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Members of the  International Alliance of Leading Education Institutes 
gathered in Seoul for their third meeting

NIE makes waves overseas
By Vivien Lee, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

Editorial Board Member of The 
Mathematics Education Library Series

Well known 
internationally for her 
work, Dr Berinderjeet 
Kaur from the 
NIE Mathematics 
& Mathematics 
Education Academic 

Group was approached by Springer, a 
leading global scientific publisher, to join 
the Editorial Board of the well-known 
Mathematics Education Library. The 
Mathematics Education Library series aims 
to provide a fundamental resource for 
educators, researchers and students, and 
to reflect the variety of research, practice 
and theory concerns within this discipline.

Dr Kaur is also the Mathematics 
Consultant to the International 
Mathematics and Science Study 
2011 and Singapore’s representative 
to the International Commission of 
Mathematics Instruction. She has also 
been the President of the Association 
of Mathematics Educators in Singapore, 
since 2004. 

Fellow of the American College  
of Sports Medicine

Assoc Prof 
Govindasamy 
Balasekaran from  
the Physical 
Education and  
Sports Science  
(PESS) Academic 

Group has become a Fellow of the 
American College of Sports Medicine 
(ACSM). Advancement to a Fellow is a 
prestigious distinction within ACSM,  
and is a recognition of the member’s 
professional achievement and 
competence in the field of exercise  
science and sports medicine. 

Founded in 1954, ACSM is the  
largest sports medicine and exercise 
science organisation in the world.  
It has more than 20,000 members 
worldwide applying their knowledge, 
training and dedication in sports  
medicine and exercise science to  
promote healthier lifestyles for people 
around the globe.

Fellow of the American Association  
for the Advancement of Science 

Assoc Prof Kwek 
Leong Chuan 
from the Natural 
Sciences and Science 
Education (NSSE) 
Academic Group  
has been awarded  

the distinction of American Association  
for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) 
Fellow. Election as a Fellow is an honour 
bestowed upon AAAS members by their 
peers. Assoc Prof Kwek was awarded the 
honour for his innovations in the theory 
of processing and communication of 
quantum information.

The AAAS is the world’s largest  
general scientific society, and  
publisher of the journal, Science, as well 
as Science Translational Medicine and 
Science Signalling. AAAS was founded  
in 1848 and includes some 262  
affiliated societies and academies of 
science, serving 10 million individuals.

In September last year, NIE was invited by the Organization for 
Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD), which has 
30 member countries, to participate in a two-day workshop in 
Mexico.  The OECD-Mexico Joint Workshop was named “Towards a 
Teacher Evaluation Framework in Mexico: International Practices, 
Criteria and Mechanisms”.  

Countries invited to present at the workshop were United 
States of America, Brazil, Chile, Mexico, Singapore and Sweden.  
Also making presentations was the OECD as an organisation.  
Singapore was represented by Assoc Prof Lee Ong Kim, Head 
of Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group in NIE.  The 
Education Minister of Mexico, Mr Alonso Lujambio Irázabal, 
officiated at both the opening of the workshop on 1 December 
2009 and the closing on 2 December 2009.

The purpose of the workshop was to identify specific elements 
that can contribute to the design of an effective and viable in-
service teacher evaluation policy in Mexico, based on a review 
and analysis of international models.  It aimed to identify relevant 
criteria and assessment instruments that can be deployed 
gradually in the implementation of a teacher evaluation 
framework in Mexico.  The workshop also attempted to identify 
instruments employed by the state education authorities  
in Mexico so that the priority areas identified can be  
further developed.

Speakers at the two-day workshop in Mexico City (from left): Alejandro Gomez-Palma (Policy 
Analyst, OECD), Michael Davidson (Senior Policy Analyst, OECD), Lee Ong Kim (Assoc Prof, NIE),  
Ulf Fredriksson (Prof, Mid Sweden University), Halsey Rogers (Senior Economist, World Bank),  
Susan Sclafani (Director of State Services, NCEE) and Carlos Mancera (Chair, OECD Steering Group)

The OECD-Mexico joint workshop
By Assoc Prof Lee Ong Kim, Policy & Leadership Studies Academic Group

Chairmen of the International Alliance – (From left) Prof Lars Qvortrup, Dean, Danish School 
of Education, Aarhus University, Denmark and Chairman from Sep 2008 to Aug 2009, Prof Cho 
Youngdal, Dean, College of Education, Seoul National University, South Korea and Chairman from 
Sep 2009 to Aug 2010, and Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, National Institute of Education, Singapore 
and Chairman from Sep 2007 to Aug 2008

At these concurrent sessions, the authors, under the leadership 
of Professor Jeppe Laessoe of the Danish Pedagogical University, 
discussed how the cross-country report that he had prepared 
and would be presenting could be further refined. Publication 
opportunities for the country papers and future areas of 
collaboration among the authors were also discussed.

On the last day of the meeting, following the cross-country report 
by Prof Jeppe Laessoe, all ten authors presented their respective 
country reports. This session was open to academics and 
educators from Seoul National University and other universities 
in South Korea as well as the press and officers from the relevant 
government departments in Korea.  

The third meeting of the International Alliance in Seoul was a 
great success. NIE thanks Dean Cho Youngdal of Seoul National 
University for his leadership and his team of support staff for  
their efficient planning and great hospitality shown to all  
the participants.

Corporate 
International Alliance of Leading 
Education Institutes meets up in Seoul
By Prof Goh Kim Chuan, Office of Academic Quality Management

In August last year, members of the International Alliance (IA) 
of Leading Education Institutes gathered for their third meeting 
under the chairmanship of Prof Lars Qvortrup of the Danish 
Pedagogical University, Denmark. Hosted by the Seoul National 
University, Deans and Directors of the 10 leading colleges/ 
faculties/institutes of education met in Seoul, South Korea from  
17 to 19 August 2009.

The theme for 2009 was ‘Climate Change and Sustainable 
Development: the Response from Education.’  For the first time, 
Africa was represented at the meeting by the School of Education, 
University of Cape Town, South Africa. 

At the business meetings, the Deans and Directors discussed 
the activities and achievements made in the second year of the 
Alliance’s establishment, including admission of new members 
and the venue and host of the next meeting in 2010. 

Several major decisions were made. This included the 
confirmation of Prof Cho Youngdal, Dean, Faculty of Education, 
Seoul National University as the next Chair; NIE, Singapore 
as host of the next meeting in 2011; and the confirmation of 
‘multiculturalism’ as the theme for 2010. Planning ahead, the 
IA members agreed that the Ontario Institute for Studies in 
Education (OISE), University of Toronto, Canada will be the chair 
for 2011 and the theme for 2011 will be ‘knowledge management.’

The IA members also held a fruitful session with Dr David Istance 
representing CERI (OECD) on possible future collaborations.
Concurrently held with the business meetings were sessions 
involving the authors of the members’ country reports based on 
the 2009 theme, ‘Climate Change and Sustainable Development: 
the Response from Education.’

DevelopmentDecadesEducationof

In the early 1960s, there was great demand on the teacher 
training system to produce enough trained teachers to 
fulfil urgent staff requirements for new schools. Teacher 
training was part-time to meet this demand. In 1966, 
when this demand was met, full-time teacher training was 
reintroduced.

Demands on teacher training

1960

Teacher cadets studied and underwent teaching 
practice at the same time, assuming two-thirds of a 

regular teacher’s workload.

TTC becomes the Institute of Education (IE) 
Teaching Cadetship scheme launched

1973
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