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On 7 May, celebrations were held across the island as Singapore 

proudly proclaimed its readiness to host the inaugural 

Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games (YOG) by marking 99-

days countdown to the event. With less than 3 months to go, 

final touches are being made to the games preparation. A flurry 

of activities has also since descended upon us and excitement 

drummed up all over Singapore starting with the relocation of 

the countdown clock to the unveiling of Olympic themed art 

sculptures at Marina Bay, the opening of the YOG Merchandise 

Superstore and the worldwide premiere of the Singapore 2010 

theme song. 

Final preparations are also being made to transform the NIE  

and NTU campus into the Youth Olympic Village (YOV) and 

welcome over 5,000 athletes and officials from the 205 National 

Olympic Committees.

The Singapore 2010 YOG aims to inspire youths from around the 

world to embrace and express the Olympic values of Excellence, 

Friendship and Respect. The unique feature of the games is its 

Culture and Education Programme (CEP) and it is most apt that 

NIE is the education partner of the YOG. NIE’s plaza will serve as 

the heart of the Games Village where athletes and officials can 

socialize freely and participate in the CEP. 

This issue of NIE News carries a special feature on the Youth 

Olympic Village with images of what it will look like come 

August. We also put the spotlight on some NIE staff, students 

and alumni who are making waves in the local and international 

sporting scenes. We are indeed proud to have them in our NIE 

family and they will most certainly serve as role models to past, 

current and future students.

One such individual is Assistant Professor C Kunalan who, 

without a doubt, epitomises the spirit of Olympism. Mr K, as 

he is affectionately known, is Singapore’s greatest track athlete 

having competed at the 1964 and 1968 Olympic Games and 

achieved much success throughout his athletics career. His 

autobiography was released earlier this year detailing his 

extraordinary and inspiring life story.

We eagerly await the start of the inaugural Singapore 2010 

Youth Olympic Games and look forward to witnessing the 

young talents from all over the world doing their very best 

to achieve Excellence to the motto of Citius, Altius, Fortius 

(faster, higher, stronger), and just as importantly, doing so with 

Friendship and Respect!

Guest Editor

Mohammed Azhar Bin Yusof
Physical Education & Sports Science Academic Group

“We are ready!”

Sayeditor’s
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NIE Postgraduate Students 
Meet up to Share Their Research

Education Minister 
Dr Ng Eng Hen visits NIE
By Jolene Tan, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

By Assoc Prof Hu Guangwei and Wang Yuhang (PhD Student), English Language & Literature Academic Group

On 16 March 2010, NIE had the honour of hosting Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education 
and Second Minister for Defence on NIE campus. The visit was a timely one as NIE celebrates 
60 years of teacher education this year.  At the same time, NIE is also gearing up for its 
transformation into the Youth Olympic Village (YOV) come August 2010.

Besides providing Dr Ng with an overview of the facilities upgrades in preparation for the 
YOG, Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director, together with key NIE personnel, also updated Dr Ng 
on the latest teaching facilities for NIE student teachers. This includes the new collaborative 
classrooms and the Teachers’ Language Development Centre.

The Green Club, NIE’s student club, took the opportunity to invite Minister to launch the 
inaugural GreenDay@NIE, which aims to educate the NIE community on green living. Dr 
Ng viewed the various exhibits on environment conservation, followed by a tree planting 
ceremony where Dr Ng planted a Tembusu tree on NIE campus.  

The visit concluded with Dr Ng praising NIE for doing a good job in teacher education and 
encouraging the institute to scale to greater heights in the future.

President of The Green Club, Mistam Zuraidah showing Dr Ng Eng 
Hen, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence one 
of the exhibits during the launch of Green Day@NIE

The inaugural NIE-English Language and Literature (ELL) 
Postgraduate Conference on Language and Education was held 
on NIE campus on 26 April, 2010. Unified by the theme of “English 
Language Education and Literature Studies in a Multilingual Society”, 
30 papers were presented by students from across ELL’s different 
postgraduate programmes. 

As summarised by Assoc Prof Lubna Alsagoff, Head, ELL in her 
foreword for the conference programme, “ … ranging from 
theoretical investigations into language education issues to practical 
classroom applications, the papers … reflect an exciting variety of 
different theoretical frameworks and research paradigms.”

The conference was organised by a team of postgraduate students 
under the guidance of a staff advisory committee. Assoc Prof Lubna 
Alsagoff opened the conference with a welcome address to a packed 
theatre, and Assoc Prof Rita Silver delivered a well-received plenary 
address that highlighted the continuing centrality of the teacher in 
quality classroom teaching. 

Over 80 ELL faculty members and postgraduate students attended 
the conference. The conference was envisioned as an event where 
ELL’s staff and higher degree students could come together to hear 
about the different areas of research currently being undertaken by 
ELL’s strong contingent of postgraduate students. 

Feedback from the conference participants indicates that the  
event has achieved its aims of cultivating a more dynamic research 
culture for ELL’s postgraduate students, providing a platform for  
them to share their research, and bringing together ELL’s diverse local 
and international postgraduate students to interact and network.

Assoc Profs Lubna Alsagoff (left) and Rita Silver from the English Language & Literature Academic 
Group giving their addresses at the NIE-ELL Postgraduate Conference on Language and Education
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CJ Koh Professorship 2010: 
A Perspective on Educational Reform 
By Office of Education Research

childhood well-being, concern for climate change and an overall 
global consciousness.”

“Education can empower children to become thinkers, learners, 
communicators, social beings and citizens,” said Prof Alexander, “but 
children will not learn to think for themselves if their teachers are 
expected to do merely as they are told. We need both a curriculum 
and a pedagogy that align with these broader educational goals.”

In the classroom, the use of “dialogic teaching” can help to stimulate 
and extend pupils’ thinking. Prof Alexander elaborated on this 
approach, which he has written extensively about, at the NIE staff 
seminar the day before, on “The Dialogues of Culture and Pedagogy”. 

He explained that by learning together in groups, listening and 
sharing ideas with each other in a supportive environment, students 
build on their own and each other’s ideas to achieve specific 
educational goals. Furthermore, classroom dialogues should 
encompass cultural and civic interaction between the individual and 
society, and not just between the student and teacher. 

Each year, outstanding professors in education are invited to NIE 
under the CJ Koh Professorship in Education. Previous visitors have 
included Prof Marilyn Cochran-Smith from Boston College and  
Prof Susan Fuhrman from Teachers College, Columbia University.

“In a world where humanity’s very survival depends 
on international co-operation rather than national 
supremacy, perhaps we should consider an education 
that encompasses childhood well-being, concern for 
climate change, and an overall global consciousness.”

 Prof Robin Alexander

Policy makers have tended to rely on high-stakes testing as the 
mainstay in education reforms. But is it necessarily the best way 
forward to improve the quality of teaching and learning?

“There is a growing consensus from a wide spectrum of professional, 
parental, religious and public opinion that the obsession with 
tests and league tables has had its day. We need a richer and more 
humane educational vision for today’s children and tomorrow’s 
world,” said Professor Robin Alexander at this year’s CJ Koh 
Professorial Lecture.

