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DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

A new academic year has begun. I welcome the return of my 
professorial colleagues, refreshed and recharged to embrace 
our new intake of student teachers in a life-changing 

experience at NIE.

As with other tertiary institutions, we believe our obligation towards 
our student teachers is to offer a first-class education, driven by high-
quality programmes that prepare them with skills and knowledge 
that will enable them to discharge their roles professionally and 
competently. The next lap of NIE’s five-year journey - as articulated 
in the 3:3:3 Roadmap 2007-2012 in realising its vision as an institute 
of distinction - has precisely this goal in mind.

We should always be mindful of the evolving educational landscape 
and as academics or administrators, respond accordingly to these 
emerging trends. By keeping abreast, our programmes can excel 
and meet the needs of our local and global stakeholders. Through 
discourse with our partners vis-a-vis the International Alliance of 
Leading Education Institutes and visits to other world-renowned 
universities, we are able to gauge the trends in the international 
landscape, hence NIE can respond accordingly to ensure that our 
programmes are always relevant and at the cutting edge.

More importantly, as Singapore’s national teacher education 
institute, we must be receptive to feedback from all channels on 
aspects which are wanting. On such occasions, we may need to re-
evaluate or even re-invent our existing processes and policies. These 
reviews are necessary for the increasingly more sophisticated cohorts 
of aspiring student teachers with variant ideals and expectations. By 
doing so, we add value to our core business in preparing teachers-
to-be, without compromising on academic rigour and the intrinsic 
love for learning.

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE

Prof Lee Sing Kong

Quality service transcends all platforms at NIE. Irrespective of our roles 
at the institute, we should always pride ourselves in delivering service 
beyond the expectations of our customers. Whether at the strategic 
or operational level, the NIE community has to maintain excellence in 
delivering quality products to our existing and prospective clientele.

We owe the teaching fraternity a debt of gratitude through the 
numerous teachers who have influenced and nurtured us in our own 
formative years. Now, as educators of educators, we need to ensure 
that such a fine tradition continues to flourish for the benefit of the 
many generations of young minds desiring to be nurtured through 
our graduands.

I wish the NIE community a stimulating and exciting academic year 
ahead. To the cohort of graduating teachers in July 2008, we extend 
our heartiest congratulations as they embark on a fulfilling vocation 
to a noble calling.

VISITORS

Education Minister 
Renews Ties  
with NIE
By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations

Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education since April 2008 and 
Second Minister for Defence, made an introductory visit to 
NIE on 2 July 2008, where he was hosted by NIE Director 

Prof Lee Sing Kong and his senior management team. Briefings 
by deans included the institute’s initial teacher preparation and 
professional development programmes, research agenda and 
internationalisation initiatives. The minister was also presented a 
showcase of several ongoing research projects.

Elected Member of Parliament for Bishan-Toa Payoh Group 
Representation Constituency in 2001, Dr Ng was appointed 
Minister of State for Education in 2002 and Acting Minister for 
Manpower the following year. He became Second Minister for 
Education in 2004 before swopping his appointment in July 
2005 to take the helm at the Ministry of Manpower.

Dr Ng was accompanied by Rear-Admiral (NS) Lui Tuck 
Yew (above, left), Senior Minister of State for Education, Mr 
Masagos Zulkifli, Senior Parliamentary Secretary for Education, 
Mrs Tan Ching Yee, Permanent Secretary for Education and NIE 
Council Chairperson, and Ms Yeoh Chee Yan (above, third from 
left), Second Permanent Secretary for Education.

Education Minister Ng Eng Hen (second from left) listens to Assoc Prof Angeline 
Khoo (Psychological Studies) (right) presenting the effects of digital gaming on 
children and teenagers in Singapore
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CORPORATE DEVELOPMENTS

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong and Prof Paul Teng (Dean, 
Graduate Programmes and Research) recently visited Boston, 
Massachusetts, USA from 8 to 10 April 2008. The visiting 

team, together with Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling (Sub Dean, Degree 
Programmes) who was then based at the Lynch School of Education 
in Boston College as part of her Fulbright Advanced research 
scholarship posting, was invited to share their teacher education 
experience with colleagues at Boston College and the Harvard 
Graduate School of Education.

At the Lynch School of Education, Prof Lee gave a colloquium for 
faculty members on the topic The Internationalisation of Teacher 
Education: Singapore and the World. This was hosted by the Centre for 
International Higher Education at Boston College headed by Prof Philip 
Altbach, a world-renowned expert on international higher education. 
A filled seminar room reflected the strong interest in Singapore’s 
rationale for internationalising teacher education, the institute’s 
uniqueness in reaching out to the global educational community and 
the strict principles guiding its internationalisation efforts. Prof Lee 
also shared a case study each from an entrepeneurship model and 
an altruistic model of internationalisation and elaborated on the key 
challenges facing this process.

Over at the Harvard Graduate School of Education, the NIE team 
spoke on the topic Teacher Education in Singapore: Perspectives 
on Initial Teacher Preparation, Professional Development and 
Internationalisation. Assoc Prof Low introduced the initial teacher 
preparation programmes offered at NIE and the underlying philosophy 
guiding these programmes while Prof Teng spoke about the different 

graduate and in-service programmes and key features of the 
professional development continuum model. Prof Lee rounded off the 
panel by sharing about the internationalisation efforts undertaken by 
NIE in recent years. The audience responded with great enthusiasm 
and kept the speakers back for an hour, asking many questions related 
to teacher education in Singapore.

Apart from these two presentations, the team also shared the research 
agenda crafted by the Foundation Programmes Office for initial 
teacher preparation and for professional development by the Graduate 
Programmes and Research Office and Office of Education Research 
with the “Teachers for a New Era”, an evidence-based research team 
headed by Prof Marilyn Cochran-Smith and Prof Larry Ludlow. During 

By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations

NIE’s Internationalisation 
Impresses Audiences at Boston 
College & Harvard University

(From left) Prof Paul Teng, Dean of Boston College’s Lynch School of 
Education Rev Joseph O’Keefe & Prof Lee Sing Kong

the three-day packed schedule, the 
team met with senior management 
and the different research groups 
at Boston College viz the Trends 
in International Mathematics and 
Science Study and Performance 
in International Reading and 
Literacy Skills International Study 
Centre, the Language and Literacy 
team headed by Prof Maria Brisk, 
the Science Education team, the 
Mathematics Education team, 
the Practicum Office and Office 
of International Programmes. 
Discussions are underway for a 
memorandum of understanding to 
be signed between the institute 
and the college.
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COLLABORATIONS

S’pore & M’sia Enhance Cooperation 
on School Leadership Development
By Ms Kelly Lim, Public, International & Alumni Relations

NIE and Institut Aminuddin Baki 
(IAB), Malaysia have signed a five-
year Agreement of Cooperation and 

Exchange to enhance cooperation on school 
leadership development between the two  
neighbouring countries.

Dr Ng Eng Hen, Singapore’s Minister for 
Education and  Second Minister for Defence, 
and Dato’ Seri Hishammuddin Bin Tun Hussein, 
Malaysia’s Minister of Education, witnessed 

the signing of the agreement between NIE 
Director Prof Lee Sing Kong and IAB Director 
Dr Khair Bin Mohamad Yunus at the Ministry 
of Education, Singapore on 21 April 2008.

