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Dearest freshmen, welcome to NIE

- the hidden gem yet to be explored

by you. The-not-so-fresh, welcome

back to a new semester!

   In all seriousness, we went a little

wider with this issue, and that exposure has generated

a lot of personal response from me - have I made

full use of my time in NIE? In equal parts negative

and positive - maybe I do, allow me to have 10 seconds

of your time now, think and ask yourself...

   As you feast through the pages of this newsletter,

not only will you be pregnant with ideas and activities

to engage yourself in this new semester, you will also

learn how to survive practicum and life as a teacher.

   Where do we go from there? More of the same,

on one hand: articles on student teachers that you

might already be familiar with (Aisha Farhana, Mohamed

Faeez), fresh graduates who will inspire you (Hoirull,

Daryl and Renee), and our regular crowd-pleasing

columns (Teachers - Investiture Ceremony, workshops

and overseas trips - ASEAN flies to Philippines), that

continue to impress and baffle me in equal measure.

   Finally, for those eager readers looking for even

more on Clubbing@NIE, be sure to be on your toes

because clubbing never stop.
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Yours Truly,
Nur’Lelah Asfee

TTC Publications Officer
Editor-in-Chief of NIE Voices 2008

Director’s Message
Dear Student Teachers

Welcome to the Heart of Education and to a semester of new hope and challenges.

While you pursue a rigorous academic program which will give you the skills and
knowledge for teaching, take time out to enjoy our lovely campus, make friends and serve
the community. It is through the connection with your peers and the community that you
will create for yourselves a more holistic experience and hence nurture yourselves as effective
teachers, leaders in the service of learners.

To facilitate camaraderie and the building of a strong teaching fraternity, NIE has built a student hub on campus,
fondly called U.iD (or Unity in Diversity) by students on campus. Use it for chit chat, discussing group assignments
or just coming together for a cup of coffee, a meal or to relax.

Your life at NIE will be more meaningful if you fully participate in student activities. There are 16 student clubs
on campus catering to different interest groups and programmes, and more clubs are seeding. Clubs aim to connect
student teachers and to make life on campus more fulfilling and vibrant. Join club activities--they will broaden your
worldview and nurture your talents. Take part in student development programmes tooósuch as The Meranti Project,
the NIE Resiliency Challenge, Explorations in Ethnicity, study trips to overseas educational institutions, education and
youth conferences and upcoming international service-learning projects. All these activities will help you grow personally
and professionally.

I wish you a happy and fulfilling semester ahead.

Yours truly,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

Editor’s Commentary



3

Gaming Club Jeux

David Teo
Chairperson, Club Jeux

During the launch at NIE Student Hub (U.iD)

Launch of Club Jeux 21-24 January 2008
In 2007, a group of students drawn by the potential of board 
games in classroom teaching got together. Driven by the belief 
in this alternative mode of instruction, they planned to set 
up something in the hope of spreading this belief, as well                                                                       
as allow student teachers and staff alike to tap upon this 
emerging area of education.

On 21 January 2008, a club was launched to achieve that  
goal, and it was named Club Jeux.

Free Gaming
We expose the community to the idea and culture of gaming 
and in the midst of this exposure, we explain how gaming can 
be used in the classroom. To facilitate this, we had free gaming 
sessions throughout the four days for people to walk in and 
try the games available. 

Monopoly challenge 23-24 January 2008
In this debut competition, we had intensive gaming 
throughout the two days. During the preliminary round, 
participants played three rounds each, pitting their skills 
against different opponents each round. After each game, 
points were awarded to the players as determined by their 
game position via assets. These points were then accumulated 
and the top four scorers moved to the finals.

After an intensive battle, Alvin from NTU emerged as the 
overall champion. 

Contact us!
Membership registration is open all year round. For more 
information, write to us at clubjeux@gmail.com or simply visit 
us at our homepage: http://clubjeaux.co.nr/

Players tried to outwit, outplay and outlast their opponents through 
scheming, negotiating and strategizing. 
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Barkathnisha Begum Binte Abdul Razzak
Honorary General Secretary, ASEAN Club

17th May 2008 proved to be a landmark date in the history of NIE 
with the inauguration of The 1st Annual ASEAN Educational 
Forum(1stAAEF’08). Organized by the ASEAN Club, this forum 

sought to create a platform between ASEAN and the youths with 
its aptly entitled theme, “The Roles of Youths in ASEAN”. H.E Mr 
Ong Keng Yong, the former Secretary General of ASEAN graced the 
event as the Guest-Of-Honor and the chief panelist for the forum. 
True to the event’s motto of “Be Ready to Speak Up”, participants 
were actively engaged with the distinguished panelists in the forum.  
In later segments of the event, the audience was entertained with a 
sharing session by essay winners, interactive talks and performances 
by NIE talents. The 1stAAEF’08 was a great success and, its 
organizers, the ASEAN Club will strive to bring such events to the 
NIE Community. So stay tuned!

For more info on upcoming events, please visit us at 
nieaseanclub.multiply.com.

The 1stAAEF’08 Committee headed by ASEAN Club (Photography by Mr William Oh)

1st Annual ASEAN 
Educational Forum
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Aisha Farhana
Chairperson, ASEAN Club

The Singapore Institute of International Affairs (SIIA) co-
organized a live radio show with Campus on 938LIVE on 
January 25 2008, titled “What Does ASEAN Mean to You?” 

