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Dear Student Teachers,

Welcome to a semester of new hope and challenges.

Many of you will spend part of this semester out in schools doing your Teaching 
Practicum. Enjoy this to the fullest as it is through this experience on the job that you will 
learn to become effective teachers. Always be pupil-centered as children and youth are the 
reason you are teaching.

While you pursue a rigorous academic program which will give you the skills and knowledge for teaching, take 
time out to enjoy our lovely campus too, make friends and serve the community. It is through the connection with 
your peers and the community that you will create for yourselves a more holistic experience and hence nurture 
yourselves as effective teachers, and leaders in the service of learners.

Your life at NIE will be more meaningful if you fully participate in student activities. There are many student 
clubs on campus catering to different interest groups. Clubs aim to connect student teachers and make life on campus 
more fulfilling and vibrant. Join club activities - they will broaden your world and nurture your talents.

I wish you a happy and fulfilling semester ahead.

Yours truly,
Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director 
National Institute of Education
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Yours truly,
Melissa Ng

TTC Publications Officer
Editor-in-Chief of VOICES 2009

From Michael Phelps breaking a 
world record in swimming, to the 
election of Mr Barack Obama 
as President of the United 

States, 2008 has indeed been an eventful year. 
Likewise in the NIE student community, it has 
been no less happening. Besides the daily routine 
of school, homework, project work, there were 
events like the learning festival, which attracted 
many participants with a love for learning, and 
Starlite, which opened up opportunities to trainee 
teachers with a hidden talent for singing. We 
also had the usual youth expedition projects and 
overseas educational trips that prove education 
has officially gone global. 

Evidence of how games can truly be integrated 
into lesson plans and enhance our teaching can 
be found in the write up of “Creative Grammar 
Teaching”. It reminds us how important creativity 
is needed, to explore the many different avenues 
that can make teaching more effective.

All in all, hope everyone enjoys this issue as 
much as I did. Welcome back to the 2nd semester 
here at NIE and have a good 2009!
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Siti Elfeeza Binte Mohmed Ehsan Ul Haq
Diploma in Education, Year 2

NIE Grand Welcome 2008

NIE Grand Welcome 2008, held at the Nanyang 
Auditorium on August 1st, was a feast for the eyes 
and soul. Packed with inspiring speeches and fantastic 

performances, the event showcased the best of NIE talents and 
culture which kept the audience tuned in till the end. 

The event opened with Professor Lee Sing Kong’s, Director of 
NIE, inspiring and humorous welcoming speech which received 
a warm response from the audience.

Three other speakers who graced the event with their heartfelt 
speeches on the day were the President of the Trainee Teachers’ 
Club (TTC), Miss Kimberly Peh Hui Min, NIE Alumus, Ms 
Renee Yuanna Sulaiman and the Chairperson of Club Jeux, Mr 
David Teo. Kimberly shared her experience on and off campus 
and welcomed the freshmen. Ms Renee gave an inspirational 
speech entitled “I Love NIE” which got the freshmen laughing 
at her witty delivery. David, on the other hand, took a laid-back, 
motivational speech style approach which garnered positive 
response and interaction amongst the audience.

An energetic and passionate dance number by the 
DanceFuzion Club kick started the performances  which was 
followed by a delightful dance about teamwork and unity 
by our guest performers from Xingnan Primary School. Not 
forgetting the Teacher Culture Performance skit-cum-catwalk 
item, performed by members of the Service Learning Club (SLC), 
which got freshmen and lecturers alike laughing at the wit and 
comedy presented by our performers.

The event impressed the special guests, a delegate of students 
from the Philippines. The vibrant culture and spirit of the trainee 
teachers in NIE was an eye opener to them.
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Lauren Joy Yong
Chairperson, Starlite Organizing Committee 2008

BSc Club

STARLITE 2008 

On August 29th 2008, the student hub was transformed into 
a grand stage where NIE student teachers performed and 
let their inner rock/pop stars persona shine forth. The 

competition, held by the Bachelor of Science Club for the second year 
running not only managed to draw contestants from all the different 
courses in NIE, it also brought together staff, family members 
and friends in one evening where students’ creative talents were 
recognized and celebrated. This year’s competition saw 6 soloists 
and 3 groups turn on their charm and sing their hearts out to win the 
votes of the judges and the audience. 

Of this year’s finalists, Mohamad Faizal so moved the 
audience with his heartfelt and emotional rendition of “Blind” by 
Lighthouse that he not only won the title of the “Most Popular” 
performer, but also went on to bag the top prize in the solo category. 
Congratulations also to 1st Runner-Up Nurashikin Kamal who 
wowed the audience with her power-packed rendition of “Fallin” by 
soul diva Alicia Keys and Lim Sheng who impressed the audience 
with his unplugged version of “Brand New Colony” by The Postal 
Service. In the group category, talented couple Shazleen and Irfan 
stole the limelight with their song “Everything I’m Not” by The 
Veronicas. 

On behalf of the organizing committee, I wish to thank all our 
finalists for the many magical moments they have brought us that 
memorable evening. For those of you aspiring Stars who are still 
waiting for your chance to shine, well there’s always Starlite 09. 
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Seah Moi Fong
Foundation Programmes Office

Teachers’ Fiesta 28 
Aug 2008

NIE celebrated Teachers’ Day this year with a Learning 
Festival and Awards Ceremony for the Passion Award 
and NIE Club Award.

Organized for the third time by BA Club, Learning Festival 
III comprised various workshops facilitated by lecturers and 
student teachers.  Classes were cancelled from 10.30 am to 2.30 
pm on 28 Aug to enable the Learning Festival to take place.  A 
total of 330 students and staff took part in 19 workshops.  They 
had a wonderful time learning things like Muffin Making, 
Basic German, Balloon Twisting, Lifesaving, Tchoukball and 
Western Calligraphy.  The 19 workshops proved to be a hit with 
participants and many gave positive feedback of their learning 
journeys.  Even Director NIE, Prof Lee Sing Kong enjoyed his 
short tour of Learning Festival, visiting a few workshops and 
speaking to facilitators and participants.  In his opening address, 
Director also commended Sapiee, ex-Chairman of BA Club and 
Coordinator of Learning Festival, for having done a great job.

