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Feature articles in this Update: 
 
How to Cite Electronic Sources --- Recommended Reading 
 
How to Access NIE, NTU and NUS Library OPAC from your PC in the Office 
 
Mr Yam Wai Ho, Trainee Librarian, has returned from study leave 
 
 
How to Cite Electronic Sources --- Recommended Reading 
 
While electronic sources are revolutionizing and reshaping patterns of scholarly interaction, not 
many works have addressed the issue of citing electronic documents.  Academic staff who want 
to cite electronic sources may find the following titles helpful: 
 
 
Publication manual of the American Psychological Association – 4th ed. – Washington, DC : 
American Psychological Association, c1994. 
(Available at reference : BF76.7 Pub @ REF) 
 
On pages 218 to 222, examples and guidelines on citing electronic media are outlined.  Extracted 
here are the formats covered in this section.  Using this publication manual, you will find it easy to 
cite relevant formats in the future. 
 
Elements of reference to on-line information 
 Online abstracts 
 Online journal articles, subscriber-based 
 Online journals, general access 
 
Other Electronic Media 
 Electronic datafiles or databases 
 Abstracts on CD-ROM 
 Computer programs, software, or programming languages 
 
 
 
 
Electronic style : a guide to citing electronic information / Xia Li and Nancy B. Crane.- Westport : 
Meckler, c1993. 
(Available at reference : PN171.D37 Li @ REF) 
 
This book standardizes citation methods for the complete range of electronic formats, including 
full-text information files, bibliographic databases, Internet-accessible electronic journals and 
discussion lists, email, bulletin board systems, and commercial online documents. 



 
The contents include the following nine chapters and one appendix: 
 

1. Organisation and use of this guide 
2. Full-text databases: Individual works, books, monographs, or full-length works 
3. Full-text databases: Periodicals 
4. Full-text databases: Other sources 
5. Bibliographic databases 
6. Electronic conferences (Interest Groups) or Bulletin Board Services (BBS) 
7. Electronic mail (personal) 
8. Computer programs 
9. Reference citations in text 

 
Appendix I: Basic availability statements for commonly used electronic information sources 
 
You will find this a handy tool when it comes to citing anything in digital format. 
 
 
 
How to access NIE, NTU and NUS Library OPAC from your PC in the Office 
 
Accessing NIE Library OPAC from your PC in the Office 
 
If your computer in your office is connected to the campus network, you can access the NIE 
Library OPAc through Windows.  Just double click the icon “NIEVAX.”  At the user prompt, type 
“NIEOPAC” and proceed to search the OPAC as though you were using the OPAC terminal in the 
library. 
 
Accessing NTU Library OPAC from you PC in the Office 
 
If your computer in your office is connected to the campus network, you can access the NTU 
Library OPAC through Windows.  Just double click the icon, “NTUVAX.”  At the user prompt, type 
“LIBOPAC” and proceed to search the OPAC as though you were using the OPAC terminal in the 
NTU Library.  The commands for searching are similar to that of the NIE Library OPAC. 
 
Accessing NUS Library OPAC from your PC in the Office 
 
Now you are able to telnet the NUS OPAC from NIE campus.  The steps involved are as follows: 
 

1. Open your Windows application and double click at the icon “NIEVAX”, then logon to 
NIEVAX using your USERID and password which is the same as your A1mail 
account. 

 
2. At “$” prompt type “telnet linc.nus.sg”, and press the “return” key.  For example:  

 
$ telnet linc.nus.sg 

 
3. At the “Login:” prompt, type in “OPAC”,  The NUS OPAC will appear and you may 

follow the screen instructions to do your search as though you were using the OPAC 
terminal in the NUS Library. 

 
4. You can end your search by holding the control key and pressing “] at any point in 

your search.  This will bring you back to the “$” prompt.  Type “LO” to logout from 
NIEVAX. 

 
 



Notes: 
NUS OPAC search commands are different from that of the NTU/NIE OPAC. 
You can learn the search commands fairly easily by following the screen instructions. 
 
If the screen seems to jump back to the main menu every time you press the “return” or “enter” 
key, you can try holding down the control key and pressing the ‘return” or “enter” key at the same 
time. 
 
Enjoy your OPAC searching! 
 
 
 
Mr Yam Wai Ho, Trainee Librarian, has returned from study leave 
 
 
Mr Yam Wai Ho, Trainee Librarian, reported to work on 23 May 1995 after a one year’s study 
leave to pursue the Masters degree course in Library and Information Studies from Syracuse 
University. 
 
He is now attached to Acquisition Unit, and can be contacted at ext: 5244. 
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