


Table talk with Professor Lee Wing On, Dean, Offi  ce of Education Research
By Karina Wong Jing-Ya, Offi  ce of Education Research

Step into the offi ce of the newly appointed Dean of Education 
Research and you will be greeted by an extensive book 
collection. These books are Professor Lee Wing On’s cherished 
possessions and have travelled around the world with him each 
time he moves from one country to another. 

Prof Lee is renowned for his research in the fi elds of comparative 
education, citizenship education and moral and values education. 
He joins NIE from the Hong Kong Institute of Education, where he 
served as Chair Professor of Comparative Education. 

Focus on Research
On why he decided to take up his current appointment, 
Prof Lee says he was attracted by NIE’s research agenda, 
particularly its focus on pedagogy research. 

“Few, or even no institutions have set off to say that pedagogy 
research is the fl agship of focus,” he says. “I believe the 
institution will become the best pedagogy centre in the world 
and I want to be a part of it.”

Since his arrival in April 2010, Prof Lee has been busy working 
on a mid-term review of education research in NIE, among other 
things. The report will document the achievements of NIE in 
terms of its research thus far in the 5-year funding cycle. 

“My goal is for everyone to feel proud of this report,” says Prof 
Lee. “It will outline the fact that we have developed something 
very unique for the Singapore educational system. I want it to 
become a legacy for Singapore’s educational history.”

A Sense of Belonging 
Over the years, Prof Lee has served in various capacities all 
over the world. In his years of living and working in a number 
of countries, he has discovered colleagues in the different 
countries to be extremely hospitable.

At NIE, Prof Lee has once again noticed the familiar sense of 
warmth extended to him by his co-workers. 

“NIE has a very positive and supportive working environment,” 
says Prof Lee. “Everyone has been very welcoming, which 
made settling in a lot easier. I am grateful to have so many 
good colleagues.”

Prof Lee is optimistic about what lies ahead for him here in 
NIE, which he views as “forward-looking” and an “institution of 
promise”. He believes this appointment will offer him signifi cant 
opportunities to shape research in the area of pedagogy.

With his contributions in the next few years, education research 
in NIE will undoubtedly continue to thrive and progress.
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Editor’s Say

Prof Lee Wing On

Noteworthy Achievements
Professor Lee Wing On has a record of notable appointments 
and achievements. He was the fi rst Director of the Comparative 
Research Education Centre at the University of Hong Kong in 
1994. This establishment has since become a prominent centre 
for comparative education in the world. 

In 1998, he became the founding Dean of the School of 
Foundations in Education at the Hong Kong Institute of 
Education (HKIEd). In 2005, he was appointed Professor 
of Education and Director (International) of the College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of Sydney in 
Australia, where he served until he returned to HKIEd in 2007 as 
Vice President (Academic) and Deputy to the President.

Prof Lee also has a list of awards to his name. He was awarded 
the Medal of Honour by the Hong Kong Government, and 
the Bronze Medal Educator Award and Education Innovation 
Award by the Educational Art Research Association and the 
Educational Development Forum in Beijing, China. This year, 
he received the Hong Kong Soka Gakkai International (HKSGI) 
Award from the association.

Most recently in June 2010, Prof Lee was elected President 
of the World Council of Comparative Education Societies, a 
renowned world organisation with a history of 40 years.

That was the message by the International Olympic 
Committee President Jacques Rogge to the youth athletes 
of the world at the Youth Olympic Games (YOG) 
opening ceremony.

It set the tone for 13 glorious days of more than just games 
and displays of excellent skills, grit and determination during 
the competition but also of friendly rivalries, respecting each 
other, breaking down barriers and making many historical 
fi rsts. The novel approach of mixed events in some games, 
where athletes of different countries are paired or grouped 
together to compete against others, showed how sports 
can transcend boundaries. 

The Youth Olympic Games was hailed as a huge success 
and the young athletes and offi cials from a record 204 
National Olympic Committees experienced more than just 
a slice of Singapore but immersed themselves in a myriad 
of activities that showcased Singapore and the unique 
“Singapore spirit”. The merging of culture and education 
with sports was lauded by many and this experience 
would certainly help prepare the youths for life beyond the 
sporting arena.

NIE is proud to have been the education partner of the 
YOG with our plaza serving as the heart of the Youth 
Olympic Village. More than 2,500 NIE and NTU staff and 
students volunteered at the YOG in various capacities and 
we are very sure they will testify to having had a unique, 
once in a lifetime experience that will stay with them for the 
rest of their lives. 

As we mark the end of the YOG, a new chapter begins in 
the lives of close to 2,000 of our students who graduated 
in July. Joining schools during that time would mean 
they would have been in the thick of the YOG action, 
performing various roles. They would have witnessed the 
drama, emotions and inspiring stories of determination 
and perseverance, and of character, beliefs and values. All 
these attributes are surely shaped by various people in their 
lives and the experiences they have had. As educators, our 
new graduands are in an important and powerful position 
to shape many young hearts and minds. They would know 
that the 21st century teachers’ role goes well beyond 
classroom teaching and that every interaction with their 
pupils is an opportunity for teaching and learning. With this 
message fi rmly rooted in their time at NIE and reminded 
once again at their investiture, we are confi dent they would 
go forth and make a difference to the future of our society. 

To be a champion, you have to inspire 
admiration for your character, as well as for 
your physical talent … if you can reach that 
pinnacle, if you are ready to serve as role 
models for your generation, then you will all be 
champions irrespective of your rankings.

all bwill
ngs.
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In April 2010, NIE welcomed Professor Lee Kar Shui from the University of Hong Kong 

as its visiting scholar. During his two-day visit from 19 – 20 April, NIE was privileged to 

have Prof Lee sharing his insights on language use in Hong Kong. 