After Learning Festival, Director NIE presented 2 awards in 
the afternoon - The Passion Award to 12 teachers and The NIE 
Club Award to 4 winning clubs.  

The Passion Award, introduced in 2005, is given to newly 
graduated student teachers for their dedication, commitment and 
invaluable service to the NIE community during their course of 
study at NIE.  

The teachers who were awarded the 2008 Passion Award are 
as follows:

Passion Award

Annabelle Tay Cai Fang       Audrey Ei Ei Thin
Crystal Quek Hein Luan     Eric Choo Guan Huat
Lim Hong Da       
 Mohamed Nidzam bin Zakariah
Olivia Lum Jia Hui      Radha d/o Samikannu
Rozianah Binte Ibrahim     Sarah Ong Yong Chen
Sherina Koh Shi Ling      Yap Kim Humg   

   

The NIE Club Award is to recognise NIE clubs that have 
contributed significantly to student life on campus on/or 
contributed to NIE in terms of promoting the brand name of NIE, 
and undertaken projects to serve the Institute community.
Three clubs are normally selected for the award every year - 
one Gold, one Silver and one Bronze.  All clubs irrespective 
of whether they are winners will each be given a certificate of 
recognition.  Winning clubs receive a cash award to be used for 
clubs activities in the following academic year.  The cash award is 
valued at $500 for Gold, $300 for Silver and $200 for Bronze.  
A new award is however introduced this year.  Known as the 
Most Promising New Club with cash award of $100, this award is 
meant to recognise a newly formed club that has shown potential 
to be an outstanding club even though they have just been 
launched not too long ago.

The winners of 2008 NIE Club Award are therefore as follows:

Gold Award –   Service Learning Club
Silver Award  – DanceFuzion
 
Bronze Award  – Bachelor of Science Club
Most Promising New Club  – ASEAN Club

Besides the above awards, a special commendation was given to 
another newly formed club, Club Jeux, for their achievements in 
the following areas:

They have an ambitious and outstanding mission that is “To • 
be number one in the use of games in education’
Their interest in using games as a tool in education is a novel • 
idea which no other clubs have considered
Although they have yet to generate substantial interest and • 
participation from students and staff, they never give up but 
constantly think of solutions to improve the situation.  
The club’s members are self motivated and do not need any • 
external pressure to come up with new ideas, to bring their 
club tor greater heights
The club has taken efforts to consult recognized companies • 
on strengthening the running of their club. 

Other clubs who took part in the selection exercise but did not win 
any award   were given certificates of recognition.  They include:

Bachelor of Arts (BA) Club•	
Chinese Language Education and Research (CLEAR) Club•	
NIE Green Club•	
Physical Education & Sport Science (PESS) Club•	



Basketball

Winners        PGDE (S) 19  Runner-Up       Dip 9

Floorball

Winners        PGDE (S) 12  Runner-Up       PGDE (S) 23

Teguh Daniel Tampemawa
Chairman, PESS Club

AY2007/2008
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The Inter-GESL Mini-Olympics (IGMO) is a brainchild of 
the Foundation Programmes Office (FPO) and Physical 
Education and Sports Science (PESS). The idea originated 

when FPO wanted a sporting event to bring the student teachers 
together to foster a school spirit. Furthermore, with 2008 being 
the year of the Beijing Olympics, a major sporting event planned 
to reach these objectives would be fitting.

The IGMO was held in two parts.
The first installment was during the NIE Director’s Relay 

held on 22 August 2008. A special category was created for the 
participating GESL groups in which they had to race against one 
another. A total of 40 groups participated in the competition and 
each team consisted of six runners who each had to cover the 
distance of 2.4km. 

The second installment of the IGMO was held on 26 
September 2008. Three sports were held concurrently on that 
day and the initial signup for each sport was a whopping 40 
teams each.

The winners of the various sports are as follows:

Director’s Relay
Winners  PGDE (S) 17
Runner-Up PGDE (S) 1

Soccer

Winners  Deg 2
Runner-Up Deg 14

One major success of the IGMO was that the groups who 
participated had fun during the event and their smiles and 
laughter were testament to that. “While putting up in school on 
a dreary Friday is not quite something we all looked forward to, 
Inter-GESL turned out to be delightfully enjoyable.” – Ke Rui 
(found on her blog)

On behalf of the organizing committee, I wish to thank the 
FPO, Mr Azhar for his help and guidance and the PESS family 

Inter-GESL Mini-Olympics (IGMO)

with special mention to the PESS 
Committee for their support. 
Thanks also to Degree 1 for their 
help during this event.
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Jessica Tan-Wong 
Foundation Programmes Office

National Day Celebrations 2008

NIE commemorated Singapore’s 43rd National Day 
with a whole series of events.  

We kicked start the celebration with two 
exhibitions on 4 August 2008.  The ‘Living History: Tracing our 
Customs and Traditions’ exhibition from National Archives 
and ‘Get to know Singapore’ poster exhibition based on 
stamp-based books by an ex-colleague, Dr Tan Wee Kiat.  Both 
exhibitions provided us with a better understanding of our 
varied cultures that give Singapore its unique flavor. 

The celebration continued on 8 August 2008 with a Food 
and Games Galore in the morning.  Staff and student teachers 
worked together and enticed us with a selection of traditional 
food and games.  In the afternoon, staff and student teachers 
dressed in red and white and ethnic clothes gathered at the 
NIE triangle for the National Day Observance Ceremony.  The 
ceremony began with the march-in by the staff and student 

teachers contingents attired in specially-designed red T-shirts.  
That was followed by the flag raising, pledge taking and 
reading of the Minister for Education’s speech by Director, 
NIE.