Prof Alexander is Fellow of Wolfson College at the University of 
Cambridge. He is renowned for his research and writing on policy, 
pedagogy, curriculum, evaluation, international comparative and 
cultural studies, primary education and teacher education. He is  
also author of the award-winning book Culture and Pedagogy  
(2001, Wiley).

In his public lecture on 18 March 2010, entitled “The Perils of Policy: 
Success, Amnesia and Collateral Damage in Systemic Educational 
Reform”, Prof Alexander referred to the use of high-stakes testing 
as a lever of systemic reform to increase standards in literacy and 
numeracy in England. He contended that education is in peril when 
“efforts to reform public education are ironically diminishing its 
quality and endangering its survival”. 

He argued that “world-class education does not equate with top 
scores in the PISA and TIMSS.”  This, however, does not mean an end 
to high-stakes assessment. Drawing insights from the Cambridge 
Primary Review, a comprehensive enquiry into English primary 
education which he directed from 2006–10, he noted, “The report 
does not argue whether or not children should be assessed or not, 
but rather, how they should be assessed, and in relation to what.”

“In a world where humanity’s very survival depends on  
international co-operation rather than national supremacy,” he 
said, “perhaps we should consider an education that encompasses 

Prof Robin Alexander (left) receiving a token of appreciation from NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong

Prof Robin Alexander at the NIE staff seminar on 17 March 2010
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Strong ELL presence at 
TESOL Convention 2010, 
Boston Convention Centre, USA
By English Language & Literature Academic Group

The 44th Annual Teaching English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) convention saw a very strong 
presence of NIE faculty from the English Language & Literature (ELL) Academic Group. 

Known as the annual international conference for English Language teaching and learning, the 
conference attracts 5,000 to 10,000 delegates each year. 

Abstract acceptance is considered a feat in itself with a highly rigorous 
abstracts review procedure, with an acceptance rate of 21% for the 
past two years. The best in the field are often invited to speak as part of 
academic sessions or inter-sections. 

Assoc Profs Rani Rubdy and Low Ee Ling, both from ELL Academic Group, 
were invited panelists for the academic session on: World Englishes: 
(Multi)Cultural Implications Toward English Language Learning and 
Teaching. The session chair, Joshua Borden described the session in 
the conference programme book as ‘leading international experts 
discuss how World Englishes research contributes to intercultural 
communication and English Language Teaching.’ 

Assoc Prof Rani Rubdy spoke on the concept of transculturality and the 
art and power of cultural adaptation in English language education while 
Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling spoke about the tensions between sounding 
local and the need to go global and the implications of this for the 
pronunciation classroom.

In another invited panellist academic session on New Directions for Research on Racism and Native 
Speakerism in TESOL, Assoc Prof Lawrence Zhang, also an Editorial Advisory Board member of TESOL 
Quarterly, the flagship research journal of the international association, addressed the issue of identity as 
a newcomer speaker of English in a New-Englishes context, with Todd Reucker from University of Texas 
at El Paso, Akiko Ota from Portland State University, and Zohreh Eslami and Burcu Ates from Texas A&M 
University, USA. 

The session chair, Todd Reucker, in his summative conclusion of the panel 
discussions, observed that “it is a rare opportunity for scholars in the field 
from as far as Singapore to meet in this room in the Boston Convention 
Center to brainstorm and chart new directions for future research along 
the line that the very Nonnative Speaker Caucus initiated about 15 
years ago. It is a great achievement for scholars interested in this area of 
significant sociolinguistic, sociocultural, and sociopolitical importance.” 

Other concurrent presenters from the ELL Academic Group include Assoc 
Prof Hu Guangwei:  Effectiveness of Strategies-Based Writing Instruction for 
Young Second Language Learners; Mr Mark Wilkinson with Ast Prof Tamas 
Kiss: “How Shall I put it?”  Communication Skills for ESL Teachers; Mdm 
Zhang Donglan: Willingness to Communicate and Peripheral Participation 
in Intercultural Communication, and Mr Jason Loh: Conversations over 
Coffee: A Narrative Inquiry into the Journey of Becoming a Teacher.   
All these sessions were well attended and received.

Panellists of the Academic Session on World Englishes: (from left) Ruanni Tupas, Joshua 
Borden, Patrick Moran, Low Ee Ling and Rani Rubdy

Delegates from the ELL Academic Group: (from left) Zhang Donglan, Rani Rubdy, 
Jason Loh, Hu Guangwei, Tamas Kiss and Lawrence Zhang
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Florida Department of 
Education hears about 
NIE’s Teacher Education 
By Foundation Programmes Office

On 29 March 2010, upon the  invitation of the Florida Commissioner 
for Education, Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling visited the Florida Department 
of Education to share about NIE’s Teacher Education Model for the 
21st Century (TE21). 

The day’s proceedings were split into two sessions. In the morning 
session, the leadership and key personnel of the Florida Department 
of Education were first introduced to Singapore’s elementary and 
secondary education system. 

This was followed by a sharing of NIE’s TE21 model, in terms of the 
main recommendations and more importantly, the journey from 
conceptualisation to realisation. Assoc Prof Low shared about the 
three main phases of work (curriculum, pedagogies and assessment) 
in the implementation of the TE21 model and in particular, about  
the journey taken by the Programmes Core team of which she is  
the co-chair. 

She further shared the individual course mapping templates which 
course chairs have to fill in to map current courses to the new 
desired attributes framework (Values3, Skills and Knowledge) of the 

TE21 teaching professional and the proposed graduand teacher competencies (GTCs) to current courses and 
programmes. Prof Low elucidated the way in which the information obtained from each course has to be 
summarised according to the main areas of study in NIE’s pre-service programmes. 

In the afternoon, Assoc Prof Low shared about NIE’s current pre-service programmes and this was 
synchronously beamed in real time on the web to key Deans of Colleges of Education in Florida and  
their teams. 

An online question and answer was also facilitated by the Deputy Chancellor for Educator Quality, Ms Kathy 
Hedba. Questions fielded included the type of pedagogical content knowledge (PCK) covered in the key 
content areas especially in Mathematics. 

The one-day sharing illuminated the common issues in Teacher Education that was shared across the  
globe and provided a pathway for further conversations and discussions about common areas of  
concern and development as we prepare teachers and educators to meet with the global challenges of  
21st century classrooms.  

(From left) Dr Eric Smith, Commissioner  for Education (Florida Dept of Education), Ms Kathy Hedba, 
Deputy Chancellor for Educator Quality, Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Associate Dean, Foundation 
Programmes, NIE, Ms Frances Haithcock, Chancellor for Education

Key personnel from Florida’s Department of Education expressed 
their admiration at the concerted and consolidated effort undertaken 
by NIE especially in terms of the close tripartite partnership between 

NIE, Singapore’s Ministry of Education and the local schools. 
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Service Learning - A Learn and Serve Adventure
By Stephane Cheung, Foundation Programmes Office

By Stephane Cheung, Foundation Programmes Office

The biennial NIE Service Learning Day held on 10 February 2010 
showcases dedication, creativity, and the learn-and-serve spirit of 
student teachers and staff facilitators of the 101 Group Endeavors in 
Service Learning (GESL) groups from the July 2009 intake. 