Supported by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
Mr. Hawazi Daipi, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry 

of Manpower as Mr. Collin Tseng-Liu, SIIA Council Member 
& Professional from the Financial Services Industry; Prof. Goh 
Kim Chuan the Associate Dean, Student Development & Liaison 
at NIE were part of the distinguished panel of which I, Aisha 
Farhana was very honoured to be a part of.

We went on air with 938LIVE host Daniel Martin 
stylistically introducing the first episode for their campus 
show for the year 2008! 

Mr. Hawazi Daipi started off by passionately clarifying 
that “I am not a youth but I am still young” which is a perfect 
statement that speaks of his cheerful disposition and very 
encouraging nature. 

What does ASEAN mean to you?

With the student audience 
presenting their perspectives 
and comments associated 
with speeding up the ASEAN 
integration process by 2015 and 
how major factors like economic 
and social disparities amongst 
the region may clog progress and 
prosperity, the LIVE show had an 
air of fortitude exuded by the student audience. 

One Vision, One Identity, One Community being the ASEAN 
motto will then be a key motivation in bringing more youths into 
the ASEAN scene in the economic, social, educational arena in 
the region. Are we going to have an elitist group of young people 
enjoy the opportunities ASEAN has and will continue creating 
for all of us? How ready are we to embark on a journey to bring 
ASEAN to the grassroots? 

What does ASEAN really mean to you?



Nilasari Binte Mohamed Soffe
Chairperson, BSc Club

NIE BSc Science Fair ‘08
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The inaugural NIE BSc Science 
Fair was held on 7th June 2008 at 
Singapore Science Centre. It was a 

science competition where upper primary 
students get to showcase their innovations 
entailing the theme ‘Saving the Earth’. 
The theme was chosen due to the constant 
reiteration of global warming and also to 
create awareness among the students on 
the importance of saving the Earth. 

Since only recyclable materials may be 
used for the project, it became the main 
challenge for the students.  Seven schools 
namely; West View Primary, St Anthony’s 
Canossian Primary, Henry Park Primary, 
Yangzheng Primary, Tampines Primary, 

Teck Ghee Primary and Maris Stella High 
School, compete for the grand prize of 
$800 cash and a trophy.

The competition was graced by 
Professor Leo Tan, and judged by 4 NSSE 
Lecturers, Dr Kwek Leong Chuan, Dr 
Peter Lee, Dr Teo Yong Chua and Mr 
Timothy Tan.  

Judging criteria were based on the 
application of scientific knowledge, 
rationale of project, creativity and 
presentation. After much deliberation, 
the judges picked West View Primary as 
the champion based on their inspiring 
project on Chek Jawa.  A board game 
was created which displayed ways and 

methods on how saving the earth may be 
done entirely out of recycled materials.  
St Anthony’s Canossian Primary was the 
1st runner up for their amazing milk to 
plastic project and Henry Park received 
the 2nd runner up title for their stool 
made entirely out of paper.  

Overall, the event was a success and 
the regarded as the event of the year for 
BSC. We look forward to a bigger event 
next year!



7

Teaching –A learning profession
Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director of the National Institute of Education, 
reminded graduands of the importance of setting standards and 
advancing the teaching profession.

A total of 1,670 newly-trained teachers were awarded 
diplomas, degrees and postgraduate diplomas over three 
investiture ceremonies from 8th to 10th July 2008. 

In the first ceremony, 504 graduands received their Bachelor 
of Arts (Education), Bachelor of Science (Education) and 
Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Primary). The second 
ceremony saw 520 graduands from the Diploma in Education 
programmes while the final ceremony concluded with 646 
graduands accepting the Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary), PGDE (Physical Education) (Secondary) and the 
Diploma in Physical Education (Primary).

In addition, three young teachers are presented with the 
Outstanding Youth in Education Award (OYEA). They are Mr 
Quek Swee Nee of Bukit View Primary, Mr Luke Melvin Cher 
Teck Yiang of Mayflower Primary and Miss Chua Hwee Pheng of 
Pasir Ris Crest Secondary School. OYEA is introduced in 1999 by 
the National Youth Council together with the Teachers Network 
of the Ministry of Education to recognise the achievements of 
young educators for their commitment to developing youths 
beyond formal education curriculum. 

This year’s investiture ceremonies also witnessed the 
institution of a new award, the Dr Shila Fernandez Prize. This 
prize is given to the overall best student teacher in the Diploma in 
Education (General, Primary) programme who has also obtained 
good grades in Language Enhancement and Academic Discourse 
Skills. The Dr. Shila Fernandez Prize conferred for the first time, 
is made possible by a generous donation from Mr Ivan Fernandez 
in memory of his late wife. Dr. Shila, who was with the English 
Language and Literature academic group, passed on in June 
2006 after battling with cancer. Her great passion for learning is 
instituted in this award to inspire student teachers to never cease 
learning and to uphold the high standards of teaching. 

This spirit of learning exhibited by the late Dr. Shila as well 
as the achievements of the deserving recipients of OYEA served 
as fine examples to graduands that learning does not stop at 

NIE. Professor Lee Sing 
Kong, Director of NIE, 
reminded graduands 
of the importance of 
keeping a vested interest 
in the latest trends and 
practices in the field of 
education throughout their 
professional lives by means of formal certification courses, or 
through continuous exposure to the latest thinking and practices. 
Prof. Lee reiterated that graduands should continue to participate 
in professional development courses, local and international 
conferences, and conduct sharing sessions amongst peers. 
This would in turn, enable graduands to keep abreast with the 
latest teaching developments and in turn, deliver the latest best 
practices into the classrooms to engage pupils in learning.

