 
culture influences the ways that students 
approach learning. His own experience as 
a student in diverse cultural environments 
piqued his curiosity on the way culture 
influences one’s study approach.

Using values as a measurable individual-level 
construct that mediates culture, he set off 
to investigate the role played by values in 
classroom social interactions and approaches 
to learning among secondary school students 
in Indonesia, Australia, Singapore and the 
Philippines. Some interesting findings from 
his research showed that, regardless of 
cultural background and educational context, 
students’ classroom social interactions and 
approaches to learning are associated with 

their value orientations in a similar fashion, 
and the differences simply lie in the level of 
endorsement of such values. He also found 
that in a highly competitive and achievement-
oriented society such as Singapore, students 
are inclined towards studying hard to compete 
with their peers irrespective of their intrinsic 
interest in a subject.

On his winning the prestigious award, Dr Liem 
was humble yet delighted, “I was really happy 
and surprised (to win this award) because 
this is the first time that the award was given 
to somebody from Asia.” He was also grateful 
for the support he received, “I could only have 
achieved the award with sufficient financial 
support from the Singapore Millennium 
Foundation and of course, an excellent 
doctoral supervisor in Dr Elizabeth Nair,” he 
added. Dr Liem received his basic education 
at Maranatha Christian University, Indonesia, 
pursued his master’s degree at the University 
of New South Wales, Australia and PhD at 
the National University of Singapore.

More recently, Dr Liem was also bestowed the 
Jun Tae-Gun Young Scholar Award (above, 
receiving the award from CRPP’s Prof Dennis 
McInerney) by the Asian Association of Social 
Psychology. This award recognises excellent 
research by young Asian scholars.

By Public, International & Alumni Relations

Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling outside the Lynch School of Education, Boston College

Graduate Scholarship. She aspires to use 
her research findings to inform professional 
preparation for English language teachers in 
Singapore and those in the USA preparing to 
face a classroom where a percentage of students 
are from migrant families where English is 
a second language. As a visiting scholar 
to the Curriculum and Instruction, Teacher 
Education and Special Education Department 
at one of the world’s leading teacher education 
institutes, Boston College, Assoc Prof Low 
will have the opportunity to work with world 
renowned bilingual specialist Prof Maria Brisk 
and NIE’s first C J Koh Professor (see story on 
page 3) and International Advisory Panel 2007 
member Prof Marilyn Cochran-Smith.

By Ms Vanessa Tang, Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice

A research fellow with the Centre for 
Research in Pedagogy and Practice 
(CRPP) was recently awarded the 

Harry and Pola Triandis Doctoral Thesis 
Award by the International Association for 
Cross-Cultural Psychology. The award aims 
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Sport Scientist Contributes to 
World Renowned Tomes

SPORTS SCIENCE IN 
SPORTING SUCCESS™

By Assoc Prof Michael Chia, Head, Physical Education & Sports Science

SPORTS SCIENCE IN SPORTING SUCCESS™, funded by NIE, was 
developed by sports scientists from the Physical Education and Sports 
Science Academic Group. SPORTS SCIENCE IN SPORTING SUCCESS™ 
is a scientific and holistic approach to understanding and practising 
the principles of science during training and competition. This web-
based resource helps youths to get the most out of their sporting 
pursuits in training, practice or competition. Harvesting success in 
sports is both an art and a science and paying heed to the contents 
of this website will equip youths with the knowledge to harnessing 
their sporting talent safely and effectively. Schools can preview and 
subscribe by accessing http://www.sportsuccess.nie.edu.sg.

Key segments are:

Sports Physiology (Assoc Prof Michael Chia & Asst Prof 
Patricia Wong)
Physical fitness is an important prerequisite for excellence in sports. 
How do you improve your agility, speed, strength and flexibility? 
Understand how the energy systems fuel sports performance and 
how age, sex, genetics and training can influence the delivery of 
energy. Know the sensitive ages for physical fitness development. 
Get these special tips and more with the animated illustrations in 
this special segment.

Sports Psychology (Asst Prof John Wang & Dr Bervyn Lee)
Sports competition is also a mental contest of wits. How do you 
build your mental models for peak sports performance? Determine 
the mental blueprint for best sports performance with the Mental 
Tests and Interactive Games.

Sports Biomechanics (Asst Prof John Tan & Dr Michael Koh)
Enhance technique and improve athletic performance by 

Paediatric exercise physiologist Assoc Prof Michael Chia (Head, 
Physical Education and Sports Science) made invited lead author 
chapter contributions with world-renowned sports scientists 

to two internationally renowned tomes – Volume XIII Encyclopaedia 
of Sports Medicine: The Young Athlete in 2008 and Paediatric Exercise 
Physiology in 2007.

The former seminal reference book in Sports Medicine, commissioned 
by the International Olympic Council in Lausanne, Switzerland, is 
distributed to universities worldwide while the latter is used extensively 
as a university text for sports science in the UK and Europe. In his 

encyclopaedia contribution, Assoc Prof Chia authored with world expert 
on high intensity exercise, Prof Omri Inbar of the Wingate Institute in 
Israel, on Development of Anaerobic Performance: An Old Issue Revisited. 
In the other, he collaborated with Prof Neil Armstrong, Deputy Vice-
Chancellor of the University of Exeter and Director of its Children’s 
Health and Exercise Research Centre in the UK on the chapter, Maximal 
Intensity Exercise.

Assoc Prof Chia is the sole contributor from Asia in both scientific 
tomes. Book and order details are available from Churchill Livingstone 
Elsevier, London and Blackwell Publishing, Oxford in the UK.

By Assoc Prof Michael Chia, Head, Physical Education & Sports Science

understanding the physics of sports movement. This segment 
introduces the biomechanical aspects of human movement activities. 
Using animated illustrations, this segment conveys the underlying 
mechanical principles governing sports movements and provides 
kinematics and kinetic analysis of technique.

Sports Motor Learning (Asst Prof Chow Jia Yi)
From distilling and discerning the opponent’s body cues to 
improvising strategies for faster reaction time, this segment equips 
youths with the acquisition and performance of motor skills. With 
interactive games and useful step-by-step tips, youths gain an 
insight on how sports people improve their motor skills.

Sports Nutrition (Assoc Prof Michael Chia)
What is a balanced diet for sports champions? What diet increases 
the opportunity for peak performance? What drink types are suitable 
for sports? Is water the best sports beverage? Find out the nutrient 
content of common hawker foods. What foods should you eat for 
pre-training and post-training? With proprietary programming, 
youths can access to all the right answers with just a few simple 
clicks of the mouse.