The highlight for the day was the Project Runway NIE 
show which was held after the National Day Observance 
Ceremony.  That was our 2nd Project Runway NIE show.  Like 
last year, the Project Runway NIE show showcased garments 
designed by all our Group Endeavours in Service Learning 
(GESL) groups to reflect the ‘Uniqueness of Singapore’ and the 
Youth Olympics Games (YOG) tagline of ‘Blazing the Trail’.  
Audience at the show was entertained by our very own NIE 
models sashaying down the runway with ‘Olympic Rings’ on 
the head, ‘Olympic Torch’ in the hand and skirts tailored with 
‘recycled bottles’.  The Project Runway NIE show was well 
received by both staff and student teachers once again!        



Jessica Tan-Wong  
Foundation Programmes Office
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NIE Director’s Relay Run 
2008

The 3rd NIE Director’s Race 2008, 
an annual NIE charity event was 
held on 22 August 2008.

The race was themed ‘A Race 
for Special People’.  More than 1000 
runners comprising NIE and NTU 
staff & students, our alumni & friends 
from the schools, JCs, polytechnics 
and the running fraternity took part 
in the charity run and a final amount 
of about $80,000 was raised for the 
Singapore Children’s Society.

As part of the students’ 
contribution to the event, all our 
student clubs came together to put 
up fringe activities for that evening.  
The fringe activities included 
performances like hip hop dance, 
Indian dance, endangered animals 
parade, band performance, capoeira, 
Olympics screening, sale of cupcakes 
and sale of paper hearts.  

The event was a success as it 
not only helped to raise funds for 
Singapore Children’s Society and 
it also brought all staff and student 
teachers coming together as a family 
for a good cause.
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Mohamad Faizal Bin Mat Isa 
BSC(PE) Year 4. ChairPerson, DanceFuzion

NYAA Gold Award Ceremony 2008

A farewell tea session was held on 25 August 2008 at UiD 
(Student Hub) Amphitheatre in appreciation to Prof Cheah 
Horn Mun who was the Dean for Foundation Programmes.

The appreciation session was held to give tribute and recognition 
to the man behind the serious face but approachable persona.

Md Faizal and Rachel Ong (both from BSc PE Year 4 as well as 
Vice-chairperson and Chairperson for DanceFuzion respectively) 

were given the honourable task to coordinate as well as to host the 
evening’s proceedings. We decided to invite alumni club leaders to 
attend the event.

Prof Cheah was warmly greeted as stepped out of the lift. As 
soon as everyone settled down, the event went underway. 

The two hosts greeted the audience with the history of Prof 
Cheah’s stint in NIE. Each club then expressed their gratitude 
with gifts and heartfelt words of farewell.

Aisha Farhana, Chairperson of ASEAN Club said:
“Goodbyes are not forever. Goodbyes are not the end. They 

simply mean I’ll miss you, until we meet again! We hope you 
enjoy your new journey and thank you for being a great person, 
Prof Cheah!”

The student leaders then sang the song “Flying Without Wings” 
by Westlife with Faizal leading the troupe with his acoustic guitar. 

Prof Cheah responded by urging the student leaders to continue 
their passion, dedication in order to make NIE a vibrant campus 
with various club events and activities. He was deeply overwhelmed 
by the support given by his very own student leaders. 

In the words of Apple and Kimberley, TTC President and Vice-
President: “Prof Cheah has done a lot for the students and he has 
been very active in making NIE a more vibrant learning institution. 
On behalf of Trainee Teachers Club and the student body, we would 
like to thank him once again for his active contributions and support. 
Wishing you all the 
best in your future 
endeavours Prof Cheah!”

On 3rd Oct 2008, Miss Sherlyn, a year 2 NIE BSC 
student(Secondary) got to not only shake the hand 
of his Excellency, President S R Nathan, but to take 

a photo with him as well. This was because she was one of 
only 168 recipients to the prestigious NYAA Gold award, 
which was handed out by President S R Nathan who graced 
the event as Guest-Of-Honour. We caught up with Sherlyn to 
find out about the journey she undertook to win the award.

When did you enroll in the NYAA? 
I enrolled in the NYAA in JC1 when the teacher in charge 
introduced us to it.

What are the activities that you participated in which 
illustrated Service, Adventurous Journey, Skills and 
Physical Recreation?
For the skills section, I undertook piano which I had been 
learning since Primary 6. My adventurous journey was 
done at an eco-camp in Mawai, Malaysia where we went for 
jungle trails, engaged in water activities and climbed Gunai 
Panti. To fulfil the Physical Recreation component, I took up 
kayaking and have gotten my 1-star and 2-star certificates. 
My main service was done at Beyond Social Services, a 
childcare centre for the low income in Tiong Bahru. There, 
my friends and I were in charge of the administrative issues 
and the preparation of resources for the children’s’ lessons. 

Melissa Ng
Trainee Teacher’s Club

What residential project did you 
undertake to qualify for the Gold 
award?
I went with 9 other school mates and 
2 teachers to the Shan refugee village 
in the mountains in Chiang Mai. These 
refugees were chased out of Burma and 
were fortunate to have been given a place 
to stay by the Thai government but they 
are not recognized as Thai residents and 
thus have no identity. At the village, we 
interacted with the villagers and taught in 
the primary school there. It brought much 
joy to me knowing that I could bring joy to 
these villagers with my small acts.

What words of advice do you have 
for your fellow NIE undergraduates, 
in terms of personal development 
and getting them to realize their full 
potential?
As teachers, we are already giving back to 
society by educating the future generation. 
However, to be able to give our best, a lot 
of perseverance is required and one should 
never give up no matter what.

Prof Cheah’s farewell 
tea seasion
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Yang Simin & Melissa Ng
Trainee Teachers’ Club

The Teachers’ Investiture 
The Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony was held on the 21 Jan 09 in the 

Nanyang Auditorium. The event was graced by guest of honor, 
Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister of Education. This year, there were 330 

graduants across the post graduate diploma, diploma and Bachelor of 
Arts and Sciences programmes. 

The ceremony commenced with the Director of NIE highlighting the 
importance, as teachers, of the need to keep up to date with the latest 
trends in education.  This could come in the form of formal certification 
courses or to remain in the know of the latest teaching tools and 
practices.