(From left) Mr Tan Kian Heong (Deputy Divisional Director, Corporate Planning & Development, 
NIE), Mr Alan Ch’ng (Divisional Director, Corporate Planning & Development, NIE), Prof Tan Oon 
Seng (Dean, Foundation Programmes Office, NIE), Prof Lee Sing Kong (Director, NIE), Mr Puvan 
Ariaratnam (Deputy Director, National Education & Planning, MOE), Ms Abigail Chee, Ms Nicole Liaw 
(both are National Education officers, Planning Division, MOE), and Assoc Prof Vilma D’Rozario  
(Sub-Dean, Foundation Programmes, NIE)

Group photo with student teachers from the Hong Kong Institute of Education

The event held at NIE was graced by Mr Puvan Ariaratnam, 
Deputy Director of National Education & Planning, Ministry of 
Education (MOE). 

The event celebrates the completion of service-learning projects  
by the student teachers, which brought about improvements within 
the local community. The event also served as a platform to connect 
the NTU, NIE community, and invited guests from schools and non-
profit organisations to social issues happening in the  
Singapore community. 

The programme highlighted four service-learning projects carried 
out by GESL groups from the PGDE Primary and Secondary,  
BA/BSc and Diploma in Education Programmes who presented the 
projects Project Bridges, Engaging Children through Art in Transit, 
Camp Achievers and Hearts Collaboration with National Library 
Board respectively. 

After the presentation, Mr Puvan Ariaratnam toured the GESL 
project exhibitions and was pleased to see a wide variety of 
interesting projects. He urged student teachers to continue with 
their contribution to the community when they take up their 
appointments as in-service teachers.

Hong Kong Institute of Education 
Service Learning Tour to NIE 

On 5 April 2010, a team of 20 student teachers from the Hong Kong 
Institute of Education (HKIEd) visited NIE as part of their Service-
Learning Study Tour in Singapore. The purpose of the tour is to widen 
student teachers’ exposure of service education and service-learning 
as a core component of education from a cross-cultural perspective 
through school visits, sharing by students and teachers in Primary 
and Secondary Schools, and understanding of the Youth Service-
Learning Award through visitation to the main government body for 
youth affairs in Singapore – The National Youth Council. 

The programme at NIE kicked off with a warm welcome by Assoc 
Prof Low Ee Ling, Assoc Dean, Programme & Student Development, 
and Assoc Prof Vilma D’Rozario, Sub Dean of Student Counselling and 
Liaison, Assoc Prof Goh Kim Chuan, Head of the Academic Quality 
Management Office,  and student teachers from NIE. 

After the introductory address by Assoc Prof D’Rozario and student 
leaders from HKIEd, three groups from HKIEd shared their service-
learning projects which took place in Hong Kong and China. The 
exchange was followed by sharing of experiences and reflections 
on local service-learning projects carried out by Group Endeavours 
in Service Learning (GESL) groups Team Sparkle and Team Skittles, 

and an overseas project by a Youth Expedition Project team.  The 
programme concluded with a lunch reception and a campus tour 
led by NIE student teachers. 

Tremendous synergy between the two institutions exists and it is 
hoped that through close collaborations in the future, opportunities 
exist for exploring new avenues that will enrich student teachers’ 
service-learning experiences.
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Nanyang Awards 2009

The Nanyang Awards are NTU’s most prestigious awards given to honour faculty, staff and students for their outstanding accomplishments in 
the areas of Teaching, Research & Innovation, Service, Teamwork, Humanitarian Work and Meritorious Achievement.

NIE Faculty Staff Highlights
By Stephane Cheung, Foundation Programmes Office

Dr Vilma D’Rozario, 
Sub-Dean of Student 
Counselling and Liaison and 
Associate Professor with 
the Psychological Studies 
Academic Group has been 
conferred the Distinguished 
International Alumni Award 
2010 from the College of 
Education and Human 
Development (CEHD) at the 
University of Minnesota. 

The Distinguished International Alumni Award recognises 
international alumni from CEHD who have made significant 
contributions to the field of education and human development 
in their own country.  In this respect, Dr D’Rozario was recognised 
for her pioneering efforts in the fields of guidance, counselling and 
leadership in service-learning.

Dr D’Rozario holds a PhD in Educational Psychology with a 
specialisation in Counselling Psychology from the University of 
Minnesota and has research interests in service learning, master 
therapists, counsellor education and group counselling.  Besides 
helping student teachers in need at NIE, she is also instrumental in 
empowering students to become involved in student clubs and 
international service learning projects.  As a nature lover and activist, 
she volunteers extensively in environmental education and wildlife 
conservation projects in Singapore. 

Dr D’Rozario was also awarded the Nanyang Award for Service  
in 2006.

Dr Noel Chia Kok Hwee, an assistant 
professor with the Early Childhood  
& Special Needs Education  
Academic Group, was awarded the  
Lee Kong Chian (LKC) Research 
Fellowship on 12 January 2010.  
Dr Chia was one of the three recipients  
of this Fellowship.

The LKC Research Fellowship is established to encourage research 
into various aspects of Asian content namely its culture, economy 
and heritage. This is primarily to enrich the strong Asia-centric 
collections and resources of the Lee Kong Chian Reference Library at 
the National Library, Singapore.

Dr Noel Chia’s research topic is “A Survey on the Growth of 
Imagination in Children’s English Literature in Singapore: 1965 - 2005.” 
On his thoughts about winning the LKC Research Fellowship, Dr 
Chia says, “I spend most of my free time reading and writing not only 
academic papers but also stories and poems for children. Together 
with my daughter, Grace, I love creating imaginary tales along the 
line of fantasy and science fiction … I have always been passionate 
about promoting Singapore children’s literature in English. Here I am 
… on this Lee Kong Chian Research Fellowship to research on the 
topic closest to my heart: imagination in children’s literature.”

Dr Chia is also the first Singaporean to become a board-certified 
educational therapist registered with the Association of Educational 
Therapists, United States, as well as a board-certified special 
education professional registered with the American Academy of 
Special Education Professionals. He is also a registered professional 
counsellor with the Australian Institute of Professional Counsellors.
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Distinguished Alumni Award Lee Kong Chian Research Fellowship

Three NIE colleagues were awarded the 2009 Nanyang Award for Excellence in Teaching. The three award recipients have exhibited excellent 
teaching practices and enriched the learning experiences of their students through their enthusiasm, care and close rapport.

Ms Lim Seok Lai Asian Languages & Cultures Academic Group

Asst Prof Ludwig Tan Ai-Kiang English Language & Literature Academic Group

Dr Jessie Png Lay Hoon English Language & Literature Academic Group

The three winners are:
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prominent Visitors 

On 16 March, Education Minister Dr Ng 
Eng Hen (left), accompanied by Ms Tan 
Ching Yee, Permanent Secretary, MOE and 
NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong (right) 
toured NIE and its upgraded facilities 
ahead of the Youth Olympic Games.

Dr Quek Jin Jong, Principal Officer, NIE 
(left) presenting a token of appreciation to 
Prof Rikiichi Koizumi, Advisor to Ministry 
of Education, Culture, Sports, Science 
and Technology-Japan (MEXT) when his 
delegation visited NIE to learn more about 
teacher education on 25 March.