Injury Prevention (Assoc Prof Michael Chia)
View video clips on the different types of warm up stretches to get 
your body ready for the physical exertion. Why are some exercises 
to be avoided? Get to know specific stretches for different sports. 
Exercise increases core body temperature and when the body is 
overheated, exercise performance is adversely affected. Get tips on 
what youths can do to stay cool during exercise in the heat. Thirst 
is a blunt indictor of dehydration. Are you adequately hydrated even 
before you start to exercise? Find out with the use of a Colour of My 
Urine programme.
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Redesigning 
Pedagogy: 
Refl ections on 
Theory & Praxis

BOOK LAUNCHES

R edesigning Pedagogy: Voices of Practitioners is an anthology of 
articles presented at the Redesigning Pedagogy Conference in 
2005, organised by the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and 

T his book brings together selected 
papers from a conference focusing on 
Redesigning Pedagogy, organised by 

NIE’s Centre for Research in Pedagogy and 
Practice, in 2007. The papers are organised 
around seven key themes: Literacy Education, 
Relations of Power, Refl ection, Meaning 
Making, Evaluation, and Mathematics and 
Science. There are two distinctive features 
in this title. First is its international 
focus. In addition to providing readers 
with an introduction to pedagogy in 
Singapore, it contains discussions on 

the environments in Australia, Canada, Hong 
Kong, South Africa and the United States. A second focus is a 

strong commitment to transnational research. Although infl uenced by 
the theoretical perspectives of Bourdieu, Luke and others, the authors 
are primarily focused on classroom practices.

This title will be of interest to students, researchers and practitioners 
who are interested in broad thematic and comparative issues. With a 
number of chapters on Literacy Educsation, Mathematics, and Science, 
the publication will also be of appeal to those more interested in content 
specifi c areas.

Practice. This book showcases the experiences of practising teachers. 
Practical and innovative research-based strategies and instructional 
techniques for various disciplines and at all levels for improving learners’ 
development are explained in detail. They also demonstrate a shift in 
classroom instruction from being teacher-centred to learner-centred as 
they prepare learners to be independent, critical and adaptable for the 
global economy.

T his book brings together selected 
papers from a conference focusing on 
Redesigning Pedagogy, organised by 

NIE’s Centre for Research in Pedagogy and 
Practice, in 2007. The papers are organised 
around seven key themes: Literacy Education, 
Relations of Power, Refl ection, Meaning 
Making, Evaluation, and Mathematics and 
Science. There are two distinctive features 
in this title. First is its international 
focus. In addition to providing readers 
with an introduction to pedagogy in 
Singapore, it contains discussions on 

the environments in Australia, Canada, Hong 
Kong, South Africa and the United States. A second focus is a 

strong commitment to transnational research. Although infl uenced by 

Redesigning 
Pedagogy:
Voices of 
Practitioners

In the latest team effort by four academic staff of the Physical 
Education and Sports Science Academic Group, a school 
textbook was published to help prepare students taking Physical 

Education (PE) as a subject at the GCE ‘O’ Level examination.

Physical Education for Upper Secondary was written by Mr 
Steven Quek, Asst Prof C Kunalan, Asst Prof Alan Ch’ng and 
Mr Mohammed Azhar Yusof. This pioneering effort to provide 
academic material to students studying PE in upper secondary 
schools will help teachers not only in examination preparation 
but also promote the importance of PE and sport in their 
respective schools.

Some Singapore schools such as the 
Singapore Sports School, Cedar Girls 
Secondary School, CHIJ St Nicholas, 
Catholic High School, Victoria School, 
and North Vista Secondary School 
have already offered PE at ‘O’ Level 
to some of their students. With 
the introduction of PE as an ‘O’ 
Level subject, the subject is now 
duly recognised to be an academic 
discipline besides its widely-held 
physical nature.

The textbook aims to equip students with concepts and 
theories on various areas in PE. These include broad areas 
of factors affecting performance, illustrated through health 
and safety, and sociological factors affecting participation 
in physical activities. With examples and applications taken 
from the local sport scene, this book will make an enjoyable 
academic resource to students as well as for those who simply 
want to know more about the subject.

Textbook to 
Help Prepare 
Students for ‘O’ 
Level Physical 
Education

Addressing the Ministry of Education’s initiative, Teach Less, Learn 
More, the articles offer fresh insights and ideas in their proposed 
redesigned pedagogies, inclusive of the following:

• The effective use of IT as a pedagogical tool for language and 
Mathematics teaching

• Metacognitive strategies for enhancing comprehension
• The ‘USER’ Approach for problem-solving in Mathematics
• Using running records to develop profi cient readers
• Strategies incorporating new concepts of literacy and ICT in 

multimedia texts

The textbook aims to equip students with concepts and 

Redesigning 
Level subject, the subject is now 
duly recognised to be an academic 
discipline besides its widely-held 
physical nature.

The textbook aims to equip students with concepts and 
theories on various areas in PE. These include broad areas 
of factors affecting performance, illustrated through health 
and safety, and sociological factors affecting participation 
in physical activities. With examples and applications taken 
from the local sport scene, this book will make an enjoyable 
academic resource to students as well as for those who simply 
want to know more about the subject.
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Advanced in 
Every Way
By Mrs Shirley Tham-Yeo Geok Lian, 
Master Teacher (English Language), 
Schools Division, Cluster West 6

Advanced in more ways than one
Senior Teachers in every sense of the word 
Programme for giants:
Passionate Master and Senior Teachers
18 special people with 400 something years of experience amongst them
Oh my, oh my, you don’t say
How so for giants such as these?
What indeed should they learn?
How indeed should we teach?

Teach they did, these NIE Professors
In metaphors, similes, personifications on
Leadership, Mentoring, Curriculum, Research, Pedagogy, Technology
They taught a repertoire of skills to all
Together we:
Visualised a future for Singapore schools
Philosophised on current research trends
Concurred on curriculum theories
Discussed educational issues
Questioned existing assumptions
Presented rigorous ideas
Learned new approaches
Challenged leadership paradigms
Visited interesting places
Shared their lives: visions, dreams, thoughts, successes, failures, aspirations
Individually and together 
They taught themselves passionately

Some combed the streets of Beijing to buy special wooden combs for each to enjoy
This wooden comb: a symbol for their new found friendships
To fine comb their ideas and thoughts 
To glean the fields of lives’ experiences yet another time
If chance had brought them together, then chance will smile at their good fortune 
For each has a story to tell: tall tales, strange truths, great humor and laughter resound
Indeed in every joke or tale, therein lies the true meaning and essence of a message 
That has withstood the test of time

They have withstood the test of time: 
Moving with the tides and times of education
They remained the stalwarts and pillars of Singapore schools
Each, a leader who scales new heights
Together they stand tall: 
Renewed, refreshed, recharged
ASTP was a rich experience; a milestone for all!

The Advanced Senior 
Teachers’ Programme aims 
to provide a platform for 
senior teacher leaders to 
expand their roles and to 
take on higher teacher 
leadership responsibilites. 
The programme places a 
premium on knowledge 
creation and innovation. 
The programme serves to 
build expertise competence 
among Senior Teachers, 
enhance capacity to lead 
and mentor, and create new 
knowledge and innovation 
in teaching and learning 
beyond best practices.

