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Experiential Wisdom

 Personal teaching seen as experiential wisdom:

1. Teacher 

Horizon

2. Plans & 

Anticipations

3. Classroom 

Experience 

(interaction, 

complexity, 

contingency)

4. Reflection on 

action

5. PCK & 

Content 

Knowledge

6. 

Administrative 

controls
7. Professional 

community

Dialogic Teaching

Adapted From Lefstein (2005)
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Pedagogical Content Knowledge

 PCK represents the blending of content and 
pedagogy into an understanding of how particular 
topics, problems, or issues are organised, represented, 
and adapted to the diverse interests and abilities of 
learners and presented for instruction. 

 Four aspects:

 Overarching conception of teaching a subject

 Knowledge of instructional strategies and representations

 Knowledge of students' understandings, thinking, and 
learning in a subject

 Knowledge of curriculum and curricular materials
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Overarching Conception of Teaching 

a Subject

 Prior to text types, we were never taught the different 
rules behind every text types (you must have these 
words in this genre etc). I really switched off. Because 
we didn‟t learn it that way but we knew how newspaper 
work, how diaries work. If they read more, they won‟t 
have these problems in the first place. Even grammar, 
we didn‟t really learn grammar but we can spot the 
mistakes and correct them. I think reading plays a very 
important role. If they have been reading since primary 
school, they wouldn‟t have these problems in the first 
place…. (Mr S, Interview)
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Knowledge of Instructional 

Strategies and Representations
 I can‟t remember how I picked up the language and I don‟t think I was 

drilled. We kind of picked it up naturally. I remember teachers giving out 
worksheets with many blanks for you to fill in but you already knew them 
when you were practicing them. I believe my students also have these skills 
although it‟s at a much lower level and they can‟t really apply them 
immediately when they need to. I think they need to be tricked into it. We will 
discuss a topic (eg. violence, gangsterism) that get them all excited and they 
have to write about it. When we did songs (like Black Eye Peas and Colours 
of the Wind), we talked about racism and I showed them Pocahontas (the 
movie). There became a point of comparison (there‟s racism then and there‟s 
racism now). We talked about it and then I told them that they‟ve talked too 
much and ought to put their own opinions down in words now. Spelling 
aside, they do have the basic grammar skills. It‟s better than teaching them the 
skills and asking them to do a writing assignment after it.  (Mr S, Interview)



6

Knowledge of Students’ 

Understandings, Thinking and 

Learning in a Subject

 Most are vocal and they can use the language 
competently at least. But it‟s totally different on paper. 
When you ask them to speak, they can do it very well 
but when you ask them to read something, they totally 
don‟t comprehend it. Some could read the words 
perfectly but when you asked them what it meant, they 
had no idea. They were taught to read words and 
phrases but there are no links between words and 
imagery. That was my problem. There is a group from 
EM3 (114 PSLE) who are vocal but the written work is 
extremely weak. 
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Knowledge of Curriculum and 

Curricular Materials
 The stories in the narrative module are very long and they are 

unable to break it down themselves. It caused a very slow 
process. The one about the Father was interesting because of the 
topic. The one coming up “What a modern woman wants” 
(which is about inter-generational conflict between a daughter 
and mother) would be too hard for my class because it‟s too long 
and the topic is beyond what they want to comprehend even. I‟ll 
replace it with something else. The Sec 1E may be able to break 
it down but not my class. That‟s the difficulty as well because 
you try to come up with a module suited to everybody but the 
abilities differ.  (Mr S, Interview)
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Dialogue

 A form of verbal interaction between at least 2 
participants, who exchange ideas by means of 
Q&A and debate

 A means of learning about the world, clarifying 
ideas and developing understanding

 A state of mind

 A critical orientation towards knowledge and 
ideas

 A dynamic relationship
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Dialogic Teaching

 Dialogic teaching is:
 Collective: teachers and children address learning tasks together, whether as a group 

or as a class

 Reciprocal: teachers and children listen to each other, share ideas and consider 
alternative viewpoints

 Supportive: children articulate their ideas freely, without fear of embarrassment over 
„wrong‟ answer, and they help each other to reach common understandings

 Cumulative: teachers and children build on their own and each others‟ ideas and 
chain them into coherent lines of thinking and enquiry

 Purposeful: teachers plan and steer classroom talk with specific educational goals in 
view

 Critical: Participants identify and investigate open questions and points of 
contention within the group

 Meaningful: Participants relate the topic of discussion to their own horizons of 
meaning, and bring those horizons to bear upon one another (and upon textual 
perspectives) in developing new understandings (Lefstein 2006)
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Ms S

Collective, Reciprocal, Supportive
202 Anbar If  they build casino, we can say casino.

