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Guests present at the CJ Koh Professorial lecture

The Secret of Finland’s Educational Success
By Office of Education Research

Professor Hannele Niemi giving the CJ Koh Professorial Lecture

education system to develop into what it is today. The
decentralisation of control to individual municipalities 
and schools occurred gradually as their teachers became 
increasingly qualified.

This has been due in large part to Finland’s teacher 
education programme. All Finnish teachers undergo a 
five-year research-based Master’s level programme that 
integrates theory and practice. This not only ensures that 
they are grounded in the latest research on pedagogy, but 
also equips them to seek and use evidence to analyse the 
complex situations that they face as teachers. 

Professor Niemi also spoke on the topic of “Multidisciplinary 
Research on Learning for Promoting Quality in Teaching and 
Learning” at a seminar for NIE staff on 27 October 2010. She 
explored how learning environments and the very concept 
of learning have changed radically, and what this means for 
teaching and learning today.

The challenge, as Finland has discovered, is to see “life as 
learning”. For teachers, this means equipping students with 
skills for “boundless learning” throughout their lives. Finland’s 
success continues to challenge us to redefine the boundaries 
of teaching and learning.

Professor Hannele Niemi is a Professor of Education at 
the University of Helsinki. She is also Chair of the Cross-
disciplinary Initiative for Collaborative Efforts of Research 
on Learning (CICERO) Network, which does multidisciplinary 
research on learning. Over the past twenty years, she has 
played a leading role in shaping education in Finland, and 
published widely in the area of educational research and 
teacher education.

No examinations and hardly any homework for students. 
A decentralised school system with no inspectorate. High 
student performance with few differences between schools. 
These qualities of Finland’s education system never fail to 
impress educators each time they are recounted. 

Finnish Professor of Education, Professor Hannele Niemi, 
says she is often asked: “What is our secret?”

Is it the free lunch that every student is entitled to each day? 
The free transport and provision of basic materials for school? 
Or the high level of autonomy given to schools and teachers?
“The main reason for high quality learning outcomes is high 
quality teachers,” says Professor Niemi, who was invited 
to give the fourth CJ Koh Professorial Lecture. The public 
lecture was held at the NTU Alumni Club on 28 October 2010.

Speaking to an audience of over 200 teachers and teacher 
educators, Professor Niemi shared insights on the successes 
and challenges of Finland’s education system. While there 
is “a complex of practices” and “mutually interactive factors”, 
she noted that the trust invested by Finnish society in the 
teaching profession is vital.

“We, as a society, see them as intellectuals and professionals,” 
she explains. “We support and respect them as role models.” 
The teachers, in turn, are highly committed and have a strong 
sense of responsibility to their stakeholders – students, parents, 
and society at large.

“What about Finnish policies?” asks a member of the 
audience. “Education policies must constantly adapt to 
the education landscape,” says Professor Niemi. She 
emphasised that it has taken over 35 years for Finland’s 
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Editor’s Say
This issue of NIE News focuses on the 21st Century 
teacher and 21st  Century teacher educators. In his Annual 
Address at the TE21 Summit, Professor Lee Sing Kong, 
Director, NIE, reminded us all of the central focus, the 
importance of equipping teachers with the values, skills and 
knowledge that will equip our 21st Century learners with 21st  
Century competencies.

To help our learners, the 21st  Century teachers must have 
good basic digital skills and be open to the adoption and 
learning of new technologies that they can use to complete 
their administrative work, develop their own knowledge and 
teaching materials, and inform and motivate their learners. 
They need to be innovative but focused on what will be 
useful to them and their learners.

By the time they leave school, our learners need to have 
developed the right digital skills. Social networking might 
be fun but, on its own, it is insufficient. They also need 
good word-processing skills, an ability to use spreadsheets, 
an eye for communicative layout and skills specific to the 
profession they have chosen.

Our learners also need to have the right values in their 
use of technology. A recent survey showed that many 
young people in Singapore did not seem to understand the 
dangers associated with an online presence that opens 
them to abuse. They need help in developing a suitable set 
of ethics that encompasses such things as a respect for 
other people’s privacy, a recognition of intellectual property, 
an avoidance of plagiarism and a distaste for gossip.

Finally, our learners need to be discriminating regarding 
what they see or hear. The Internet is a wonderful resource 
through which we can gather a lot of useful information. 
Unfortunately, it is also a source of just as much 

misinformation. Our students have 
to learn how to recognise the 
useful from the dangerous.

