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As 2011 approaches, NIE’s colleagues and students 
can look back with pride on the progress and 
achievements accomplished in 2010. It has been 
an eventful and hectic year, to say the least, but 
one which has allowed the NIE community to shine 
because we have served our mission of teacher 
education and research excellence by steadfastly living 
our core values.  

In teaching, NIE has adopted the Teacher Education 
Model for the 21st Century (TE21) and has been 
progressively implementing the initiatives under its 
six recommendations. Numerous conferences have 
been organised by our Academic Groups and staff to 
network and ‘sharpen the sword’ in latest thoughts 
and research in the various disciplines.   

NIE continues to draw attention from education 
institutes, 2010 saw several high level visits  
culminating in the meeting of the 4th International 
Alliance of Leading Education Institutes (IALEI) of which 
NIE is a founding member among nine other renowned 
international institutions.

Most significantly, 2010 will also be remembered as 
the year of the inaugural Youth Olympic Games (YOG) 
in Singapore in which NIE played host with NTU being 
the Games Village. NIE is proud to have contributed 
to the success of this international event. The 2010 
NIE Director’s Race which is NIE’s signature Corporate 
Social Responsibility event has successfully raised 
$50,000 to benefit our adopted charity. The Director’s 
Race brought to a close our series of events to 
commemorate 60 years of transforming teaching and 
inspiring learning, an achievement brought about by 
the significant contributions of both past and present 
NIE staff.

editor’s say

“We can 
reach greater 

heights in 
2011 and 

beyond…”

Embracing Diversity 
in the Midst of Unity
By Karina Wong Jing-Ya, Office of Education Research

Educating cosmopolitan students with global identities should be the goal of citizenship 
education. This was the message conveyed by Professor James Banks at his seminar, 
“Diversity and Citizenship Education in Nations Around the World”, held on 15 October in NIE. 

Prof Banks is Founding Director of the Center for 
Multicultural Education and holds the Kerry and Linda 
Killinger Endowed Chair in Diversity Studies at the University 
of Washington, Seattle.

Quoting from numerous experts in the field, and providing 
the audience of teacher educators and student teachers 
with a substantial reading list, he put forth the concept of 
multicultural citizenship – where ethnic groups have the 
freedom to retain elements of their community culture and 
also participate in civic community.
 
“Never before in the history of the world has the movement 
of diverse racial, ethnic, religious and language groups 
been as numerous and as rapid, and raised such complex 
and difficult questions about citizenship, human rights, 
democracy and education,” noted Prof Banks.

As worldwide migration gives rise to increasingly diverse communities, it is important that 
education in these societies caters to both national unity and cultural diversity, he said. But 
when it comes to civic education, schools in many nation-states often overlook the concept 
of diversity; rather, emphasis is placed on building a unified national identity.

Prof Banks’ presentation is particularly resonant in light of the recent focus on citizenship 
and character education, a concern that was highlighted by Education Minister Dr Ng Eng 
Hen at the MOE Work Plan Seminar in September 2010.

Remarking on our education system’s focus on providing a values-based education, Dr Ng 
reiterated the need to nurture students who are “concerned citizens and active contributors” 
because “only right values can shape positive character and committed citizenship in 
‘moulding the future of our nation.’”

As Prof Banks explained, citizenship education should help students develop reflective 
cultural, national, regional and global identifications. This will make communities, nations and 
the world more democratic, just and cosmopolitan.

“We need to adopt a balance between education in nationalism and globalization in a 
cosmopolitan society,” said Prof Banks. He added that becoming a citizen in a multicultural 
society is a process and education can facilitate that.

Prof James Banks at his seminar, “Diversity 
and Citizenship Education in Nations Around 
the World”, held on 15 October in NIE
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A dish of blessings to 
wish the IALEI members 
a successful meeting and 
conference in Singapore

Working together is exactly what the Deans from ten of the world’s leading faculties and 
universities in the field of educational research have been doing. 

Their relations established through the International Alliance of Leading Education 
Institutes (IALEI), this international think-tank and their research teams have engaged  
in dialogue and research on topical issues related to education. Their aim is to 
influence, identify trends and present recommendations on focal themes to their 
respective education ministries, governments, international agencies and funding 
bodies, fostering a pervasive commitment to equal and enriched educational 
opportunities for all.

Professor Cho Youngdal, Former Dean, College 
of Education, Seoul National University chaired 
the 4th IALEI meeting in Singapore from 
5 to 7 October 2010 while NIE provided 
the venue to host the Business Meeting and 
the 3rd IALEI Conference on ‘Multicultural 
and Intercultural Education’.

This year, a joint comparative research project by the IALEI members called 
on education systems from around the world to embrace multicultural education 
within the specific contexts of their national setting. Teacher education, pedagogy 
and curriculum development, education administration, policy and research need 
to address the rapid growth of multiculturalism across the globe. The results of ten 
national studies conclude that there is a serious risk to social cohesion if countries 
neglect the need for educational equality for all.

Members of the alliance will next meet in Toronto, Canada in May 2011 under the 
chairmanship of the Dean of the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University 
of Toronto. The focal theme for the 2011 joint research work in the IALEI is entitled 
“Knowledge Mobilisation”. 

For more information on the IALEI, please visit www.intlalliance.org. 

Today’s unprecedented global mobility requires of educators in the world to make 
multicultural diversity a priority in the education landscape” says Professor Yoon Hiwon 
from Seoul National University and chair of the ten-country IALEI research team (2010). 

Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence  
(6th from left) hosted a lunch for IALEI members

corporatedevelopment

IALEI members displaying their hidden talents: At the welcome dinner, members get to paint flowers on canvas and take the 
paintings home as souvenirs

Mr Alan Ch’ng, Chairman, IALEI Organising 
Committee and Divisional Director, 
Corporate Planning and Development, 
NIE with Prof Lars Qvortrup, Dean, Danish 
School of Education, Aarhus University

(Back row from left) Assoc Prof Steven Tan, Graduate 
Studies & Professional Learning, NIE; Prof Joseph Lo Bianco, 
Associate Dean (Global Relations), The University of Melbourne 
and Assoc Prof Christian Horst, Danish School of Education, 
Aarhus University 

(front row from left) Prof Glen Jones, Associate Dean, 
Academic, Ontario Institute for Studies in Education, University 
of Toronto; Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling, Office of Teacher 
Education, NIE; Prof Heidi Mirza, Emeritus Professor, Institute 
of Education, University of London and Dr Quek Jin Jong, 
Principal Officer, NIE

(From left) Prof Goh Kim Chuan, Head, Office of Academic 
Quality Management, NIE; Prof Yoon Hiwon, Dean, International 
Affairs, Seoul National University and Prof Heidi Mirza, Emeritus 
Professor, Institute of Education, University of London