Her Excellency Irina Bokova, Director-
General, United Nations Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisation 
(UNESCO) visited NIE on 30 April on 
a fact finding visit. Together, NIE and 
UNESCO have much to look forward to 
in broadening the education landscape. 

On 5 May, Prof Albert Gilmutdinov, 
Minister of Education and Science, 
Republic of Tatarstan (left) visited NIE 
to learn more about teacher education 
in Singapore.

Prof Aaron Ciechanover, 2004 Nobel 
Laureate in Chemistry, Distinguished 
Research Professor, Faculty of Medicine, 
the Technion-Israel Institute of 
Technology (left) visited NIE on 23 March.

On 23 March, NIE hosted Dr Jacques 
Rogge, President, International  
Olympic Committee (IOC) and Mr Ng Ser 
Miang, Vice President, IOC. A dialogue 
sesssion was held between the two 
guests and students.

Mr Lim Chuan Poh, Chairman, A*Star 
(right) visited NIE to learn more about 
Learning Sciences Lab on 24 February.

Mrs Christine Antorini, Member of 
Parliament (right), led a delegation from 
the Education Committee of the Danish 
Parliament to NIE and held discussions on 
teacher education on 12 March.

On 15 March, Mr Zheng Shushan, 
President, National Academy of Education 
Administration, People’s Republic of China 
(left) led a delegation to learn more about 
NIE’s leadership programmes.
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Special Feature

Asst Prof C. Kunalan, NIE Staff

Asst Prof Canagasabai 
Kunalan, better known 
as Mr K to his friends and 
colleagues, is a legend in 
Singapore’s sporting history. 
He was once known as 
Singapore’s fastest man 
over 100 metres, clocking a 
time of 10.38s at the 1968 

Olympics to set a national record spanning 33 years.  He was named 
Sportsman of the Year in both 1968 and 1969.

With a total of 15 SEA Games and 5 Asian Games medals under his 
belt and a host of National Records to his name, he is an inspiration 
to his students, colleagues and fellow sportsmen.

For the upcoming YOG, Mr Kunalan has been appointed Deputy Mayor 
of the Youth Olympic Village to look after the athletes and guests.

Lee Cheng Wei, NIE Student Teacher and Assoc 
Prof Govindasamy Balasekaran, NIE Staff

Assoc Prof Govindasamy Balasekaran from the Physical Education & 
Sports Science (PESS) Academic Group, NIE and PESS first year degree 
student Lee Cheng Wei took part in the 25th SEA games held in 
December 2009 at Vientiane, Laos. 

Assoc Prof Bala was the team 
manager while Lee Cheng Wei 
was part of the team who broke 
the 4x100m Singapore national 
record. The 4 x100m team 
became the first Singaporean 
team to break the 40-second 

barrier by completing the race in 39.82s. This propelled them to 
qualify for the prestigious 2010 Commonwealth games where they 
will compete with world-class teams from Jamaica and Canada. 

In addition, for the first time in 16 years, Singapore qualified for the 
2010 Asian games where the athletics team will compete with world-
class teams like Japan and China.  

Dinah Chan, NIE Student Teacher
 

Dinah Chan a final year PGDE(PE) student claimed a bronze in the 
30 km individual time trial for women at the 25th SEA Games, which 
is Singapore’s first ever medal in women’s cycling. Dinah recently 
competed at the Asian Cycling Championships in UAE where she 
came in 6th in the individual Time Trial. 

Amanda Choo, NIE Student Teacher

Year 4 degree student teacher Amanda Choo is the national  
record holder for the 100m, 4x100m and indoor 60m sprint, having 
broken the national 100m record three times! She also holds the 
100m, 200m and 4x100m records in the IVP (Institute-Varsity-
Polytechnic) Competition.

In addition, Amanda represented Singapore in several IAAF 
(International Amateur Athletic Federation) World championships 
from 2006 to 2009. 

There is increasing excitement in NTU and NIE with the approach of the Singapore 2010 
Youth Olympic Games in August.

Besides the sports competitions, the Culture and Education Programme (CEP) is also an 
integral part of the event as it aims to inspire youth around the world to embrace and 
express the Olympic values of Excellence, Friendship and Respect.

Through the hosting of this international event, Singapore hopes to create a lasting 
sports, culture and education legacy for the country and youths from around the world, 
as well as enhance and elevate the sporting culture locally and regionally.

In this special issue to commemorate Singapore’s inaugural hosting of the Singapore 
2010 Youth Olympic Games, we take a look at how NIE is preparing to turn itself into 
part of the Youth Olympic Village. We also shine the spotlight on some NIE staff and 
alumni who have made an impact on the local sports scene, our athletes who have not 
only put in their best in the areas of teaching and international but in sports as well...
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NIE Run Round Singapore 

At Singapore’s first ever 218-km mega relay run to celebrate NTU’s 
55th anniversary and raise funds for needy students, NIE staff and 
alumni created two new entries for the Singapore Book of Records:

• Fastest 218-km Ultra-Marathon Male Runner – Yong Yuen Cheng, 
NIE Class of 1997, at 31hr 28min 51sec; and 

•	 Longest Ultra-Marathon Female Runner – NIE teaching fellow 
Adeline Yong Yean Pin and NIE Class of 2000

Held from 27 to 28 March 2010, the participants ran throughout 
Saturday and Sunday and crossed the finishing line to a rousing 
welcome. Four others completed the gruelling, superhuman feat of 
covering 218km, one of which is Chua Kok Chiow, NIE Class of 1999.  

Adeline Yong, NIE Staff

NIE staff Adeline Yong set a Singapore record for the longest ultra-
marathon distance runner in the ladies category, running 129.3km 
non-stop in about 26hrs.

Yong Yuen Cheng, 
NIE Class of 1997

Yong Yuen Ching crossing the finishing 
line at Run Round Singapore as the fastest 
218-km Ultra-Marathon Male Runner at 31hr 
28min 51sec .

Chua Kok Chiow, NIE Class of 2001 

Chua Kok Chiow 
(centre) was 
one of the four 
participants 
who managed 
to complete 
the Run Round 
Singapore 218km 
mega relay.

Sumiko Tan, NIE Student Teacher 

Year 3 degree student Sumiko Tan 
went into triathlon and biathlons 
at the age of 19 and has never 
looked back since. A NIKE-endorsed 
athlete, she recently finished third 
in the Aviva Half Ironman in March 

2010. Sumiko will be representing Singapore in the World University 
Triathlon Championships and Phuket Half Marathon.

Mohammed Azhar Bin Yusof, NIE Staff

Azhar was a former state representative in rugby and has played in 
numerous international matches and tournaments between 1992 
and 1995. He picked up refereeing in 2000 and is currently in the 
Asian Elite Referees Panel. He has officiated in many international 
matches and tournaments such as the South East Asian Games, East 
Asian Games, World Games and the World Sevens Series. He has just 
been selected to officiate at the upcoming Commonwealth Games 
in New Delhi, India. Azhar keeps up his fitness by competing in 
endurance events, which he picked up three years ago. He has since 
taken part in a number of marathons and triathlons.