At Prof Lee’s seminar titled A Review of Language Use in Hong Kong on 19 April, 

we were honoured to have Ms Ho Peng, Director-General of Education, Ministry of 

Education (MOE) and other MOE offi cers gracing the occasion. Prof Lee presented 

on the unique phenomenon of biliteracy and trilingualism in Hong Kong, discussed its 

development over the past few decades, and analysed the reasons for the observed 

overall decline in the Chinese and English language competencies of its users. 

The impact of the decline in language standards in Hong Kong and feasible remedies 

to the problem were also discussed.  

On the second day of his second seminar on 20 April, Prof Lee shared his experience 

of teaching the judges of the judiciary of the HKSAR to write their judgements in 

Chinese. The close relationship between the cultivation of basic language ability and 

the writing of Chinese texts for special purposes was examined. 

During the two-day seminar, Prof Lee engaged the audience with his witty sense of 

humour and in-depth analysis of language-related matters. Both seminars 

were chaired by Assoc Prof Goh Yeng Seng (Head, ALC). 

The Opening of the National Institute of Education - Youth 

Olympic Village (NIE-YOV) Legacy Sculpture Project was 

offi ciated by NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong on 23 April 

2010 at The Art Gallery.  This special exhibition showcased 

22 NIE Visual Art students’ proposals for the NIE-YOV 

Legacy sculpture. 

Prof Lee Sing Kong in his address praised the students and 

staff who supervised the project for completing it over a 

commendable 12 lessons. He drew signifi cance to the Opening 

as it is Singapore’s inaugural hosting of the YOG and “NIE is 

proud to be the hub of the Youth Olympic Village.” 

The NIE-YOV Legacy Sculpture Project was conceived by 

Mr Alan Ch’ng, Divisional Director of Corporate Planning & 

Development in November 2009 and he approached VPA to 

come up with a YOV legacy item to commemorate NIE as the 

“Games Village Square” of the Youth Olympic Games (YOG).  

Two VPA staff, renowned artist and Adjunct Senior Fellow Mr Tang Da Wu and lecturer Ms Ching Chor 

Leng were tasked to guide the students to work on proposals for the project.  Ms Ching felt it was 

a meaningful idea as it is an artwork to commemorate the inaugural Youth Olympic Games. In her 

speech, she mentioned that it is a project made by the Youth for the Youth. Ms Ching also cheered 

the students on by quoting Assoc Prof Chia Wei Khuan, Head, VPA who said, “All the students can 

be proud of themselves. They are all winners. They have gone not the extra mile but many miles for 

the project.”

The winning entry was selected after much deliberation by three judges: Assoc Prof Teo-Koh Sock 

Miang from Physical Education & Sports Science Academic Group, Asst Prof Susie Lingham and 

Mrs Cecily Cheo from VPA. 
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By Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

By Po Sok Yee, Visual & Performing Arts (VPA) Academic Group

Prof Lee Kar Shui from the University of Hong Kong 
(top) sharing his views on language use in Hong Kong with 
the audience

Miss Ayu with her winning entry titled “Whirlpool 2”

The winning entry was created by Miss Ayu for her 

work titled “Whirlpool 2”. In her artist statement, 

Miss Ayu mentioned that it was titled “Whirlpool 

2” as whirlpools usually occur in water. However, 

this “whirlpool” is on land, hence the number 

“2”.  It is also a fusion of 2 inspirations - the 

amazing energy and drive of young athletes who 

are capable of leaving a remarkable print for the 

world to see, as well as the artist being in awe of 

nature’s beauty as Singapore is covered in a sea 

of green. 

Ms Ayu receiving her award from NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong

The III International Conference in Physical Education and Sports 
Science (ICPESS) was successfully held from 25 to 28 May 
2010 at NIE. Organised by the Physical Education and Sports 
Science (PESS) Academic Group, ICPESS 2010 was part of NIE’s 
celebration of 60 years of teacher education in Singapore and was 
also a designated Youth Olympic Games conference.

The conference was offi cially declared opened by Dr Ng Eng 
Hen, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence at 
Suntec City, where a grand opening ceremony was held jointly 
with the Ministry of Education’s Sports Conference.

Themed “Youth in Physical Education and Sport”, the four-
day event was well attended by about 800 local and overseas 
delegates from 30 different countries. Delegates include 
scholars, researchers, academicians, health care professionals, 

PE teachers, coaches, sports scientists, sports medicine 
practitioners and graduate students. 200 student volunteers 
from PESS also contributed to the success of the conference. 

The conference ended on a high note with NIE Director Prof Lee 
Sing Kong closing it on 28 May after a video presentation of the 
conference highlights and a gala performance by PESS students. 

By Assoc Prof G. Balasekaran, Secretary General for ICPESS 2010 

NIE Director Prof Lee 
Sing Kong posing with 
the secretariat team 
comprising of students 
and staff
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NIE Council Member and Staff  
Bestowed National Day Honours 2010

By Human Resource Department

The Human Resource Department organises a convention 
annually for sharing of innovative ideas and recognising 
outstanding contributions from staff and departments in 
organisational learning. The 2010 Innovation & Quality Circle 
(IQC) Convention was held on 20 and 21 May. 