Preparing learners in all these 
areas has become part of 
the job of the 21st  Century 
teacher. It is a big task but 
not one that they can avoid. 
As teacher educators, it is 
incumbent on us to prepare our 

teachers in the same way. 
The technology is here 

to stay. We all need to 
ensure that it is used 
safely, wisely and 
appropriately.

NIE News is published quarterly by the Public, International 
and Alumni Relations Department, National Institute of 
Education, Singapore

NIE News is also available at www.nie.edu.sg/nienews
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Urban Education 
Summit: 
NIE Dean Gives 
Panel Address 
at New York 
City Hall
By Office of Teacher Education 

Convened in New York City under the Bloomberg 
Administration, the 2010 international summit, titled “Urban 
Education Summit: Innovations in K-12” was held from 17 to 
19 November 2010. 

Whilst previous summits sponsored by New York City Global 
Partners focused on issues such as climate (2007), public 
health (2008) and job creation (2009), the 2010 summit 
focused on education innovation. 

The summit brought together international delegates 
from twenty-six cities around the world and US mayoral 
delegations, comprising representatives from local and 
federal government, academia and the private sector. 

Professor Meyer Feldberg, President of New York Global 
Partners, emphasised in his welcome address that education 
is the most important key to the building of nations and a top 
government priority worldwide. Professor Felberg, who is also 
Dean Emeritus at Columbia Business School, highlighted the 
value and importance of global sharing and the need for the 
USA to learn from cities that have successful models. The 
major panel themes included “Reforming School Systems 
in Global Cities”, “Innovative approaches to Teaching and 
Learning” and “Preparing the Next Generation of Teachers 
and Principals”. 

Singapore was represented by Mr Sin Kim Ho, Deputy 

Director, Educational Technology Division, Ministry 
of Education, Singapore, for the panel on “Innovative 
Approaches to Teaching and Learning”. Mr Sin shared key 
milestones in Singapore’s Information Technology master 
plans and the proliferation of technology-enabled innovation 
driven by pedagogical leadership across schools. 

The theme, “Preparing the Next Generation of Teachers and 
Principals” was specially held at the New York City Hall and 
panel speakers were Professor Susan Fuhrman, President, 
Teachers College, Columbia University; Professor Tan Oon 
Seng, Dean, Teacher Education, NIE; and Professor Merryl 
Tisch, Chancellor, New York State Board of Regents. The 
session was moderated by Professor Ester Fuchs, Professor 
of Public Affairs and Political Science, Columbia University.  

Commissioner Marjorie B. Tiven, New York City Commission 
for the United Nations, gave the introduction to Professor Tan 
Oon Seng for the City Hall address. Professor Tan shared 
observations of six key areas using the acronym 
I. GOD. W. T. 

Impact of educational policies
Goal congruence across stakeholders
Openness to innovation
Development of teachers as top investment
World perspective in developing the new generation
Trust in teachers as a great empowerment

At the recent APERA 2010 conference which took place 
from the 23 to 26 November 2010 at the Putra World Trade 
Centre in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, Professor Tan Oon Seng, 
who helmed APERA as President from 2008 to 2010, was 
awarded the APERA Honorary Lifelong Fellowship for his 
“outstanding contribution and demonstration of leadership 
in the promotion of educational research in the Asia-
Pacific region” while Associate Professor Low Ee Ling was 
also awarded the APERA Fellowship for her “outstanding 
contribution and demonstration of dedication and commitment 
towards the cause of APERA” in recognition of her role as 
Executive Director from 2008 to 2010. 

The Presidential handover to Professor Dato’ Dr Ibrahim 
Ahmad Bajunid and the presentation of the APERA fellowship 
awards took place during the grand opening ceremony of the 
conference witnessed by delegates from Malaysia, Singapore, 
the Philippines, Thailand, China, Hong Kong, Taiwan,South 
Korea, Japan, Sri Lanka, Pakistan, Turkey, Iran, the 

Netherlands, Germany, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, 
the United Kingdom and the United States. 

For a full report on the conference, see Ng (2011) published 
in APERA’s official journal Educational Research in Policy & 
Practice Vol 10:1 by Springer situated in the Netherlands. 