In turn, Guest of honor Dr Ng Eng Hen stressed that the government 
would not let up in enhancing the education system and emphasized 
that well thought programmes were more important than spectacular 
ones. He gave an example of graduants Samuel Tan and Ivan Kwan 
taking their P6 students to Chek Jawa in an attempt to engage them 
in environmental awareness. Though the activity was simple and not 
something new, it achieving its goals showed a lesson plan well thought 
out and can serve an example for all graduating teachers to follow. 

At the closing, when all the graduants rose to take the pledge, 
you could feel the air charged with keenness and determination of 
the teachers, ready to do their best in educating Singapore’s future 
generations. To be ready to “be the change you want to see in the world”

What Change would you like to see in the education system?

If there is one area that the education system needs to 
improve, it should shift the use of O’level grades as the 
main requirement to get into a JC/Poly. Let’s use an 
example of a student who has been a student-leader 
involved in a number of successful Social Enterprise 
Projects but his grades for O’levels is about 20 points for 
L1 R5 thus being unable to get into his desired Business 
Administration Course. But, given his experience in 
leading and managing social enterprise projects, this 
student has clearly shown that he has an acumen for 
Business and managing business-related projects. As 
such, JCs and Polytechnics should not look solely at 
grades but what the student can and can potentially 
do. In addition, a shift from using O’level grades as the 
main requirement will encourage a truly “All-rounded” 
education where students can be differentiated and 
educated according to their different strengths, talents 
and interests.

-Dennis Au She Hon- Justice Choor Singh Gold Medal

I would like to see the 
education system becoming 
a lot more concerned about 
the process of learning rather 
than an over-emphasis on 
its product, as evinced in 
the mad rush leading up to 
summative examinations. 
Hopefully for primary to 
junior college level there will 
be more time for reflective 
thinking, as it is only through 
having the time to think 
that creative ideas can be 
conceived. I personally 
benefited from the UK 
education system where I 
was given the space and time 
to come up with my own 
interpretations for essays 
and dissertations, and this 
has allowed me to become 
a deeper and more creative 
thinker.

-Wong Hsien Hui-History 
Association Of Singapore 
Book Prize, Singapore 
Teachers’ Union Book Prize

As much as I feel that there are areas like CCA which cover the overall development of students. I 
would like our education system to be more student-centered, so that students can receive a broader and 
balanced curriculum, rather than it being assessment based. Perhaps we could even consult the students 
more in the process of change. But at the same time as teacher, I cannot depend solely on the education 
system to change. That is to say that those changes can and should occur within a classroom so that we 
not only remain relevant to the present education landscape but also the future.

-Ernest Yeo Chin Kent- The Art Gold Medal

1. The school hours to begin later and the 
time-table adjusted accordingly. CCAs 
to be scheduled within curriculum time 
(especially secondary school). With a full 
day school we should expect teachers to 
give less homework as with the extended 
time teachers could set work in class for 
pupils to finish within curriculum time. 
2. Have more clarity on how values and 
character be taught and nurtured in 
school.  Presently Character building is one 
of the main aims of CCAs. But it is assumed 
that just by engaging in CCAs pupil would 
develop character. I believe we need to 
further breakdown this word character 
for our pupils to understand and teach it 
explicitly for pupils to internalize.

-Janarthanam s/o Subramanium- 
Singapore Sports Council Gold Medal
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C.L.E.A.R Club Mid-Autumn Celebration 
on 16th September 2008

Loh Wei Qi
Chairman of CLEAR Club

AY2008/2009

On the evening of 16th September, CLEAR Club organised 
a Mid-Autumn celebration themed “Reminiscence”, 
aimed to bring back memories of the good old days by 

infusing it with the traditional elements of the Chinese Mid-
Autumn festival. The event was characterised by an indoor 
performance segment followed by an outdoor carnival.

The night kicked off with a speech by Professor Leo Tan, 
former director of NIE. For the next one and a half hours, 
participants were presented with a myriad of performances 
and games like Er Hu playing, a light stick twirling ‘Poi’ dance, 
traditional Chinese tea demonstration, retro outfit fashion 
competition and interactive quizzes, all interspersed with 
comedic skits by our hilarious emcees. Attractive prizes were also 

given out to all quiz and fashion show participants, ensuring that 
they went home happy with more than just the goodie bags given 
to all who attended the event.

Following which, participants were ushered to the outdoor 
carnival where a sumptuous buffet dinner awaited them. There 
were also different stalls selling ‘retro’ foodstuffs and drinks 
like ‘Ding ding’ candies, glass bottled soft drinks and traditional 
moon cakes, a retro memorabilia exhibition, stalls offering 
childhood games like hopscotch and also a lantern quiz stall. The 
event ended with a grand finale as everyone lit up their lanterns 
and sparklers and participated in a walkabout around the NIE 
campus, marking a beautiful end to a wonderful evening of 
celebration and fun.
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Melissa Ng
Trainee Teachers’ Club

INVEST- for history in the making 
TTC-18th Investiture

History was made on 18 Sept 2008 when the 18th Trainee Teacher’s Club 
executive was sworn in officially.   The ceremony was graced by the Dean, professors 
and members of the various sub clubs.  The night kicked off with a performance 
by 2008 StarLite winner Faizal. That followed by speeches made by the 17th exco 
president and the 18th exco president respectively. The entire 18th exco was then 
introduced and recited the pledge. As a club that overlooks the welfare of the all the 
students of NIE, we pledged to bring about student participation and engagements 
to new heights. Dinner followed soon after. However, what made the event 
particularly meaningful was the speech the Dean gave.  Playing on the acronym 
“Invest”, He sent out an inspiring message. It is directed not only to the members of 
the 18th Exco, but to all student leaders and educators to be. The excerpt is below.

Invest time and efforts in such a way that when you look back after • 
graduation, you would find camaraderie and friendships that last.
N- Have Noble goals that is meaningful.• 
V- Venture. Have the curiosity and adventure to do something new and go • 
stretch into new frontiers
E- Engaging People. This is particularly important as education is • 
about learning to be with people and growing people. Learn different   
perspectives and develop confidence and trust in engaging fellow students 
and with different professional groups.
S- Scholarship. Be encouraged to read very widely and intensively. • 
Scholarship is about advancing the frontier of knowledge based on  
previous wisdom.
T- Telescopic thinking. As leaders, we must have futuristic thinking. Do • 
things not for short term gains but for a view and impact of the future.
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Rise and Rumbleeee....