Azhar (second from left) representing Singapore during his playing days

Azhar (left) officiated at the World Rugby Sevens Series

Adeline Yong (centre) at Run Round Singapore
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Special Feature

Edited by Dr Michael Chia, Physical Education & Sports Science Academic Group, NIE and Dr Jasson 
Chiang, Chinese Culture University, Taiwan with Foreword by Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE. 

Dr Michael Chia and Dr Jasson Chiang lead and galvanise an international group of 

luminary researchers, academicians and young scientists in tackling current issues in 

sport, exercise and health from the perspectives of sport science and studies as seen 

through a set of ‘Asian lenses’. 

The collection of 19 essays is diverse in associated topics, devoted to strong beliefs and 

developed in a manner that undergraduate, postgraduate and people with an interest 

in sport in general will find interesting and useful. Both authors are Vice-Presidents of 

the Asian Council of Exercise and Sports Sciences, a regional think-tank for the sport 

intelligentsia of Asia. The book is published by World Scientific.

Sport Science and Studies in Asia encourages readers to be reflective practitioners, as 

students or researchers, or thinkers of sports, to be independent seekers of future sport 

knowledge, and yet mindful and grounded in knowledge and awareness of the social, 

cultural and country-specific nuances of sports. The authors are hopeful that the book will 

foster a greater appreciation that sports and human kind are inseparable. The book was 

launched at the 3rd International Conference of Physical Education and Sports Science 

held in NIE from 25-28 May 2010.

In an autobiography published earlier this year, 

entitled C. Kunalan: Singapore’s Greatest Track 

and Field Athlete, the public gets a glimpse into 

Mr Kunalan’s personal life, and learn about the battles 

he faced – struggling against racial taboos to marry 

a woman of another race and juggling the roles of 

teacher, son, husband, father, coach and sportsman.

This book draws a portrait of a man of extraordinary 

gallantry and humility whose story is an inspiration 

– be it in sporting, teaching or family. It is researched 

and compiled by Steven Quek, an ex-colleague of 

Mr Kunalan at NIE.

C. Kunalan: Singapore’s Greatest 
Track and Field Athlete

By Steven Quek, ex-NIE staff

Sport Science and Studies in Asia:  
Issues, Reflections and 
Emergent Solutions
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Y O U T H  O L Y M P I C  V I L L A G E

Bringing together sport, culture 
and education for a better world

As the site for the Youth Olympic Village (YOV), NTU and NIE have been busy making 
preparations to welcome over 5,000 athletes and team officials from around the world.

The YOV will occupy approximately 55 hectares, which is about the size of 80 football fields, 
and is divided into two zones – the Residential Zone and the Village Square.

Ten Undergraduate Halls of Residence 
and parts of the NIE have been 
designated the Residential Zone, while 
the remaining areas of the NIE have 
been designated as the Village Square.

The Residential Zone will house the 
athletes while the Village Square is 
the heart of the Village where most 
accredited personnel would have 
access to. 

With a quiet and serene environment 
here in NIE and NTU, the YOV will 
serve as a conducive and safe place 
for the athletes to rest and prepare for 
competitions. In their free time, they 
can socialise freely and participate in 
Culture and Education Programmes 
held at the Village Square.  

Here’s a peek into the work that NIE has done to prepare its campus to host the Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games.

Photo courtesy of Singapore Youth Olympic Games Organising Committee

About Youth Olympic Games

Singapore will be hosting the inaugural Youth Olympic Games (YOG) from 14 to 26 August 2010.

The YOV in NTU/NIE will be operating from 10 to 26 August 2010.  The YOG will be held around Singapore from 14  

to 26 August 2010.

The young athletes taking part in YOG are aged between 14 and 18 years.

The YOG will receive some 5,000 athletes and officials from the 205 National Olympic Committees (NOCs), along with 

an estimated 1,200 media representatives, 20,000 local and international volunteers, and more than 370,000 spectators. 

There will be 26 sports and athletes will take part in Culture and Education Programme activities.
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Known for its nature-setting environment, 
the rainforest cafe offers a cool and 

relaxed dining experience to international 
visitors. The main dining hall has 

more seats, existing tables have been 
refurbished and ventilation improved.

The revamped toilets have improved 
lighting, motion sensor, new tiles and 
more cubicles and showers fitted in.

The spruced up Village Square at NIE will 
have Culture and Education activities for 

sportsmen and officials.

Training facilities like the hockey fields 
have upgraded lighting and pitches.

Canteen Toilet Facade Field
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B O O K  L A U N C H E S  &  R E V I E W S

Diverse Languages, One Identity: 
A Guide to Conversation in the 
Chinese, Malay and Tamil Languages
Jointly produced by NIE and National Library Board

Created by student teachers and language advisors of the four languages from NIE, 
Diverse Languages, One Identity is co-published by the NIE and the National Library 
Board (NLB). Consisting of a booklet and a compact disc of audio recordings for one 

to learn the spoken Chinese, Malay and Tamil languages 
through English, the guide aims to create an awareness of 
the spoken mother tongue among students and teachers. 

At the launch of the guide on 20 April 2010, NIE Director 
Prof Lee Sing Kong said, “This 3+1 Conversational Mother 
Tongue package … is an innovative effort which serves 
as a good platform to build understanding and respect 
among the various races in Singapore, and will help 
student teachers of different ethnic groups develop a 
deeper understanding of one another.”

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong launching Diverse Languages, One Identity 
with NLB CEO Dr N. Varaprasad at the NLB Building on 20 April 2010

Endgame Virtuoso: 
Anatoly Karpov
Co-authored by Dr Nick Aplin, Physical Education & Sports 
Science Academic Group

In 2007, Dr Nick 
Aplin co-authored 
a book with 
International 
Master Tibor Karolyi 
from Hungary. 
Entitled “Endgame 
Virtuoso: Anatoly 
Karpov”, the 
book is about the 

superlative endgame skills of the former world chess champion 
from Russia. 

The book won the Guardian (UK) Chess Book of the Year award in 
England in 2007.

This book has now achieved the additional accolade of being 
translated into Spanish, being published in late 2009. The Spanish 
title is: “Anatoly Karpov: El Virtuoso de los Finales”.

“NLB is pleased to join NIE in this meaningful initiative. We believe that learning the different mother tongues can 
enhance mutual understanding and appreciation between the ethnic groups and hence, promote better inter-ethnic 
cohesion. The book and CD will also be useful for tourists.” 
 Dr N Varaprasad, Chief Executive of National Library Board.

Teaching is HeartWork: 
Reflections of 
Beginning Teachers
Edited by Prof Goh Kim Chuan and Assoc Prof Sylvia Chong, 
Office of Academic Quality Management and Assoc Prof Low 
Ee Ling, Foundation Programmes Office

To commemorate NIE’s 60 years of teacher education, nine 
beginning teachers and two student teachers who are at the brink 
of completing their initial teacher preparation programmes at NIE 
took on the tasks of writing candidly about their experiences and 

the challenges faced in teaching 
for the publication aptly titled, 
“Teaching is Heartwork”. 