In closing, Prof. Lee thanked the graduands for making the 
choice to teach. He said: “You are the heart of our education 
system. The demands on you will be great and sometimes even 
overwhelming. But as an educator myself, bearing more than 
a few battle scars, I can say with certainty and conviction, that 
it is an immensely satisfying and fulfilling career – a choice 
worth making.”

To recognise and reward teachers for their hard work, the Ministry of Education 
has designed several initiatives to encourage teachers to continually develop 
themselves in the teaching field as well as to provide a conducive and 

nurturing environment where teachers can strive to give their best to students.  
In his closing remarks, he said: “As teachers, the small things you do, 

which you may not even be aware of, can mean all the world to a student who is on 
the cusp of a life-changing moment.”

Teaching – A Choice Career
Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence, shared with 
graduands on the range of schemes rolled out to support a career in teaching.
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1. What’s the difference between a teacher and a student?
Kimberly Chow (KC): One of them tends to be much older than the other. But both 
can’t wait for the final bell to ring so that they can go home.
Md Irwan (MI): The difference between a teacher and a student in this day and age 
is very much a grey area. Gone were days when teachers merely teach while the 
students simply studied. Both teachers and students have to be life-long learners. If 
any, I think the only difference lies in the role of the teacher who unveils a pedagogy 
of hope that will empower his students to define the world in their own words with 
courage, confidence and character.   
Leow Wen Pin (WP): From one perspective, there is no difference, for a teacher should 
never cease being a student.

2. If you didn’t pursue teaching, what would you be doing?
KC: I am not too sure - maybe a lawyer, a journalist or even a world-famous actress. 
MI: I would probably be a writer. Currently, I am the head of publications in a Malay 
literary organization called Angkatan Sasterawan ’50 (ASAS ’50). Thus, writing in the 
creative and critical genre is something that I see as a complement for my professional 
and personal development. Ironically, my teachers were the ones who taught me that 
writing is not just an exercise of the imagination; it is a duty of the mind.
WP: Another career in the Public Service would be equally fulfilling, probably with 
MCYS (Ministry of Community, Youth and Sports).

3. What do you think of a teacher’s role in our present society?
KC: I think teachers are quite under-rated. We have a thankless job - we get weird 
looks when we tell people we meet that we are teachers. It’s not as glamourous as 
say, being a doctor or a lawyer. But people forget that all these professionals had to 
be taught by a teacher to get to where they are.
MI: I think a teacher’s role is more critical in this present society. With the ubiquity 
and proliferation of knowledge, teachers are responsible for filtering distorted ideas 
and twisted ideologies. Herein lies the role of teachers as values, moral and civic 
educators. If a teacher gives up his responsibility for his students, he must not then be 
baffled when his students decide to give up their responsibility for society in future.  
WP: It is to help the next generation grow into better people than we are.

4. Are you ever intimidated by the performance level that is 
expected of you?
KC: To a certain extent, yes. Part of it comes as a form of motivation to work hard but 
sometimes I do feel a bit of pressure. 
MI: Not intimidated but challenged. By taking every task as a challenge, I 
think I am able to psyche and motivate myself even more to meet that expected 
level of performance.  
WP: No.  If anything, I am most intimidated by my expectations of myself.

5. What’s the most critical thing in your life and work?
KC: Fun - I need to enjoy what I am doing. There’s no point being miserable
MI: If the most critical equates to the most important, I would have to say the ability 
to stay humble yet hungry in the pursuit of excellence, be it work, school or even life 
in general.
WP: Service to people around us – especially to those forgotten, hidden and cast by 
the wayside.

Snapshots of 2008 Valedictorians 
3 Valedictorians let in on their thoughts and feelings on teaching.

Kimberly graduated with First Class 

Honours in the Bachelor of Arts 

(Education) programme. She is a proud 

recipient of the Lee Kuan Gold Medal, 

The NIE Award as well as the SPC 
Book Prize. 

Kimberly Chow Mun Wai

Md Irwan graduated with a distinction in the Diploma in Education programme. He is awarded the Rotary International 75th Anniversary Gold Medal and the Singapore Malay Teachers’ Union Book Prize.

Muhammad Irwan Bin Jamal

Wen Pin graduated with a distinction in 
the Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Secondary) programme. He received the 
Rotary International 75th Anniversary 

Gold Medal and the Singapore Teachers’ 
Union Book Prize. 

Leow Wen Pin



Drawing from your interest 
in the environment, please 
illustrate with one/two 
examples how you connect 
concepts with real-life 
examples in your classroom.

1.

Why do you have this belief 
that “sports should be for 
every student as it builds and 
develops character”?

1.

Sports is a really one of the best avenue 
to inculcate discipline and values such 
as perseverance and team work. Pupils 
also gain self confidence and improve 
self esteem when they are successful. 
I also believe that sports can improve 
the total well-being, identify talent and 
builds character.

Pupils will be able to relate to events that 
are closer to them. Hopefully some of 
these famous athletes can inspire some 
of my pupils to pursue a career in Sports. 
Olympism can also promote values, 
discipline, healthy eating and guide one to 
live a more fulfilling life experiences.

2.

3.