IALEI members exchanged their findings and views on multicultural education, which is the theme of this year’s meeting:

(From left) Prof 
Julia O’Sullivan, 
Professor and Dean, 
Ontario Institute 
for Studies in 
Education University 
of Toronto and 
Prof Geoff Whitty, 
Director, Institute 
of Education, 
University of London

(From left) Dr Arne 
Carlsen, Executive 
Director for IALEI, 
Danish School of 
Education, Aarhus 
University and Prof 
Julia O’sullivan, 
Professor and Dean, 
Ontario Institute for 
Studies in Education 
University of Toronto

(From left) Dr Arne 
Carlsen, Executive 
Director for IALEI, 
Danish School 
of Education, 
Aarhus University 
and Prof Cho 
Youngdal, former 
Dean, College of 
Education, Seoul 
National University

IALEI members catching up with one another and relaxing over 
dinner after work:

Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director,  
NIE presenting a souvenir painting 

done by the IALEI members 
themselves to Mrs Camilla Mehlsen, 

Editor and Communications 
Advisor, Danish School of 

Education, Aarhus University

(From left) Prof Yoon Hiwon, Dean, International Affairs, 
Seoul National University and Professor, Dept. of Korean 

Language Education, College of Education, Korea 
having a chat with Assoc Prof Rahil Ismail, NIE
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Service Learning Day was held at 
NIE on 21 September 2010 and 
showcased 20 service learning 
projects carried out by Group 
Endeavours in Service Learning 
(GESL) groups from the PGDE (Sec) 
Jan 2010 intake.  

The event was graced by NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong 
who emphasised the importance of service learning as part 
of teachers’ professional identity development. Invited guest 
speaker Prof Robert Shumer from University of Minnesota 
shared his expertise on school-based community work and 
inspiring stories on youth involvement in community work in the 
United States.

Three PGDE Sec (GESL) groups presented their service 

External Review of Masters by Coursework Programmes
By Office of Graduate Studies & Professional Learning  

The Office of Graduate Studies & Professional Learning invited 
three distinguished professors to review the Masters by 
coursework programmes in NIE. From 20 to 22 Sep 2010, the 
panel met with key personnel from the Higher Degrees section 
as well as Academic Group coordinators as part of their efforts 
in reviewing the following areas:
• The rigour, relevance and viability of the current suite of 

Masters programmes and specialisations; 
• The suitability of the modes of assessment across the 

various programmes/ specialisations; 
• The two current modes of delivery for part-time Masters 

courses: PDCM 4-3-3 and evening part-time; and 
• Specific curriculum matters, in particular the Critical Inquiry 

course (MMM800) and the two core Educational Inquiry 
courses (MED871 and MED872) for all specialisations in the 
Master of Education programme.

In noting the contextual realities and challenges faced by NIE, 
the panel made the following affirmations about the Master by 
Coursework programmes:

• A wealth of resources in place (e.g. a well-established 
research enterprise, committed and engaged faculty);

• A diversity of creative ideas and practices already in place 
across programmes and Academic Groups (AGs);

• Commitment to review and reform;
• A deep desire to be responsive to needs and to be relevant 

to a changing local and global context.

The Office of Graduate Studies & Professional Learning 
will study the panel’s recommendations and work out an 
implementation plan that will involve the programme office as 
well as faculty from the AGs. 

NIE Director’s Race 2010  
Raises $50,000 for SPD
15 October saw more than 500 participants at the NIE 
Director’s Race 2010. This year, the beneficiary of our annual 
charity event is the Society for the Physically Disabled (SPD) 
where funds raised went to SPD’s Tuition Subsidy Scheme. 

The Director’s Race 2010 was made more significant as we 
celebrate 60 years of teacher education in Singapore. Past 
Directors, NIE colleagues, old and new, partners and friends of 
NIE joined in the celebration as we gathered for a good cause. Divisional Director, Corporate Planning & Development, NIE and 

Ms Sheryl Lim, Director, YOG Village unveiled the sculpture by 
releasing 60 balloons in the NIE colours of red, blue and yellow. 

Soon after, Prof Lee presented Mr Winston Ngan, Assistant 
Honorary Treasurer of SPD with a cheque of $50,000. NIE 
hopes that this sum will go some way in easing the financial 
burden of the individuals under SPD’s care. 

Both Director, NIE and  
Mr Ngan then flagged off 
the Director’s Relay that 
saw 54 teams competing 
in six categories. Stage 
performances by NIE 
students, clubs and 
even alumni livened up 
the atmosphere and 
entertained the participants 
throughout the evening. 

At the end of the evening, everyone was a winner for having 
completed the event and more importantly, raised funds for a very 
worthy cause.

Results for the various relay categories and snapshots of the 
event can be found at www.directorrace.nie.edu.sg 

By Mohammad Azhar Yusof,  
Chairperson, Organising Committee, 
NIE Director’s Race 2010

NIE Delegation Visits Kuwait 

A NIE delegation led by 
NIE Director Professor 
Lee Sing Kong visited 
Kuwait from 16 to 20 
October 2010. The 
delegation visited Kuwait 
as part of an intended 
study on the Kuwaiti 

Dr Moudhi Al-Homoud, Minister of Education and 
Minister of Higher Education with Prof Lee Sing 
Kong, Director, NIE

By Ow Ee Lin, NIE International
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Journeys of the Heart By Stephane Cheung, Office of Teacher Education

Newspaper Reading Corner @ Library By Library and Information Services Centre (LIBRIS)

Thought you knew all the nooks, crannies and corners of the 
NIE Library? Welcome to our latest new space – the Newspaper 
Reading Corner! Here on the third floor near the cafe is where 
you can relax and have your daily dose of news during term time. 

The Newspaper Reading Corner is an initiative by Singapore 
Press Holdings (SPH) Foundation with the aim of encouraging all, 
especially young Singaporeans, to keep abreast of current and 
social affairs and to promote the habit of reading the news daily.
The newspapers available for browsing at the Reading Corner 
range from overseas newspapers such as the International 
Herald Tribune and the Financial Times to local papers like The 
Straits Times, Business Times, Lianhe Zaobao, Berita Harian 

Training (PAAET), and local schools to understand the Kuwaiti 
education landscape. 