In this book, they endeavoured 
to share about the challenges 
faced and the self-fulfilment that 
they experienced. The honest 
sharing is heartfelt and serve as 
useful nuggets of wisdom to all 
beginning teachers at the point  
of entering the profession.
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The Globalization of Chinese: 
A Singapore Perspective
By Assoc Prof Goh Yeng Seng, Asian Languages & Cultures Academic Group

The Commercial Press, a leading publisher in China, has published a book compilation of the past major 
research papers written by Assoc Prof Goh Yeng Seng, Head of Asian Languages & Cultures Academic 
Group in NIE. Singapore’s Foreign Minister George Yeo and Li Yuming, Director-General, Department of 
Language Information and Administration, MOE, PRC, have each kindly contributed their own personal 
foreword to the book. 

This book represents an attempt to systematically organise and compile the research conducted by 
Assoc Prof Goh for over two decades of his academic career, stretching from 1987 to 2007. The articles 
compiled in this book invariably seek to address the following questions:  

1. What are the special characteristics of Singapore Mandarin as a significant variety of Mandarin?
2. What sort of role should Singapore play in relation to the global spread of Mandarin?
3. What sorts of problems exist in mainstream Mandarin teaching in Singapore?
4. How should the Singapore Chinese teaching world respond to such problems?

Asian Cities, Migrant Labour 
and Contested Spaces
Edited by Assoc Prof Wong Tai Chee, Humanities & Social Studies Education Academic Group 
and Professor Jonathan Rigg, Durham University, United Kingdom

This book has been scheduled by Routledge for printing in August 2010. It explores how migration is 
playing a central role in the renewing and reworking of urban spaces in the fast growing and rapidly 
changing cities of Asia. Migration trends in Asia entered a new phase in the 1990s following the end of 
the Cold War, which marked the advent of a renewed phase of globalisation. Cities have become centrally 
implicated in globalisation processes and, therefore, have become objects and sites of intense study.

The contributors to this book reflect on the impact and significance of migration with a particular focus 
on the contested spaces that are emerging in urban contexts and the economic, social, religious and 
cultural domains with which they intersect. They also examine the roles and effects of different forms of 
migration in the cauldron of urban change, from low-skilled domestic migrants who maintain a close 
engagement with their rural homes, to highly skilled/professional transnational migrants, to legal and 
illegal international migrants who arrive with the hope of transforming their livelihoods.

Providing a mosaic of insights into the links between migration, marginalisation and contestation in Asia’s 
urban contexts, Asian Cities, Migrant Labour and Contested Spaces will be of interest to students and 
scholars of Asian studies, migration studies, urban studies and human geography.

Review taken from: 
http://www.routledge-ny.com/books/Asian-Cities-Migrant-Labor-and-Contested-Spaces-isbn9780415564489

This book provides a uniquely Singaporean perspective on the teaching of Chinese. Singapore is a place where the east 
and west coincide. Hence the problems faced by Chinese teaching in Singapore offer something of value to the teaching 
of Chinese as a second or foreign language both in China as well as Europe and North America. Hence this book will be of 
interest to scholars at home and abroad and makes a unique contribution towards the development of teaching Chinese 
as an international language.
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A Learning Sciences Lab (LSL) research project “Move, Idioms!”, with 
the collaboration of Singapore Centre for Chinese Language, has 
received recognition from international scholars and the Ministry  
of Education (MOE).

Research
Community Of Mathematics Education

Chinese Mobile Learning Project Wins 
Best Paper Award

By Assoc Prof Wong Khoon Yoong, Mathematics & Mathematics Education Academic Group and Office of Education Research; 
Mathematics Strand Leader

By Asst Prof Wong Lung Hsiang, Learning Sciences Lab

Since the establishment of the research centres in NIE, about 
50 funded projects valued at nearly $8 million dollars had some 
components about mathematics education. With the Principal 
Investigators (PI) of these projects coming from different academic 
groups and centres at NIE, it is timely to launch a Community Of 
Mathematics Education (COME) to share research experiences and 
plan for future projects. 

To kickstart this community, Professor David Hung, Associate Dean 
of OER convened the first COME retreat on 23 February 2010. Ten PIs 
presented key findings of their projects, and Professor Derek Holton, 
a visiting consultant, gave a keynote address about mathematics 
education and his work with the New Zealand Numeracy Project 
(http://nzmaths.co.nz/numeracy-project-information).

A key outcome of the retreat was that research findings should be 
disseminated as issue-focused synthesis rather than project-based 
summaries. Since policy-makers deal with issues rather than projects, 
a synthesis of lessons learned about a particular issue from different 
projects will offer greater insight and impact. Many projects involve 
working with teachers, so a first synthesis could cover lessons learned 
about how to enhance teacher learning through participation in 
research projects. This synthesis will also have implications for the 
types of in-service courses offered by NIE. 

Summaries of funded projects are now available at http://www.nie.
edu.sg/research/research-projects. A community can evolve only 
through active participation in formal activities such as attending the 
retreats and producing summaries. More importantly, members of 
the community should continue to interact at informal opportunities 
available within the NIE family.

Students brainstorm contexts related to Chinese idioms and take photos with their smartphones

“Move, Idioms!” is a learning model where students of Nan Chiau 
Primary School are assigned smart phones in a one-to-one and  
24x7 basis. They associate the Chinese idioms that they have  
learnt with their day-to-day encounters, capture photos and  
create sentences, and subsequently post them onto a wiki space  
for peer review.

The pilot study was concluded recently and resulted in the 
publication of seven international conference papers. One paper 
talks about another LSL project code-named “SEAMLESS project”, 
co-authored by Asst Prof Wong Lung Hsiang and Assoc Prof Looi 
Chee Kit, the Principal Investigators of both projects, and is entitled 
“Mobile-Assisted Vocabulary Learning in Real-Life Setting for Primary 
School Students: Two Case Studies”. It was awarded the Best Paper 
Award at the prestigious IEEE International Conference on Wireless, 
Mobile and Ubiquitous Technology in Education (WMUTE), held in 
Kaohsiung, Taiwan recently.

Both the “Move, Idioms!” and SEAMLESS project were also named the 
Gold Medalists at the National Innovation and Quality Circle (NIQC) 
Convention, MOE, in late 2009.

The “Move, Idioms!” project has also received coverage by MediaCorp 
News (February 15, 2010) and the Straits Times (March 13, 2010).
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UNESCO-NIE CARE LAUNCH
By Joy Millan, UNESCO-NIE Centre for Arts Research in Education

The official launch of the UNESCO-NIE Centre for Arts 
Research in Education (CARE) held on 9 March 2010 saw a 
gathering of 120 teachers, researchers and arts practitioners 
at the Nanyang Playhouse, NIE. Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, 
NIE officiated at the launch and expressed his support for the 
arts research in education initiative that CARE spearheads.

CARE Coordinator, Asst Prof Lum Chee Hoo and Research 
Assistant Joy Millan presented CARE’s vision and mission, its 
forum activities, and the CARE website (www.unesco-care.
nie.edu.sg). The website includes an arts education research 
database, a searchable, free-access and growing collection 

of resources for arts education. Recordings and transcripts of CARE’s past forums can also be 
viewed at the website.