(From left) Associate Professor Low Ee Ling, Associate Dean, Office of Teacher 
Education, NIE and Professor Tan Oon Seng, Dean, Office of Teacher Education, 
NIE with Professor Dato’ Dr Ibrahim Ahmad Bajunid, Deputy President/ Deputy 
Vice Chancellor, INTI-UC Laureate International Universities and Professor of 
Management, Education and the Social Sciences

NIE Faculty Honoured with 
Asia-Pacific Educational 
Research Association 
(APERA) Awards
By Public, International and Alumni Relations Department

The Second Conference of 
the Asia-Pacific Consortium 
on Chinese Teaching 
By Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group 

Associate Professor Goh Yeng Seng, Head, ALC (5th from left), with delegates from 
the ALC Academic Group

The Second Conference of the Asia-Pacific Consortium on 
Chinese Teaching was held in Seoul from 16 to 17 October 
2010. A delegation of twelve teaching staff members from the 
Asian Languages and Cultures (ALC) Academic Group, led 
by Associate Professor Goh Yeng Seng, Head, ALC, attended 
the event. Close to seventy Chinese language educators
from eight countries within the Asia-Pacific region were 
present at the Hankuk University of Foreign Studies, located 
in Imun-Dong, Dongdaemun-Gu, Seoul, where the conference 
was held. 

Associate Professor Goh delivered a keynote address entitled 
“Bilingual Approach for Chinese Language Teachers: The 
Singapore Model” which outlined ALC’s strategic innovation 
in teaching pedagogy in response to the rapidly changing 
sociolinguistic profile of Chinese language learners in 
Singapore. The other team members also shared their views 

pertaining to Chinese language teaching in the Singapore 
context, based on their respective areas of specialisation.

The Asia-Pacific Consortium provided a fantastic platform for 
Chinese language educators from the region to facilitate the 
mutual exchange of knowledge and experience from a second 
language perspective. The meeting, though brief, was an 
intense and focused one.

Taking over the baton from Korea, ALC will be hosting the Third 
Conference in June 2011, together with the SEAMEO Regional 
Language Centre (RELC). Preparation work has commenced 
to ensure that it will be an equally successful event.

(From left) Professor Meyer Feldberg, President 

of New York City Global Partners, Commissioner 

Marjorie B. Tiven, New York City Commission for 

the United Nations and Professor Tan Oon Seng, 

Dean, Office of Teacher Education, NIE
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Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE, 
said, “Nobody will blame us if we do not 
know everything but people will blame us 
if we do not tap on the potential (of using 
technology in education).”

The way people access information, communicate and 
collaborate online has changed due to easy access to the 
Internet and a wide range of mobile devices. It is crucial to 
understand the implications of these developments on the 
way learners interact online. NIE’s e-Fiesta theme provided 
the opportunity to consider these challenges in the context of 
teaching and learning with technology that encourages social, 
open and mobile learning environments.

The e-Fiesta 2011 was jointly organised by the Office of 
Teacher Education (OTE), the Centre for e-Learning (CeL) 
and the Bachelor of Science Club (BSc Club). Each year, the 
event strives to provide an opportunity for student teachers 
and lecturers to see what trends are emerging in e-learning in 
Singapore and beyond.

This year the event took place on the 26 January. The 
ceremony was graced by the presence of Professor Lee 
Sing Kong, Director, NIE. In his opening address, Professor 
Lee reiterated that 21st Century teachers call for 21st Century 
teacher educators.

The profile of students in schools and the newer generation of 
student teachers are changing. Students and student teachers, 
being “digital natives”, are technologically savvy and fluent 
with the use of technology in their everyday lives. Teachers 
and teacher educators, being “digital immigrants” need to 
keep pace with new technologies or risk being disconnected 
from the new generation if they do not move out of the 
20th Century mindset. NIE, as the sole teacher preparation 
institute in Singapore, has to play its part in keeping abreast of 
educational technology.

Mr Lim Boon Tat from the Singapore Google Educators Group, 
and Mr Yee Jenn En, Solutions Engineer from Blackboard Inc, 
gave interesting keynote presentations during the opening 
ceremony. Mr Lim’s presentation on “A New Paradigm: Open 
and Social Learning” gave a fresh perspective on how social 
networking has changed the way people interact and work, 

highlighting that this was an opportunity to connect with 
and engage learners. He also espoused the idea of open 
learning and the spirit of sharing, so as to optimise creativity 
and innovation. Mr Yee followed with a showcase of the latest 
in Blackboard functions that allowed easy communication 
with students through mobile technology. The showcase 
illustrated that learning could happen anytime and anywhere 
with mobile technology. 

