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1. What is new on the NIE Library and Information Services Centre Web?  

a. Online Book/AV Material Recommendation Form 

To submit your requests for the purchase of books, you no longer need to use the usual beige-coloured 
Book Request Slip. We have put up an electronic request form on the Library Web page 
(http://library.nie.edu.sg/forms/order.htm) which you can fill up at your web browser. After completing the 
form, the form is submitted electronically to our Acquisitions Librarian. 

b. Electronic Summaries of NIE Theses' collection 

You may have noticed that summaries of our students' theses are now available on the Library Web 
pages. Over the month, we will be loading summaries of all such theses onto the Library Web. With the 
summaries placed on to the Web pages, we hope that all staff and postgraduate students can read the 
summaries of the theses from the comfort of their offices or homes. This would especially aid our 
postgraduate students in selecting theses for references in their research work. Another advantage is that 
researchers surfing the Internet would be able to know the research areas that our postgraduate students 
have engaged in. To take a look at what we've already put up, follow the link from the opening page of the 
Library Web (http://library.nie.edu.sg/). 

2. Antique Books on Display 

Dr Margit Waas, lecturer with ELAL, has kindly lent the Library her personnal collection of antique books 
for display that is now on at the Reference Unit. This collection consists of bibles to cookbook dating from 
1550 - 1862. 

  



3. Free Trial for Databases - PROQUEST DIRECT Databases 

IPL Technologies is offering NIE free trial to its online databases via ProQuest Direct, a web-based 
information delivery system (http://global.umi.com/pqdweb) from 1 to 30 June 1998. Display formats 
include citation, abstract, text only, full image or text+graphic.  

The databases available during the trial period include: 

1. Periodical Abstracts  
2. Asian Business  
3. Proquest Medical Library  
4. Applied Science and Technology  

User name and password are necessary to access each database. You can get them from the Reference 
staff. Do send us your feedback (e.g. database content, ease of use, search capabilities, output 
capabilities, response time, etc) to Mrs Chew Lian Ping (chewlp@nievax.nie.ac.sg). 

4. List of CD-ROM/online databases 

Recently, we have received feedback from academic staff that it is difficult keeping track of the 
evergrowing list of CD-ROM and online databases in the Library. Here are the solutions that we have 
come up with to aid in the tracking of titles that the Library has purchased or subscribed to : 

1. A printed list of all titles of databases will be sent out to in July to all academic staff.  
2. An electronic list of database titles is maintained at the Library Web page.  
3. A printed quarterly update will be sent to each division for circulation among the lecturers.  

5. Bibliographic Instruction for your Class 

Do you need our librarians' assistance in bibliographic instruction, demonstration on using the OPAC, or 
searching CD-ROM/online databases for your class? Please contact Mrs Chew Lian Ping, our Reference 
Librarian, at ext. 5243. To help us in preparing for the session, please give Mrs Chew 2 weeks' notice 
prior to your class. 

6. Tea-time Reading with Yvonne Yin 

The Downing Street Years / Margaret Thatcher. - Special overseas ed. - London : HarperCollins 
Publishers, 1995. ISBN 0006383211. Call no.: DA591.T47 Tha 

It will take many tea-times (and lunch-times) to get through this thick volume (well over 800 pages), but 
just seeing the handwritten acknowledgement at the front brings back certain personal memories: of 
myself, writing as a schoolgirl in 1977, that Mrs Thatcher would become Prime Minister of Britain, and that 
she would "steer the British economy out of the doldrums and put an end to 'closed shop' unions" ; of my 
father, in London just before the May 1979 election, writing a letter to Mrs Thatcher and addressing it to 
10 Downing Street ("I know this is where you'll be after the election"); and, three weeks later, of his 
scream of delight: "Yvonne! Mrs Thatcher wrote back to me! In her own handwriting!" 

Of course, I showed some librarianship potential and kept the letter: 

Thank you for your kind message of congratulation. We were thrilled with the decisive result and good 
majority.  

Now, there is work to be done to fulfil the trust and confidence that so many people have placed in us. 



Yours sincerely, 

Margaret Thatcher 

  

Margaret Thatcher was Prime Minister of Great Britain from May 1979 until November 1990, when her 
own Conservative Party messily jettisoned her. The Downing Street Years is a riveting and detailed 
account of these 11 years in power. A great disliker of consensus (Singapore's shared values would have 
driven her straight up the wall), she had many arguments and confrontations with her own cabinet 
colleagues. That she had arguments with those to the left of her is not surprising. But, rather alarmingly, 
she doesn't appear to mind mentioning arguments with her strongest supporters. She quite freely admits 
to "ding-dong" rows with even the party chairman, Norman Tebbit, who was a frightfully fierce fellow 
himself (see footnote* for list of nicknames). The decibel level must have rivalled a James Bond film.  

However, in spite of all the disagreements, the Conservative Party won three straight elections in a row 
under Mrs Thatcher, the 'closed shop' unions did indeed come to an and (the work of the redoubtable 
Tebbit as Employment Secretary), one war (the Falklands) was fought and won and the British economy 
in 1989 was as a whole in rather better shape than it was in 1979. 

The book ends with her very last day in office as Prime Minister, 28 November 1990 (ironically, this was 
the same day that Goh Chok Tong became Prime Minister of Singapore). In 1987, she had brought the 
Conservative Party to victory with a margin of 101 seats. This was her last election. It was also the last 
substantial Conservative Party victory. No one could say she had left them a puny legacy. 

*Footnote:  

a."Chingford skinhead" (Chingford being Tebbit's constituency), "polecat" (courtesy of the Labour Party), 
"Count Dracula", etc.  

Source : Geelhoed, E. Bruce, Margaret Thatcher in victory and downfall, 1987 and 1990. Call no.: JN956 
Gee  

b.The latest addition to the list appears to be "dinosaur" (courtesy William Hague, currently leader of the 
Conservative Party). When asked for his reaction, Tebbit (now Lord Tebbit) replied: "It's a bit of a trial to 
be so far ahead of my party that I am called a dinosaur. Some of my colleagues are still in the pre-
Jurassic age." 

Source: Weekly Telegraph, issue no. 325 (Oct 1997). 