The agreement provides a platform for 
educational leaders from both countries 
to engage in professional learning and 
development, as well as gain new perspectives 
and ideas in education. Such collaborations 
also create opportunities for these school 

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong played host to Y Bhg Dato’ HJ 
Alimuddin bin HJ Mohd Dom, Director-General of Education, 
Ministry of Education, Malaysia and Mr Haji Mohd Daud Hj Mahmud, 

Permanent Secretary (Higher Studies), Ministry of Education, Brunei during 
their visit to the institute on 21 and 23 April 2008 respectively.

Prof Lee and Prof Paul Teng (Dean, Graduate Programmes and Research) 
shared with the delegations NIE’s professional development and leadership 
programmes. They further exchanged views on change management as well as 
assessment and identification of school leaders.

Senior ASEAN 
Civil Servants 
Call on NIE
By Ms Lynn Chew, Public, International & Alumni Relations

Columbia’s 
Teachers College 
& NIE to Jointly 
Offer MEd

On 20 June 2008, Prof Lin Goodwin, Professor of Education 
and Associate Dean of Teacher Education from Teachers 
College (TC), Columbia University represented her Provost 

and Dean, Prof Thomas James, to exchange a memorandum of 
understanding (MOU) between the two institutions. TC has long 
been recognised as one of the world’s leading teacher education 
institutions. In her visit to Singapore, Prof Goodwin managed 
to meet key personnel from all the main offices at NIE, including 
the Foundation Programmes Office, the Graduate Programmes 
and Research Office, the Office of Education Research and the NIE 
Director’s Office.

A number of areas for potential collaboration under the new 
MOU include:

Faculty from TC being invited to conduct ‘summer courses’ in •	
NIE during their summer break
TC faculty co-teaching in some of the courses in NIE’s Master of •	
Education (MEd) programmes and TC’s expertise in curriculum 
development will be tapped for one of the MEd courses
Joint offering and marketing of an MEd in Educational Policies •	
for the region

TC and NIE will develop ways to conduct these activities in the 
coming months.

Prof Lin Goodwin (left) of Teachers’ College & NIE Director Prof Lee Sing 
Kong exchanging the signed MOU

By Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Sub Dean, Degree Programmes

leaders to foster friendships and deepen 
school linkages.

Prior to the agreement, 30 principals from 
Singapore and Malaysia participated in the 
Building Educational Bridges: Innovation 
for School Leadership Programme from  
13 to 22 March 2008. Through this inaugural 
programme, participants learnt about each 
other’s educational systems and exchanged 
ideas on school leadership.
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Cadi Scientific Medal for 37th 
International Physics Olympiad 
Organiser By Assoc Prof Kwek Leong Chuan, Natural Sciences & Science Education & 

President, Institute of Physics Singapore

6

P rof Xu Shuyan (Natural Sciences and Science Education) will be 
awarded the Cadi Scientific Medal and Prize by the Institute of 
Physics, Singapore, later this year for his immense contributions 

towards raising public awareness of physics and his pivotal role in 
organising the 37th International Physics Olympiad (IPhO).

“Physics has been the bedrock of basic scientific research and 
breakthroughs in technological advancements. It plays a crucial 
role in the emerging frontier fields such as information technology, 
nanotechnology and biotechnology. Today, it can be justifiably 
claimed that all major technological advancements powering the 
engines of national and global economies are directly attributable to 
the approaches and methods of modern physics. A rapidly increasing 
global investment in the areas of nanotechnology, life sciences and 
emerging high technologies will most certainly create a consuming 
and sweeping demand for physics,” announced Prof Xu in welcoming 

delegates at the 37th IPhO, held in Singapore in July 2006. As chief 
architect and overall coordinator of the first IPhO in Singapore, Prof 
Xu has done an immensely admirable job of promoting physics and 
science to all secondary school students in Singapore and the world. 
He also demonstrated excellent leadership and raised the awareness 
to delegates from about 86 countries attending the olympiad that 
Singapore has a good science educational programme with ample 
research capabilities. 

In 2007, in conjunction with a conference on statistical physics held 
in honour of Physics Nobel Laureate Prof Chen-Ning Yang’s 85th 
birthday, Prof Xu was also instrumental in organising a successful 
educational workshop at Hwa Chong Institution. At the workshop, 
several eminent speakers, including a Nobel Laureate in Chemistry Prof 
Walter Kohn and an eminent physicist Prof Michael Fisher, presented 
interesting talks ranging from solar energy to statistical mechanics.

A ssoc Prof Christine Chin (Natural Sciences and Science 
Education) received the 2007 Journal of Research in Science 
Teaching Award from the National Association for Research 

in Science Teaching (NARST), USA, for the best paper * published in 
that journal in 2007. The award is presented annually to author(s) 
whose submission to the journal is judged the outstanding research 
article for the year. The Journal of Research in Science Teaching (JRST) 
is a leading international journal in the area of science education and 
is ranked among the top in the world, as measured by Impact Factor 
in the Social Sciences Citation Index for Education and Educational 
Research in the ISI Web of Knowledge.

According to NARST, the JRST award allows the organisation to 
recognise excellence in scholarship within their research community. 
The fact that this recognition is awarded by international colleagues 
in science education research makes it one of the most coveted in the 

Science Educator 
Receives 
International 
Research Award
By Assoc Prof Joseph Riley II, Natural Sciences and Science Education

Assoc Prof Christine Chin (centre) accepting the JRST Award from (from left) 
NARST Executive Director, Bill Kyle, Awards Committee Chair, Dana Zeidler, 
JRST Award Selection Committee Co-chair, Hsiao-Ching She & NARST 
President Penny Gilmer

field. Assoc Prof Chin’s article competed successfully against articles 
published in the same volume and written by such noted researchers 
as David Treagust, Wolf Michael Roth and Jane Butler Kahle.

This international research award highlights the significant impact 
quality science education research conducted in Singapore can have 
at international levels. Since its inception in 1974, this is the first 
time the award has been conferred by an author for work done at a 
university in Asia.

The award, in the form of a plaque, was presented to Assoc Prof 
Chin at the Awards Luncheon during the NARST international 
conference held on 1 April 2008 in Baltimore, USA.

* Chin, C. (2007). Teacher questioning in science classrooms: Approaches that 
stimulate productive thinking. Journal of Research in Science Teaching, 44(6), 815-843.
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F or outstanding achievements in the field of music composition, Assoc Prof Kelly Tang (Visual and 
Performing Arts) recently received the Artistic Excellence Award from the Composers and Authors 
Society of Singapore (COMPASS). The 13th Annual COMPASS Awards Ceremony was held on 25 

May 2008 at the Raffles City Convention Centre.

Besides promoting Singapore music to the local audience, COMPASS was formed in 1987 to protect 
and promote the copyright interest of composers, lyricists and publishers. Its annual award ceremony 
recognises musicians who have excelled in classical, art and popular music and those who have 
contributed to developing the local music industry.