To make the event more meaningful, the “Forum on the Implementation of Creative Activities 
in the Arts Education Classroom” was also staged. The forum was well received and opened a 
dialogue about the philosophical and pedagogical definitions of creativity in local arts education 
and how it is manifested in school curricula. The esteemed panel of speakers talked about their 
notions of creativity in their particular disciplines. The panel comprised Ms Suriyani Rahamat, 
Dean of Curriculum Studies from the School of the Arts Singapore and three academic staff  
from NIE’s Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group: Assoc Prof Eugene Dairianathan  
(Music), Lecturers Juneo Lee (Visual Arts) and Charlene Rajendaran (Drama).

CARE was established by the Office of the UNESCO 
Regional Advisor for Culture in Asia and the Pacific. 
UNESCO views arts education as important in 
safeguarding cultural diversity and as an important 
entitlement within a quality “Education for All” 
framework. Based on its Asia-Pacific Action Plan, it is 
one of a series of observatories around the Asia-Pacific 
region, including Melbourne, New Zealand, Hong Kong 
and Thailand, which aim to systematize and  
network research in arts education and influence  
policy-making initiatives.

NIE was chosen by UNESCO to contribute to this 
initiative by hosting an observatory. In June 2008, a 
Memorandum of Understanding was signed between 
UNESCO and NIE. UNESCO-NIE CARE started formal 
operations in April 2009 under the purview of NIE’s 
Office of Education Research. In line with its vision to be 

a centre for excellence in arts research in education in Singapore and the region, CARE generates, 
collects and disseminates high-quality research which promotes education in and through the 
arts through a strong collaborative network between NIE, UNESCO and like-minded individuals in 
the Asia-Pacific region.

Arts educators, researchers and practitioners at UNESCO-NIE CARE’s launch and Creativity Forum

The esteemed panel of speakers for the Creativity Forum opened the dialogue about the 
notions of creativity in arts education in Singapore
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Assoc Prof Christine Chin from the Natural Sciences & Science 
Education Academic Group passed away suddenly on Friday, 21 
May 2010. With her demise, the international science education 
fraternity has lost a leading science educator. 

 Dr Chin started work as a science teacher after obtaining a Diploma 
in Education. She then went on to obtain an MSc in biochemistry 
from the University of Toronto, an MA in science education from the 
University of British Columbia, and a PhD in science education from 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

Dr Chin’s research interests span a wide spectrum in science education, 
encompassing for instance, teacher / student questioning, problem-based 
learning and discourse in science. Her publications have appeared in leading 
science education journals such as the Journal of Research in Science 
Teaching, Science Education and International Journal of Science Education. 

Her academic accolades included the William Chandler Bagley Award for 
academic distinction from the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
and the Sng Yew Chong Medal for being the top graduate in the teaching of 
science subjects at the then Institute of Education in Singapore.  

Locally, Dr Chin’s contribution was also significant. She nurtured numerous 
science teachers through the pre-service and graduate courses she 

NIE celebrates 60th Anniversary with Caring 
Teacher Awards Winners
By Vivien Lee and Jolene Tan, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

Following the award ceremony, 
NIE invited the CTA 2010 winners 
and past CTA winners to a dinner 
on 7 May 2010 in commemoration 
of 60 years of teacher education. 
Joining the dinner was a group 
of beginning teachers who 
had contributed to a NIE 60th 
Anniversary commemorative 
book, Teaching is HeartWork. 

Director-General of Education 
Ms Ho Peng, who was Guest-of-
Honour for the dinner, praised NIE 
and ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd for their efforts in organising the CTA. 
ExxonMobil has been supporting the CTA since it started in 1996. 

The guests at the dinner – CTA winners from as far back as 1996, CTA 
judges, MOE and NIE staff who have contributed their relentless support 

CTA 2010 National Winners: (from left) Mr Chan Kar Hong from Kent Ridge Secondary School, 
Mdm June Wong from National Junior College and Mrs Rosiah Giri from Da Qiao Primary School

The Caring Teacher Awards (CTA) came to a close on Thursday, 8 April 2010 with an 
award ceremony to honour the winners. Three National Level winners and 12 National 
Commendation winners receive their awards from Ms Grace Fu, Senior Minister of State, 
Ministry of National Development and Ministry of Education. 

A total of 175 schools nominated their teachers for both the National Level and School 
Level awards.

to CTA – had a wonderful evening 
catching up with one another.

Mrs Cheah Yip Lin, winner of 
the inaugural CTA in 1996 was 
pleasantly surprised to meet her 
ex-student Aisha Farhana, one of 
the contributors to Teaching is 
HeartWork, at the dinner.  Aisha 
had in fact written a line in her 
story with Mrs Cheah in mind.  

Mrs Cheah said, “I was very touched 
by the fact that NIE continues to 

show its care and appreciation after so many years.  I belong to the very 
first group of CTA awardees in 1996, and I am amazed, honoured and 
gratified to be remembered. NIE is a nurturing institution, a great example 
of what it preaches to new teachers… Thank you once again to NIE. I have 
been re-charged and invigorated to carry on teaching.”

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong (5th from left), Director-General of Education Ms Ho Peng (6th from 
left) and Mr Loh Pin Chuan, Public and Government Affairs Manager, ExxonMobil Asia Pacific Pte Ltd  
(7th from left) with CTA winners, judges and NIE colleagues

Tribute to Dr Christine Chin Hui Li
By Assoc Prof R. Subramaniam, Ast Prof Lee Yew Jin & Dr Jennifer Yeo, Natural Sciences & Science Education Academic Group

taught and was also a great mentor to local graduate students. Dr Chin also 
contributed her services generously to the Ministry of Education.

Colleagues and friends from the Natural Sciences & Science Academic Group 
will miss Dr Chin very much. However, she will continue to live on in our 
thoughts and memories.

“Christine made many important contributions to her chosen profession 
of science education not only in Singapore but also internationally ...  So, 
she is gone but professionally not forgotten - her work lives on.”

Prof David F. Treagust, Curtin University of Technology (Australia)  
and President of the Australian Science Education Research Association  

(on behalf of the Australian Science Education Research Association)

“Her professional colleagues like myself have lost somebody who was 
committed to her work, extremely dedicated and an able and important 
scholar in the field ...”

Prof Jonathan Osborne, Stanford University (USA)

“.... we value her contributions and input at numerous international 
science education conferences over the years.  She had many admirers 
within the science education communities in Canada, Europe and the 
USA, and she made significant contributions to international science 
education research.”

Dr Larry D. Yore, University of Victoria (Canada)

Alumni
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Of Gardeners and Fishermen … and Fisher-Ladies
On 30 Dec 2009, some 70 of my school staff spent a morning at 
GardenAsia (along Neo Tiew Crescent – a countryside worth visiting if 
you have not done so), potting plants and hooking up for a catch in the 
pond.  These experiences offer much learning and serve as a good way 
for us educators to reflect on our roles once again, even as we prepare 
ourselves to start the new year. 

I believe there is much gardening can teach us. Being a good teacher 
is a lot like being a good gardener. Good gardeners are optimistic and 
patient. They are able to see the potential in those struggling young 
seedlings and enjoy watching them grow, develop and bloom. They 
give special tender loving care to those few plants that are not thriving. 
They do not blame the plant when it does not grow well; they check the 
growing conditions. Is the soil suitable for the plant? Is the plant getting 
the right amount of water and sunshine? Good gardeners are good 
problem solvers, but realise that sometimes the plant will not grow the 
way they would like it to despite all efforts,

Good gardeners also know the importance of taking care of themselves. 
They pace themselves so they will not overdo it and seek relief from 
the blazing sun. Good gardeners realise that gardening is not all work 
and no play. They take the time to smell the roses along the way. Good 
gardeners enjoy sharing their knowledge and helping other gardeners. 
They willingly pass along tips that have worked for them, share their tools 
and pitch in when the going gets tough. 