This cohort (above), which 
took place over two weeks in 
July 2007 and another two in 
August 2007, was facilitated 
by academics from the Policy 
and Leadership Studies 
Academic Group viz Asst 
Prof Lim Lee Hean, Assoc 
Prof Low Guat Tin, Assoc 
Prof Zhang Yenming, and 
also co-facilitated by Asst 
Prof Chew Lee Chin, Assoc 
Prof Tan Tai Wei, Curriculum 
Pedagogy and Planning Unit 
and Educational Technology 
Division officers of the 
Ministry of Education.

“
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Leaders & 
Educators 
in Asia 
Programme

Deputy Director 
Appointed to Oversee 
Research

PROGRAMMES

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENTS

Asimple yet significant ceremony took place on 3 January 2008 
to launch a new leadership training programme managed 
by NIE. Through a partnership with Temasek Foundation of 

By Public, International & Alumni Relations

Singapore and the Ateneo de Manila University in the Philippines 
(also see story on page 20), the institute is offering the Temasek 
Foundation-NIE Leaders and Educators in Asia Programme (LEAP).

LEAP aims to encourage growth and innovation in education, and 
establish a strong network of leaders and educators. This initiative, 
funded by the Temasek Foundation and supported by NIE, will 
start with the Philippines in collaboration with the Ateneo de  
Manila University.

This project will start with nine participating schools in Manila, 
and more than 80 educators, including new and inservice 

Assoc Prof Koh Thiam Seng assumed the post of NIE Deputy 
Director in October 2007 with the main responsibility of 
overseeing educational research. He is concurrently Director 

of Educational Technology Division at the Ministry of Education. 
Prior to that, he was Deputy Director, Higher Education Division 
at the ministry from 2000 to 2003 and Associate Dean, Academic 
Computing at NIE from 1999 to 2000. He is also an academic staff 
with the Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group.

Assoc Prof Koh’s research interests include policy studies on the 
effective implementation of ICT in education, in particular, in science 
education, development of innovative ICT-enabled pedagogies 
to enhance science education, and ICT-enabled communities of 
practice for the professional development of teachers.

By Public, International & Alumni Relations

He obtained his first 
degree in Chemistry 
and Mathematics at the 
National University of 
Singapore, followed by 
his Master of Science 
in synthetic Organic 
Chemistry at Massey 

teachers, departmental heads and principals. These educators will 
receive sponsorship to attend leadership development, Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education and professional development programmes 
conducted either at NIE or the Ateneo de Manila University. The aim 
is to impact a community of educators who can foster innovative 
teaching practices within their community and beyond. The transfer 
of knowledge is expected to benefit more than 30,000 students 
when these educators return to their home country to teach and 
share their knowledge with other educators. 

The LEAP programme will be extended to cover more  
schools in several countries over the next few years to create 
a strong network of education practitioners and leaders who 
can share their knowledge, technology and experiences across 
regional boundaries.

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong (left) & Mr Goh Geok Khim, Temasek Foundation 
Chairman endorse their partnership in a new leadership training programme

NIE  Deputy Director Assoc Prof Koh Thiam Seng

University, New Zealand. He then pursued his PhD in synthetic 
Polymer Chemistry and Biochromatography at Monash University, 
Australia, on NIE’s Staff Development Award and the Australian 
Government’s Equity and Merit Scholarship. For his postgraduate 
education, he worked on cellulose and polyurethane ion-exchangers 
for the purification of biomolecules such as proteins.
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Keynote Address 
on Teacher 
Education Trends

What Makes a 
Genius? Nature 
or Nurture?

Prof Goh Kim Chuan (Associate Dean, Student Development and 
Liaison) was invited by the Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah Institute 
of Education, University Brunei Darussalam to give a keynote 

address on Current Trends and Practices in Teacher Education on 19 
November 2007 at the National Seminar/Workshop in Education 
from 19 to 21 November 2007 in Bandar Seri Begawan. His paper 
dealt with four main issues, namely teacher education curriculum, 
school-based practices and school-university partnership, teacher 
effectiveness and the outcomes question, and teacher education and 
professional development. In all these aspects, he also shared NIE’s 
experience. The seminar was attended by 250 teachers, education 
ministry officials and academics and was officially opened by the 
Bruneian Minister of Education.

By Public, International & Alumni Relations

n celebration of National Geographic Channel’s global premiere of 
its new television programme My Brilliant Brain, Assoc Prof Susan 
Wright (Head, Early Childhood and Special Needs Education) was 

invited to sit on a discussion panel, as part of an exclusive performance 
by renowned music child prodigy Marc Yu, at Victoria Concert Hall on 
20 November 2007.

Joining her on the panel were Ms Marina Tay, President of MENSA 
Singapore, Dr Sim Beng Joo, Research Scientist of Brand’s Health 
Science Centre, Cereobos and Ms Chloe Yu, Marc’s mother. The 
session was moderated by Ms Julie Tan, President of Singapore Music 
Teachers Association.

In response to a question raised on how one could help develop 
talents and abilities from a young age, Ms Yu shared that she invoked 
the passion and curiosity in Marc by keeping his mind active with 
constructive toys. Assoc Prof Wright added that the child should be 
allowed to do what he or she was interested in. She also believed that 
parents had a role to play in providing the environment for the child to 
develop as well as acknowledging his particular talent.

NIE staff, students and alumni were invited to the event, and were treated 
to a repertoire performance by Marc as well as an insightful discussion 
on whether geniuses could be nurtured or are a gift of nature.

I

The Ministry of Education, Singapore 
(MOE) will be jointly organising the 
International Conference on Teaching 

and Learning with Technology (iCTLT) 
biennially from 2008. The International 
Society for Technology in Education is the 
organisation that hosts the premier National 
Educational Computing Conference annually 
in the USA.

The inaugural iCTLT 2008 will be held on 5 and 
6 August 2008 at Suntec City and the theme 
is Learning, Leading, Innovating. iCTLT 2008 
will focus on effective and innovative practices 
on the use of ICT for teaching and learning, 
issues and trends related to ICT in education 
as well as school and teacher leadership 
to drive ICT implementation in schools. It 
will provide opportunities for sharing and 
networking among local and overseas school 
leaders, education researchers, classroom 
practitioners and industry leaders across the 
Asia-Pacific region and around the world. 

The Educational Technology Division, MOE 
invites all academics and NIE student 
teachers to participate in this conference. 
The organising committee is now calling for 
proposals on paper and poster presentations, 
and workshop sessions. Submission deadline 
for all proposals is 30 March 2008.

The organising committee looks forward to your 
support in making iCTLT 2008 a success.

For more information, please log on to www.
ictlt.com or contact info@ictlt.com.

By Organising Committee, iCTLT 2008

International 
Conference 
on Teaching 
& Learning 
with 
Technology 
2008
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Research Centre 
Shares on 
Language Usage 
of Students

On 21 November 2007, 25 Mother Tongue teachers, heads of 
department, principals and vice principals attended a sharing 
session organised by the Sociolinguistics Survey team from 

the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice (CRPP).