The delegation also met with the Minister of Education and 
Minister of Higher Education, Dr Moudhi Al-Homoud and 
presented to the Minister and officials from the Ministry of 
Education (MOE), Kuwait on the Singapore Education System.  
At the meeting between MOE Kuwait and NIE, MOE Kuwait 
officials and NIE delegates discussed the topic of a survey 
of the Kuwaiti teacher training and education system for the 
improvement of Kuwait’s educational standards. Dr Ridha 
M. Al-Khayat, Director of the National Centre for Education 
Development in Kuwait is slated to make an exploratory visit to 
NIE in the near future to follow-up on the discussions in Kuwait. 

learning journeys on Computer Literacy Skills Workshop for 
Changi Women’s Prison Re-Integration Programme, Bike-
a-thon programme for Students Care Service, and Learning 
Mathematics beyond the Classroom. The programme 
concluded with a celebration of a book launch of Journeys of 
the Heart, illustrating landmarks, discoveries and reflections 
from selected GESL groups from 2008 and 2009 through 
photographs and heart-warming stories. 

Following the book launch, Prof Shumer toured the GESL 
project exhibitions and interviewed student teachers at all 
booths on the conduct and impact of their service learning 
projects. Prof Shumer was pleased about the many 
successes of GESL, and noted that the emergence of service 
learning journeys and outcomes are a source of pride and 
accomplishment to student teachers and staff facilitators 
serving the community wholeheartedly. 

and Tamil Murasu. These are additional copies to the Library’s 
existing local subscriptions.

Mrs Wan-Yeoh Seok Kwan, Head, LIBRIS, said, “I’d like to thank 
SPH Foundation for their kind donation and for brightening up 
our library space. I hope it will strengthen an interest in current 
affairs and that our users will find it an enjoyable way to keep 
up with the news!” A student, Anna Lim, agreed, “Reading the 
newspapers is a good way to unwind after a heavy day. Now,  
I also have more newspapers to choose from!” Since the launch 
on 29 September, there has been good response.

Do drop by the Reading Corner for your daily news supplement!

educational system and a proposed collaborative project to 
improve the performance of teachers and the development of 
quality standards for Kuwait. 

During the visit, the delegates visited the Kuwait College of 
Education, the Public Authority for Applied Education &  

Whirlpool – the NIE-YOG legacy installation to 
commemorate NIE as the “Games Village Square” 
of the YOG

The Director’s Fun Run  marked the start of the event. Our 
friends from the SPD along with two athletes joined close to 200 
staff members and students in covering the 2.4km distance 
round the NIE plaza and NIE campus. 

  Following that, the stage area  
  became the centre of attention

  for the unveiling of the landscape 
 sculpture to commemorate 

the Village Square in 
NIE during the Youth 
Olympic Games. NIE 
Director Professor 
Lee Sing Kong along 
with Mr Alan Ch’ng, 
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Perminder’s research on ecology will focus on the foraging 
behaviour of the sand bubbler crabs in sandy habitats at sites 
such as Pulau Hantu, Pulau Ubin, Changi Point and Lim Chu 
Kang. When asked how she felt being the first student from NIE 
to receive the award, Perminder said, “Though I am privileged 
to be the first student from NIE to have received this award, I 
understand that the hard work begins now. I shall need to set 
an example for others to follow. I would advise anyone hoping 
to receive the award to do the ground work before embarking 
on the same path as I have. They should also have developed 
a passion for research, be highly independent and have a keen 
interest for the subject they intend to study.” She attributes her 
success to hard work, the support from her family as well as the 
guidance and push from her mentor and supervisor, Associate 
Professor Shirley Lim, Head, NSSE.

NTU President, Dr Su Guaning, presenting the 
Nanyang President’s Graduate Scholarship 
award to Ms Perminder Kaur Randhawa  

NTU Wins Gold in 2010 Singapore Health Award
By Samantha Tang, NTU Healthy Lifestyle Committee

The NTU Healthy Lifestyle Committee has been awarded 
the Gold Singapore Health Award for 2010.  The Singapore 
H.E.A.L.T.H (Helping Employees Achieve Life-Time Health) 
Award is presented by the Health Promotion Board bi-
annually to give national recognition to organisations with 
commendable Workplace Health Promotion programmes. The 
Award has four categories: Platinum, Gold, Silver and Bronze.

The Committee garnered the Gold Award due to its wide 
range of healthy lifestyle programmes all year round, in 
particular a special targeted programme for staff with high 
cholesterol. Other activities include annual health screening 
activities, health talks, healthy food bazaars, a healthy lifestyle 
website and NTU Active Day to get NTU and NIE staff to adopt 
healthy lifestyles. Strong support from the senior management 
of NTU and NIE also made a significant difference in winning 
the Gold award.

Another programme that stood out is the BUZZ (Basically and 
Ultimately Zest and Zeal) programme that is adopted NIE-
wide. The BUZZ programme allows for a one-hour session per 
week of exercise or healthy lifestyle activity during office hours 
without any compromise to productivity or job function. 

NIE Student is Proud Recipient of the 
Nanyang President’s Graduate Scholarship
By Office of Graduate Studies & Professional Learning

Perminder Kaur Randhawa, an NIE PhD candidate from the 
Natural Sciences and Science Education (NSSE) Academic 
Group, recently became the first student in NIE to receive the 
prestigious Nanyang President’s Graduate Scholarship (NPGS).The NTU Healthy Lifestyle Committee was convened in 

Aug 1999 with the mission to promote healthy living among 
NTU staff and to create a congenial work environment that 
supports and nurtures positive lifestyle behaviours. To date, 
the committee has garnered the following awards: one Bronze, 
seven Silvers and one Gold. The Committee will continue to 
encourage a healthier and happier workforce in NTU.

The ‘happy and shiny’ members of the NTU Healthy Lifestyle 
Committee are:
• Professor Michael Chia (Chairperson), PESS & Faculty Affairs, NIE
• Mr Chan Lay Kock , CED, NTU 
• Ms Linda Koh, CEE, NTU
• Associate Professor Wu Yuan, NBS, NTU 
• Mr Vincent Teo Hee Kwang, SCI, NTU 
• Mr Koh Yeow Siah, CITS, NTU
• Associate Professor Goh Chor Boon, NIEI
• Ms Alicia Mak Yoke Khuan, FIN, NTU
• Mrs Goh-Leong Lai Keun, PESS, NIE 
• Mdm Kulwant Kaur, OAS, NTU
• Ms Yow Chea Nuan, PESS, NIE 
• Mrs Jessie Lew-Poh Sew Ben, SCE, NTU
• Ms Samantha Tang, PESS, NIE

Prof Linda Darling-Hammond, Charles E. Ducommon Professor of 
Education, Stanford University, USA (left) visited NIE on 8 September 
2010 to hold discussions on NIE’s current implementation plans of the 
TE21 – A Teacher Model for the 21st Century.

Prof Paul Greenfield, Vice Chancellor and President, University of 
Queensland, Australia (right) called on NIE Director, Prof Lee Sing Kong 
during his visit to NIE on 16 September 2010.