With lively panel discussions, best practice demonstrations 
and hands-on workshops, participants got the chance 
to experience a diverse range of e-learning tools and 
technologies specifically focused on social, open and mobile 
learning. These included learning in virtual environments such 
as Second Life, learning through video games, sharing and 
licensing materials under Creative Commons and using mobile 
augmented reality applications. 

The participants found the concurrent sessions highly 
engaging and stimulating. Here is a Wordle that summarised 
their experiences.

2011NIE and SRI (International) 
signs refreshed MOU
By Professor Looi Chee Kit, 
Centre of Excellence in Learning Innovation

Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE, signed an 
updated Memorandum of Understanding between NIE and 
SRI International (SRI) with Dr Curt Carlson, CEO SRI 
International, on 18th January 2011. 

Following the first MOU signed on 13 June 2007, SRI and NIE 
have collaborated over three years with the following signature 
accomplishments:

 Launching the Math 180 project in which NIE faculty 
contributed mathematics education expertise to the design 
of an integrated mathematics intervention product for 
struggling students.

 Delivering innovation workshops to teachers, school 
leaders and Ministry of Education officials.

 Further developing the GroupScribbles innovation 
and building a GroupScribbles scale-up program in     
Singapore schools.

The updated MOU provides for a framework of further 
collaboration between SRI and NIE, with a view to ensuring an 
effective and mutually beneficial co-operation while maintaining 
alignment with the overall goals, context and strategic aims of 
SRI and NIE. Tapping on the strengths of  SRI and NIE, both 
parties agree to pursue continued joint activities, including:

 The joint development of a sustainable business model for 
innovation workshops;

 Further research on innovation;

 Seeking more funding opportunities to carry out research 
on student learning; and

 Identifying and exploiting new opportunities beyond Math 180.

(From right) Dr Curt Carlson, SRI (International), Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, 
NIE and Professor Looi Chee Kit, NIE, at the signing of the MOU between NIE and 
SRI (International)

The culture and mindset of the 21st Century educational 
institution is one that fosters students and staff in generating 
new ideas and developing strong process design skills in 
order to develop innovations of value. NIE together with 
SRI International (SRI) formed a collaboration to address 
a number of areas in education that impact 21st Century 
learning. One of the areas is the Nurturing Talent Programme 
that specifically addresses educators and learners. With 
this in mind, NIE and SRI have co-developed and started a 
workshop programme that emphasises systematic processes 
and goals for innovation in education.

The recent four-day workshop conducted in September 2010 
saw participants from the Ministry of Education, primary 
and secondary schools coming together to glean insights 
on research-based practices that impact school practices, 
expose themselves to techniques in creating value and 

develop a greater awareness in recognising opportunities that 
aid in creating and sustaining innovations in schools.

Workshop programme facilitators from both SRI and NIE 
were on-hand to share their knowledge and understanding 
on frameworks, tools and techniques and experiences with 
innovation process tools that participants can use throughout 
their careers.

This workshop programme is a fine example of how the 
Centre of Excellence in Learning Innovation at NIE brings 
together the core strengths of both organisations in order to 
benefit Singapore’s educators.

For more information on the Nurturing Talent Programme, 
please visit http://www.nie.edu.sg/research-centres/centre-
excellence-learning-innovation.

Nurturing Talent Workshop September 2010 Facilitators and Participants

Nurturing Talent

The organising committee would like to 
thank all speakers for their time and effort in 
making this annual e-Fiesta a success! 
NIE looks forward to 
seeing staff and 
student teachers 
in 2012 for the 
next e-Fiesta! 

By Eric Yeo, Office of Teacher Education and Pratima Majal, Centre for E-Learning

By Anwar Chan,
Centre of Excellence for Innovation 
in Education (COELI)Through Value Creation
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Associate Professor Peerawut Suwanjan and 
representatives from Thailand Education Deans 
Council visited NIE, Singapore, to learn more 
about the teaching of Maths education and 
NIE’s teacher education programmes on
19 November 2011

His Excellency Ruslan Kazakbaev, Foreign Minister, 
Kyrgyz Republic, visited NIE to learn more about 
Teacher Education and Professional Development on 
13 December 2010

His Excellency, Mr Porfirio Lobo Sosa, President of the 
Republic of Honduras (left) and his delegation visited NIE 
on 24 February 2011 to find out more about Singapore’s 
education system

Kudos to NIE’s Good Samaritans!
By Kartini Bte Anwar, Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

I wish to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all the civic-minded 
members of NIE for their prompt help, support, company 
and kind assistance as I went through the most challenging 
experience in my life on 8 February. On the morning of 
8 February, my car skidded and overturned on the NIE 
campus. Fortunately, some NIE staff and good Samaritans 
came to my rescue and I managed to get out of my car with 
minor injuries. I would like to especially thank Assistant 
Professor Aw Guat Poh and Dr Saeda Buang from the Asian 
Languages and Cultures Academic Group for coming to my 

assistance, and the security staff of NIE for their swift action 
taken during the course of the accident. 