Why have you used world 
sporting events to raise 
pupils’ interest and 
awareness in sports? 

Any other remarks that 
you’d like to share with 
NIE VOICES?

I wish to share my story with more aspiring 
teachers, especially PE teachers, so that 
they can in turn touch more lives. I hope to 
organise activities and sharing session or 
create a platform for beginning teachers to 
share their problems encountered to guide 
them through their teaching journey. 
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Close-Ups with OYEA 
Winners 2008 
NIE Voices celebrates the achievements of the recipients of the Outstanding Youth in 
Education Award by going up close and personal

In your opinion, why is 
it important to build and 
develop pupils’ self esteem?

1.

I believe a person’s self-esteem is one 
of the cornerstones of a person’s life. It 
influences the decisions you make, how 
you relate to others and what you think 
you are capable of. Having a low self 
esteem keeps a person from achieving 
what he or she is capable of doing. It 
would be a real waste of talent. 

Well, I was fortunate to get lots of support 
from my colleagues and school leaders. I 
think the greatest challenge was really to 
learn during each process and refine the 
programme and make it more relevant 
to the pupils and more effective. Also, I 
got the pupils to write journal reflections 
after each lesson. However, they had a 
lot of problems expressing themselves 
in writing and I eventually moved on to 
recording their reflections instead.

2.

3.

Challenges/Obstacles 
you’ve faced?

Any other remarks that 
you’d like to share with 
NIE VOICES?

Well, believe in yourself as educators and 
hold on to the dreams, ideals and passion 
you have. Somewhere in the near future, 
you will find that opportunity to make 
them a reality. 

I was teaching about food to my 
geography students. I got my pupils to 
look at pictures without saying another 
word. I went on to supplement the lesson 
with facts about the problem of starvation 
and famine in the world. I got the class 
to discuss the issues of starvation using 
articles collected from the newspapers. 
When I started on the lesson proper, my 
students sits upright, eager to learn about 
how they can help play an important role 
through the academic subject Geography. 

I placed a lot of emphasis on the teaching 
and imparting of values. I share with 
my pupils my perspectives in life. We 
have a very open culture of sharing 
(it might be attributed to the “agree to 
disagree” rule that we have). I strongly 
believe that when we can get our pupils 
to learn to love themselves. Respect 
themselves and peers (including others 
less fortunate in the world too). They will 
be motivated and driven to want to do 
well. By connecting lessons to the real 
world, I see myself bridging that void, 
that is, to let students see the purpose and 
relevance of the subject.  

2.

3.

How do these connections 
contribute to building a holistic 
development in your students?

Any other remarks that 
you’d like to share with 
NIE VOICES?

Life is about making choices. We may 
not have control over what is happening 
around us. But we have control over how 
we can react to it. Always stay positive. At 
the end of the day, as teacher and educator, 
know that you are answerable to your 
conscious. Do your best for every child 
because you have the power to make or 
break their future. Trust that every child 
has the potential to excel in his own way. 
If the child is being difficult now, probably 
it is only because his strength is yet to be 
discovered. Good luck!

Mr Luke Melvin Cher Teck Yiang

Mayflower Primary School
Subject Head Art/Aesthetics

29, Married with a 3 month old son

Mr Quek Swee Nee

Bukit View Primary School
Head of Department for PE/CCA and 

Aesthetics, 28, Single

Ms Chua Hwee Pheng

Pasir Ris Crest Secondary
Acting Subject Head for Social Studies

28, Single



Yan Peiyun, Pacific Andes Gold Medal
Mother Teresa. She was a woman of great strength and one who 
believed in caring for the sick and the disabled. Her enduring faith 
and passion in sharing her help and love gained my utmost respect.

Ameerah Sharainee Zain, The Singapore Institute of Biology 
Book Prize
I would say if given the opportunity, I will love to meet my biology 
teacher back in my JC, Ms Ng. She’s still there though. Not only did 
she inspire my love for biology, she was the person who influenced 
me to teach.

Khadijah Ab Samat, Rotary International 75th 
Anniversary Gold Medal

Frankly, I have no idea. But it would be great if I could meet and 
catch up with some of my teachers from primary school.

8th July Winners

9th July Winners

10th July Winners

Sng Yihui, Beng Kim Holdings Book Prize
It would be M. Mentor Lee. He is a mentor and a teacher to many. 
He raised up/nurtured/guided/taught many good leaders and is a 
good exemplary for his citizens to follow.  

Mohamad Afiq, Yu She Yuen Gold Medal
Either Quentin Tarantino (yes that inteligent off-beat director) or/
and our minister mentor Mr Lee Kuan Yew.

Teng Yan Ling, The Dr. Shila Fernandez Prize
I would definitely wish to meet Dr. Shila Fernandez.   

Jamie Ong Pei Fen, History Association of Singapore 
Book Prize
Joseph Stalin. I want to know how he managed to establish his cult 
of personality so successfully and remain a legacy till now (negative 
or postively!) :)

Chua Tung Kian, Singapore Association for the Advancement 
of Science Prize
I feel that the one teacher who had the greatest influence on my 
life was not some proclaimed scholar from the past, but Dr Tan Aik 
Ling, my previous Secondary School Biology teacher. By the way, 
she’s now lecturing in NIE, and happened to be a lecturer for one of 
my modules taken during the PGDE course!