Prominent VisitorsNIE Staff Awards 2010 By Teo Li Lian, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

Excellence in Teaching Award
The Excellence in Teaching Award recognises faculty members 
who help enrich the learning experiences of their students. 
They inspire students through their passion for teaching and 
care for their students’ learning. 22 faculty members received 
commendation awards for excellence in teaching.

Excellence in Service Award
The Excellence in Service Award recognises the high level of 
service rendered by the management and corporate services 
officers. Through their professionalism, commitment and 

This scholarship follows a 
string of awards received  
by Perminder to date –  
she received the Lee Kuan 
Yew Gold Medal and four 
other awards in 2006 
and achieved First Class 
Honours in Bachelor of 
Science (Education) at   
the NIE. 

The NPGS is a highly 
competitive and prestigious 
scholarship given to 

outstanding students who have demonstrated exemplary 
academic results, excellent research abilities and commendable 
community service. The scheme is designed to encourage 
outstanding students to pursue a leading research career by 
studying for a doctoral degree programme (PhD) at the NTU 
(http://admissions.ntu.edu.sg/graduate/scholarships/Pages/
NPGS.aspx).

corporatedevelopment

   APPLICATION FOR ADMISSION TO HIGHER     
   DEGREE PROGRAMMES – AUGUST 2011 INTAKE 

Higher Degree Programmes by Coursework - 
Opens from 27 Nov 2010 to 23 Jan 2011

Higher Degree Programmes by Research - 
Opens from 1 Oct 2010 to 31 Jan 2011

Please refer to our website  
www.nie.edu.sg/aug2011 for more details.

dedication, they go the extra mile to support  NIE staff and 
students. Two staff members – Mr Jeffrey Ng from Centre for 
User Support and Mr David Toh from Natural Sciences and 
Science Education Academic Group – received the Excellence  
in Service Award, while three staff members and a team 
received the Excellence in Service Commendation.

The recipients were nominated by their students and/or 
colleagues. For the names of the commendation recipients, 
please visit NIE News online at www.nie.edu.sg/nienews. 

On 13 October 2010, Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE presented the annual NIE Staff Awards to NIE faculty and staff  to 
recognise and celebrate their achievements. 
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Members of the International Alliance of 
Leading Education Institutes (IALEI) meet up 
in Singapore for their annual meeting and 
conference, entitled ‘Multi-Cultural Education’.
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NIE holds the Caring Teacher Awards 2010, 
where schools and parents nominate teachers  
who display care and concern for the academic, 
moral, social, emotional  
and mental welfare of  
their students.

Microsoft, MDA and NIE launch Asia’s first School 
Technology Innovation Centre in Singapore.

NIE and National Library Board launch 
“Diverse Languages, One Identity: A Guide to
Conversation in the Chinese, Malay and Tamil 
Languages” to promote the learning and 
speaking of mother tongues in Singapore. 
The guide consists of a booklet and a 
CD Rom of audio recordings.

At the NIE 
Director’s Race 
2010, NIE staff 
and their families, 
student teachers 
and alumni come 
together for a 
charity run and 
to raise funds for 
the Society for the 
Physically Disabled. 

Microsoft, Singapore Centre for Chinese Language, NIE 
and Nan Chiau Primary School collaborate to develop 
Asia’s first interactive platform to enhance the teaching 
and learning of the Chinese language beyond the four 
walls of the classrooms.

specialfeature

NIE starts the celebration of 60 years of teacher education with Dr Ng  
Eng Hen, Minister for Education and Second Minister for Defence 
touring the campus and latest teaching facilities for NIE student teachers. 

NIE produces 
book, entitled 
“Teacher 
Education in 
Singapore: 
60 Years of 
Transforming 
Teaching and 
Inspiring Learning 
(1950 – 2010)”  
to commemorate 
60 years of 
teacher education.

To commemorate NIE’s 60 years  
of teacher education, eleven  
beginning teachers take on 

the task of writing candidly 
about their experiences 

and the challenges faced 
in teaching for the 

publication aptly  
titled, “Teaching  

is HeartWork”.

NIE successfully holds the III International Conference of Physical Education 
and Sports Science. Themed “Youth in Physical Education and Sport”, about 
800 local and overseas delegates from 30 different countries attended the 
four-day conference.

NIE and NTU turn  
into the Youth Olympic 
Village during the 
Youth Olympic Games, 
where more than 
5,000 athletes and 
officials from around 
the world resided 
and participated in 
cultural and education 
programmes held  
on campus.

NIE Singapore, Temasek Foundation, 
Singapore and the National Institute of 
Education and Management (NIEM), 
Vietnam kickstart training programme for 
Provincial Supervisory Officers  
(PSOs) in Vietnam.

The programme will provide  
Provincial Supervisory Officers with 
essential knowledge of leadership 
competencies and supervisory skills in 
mentoring and supervision of principals 
and schools under their care.

10 11



research

The Learning Sciences as  
Sciences of Becoming
By Der-Thanq “Victor” Chen and Rose Liang Yee Hing, Learning Sciences Lab 

The work of the Learning Sciences Laboratory (LSL), NIE was 
recently featured in the September-October 2010 special issue 
of Educational Technology: The Magazine for Managers of 
Change in Education, a world-renowned pioneer periodical 
in the field of technology in education and training. Formed 
in 2005, LSL is the first centre in Asia devoted to conducting 
research based on theory and research perspectives from the 
learning sciences.

In an introductory piece to the special issue, David Hung, 
Associate Dean, Office of Education Research, Learning 
Sciences & Technologies (LST), Der-Thanq “Victor” Chen, Head, 
LSL and Rose Liang Yee Hing, Visiting Lecturer (Research), 
LSL noted that the articles in this special issue of Education 
Technology contribute to the examination of the learning 
sciences as ‘sciences of becoming’ in four ways and concluded 
with an example.  

First, Chee Yam San’s “Studying Learners and Assessing 
Learning: A Process-Relational Perspective on the Learning 
Sciences” provides philosophical grounding of this view as 
he invites more dialogue on developing a process philosophy 
drawing on the work of Dewey and Whitehead among others. 
The article discusses three issues essential to process 

philosophy:  relational thinking which highlights webs of 
connections within multiple contexts; experience and 
becoming in which experience is inevitably emotion-
based (Whitehead) and becoming is conceived as a 
process in which the individual develops himself/herself 

through the search for meaning and choices made; and 
the understanding of cause and effect as networks of 

interdependencies rather than in simple causal- 
effects terms.