“This is a session to say thank you to all the teachers who helped us 
in the project and to share with them the findings and experiences 
we have gained in this two-and-a-half-year period,” said Mrs Pauline 
Appleyard, the team’s project manager.

The Sociolinguistic Survey looks into the language usage of 10-year-old 
students in five domains, namely: family and friends, school, religious 
place, public space and media. A total of 668 students took part in 
the quantitative survey while 12 students took part in qualitative 
follow-up studies which were more in-depth. “This project gives 
teachers and the wider community a look into all types of competency 
viz competency-oral competency, languages of choice and language 
preferences of children,” said Asst Prof Viniti Vaish (CRPP), one of the 
team’s principal investigators.

By Ms Koh Tin Peng, Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice

The session began with Mrs Appleyard sharing stories about the 
preparations and logistics behind the administration of the project. 
Asst Prof Norhaida Aman (Asian Languages and Cultures), another 
principal investigator, then explained the trends and statistics as 
shown by the survey results. Finally, Asst Prof Vaish ended the session 
with a discussion of a few excerpts taken from interviews conducted 
at the qualitative stage.

At the question-and-answer session, participants and presenters 
shared their thoughts on the survey’s findings. Mrs Phillon Awtar 
Singh and Mrs Daphne Yeoh, Principal and Vice Principal of White Sands 
Primary School respectively, commented that the “findings gave us 
confirmations on what we have suspected all along but which was not 
backed up by any research done in the local context”. Many participants 
felt that the project’s findings would be useful for teachers and parents 
and hope that more people would read about the findings.

Forum on Chinese Curriculum  
Design & Action Research
By Asian Languages and Cultures

he Asian Languages and Cultures (ALC) Academic Group, in 
collaboration with the Curriculum Planning and Development 
Division of the Ministry of Education (MOE) and Nanyang 

with participants his research findings on school-based Chinese 
curriculum design in Hong Kong while Asst Prof Chin spoke on 
the research methodology of conducting action research in the 
local school context. In the afternoon, there were 20 parallel 
presentations on six action research sub-topics conducted by 
primary school teachers. Selected school-based topics were the 
design of reading or writing programme, the compilation of a 
series of textbooks for primary school Chinese curriculum and the 
teaching of a hanyu pinyin and Chinese characters curriculum. In 
preparation for the forum, more than 25 local primary schools were 
invited to carry out a six-month action research project on School-
based Chinese Curriculum Design between January and August 
2007. The forum served as a platform for participants to share their 
findings and results with the teaching fraternity. Corresponding 
to a remark made by Prof Lee in his speech, the forum “represents 
our collaborative effort in dealing with new issues and challenges 
pertaining to the teaching and learning of Chinese language in the 
Singapore context.”

Primary School, organised the Forum on School-based Chinese 
Curriculum Design and Action Research for Primary Schools on 4 
September 2007 at Nanyang Junior College. More than 600 primary 
school teachers, educators, officers and local scholars participated in 
this event which attracted wide media coverage.

Education and Manpower Minister of State Gan Kim Yong was guest of 
honour and Prof Tse Shek Kam, Deputy Dean of College of Education, 
University of Hong Kong was keynote speaker of the forum.

After NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong’s maiden bilingual opening 
speech and a certification presentation by Mr Gan to teachers 
acknowledging their active participation in a school-based action 
research project, the forum kicked off with two presentations by 
Prof Tse and Asst Prof Chin Chee Kuen (ALC). Prof Tse shared 

T

(From left) Some of the research team members: Ms Aisha James (Research 
Assistant), Asst Prof Norhaida Aman (Principal Investigator), Asst Prof Viniti 
Vaish (Principal Investigator), Mrs Pauline Appleyard (Project Manager), Mr 
Tan Teck Kiang (Statistician) & Ms Mardiana Roslan (Research Assistant)
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n the invitation of the National Science Foundation (NSF), 
Assoc Prof Tan Oon Seng (Head, Psychological Studies) 
was hosted by its Directorate of Education and Human 

he inaugural biennial series of Educating for Health Conference 
was held on 12 and 13 November 2007 at the Orchid Country 
Club with Education Senior Parliamentary Secretary Masagos 

Problem-based Learning Expert 
Delivers Distinguished Lecture
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

distinguished computer scientists and Director of NSF’s Office of 
Cyberinfrastructure. They discussed the importance of the interface 
of human learning and future technologies.

Prior to this visit, Assoc Prof Tan also had several video-
teleconferencing with researchers across the USA where he shared on 
how problem-based learning could interface with research pertaining 
to future technologies, development of reflective tools in education, 
fostering acumen in problem solving, understanding the science 
of misconceptions in learning, new ways of engaging learning and 
importance of ethics and social emotional learning.

While in Washington DC, the American Educational Research 
Association (AERA) also hosted a dinner in his honour for 
contributions as Educational Research Association of Singapore 
President, President-elect of Asia-Pacific Educational Research 
Association and fostering development towards international 
collaboration of educational research associations. Assoc Prof 
Tan also visited the new AERA premises in Washington and met 
with AERA Executive Director Dr Felice Levine and directors of its 
various divisions.

Keynote speaker Dr Ming-Kai Chin, a visiting professor to the Physical 
Education and Sports Science (PESS) Academic Group from July 2007 
to January 2008 and President, Asian Council of Exercise and Sports 
Science, addressed current trends and challenges in health, obesity 
and physical activity in Asia. His insights into an interesting survey 
of 265 Singapore students aged 12 to 19, conducted by a group of 
master’s degree students from PESS received media interest and was 
featured in The Straits Times on 13 November 2007.

A plenary team comprising Assoc Prof Michael Chia (Head, PESS), Asst 
Prof Patricia Wong (PESS) together with Ms Sita Singh (Principal, River 
Valley Primary School) and Mr Michel Saw (Principal, Keming Primary 
School) shared on the implementation of PRIDE for Play programme at 
schools and the favourable results arising from the pilot programme.

Two NIE teams participated in the concurrent sessions on the second 
day of the conference. Asst Prof Joyce Mok and Ms Johannah Soo 
(Natural Sciences and Science Education) spoke about Family and 
Consumer Sciences Teachers: The Pivotal Force of the Holistic Health 
Framework while Assoc Prof Chia, Asst Prof John Tan, Asst Prof 
Wong, Mr Koh Koon Teck and Mr Gurmit Singh (PESS) shared on 
Managing Health, Exercise and Physical Activity in Young People in 
Singapore Schools.

O

T

Resource (EHR). NSF is an independent federal agency of America 
that funds research and activities for promoting the advancement of 
science and other developments for the nation and the human race. 
EHR supports research in graduate education, research on learning, 
undergraduate education and human resource studies.