Sigmund Seow
Chairperson,BA Club

During end July in NIE, a big upheaval was created by RISE 
AND RUMBLEEEE! In search for the Oracles, Four Greek 
mythical families the Heroes, Olympians, Titans and 

Warriors engaged in fierce battles in search for the Mythical Globe.

The 462 freshies who turned 
up for the camp rocked the 
school. The four strong families 
were led by enthusiastic and 
capable leaders, the orientation 
group leaders. 

The first day of camp, the 
freshies bonded by braving the 
many station games that were 
prepared for them!

Let’s rise and rumbleee!

Station games-Wits and strength was 

needed to battle the way to the top…

Time flew by and soon the skies grew dark. An eerie 
atmosphere started to smother the campus. OPMCs, OGLs and 
kind volunteers generously piled on white powder and donned 
on white or black outfits to prepare a frightening night for the 
freshies. As they say, if you have experienced Fright Night in NIE, 
you are capable of overcoming anything…..

The next day the campers took on the 
Amazing Race.

Padang was the set off point. Despite the 
great weather, there were many challenges 
due to time constraints. Still, there were many 
smiles when everything was completed.

All too soon, they proceeded to the gym 
for their finale night! Each OG sent out their 
mascot who was dressed with items made 
from recycled materials. There were mini 
games and after which, the showcase of 
creative advertisements.

Before the camp ended, there was also 
tea Session with the Professors! The main 
purpose of this was for the freshies to get 
to know their Professors and allow them to 
have a better idea in NIE.

Although all campers were visibly 
tired, there was a sense of achievement in 
completing the camp. New Friendships had 
been formed and a sense of belonging to the 
school developed.

All in all the camp was a rousing success!
We will be looking forward for the next 

camp! Great job everyone!
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Jeffrey Tan Wei Qiang
Vice Chairman (Logistics & Operations)

CLEAR Club
AY2007/2008

It was the school vacation and a Saturday morning. The NIE 
compound was quiet as usual, but around the corner near LT1, 
a group of student teachers were actively engaging themselves 

in the preparation work for the upcoming orientation. They are 
from the CLEAR Club, and they are all trying their best to make the 
orientation programme an enjoyable yet useful and informative one 
for the freshmen. 

Various talks were given by Dr Aw, Advisor of CLEAR Club, 
Mdm Yio Puay Ching, Vice Chairperson of SCTU’s 28th Executive 
Committee and Wei Liang, the CLEAR Club Chairperson. These 
talks are to welcome the freshmen as well as to give them a brief 
introduction of their courses. One of the highlights of the day’s 
programmes was the Reading sharing session by Mdm Loh Tiah 
Cheng and Mdm Soh Yan Peng from the 3G Reading Club. It was 
certainly enriching and useful.

 During the tea break, the freshmen were seen socialising around 
and getting to know each other. Many also approached the CLEAR 
club members, who were easily recognised by their blue club shirt, to 
enquire about life in NIE. People were buzzing around and it made 
NIE more lively and vibrant. 

CLEAR Club FOC 2008
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Dixie Tan Mei Lan, TTC
Vice President (Support)

AY2007/2008

Hon Gen Sec, TTC
AY2008/2009

Nurul Syahidah Binte Rahmat
Dip PE student

Jul 2008 intake

There is only one word to describe about PESS FOC; PLAY! 
In that span of four days, I played more sports than I 
ever did in my whole life. I played almost every single 

moment. Not counting the activities/programme planned out 
for us, we played while waiting, when we were eating, when 
we were running or walking and before and after food. It was 
as if indigestion did not exist. I had sore muscles of course, but I 
cannot help it. Every time I entered the mph, there will be a few 
of us playing a sport and I could never resist joining in.

 ‘Friendship’ was definitely one of the highlight in the camp. 
Dry and wet telematches made us bond better, particularly 
because we were able to laugh at ourselves.  The level of 
competition was brought down a few notches and the whole 
atmosphere was relaxed and enjoyable. One particular game 
I enjoyed the most is baseball soccer. Using soccer free kick 
instead of batting a ball was a novel idea and the sliding on 
a long slippery runway to get back to home was the coolest 
innovation ever.

PESS FOC
I also felt most welcomed during the initiation run that we 

did on the morning of 2nd day of camp. For most of us, it was the 
first time that we were clad in our exclusive PESS t-shirts. It was 
especially meaningful as the run itself was led by Singapore’s very 
own Olympic Legend, Mr. C. Kunalan. After hearing so much from 
my old coach about Mr C. Kunalan, it was such a privilege for 
me to be able to run with him. The run ended with picture taking 
session with the year 1s forming a huge “PESS” word. I have seen a 
similar picture taken by other batches before and back then I could 
only dream of being part of that ‘PESS’ formation. Now, I truly am 
part of PESS family. 

I have learned from the camp that PESS is a place that is full 
of encouragement and support. The camp was great! SUCCESS is 
truly in PESS!

TTC FOC

LOST ? Never! At least we were never lost in the premises of NTU. The camp welcomed 40 freshies 
in and with the action-packed activities, they were definitely kept busy throughout. On the first 
day, we had interesting games and team bonding activities to break the ice. During the amazing 

race, not only did bonds get strengthened, they got to know more about the facilities and places in NTU. 
The first night of the camp was accompanied by a horror movie and a night walk to provide them with 
the opportunity to be brave and get used to the night-life in NIE-NTU. Throughout the night walk, the 
freshies were paired up with one mute and one blind folded, so that trust could be developed. Sleeping 
in the cold and chilling tutorial rooms afterwards was a test of endurance. However on the second day, 
the freshmen were welcomed by the highlights of the camp! THE CROSS TREATS and FINALE was fun 
and full of excitement.  There were plenty of opportunities to really get to know more about each other. 
“Freedom Writers” was screened on the last day to conclude the camp. Everyone really enjoyed the camp 
and I am sure TTC will have another wonderful FOC for the freshmen in the new academic year.
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ASEAN + 3 Youth Festival (AYF)
Music and dance filled the backdrop of 

that unforgettable night. I was having 
mixed fillings of euphoria and sadness 

as we bade farewell to each other on Cultural 
Performance Night, which also marked the last 
day of the ASEAN + 3 Youth Festival (AYF). 