Assoc Prof Tang dedicates this accolade to his student teachers and colleagues, “I strive to create 
musical works that Singaporeans would be proud to call their own. As an educator, composing 
allows me to inspire students with a uniquely intimate experience of music, as well as provide first-
hand perspectives on the nature of artistic creativity. These compositions represent my humble 
contribution to the greater cause of National Education.”

The compositions of Assoc Prof Tang have been performed by internationally-renowned ensembles 
such as the Warsaw Philharmonic Orchestra, the Russian National Orchestra, the Ensemble 
Contemporain of Montreal, the Macau Youth Symphony Orchestra, the Vietnam National 
Symphony Orchestra and the Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestra. His music has been presented at 
prestigious venues worldwide including Suntory Hall in Tokyo, the Hanoi Opera House and Carnegie 
Hall in New York. Locally, his works have been performed by leading groups such as the Singapore 
Symphony Orchestra, the T’ANG quartet, the Singapore Lyric Opera, the Philharmonic Winds, the 
Chinese Theatre Circle and the Singapore National Youth Orchestra.

Composer Feted for 
Artistic Excellence
By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations

Besides sterling achievements in the 
Chinese reed pipe mouth organ, the 
sheng, and the more familiar sounding 

guitar, fourth-year Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
Music major Benjamin Lim Yi (above) is also a 
maestro in wielding the pen.

The student teacher’s review of the seventh 
Singapore International Guitar Festival and 
third International Guitar Competition 2007 
was recently published in the March 2008 
issue of Gendai Magazine, a Japanese classical 
guitar magazine. Gendai Magazine is one 
of the top premier magazines featuring the 
classical guitar scene around the world. The 
publication is known for its strict editorial 
ethics and perseverance in maintaining only 
the highest artistic opinions between its 
covers.

Mr Lim’s review is a first for Gendai Magazine 
on the Singapore International Guitar 
Festival. His other literary accomplishments 
include published written reviews of the 
festival in Classical Guitar Magazine (UK) in 
2007 and 2008.

A Maestro 
in More 
Ways 
Than One
By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & 
Alumni Relations

J apan’s Agency for Cultural Affairs has appointed 15 renowned cultural figures and 
performing arts groups as ‘Special Advisor for Cultural Exchange’ to introduce traditional 
Japanese arts and culture abroad. Among them is Hideyuki Ueno, an adjunct associate 

professor with NIE’s Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group. This system of appointment 
started in 2003, with 47 individuals assigned as envoys so far. The cost of their activities is 
borne by the Japanese Government.

Assoc Prof Ueno is an accomplished shakuhachi (traditional Japanese bamboo flute) master from 
the Tozan-Ryu School in Japan. His focus has been the learning of Japanese traditional music 
through the shakuhachi, traditional and folk songs made popular between the 16th and 18th 
century in Japan. Through this practice-based specialty, he has situated the shakuhachi and Japanese 
traditional music in a wider context of multi-disciplinary domains of musical structure, intonation, 
pitch level, tuning and temperament, and acoustics. Throughout his period of commitments at 
NIE, Assoc Prof Ueno has ventured beyond simply dishing out tradition as an ‘exotica’ practice, 
embodying in his teaching, a critical frame of reference for the proliferation and preservation, 
albeit contemporary, of ‘ancient’ forms; conveying this to both NTU students and NIE student 
teachers; either as teachers of music or other subjects.

Japanese Music Studies 
Lecturer Appointed 
Cultural Exchange Envoy
By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations
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Singapore Psychological Society 
Honours One of its Best By Assoc Prof Lim Kam Ming, Sub Dean, 

Postgraduate Diploma in Education

A ssoc Prof Esther Tan received the prestigious 2008 Award for 
Outstanding Contribution to Psychology in Singapore from the 
Singapore Psychological Society (SPS) during its annual general 

meeting on 29 March 2008. Founded in 1979, SPS is a professional 
organisation for psychologists in Singapore and seeks to promote the 
advancement of psychology as a science and profession.

The award recognised Assoc Prof Tan’s exemplary leadership in the 
advancement of psychology as both a scientific and professional 
discipline. Her leadership and vision in starting the first ever formal 
postgraduate programme, which involves structured practicum 
training in applied psychology in Singapore, were cited during the 
presentation of the award. In 1997, Assoc Prof Tan, as Head of NIE’s 
Psychological Studies Academic Group, established the Master of 
Arts - Applied Psychology (MA-AP) programme. This programme 
adopts a scientist-practitioner approach which places strong 
emphasis on a theory-practice link in the training of its students as 
both competent researchers and skilled clinicians. As a measure to 
enhance the structured practicum, which is an integral component of 

the progamme, a Psychology Clinic was set up on the NIE campus as 
a practicum site.

Now in its 11th year, this pioneering programme has prepared around 
250 counselling and educational psychologists who are now serving 
the community in various organisations such as counselling centres, 
Students Care Service, social service organisations, schools, Ministry 
of Education, Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports, 
polytechnics and universities. Many of the accomplished MA-AP 
alumni have assumed key leadership and specialist roles in their 
respective organisations.

Assoc Prof Tan also introduced psychology as a more organised and 
salient component in NIE’s teacher education programmes. This 
innovation, which began in the late 1980s, introduced student 
teachers to courses in counselling, vocational psychology, assessment, 
thinking and creativity. Although she retired from NIE in 2005, she 
remains actively involved in teacher and counsellor education as well 
as community service.

Sino-Singapore Exchange Programme 
Fosters Cultural Appreciation

T he prestigious Sino-Singapore Undergraduate Exchange 
Programme is in its fifth year, involving about 50 students from 
the Nanyang Technological University, National University 

of Singapore and Singapore Management University. After hosting 
student delegates from the People’s Republic of China in March 2008, 
the Singapore delegation was in China from 12 to 26 May 2008 to 
learn about the education system, heritage and culture in Beijing, 
Shandong and Shanghai respectively.

Ms Aisha Farhana, a third-year Bachelor of Arts (Education) student 
teacher, was on this unique journey of cultural exploration and returns 
with this account to share.

             We visited Peking, Renmin (right), Shanghai Jia Tong and Shandong 
universities which boasted a huge array of courses in the engineering, 
humanities and science faculties. With new campus grounds and 
internationally recognised research bases, the undergraduates told us 
that they would rather work on their campuses than a multinational 
corporation or a private firm.

The exchange programme opened my eyes to a whole new perspective, 
especially during the lectures we observed at the universities. The 
professors spoke about the economy, agricultural atmosphere and the 
Confucian values by which many Chinese lead their lives. During a 
lecture on agriculture, I questioned the focus on hydroponics, which 
is becoming increasingly popular where land for farming is scarce and 

learnt that agricultural concerns differed with each nation. For Singapore, 
hydroponics is utilised due to land scarcity whereas in China, the 
technology is not employed widely due to a need to conserve water.

Interesting insights, amazing friendships and networks, exciting university 
tours and lectures, mind-blowing food and culture and most importantly, 
the many interesting perspectives, opinions and thoughts between the 
undergraduates on educational opportunities in both countries made 
the exchange programme a priceless learning experience.