Second, two articles foreground the learner 
who constructs and co-constructs meaning in 
learning. In “Thumbtops as Learning Tools - 
From ‘Development for Learning’ to ‘Learner as 
Developer’” by Kenneth Lim, Der-Thanq “Victor” 
Chen and David Hung, the authors challenge the 
traditional notion of the learner as a consumer and  

promote the idea of learners as developer, designer 
or producer. Beaumie Kim and Kim Mi Song’s “Distributed 

Emotions in the Design of Learning Technologies” moves 
Whitehead’s link between experience and emotion one step 
further, by proposing that emotion can be distributed. Their 

production in which stories are explored, critiqued and shared. 
This understanding goes beyond and includes developing skills, 
promoting reflection and connection-making and nurturing 
voice and empowerment. Steven Zuiker’s “Think Global/
Design Glocal” combines technology and learning sciences 
methodology to create a context for meaning-making and 
learning through the developing of a glocal curriculum in the 
3D multi-user environment of Quest Atlantis. Kenneth Lim’s 
“Implications of Placedness to Learning in Multi-User Virtual 
Environments” expand our understanding of the learning 
context to online “virtual” worlds such as Second Life.  In Chen 
et al, “Connecting Learning Spaces Using Mobile Technology”, 
mobile technology (an increasingly ubiquitous phenomenon) is 
conceptualized as seamless learning across different (everyday 
learning) contexts and learning spaces which involve parents as 
well as teachers in student learning.  

In the last paper by David Hung, Azilawati Jamaludin and 
Der-Thanq “Victor” Chen, “Investigating Projective Identity 
Trajectories for 21st Century Learning” an example of learning 
sciences as sciences of becoming is presented by explicating 
the idea of projective identity. Projective identity (enacted by 
online avatars) is in essence about becoming, in which identity 
is generally understood as “an evolving trajectory that is always 
changing.” Projective identity exhibits the process/becoming 
perspective. For example, relational thinking pervades the 
discussion of projective identity which is defined as a dialectical 

interplay of projective with offline identity and therefore 
offline and online contexts. Similarly, experience and 

emotions are considered central to the individual’s 
construction of online projective identity in 
developing and maintaining interest and 

passion with respect to a goal and anticipated 
rewards in gameplay. 

The papers therefore suggest that it is productive 
to reframe the learning sciences as sciences of 

becoming. To do so for this inter-disciplinary field, 
drawing from many sciences (Sawyer, 2006) is 

particularly germane in a context of constantly changing 
digital technology which presents ongoing challenges for 
learning scientists to respond in relational and humanistic ways.     

Leveraging Mobile Technology for Sustainable 
Seamless Learning in Singapore Schools 

Serious Immersion and Embodied Learning: 
Traces of Dinosaurs in Earth System Science 

Youth Tell: Bridging Formal and Informal 
Learning through Digital Storytelling with 
Singapore Youth 

Legends of Alkhimia: Fostering Authentic 
Learning of Chemistry within Fictionlized 
Game Environments 

Some LSL Projects:

project designed for “relational meanings” - for distributed 
emotions (as well as cognition) serve as an important resource 
and design principle in immersive online game play for learning.  
 
Third, the next two articles focus on the design of pedagogical 
processes to facilitate learning. The two papers, Katerine 
Bielaczyc and Manu Kapur’s “Playing Epistemic Games in 
Science and Mathematics Classrooms”, and Looi Chee-Kit, 
Chen Wenli and Charles Patton’s “Principles and Enactment of 
Rapid Collaborative” are popular approaches in the knowledge 
building discourse of Learning Science projects. One salient 
feature of the two projects is student collaboration in which 
learners co-construct and negotiate meaning towards building  
a knowledge community and becoming active members in  
that community.

The following four articles 
consider the multiple contexts 
and relations within and across 
these contexts. Kate Anderson 
and Chua Puay Hoe’s Digital 
Storytelling as an interactive 
digital media context views  
digital storytelling as a context for 

12 13



Authors:  Allan Luke, Peter Freebody, Lau Shun, S. Gopinathan 
 

Abstract 
The challenges facing the Singapore education system in the new millennium are unique and 
unprecedented in Asia. Demands for new skills, knowledge and flexible competencies for 
globalised economies and cosmopolitan cultures will require system-wide innovation and reform. 
But there is a dearth of international benchmarks and prototypes for such reforms. This paper 
describes the current Core Research Program underway at the National Institute of Education 
in Singapore, a multilevel analysis of Singaporean schooling, pedagogy, youth and educational 
outcomes. It describes student background, performance, classroom practices, student artefacts 
and outcomes, and student longitudinal life pathways. The case is made that a systematic focus 
on teachers’ and students’ work in everyday classroom contexts is the necessary starting point 
for pedagogical innovation and change. This, it is argued, can constitute a rich multidisciplinary 
evidence base for educational policy. 

Abstract taken from 
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all~content=a713724326~frm=titlelink. 

NIE Staff Win Cambridge Journal of 
Education Best Article Competition
Assistant Professor Mark C. Baildon from the Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group and Assistant Professor 
Jasmine Sim from the Curriculum, Teaching and Learning  Academic Group recently won the Cambridge Journal of Education Best 
Article Competition for their article, ‘Notions of criticality: Singaporean teachers’ perspectives of critical thinking in social studies’.

Cambridge Journal of Education is an international English language journal that publishes original refereed articles on all aspects of 
education. Below is an extract of the article taken from  
http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/content~db=all~content=a917045840~frm=absli.

Globalisation, the Singapore Developmental State and 
Education Policy: A Thesis Revisited  Author:  S. Gopinathan

 

Abstract 
In this article I revisit and extend arguments made in 1996 and 
1997 about the relationship between globalisation, the state 
and education policy. I was particularly concerned then to see 
how a small but strong state, Singapore, was responding in the 
education arena to globalisation. I also wished to draw attention 
to the literature on the high rates of economic growth achieved 
by the East Asian ‘tigers’ in which education, training and 
capital-labour accommodation played a large part; in all these 
countries the state was strong, being in the market as well as 
managing it. But with globalisation and neo-liberal economic 
policies growing in strength, the havoc caused by the 1997 
Asian economic crisis and the new geopolitical and security 
environment following the September 11, 2001 attacks on 
the US, there is a need to reconsider some of the arguments 
and to review the policy responses, especially in education. Is 
there evidence of the state weakening? Are more pro-market 
policies changing governance and funding of education thereby 
altering the nature and purposes of schooling? I begin with a 
consideration of the broader phenomena of globalisation and 

then review the claims that call into question the continued 
relevance of the East Asian developmental state model and its 
education and training infrastructures. 

Abstract taken from http://www.informaworld.com/smpp/conte
nt~db=all~content=a771201080~frm=titlelink 

Globalisation, Societies 
and Education aims to fill 
the gap between the study of 
education and broader social, 
economic and political forces 
by analysing the complexities 
of globalisation. The journal 
seeks to provide means for 
affecting, as well as reflecting 
the experiences, distribution, 
contributions and outcomes 
of education at all levels and 
in all settings.