At the convention, 15 teams across various departments shared 
what they had done to improve productivity through innovative 
problem-solving to close service and process gaps at work.  For 
example, two teams from the Computer Services Centre, Arctic 
Fox and Peppermints, won the top inaugural STAR award. Arctic 
Fox presented ways of reducing work risks while Peppermints 
showed how they improved communication at the workplace.  

The Guest-of-Honour, NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong, 
complimented the teams and other winners for their efforts. 
He noted that many teams were formed by staff from different 
divisions and encouraged inter-department collaborations and 
learning. For example, the WISE team comprised representatives 
from Psychological Studies, Policy & Leadership Studies and 
Early Childhood & Special Needs academic groups and Learning 
Sciences Lab. WISE’s recommended application form for part-
timers was eventually adopted by other academic groups. 

Awards were also given to recognize the staff, IQC team and 
departments which have contributed the highest number of 
suggestions. They included the Pathway team from the Centre 
for Research in Pedagogy and Practice, Offi ce of Education 
Research (OER), Development and Estate Department, and 
Ms Celia Lim from OER. In addition, team 856 from the Library 
and Information Services Centre (LIBRIS) and three staff were 
rewarded for their creative and effective solutions with the 
Best IQC Suggestion of the Year 2009 Award and Best Staff 
Suggestion of the Year 2009 Award respectively. 

The suggestions by team 856 and three staff aim to increase 
work quality, productivity and enhance service standards. 

1. Find What You Need More Quickly at Library 
Thanks to team 856, users can now save time in searching for 
different media sources located at different parts of the library for 
the same content. Team 856 implemented a simple and effective 
solution by putting a cross-reference label on related items. 

2. Go on a Library Tour at Your Own Time and Pace
Not able to attend the library tour? Not to worry, Mr Hilary Ho 
from LIBRIS recommends that you go on a virtual visit of the 
library simply by downloading its podcast. 

3. More User-Friendly Form for New Staff 
To apply for their IT needs, new staff will now only need to fi ll in 
one form designed by Mr Geh Beng Juah from the Academic 
Computing and Information Services Division instead of four 
different forms. 

4. Spurring IQCs to Strive for Excellence
 Ms Cheryl Leong from the Human Resource Department 
recommended a different incentive scheme to encourage more 
participation from staff in IQCs. Implemented at this year’s 
convention, a higher incentive is given to the best teams, the 
Star Award winners, instead of rewarding the Star and Gold 
award recipients the same amount. 

Her Excellency Dr Moudhi Al-Humoud, Minister for Education 
and Higher Education, Kuwait visited NIE on 17 June 2010, to 
learn more about teacher education in Singapore.

His Excellency Martin Harvey, New Zealand’s High 
Commissioner having discussions with Prof Lee on ICT in 
Education during his visit to NIE on 20 May 2010.

Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director (5th from left) with Star Award winner, Team Arctic Fox

Gold Award Winner, Team STE, with Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director (5th from left), Mr Alan 
Ch’ng, Divisional Director, Corporate Planning and Development (3rd from right) with IQC 
Assessors, Ms Adelaide Chang (6th from left) Consultant, Apex Leader Associates, and Mr 
Sebastian Zheng, Air Engineering Offi cer, MINDEF (5th from right)

Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director (4th from left) with Star Award winner, Team Peppermints

Congratulations to our NIE Council Member and staff who have been bestowed with National Day Honours 2010 by the President 
of the Republic of Singapore! 

The National Day Honours are awarded in recognition of their contributions to education in Singapore and commitment to the 
Institute and the University.
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in White Sands 

Primary School

The inaugural Singapore 2010 Youth Olympic Games 
– it is a fi rst for the International Olympic Committee 
and for Singapore, and what a success it was! The 
competition at the elite youth level was keen and 
competitive. The support of fans and volunteers was 
heartwarming! All these made the event a memorable 
one in Singapore’s history.

Team NIE, although very much behind the scenes 
in this high profi le event, played a very signifi cant 
role in the success of the Youth Olympic Village 
(YOV).  Since the middle of 2008, we have been 
working with the Singapore Youth Olympic 
Games Organising Committee (SYOGOC) to plan, 
implement infrastructural works and improvements 
to the campus in preparation for the YOV.  While 
the YOV was abuzz with activities during the 
Games, Team NIE was ever-ready to render 
assistance to SYOGOC to ensure smooth 
operations of the Village.

Team NIE also planned and implemented 
several initiatives to ensure that all departments 
and offi ces continued to operate while the 
campus transformed into the YOV, albeit under 
challenging constraints. Our Programme 
Offi ces did a fi ne job of working around altered 
semester dates, operating out of campus 

locations and managing new admissions. Some
divisions were relocated before the YOV and moved back after the event, while other 
departments displayed their adaptability by arranging for alternative work measures. 

I would like to commend the members of Team NIE: - Development and Estate Department (DED); Academic Computing and 
Information Services (ACIS); Centre for User Support (CUS); Computer Services Centre (CSC); Finance (FIN); Human Resource 
(HR); Library and Information Services Centre (LIBRIS); Public, International and Alumni Relations (PIAR); Strategic Planning and 
Corporate Services (SPCS); Student Services Centre (SSC), and the Programme Offi ces. We have been on this project since 
it started in mid-2008 with many sacrifi cing weekends at the height of the infrastructure works, bump-in and out phases. NIE 
colleagues from the academic, management and corporate services have all co-operated and provided feedback and suggestions 
throughout the operations of the YOV – Thank you!  

Indeed Team NIE has done well, living and walking our NIE core values – being professional and collegial, upholding our integrity, 
embracing change and appreciating diversity of backgrounds and strengths!   

Go Team NIE!