Amidst these fond memories, the victims of the Sichuan earthquake 
have a special place in our hearts. Our thoughts are with those who 
have suffered the loss of their loved ones and are rebuilding their lives 
and homes.

NIE news

”“



9

NIE news

BOOK LAUNCHES

T he NIE English Language and Literature Series is launched 
at a time when we witness profound educational changes 
in Singapore and elsewhere. With English Language and 

Literature recognised as key curriculum areas for the imparting of the 
kinds of literate dispositions students need for the future, new ways of 
framing these curriculum subjects are being explored in traditional and 
‘new’ English speaking contexts, all of them in search of more effective, 
engaging and meaningful approaches to curriculum, pedagogy and 
assessment. The books in the series are designed to offer practical 
support in this exploration for school teachers of English Language 
and Literature, with a special focus on the interests and needs of those 
working in Southeast Asian classrooms. 

All the titles in the series are written by experienced teachers and 
teacher-educators with the aim of providing advice on methodology 
and approaches to language and literature pedagogy. Some of the 
books show how the teaching of old staples in our English classrooms, 
such as phonics, grammar and the writing of various genres, can 
be carried out in more empowering ways; others suggest ways of 
fundamentally redesigning, in this age of multimedia, multimodality 
as well as interdisciplinarity, what teaching English is all about.  

Although the books in the series are written in an accessible, non-
academic style, at the same time they draw on up-to-date research 
and viable prototypes in order to offer guidance to practising teachers 
about pedagogical approaches that have been shown to be effective. 
We hope that they provide you with new ways of looking at the 
important work that English teachers do, and inspire you to probe 
beyond received wisdoms in teaching your subject.

Series Editors:
Assoc Prof Anneliese Kramer-Dahl, English Language and Literature
Assoc Prof James Albright, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice
Assoc Prof David Deterding (English Language and Applied Linguistics, 
Universiti Brunei Darussalam)
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By Ms Jolene Tan, Public, International & Alumni Relations

NIE News catches up with the valedictorians of the recent 
Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony July 2008. They received 
their teaching qualifications alongside 1,672 of their fellow 

newly-minted teachers across three ceremonies from 8 to 10 July 
2008 in Nanyang Technological University’s Nanyang Auditorium. 
Guest of honour at the ceremonies was Education Minister and 
Second Defence Minister Dr Ng Eng Hen.

NIE News: Why did you choose to be a teacher?
Kimberly: Being a teacher did not really cross my mind when I was 
younger. However, I had the chance to relief teach while waiting 
for my ‘A’ Level results and I enjoyed the experience. I think the 
satisfaction you get when a child understands the lesson may not 
be easily found elsewhere.

Irwan: I think the profession is very rewarding. As a teacher, 
I am given the opportunity not only to teach but also to learn 
progressively to meet the demands of the ever-evolving education 

scene. This will enable me to develop my ability and potential not 
only as a professional educator but also as a lifelong learner.

Wen Pin: I first wanted to be a teacher early on in life when I was 
a patrol leader in Scouts. That was when I understood firsthand the 
value of leading and developing people, and thus, the seeds of a 
future teacher were sown in me.

NIE News: What was your most memorable experience 
during your stay at NIE?
Kimberly: The most memorable experience has got to be chairing 
the Learning Festival. Planning the event from scratch took a year 
for the first festival and I definitely could not have done so without 
my wonderful team! We convinced the school administration to 
suspend classes for a few hours so that the event could be carried 
out – not many people can say that they had done that. The event 
also helped me bond with my friends; some of my closest friends 
worked with me on this project.

    Eat a Kit Kat once in 
a while and recharge!              
We do need to maintain a 
balance between work 
and play.
–– Ms Kimberly Chow Mun Wai, Bachelor of Arts 
(Education) Winner of Lee Kuan Yew Gold Medal,  
The NIE Award & SPC Book Prize

–– Mr Muhammad Irwan Jamal, Diploma in Education  
(Malay Language) (Primary) Winner of Rotary 
International 75th Anniversary Gold Medal & 
Singapore Malay Teachers’ Union Book Prize

    Teach in pursuit of the 
truth, for the betterment 
of society and a self-
realisation that we 
can make a difference 
in our students’ life.”

“
Teachers Extraordinaire Chat About           Their Aspirations

”

Gracing the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony 2008 was Education 
Minister and Second Defence Minister, Dr Ng Eng Hen. In his 
address to the graduands, he praised the new teachers for 

their sense of professionalism, spirit, zeal and zest, and said “… 
this reflects well on your lecturers in NIE. I want to commend and 
congratulate them for their good work in preparing you well for the 
teaching career ahead!” He expressed that this high level of teacher 
preparation augurs well for the education system as a whole and “that 
we can expect more improvements ahead, as new, energetic teachers 
mature and take leadership positions in the future.”

He further highlighted the increasing range of teacher education 
programmes which signals NIE’s commitment to continual 
enhancement and innovation of its programmes reflecting the 

NIE is 
Commended by 
Education Minister
By Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Sub Dean, Degree Programmes

changing educational needs of future teachers. In particular, he 
highlighted two new programmes: the part-time Bachelor of Education 
programme that is designed for non-graduate primary school teachers 
who already have some classroom teaching experience and the new 
Master’s programme, MTeach, which is currently being developed and 
is expected to have its first intake in 2010. He emphasised that both 
these programmes would help develop better teachers and leaders in 
schools and improve the quality of the teaching force.

The minister’s clear endorsement of NIE’s teacher educators and 
teacher preparation programmes serves as positive reinforcement that 
NIE is moving ahead. NIE remains deeply committed to meeting the 
needs of her stakeholders in teacher education. This clearly underpins 
the strategies of the institute’s 3:3:3 Roadmap till 2012.

“
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–– Mr Leow Wen Pin, Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary) Winner of the Rotary International 75th Anniversary 
Gold Medal & Singapore Teachers’ Union Book Prize

    The core of 
education is 
service towards 
our family, friends 
or even the stranger 
on the street.”
Irwan: My most memorable experience would be in participating 
and witnessing the series of micro-teaching presentations done by 
my fellow course mates. I laughed the hardest at these presentations 
when most of my friends’ hidden talents were unearthed. Some 
could act as cats, gym instructors, TV hosts, nasty neighbours and 
even superheroes really well. I will remember those images of my 
fellow teachers-to-be looking silly, loosening up and letting their 
hair down, for a very long time.

Wen Pin: For my Group Endeavours in Service Learning project, we 
ran a race/trail for student teachers on Pulau Ubin to expose them to 
conservation issues and the natural treasures of Singapore. The event went 
smoothly and I was very happy with the feedback from the participants 
who noted that they had an interesting learning experience.

NIE News: What goals have you set as a teacher?
Kimberly: I want to make a difference in the lives of my pupils. 
I think the story of the starfish is the best example of my goal - 

“
Teachers Extraordinaire Chat About           Their Aspirations

to make a difference to as many as I can. Quoting my school’s 
coordinating mentor, I want to be able to throw these starfish far 
enough so that they will not be swept back to the shore, which is 
also another goal - to provide my pupils what they need to excel 
on their own.