Guest Editorship of World Englishes 29:3 on Englishes in 
Southeast Asia, September 2010 (Wiley-Blackwell: Oxford, U.K.)  

Associate Professor Low Ee Ling is the first 
guest editor (with Associate Professor Anne Pakir 
of the National University of Singapore) of the 
latest issue of World Englishes, a Social Science 
Citation Indexed (SSCI) journal of English as an 
international and intranational language published 
by Wiley-Blackwell in Oxford, United Kingdom. 

The current issue has Englishes in Southeast Asia 
as its focal theme and features two sole-authored 
articles by NIE faculty, namely Assoc Prof Lubna 
Alsagoff on, “English in Singapore: culture, capital 
and identity in linguistic variation and Assoc Prof 
Low on, “The acoustic reality of the Kachruvian 
circles: a rhythmic perspective” and another 

co-authored one by Assoc Prof Low (with 
Schazetzel and Lim) on “A features-based 
approach for teaching Singapore English.” 

Taken as a whole, the papers in this 
volume from Singapore, Malaysia, Brunei, 
the Philippines and Southeast Asia, in 
general, “explore the development and 
social functions of local, global and 
glocal language forms in the region, 
drawing on current sociolinguistic 
methodology as well as sensitive 
cultural interpretation to extend our 
understanding of Southeast Asian 
language ecologies.” (Pakir 2010:334) 

Professor S. Gopinathan is Professorial Fellow at the Policy & 
Leadership Studies (PLS) and Curriculum, Teaching & Learning 
(CTL) Academic Group in NIE. He served as the Dean of the 
School of Education from Mar 1994 till June 2000, Dean of 
former Foundation Programmes Office from July 2000 till June 
2003 and Head, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice 
from May 2008 till Feb 2009.  

In his role as Dean of Foundation Programmes Office, Prof 
Gopinathan oversaw the development and implementation 
of the newly launched BA/BSc (Education) programme. He 
has also served on various MOE review committees and 
was a Resource Specialist for the Government Parliamentary 

Committee on Education, a consultant for the Singapore 
Teachers Union and a Board Member of the Singapore 
Examinations and Assessment Board.  

Prof Gopinathan was involved in setting up the Singapore Centre 
for Teaching Thinking and the Principals Executive Centre. He is 
also a founder member of the Educational Research Association 
of Singapore. As founding editor of the Singapore Journal of 
Education, Prof Gopinathan serves on the International Advisory 
Board of the Asia Pacific Journal of Education and co-edits the 
Routledge Critical Studies in Asian Education. He is currently 
involved in projects to establish teacher training facilities in Abu 
Dhabi, in Bahrain and in Indonesia.

Notions of criticality: Singaporean teachers’ 
perspectives of critical thinking in social studies  
Authors: Mark C. Baildon, Jasmine Sim

In this article, we explore the ways critical thinking is conceived by a group of 
Singaporean social studies teachers, what they see as its purposes as well as perceived 
constraints to critical thinking and teaching critical thinking in Singapore’s schools. Using 
a case study research design and constant comparative method, we analysed data 
from teachers’ discussion board entries, observation notes and lesson artefacts from a 
Masters’ class. Findings revealed three key tensions involving teaching critical thinking in 
an exam culture, uncertainty about what constitutes the ‘out-of-bound’, and the issue of 
professional identity. Each of these tensions intersected and interacted in dynamic ways 
for teachers and shaped the way they understand and practise critical thinking. 

Towards Research-based Innovation and Reform: 
Singapore Schooling in Transition 

corporatedevelopment
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mind and heart to the sessions, with strong desire to apply what 
they learned for their students’ benefits.”

As part of Singapore’s continuous engagement with Sri Lanka, 
EPSC was a success.  The NIE International team would like 
to thank the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore for funding 
the teaching programme and all the participants under the 
Singapore Cooperation Programme (managed by the Technical 
Cooperation Directorate).

ALUMNIALUMNIalumni
Mathematical Modelling Outreach   
& Lee Peng Yee Symposium 2010

The Literature team from the English Language and 
Literature Academic Group in NIE organised a Literature 
Symposium early this year for Literature teachers in 
Singapore. Entitled “Re-visioning Literature Education”, 
the one-day event was very well-attended as more 
than two hundred Literature and English teachers from 
secondary schools and junior colleges showed up. 

NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong graced the 
occasion and gave the opening address, while 
Associate Professor C.J. Wee Wan-ling gave the 
keynote speech on the importance of Literature and the 
humanities. The Symposium was focused on providing 
Literature teachers with the opportunity to critically think 
through their present classroom pedagogical practices 
and explore other available options and approaches, 
enhance curriculum planning for Literature and develop 
alternative modes of assessment. 

Numerous schools were also invited to showcase 
their Literature programmes and best practices. 
Feedback from teachers was highly positive and 
many found much by way of new ideas to 
inspire and help their Literature students. 

By Chua Kwee Gek, Mathematics & Mathematics Education Academic Group

As part of NIE’s celebration of 60 years of teacher education, 
the Mathematics & Mathematics Education (MME) Academic 
Group organised two events at River Valley High School:  
Mathematical Modelling Outreach (MMO) from 1-3 June 2010 
followed by the Second Lee Peng Yee Symposium (LPYS) on 4 
June 2010.  

The current focus in the Singapore Mathematics Curriculum is 
on the nurturing of the often-neglected aspect of Mathematical 
processes (Applications & Modeling). The main objective of
MMO & LPYS was to introduce the great potential of 
Mathematical modeling as a new form of interesting mathematical 
activity. Such open-ended and real-life contextualised activity 
helps to foster communication, reasoning and thinking skills 
as well as nurture the ability to see and make links among 
mathematical ideas/concepts, between mathematics and other 
disciplines and mathematics and everyday life.

At the MMO, Associate Professor Ang Keng Cheng, Head, 
MME gave the opening address while Associate Professor 
Gabriele Kaiser of Hamburg University, Germany, an overseas 
expert in Mathematical Modelling, shared her first-hand 
experiences with Mathematics educators and staff from MME, 
MOE curriculum planning & development division and school 
practitioners.
   
International students from AB Paterson College (Australia) and 
Stamford International School (Indonesia) worked collaboratively 
with our students (primary 5 and secondary 2) from 27 schools.  
The students worked through their exciting modeling tasks 
such as Flight Punctuality, Best Plane Design and 4-Man Tent 
Design with their facilitators, staff from MME and Year 3 BA/BSc 
student teachers.
  
Not neglecting their professional development, accompanying 
teachers gained greater insights into Mathematical Modelling 
from their attending a series of hands-on workshops conducted 
by both Dr Lee Ngan Hoe and Dr Dawn Ng.  