Goh Liangzhou, Singapore Chinese Teachers’ Union Book Prize
Mr Hor Chong Liang. He was my closest Chinese teacher. He died 
of cancer in 2004.
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If you could meet any teacher 
who ever lived, who would it be?

A tribute to the teachers of these student teachers

n Award by going up close a

Haliah Kwan
Bachelor of Arts (Ed), Year 4
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A Natural Entertainer
Sincerity and responsibility shone through the 

carefree façade of the late Mohammad Rohaizam  

Fellow student teacher Mohammad Rohaizam Bin Tumadi 
received the Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Physical 
Education) award posthumously during the Teachers 

Investiture Ceremony on 10th July 2008. Affectionately known 
as ‘Zam’, he passed away on 15th May 2007 from an accident in 
Mount Ophir in Johor, Malaysia. 

According to a close friend Mohamed Sayadi Bin Mohamed 
Nor, Zam was a natural entertainer. To Zam, track and field was 
a matter of form than performance. The late Zam could pose 
perfectly for hurdles though clearing three hurdles at one go was 
no mean feat for this ‘horizontally-challenged’ PE trainee. 

Zam also captured the flair of a young Pele with the speed 
of an aging Maradona during football drills. In fact, Zam was 
best noted for celebrating his goals like Thierry Henry. But 
what tickled the hearts of most of his peers, was Zam’s running 
commentaries heavily accented in Spanish.

In between and at times during lessons, Zam was full of 
‘nonsense’. Sayadi remembered the times when they both 
attempted to read their Exercise Physiology text in the library. 
Those moments never fail to end up in an afternoon siesta. 
However, in times of crunch - someone needing help or where 
there was work to be done, Zam managed to accomplish them 
all. In short, his sense of responsibility and sincerity always 
shone through a carefree façade. 

As Sayadi put in words, “Life is so wonderful, so perfect yet 
so flawed; so beautiful yet so uncouth, so smooth yet at times 
rough. Lord, life is a wonderful thing.” 

Rohaizam’s departure was indelibly marked by his peers 
and those around him. 

Mohamed Sayadi Bin Mohamed Nor

Mr Tumadi, Zam’s father, receiving Zam’s 

post-graduate diploma on 10 July 2008
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Vilma D’Rozario
Foundation Programmes Office

A Fighter in Times of Adversity
Acknowledging the late Tay Xin Yu for her fighting spirit

The late Tay Xin Yu was admitted into the 
Diploma in Education Program in July 2005. 
In 2006, she was diagnosed with Lymphoma. 

Despite numerous medical efforts to help her fight 
the disease, she lost the battle with the illness and 
passed away on 28 April. On 9 July 2008, Xin Yu was 
awarded the Diploma in Education posthumously at 
the Teachers Investiture Ceremony in recognition of 
her good academic standing during the first year of 
her program at NIE and to acknowledge her positive 
attributes of courage and perseverance in the face of 
extreme adversity.

Xin Yu was a warm, bright, caring and cheerful 
student teacher, very eager to complete her Diploma 
program and become a great teacher. She longed to 
recover her health completely so that she could teach. 
Teaching was her dream career. During her illness, Xin Yu 
continued to be hopeful that she would one day return 
to NIE to complete her Diploma. She shared her dreams 
of teaching and returning to school with her loved ones, 
friends and staff of NIE. Throughout her illness, no 
matter how ill she was, she would re-assure us that she 
was fine and that we should not worry.

Xin Yu possessed several desired qualities of a good 
teacher one of which was a toughness in spirit. She had 
a “never say die” attitude. She reassured us often that 
she was a fighter and would fight hard to get well. She 

was humble and always grateful.  In March this year, in 
one of her last SMS-es to me, she said, “No words can 
express my deepest gratitude and thanks for all the love 
and care and help that school (NIE) has done. I have 
deep faith that I will get well and be back in school to 
share my journey with all. God bless.  Many hugs”.

In support of Xin Yu’s tough spirit, courage, 
perseverance and thoughtfulness, NIE mounted a 
fund-raising drive, which also reached out to the 
wider NTU community in September 2007 to help 
Xin Yu and her family with medical treatment 
expenses. In March this year, NIE launched a bone 
marrow donation drive for Xin Yu when we became 

aware that she needed to have a bone marrow transplant 
and that a donor match had not been found in Singapore.

We will all miss Xin Yu’s bright eyes, beautiful smile 
and bubbly self very much.  But she leaves with all of us 
her fighting spirit and positive disposition which we can 
hold on to as we too persevere through adversity and 
choose to look upon the beauty of life.

Thank you, Xin Yu.

Xin Yu’s father receiving her 

diploma at the TIC on 9 July 2008
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Nur Fa’izah Binte Matnoor, Nur’Lelah Asfee &
 Hafidzoh Sirri Sajani

Trainee Teachers’ Club

1. What are 
the challenges 
you faced during 
Practicum?

Daryl: School’s culture, the 
numerous lesson plans as well 
as the variety of pupils to handle. 
The pressure to perform during 
observations by supervisors and 
cooperating teachers (CTs) were some of 
the challenging moments too.

Hoirull: It is those unexpected challenges (e.g. IT 
malfunction, students’ varied capabilities) that keeps me 
constantly in check and on my toes during Practicum.

2. How do you cope with it 
those challenges?

Daryl: I made sure that I foster and develop good relationship 
with everyone in school. As a result, there was a lot of support 
and guidance by them. Lastly, I made sure that I took time off 
to recharge myself spiritually, renewing my strength from God. 
That really kept me going on strong.