Assoc Prof Tan delivered the EHR Distinguished Lecture entitled 
Educational Innovation through Problem-based Learning Approaches 
on 14 September 2007 at NSF’s headquarters in Washington 
DC. The EHR Distinguished Lecture is an event where experts are 
invited to share latest developments of interest to the community 
of researchers, policy makers, academics and educators. Assoc Prof 
Tan’s several publications on problem-based learning pertaining 
to educational innovation, enhancing thinking and e-learning 
have proliferated amongst researchers working on undergraduate 
reform and development in learning sciences in the USA. He also 
participated in teleconference discussions with key experts including 
Prof Daniel E Atkins of University of Michigan, one of America’s most 

Zulkifli as guest of honour. Invited foreign delegates included Senator 
Guy Barnett from the Australian Government and representatives 
from the Thai and Bruneian education ministries. More than 1,200 
principals, teachers and youth leaders from schools attended the two-
day conference.

The conference was organised by the Committee for Healthy and 
Active Children, formed in support of schools’ efforts to build 
total health, to improve and provide holistic health encompassing 
physical, social and mental health for all students, and to align health 
promoting efforts of different ministries and agencies in Singapore 
with a stake in children’s health. Partners include ministries, NIE, 
sport and healthcare organisations.

The theme of the conference was Celebrating LiFE, which had a 
two-fold meaning of celebrating or treasuring the gift of life as 
well as Celebrating Living Fully Everyday. Aside from networking 
opportunities, this conference provided participants with fresh ideas 
and insights about implementation and policy design for holistic 
health in their organisations.

Health Conference Celebrates Living 
Fully Everyday 
By Asst Prof Patricia Wong, Physical Education & Sports Science
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Symposium 
on Lesson 
Study in 
Primary 
Maths

 

IE, in collaboration with Tsukuba University, held a Symposium 
for Lesson Study in Primary Mathematics on 13 August 2007, 
which was attended by about 80 Singapore and Japanese 

usiness and community leaders, as well 
as educators from St Louis convened at 
MasterCard’s Global Technology and 

alternative teaching approaches to cultivate mathematical thinking 
amongst primary school students. The symposium was timely with 
the tremendous interest from Singapore schools in lesson study as 
a teacher-directed professional development tool and an increased 
emphasis on mathematical thinking and problem solving in the revised 
mathematics curriculum.

The symposium in Singapore preceded the APEC International 
Symposium held in Khon Kaen, Thailand, from 16 to 20 August 
2007 as part of an APEC project, Collaborative Studies on Innovations 
for Teaching and Learning of Mathematics in Different Cultures with 
a Focus on Mathematical Thinking. Asst Prof Yeap Ban Har (MME) 
was invited to deliver a specialist lecture entitled Bridges and 
Obstacles: The Use of Lesson Study to Identify Factors that Encourage 
or Discourage Mathematical Thinking Among Primary School Students. 
The lecture was based on a study that explored the use of lesson 
study as a professional development tool for Mathematics teachers 
in Singapore.

for experts to share knowledge and panel 
discussion on successful collaborations 
between business and education.

Assoc Prof Fan Lianghuo (Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education) (left) delivered a public 
lecture that focused on the reasons behind 
Singapore Students’ Success in Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study. He also discussed 
how Singapore mathematics teachers helped 
contribute to outstanding performance in 
the subject. Assoc Prof Fan also talked about 
Singapore’s diversed education landscape and its 
current Mathematics curriculum.

N

B

educators. The symposium was jointly organised by the Mathematics 
and Mathematics Education (MME) and Curriculum, Teaching and 
Learning (CTL) Academic Groups and supported by the Centre for 
Research in Pedagogy and Practice and the Association of Mathematics 
Educators. Cedar Primary School hosted the symposium.

As part of the academic exchange between two educational 
institutions, Assoc Prof Christine Lee (Head, CTL) shared about 
Building Teacher Capacity in Redesigning Curriculum, Pedagogy and 
Assessment through Lesson Study in Singapore while Prof Masami Isoda 
from Tsukuba University provided an interesting historical perspective 
about Lesson Study in Japan with Examples from Mathematics Lessons. 
Research lessons, one for lower primary and another for upper 
primary, were conducted by the visiting Japanese teachers. The post-
lesson discussion was a platform for lively discussion about exploring 

Operations’ headquarters on 24 October 
2007 for the Mathematics Education Summit 
to foster opportunities in improving students’ 
achievement in Mathematics. The credit card 
company hosted the summit as part of its 
Project Math initiative, a programme that 
supports advancing excellence in the teaching 
of mathematics. 

With the theme Global Expertise, Local 
Possibilities, the aim was to provide a forum 

By Asst Prof Yeap Ban Har, Mathematics & 
Mathematics Education Dr Akhihiko Takahashi, DePaul University of Chicago chairs a post-research 

lesson discussion, with Mr Lee Ngan Hoe (Mathematics & Mathematics 
Education) (second from right) & Japanese educators on the panel

Summit Advances Maths Excellence
By Dr Boey Kok Leong, Mathematics & Mathematics Education
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he Learning Sciences Laboratory (LSL) of NIE hosted the second 
Distributed Learning and Collaboration (DLAC-II) Symposium 
from 11 to 14 June 2007. Dr Eric Hamilton (US Air Force 

hirty-nine senior educators received their Leaders in Education 
Programme (LEP) certificates at a graduation dinner held on 10 
October 2007 at the Meritus Mandarin Hotel in the presence 

be featured in immersive 3D MUVEs (multi-user virtual environments) 
and serious games, collaborative communication systems, animated 
pedagogical agents, participatory simulations, augmented reality 
and other forms of interactive media. Twelve research teams from 
the USA participated in this symposium with support from the US 
National Science Foundation (NSF). The Australian Research Council, 
the US Air Force Office of Scientific Research and the Knowledge 
Media Research Centre in Tuebingen, Germany provided support for 
additional teams, alongside LSL and Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU) researchers. Singapore’s Chief Defence Scientist Prof Lui Pao 
Chuen and NSF’s Deputy Assistant Director Dr Wanda Ward also 
made presentations.

The talks elaborated on the theoretical and empirical rationales 
both for exploring IDM and for emphasising models and modelling 
in future learning environments. These parallel lines of research 
suggest excellent opportunities for synergistic international research 
between researchers in Singapore and around the world. Perhaps 
most importantly, the symposium attempted to generate strategic 
international collaborations around research on future learning 
environments that would be consistent with National Research 
Foundation initiatives in Singapore such as IDM. Collaborations 
that emerge from the DLAC-II symposium may hopefully have a 
significant long-term impact on research at the LSL, NIE and NTU.

In the seven years since its inauguration, the LEP has attracted 
unparalleled international attention. NIE has welcomed government 
ministers and a host of overseas educators to observe this pioneering 
work in leadership. The institute is now actively involved in helping 
other countries build their leadership capability (see story on page 13).