By Ng Yeow Ling, Principal, North View Primary School

NIE Holds Farewell Ceremony for Graduands

On 6 May 2010, the Foundation Programmes Office, English Language  
& Literature (ELL) Academic Group, and NIE International jointly organised a 
farewell ceremony for graduands from three programmes - the Postgraduate 
Diploma in English Language Teaching (PGDELT) Leaders and Educators in 
Asia Customised Training Programme (CTP) and Initial Teacher Preparation 
(ITP) for full fee-paying students. The event was graced by Prof Tan Oon Seng, 
Dean, Foundation Programmes Office. 

Ms Yang Jing from the PGDELT programme and Ms Shiarell Cruz from 
the Postgraduate Diploma in Education Programme (an ITP programme) 
delivered their valedictory speeches at this farewell ceremony. 

“It doesn’t really matter,” said Ms Yang in her speech, “how well we did on tests  
or how many literature reviews and research proposals we produced … What 
matters is that we never become afraid to learn something new … My fellow 

By Ramona Tang, English Language & Literature Academic Group and Eric Yeo, Foundation Programmes Office

Besides gardening, we had lots of fun trying our luck at fishing, 
using bamboo rods and mealworms. It strikes me that while 
we were all ‘fishermen and fisher-ladies’ alike, we experienced 
different levels of joy and fulfillment depending on the size of 
our catch. Some of us gave up after a few futile attempts, while 
others, having been thrilled by the first catch, went on to bring 
in another fish, another fish, and yet another fish… When it 
comes to what we do as teachers, our success is undoubtedly 
determined by how many pupils we have reached out to and 
helped, and what we have achieved in our areas of work. Sheer 
hard work and good intention, without the catch, can never 
qualify one as a fisherman. More importantly, our satisfaction and 
joy can only be fueled by seeing the catch in our pail. A ‘fishless 
fisherman’ is an oxymoron.

Teachers are like gardeners who want to grow flowers so we acquire 
knowledge about the flowers such as which place they like, how 
much water they need, when and how they bloom. Teaching is like 
setting out for a catch, and our fulfillment is tied closely to the size 
of our catch and the extent of our impact and influence at the end 
of the day. 

Here is wishing all of you within the education fraternity a fulfilling 
year as we set out as a team of gardeners and fishermen (and fisher-
ladies) to nurture our young and bring in a big harvest in 2010.

CTP and ITP graduands with Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director (7th from right), Prof Tan Oon Seng, 
Dean, Foundation Programmes Office (6th from right) and Assoc Prof Philip Wong, Assoc Dean, 
Foundation Programmes Office (8th from right)

PGDELT graduands with Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director (6th from right), Prof Tan Oon 
Seng, Dean, Foundation Programmes Office (5th from right) and Assoc Prof Lubna Alsagoff, 
Head, English Language & Literature Academic Group (4th from right)

graduates, let our graduation not be the end but be a new beginning ...  
I hope we can apply what we have learned here to our teaching practices and 
continue to dedicate ourselves to being inspirations for our own students.” 

Echoing these sentiments, Ms Cruz said in her address, “This opportunity  
given to us is a sacrifice, a privilege, and a blessing that we will forever  
cherish and remember in our lives - a sacrifice to be apart from our loved 
ones, a privilege to be here and a blessing to learn and discover new  
things apart from what we know. It has been an awesome experience to 
study at NIE.”

Despite his busy schedule, Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE turned up to 
deliver a rousing speech at the end of the ceremony. He emphasised that  
the graduands are now forever a part of the NIE alumni family, and their  
future achievements will be anticipated and celebrated with pride by NIE.
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A Master’s Degree for Achieving New 
Standards of Professionalism in Teaching
By Graduate Programmes & Research Office

NIE is proud to announce the latest 
university-approved Master’s degree 
programme, the Master of Teaching  
(M Teach). The programme combines the 
best of university academic learning and 
workplace professional learning to offer 
participants a sustained experience in 
developing excellence in teaching as  
a profession.  

Aimed at graduate teachers with at least 
two years of experience, the programme 
optimises the theory-practice balance in 
learning situated within their own unique 
professional context. Besides learning from 
university professors with proven expertise 
in education, every teacher participating in 

the programme will also be supported by 
a Professional Learning Mentor (PLM) from 
their own communities of practice. The  
PLM is a guide, a dialogue partner and a  
co-learner in the M Teach participant’s 
learning journey.  

A key feature of the NIE M Teach which 
differentiates it from other Masters 
programmes is the Professional Inquiry 
Project (PIP). The PIP is substantively and 
philosophically different from the academic 
dissertation. It allows participants to 
articulate their knowledge, beliefs and skills 
as these evolve and transform throughout 
the programme.  The PIP is also a platform 
for teacher participants to create and 

demonstrate new professional  
knowledge based on evidence gathered 
from rigorous inquiry that is motivated 
by concerns and possibilities from their 
professional contexts. 

Graduates of the NIE M Teach will set new 
standards of excellence in their schools 
and communities of practice by becoming 
change agents who will transform practice 
in and outside the classroom!

The programme is scheduled to receive its 
first intake in August 2011.
  
Do visit www.nie.edu.sg/mteach 
for regular updates on the application dates.

23rd Biennial Conference of 
the Asian Association for 

Biology Education
18 – 20 October 2010 NIE, Singapore

Assoc Prof Diong Cheong Hoong
Email:  cheonghoong.diong@nie.edu.sg

NIE Director’s Race 2010 15 October 2010 NIE, Singapore
Ms Lynn Chew

Email:  lynn.chew@nie.edu.sg

International Alliance Meeting 5 – 7 October 2010 NIE, Singapore
Ms Lynn Chew

Email:  lynn.chew@nie.edu.sg

Citi-NIE Financial Literacy Conference 
2010 - Sustainability & Scalability

www.finlit.nie.edu.sg
28 August 2010 M Hotel

Dr Koh Noi Keng
Email:  noikeng.koh@nie.edu.sg

National Accounting Quiz 21 July 2010
Ngee Ann Polytechnic 

Convention Centre
Dr Koh Noi Keng

Email:  noikeng.koh@nie.edu.sg

Teachers’ Investiture 
Ceremony (July) 2010 13 – 15 July 2010

NTU Nanyang 
Auditorium

Mrs Mak Lek Cher
Email:  lekcher.mak@nie.edu.sg

APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO HIGHER DEGREE PROGRAMMES – JANUARY 2011 INTAKE

Higher Degree Programmes by Research
Opens from 2 May 2010 to 31 July 2010

P l e a s e  r e f e r  t o  o u r  w e b s i t e  w w w . n i e . e d u . s g / j a n 2 0 1 1  f o r  m o r e  d e t a i l s . 

Higher Degree Programmes by Coursework
Opens from 3 to 25 July 2010
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