Hoirull: I shared materials and latest teaching techniques 
with another fellow trainees and CTs for their feedback and 
assistance. To have a listening ear and receiving helpful tips in 
times of need really helps!

3. Do you think Practicum 
helps to prepare you to be a full 
fledged teacher?

Daryl: Yes, definitely! Practicum is almost similar to a realistic 
situation of a full fledged teacher. Although there were still 
many more roles and responsibilities to be played that a 
trainee teacher was excused, it provided me with a mental and 
emotional preparation of what is to come. 

Hoirull: Partially. But it does not prepare one in facing non-
teaching administration matters of a full fledged teacher. This 
is where one’s active volunteerism and contribution to the 
community helps. Nonetheless, practicum is a good catalyzer 
in jumpstarting one’s teaching career.

4. What is the 
secret to getting 
a Distinction for 
Practicum?

Daryl: There is no secret formula 
to a Distinction for practicum 

- all one need is to believe in 
yourself, have confidence in what 

you do as a teacher. However, there 
are certain values that I feel one should 

strongly uphold - Integrity, Self Discipline, 
Righteousness, Humility, Committed and 

Teachability. Lastly, have a heart that genuinely wants 
to see the young lives being transformed by sowing seeds and 
adding value into their lives.

Hoirull: Cater your lessons 
according to your students’ 
needs. Simplistic yet effective 
lessons go a long way in 
ensuring their understanding 
and benefiting them. Keep it 
simple, it’s how you execute 
it and sustaining students’ 
interests that’s most important. 
Exercise regularly to stay alert, 
physically fit and de-stress. 
Every willing-to-go trainee 
teacher deserves a distinction. It 
is those who pave journeys for 
students with a pencil and paper 
that earns it.

5. Final words of wisdom for our 
fellow comrades who is on practicum...

Daryl: “Who you are when no one is looking” will determine 
how and what you produce as a result. Do not focus on the 
product (result) of the practicum but on the process (learning 
journeys). Stay Cheerful guys!

Hoirull: Be sincere and teach with your heart. Make your 
students believe in themselves!
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It was an enriching and enjoyable 
experience for the student teachers 
gathered for the Teaching Practicum 

Forum 2008 on the 4th of February at the 
Auditorium in the Student Hub.

Organised by the Bachelor of Arts 
(BA) Club, the annual Teaching Practicum 
Forum aims to help student teachers 
prepare for their upcoming practicum by 
giving them pointers, as well as clarifying 
their doubts about it.

The sharing session was informal and 
light-hearted, as the speakers - Professor 
Angela Wong, Dr Shanti Divaharan, and 
three student teachers, Miss Beverly Low, 
Mr Peerapun Chutatape, and Mr Goh 

Teaching Practicum Forum

Sheow En, shared their experiences, and 
provided many useful tips on classroom 
management, the ‘art’ of fostering 
good relationships with colleagues and 
students, and even gave some teaching 
pointers to the participants.

The participants found the Forum to 
be informative, useful, and well organised. 
So on behalf of the rest of my committee, 
I’ll like to thank all the speakers and 
participants for sharing your experiences 
with us, and we wish you all the best for 
your Practicum. 

Melvyn Chung
Head, Teaching Practicum Forum 2008

speakers and participants exchanged 

numerous intriguing and humorous stories
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For a week, I was exposed to the 
different cultures of 6 other nations 
as well as exchanging knowledge 

and ideas based on the forum topics. The 
9th Hitachi Young Leaders Initiative was 
organized by Hitachi Asia Pte. Ltd and 
was held in Jakarta from the 7th of July to 
the 11th of July.

Twenty eight delegates were divided 
into 4 groups had to discuss and come up 
with a white paper for two different sub 
themes. One was East Asian Economic 
Integration and the other was Energy 
Management and Environmental 
Sustainability under a main theme which 
was Strengthening Asian Partnerships. 

Muhammad Faeez
3rd Year, BSc (Education)

kids from SOS Children’s Village to educate 
them on water cleanliness. The experience 
with the kids taught us a lot about counting 
ourselves very much privileged.

Overall, it was a rich and eventful 
experience, getting to know people 
from the 6 different countries (Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Thailand, Japan, Philippines 
and Vietnam) as well as meeting and 
discussing with leaders, academicians 
and corporate leaders from the various 
countries. I was very lucky to be able to 
participate in this initiative and I believe 
I have learnt a lot more and made new 
friendships from which I was always 
treasure. This one week has certainly been 
one of the best experiences in my life. 

Coming up with the white paper was not 
easy however, after 3 days of much lively 
discussion due to different opinions, the 
groups managed to come to a consensus 
in creating the white paper from scratch. 
Besides coming up with the white paper, 
each group also had to present their ideas 
(recommendations with regard to the 
issues above) to the media from the region.

But that was not all; we also had to do 
community work, where we worked with 

Hitachi Programme :
The 9th Hitachi Young Leaders Initiative

Community Work with SOS 
Children’s Village Cibubur

Lively discussion with 
other delegates

Friends from the six nations.
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Aisha Farhana 
3rd Year, BA (Education) 

In 2002, Mr Goh Chok Tong proposed 
to then Vice-President Hu Jintao of 
China that a Sino-Singapore Student 

Exchange Program be started. 
This prestigious program is in its 5th 

year involving 50 students from the NTU, 
NUS and the SMU who hosted student 
delegates from China in March ’08. The 
Singaporean delegation was in China from 
the 12th to 26th May 2008, to exchange 
valuable insights on the education system, 
heritage and culture in Beijing, Shandong 
and Shanghai.