This cohort (above) launched an initiative called the LEP Class Gift 
to raise funds with the intent of contributing to the mission of NIE, 
the home institution that grooms and sharpens teachers and school 
leaders. The participants raised about S$7,000 for the LEP book 
collection in NIE’s Library and Information Services Centre so that 
future participants and alumni can have access to good and current 
leadership literature to further their research and learning.
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Academy) wrote the main proposals that funded the symposium 
and Assoc Prof Michael Jacobson (LSL) and Assoc Prof Looi Chee Kit 
(Head, LSL) served as Co-Principal Investigators on the project and 
made local arrangements for the symposium. 

The symposium brought together a group of distinguished 
international researchers who focused on the intersection of interactive 
and digital media (IDM) and modelling in learning environments. The 
overall research and technical aspects of the symposium looked at deeper 
structure mathematical, scientific, and engineering content as it can 

of guest of honour Education Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam.

Conducted over a six-month period by NIE, the LEP is a full-
time executive programme for talented educators selected by 
the Ministry of Education for principalship. The LEP focuses on 
innovation and the creation of new knowledge. Participants’ 
thinking is provoked through a series of challenging experiences, 
which include an industrial attachment, working on innovation 
in the school setting, seminars with international experts and an 
overseas learning experience. 

International 
Research into 
Future Learning 
Environments
By Assoc Prof Micheal Jacobson, Learning Sciences Laboratory

Aspiring 
Principals 
Expand 
Literary 
Collection
By Public, International & Alumni Relations
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IE signed an MOU with the Ateneo de Manila University 
on 29 August 2007 at the Social Development Complex 
auditorium on the Ateneo Loyola Heights campus. This 

n 9 October 2007, NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong signed a memorandum 
of understanding (MOU) with his counterpart in Vietnam, Director of 
National Institute of Education Management (NIEM), Prof Tran Ngoc Giao 

Ministers Endorse MOU Signed 
Between NIE & Vietnamese Counterpart
By Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Sub Dean, Degree Programmes

alliance, NIE and the university will work towards creating an 
environment that allows schools to refocus their energies and 
strategies to bring about greater academic achievements in 
Singapore and the Philippines.

The signing  ceremony was witnessed by teachers and administrators 
from Quezon City, Mrs Carmela C Oracion, assistant to the 
president for basic education from Ateneo de Manila University, as 
well as Prof Paul Teng (Dean, Graduate Programmes and Research), 
Asst Prof David Ng (Associate Dean, Leadership Programmes) and 
Asst Prof Catherine Chua (Policy and Leadership Studies).

The MOU will be implemented through a programme of joint 
activities in which Ateneo staff will journey to NIE for inservice 
training, and NIE staff will offer short courses at Ateneo. NIE staff 
conducted a four-day workshop on strategic planning at Ateneo 
for 60 school leaders from 28 to 31 August 2007.
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MOU reflects Ateneo President Father Bienvenido F Nebres, SJ and 
NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong’s intention to further strengthen 
the two countries’ education systems.

The emphasis of this collaboration is building leadership in schools 
with the aim of ensuring that educators in these two countries are 
adequately prepared to meet the global demands of work.

The Ateneo de Manila University is ranked as one of the top 
private universities in Asia, with a mission to teach, research 
and be a service to its community. Similarly, NIE, as Singapore’s 
sole teacher education institute, strives to position itself as a 
top international education institution through its up-to-date 
training programmes and educational research. Through this 

in the presence of Singapore’s Education Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam and 
Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education and Training Prof Dr 
Nguyen Thien Nhan in Hanoi. 

The purpose of the MOU is primarily to set up a centre for educational excellence, 
known provisionally as the Vietnam-Singapore Centre for Educational Excellence to 
be situated in Hanoi for the purpose of training educational managers and leaders 
in order to bolster Vietnamese educational management at both the regional 
and national levels. The MOU was a result of much discussion between the two 
directors and their teams. In fact, a week before the ministerial visit, a Singapore 
delegation led by Prof Lee spent two days in Hanoi working out the details of the 
proposed MOU with the NIEM Director and his team. NIE’s philosophy in this 
collaboration is to embark on ‘training-the-trainers’ so that those who have been 
trained will be able to return to their provincial centres of education to bring about 
a multiplier effect. While the exact action plans for the collaboration are currently 
being finalised, snippets of the collaboration include:

•	 Executive	school	 leadership	programmes	for	principals	of	all	 levels	 in	Vietnam	
from pre-school to upper secondary level

•	 Executive	leadership	programmes	for	educational	managers	and	leaders	at	the	
Departments of Education and Training, colleges and universities in Vietnam

(From left) NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, Singapore’s 
Education Minister Tharman Shanmugaratnam, NIEM Director 
Prof Tran Ngoc Giao & Vietnamese Deputy Prime Minister & 
Minister for Education & Training Prof Dr Nguyen Thien Nhan

•	 Joint	 postgraduate	 programmes	 in	 Educational	
Management offered by both institutes

•	 Short	 professional	 development	 courses	 to	 upgrade	
Vietnamese school leaders in English language 
proficiency

•	 Offering	of	the	Master’s	and	PhD	courses	in	Applied	
Linguistics to Vietnamese educational leaders

MOU Connects NIE with the Philippines
By Asst Prof Catherine Chua, Policy & Leadership Studies
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Research Agenda Focus of Visit by 
American University

part from interacting with their NIE colleagues on 19 
September 2007, trainee teachers from the Hong Kong 
Institute of Education (HKIEd) visited the business 

enior staff of the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign’s 
(UIUC) College of Education called on NIE on 11 September 
2007. Its dean Prof Mary Kalantzis (left) was accompanied 

After lunch, the visitors were briefed on NIE’s research agenda by 
Prof Hogan and Assoc Prof Jacobson. 

During a discussion that followed the presentations, Prof 
Kalantzis’ attention was drawn to the recent formation of the 
International Alliance of Leading Education Institutes, which 
convened in Singapore from 20 to 21 August 2007. She expressed 
a keen interest in establishing closer ties between NIE and UIUC 
through joint collaborations in the near future.

The visitors concluded their visit with a tour to the Media 
Experiential Studio, conducted by Asst Prof Ashley Tan (LST).

A

S

and accountancy schools in two polytechnics and a number 
of secondary schools where they were involved in classroom 
observations, presentation of business studies projects and 
hands-on activities during their stay in Singapore.

The Hong Kong trainees also learnt more about Singapore’s 
teacher education programmes and Accounting as a subject in 
Singapore secondary schools from their local counterparts after a 
tour of the Nanyang Technological University campus and NIE’s 
library. Other topics discussed included the motivation aspects 
and pedagogy used in schools.

by Executive Director of International Research Relations Dr Jesse 
Delia, Prof Lizanne Destefano (right), College of Education and 
Director of International Research Partnerships Dr Asghar Mirarefi.

They were first hosted to a lunch by NIE Director Prof Lee Sing 
Kong. Other members of NIE who joined them were Prof David 
Hogan (Dean, Education Research), Assoc Prof David Hung (Head, 
Learning Sciences and Technologies (LST)) and Assoc Prof Michael 
Jacobson (Learning Sciences Laboratory).