Following the accident, I was very touched to receive best-
wishes from NIE Director, Professor Lee Sing Kong and 
numerous colleagues. Indeed, your kind concern, prayers 
and best-wishes have lifted my spirit. The kindness of the 
NIE community knows no bounds. I believe I survived the 
ordeal for a reason, which is to continue serving the caring 
community of NIE.  

 
 

Visit the new Library Portal at http://libris.nie.edu.sg/ and be 
greeted with a fresh new look! A vibrant image replaces the 
previous cluttered layout and tired pre-millennium threads.  
The website redesign is part of the Library’s progressive 
LIBRIS21 strategic plan to meet the challenges of the 21st 

Century. The revamp was also carried out in response to 
feedback from users who can now access library resources 
and information more quickly and conveniently. Search 
tabs for popular resources are placed prominently on the 
homepage.  Navigation is now a breeze with drop-down 

NIE Library Website Gets a Makeover!
By Hilary Ho, Library and Information Services Centre

menus and quick links. Accessibility has been enhanced with 
text-enlarging options and alternate tags for images.  

The website makeover was a timely opportunity to introduce 
interactive features like flash banners, RSS feeds for library 
announcements and links to social networking tools. Yet to 
come are plans for a library blog and multimedia content.    

We welcome any feedback and suggestions to 
libris@nie.edu.sg or contact the Library at (65) 6219 6114.

Adam Scott catching up with the four scholarship recipients: (from left) Cheryl Lim, 
Muhammad Nazif Ashraf Bin Ahmad, Adam Scott, Lim Hui Jia and Crystal Wee

During the visit, the SSM students interacted with Scott 
and posed various questions about his golf experience 
and the secret behind his success. Scott shared that the 
most important element to achieving success is self-belief. 
According to Scott, talent is only one part of the package and 
self-belief coupled with hard work can take one to higher levels 
of achievement.

Scott’s visionary work in promoting education among the youth 
is highly commendable and he is certainly a role model for our 
students to hopefully emulate his success. 

Adam Scott, one of the best golfers in the world, visited NIE on 
18 February. His work with the Adam Scott Foundation (ASF) 
to support education for young adults has benefitted aspiring 
youths in Australia and now, Singapore. 

Four Sport Science and Management (SSM) students were 
awarded ASF scholarships worth S$30,000 each from The 
Adam Scott Foundation Asia. The visit by Adam Scott to NIE 
marks another milestone in the close working relationship 
between NIE and ASF to support aspiring youths in pursuing a 
meaningful and fulfilling educational experience. 

NIE Director Professor Lee Sing Kong presenting Adam Scott with a souvenir

Rt Honorable Michael Gove, Secretary of 
Education, United Kingdom (UK), visited NIE to 
learn about NIE’s leadership programmes and 
exchanges between UK and Singapore school 
leaders on 12 November 2010

Renowned Golfer Adam Scott Visits NIE
By Chow Jia Yi, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Prominent
Visitors
By Alan Ho, Public, International and Alumni 
Relations Department
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Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE, sharing NIE’s key achievements under the 
3:3:3 Roadmap in his address to staff

Centre for e-Learning staff showcasing how iPads could be the next big thing in 
classroom learning  

TE21 Summit featuring Director’s Annual Address: 

21st Century
Teachers Call for 21st Century
Teacher Educators

the growing inroads made by our research endeavours, the 
strengthening of our relationships with key stakeholders, and 
the international awards and accolades bestowed on NIE 
faculty by their peers. 

With NIE at the midway point of the 3:3:3 Roadmap, Professor 
Lee emphasised that more needs to be done to realise the 
vision of “an institute of distinction”. He outlined the four key 
initiatives that will drive our strategy in the next two to three 
years: TE21 implementation; Research Development and 
Innovation Masterplan; Enterprise Architecture in tandem with 
the Human Capital Masterplan; and LIBRIS21. 