Irwan: As I will be crossing over to the Bachelor of Arts (Education) 
programme, my immediate goal as a teacher with Bedok West 
Primary School (BWPS) is to learn as much as possible from the 
pool of experienced teachers there. In addition, I would also like to 
share my pedagogical knowledge, strategies and experience acquired 
in NIE with them for the benefit of BWPS pupils.

Wen Pin: My goals as a teacher are to help my students learn 
deeply, contribute in a worthwhile fashion to my school and learn as 
much as I can about the business of education.

NIE News: What do you hope to bring to your students?
Kimberly: I hope to instil in them the joy of learning, that school 
is not a boring place to be. I am also trying to teach my pupils 
manners, to be polite and respectful to everyone they meet. I hope 
to have a class of ladies and gentlemen by the end of the year.

Irwan: I hope to equip my students with the necessary knowledge 
and skills needed for their occupations. In addition, I also hope to 
empower my students so that they can define the world in their own 
words with courage and confidence.

Wen Pin: The heart of teaching is value education. Hence, my goal 
as a teacher is to develop in my students a firm bedrock of proper 
values grounded in the idea of service towards their fellow men and 
a love for learning and truth.
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Tough in Spirit

T he late Ms Tay Xin Yu was admitted into the Diploma in 
Education programme in July 2005. In 2006, she was diagnosed 
with Lymphoma. Despite numerous medical efforts to help her 

fight the disease, she lost the battle to the illness and passed away 
on 28 April 2008. On 9 July 2008, Xin Yu was awarded the Diploma 
in Education posthumously at the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony in 
recognition of her good academic standing during the first year of 
her programme and to acknowledge her positive attributes of courage 
and perseverance in the face of extreme adversity. Assoc Prof Vilma 
D’Rozario (Sub Dean, Student Development and Liaison, Foundation 
Programmes Office) recollects Xin Yu’s fortitude and resilience in the 
face of insurmountable challenges.

       Xin Yu was a warm, bright, caring and cheerful student teacher, very 
eager to complete her diploma programme and become a great teacher. 
She longed to recover her health completely so that she could teach. 
Teaching was her dream career. During her illness, Xin Yu continued to 
be hopeful that she would one day complete her diploma. She shared 
her dreams of teaching and returning to school with her loved ones, 
friends and NIE staff. Throughout her illness, she would re-assure us 
that she was fine and that we should not worry.

Xin Yu possessed several desired qualities of a good teacher, one of 
which was a toughness in spirit. She had a “never say die” attitude. 
She reassured us often that she was a fighter and would fight hard to 
get well. She wrote, “Have been having very bad tummy aches for the 

past week. But no worries. I’m still a fighter.” She was humble and 
always grateful. In March 2008, in one of her last SMSes to me, she 
said, “No words can express my deepest gratitude and thanks for all 
the love and care and help that school (NIE) has done. I have deep 
faith that I will get well and be back in school to share my journey 
with all. God bless. Many hugs.”

In support of her tough spirit, courage, perseverance and 
thoughtfulness, NIE mounted a fund-raising drive in September 2007 
to help Xin Yu and her family with medical treatment expenses. In 
March 2008, NIE launched a bone marrow donation drive when we 
realised that Xin Yu needed a transplant and that a donor match had 
not been found in Singapore.

We will all miss Xin Yu’s bright eyes, beautiful smile and bubbly 
personality very much. But she leaves with us her fighting spirit and 
positive disposition which we can hold on to as we too persevere 
through adversity and choose to look upon the beauty of life. Thank 
you, Ms Tay Xin Yu!

“

”

T he Dr Shila Fernandez Prize was established in 2007 by Mr 
Ivan Fernandez in memory of his late wife. Dr Fernandez was a 
lecturer in the English Language and Literature (ELL) Academic 

Group, NIE, who lost her battle to cancer in 2006. To commemorate Dr 
Fernandez’s work as teacher educator at NIE, the prize is awarded to 
the best overall student teacher in the Diploma in Education (General, 
Primary) programme who has also performed well in Communication 
Skills for Teachers and English for Academic and Professional Purposes. 
Inaugural winner, Ms Teng Yan Ling (above, with Education Minister Dr 
Ng Eng Hen), who received the prize at this year’s Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremony on 9 July 2008, shares, “I am extremely honoured to be 
awarded the Dr Shila Fernandez Prize. I admire Dr Fernandez for her 
perseverance in pursuing her studies till the very last days of her life. 
I aim to be a lifelong learner like her and hope to pass on the love for 
learning to all my pupils.”

Inaugural Prize in Memory 
of Inspirational English 
Language Educator
By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations

Assoc Prof Lubna Alsagoff (Head, ELL) remembers Dr Fernandez with 
fondness, “Shila was a dear friend and colleague. Her enthusiasm and 
passion for education and for teaching were boundless. She led by 
example, spirited and undaunted, to the very end.” Even as Dr Fernandez 
fought against cancer in the last nine months of her life, she astonishingly 
managed to complete her doctoral thesis, and was later awarded an EdD 
from the University of Western Australia. Another colleague Assoc Prof 
Phyllis Chew speaks of Dr Fernandez’s professional generosity, “Shila was 
a gifted teacher who gave her spare time unstintingly to the promotion of 
education to children in neighbourhood schools. Generous during her life 
as well as after, the prize is a small tribute for an educator par excellence.” 
Close friend and colleague, Mrs Christine Parimala Pelly, adds, “Through 
this award, I hope Shila’s indomitable spirit as a teacher educator will live 
on. To this day, I have yet to meet a person who can match Shila in her 
enthusiasm and love for teaching.”
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CONFERENCES & SEMINARS

On 17 May 2008, NIE’s ASEAN (Association of Southeast 
Asian Nations) Club, in partnership with the Singapore 
Institute of International Affairs (SIIA), presented its first 

core event, the Annual ASEAN Educational Forum 2008 on campus. 
The forum was organised to create an awareness among students and 
future educators of the current affairs of ASEAN.

With the theme The Roles of Youths in ASEAN, the ensuing discussions 
delved into various issues ranging from the commonalities across 
ASEAN nations to the challenges and opportunities of their youths. 
The panelists included guest of honour Ambassador-at-Large and 
former ASEAN Secretary-General Mr Ong Keng Yong, Member of 
Parliament for Marine Parade Group Representation Constituency 
Dr Fatimah Lateef, SIIA Senior Researcher Dr Yeo Lay Hwee and 
YoungChangeMakers Chairperson Mr Muhamad Imaduddien. The 
second segment of the forum highlighted inspiring and entertaining 
items such as a film showcase by the SIIA and a performance by NIE 
Starlite Winner, Yunus and a presentation by Cicada Tree Eco-Place. 
Cicada Tree Eco-Place was the beneficiary the club selected for 40 
percent of its proceeds slated for preserving ASEAN’s biodiversity.