By Public, International & Alumni Relations

By Ms Koh Noi Keng, Humanities & Social Studies Education

Business Studies Sharing Between 
NIE & HKIEd

Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Secondary) student teachers, 
specialising in Accounting, shared with their Hong Kong guests 
on business education in Singapore, financial literacy programmes 
offered by NIE and how games and game shows could be used as 
powerful pedagogical tools. They were suitably impressed by the 
futuristic pedagogical technology in the Classroom of the Future 
and had some fun playing educational games. The visit ended on a 
high note with a web-conferencing session with Business Studies 
student teachers from NIE and India.

HKIEd was established by statute in April 1994 by uniting four 
former Colleges of Education and the Institute of Language 
in Education with a view to upgrading teacher education and 
professional development.
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Practicum 
Partners & 
Mentors 
Appreciated

n recognition of the critical role played 
by Cooperating Teachers (CTs), an 
appreciation event was held once again for 

then shared on the topic of Supervision for Teachers’ Professional 
Development. In the afternoon, the SCMs were briefed by Assoc 
Prof Angela Wong (Associate Dean, Practicum and School Matters) 
(above, in pink blouse) on the upcoming practicums in 2008.

Student teachers in the initial teacher preparation programmes are 
guided through their practicum or teaching practice by NIE supervisors 
as well as teachers in schools who are appointed CTs or SCMs. A CT 
provides classes for student teachers to teach and coaches them in 
their professional development. An SCM, usually a senior teacher or 
the vice principal, acts as the team leader for all CTs and the liaison 
person between the school and NIE.

I

mini-fair was held on 28 and 29 September 2007 to raise 
awareness among student teachers of the services provided by 
NIE’s Library and Information Services Centre (LIBRIS). Three 

Outreach Programme Raises 
Awareness of Library’s Services 
By Mr Hilary Ho, Library & Information Services Centre

To round off the outreach programme, a lucky draw was conducted for 
participants of the User Education classes with vouchers, books and 
an MP3 player as prizes, generously donated by the NIE Bookstore, 
Select Books and D Lau.

Contact Information
Reference Services (Level 2, Right Wing, LIBRIS)

Enquiries
Tel: (65) 6790 3631 / Email: libref@nie.edu.sg

For more information on User Education
http://www.acis.nie.edu.sg/nie-acis/libris/services/orientation.do 

For more information on Book Delivery Service
http://www.acis.nie.edu.sg/NIELibrary/Services/book_delivery.htm 

A
services in particular were showcased: the new book delivery service, 
self-checkout machines and User Education Service. A booth was set 
up in the lobby to provide library users with information about the 
services and to encourage them to sign up for user education training. 
Freebies were handed out to users who made use of the self-checkout 
machines to borrow three or more books.

User education classes, conducted from 10 to 14 September 2007, were 
developed to create awareness of library resources and increase students’ 
proficiency in searching. The training was intended to encourage greater 
use of the library’s already popular electronic resources and further 
raise the profile of LIBRIS among the student community. In all, nine 
classes were conducted: four on WebOPAC (library online public access 
catalogue) and five on electronic databases.

them on 6 November 2007. 

The first appreciation event for CTs was held in 2003 where 
certificates of appreciation were given to teachers who had played 
the role of main CTs for at least three years. NIE also included 
School Coordinating Mentors (SCMs) in the event, to thank them 
for their mentorship of both student teachers and CTs in their 
respective schools. 

After a welcome address by NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong 
(above, in grey shirt), the audience was treated with a montage 
of appreciation messages sent in by student teachers who had 
completed their practicums in recent months. Assoc Prof Zhang 
Yenming (Policy and Leadership Studies) (above, in white shirt) 

By Practicum Unit, Foundation Programmes
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hird-year Bachelor of Arts (Education) student teacher Mr 
Benjamin Lim Yi (right) was invited to perform as a soloist to 
raise funds for the Youth Talent Concert on 1 September 2007 

he Epiphany Theatre is a student 
initiative and the official performance 
wing of the Epiphany, English and 

Music Student 
Teacher Performs 
for Charity

By Mr Stephen Fernandez, Vice President (Performance), Epiphany, 
English & Drama Society, Nanyang Technological University

bonds between drama enthusiasts, 
performers and theatre practitioners from 
both sides.

Even though the student-plays are 
unique in their respective dramatic 
manifestations, especially in terms of 
form and content, they do converge to a 
single theme ie introspection by means of 
looking into oneself and into the inner-
workings of social life and culture, so 
that individuals may explore the ways 
in which they live and thus, examine 
the motivations in contemporary society 
that lead them to live in such fashion. 
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at the Singapore Conference Hall. Proceeds from concert ticket sales 
were donated to the 32 appointed beneficiaries under President’s 
Challenge 2007. His major instrument is the Chinese reed pipe mouth 
organ, the sheng (笙), which he has been playing for a decade.

This concert was themed to be one that featured the Chinese art 
forms with the aim of nurturing the appreciation of Chinese culture 
and arts among younger Singaporeans. 

“For this performance, I decided to play the famous sheng solo, 
Kong Que Kai Ping (孔雀开屏) – meaning ‘The Peacock Spreads 
its Wings’ – with a difference. On this occasion, I worked with a 
percussionist and we fused the special elements of the sheng and 
various percussive instruments to bring the operatic style of this 
piece to the forefront, in an updated and uncommon combination,” 
Mr Lim shares with pride.

Some of Mr Lim’s past musical experiences include representing 
Singapore in 2006 at an event commemorating the 40th anniversary 
of Singapore-Japan diplomatic ties in Tokyo. In 2004, he was awarded 
the second prize in the solo combined category (Sheng, Guanzi, 
Suona) and first prize in the Ensemble open category of the National 
Chinese Music competition.

As a Visual and Performing Arts student teacher in NIE, he performed 
for the International Academic Advisory Panel dinner in February 
2007, the International Physics Olympiad for three years, and as 
a soloist for the opening of Nanyang Technological University’s 
Confucius Institute. Mr Lim has also been using his semester breaks 
to further train on the sheng in the Central Conservatory of Music, 
Beijing, China.

Drama Society at Nanyang Technological 
University (NTU). In collaboration with 
drama students from NIE’s Visual and 
Performing Arts Academic Group, the 
society will present Introspection 08, a 
drama production featuring five original 
plays written by women writers in the 
third week of February 2008. The two-day 
theatre event aims to promote to both NTU 
and NIE student population, an awareness 
of the literary and performing arts. This 
project is a good start in fostering stronger 

Additionally, Introspection 08 seeks to 
rethink what it means to be a woman 
and to be human in the 21st century 
by examining the social, cultural and 
political perspectives of women living in 
patriarchal societies, in order to move 
beyond the stereotypes of women as 
being only capable of intellectualising 
issues of female identity and rights. In a 
broader sense, this entire project posits 
– through the ephemeral nature of drama 
and the employment of the mixed media – 
an extended meditation on the statuses of 
theatre, literature and the arts in a rapidly 
changing money-driven world.