The inaugural AYF was the brainchild of 
Singaporean youths who attended the Youth 
Caucus. It was held in conjunction with the 5th 
ASEAN Ministerial Meeting on Youth (AMMY V) 
in Singapore last year. With the theme “ExpressO” 
(Expressing Ourselves), this week-long event 
provided a platform for youths from the ASEAN 
and the plus three countries (Japan, Korea and 
China) to gather and understand each others’ 
cultures through various activities and experiences 
and at the same time forging lasting friendships.

From the AYF Race (ASEAN + 3 Youth Festival 
Race) where delegates trek around Singapore and 
engaging in activities at pits stops, to the colourful  
and spectacular Cultural Performance Night to 
boogying with our dancing shoes at The Arena, 
the different events of the festival aimed to foster 
interactions and understandings amongst the 
delegates from the different countries.

Being part of the Singaporean delegation, 
the event has been a life-changing experience 
for me. My most memorable experience was 
the Youth Forum, the core event of the festival, 
where delegates engaged in discussions of 
‘Sustainable Development’ in the Asia region.  
The dialogues and discussions were related to 
the issues of climate change, declining resources 
and how it is inextricably linked to social 
injustices and poverty. Sustainable development 
is also about conserving resources so that our 
future generations can enjoy the same benefits 
and luxuries that we take for granted. I was 
profoundly enlightened by the perspectives 
from the other delegates. It had made me reflect 
on the trivial things that I had taken for granted 
living in a thriving country like Singapore. I had 
also learnt of how I can act as a ChangeMaker 
and create positive influences on the people 
around me.

So people, let’s get together and make a 
difference in sustaining our resources for the future!

East Asia Youth Leadership Forum,  
18-22 August 2008, Bangkok, Thailand

Thailand’s Ministry of Education, in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, Thailand hosted 

the East Asia Youth Leadership Forum 
2008 from 18-22 August 2008 in Bangkok, 
Thailand. The Forum’s theme was 
“Realizing the Voice of East Asian Youth: 
Towards the Building of an East Asian 
Community”. As part of the 4 -member 
Singapore team, I was exposed to a very 
enriching experience. 

Following upon the principles and 
initiatives set forth at the Inaugural Youth 
Leadership Forum in 2007, the assembled 
youth delegates from the ASEAN+3 nations 
convened for the 2008 Youth Leadership 
Forum and declared our commitment to 
the promotion and actualization of building 
an East Asian Community through the 
implementation of proposals designed 
by the respective workgroups, namely 
Sense of Community, Culture, Education 
and Environment. Coming up with a 
collaborative E-magazine, setting up 

East Asian Cultural Clubs in educational 
institutions, creating online portals on the 
eastasianyouth.net website, popular social 
networking sites and blogs to inculcate 
environmental responsibilities and forming 
a Youth Education Ambassadors Network 
were the 4 key ideas that surfaced after days 
of forum discussion. 

 The Forum provided opportunities 
for East Asian youth leaders from ASEAN 
countries, plus China, Japan and Korea, to 
exchange information on youth initiatives 
and activities in their respective countries 
as well as mutually develop their skills to 
become sharing and caring leaders in the 
region. As a Singapore delegate, I had the 
chance to interact and learn more about 
the cultural and environmental diversity 
of ASEAN and East Asia.  I also had the 
opportunity to study social problems in 
Thailand as case studies, and develop a 
joint project to build a community of peace 
and prosperity in East Asia. Discussing 
with youth leaders, academicians and 

corporate leaders from the various East 
Asian countries, provided an entirely new 
perspective for me on the current issues 
plaguing the nations in the region. 

In conclusion, through this forum, 
I was able to foster lasting friendships 
and form networking groups with youth 
leaders from the East Asian nations. I am 
thankful to National Youth Council and 
the organizers of this forum for providing 
me the opportunity to interact with youth 
leaders, share ideas and explore the various 
community-based projects undertaken by 
youths in the region. Indeed, participating 
in this forum is one of the most enriching 
experiences I ever had.

Ms Akhilandeswari 
BSc Year 4
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Builders Of Hope

Builders Of Hope saw a team of 23 passionate NIE teacher 
trainees and NTU students entering Cambodia from 30 
November to 21 December 2008. We worked alongside 

with the locals to build a classroom for Grade 3 and 4 students at 
Kok Veal Primary School and a library for the children at Working 
For Children (WFC) Orphan Center. We also decorated and 
painted murals for the classroom. It was indeed heartwarming to 
see our efforts pay off with the completion of the classroom. 

As our project name states “Builders of Hope”, our team 
believe that we are not only building the infrastructure for these 
Cambodian children but also building hope for the children and 
their future. We interacted with the children through games and 
songs and shared basic English with them. The enthusiasm that 
the students showed during lessons were encouraging and their 
laughters were unforgettable. 

Staying with the children allowed us to experience their way 
of life. The children led very simple but happy lives. The children 
were contented with little things and we learnt from them to 
be more appreciative of what we have in life. We were also 
impressed by their resilience and independence. 

“We don’t know if we have touched the lives of the children 
but we know that our lives have been touched by the children.” 

* Builders of Hope would like to thank the following 
organizations:

Youth Expedition Project, National Youth Council

Hong Leong Foundation

Lee Foundation

IPP Financial Services Organizatwion
for their kind support and sponsorship.
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Project SMILE – 
Singapore Myanmar Igniting Love for Education

The trip to Myanmar has been an enriching and 
memorable one. For the first few days, we stayed in 
the village of Kayin Chaung, a 4 hour journey filled 

with bus and boat rides from Yangon International Airport. 
This village was nearly destroyed during Nargis. 