Forum Dwells 
Upon Roles of 
ASEAN Youth
By Ms Aisha Farhana, Chairperson, ASEAN Club @ NIE

Guest of honour Ambassador-at-Large Mr Ong Keng Yong (centre) with 
(from left) Cambodian Ambassador to Singapore Mrs Sin Serey, Member of 
Parliament Dr Fatimah Lateef, NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong & Dean of 
Foundation Programmes Assoc Prof Cheah Horn Mun

Preceding the forum was ASEANWeek @ NIE, held to promote the 
event as well as create awareness of the regional organisation. There 
was also an ASEAN Youths Essay Writing Competition which had 
first-year junior college students think and write about “What Does 
ASEAN Mean to Me?” After receiving their prizes, winners from the 
competition shared with the audience their essays and thoughts on 
ASEAN. The winner was Ms Nivia Satriavi Soetrisno, a Temasek Junior 
College student who wrote a moving and insightful account of her 
personal experiences as an ASEAN scholar in Singapore.

N IE, together with the Center for Tropical Forest Science, 
a centre of the Smithsonian Tropical Research Institute 
(STRI), and the Arnold Arboretum of Harvard University, 

hosted a three-day workshop entitled Carbon and Functional Traits 
in Asian Forests on the monitoring of carbon uptake and release 
by forests. The workshop, which began on 7 April 2008, aimed to 
address questions such as “What role do forests play in mitigating 
climate change?”, “Do different types of forests contribute equally 
in absorbing carbon dioxide?”, “Does forest soil play a role in this 
process?” and “Can we put a dollar value on the climate-related 
phenomena that forests play?”.

A half-day public symposium entitled Carbon and Forests on 7 April 
2008 kick-started discussions among forest and environmental 
scientists on climate change, carbon-oriented research and policy 
issues in Singapore and the region.

By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations

Workshop Addresses 
Importance of Forests in 
Mitigating Climate Change

The symposium and ensuing workshop sessions were led by STRI senior 
scientists viz Dr Joseph Wright, Dr Helene Muller-Landau and Dr Ben Turner. 
Besides learning how to accurately measure and monitor carbon uptake by 
forests, participants investigated the role of forests in absorbing carbon and 
the implications for forest management and climate change policy during a 
field trip to Bukit Timah Nature Reserve on 8 April 2008.

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong highlighted how teacher education 
could instil a sense of purpose in tackling environment-related 
concerns in schools, “As a teacher education institute, we invariably 
explore creative ways to imbibe in our student teachers and in turn 
their young charges, values of responsible corporate citizenry. In terms 
of environmental conservation, this event will arouse a consciousness 
among the wider community beyond NIE and the shores of Singapore. 
We are indeed privileged to welcome such a distinguished panel of 
scientists and forest researchers as participants at this workshop.”
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By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations

New Centre Enhances Language 
Use Among Student Teachers

The Teachers’ Language Development Centre (TLDC) was 
set up in January 2008 to help enhance the standards of 
language use among NIE student teachers. Besides taking 

charge of the LEADS modules in the pre-service curricula, namely, 
Communication Skills for Teachers, English for Academic and 
Professional Purposes and Academic Discourse Skills, the centre 
conducts courses leading to the Certificate in English Language 
Studies (CELS) for English language student teachers in the Diploma 
in Education and degree programmes. These students are required 
by the Ministry of Education to attend CELS courses to equip them 
with the content knowledge and upgraded language skills to teach 
English more confidently.

Language Experts Deliver Keynote 
Addresses on Language Teaching
By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International and Alumni Relations

Assoc Prof Goh Yeng Seng (Head, Asian Languages and 
Cultures (ALC)) and Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling (Sub Dean, 
Degree Programmes) were invited to present keynote 

addresses at the 43rd Regional Language Centre International 
Seminar on the theme Language Teaching in a Multilingual World: 
Challenges and Opportunities held in Singapore from 21 to 23 April 
2008.

Assoc Prof Goh spoke about Bilingual Education Policy in 
Singapore: Challenges and Opportunities which offered an in-depth 
discussion on the evolution, challenges and opportunities in 
relation to the bilingual education policy in Singapore. He touched 

on the educational status of both the English language and 
Chinese language in Singapore from a linguistic and pedagogical 
perspective. He also discussed some major pedagogical reforms 
to the teaching of Chinese in Singapore and the role of Chinese 
in the Singapore context. Apart from his keynote address, Assoc 
Prof Goh also presented a workshop on Rethinking Monolingual 
Instructional Strategies in Mother Tongue Language Classrooms: The 
Case of Chinese, Malay and Tamil with his ALC colleagues - Assoc 
Prof Hadijah Rahmat, Ms Lim Seok Lai, Asst Prof Mohd Mukhlis 
Abu Bakar and Asst Prof Sivakumaran s/o Ramalingam - and a joint 
paper with Hong Kong Institute of Education’s Dr Tong Ho Kin 
on The Role of Chinese in Schools of Hong Kong and Singapore: A 
Medium of Instruction or a Subject.

Assoc Prof Low shared her insights on the topic Sounding Local 
and Going Global: Moving Beyond Intelligibility in the Pronunciation 
Classroom. She began by presenting the main pronunciation 
features of some Southeast Asian varieties of English and then 
discussed the tension between sounding local and the need to go 
global, and the need to search for an equilibrium for pedagogical 
purposes. The talk ended with her advocating the need to move 
beyond issues of intelligibility to consider pragmatic and socio-
cultural norms that should ultimately shape a pronunciation 
syllabus in full recognition of the ‘glocal’ identity of its users.

Both keynote addresses by Assoc Prof Goh and Assoc Prof Low 
were extremely well received by the audience and their views were 
further sought during the final panel discussion session.

The TLDC has conducted a number of workshops to help students 
improve their performance in course reading and writing assignments. 
A sampling of workshop topics includes Coping with Reading in Your 
Courses, That All-Important, Indispensable Thesis, Writing Reflections 
for Academic Assignments, Purposeful Reading for Essay Writing, 
Mechanics of Citation and How to Use Sources (Course Reading) to 
Impress in Assignment Writing.

Postgraduate Diploma in Education graduate Ms Laurelle He, who 
attended the Writing Reflections workshop conducted by Assoc Prof 
Antonia Chandrasegaran (Head, TLDC), is one student who benefited 
from a TLDC workshop: “All in all, the workshop was most useful for 
anyone. Whether you are an amateur writer, or seasoned writer, it 
serves as a good refresher to remind you of the basics of good writing 
that you might have forgotten along the way.”

Assoc Prof Goh Yeng Seng (second from left) & Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling (sixth 
from right) with other international language scholars during the panel 
discussion session
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O n 24 April 2008, Assoc Prof Chee Yam San (Learning 
Sciences Laboratory) led a sharing with Leaders in Education 
Programme participants on the topic Game-based Learning 

in the Age of Digital Media Culture. After the initial presentation, the 
participants were given the opportunity to experiment with two games 
developed by the Learning Sciences Laboratory. They also discussed 
the implications of Space Station Leonis (left) in helping students better 
understand responsibilities related to citizenship within the broader 
context of National Education. Escape from Centauri 7, a multiplayer 
game dealing with the dynamics of charged particles, allows students 
to engage in scientific inquiry to hypothesize, test, and affirm or 
disaffirm their intuitions regarding the phenomena that prevail in the 
game world.

International visitors to Nanyang Technological University’s 
Interactive and Digital Media International Workshop were also 
treated on 28 April 2008 to a special preview of these two games at 
the Nanyang Executive Centre.