By Alan Ch’ng, Divisional Director, Corporate Planning 
& Development

By Ms Karen Low, HOD PE, CCA & Aesthetics, 
White Sands Primary School

NIE, as the Village Square of the Youth Olympic Village, served as a 
gathering point for Culture and Education Programme (CEP) activities, 
equipped with retail outlets and a dining hall.

The Friends@YOG programme was launched 
in December 2008 to link local schools up with 
all the National Olympic Committees (NOCs) as 
part of the legacy for the Singapore 2010 Youth 
Olympic Games (YOG).  
 
In White Sands Primary School, Olympic 
values are incorporated into selected lessons 
across subjects such as English, Mathematics, 
Science, CME, Art and Craft, Health Education 
and of course, Physical Education. The annual 
inter-class competitions are re-designed into 
Olympic Challenges with a different theme for 
each level. Other school events such as the 
International Friendship Day, P6 Graduation 
Party and Lower Primary Games are also used 
to promote Olympic Education. 
 
In the annual graduation party for the Primary 
Six pupils last year, the party was planned 
along the theme of Arabian Tales as Saudi 
Arabia was the school’s twinning NOC. The 
party featured an Arabian costume parade, 
modifi ed party games like ‘The Carpet Ride’ 
and ‘Borch Relay’ and even Middle Eastern 
fi nger food.

During the YOG, pupils would receive regular 
updates related on the event. For example, 
the school was informed that the Journey of 
the Youth Olympic Flame (Torch Relay) would 
include White Sands Primary School as part of 
the route and three pupils had been selected 
as torchbearers for the relay. 

Besides cheering for the athletes at various 
game venues, a YOG news corner was put up 
to keep pupils updated on the games. Quizzes 
were also organised to encourage pupils to 
gather the latest information about the games.

Through active participation in the YOG, 
the school has inculcated a global outlook 
among its pupils, emphasizing the importance 
of maintaining harmonious ties with other 
countries. It has also encouraged sports 
excellence in its core sports CCA members 
and emphasized the importance of a healthy 
lifestyle among pupils and staff. 

8 9



“As an educator, I fi rmly believe that there is no greater calling than to educate 
about the art of living,” said Claire Yip, Valedictorian for the Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (Primary) programme, in her address during the 
Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony.

Claire’s statement neatly sums up the role of the 21st century teachers – 
not simply to teach subjects set out in the curriculum but also to inculcate 
in our young the values of life. Her belief is also in line with society’s 
expectations of today’s teachers.

Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence, 
highlighted in his address that teachers are no longer expected to only teach 

as society also looks to them to “imbue in our young, the right values and 
attributes of a cultivated society.” Dr Eng was Guest of Honour for day one of 

the ceremony.

Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE also reiterated the important role that teachers play in students’ lives. “Your 
every word and deed will impact and shape the life of your students. Each and every interaction and engagement 
you have with your students is a story waiting to be told. Turn your encounters into good stories – one that is 
positive in experience, sweet in memories and inspiring to others. You can make a difference!” said Prof Lee.

From 13 to 15 July 2010, NIE held the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony July 2010 for close to 2,000 teachers. This 
bi-annual graduation event for new teachers serves to impress upon them that they are now qualifi ed teachers 
who have committed to “lead, care and inspire” their charges.

21st Century Teachers: 

Ms Claire Yip, 
Valedictorian for the 
Postgraduate Diploma 
in Education (Primary) 
programme

“Remember that we teach not just to prepare 
our students for examinations, for while 
examinations are extremely important, what is 
even more important is that our students are 
well-prepared for life as adults, so that they 
are able to lead meaningful lives as confi dent 
persons, concerned citizens and active 
contributors to our society.”

Tan Soon Hui, Valedictorian for Postgraduate 
Diploma in Education (JC) programme

Touching Hearts and Transforming Minds
By Vivien Lee, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

Winners of the Outstanding Young Educators Award (OYEA): (From left) Miss Yuen Chai Lin 
from Pioneer Secondary School, Mr Samuel Lim Kok Boon from Swiss Cottage Secondary 
School and Mr Muhammad Fadylla Rashiman from Boon Lay Garden Primary School with 
Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence. The three teachers 
were chosen because they inspired their students and went many extra miles for them. 

Ms Grace Fu, Senior Minister of State, 
Ministry of National Development and 
Ministry of Education (4th from right) posing 
with NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong (5th 
from right) and graduands. Ms Fu was the 
Guest of Honour for day two of TIC.

Mrs Tan Ching Yee (2nd from left), 
Permanent Secretary, MOE and 
Chairperson, NIE Council and Ms Ho 
Peng (extreme left), Director-General 
of Education, MOE posing with some 
recipients of the MOE Postgraduate 
Scholarship. Mrs Tan was the Guest of 
Honour for the third day of TIC.
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Ms Ho Peng, Director-General of Education, 
MOE leading the new teachers in reciting 
the Teachers Pledge
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Graduands gathering for pictures before going their separate ways 
to teach in schools around Singapore
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RESEARCH

By Dr Ang Su Yin, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

A research team headed by Assoc Prof Kerry Lee, Deputy Head 
of the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice (CRPP) 
and Principal Investigator of Applied Cognitive Development Lab 
(ACDL), has been conducting a longitudinal study investigating 
the relationship between working memory and mathematics 
profi ciencies. Their fi ndings suggest that the relationship may 
be causal in nature. Working memory refers to processes 
involved in the simultaneous representation and manipulation of 
information and is involved in reasoning, problem solving, and 
other higher cognitive processes.