Interesting insights, amazing 
friendships and networks, exciting 
university tours and lectures, mind-
blowing food and culture and most 
importantly, the many interesting 

exchanges of opinions and thoughts that 
take place between the undergraduates 
that offer new perspectives on educational 
opportunities in Singapore and China are 
the very things that made the 5th Sino-
Singapore Student Exchange Program a 
priceless learning experience.

This trip was also special as we 
experienced the nation’s grievances at 
the loss of many lives to the Sichuan 
earthquake. May we take a moment 
to pray for the victims of the Sichuan 
earthquake in rebuilding their lives and 
homes and for those who have lost their 
families and loved ones.

5th Sino-Singapore Undergraduate 
Exchange Program:

An Overseas Educational Opportunity

NTU delegates at Peking University Renmin University Shanghai  Jia Tong University model
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Christopher Ng
Year 2, BSc (Education), ASEAN Club

ASEAN Club Flies 
to Philippines 

On 2nd June 2008, Team Affinity, 
which consisted of 15 members 
from the ASEAN club, embarked 

on a learning journey to Bacolod 
City, Philippines. The ASEAN Club 
collaborated with the Student Council 
from the University of Saint La Salle 
(USLS) for a cultural, educational and 
service-learning program.

Even though it was a short one-week 
trip, NIE delegates have accomplished 
much during this time. During their 
stay, the student teachers conducted an 
art workshop for an elementary school, 
Barangay Villamonte.

In addition, student teachers from 
5 other colleges such as the Philippines 
National University, attended “Future 
Educators’ Congress” to share on issues 
such as teaching practices and culture of 
their schools.

Furthermore, ASEAN Club also 
collaborated with Gawad Kalinga, an 
organization whose aim is to solve the 
poverty issue in the Philippines. Team 
Affinity contributed to this worthy cause 
by helping in the construction of houses 
for the poor.

Lastly, there was an exchange of 
the culture of the two countries. Both 
sides put up a fashion show, film and 
dance display. In addition, there was an 
exchange of local cuisines. Friendships 
were created and ties were established 
which definitely bodes well for the future 
of the ASEAN club.

Team Affinity at Gawad Kalinga

Boys showing off their mask
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Chocolates - a popular comfort food that will never fail 
to give intense pleasure to its consumer. Organized by 
NIE’s Family & Consumer Science (FCS) Club and set 

on Valentine’s Day, “From Me to You” Chocolate Workshop 
ensured that 20 love-struck mortals will receive delicious 
chocolate products made specially by their loved ones. 

All vacancies were snapped up within an hour of the 
registration. As it was a Valentine’s Day event, the FCS 
members filled the unromantic looking food laboratory with 
pink balloons, love-shape cutouts and glittering streamers. 

On the event day, participants worked in pairs, and given 
guidance by student teachers from the Diploma in Home 
Economics Education course. 

The simpler of two recipes were Nutty Chocolate, was 
packed in heart-dotted boxes. Chocolate Chip Cookies 
baked with crisp, melt-in-your-mouth texture, was filled 
with chocolate chips. Each bite of the cookie evoked sweet 
explosion of buttery and chocolatey taste in one’s mouth. 
Echoing the views of all the participants, Farhanah, a 
Geography major student, said she would like to see such 
workshops taking place more often. 

Love has many languages. It is perhaps best 
communicated through luscious chocolate desserts made 
specially “From Me to You”.

FCS Chocolate Workshop

Derek Lim
3rd Year, BSc (Education), Family and Consumer Sciences
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Mohammad Moiz Bin Malik
2nd Year, Diploma in PE, Service Learning Club

Six teachers from Anusarnsunthorn 
School for the Deaf visited 
Singapore from 7th – 17th April 

2008 for a study tour in special education 
and vocational training for the deaf. NIE 
Project HUH members from Service 
Learning Club and members of the 
Jurong Town Rotary Club hosted the 
teachers’ stay and program in Singapore. 
The teachers visited Schools like Boon 
Lay Primary School, Rivervale Primary, 
Ngee Ann Polytechnic, Nanyang 
Technological University and Bukit 
Batok PCF Kindergarten. They also 
visited several organizations such as 
Singapore Association for the Deaf 

Thai Delegates Visit

Grand Welcome Speech
Standing here as I did for my valedictory speech a year ago, it 

feels like I just graduated yesterday. It’s been a whole year but 
Director, please, take me back! I had the time of my life at NIE 

and I’m honoured to be asked to share it with you.
 Allow me to re-introduce myself. You have my name, Renee, 

and some information about what I did back at NIE but also I want 
you to know that when I graduated last year, I did not want to 
leave. I dare say, I’d be the first to launch an I LOVE NIE campaign 
and I call myself the most reluctant graduate of all. My biggest 
challenge in preparing for today was really how to avoid seeming 
gimmicky or cheesy but hey, you know what, all of what I’m going 
to say comes from my heart. NIE made me who I am today and 
I’m going to tell it like it is. I’m going to repeat how much I love 
NIE again and again knowing full well that many of you will not 
believe me till you get four years down the road and are forced to 
graduate. So now you know why they asked me to speak to you. 