Staying there was a transition to basic lifestyle. A daily 
routine is to see teenagers shouldering bamboo poles with 
pails of water at the end, transporting water from the 
nearby well. 

Students who live across the river take boats to school. 
These are the lucky ones. Education is not a priority as 
some villagers either can’t afford to or feel that their child 
would be better off supporting the family. Electricity 
is available from 6 pm – 10pm, supplied by the village 
headman with his own personal generator.  
Nevertheless, the villagers are not financially rich but rich 
in hospitality. We were well taken care of by our local host 
during our stay. 

The rest of the days were spent visiting orphanages 
and marvelling at the spectacular view of nature that 
Myanmar has to offer.  We gave and received SMILES, 
sticking to the keyword in our project. As the saying 
goes, a smile is contagious
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Project HUH Facilitator

Project HUH – 
Help Us Hear 2008

Project HUH – Help Us Hear 2008 is in its second year 
running. Last year, our team of 16 student teachers 
visited our host school, Anusarnsunthorn School for 

the Deaf, in Chiang Mai, Thailand. Project HUH 2008 was 
different from Project HUH 2007 as we focused on sharing of 
pedagogies in Physical Education, English and Science. When the 
representatives from Anusarnsunthorn School visited Singapore, 
the director, Dr Pikul, saw the beautifully painted walls in our 
local schools and was impressed by it. She requested us to help 
recreate a similar vibrant learning environment for her students. 

Project HUH 2008 was also one of the first YEP projects to 
introduce Service Learning package to a local primary school, 
Rivervale Primary. We introduced overseas Service Learning to 

the Primary 5 and 6 pupils. Although the pupils could not go for 
the trip due to the unrest in Bangkok last year, they still learnt 
a lot from their pre-expedition preparation about the hearing 
impaired community, simple conversational sign language and 
even some basic Thai language. Most importantly, they learnt to 
work as a team in their preparation for the trip and we hope this 
will spark their interest in Service Learning. In our upcoming 
Project HUH 2009, we will certainly hope to continue to spread 
this interest in Service Learning to more local schools.



20

Kenny Low
PGDE (Secondary)

Team Zja Pyaar
Yuksam, Sikkim (India)

1-22 Dec 08

Team Zja Pyaar, with its team of 16 members, 
embarked on our YEP trip with the main 
objectives of refurbishing the library and 

science laboratory at the Yuksam Government 
Secondary School, working in collaboration with 
the Khangchendzonga Conservation Committee. 
We brought along books, collected and donated by 
various groups & individuals, and with the help of 
carpenters that we hired, worked to transform two 
empty classrooms into a conducive library & science 
laboratory for the students. This refurbishment 
culminated with a “Science Open Day”, where the 
team members demonstrated that science is fun to 

the students, through various hands-on activities 
like building balloon rockets.

In addition, our other objectives included the 
putting up of dustbins in the village of Yuksam, 
to raise awareness about proper waste disposal, 
and also provided funding for the training of bee-
keepers in a nearby village. A cultural exchange 
day allowed members to showcase some of our 
local culture, including food specialties like tang 
yuan (rice dumpling) and onde onde, and also 
learnt about the Sikkimese culture through various 
performances. All in all, this trip has definitely 
proved to be a rewarding
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Lee Wei LiangTeam Leader
Advisory Chairperson, C.L.E.A.R Club

Dip. Ed. (CL Specialisation), Year 2

A CLEAR view of Hong Kong Education
1st NIE CLEAR - HKU Education Society (Chinese) Exchange

On 21st November 2009 members from the Chinese Language 
Education and Research (C.L.E.A.R) Club, embarked on a 
learning journey to Hong Kong from 21st to 26th November 

2008. The CLEAR club collaborated with Hong Kong University 
(HKU) Centre for Advancement of Chinese Language Education and 
Research (CACLER) as well as the Faculty of Education for a cultural 
and educational programme. 

The primary objectives of this maiden trip are to promote 
understanding between student teachers of HKU and NIE as well as 
to allow us to gain new insights into the various educational policies 
in Hong Kong. 

During this trip, we attended lectures that help us better 
understand the stark contrast between the Hong Kong and Singapore 
Chinese Language education system. We are honored to have Assistant 
Professor Loh Ka Yee as well as the Associate Dean of the Faculty of 
Education, Professor Tse Shek Kam to enlighten us on the contrast. 
CACLER also arranged their Curriculum Development Officer, Mr. Li 
Chun-lung, Joseph, to tell us more about Hong Kong’s Non-Chinese 
Speaking (NCS) students’ culture and learning environment. 

NIE delegates had the opportunity too, to visit St. Margaret’s 
Co-educational English Secondary & Primary School. This further 
enhanced our awareness and in-depth understanding of the non-
Chinese speaking students and their learning needs. Furthermore, 
we were also able to interact with the teacher conducting the lesson 
and gained new perspectives of educational psychology theories that 
could aid in our teaching. 

The next stop of school visit was Evangel College. During the visit, 
what caught our eyes was the vibrancy and liberality that the school 
management gave the students. Students are generally well-disciplined 
without the use of harsh disciplinary rules. Such scenes in school 
allowed us to reflect upon our school system as an educator per se.

The team also enjoyed a few recreational hours where they visited 
various tourist attractions such as Ocean Park, The Peak and sampled 
the mouth watering Cantonese dishes.

All in all, this exchange definitely broadens our perspectives 
towards education as a whole. New friendships were formed and we 
managed to build even stronger bonds as a club.

Group photo with Dean of Faculty of Education, HKU

Group photos with Education Society (Chinese) Members &
Prof Tse Shek Kam, Director, Centre for Adv of Chinese 
Language Edu. & Research Group picture taken at Evangel College

Interactive lessons @ St Margaret’s Co-Ed School (Primary)

One of the delegates, Desmond, is carefully observing 
how students recognize Chinese characters through a fun 
and engaging way
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ASEAN Club Overseas Exchange Trip 2
From the 21st - 30th November 2008, the 
ASEAN Club sent Team Affinity 2 and Team 
Aspire on its 2nd Overseas Exchange Trip 
to Bacolod City, The Philippines. 