In an ongoing study, a second team also headed by Assoc 
Prof Lee is using the fi ndings from the longitudinal study for 
an intervention study. The team consists of Dr Ang Su Yin 
(ACDL, CRPP), Assoc Prof Ng Swee Fong (Mathematics and 
Mathematics Education Academic Group), Asst Prof Kenneth 
Poon (Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic 
Group) and Asst Prof Chelsea Chew (Psychological Studies 
Academic Group). 

Previous studies focusing on working memory−based 
intervention have aimed largely at adult and clinical populations. 
There are only two studies that have examined whether 
improvements in working memory capacity can be observed in 
children and whether working memory−based intervention has 
fl ow-on effects on academic performance. 

Using a suite of game-like adaptive computer programmes 
developed by the ACDL, Assoc Prof Lee is working with a 
number of schools to fi eld-test the effectiveness of working 
memory intervention on academic performance of Primary 1 
pupils who have been selected for the Learning Support for 
Mathematics programme. 

The programme consists of a series of four games similar to 
computer games enjoyed by primary school children. In addition 
to hand-eye coordination, advancement in the game requires 
a degree of remembrance and updating of certain information 
from the games that is not usually encountered in commercially 
available games. Designed as an initial proof-of-concept, the 
study will provide information on whether playing the games 
over a 10-week period have benefi cial effects on children’s 
academic performance.  

Furthermore, the study will provide specifi c information on 
whether any positive effects are due to exposure to active 
elements built into the game or more generic effects associated 
with the attentional benefi ts of concentrated game play.  

Testing and training have begun and we expect to have initial 
fi ndings by the end of this year. Colleagues who want to know 
more about this study can contact Assoc Prof Lee (kerry.lee@
nie.edu.sg) or Dr Ang (suyin.ang@nie.edu.sg).

The 2nd World Conference on Arts Education was held in 
Korea from 25-28 May 2010, staged by the United Nations 
Educational, Scientifi c and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) and 
hosted by the government of the Republic of Korea. 

The conference is the largest global event in the area of arts 
education. This year’s conference saw a successful gathering 
of some 2,000 state offi cials, arts educators, artists and 
researchers from across the globe at the massive Coex building 
in Seoul. 

Dr Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO, graced the 
opening ceremony and pronounced, “I am deeply committed 
that UNESCO continues to explore new avenues of thinking and 
action in the area of arts education. Our organisation will also 
play a key role in steering international consensus towards the 
establishment of a set of priority goals on the development of 
arts education.”

This 2nd World Conference on Arts Education built on the work 
of the 1st World Conference in Portugal, specifi cally with regard 
to the Road Map for Arts Education. The Road Map, distributed 
to UNESCO Member States, aimed to establish a common 
understanding of arts education and provide policy-guiding 
recommendations. 

In Korea, discussions were held to evaluate the impact and 
effectiveness of this Road Map and to subsequently draft the 
“Seoul Agenda: Goals for the Development of Arts Education”. 
The Seoul Agenda is an action-oriented document which 

contains a set of long-term development objectives for arts 
education. UNESCO recommends that Member States, along 
with its partners and communities, accept these goals when 
elaborating on and implementing arts education strategies in 
their respective contexts.

The establishment of the network of observatories, of which 
CARE is a part of, was acknowledged as an important response 
to UNESCO’s call for the promotion of arts education. Their 
role in arts education research was recognised in the Seoul 
Agenda as one of two concrete proposals—namely, to establish 
international research networks to promote the sustainability 
of arts education. Such research observatories have also been 
important in meeting the target of systemizing and promoting 
arts education practices through clearinghouses or bodies.

Asst Prof Lum Chee Hoo and Joy Millan, both from the 
UNESCO-NIE Centre for Arts Research in Education (CARE) 
were invited to participate in the conference. Asst Prof Lum 
presented a joint paper on the work of CARE, focusing on the 
areas of systematizing arts education research, its facilitation 
and the role of networking. 

Towards these ends, CARE has set up an online arts education 
research database, stages arts education forums and continues 
to network with local and regional arts education stakeholders. 
CARE also has plans to generate research on best practices in 
arts education and meta-analysis studies. CARE acknowledged 
the invaluable support extended by NIE, as well as its advisory 
group members in helping the Centre to achieve its goals. 

Screenshot of one of the games known as the “Post Bear Game”

UNESCO-NIE CARE at the UNESCO 2nd World 

Conference on Arts Education
By Joy Millian, UNESCO-NIE Centre for Arts Research in Education

Asst Prof Lum Chee Hoo (2nd from left) participating in the panel discussion on the challenges and future of UNESCO Observatories and UNESCO Chairs
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By Jacques See, National Institute of Education International

The “Leaders in Education Programme International” (LEPI) held 
its sixth run for a cohort of 47 participants from 26 July to 6 
August 2010.  The largest cohort to-date, participants consisted 
of principals, teacher supervisors, commanders of military 
schools, ministry offi cials and university administrators from a 
total of 21 countries.

NIE carried out the two-week executive leadership programme, 
themed “Change & Innovation”, at Grand Park City Hall hotel.  A 
rich learning experience took the participants through thought-
provoking lectures, active ‘syndicate’ group discussions, 
refl ective project work and enriching school visits. 

As part of the learning journey, institutional visits were made to 
North Vista Primary School, Woodlands Secondary School 
and Northlight School to have a better understanding of 
Singapore Education. 

Each participant came with a heart to learn, to share; embracing 
a common vision of improving their school and recognising the 
need for organisational change.