203 T Would you want a casino to represent your country?

204 Ss Yes. No.

205 T Fared, Fared, stand. Fared was like “no, no”. Why would you not want a 

casino to represent your country? ((students talking)) Fared can think for 

himself. Yes Fared? 

206 S Because many people won‟t go gambling. 

207 T He‟s right, in a sense. Wait, wait. It‟s his argument. He‟s right in a sense that 

you guys won‟t go to the casino, I‟m not going to go to the casino, a lot of  

people won‟t go to the casino, why? 

208 S Because of  their religion. 

209 T Religious factor, number one. We are an Asian country and most of  us have 

religions that do not really approve of  [gambling] 
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Cumulative, Purposeful

237 S Singapore people are already taking 4D, Toto, then why can‟t they just go to casino there and do 

the same thing? 

238 T No, it‟s not. I am not saying that it‟s wrong. I am not saying it‟s wrong for them to gamble their 

money away but it‟s a choice. If  you have a thousand dollars and you rather not put it in a bank 

and you rather go gamble it away, go ahead! 

239 S But if  you gamble, you can get two thousand dollars.

240 T If  you‟re lucky! ((student laughter)) Yes? 

241 S Teacher, teacher, there are free thinkers in Asia. 

242 T Yes, of  course there are free thinkers in Asia. Ok, as Anbar mentioned, as you were saying, there 

will definitely be people, you could be whatever religion you want to be, you could be a free 

thinker and you would still go to the casino, but at the end of  the day, the question I am asking 

you is, would you want that casino at Marine Parade to represent your country? 

243 Ss Yes! No!

244 T Wait. Harmit, why would you still want it to represent your country? 

245 S Earn money what. 

246 S Make our economy better. 
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Critical, Meaningful

247 T But, have you all ever thought, when you are older, your children, would you want them to live in Singapore, in a 

place, where everything that we do and say internationally, people will still point to us and say, it is the country 

with the integrated resort. It‟s the country where the people gamble all their money away. 

248 S Wait, wait, but in Singapore right, the casino is not the only thing in Singapore, got Sentosa and other things. 

249 T Yah, but you said you wanted the casino. 

250 S Yah, we said we wanted the casino, but got other things also what. 

251 T So, what do you want to represent Singapore with then? ((Students talking)) Jun Xian, why do you object? 

252 S Your children and wife will leave you away. 

253 T Wait. Now, his is a good argument, because when you have a casino, and it is somewhere where you can go 

everyday, don‟t forget this is going to be an integrated resort. Listen, E3. This is going to be an integrated resort 

which means it‟s going to be a place where you can bring your family, your children will be doing other things, 

your wife will be doing other things, while you can be on the other side, you can be gambling. What is going to 

happen to family values then? He says if  your wife leaves you, marry a second wife. ((students laugh)) 

254 S You bankrupt then how you marry? 

255 T Ok. Wait, wait, wait. This whole thing is swaying ah. Now, his is a logical argument. If  your wife leaves you, you 

are fine, if  your children leave you, you are fine. But, you are bankrupt and he says there are women on the 

streets. So, this is a very serious topic to think about ah. Women on the street. How degrading is it for Singapore 

men to go to the streets of  your favourite place (((students laughter))) to look for women. What is happening to 

Asian values? 
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Technical vs Personal Teaching

Technical Teaching Personal Teaching

Focus of  Attention Regularities, commonality Uniqueness, difference

Nature of  educational 

knowledge (and reality)

Certainty (predictability) Contingency (messiness)

Source of  authority Universally valid Science Individual Experience

Teaching is oriented 

toward…

Objectives, creating uniformity Opportunities, recognising 

difference

Good teaching is a 

function of..

(Objective) Method (Subjective) Personality

Improving the teaching 

profession

Top-down, regulation Bottom-up, autonomy
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Dewey on Dialogic Teaching

The best type of teaching bears in mind the desirability of 
affecting this interconnection [between realities of 
everyday life and classroom lessons]. It puts the  
student in the habitual attitude of finding points of 
contact and mutual bearings. 

[Democracy and Education, MW.9.1970, 1916]