Game-based Learning in Age of 
Digital Media Culture
By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations

Budding Scientists Share Research 
Outcomes of Fieldwork
By Asst Prof Peter Lee & Assoc Prof He Jie, Natural Sciences & Science Education

Ms Tan Xiao Ting (left) describing the foraging strategies of the hermit 
crab Uca annulipes

F ive final-year Bachelor of Science (Education) Biology majors and 
eight Master of Science (Life Sciences) graduands from the Natural 
Sciences and Science Education Academic Group (NSSE) proudly 

showcased the results of an intense semester of laboratory research and 
fieldwork to the NIE community on 6 May 2008. They presented their 
scientific findings via poster presentations and oral examinations.

Having embarked on their research projects in January 2008, the students 
were each required to conduct an independent, in-depth investigation 
of their chosen research topic over the course of the semester, under the 
supervision of faculty members. The research projects were designed to 
expose students to all phases of the scientific research process, in order 
to train them in the basics of research methodology as well as practise 
inquiry-based learning strategies. Starting with the formulation of the 
research question, to the designing of experiments, data collection 
and analysis of results, and finally the communication of findings, 
students were able to have a taste of authentic scientific research. The 
projects also served to prepare and equip the students with the skills 
and know-how to systematically plan and supervise their own science 
projects in schools, so that they may in turn, passionately introduce 
science research to the next generation of students.

The projects were presented for examination that morning. The restrained 
atmosphere around the room from understandably nervous students 
soon dissipated as they enthusiastically shared their fascinating results 
with the examiners. When the posters were opened for public viewing 

in the afternoon, the presenters shared their research outcomes with 
students from other cohorts keen to work on similar projects.

When asked at the end of the session, the students unanimously agreed 
that the experience had indeed been fulfilling, challenging and a positive 
learning journey for all of them. Beneath the evident relief in their eyes, 
there were more than a few quiet smiles at the sense of achievement 
they felt, having in some small but appreciable way, contributed to their 
field through the rigorous research they had undertaken.



We learnt in ‘Conversations with Students’ that key to being a good 
teacher is to show students our genuine care for them. In our session 
with two Normal Technical students (above), we voiced our fears of 
having to deal with disruptive classes. We also presented them with 
various scenarios, eliciting their opinions as well as their personal 
encounters with teachers. The students were honest and frank in 
their responses, telling us how they felt about being discriminated 
against as Normal Technical students, what some of their teachers 
had done and how they preferred to be disciplined. Thanks to their 
forthrightness, the session allayed some of our fears and compelled us 
to be better teachers by considering the different perspectives when 
managing a problem or conflict.

Following a day of introspection and reflection, dinner consisted of 
some light-hearted fun as we ‘got our hands dirty’ learning how to 
make (and eat) our own chapatti.

Revitalised and inspired by the sharing within the group, we left 
with the conviction that despite inevitable obstacles in our careers, 
when armed with resilience and perseverance, we can and will make a 
positive difference in the lives of our students.

NIE news

HAPPENINGS16

Student teachers Ms Nurhayati Abdul Rahman and Mr Jose 
Paolo T Boquiren realised how much they could learn from an 
innocuous seed after embarking on the Meranti Project over the 

weekend of 17 March 2008 with 11 other Postgraduate Diploma in 
Education student teachers.

    Borne out of hardwood trees anchored by deep buttress roots, 
Meranti seeds symbolise resilience and strength. Two leaves, sprouting 
from seed-like wings, catch the wind as they gracefully glide away from 
their parent tree before rooting and growing on their own. Like seeds of 
the Meranti, we as student teachers must also fly independently and 
anchor ourselves where we will grow into resilient and persevering 
educators, eventually dispersing our own seeds; fruits of our labour.

We participated in a series of workshop activities at the Student 
Hub where our motivations and apprehensions regarding our chosen 
vocation and various concepts of the ‘other’ vis-à-vis personal 
prejudices and identities within the framework of a multi-cultural 
society were explored.

The ‘Life Journey’ activity allowed us to share our individual life stories 
and personal motivations that had led us on the path to teaching. 
Listening to our friends’ personal odysseys, we benefited from their 
experiences and were inspired by their courage and spirit.

Student Teachers 
Learn from the 
Meranti Seed

”

“

T he Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice was very 
privileged to play host to Honorary Professor Bill Mulford from 
the University of Tasmania from 9 to 20 March 2008. He is 

an internationally recognised educator with a deep interest in the 
areas of educational leadership, implementation of educational change 
and school effectiveness and improvement. With his over 35 years of 
successful applied research experience, Prof Mulford made a presentation 
on Quality Evidence on School Leadership over two separate sessions; 
one was held in NIE for staff and the other at Teachers Network for 
school principals and Ministry of Education officials.

Prof Mulford explored the theme of good leadership and how it 
might bring about changes in students’ achievements as a whole. 
His lively and interesting presentation was set to make the audience 
reflect upon themselves rather than to provide straightforward 

Visiting Professor Touches on 
School Leadership

instructional prescriptions for what is deemed as good school 
leadership. Drawing from his own wealth of both personal and 
professional experiences as a school teacher and leader, and also 
from various projects that he had been involved in such as the 
Successful School Principal Project in Tasmania, he illustrated the 
importance of the “5Ps” for the school leaders (“The High-Five” refers 
to Professional, Principled, Promotional, Persistent and Planner) 
and the “Tessellated model” for schools (a mosaic of areas working 
together) which includes trust and respect, empowerment, showed 
and monitored vision and supported experiment. Understanding 
that there might be myriad factors and challenges facing school 
leaders at any one time waiting to be tackled, he was quoted as 
saying, “Success depends on which areas the school leader chooses 
to spend time and attention. A single input by a leader can have 
multiple outcomes.”

By Ms Aisha Jamaludeen & Ms Mardiana Roslan, Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice
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TEACHER’S TALK

Ms Tan Lay Leng is a full-time school counsellor at Tanjong 
Katong Primary School. She was featured in the October 
2007 issue of this publication. NIE News catches up with the 

committed educator on her latest development.

NIE News: How do you conceptualise your role as a full-
time school counsellor?
School counselling is building bridges of healing and hope because 
every child matters. During my Diploma in School Counselling 
training at NIE, I remember how my lecturers and tutors highlighted 
the general weakness of trainee counsellors in conceptualising a 
case. So how do I conceptualise - make sense of - my role?

In my 18 months as a school counsellor, I see myself as a bridge, 
narrowing expectations and emotional gaps between different 
stakeholders viz children and parents, pupils and teachers, and 

Building Bridges
counsellees and their peers. Additionally, I bridge the information 
gap of a child as I dig for details, investigate for facts, probe for 
reasons and rationale, seek to understand, find ways to help, explore 
strategies and discover myself in the process.

NIE News: What are the essential personal qualities and 
skills of your work?
Besides integrity, empathy and a teachable heart, there are basic 
micro-skills of listening through paraphrasing, clarifying, reflecting 
of feelings and summarising. Being able to show empathy, warmth 
and acceptance helps.