LEPI was successfully conducted in 2010 and would look 
forward to a new cohort in July 2011.  NIE thank the support 
of and partnership with the Ministry of Education, Singapore 
who sponsored eight participants from ASEAN countries and 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs who awarded 16 scholarships 
under the Singapore Cooperation Programme managed by the 
Technical Cooperation Directorate.

Teams answering questions in a gameshow format for the semi-fi nal and fi nal rounds of 
the competition 

Audience taking part in a separate contest run at the same time as the main contest on stage

By Dr Koh Noi Keng, Senior Lecturer, Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group

More than one thousand participants attended the biggest 
National Accounting Quiz 2010 (NAQ2010), held at Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic Convention Centre on 21 July 2010 to witness 
students from 70 secondary schools participate in a series 
of accounting-related activities. This competition provides a 
platform for them to revise their accounting concepts and to 
stimulate their passion for accounting.  

At this year’s 7th NAQ2010, students who are taking Principles 
of Accounts participate in this annual competition.  Participants 
in the Preliminary Round attempted the quiz individually and 
submitted their answers by SMS using their mobile phones.   
Individual participant scores were automatically tracked and the 
top participants were recognised with Certifi cates of Distinction 
or Merit depending on performance. 

Principles of Accounts is offered to upper secondary school 
students as a GCE ‘N’ level and ‘O’ level subject. At NIE, the 
pedagogy for teaching this subject is offered as a Curriculum 
Studies to Postgraduate Diploma in Education (Sec) student 
teachers with an Accountancy or Business degree. 

Five teams made it through to the semi-fi nal round, with two of 
these teams proceeding to the fi nal round.  The semi-fi nal and 
fi nal rounds were played on stage in a gameshow format.     

The audience was not left out! Student teams sitting in the 
audience could attempt the semi-fi nal and fi nal round questions 
using radio-transmitting Classroom Performance System (CPS) 

“clickers” in a separate contest run at the same time as the 
main contest on stage.   

Ngee Ann Secondary School emerged as the Champion 
followed by St. Andrew’s Secondary School as the 1st runner-
up. The 2nd runner-up teams were St. Gabriel’s Secondary 
School, Kent Ridge Secondary School and Westwood 
Secondary School. The winners received cash prizes, 
generously sponsored by the sponsors of the event.

Feedback from the participants was very positive. 93% of the 
student respondents of the survey strongly agreed or agreed 
that the event was interesting while 81% strongly agreed or 
agreed that the event increased their level of interest 
in accounting. 

Cheers to our Principles of Accounting students and teachers, 
as well as kudos to our wonderful partners at Ngee Ann 
Polytechnic, and of course, to our generous sponsors for 
making this annual event possible.

The NAQ 2010 was organised by the School of Business & 
Accountancy, Ngee Ann Polytechnic in collaboration with the 
Association of Commerce Educators Singapore (ACES) and the 
National Institute of Education (NIE).  The event’s sponsors are 
CPA Australia, MYOB, LCCI and eInstruction (S) Pte Ltd.  

Mr Renat Zamanov
High School Principal (Tatarstan)

I have never been in such a knowledgeable 
and caring environment at the same time! All 
trainers represented a wonderful mixture of
professionalism, wisdom, experience and humanity.

This particular programme is quite different 
from other trainings I attended… My two weeks 
in Singapore is a life learning, unforgettable 
experience.  It is an honour for me to participate 
in an enjoying, fascinating, well-structured, very 
constructive training program.  It’s so amazing 
to see the simultaneous diversity, interaction, 
equal participation of positive inter-dependent 
participants from all the participating countries. 
So for me, going back to my homeland with a 
wealth of knowledge in rich theories, high skills 
in application of different intervention strategies, 
I simply say I will walk the talk and talk the walk.

Ms Vaiaso Finau-Paulo
Principal Offi cer of Ministry of Education, Sports & Culture (Samoa)
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NNIE AAlummnni 

By Vivien Lee, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

At the recent NTU Convocation July 2010, 
Valedictorian Yick Jue Ru from the Bachelor 
of Arts (Education) programme became the 
fi rst NIE recipient of the prestigious NTU 
Koh Boon Hwee Award. This award is given 
to top NTU students who have achieved 
excellent academic performance, displayed 
strong leadership ability and demonstrated 

potential for contributing to society. 

About Yick Jue Ru
• Graduated with First Class Honours from the BA(Ed) course  
 in NIE in 2010. 
• Valedictorian for class of 2010 and recipient of the Nanyang  
 Association Graduates Book Prize.
• Awarded the prestigious Koh Boon Hwee Scholars Award 
 (previously known as NTU Scholars Award), where she
 honoured two teachers (Ms Lau Houw Ping from Temasek 
 Junior College and Dr Eugene Dairianathan from NIE),
 who have played an instrumental role and served as great
 inspirational fi gures in the course of her education.
• Clinched the fi rst prize at the Llangollen International
 Music Eisteddfod held in Wales as part of the Singapore Arts
 Sphere Chamber Ensemble in 2009.  She has since obtained
 her Diploma in Piano Performance and Diploma in Yangqin
 Performance (Distinction) from the Associated Board of the
 Royal School of Music. 
• Served as the yangqin principal in Singapore Youth Chinese
 Orchestra, Jue Ru has performed a yangqin concerto,
 (Phoenix) with the Singapore Chinese Orchestra (SCO) in
 June 2009.  Same year, she also performed and took part in
 music exchange programme at Llangollen and Tainan
 University of the Arts, amidst other engagements with the
 Arts Sphere Chamber ensemble.   
• Currently teaching H2 ‘A’ level music at St. Andrew’s 
 Junior College.