By Public, International & Alumni Relations
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wo suggestions by staff have led to an
enhancement of work processes in their
respective departments.

Cutting Queues at Start of Term
Angst by the number of undergraduate
student teachers crowding at Foundation
Programmes Office’s (FPO) counter during
the first week of term, Mdm Hasnizah Bte
Surmani (FPO) suggested a multiple-prong
approach to ease human traffic at its
Programme Administrative Unit.

Assisted by Class Allocation for Trainee software
to identify timetable clashes before the online
registration of subjects by student teachers,
expeditious action can be taken to change the
timeslots or tutorial groupings of those students
affected. Other benefits consist of a reduction
in over-the-counter queries and incoming calls
by student teachers to FPO. By resolving

scheduling issues pre-term allows staff to
focus on major time-tabling and admissions
issues. Regular online updates on the student
portal also keep undergraduates informed of
further developments.

Scheduling of Student Feedback
Exercise Made Easy
Another productive idea from Mdm Quek
Siew Eng (Mathematics and Mathematics
Education (MME)) pertains to an electronic
version of the Student Feedback on Teaching
(SFT) Request Form.

The previous method for academic staff from
MME to initiate the gathering of student
feedback on their modules is to either
complete a request form in hard copy or to
inform the coordinator of the feedback
exercise of module details. With its
implementation, academic staff now submit

their request electronically via the academic
group’s portal for follow through by the
coordinator. Module details viz name, date,
time and venue are also lodged in the portal
for easy selection.

This initiative eliminates the need by academic
staff to obtain the SFT request form from the
general office and for unnecessary phone calls
to inform the coordinator scheduling SFT
sessions. An added plus of the e-version allows
teaching staff to view their history of e-SFT
request records, which helps them plan for
subsequent semesters.

Aside from better manpower deployment,
the SFT coordinator is able to produce a more
balanced schedule, avoiding a situation of
conducting student feedback in numerous
venues on behalf of teaching staff on the
same day.

T
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Bright Sparks Lead to Efficiency
By Public, International & Alumni Relations

ome may be surprised to learn that NIE is
a luxuriant orchard to a variety of fruits. The campus features not only bananas,
coconuts and durians, but one can find in the plaza trees with distinctive, large

A Bountiful
Harvest
By Public, International & Alumni Relations & Asst Prof
Shawn Lum, Natural Sciences & Science Education

S
and lobed leaves. Occasionally these trees produce greenish fruits the size of bowling
balls – they are breadfruits (Artocarpus altilis) or buah sukun in Malay.

Native to Malaysia and Indonesia, the breadfruit tree is a close cousin to the jackfruit
and chempedak. Unlike its more aromatic cousins, breadfruits have fibrous, starchy
white flesh that is eaten as a staple or vegetable. Breadfruit are prepared and eaten in
many ways, and both ripe and unripe fruits are used. They can be boiled, baked, fried,
made into a paste, eaten plain or used as an ingredient in dishes such as soups, custards,
stews or bread. Unripe fruits can be roasted or pickled. Other parts of the tree can be
used too. The breadfruit’s milky latex has been used as glue or smeared on branches
to entrap birds for their prized feathers – or for their flesh. The solidified latex was also
used as chewing gum.

The Polynesians found the plant important enough to carry it with them in their voyages
across the Pacific. Thus was the breadfruit spread from Southeast Asia to archipelagoes
as far flung as Samoa, Marquesas, the Society Islands and Hawaii. The young English
naval lieutenant William Bligh was sent in 1787 to Tahiti with the task of collecting
breadfruits and taking them to the Caribbean, where the fruits would be used as a
potential source of food for slaves. The name of the ship? The HMAV Bounty.
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IE celebrated Teachers’ Day on 30 August 
2007 with a Learning Festival and an awards 
ceremony for the Passion Award and NIE 

n conjunction with the National 
Healthy Lifestyle Campaign, ACTIVE 
Day (All Companies Together In Various 

Teachers’ 
Fiesta Enriches 
& Rewards

By Ms Samantha Tang, NTU Healthy Lifestyle Committee

After the Learning Festival, NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong presented the Passion 
Award to 12 teachers and NIE Club Award to three winning clubs.

The Passion Award, introduced in 2005, is given to newly graduated student 
teachers for their dedication, commitment and invaluable service to the NIE 
community during their course of study. The two most outstanding candidates 
in 2007 - Ms Renee Yuanna Sulaiman and Mr Muhammad Sherefudin Bin Jamal 
– were awarded the Passion Award Honour Category.

The NIE Club Award recognises sub-clubs that contribute significantly to 
student life on campus or to NIE in terms of promoting its brand name, and 
undertake projects to serve the institute community. The winning clubs for 2007 
were Physical Education and Sports Science Club (Gold), Bachelor of Science 
Club (Silver) and Bachelor of Arts Club (Bronze), which received a cash award 
ranging from S$200 to S$500 for their activities in the following academic year.

Committee and Head, Physical Education 
and Sports Science, NIE) led the more than 
400 participants in an exuberant cheer of 
“NTU, we love you.” Guest of honour Mr 
Anthony Teo (Secretary to the University) 
urged staff to manage their stress levels and 
to take responsibility for a healthy lifestyle. 
Incidentally, the focus of the 2007 National 
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Club Award.

Organised for the second time by the Bachelor of Arts 
Club, Learning Festival II comprised 18 workshops 
facilitated by lecturers and student teachers. A 
total of 325 students and staff had a wonderful 
time learning basic German, balloon twisting, 
doodling, guitar playing, bento packing, make-up 
and mooncake making.

Participants did not only learn something new but they 
also walked away with a goodie bag of products from 
sponsors – Shokubutsu, Koka, Nestle, NeWater (Public 
Utilities Board), Staedtler, Growing Fun and M1. There 
was also a bazaar at the Student Hub, selling teaching 
resources, which student teachers would find useful as 
materials for use later in schools.

Exercises) was held on 7 September 2007 
afternoon in Nanyang Technological 
University’s (NTU) Nanyang Auditorium. 
In his welcome address, Assoc Prof Michael 
Chia (Chairman, NTU Healthy Lifestyle 

Healthy Lifestyle Campaign launch on 22 
September 2007 at the Singapore Botanic 
Gardens was on mental health.

The activities lined up for the afternoon 
included a health bazaar where healthy 
snacks such as dried fruits and nuts, olive 
oil, honey, tea and food sauces were sold 
at between 10 percent to 40 percent below 
market rates. There was also a one-hour mass 
exercise programme where staff exercised 
to the beat of hip bhangra music and tried 
out their hands at belly dancing. Other 
programmes included a health exhibition and 
a health quiz where staff can win attractive 
prizes. For the first time, the tea reception 
included a fruit buffet which was warmly 
received by staff. The event ended with the 
distribution of an attractive goodie bag in 
the form of a gym bag to all participants.

By Mrs Seah-Lee Moi Fong, Foundation Programmes