NIE News: What about challenges?
I constantly bear and live with the tension within my heart resulting 
from allowing a counsellee to pace his own readiness to make 
changes and meeting the referral agent’s expectations. The role can 
be emotionally draining and lonely. Results are slow to come, so a 
sense of reward in the short term is unlikely.

NIE News: How would you advise those who wish to 
pursue this line of work?
Learn to appreciate the process rather than the outcome. The rapport 
and relationships built with the counsellees and their growth as 
individuals are of great worth. Many people will tell you what to 
do. What do your heart and counsellee say? Learn to think positive 
and be grateful for small breakthroughs. You may not get much 
encouragement or appreciation. Find a circle of support among other 
counsellors. If necessary, refer the child for further help. Watch out 
for compassion fatigue. Learn to replenish the emotional tank, which 
depletes rather quickly. Personally, as a Christian, I draw my source of 
strength from God.

Guitar enthusiast and second-year Diploma in Education student 
teacher, Mr Muhammad Dzuhri Bin Juniwan (right), recalls the 
euphoria upon receiving an SMS, which read “Congratulations! 

You’ve made it to FOTC!”

The acronym stands for Frequency of the City, a programme which is 
airing over channel Arts Central in July 2008. Based on the theme A 
Global City, the show’s concept has students from seven local tertiary 
institutions record sounds which they think best represent Singapore. 
Each participant had to get a sound from their school and two from 
anywhere around Singapore. 

Muhammad Dzuhri relates his experience, “On a regular school day, 
I noticed an advertisement in the Student Portal announcing that 
channel Arts Central was to conduct auditions for the third season 
of Frequency of the City, involving all polytechnics and universities 

Sounds of a 
Global City

in Singapore. The winner will record a song with a renowned music 
producer as well as work with a local musician of his choice. I 
thought this was too good an opportunity to pass. As the audition 
was scheduled for the very next day, I scampered for my phone, 
called my friend and practised that very night at his place for about 
half an hour. At the audition, we sang the song Apologise by One 
Republic and I guessed we nailed it!”

By Mr Aaron Chong, Public, International & Alumni Relations
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SERVICE LEARNING

S econd-year Bachelor of Arts (Education) student teacher Ms 
Celine Teo led a team of 18 members to Sikkim on Project Maya  
in November 2007. She returned from the trip gaining more 

than just a new coterie of friends.

    The journey to Padma Odzer Choeling (POC) located at Sikkim, 
North India, taught me many of life’s precious lessons. Besides being 
my very first Youth Expedition Project, I could finally fulfil my desire to 
extend humanitarian help beyond the shores of Singapore.

Project Maya set foot on POC on 30 November 2007 as the third NIE 
team. In our hope to inculcate the love of learning as well as building 

Team Inculcates Love of Learning 
Among Sikkimese Youth

international friendships despite language barriers and vast borders, 
we adopted “creating a sense of awareness and building friendships 
across borders and language for the love of learning, cultural exchange, 
sports, humanity and mankind” as our team’s mission statement.

Throughout our stay at POC, we conducted classes in English, 
Mathematics, Science, Art and even organised extra-curricular 
participation in the Futsal Carnival, cultural exhibitions and 
performances. Aside from engaging in a more interactive session 
with the students, these activities broadened the exposure of future 
teachers like us, highlighting the application of different pedagogical 
approaches in teaching children.

Another benefit was having bonded with the rest of my team members. 
As a leader of Project Maya, I found the trip a fruitful learning experience. 
Through working with less familiar coursemates across varying age 
groups, I realised that cooperation from everyone was critical in keeping 
the team going. My journey on this trip has taught me how to work 
with others and from the camaraderie nurtured among team members, 
many have since become cherished friends. I sincerely thank them for 
being a pillar of strength during this project.

As a Postgraduate Diploma in Education student teacher, Mr 
Ivan Lee led 14 members of Team Demazong in late 2007 to 
Sikkim on a campaign targeting environmental issues. He is 

currently teaching at West Spring Secondary School.

       Team Demazong set off to Yuksam, Sikkim on 4 December 2007, 
filled with zest and enthusiasm for the upcoming Service Learning 
project focusing on environmental conservation. The three weeks 
spent in Yuksam left us with beautiful memories. The warmth of the 
people and their love for the environment touched us very deeply.

In our dialogue session with the locals at Khecheopalri Lake, where 
we set up most of the signage and waste bins, their initiation of 
a waste management team and their idea of collecting a token 
fee from tourists to fund these garbage management projects 
impressed us. This development spoke of their commitment 
towards long-term sustainability and allowed us to look into 
their future needs.

Other than that, we engaged in documenting the functioning and 
maintenance of the higher altitude nursery and also proceeded to 
refurbish the wornout hothouse (greenhouse), hardening shed and 
nursery beds. The manual labour made our experience more fulfilling 
and we understood the needs and aspirations of the locals to benefit 
the local farmers through their initiatives and collaboration with 
overseas partners like us.

One Change at a Time
Another aspect of our project 
which warranted our team’s 
attention was a visit to Yuksam 
Government School, where we 
conducted a three-day programme 
to communicate the importance 
of environmental conservation, 
through litter-picking activities 
and demonstrations on how 
to reuse, recycle and reduce. 
Since its facilities were run-
down, we were motivated to 
initiate a collaboration with the 
school to offer a more conducive 
environment for the kids who 
were so eager to learn!

Through the facilitation activities 

”

“

“

”

in place, we understood more about the locals and ourselves and how 
we can contribute locally upon our return to Singapore. Of course, 
we had our conflicts, disappointments and frustration. But ultimately, 
we took away memories, gained a little something - determination, 
perseverance - and opened our hearts to greater issues. We learnt 
about ourselves, and overall, I would say that all of us are proud to 
be part of Team Demazong and embracing our project’s slogan One 
Change at a Time.
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We Care for the 
Future, Too
Join us at the third NIE Director’s Race around the picturesque campus of Nanyang 
Technological University on 22 August 2008 evening while benefiting the Singapore 
Children’s Society!

Make a difference today to those in need by registering or donating at 

www.DirectorRace.nie.edu.sg!

The seventh Caring Teacher 
Awards will be jointly organised 
by NIE and ExxonMobil Asia 

Pacific Pte. Ltd., with support from the 
Ministry of Education.

Nominations were invited from the 
public in April 2008. The awards, 
inaugurated in 1996, are aimed at 
acknowledging and rewarding school 
teachers who exemplify the values of 
caring, sharing and concern for the 
academic, moral, social, emotional and 
mental welfare of their students.

While effective teaching leading to 
excellent examination results will be 
considered, the emphasis of the awards 
is on the humanitarian qualities of the 
teaching profession.

The criteria for nominees were:

Be full-time teachers in a primary •	
school, secondary school or a 
junior college/centralised institute 
in Singapore;

Have at least three years teaching•	  
experience in Singapore; and

Demonstrate exemplary character,•	  
initiative, integrity, altruism and a 
proven record of service to their 
schools and students.

An award ceremony will be held on 5 
September 2008 to recognise the caring 
attributes of one primary school, one 
secondary school and one junior college/
centralised institute teacher. These 
awards will be used for the teachers’ 
personal and professional development.