Benjamin Lim Yi was recently featured in 
Lianhe Zaobao as one of the six young local 
composers, all born in the 80s, ‘to look 
out for’. Of all the six featured composers, 
Benjamin was the only non Yong Siew Toh 
Conservatory of Music graduate composer. 
The feature also mentioned his mentorship 
under Dr Kelly Tang of NIE, during his time at 

NIE under the BA(Ed) programme. 

About Benjamin Lim Yi:
• Graduated in 2009 from the BA(Ed) course in NIE. 
• Valedictorian for class of 2009 and awarded the NIE Award
 and the Association of Nanyang University Graduates Gold
 Medal. Majored in Music and Composition under Dr Kelly Tang. 
• Was also one of three student teachers selected for the
 pioneer batch of exchange with the Institute of Education,
 University of Reading in June 2009, which allowed him the
 chance to teach music in a local British school, Maiden Erlegh.
• Recent works include a commission for Chinese Orchestra
 by the MOE Co-Curricular Activities Branch for the 17th
 National Chinese Orchestra Music Camp held in June 2010,
 as well as a recent completion of a fi lm soundtrack for local
 independent fi lm, ‘Forever’, directed by veritable local director
 WEE Li Lin. Benjamin is currently working on a sheng solo
 for a Singapore Chinese Orchestra premiere in September as
 well as a Singapore Lyric Opera Children’s Choir commission
 in December.
• Still an avid performer of the sheng and guitar, Benjamin
 frequently performs with The TENG Ensemble. 
• His next outing with TENG is a premiere of Dr Kelly Tang’s 
 piece, ‘Kallang Uproar’ for the Youth Olympic Games.
• Currently teaching in the Music Elective Programme and
 International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme at Anglo
 Chinese School (Independent). 

It has been an honour studying at NIE, to meet 
the many inspirational lecturers who are not only 
remarkable in their subject area, but also great 
educators. Their unrelenting support and nurturing 
are fuel to my humble achievements today. Fellow 
juniors at NIE, be daring to explore and reach for 
your goal. You can achieve as long as you set your 
heart to it!

The unwavering support and excellent training I 
received under the NIE BA(Ed) music programme 
has launched me to where I am today. More 
importantly, my teachers instilled in me a passion 
for learning and an inquisitive mind. I will never 
forget my days at NIE!

TThheee MMLSSS pproogrraamme helps you 
iinn yyyoour ccontiinuuoous pprofessional 
ddeevvveelooppmeentt tto become 
eexxeemmpplaaaryy leeaadeers, people 
mmmaannnaggeeers, andd expeerts in 
tteeaacchiingg aandd llearninng.  As yyou 
ggrraaddduaattee ttodday,, we hope yoou 
wwwilll bee aaablle tto hhelp yyour schhool 
ttoo lleeeadd inittiaativvees in curricuula 
aannddd innstttruuctiionaal addvances and 
bbrrinngg yyooourr scchhoool too new levvels 
ooff aaacchhieeeveemeennt.
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Benjamin Lim
Bachelor of Arts (Education), 2009

PProof LLeee Sinng KKKonng
DDireectorr,, NNIEE

Yick Jue Ru
Bachelor of Arts (Education), 2010

On 22 July 2010 afternoon, the Civil Service College Auditorium 
was bustling with faces full of joy and happiness. These are 
the graduands of the Management and Leadership in Schools 
(MLS) programme, a leadership course conducted by NIE. The 
graduation ceremony was graced by Mr Sng Chern Wei, Deputy 
Director, Schools West, School Division, Ministry of Education. 

In his address, Prof Lee Sing Kong urged the MLS participants 
to continuously refl ect on their practices and interact with 

fellow MLS participants. “The MLS is a powerful platform for refl ection and interaction.  
Continue to refl ect on your own practices in school and dialogue with fellow graduands 
to gain insights into issues you face. The MLS fraternity is a community of mutual 
support and idea generation.  You have read quite widely during the MLS.  Keep up 
your reading. Only then can you keep up with the latest development in issues that 
impact education and lead teachers in responding to challenges.”

Managed by NIE’s Offi ce of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning, the MLS is a 
four-month programme that prepares middle level leaders in schools to be exemplary 
leaders, people managers, and experts in teaching and learning. The MLS aims to 
facilitate the participants in creating new knowledge in generative and collaborative 
learning; develop higher leadership competence among them; and enhance their 
capacity to lead change in curriculum, teaching and learning. Upon completion of the 
programme, the graduands will be ready to lead initiatives in their area of responsibility 
and take their schools to new levels of achievement.

Participants of the MLS programme are from various backgrounds; some have been 
Heads of Department/Subject Heads for some time while others are newly-appointed. 
A small group of educators from the Special Needs Schools and Brunei also enrolled 
in this programme. 

“Social Studies and I at Bukit View Secondary School” was the winner 
for the Dr J.M. Nathan Memorial Prize for Curriculum Project. This award 
is given to the team that demonstrates the highest level of standard in 
its Curriculum Project as part of the assessment of the core module in 
the Management and Leadership in Schools programme.

“Social Studies and I at Bukit View Secondary School” refl ects the 
team’s strong belief that the study of Social Studies is about the 
individual in relation to the world that he or she exists in. Through this 
initiative, the team hopes that Social Studies can be a more effective 
vehicle to develop secondary students into well-informed, responsible 
citizens with a sense of national identity and global perspective, through 
the development of competence in three areas: Knowledge and 
understanding, skills and processes, values and attitudes. 