The MMO culminated in the 2nd Lee Peng Yee symposium 
with the students showcasing their completed Mathematical 
Modelling tasks via poster presentations and live presentations 
by local and international participants. We were honoured to 
have NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong to give the opening 
address at this symposium. 

Literature Symposium
By Asst Prof Angelia Poon, English Language 
& Literature Academic Group

NIE Director Prof Lee Sing Kong giving the 
opening address at the Literature Symposium

Following Prof Lee’s opening address, there were several 
keynote speeches by Professor Lyn English, Queensland 
University of Technology, Australia and Assoc Prof Gloria 
Stillman, Australian Catholic University, Australia and Associate 
Professor Ang Keng Cheng, Head, MME.  In addition, the 
participants from the Ministry of Education, staff of MME, 
teachers from local and international schools were treated 
to many feasible and practical ideas on Mathematical 
Modelling from the enriching and insightful keynote speeches 
and international panel discussions. The LPYS was most 
appropriately closed by none other than our honourable 
Associate Professor Lee Peng Yee. 

Enhancing Pedagogical Skills Course 
for Teacher Trainers from Sri Lanka
By Daniel Nguyen, NIE International

NIE received 20 teacher trainers from Sri Lanka for a 
pedagogy training programme.  The “Enhancing Pedagogical 
Skills Course” (EPSC) was conducted from 23 August to 3 
September 2010. These excellent teachers were nominated 
from three schools which were recently upgraded and 
refurbished with help from the Singapore Government due to 
a recent tsunami disaster.  The schools were Tangalle Primary 
School, Vijitha Central College and Revatha National School.

The two-week programme was conducted at NTU @ One 
North Campus. Through interactive and participatory lectures, 
discussions and school visits, participants gained deep 
understanding and essential skills to enhance their teaching 
practices and improve their students’ learning ability in a 
globalised context. Two trips to Singapore schools, made 
to Chung Cheng High School and CHIJ Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, gave them opportunities to experience the school 
culture and a taste of Singapore Education. Mr Jacques See, 
NIE International, was most impressed by the participants’ 
sincerity, dedication and graciousness. “They offered their full 
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Sustainable and Scalable Financial 
Education Programmes in Singapore Schools
By Dr Koh Noi Keng, Chair, Citi-NIE Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers

The 3rd Citi-NIE Financial Literacy Conference which was held 
on 28 August 2010 marks yet another year of celebration of 
the efforts to promote financial literacy amongst teachers and 
students in Singapore. The event was graced by Ms Low Khah 
Gek, Director, Curriculum Planning & Development Division, 
MOE, as the guest-of-honour.

Since the launch of the Citi-NIE Financial Literacy Hub for 
Teachers (the Hub) on 31 October 2007, which is funded 
by Citi Foundation, the Hub has reached out to more than 
2,500 teachers through personal finance seminars, pedagogy 
workshops and conferences. More than eighty percent of 
these teachers have incorporated money management skills, 
concepts and values into their classroom curriculum, reaching 

By Office of Graduate Studies & Professional Learning  

NIE wishes to thank Citi Foundation for their continual financial support in the outreach of 
financial literacy to Singapore schools. Mr Michael Zink, Country Head & Citi Country Officer, 
Singapore (far left) presenting the cheque to Prof  Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE (far right). Also in 
photo: Dr Koh Noi Keng, Chair, Citi-NIE Financial Literacy Hub for Teachers (2nd from left) and 
Ms Low Khah Gek, Director, Curriculum Planning & Development Division, Ministry of Education

The Hub has worked with over 41 partner and host schools since its launch in 2007. Congratulations and a warm welcome to the new partner schools for their participation and commitment to 
financial education in 2010!

“… I give credit to our great team of lecturers and 
curriculum designers from CTL who spare no effort 
to engage and challenge us in every possible way 

they could. They walk their talk – creative and 
caring teachers who are humble critical thinkers. 
Thank you for this fabulous journey of learning.”

Han Liang Swee, MEd (Curriculum & Teaching)
Winner of ASCD Book Prize 

Best Critical Inquiry project in MEd (Curriculum & Teaching) 
AND Winner of ASCD Gold Medal

Top graduate in MEd (Curriculum & Teaching)
Sponsor: Association for Supervision and  

Curriculum Development (ASCD)

Award Ceremony for Higher Degree Graduates

(Front row, from left) Prof Paul Teng (Dean, Office of Graduate Studies & Professional 
Learning, NIE), Mr Mike Thiruman (President, Singapore Teachers’ Union), Prof Lee Sing Kong 
(Director, NIE), Assoc Prof Lee Ong Kim (President, ERAS and Head, Policy & Leadership 
Studies, NIE) and Assoc Prof Maureen Neihart (Head, Psychological Studies, NIE) posing with 
the award recipients

“… The programme has equipped me with a strong 
foundation as well as a deeper understanding in areas 

ranging from curriculum theories, to contemporary 
issues and practical challenges in education. Just as 
valuable were the interactions with my lecturers and 
classmates – their views and teaching experiences 

have certainly broadened my perspectives and 
thinking, and enriched my learning.” 

Tan Hwee Chiat June, MEd (Curriculum & Teaching)
Winner of ASCD Book Prize

Best dissertation in MEd (Curriculum & Teaching)
Sponsor: Association for Supervision and  

Curriculum Development (ASCD)

“I took up the NIE MEd (EPME) programme when 
it was introduced as a route for professional 

development. This programme offered academic  
rigour and practicality for my work. It definitely 

delivered beyond my expectations…”

Soo Li Mei, Johannah, MEd (Educational and  
Psychological Measurement and Evaluation)

Winner of ERAS Gold Medal
Top graduate in MEd through the Coursework with Dissertation route

Sponsor: Educational Research Association of Singapore (ERAS)

“…The rich exchange of ideas with fellow practitioners 
in the education field which included the lecturers 
in this programme, equipped me with an enriching 

experience which I would never have had,  
had I not overcome my initial inertia in signing up  

for this programme!”

Rajasekaran s/o Sockalingam, 
 MA (Educational Management) 

Winner of Educational Management Gold Medal
Top graduate in MA (Educational Management)

Sponsor: Singapore Teachers’ Union (STU)

If a child can’t learn the way we teach, maybe we 
should teach the way they learn.” Ignacio Estrada.

The greatest takeaway at the end of this learning 
journey is perhaps to be given the chance to 

appreciate the trials and joys of learning from the 
perspective of a learner, to be humbly reminded again 

of what matters most to our students. I am thankful 
that I have gained deeper insights and understanding 
of not just their cognitive needs but also their affective 

needs from this course so that I can be  
a more effective teacher.”