I’m going to leap forward and skip the NIE part for now to talk 
about life as a teacher, post NIE. Some say what you experience 
in the teaching field and what you learn in NIE are two different 
worlds together. I beg to differ. Much of what have experienced and 
learnt at NIE has made a big impact on my first year as a teacher. 
Today I’d like to debunk two myths about this “vast difference” 
claim some make. 

Myth 1: The lessons we learn at NIE on how 
to teach aren’t of much use to our practice. 
Today, my cabinet in the staff room is filled with resources I made 
for my assignments at NIE. After I graduated, I had placed them in 
boxes and forgot about them. One fine day, my supervisor asked to 
see a template of my training lesson plans, so I opened my boxes 
and I spent the next three hours sorting and the next three days 
lugging to school these resources which have saved a lot of lesson 
preparation time. So whatever you make for lessons at NIE, make 
them well and to last so you can use them during practice. 

And then there’s this claim that theory does not translate to 
practice. Not true! Theory gives us the ability to understand what 
happens during practice, even in daily life. Theory gives us ideas 
and rationales for the actions we take. I took cognitive theories we 
memorised in Year 1 and teaching tools we got from Social Studies 
in Year 4 and came up with a successful differentiated English 
lesson. I recalled textbook analysis from a Year 2 module and it 
helps me see what my students’ textbooks are lacking in and what 
I need to do to make up for it. 

And you know, I’d readily give you plenty more examples 
but I think part of the fun is mixing and matching what you know 
and applying them into situations as you go along. So, be theory-
greedy during lessons because you will use them in practice.  

Myth 2: At NIE we learn only to teach 
but we don’t get trained in battling 
paperwork and other non-teaching duties 
we have in school
I’m sure you’ve heard. Teachers today face a multitude of 
activities and tasks. We teach, carry out duties, plan events, take 
charge of clubs, sit for meetings, go for professional development 
courses, discipline, counsel, prepare students for competition and 
the list goes on. My purpose is not to scare you. In fact, I’d like to 
assure you that by the time you leave NIE you could be an expert 
at handling all that.  

NIE lessons already cover the teaching, disciplining, 
counselling. Projects get us used to meetings. And if you club at 
NIE, you’d have no problems handling CCAs, minute writing, 
drafting proposals, writing budgets and networking. And the 
confidence you get from NIE experiences will help even as you 
face new challenges like handling students’ parents, working 
with new colleagues and planning your career path.

But you notice I mentioned clubbing. That’s because lessons 
aren’t the solve-it-all. To master all these skills, be part of clubs, 

(SADeaf), and Singapore Organisation of 
Moral Charities (SOMC). 

The Thai teachers also visited 
NIE campus and was received by the 
Foundation Program Office led by A/P 
Vilma D’Rozario. They were given a 
school tour and briefed on the school 
programmes and teacher development. 
They also met with the new management 
team from Project HUH and Jurong 
Town Rotary Club to discuss on future 
collaborations among the schools and 
organization.



go for seminars and events. NIE has plenty and I’ll show you some of the chances you 
can grab.  

I filled my NIE Experience with basically just grabbing at all the opportunities. 
At NIE you can serve, you get to travel, and for more violent souls like me, you even get to 

fight. And best of all there’s always some camp or concert or project for which you get to play 
dress-up. And if you do all that, besides the skills you pick up, you gain confidence - a quiet, 
strong belief in yourself. 

Half of the team I led on a BSc Overseas Experience fell ill with stomach flu in Indonesia 
and I had to leave two of them in a hospital in Sekayu as we travelled up to Bandung. With 
challenges like that you learn you are strong. And you learn not to give up. 

What else? You gain wonderful friendship. And you begin to realise the world is a treasure 
chest of lessons to learn and share. NIE offers you platforms from which you can fly and 
whether or not you do, is up to you. Life is what you make of it.  

DON’T

With so much to do and look forward to, how will you survive 
at NIE? Here’s some friendly advice. 

20

Renee Yuanna Sulaiman

DO:
Keep organised (due dates, schedules, event dates), have friends you can share 
laughs with and stay on good terms with even that annoying tutorial mate 
(because he could be your HOD one day). Keep in mind, everything you learn 
is of relevance to what’s ahead, no matter how hard it is to see it at that moment. 
Stay interested in your purpose. You chose NIE for a reason, never lose sight of it. 

On the flipside, please don’t keep to yourself. University life can be horrible if you’re 
lonely. Don’t be a prude. If you have to put on a wig, be completely “un-you” just to 
make that project a bit more fun, do it. I did!

Don’t skip class, as tempting as it may seem. And don’t work non-stop. It’s a 
really bad habit. 

So I leave you, reluctantly, with a quote my student introduced to me: “Reach for the 
stars even if you have to stand on a cactus. And always smile.”

No matter how challenging it may get, remember your goals, take charge of your life. 
Keep a positive attitude and train yourself to see problems as challenges.  

And by all means “Carpe diem.” Seize the day. Like I said, life is what you make of 
it. And if there’s a chance to make it meaningful, grab it. I love NIE because the chances 
are everywhere. In every nook and cranny, every billboard, every newsletter, every event, 
every club, every lesson, the possibilities are endless! Keep your eyes open. 

I can’t tell you how lucky you are to become a part of a family I so love at NIE. So keep 
smiling and good luck to all of you.  

And oh, let me say it, just one more time, I love NIE and believe it or not, I guarantee, 
so will you. 
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