By Teo Li Lian, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong addressing the MLS participants at their graduation ceremony 
on 22 July 2010
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Dr J.M. Nathan Memorial Prize 
for Curriculum Project

Members of the winning team for the Dr J.M. Nathan Memorial Prize for 
Curriculum Project: (from left) Mr Eugin Wong of Temasek Secondary 
School; Mdm Wahidah binte Ahamad of CHIJ Katong Convent Secondary; 
Mr Joseph Wong of Raffl es Institution (Secondary); Mdm Rozainah binte 
Mohd Salleh of First Toa Payoh Secondary School; Mrs Petrina Koh of St 
Margaret’s Secondary School and Mdm Kanta Ramchand Vaswani of Bedok 
Green Secondary School
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Leaving a 
Legacy

Redesigning Pedagogy

Transforming Teaching,

Inspiring Learning

The article below is in memory of the late Dr Christine Chin who co-
wrote it with me. Dr Chin was my teacher during my NIE days and also 
my supervisor when I was doing my Masters in Education. I would 
like to express my deepest gratitude for all her guidance and advice.  I 
would also like to thank God for giving me the opportunity to learn from 
a very passionate, dedicated and nurturing mentor who, till her last 
days, continued to inspire other science educators to keep the fl ame 
burning. Our science community has lost a priceless jewel.

Tayeb bin Rajib
Vice Principal, St Stephen’s School
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The Tropical Rainforest: A valuable natural history 
resource for students in Singapore 
By Christine Chin and Tayeb bin Rajib, School Science Review June 2010, 91(337)

In preparing their students for the national examinations at the end 
of primary 6 (ages 11–12), teachers in Singapore often teach to 
the test. Because of accountability pressures and time constraints 
to cover the syllabus, teachers may resort to direct instruction and 
drill their students to practise assessment items on worksheets. In 
this assessment-driven climate, little time is available for students 
to engage in exploratory or outdoor activities.

When students are learning about the natural environment and 
its biodiversity, they often learn about abstract concepts through 
teacher-telling or vicariously through video clips and virtual fi eld 
trips, instead of experiencing the real thing. This problem is 
exacerbated in a small city-state like Singapore, where most 
people live in high-rise dwellings in urban areas, and where the 
majority of children have little exposure to rural settings because 
of the scarcity of land. Thus, other than the occasional park in 
their neighbourhood and the eco-garden in their school, most 
students have little direct experience with fl ora and fauna. 
However, it is of paramount importance that students reconnect 
with ‘the natural world at fi rst hand’ (Tunnicliffe and Ueckert, 
2007: 52).

 When students are exposed to science in natural settings, 
the ‘authentic experiences’ encountered may whet their 
curiosity and stimulate them to ask questions. Teachers can 
then design learning activities to address these questions. 
Students’ questions can also provide diagnostic feedback to 
teachers about the students’ understanding of various scientifi c 
concepts and inform instructional decisions, as part of formative 
assessment (Black et al., 2003).

This article reports on a teacher’s attempts to conduct an 
enquiry-based fi eld trip, using the tropical rainforest as an 
outdoor classroom, and we illustrate how he drew on students’ 
ideas and questions for the planning and design of learning 
activities. The teacher identifi ed what students knew and did not 
know about the rainforest, its inhabitants and its ecology. He 
also planned for his students’ questions to be answered and for 
their alternative conceptions to be addressed during their trip.

(Dr Christine Chin from the Natural Sciences and Science 
Education Academic Group passed away suddenly in May 2010.)

Come and discover at the fourth Redesigning Pedagogy International Conference. This 
conference provides a global forum for practitioners, researchers, educational leaders and 
policy makers to interact and share leading-edge research and best practices.

Abstract: The pupils’ lack of fi rsthand experience with nature, particularly in dealing with and learning 
about animals, plants and ecosystems, has been a deep concern of mine. This article describes my 
experience in carrying out a detailed fi eld trip into a tropical rainforest with a group of 40 Primary 6 boys 
with the aim of bridging the gap - between what these 12-year-old urban boys had learnt theoretically in 
school through textbooks and media, and experientially from the natural environment.  

How can we transform teaching to inspire students to 
meet the challenges of the 21st century?

DateEvent Venue Contact Person

International Conference
30 May - 1 June 2011

http://conference.nie.edu.sg

Service Learning Day
22 

September 2010
NIE Campus

Ms Jann Tan 

huiling.tan@nie.edu.sg

International Alliance of 

Leading Education 

Institutes (IALEI) Meeting

5 - 7 October 2010 NIE Campus
Ms Lynn Chew

lynn.chew@nie.edu.sg

NIE Director’s Race 15 October 2010 NIE Campus
Ms Lynn Chew

lynn.chew@nie.edu.sg

23rd Biennial Conference of

 the Asian Association for 

Biology Education

18 – 20 
October 2010

NIE Campus
Assoc Prof Diong Cheong Hoong

cheonghoong.diong@nie.edu.sg

C J Koh Professorial Seminar by Prof 

Hannele Niemi, University 

of Helsinki (title to be confi rmed)

27 October 2010
9.30am - 11.00am

NIE Campus
NIE5-01-LT12

Dr S Gopinathan

gopinathan.s@nie.edu.sg

C J Koh Professorial Lecture: Between 
Success and Challenges: The Finnish 

Educational System and Teacher 
Education by Prof Hannele Niemi, 

University of Helsinki

28 October 2010
4.00pm - 5.30pm

Auditorium, 
NTU Alumni Club@

one north

Dr S Gopinathan

gopinathan.s@nie.edu.sg
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