Building homes…  
Building hope… 
Building life…

Team Aspire worked with Gawad Kalinga, an 
organization formed by the people of Philippines whose 
aim is to eradicate poverty in their country. This is the 
second time ASEAN Club has worked with GK in the 
Philippines. There were many members for whom 
this was a first-time working with GK but all that was 
reflected of this amateurship was our excitement and 
eagerness to learn and make a difference in the lives 
of GK village citizens in the little time we had! Two 
days of shoveling, bricklaying and painting guided us 
through the various stages of building communities for 
the people. From a walk to remember in the slums to the 
barely begun work at Handumanan site and then to the 
Banago site which was in its completion phase, we saw 
how far GK had come and how much the people in the 
slums has experienced to restore dignity for themselves 
and create homes for themselves just like every other 
Filipino who had the right to living a dignified life. Team 
Aspire also shared its Singaporean lifestyle during the 
Singapore Night through performances and food tasting.  
Our 9 precious days were filled with an indescribable 
service-learning experience that will not be justified in 
words. You need to be there to know how it really is. 

An Educational 
Exchange To Remember

For Team Affinity 2, it was the time to meet our hosts 
(and friends) from the University of St. La Salle yet again! 
Team Affinity 2 planned for an Educational Exchange in 
conjunction with the Educational Student Council of USLS. 
This allowed us to experience the campus life and the 
educational atmosphere surrounding an USLS student. We 
sat in for tutorials, experienced their Co-Curricular activities 
together and even observed their field-studies in elementary 
and high-schools, which is our equivalent of practicum. 
The highlight of the trip had to be the inauguration of 
The Singapore Collection in the university library.  Team 
Affinity had a donation drive for Singaporean books in 
Singapore and collected close to about 300 Singaporean 
Literature, assessment books, textbooks and teaching 
manipulative such as games and software. This sharing of 
educational resources with the USLS College of Education 
served to signify and symbolize the continuity in friendship 
and networking amongst ASEAN youths in the area of 
education. Team Affinity also conducted workshops on the 
Arts, Sciences and Sports and performed during the Cultural 
Exchange held in the University. This was a truly remarkable 
experience that brought us on a brief but valuable journey 
through a whole new educational system and culture. Truly, 
where this trip is concerned, the world should really be 
everyone’s classroom. 

Team ASPIRE

Team Affinity 2



23

Fly Meranti! And there was a point the hardy plants twirled down from 
the top floor of the student hub.

Indeed Camp Meranti was a camp unlike any other. Firstly, we did 
not sweat that much nor had to sleep very few hours.  Secondly, I do believe 
we had the opportunity to speak and share a lot more than all the other camps 
we had been to!  However, the latter is what has made the Meranti experience 
unique and very rewarding.  

One of the highlights of the camp was that we had the pleasure of two 
16 year old students coming down to share their experiences with and 
expectations of teachers with all of us. It was a friendly and honest exchange 
where we trainee teachers had a greater understanding on what students out 
there now appreciate and would expect of teachers. 

Meranti Camp 

Another useful sharing session was with teacher achievers, who shared 
with us the high and low points of their teaching careers. They also provided 
useful tips on how to deal with students and teach effectively. More 
importantly, their passion about teaching rubbed off us and we ended the 
session inspired.

Fun came in the form of the chapathai workshop. Everyone had fun 
making this Indian inspired dish from scratch, and of course it was a 
delightful addition to dinner.

We also had the opportunity during the camp to bond as a team. One such 
way was sharing our life from birth to how we eventually made the decision 
to become teachers. 

All in all, the Meranti experience redefined our purpose in NIE, the type of 
teachers we should be, and of course helped us to understand one another better.

Melissa Ng
 TTC Club



One such show case is the game titled ‘Grammabulous’ (Fabulous Grammar), which makes 
use of nouns, verbs, adjectives and adverbs 
in meaningful contexts, to make a game akin 
to Snap. It tests students particularly on their 
knowledge of how to pair adjectives with the 
appropriate nouns as such, in order to score 
points and win the game.

The game resource ‘Rescue’, makes use 
of the Disney movie ‘Snow White and the 
seven dwarfs’. In order to rescue Snow White, 
appropriate adjectives have to be used to 
answer questions along the way. Assuming one 
is playing a character from the narrative, an 
interesting add on is that the player has to do 
an action representative of the character he/she 
is role playing, before answering the questions. 
This concretizes understanding of the grammar 
feature in a dynamic way.

Yet another showcased resource is the game 
titled ‘Pike’ (Prepositions on a hike), a strategy 
game which starts off as the player having to 
hike the Taman Negara Rain Forest and using the appropriate prepositions to get pass “ pit 
stops” and reach their final destination.

The games share similar traits such as being interesting enough to engage an audience, being 
simple to understand and tests on grammar knowledge the students should have.

To date, these resources are also currently under review by a commercial publisher for 
potential use  on a wider level by schools.
In every job that must be done, there is an element of 
fun. You ll find the fun and… snap!  
The job’s a game!
Mary Poppins
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Creativity meets grammar in the ACE 421 Teaching Grammar at the secondary level 
coordinated and taught by Asst Prof Caroline Ho. It is a module that involves Year 4, 
Bachelor of Arts student-teachers exercising creativity to develop original and innovative 

grammar teaching resources for Secondary EL students as part of their course assessment. 
Student Teachers were to firstly, present the use of creative grammar teaching resources in a 
language lesson, Secondly, articulate the underlying theoretical principles and approaches of 
the design. Last but not the least, the resource had to demonstrate its effectiveness of achieving 
targeted outcomes for various groups of students.

Aug 2008 Semester saw the students really thinking out of the box and some of the grammar 
teaching resources they have created have, for the first time ever, been shared with Secondary 
English Teachers in Nov 2008 at the MOE English Language Teaching Seminar. This was 
following the launch of the MOE 2010 EL syllabus and their show cases were warmly received.  

Creative Grammar Teaching