Tan Lay Lay Tracy, MEd (Gifted Education)
Winner of STU Gold Medal

Top graduate in MEd through the Coursework Only route
Sponsor: Singapore Teachers’ Union (STU)

“The programme, through its regimented 
methodologies, focused curriculum and engaging 

instructors, has better equipped me with the 
competency to improve the quality of curriculum, 

instruction and student learning through appropriate 
integration of technology in my classroom…”

Tee Ngah Loui, MEd (Learning Sciences & Technologies)
Winner of Instructional Design & Technology Gold Medal

Top graduate in MA (Instructional Design & Technology) or MEd 
(Learning Sciences & Technologies)

Sponsor: Singapore Teachers’ Union (STU)

“MAAP is an intensive programme that has provided 
me with good training and very useful knowledge in 

preparing me for a career as a psychologist. I enjoyed 
this learning journey tremendously especially with the 
support and encouragement from the passionate and 
experienced lecturers who gave their best and shared 

ever so willingly their knowledge…”

Boh Boon Tiong, MA Applied Psychology
Winner of the Applied Psychology Award
Top Graduate in MA (Applied Psychology)

Sponsor: Psychological Studies Academic Group, NIE

out to an estimated 200,000 students from over 240 schools. 
Over 33,000 students, parents and teachers have also attended 
events and carnivals organised by the Hub around the theme of 
financial literacy.

“The Ministry of Education recognises the increasing importance 
of sound financial knowledge and skills” said Ms Low. “We 
support the initiatives of the Hub to empower our teachers with 
engaging pedagogies for financial education and for promoting 
the importance of financial literacy to our students. In fact, we 
work closely with NIE to provide financial literacy courses on 
TRAISI for our teachers”. 

The goal of achieving a financially literate community in 
Singapore requires continued emphasis on sustaining the 
progress made in schools, and coming up with innovative ways 
of engaging students using various models. Prof Lee said “The 
Hub’s model in building capacities of teachers and students to 
ensure that there is more mileage out of their efforts, support 
and funding has proven to work extremely well.” 

This year’s conference theme of “Sustainability and Scalability” 
provided an excellent platform for teachers’ professional 
development and networking opportunities. Attendees got to 
keep abreast of financial education issues, and to learn about 
current trends and best practices from experts, practitioners 
and fellow educators through the plenary sessions and the 
various school exhibits on financial literacy programmes.

For more details on the Hub and the Conference, please visit 
our website at www.finlit.nie.edu.sg and www.finlit.nie.edu.sg/
links/conference2010/home.html

A ceremony for the presentation of Gold Medals and Book 
Prizes to higher degree graduates of NIE was held on 8 Sep 
2010. The awards were presented by Professor Lee Sing 
Kong, Director, NIE. The donors, Heads of Academic Groups, 
NIE faculty members, as well as family members of the  
award winners witnessed the simple but significant event.
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NIE Celebrates Graduation of the Leaders In Education 
Programme and 60 Years of Teacher Education
By Teo Li Lian, Public, International & Alumni Relations Department

NIE 60th Anniversary commemorative book, 
“Teacher Education In Singapore: 60 Years 
Of Transforming Teaching And Inspiring 
Learning (1950 – 2010)”
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LEP participants raising their hands in 
celebration of their graduation from the 
programme

A Celebration Of New Leaders In Education. 
A Toast To Leaders In Education. A Tribute To 
Teacher Education. 

That was the theme of the graduation dinner 
for 43 local and foreign senior educators 
who went through the Leaders in Education 
Programme (LEP). Dr Ng Eng Hen, Minister for 
Education and Second Minister for Defence 
was the Guest of Honour for the dinner on  
7 October 2010.

Every year, MOE selects a talented pool of 
senior educators for principalship. These 
educators then go through the LEP, a six-
month full time executive programme before 
moving on to assume greater responsibilities.

The dinner also saw NIE celebrating 60 years 
of teacher education through the launch of a 
commemorative book, “Teacher Education In 
Singapore: 60 Years Of Transforming Teaching 
And Inspiring Learning (1950 – 2010)”.

Prof Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE (extreme 
left) receiving a class token of appreciation 
from the LEP participants. The class of LEP 
2010 made a donation to the Yellow Ribbon 
Fund and adopted a painting titled, “Bibik 
Manis@Sunset”, which was presented as a 
class token of appreciation to NIE

EVENT DATE VENUE CONTACT PERSON
Citi-NIE Personal Finance Seminar 15 & 16 Dec 2010 Holiday Inn Orchard Mr Ling Hua Loon
	 	 	 City	Centre	 finlit@nie.edu.sg

Huamin Primary School Financial  27 & 28 Dec 2010 Huamin Primary Mr Ling Hua Loon
	Literacy	Pedagogy	Workshop	 	 School	 finlit@nie.edu.sg

St Stephen’s School  30 Dec 2010 St Stephen’s Mr Ling Hua Loon
Personal	Finance	Seminar	 	 School	 finlit@nie.edu.sg

Yishun Junior College Personal 6 Jan 2011 Holiday Inn Orchard Mr Ling Hua Loon
Finance	Seminar	 	 City	Centre	 finlit@nie.edu.sg

Introduction	to	Puppets,	Concept	Cartoons	 24	&	25	Jan	2011	 To	be	confirmed	 Ms	Rebecca	Koh
and Active Assessment Workshop for  OR 26 & 27 Jan 2011  rebecca.koh@nie.edu.sg 
Science Teachers

	Using	Inquiry	and	Primary	Sources	 24	-	25	Jan	2011	 To	be	confirmed	 Ms	Janice	Lee
to Develop Critical Thinking in Social Studies  OR 27 - 28 Jan 2011  janice.lee@nie.edu.sg

Music and Movement: Classroom  26 Jan, 9 Feb, 16 Feb, NIE, Singapore Mr Andrew Leong
Applications and Personal Development 23 Feb & 2 Mar 2011   Andrew.Leong@nie.edu.sg

Sparking Curiosity Among Young Children  11 Feb - 15 Apr 2011  NIE, Singapore Mr Andrew Leong
Through Science Activities   Andrew.Leong@nie.edu.sg

Engaged Origins in the Classroom: The Facilitating 15 Feb 2011 NIE, Singapore Ms Rebecca Koh
Role of Autonomy - Supportive Teachers    rebecca.koh@nie.edu.sg

Teaching H2 Physics Through Guided  14 - 15 Mar 2011  NIE, Singapore Ms Rebecca Koh
Inquiry (Topic: Waves & Superposition)   rebecca.koh@nie.edu.sg

Teaching H2 Physics Through Guided  16 -17 Mar 2011 NIE, Singapore Ms Rebecca Koh
Inquiry (Topic: Modern Physics)   rebecca.koh@nie.edu.sg
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