The theme of this year’s Annual Address was “21st Century 
Teachers Call for 21st Century Teacher Educators.” With the 
TE21 initiative at the core of NIE’s teaching strategy, Professor 
Lee reiterated its importance in enabling NIE to play a strategic 
role in meeting the changing needs of Singapore’s education 
system. He reminded all staff that in order to transform teacher 
education, NIE’s faculty must put the 21st Century learner at 
the heart of our educational goals and equip teachers with the 

On 2 November 2010, Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, 
NIE, delivered his Annual Address to staff which also kick-
started the one-day TE21 Summit event. The TE21 Summit was 
conceived as a platform to share and showcase teaching and 
research initiatives that will be instrumental in keeping NIE at 
the forefront of 21st Century teacher education. 

In his address, Professor Lee shared NIE’s key achievements 
under the five-year strategic plan, better known as the 3:3:3 

Roadmap, and the significant 
strides that have been made 

in teaching, research 
and enabling corporate 
support over the last 
three years. The list 
of accomplishments 
covered the spectrum 
of new programmes, the 

impact of NIE’s leadership 
in the international 

education fraternity, 

values, skills and knowledge that will equip our 21st Century 
learners with 21st Century competencies. In calling on all 
faculty to adopt the mantle of 21st Century teacher educators, 
he shared his thoughts on the key attributes that make up a 
21st Century teacher educator - one who strives for continuous 
improvement in teaching and research; is open to learning 
and sharing; and more importantly, is a role model to student 
teachers. He also encouraged staff to apply relevant and 
innovative pedagogies. To move the TE21 initiative forward, 
he stressed that a culture of sharing and learning must be 
established within NIE. Platforms need to be created for 
Academic Groups (AGs) and faculty members to share 
and learn about best practices. NIE must also leverage on 
information from research to improve our programmes. 

The TE21 Summit which followed Professor Lee’s Address 
exemplified the kind of sharing platform that hopefully will 
become an integral feature of the academic landscape within 
NIE. The programme comprised a line-up of presentations, 
workshops and sharing sessions by NIE staff, MOE policy 
officers and external trainers. Professor David Hogan, Principal 
Research Scientist, Office of Education Research, presented 
a session on “Current and Future Pedagogies in Singapore 
Schools”, which was followed by sharing by the e-Portfolio 

project team on the pilot and its anticipated impact on NIE’s 
ITP programmes. Three MOE divisions were invited to share 
the latest developments on key initiatives for 21st Century 
Competencies, ICT in Schools and Holistic Assessment 
under PERI. All AGs mounted sharing sessions on their good 
pedagogies which were as varied as using games, videos and 
other alternative approaches to teaching and learning. 

Management and corporate services officers (MCSO) had 
a programme specially tailored to encourage them to tap 
into their creativity and unearth their innovative talents. 
Recognising that MCSOs play a crucial role in supporting 
NIE’s teaching and research strategy goals, they too must be 
equipped with the right skills and tools to achieve higher levels 
of performance. 

In an evaluation survey conducted after the Summit, 
respondents gave an enthusiastic ‘thumbs up’ for the event. 
They appreciated Director’s Annual Address for the insight 
it provided on NIE’s achievements and ongoing strategic 
initiatives as well as the opportunity to play a role, as members 
of the NIE community, in contributing to its success. Many 
ideas and suggestions were also forthcoming in how future 
events could shape up. 

FEATURESPECIAL

Are they teaching or goofing around? Staff from the Physical Education and Sports 
Science Academic Group’s sharing session show you can do both using smart games 
as a pedagogical tool

Hands up if you’re having fun! NIE’s management and corporate services officers get 
into the swing of things at a workshop tailored for them

Professor David Hogan, Principal 
Research Scientist, Office of 
Education Research (OER) 
addressing the audience on OER’s 
research findings on “Current and 
Future Pedagogies in Singapore 
Schools”

Professor Looi Chee Kit, Head, Centre of Excellence for Learning Innovation, sharing 
research-based innovations in schools, highlighting mobile-learning projects

By Strategic Planning and Corporate Services Department
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Come join us at the fourth Redesigning Pedagogy International 
Conference from 30 May to 1 June 2011, based on the theme 
Transforming Teaching, Inspiring Learning. 

Organised and hosted by NIE, this series of conferences provides 
a global forum for practitioners, researchers, educational leaders 
and policy makers to interact and share leading-edge research and 
best practices across schools and cultures.

This year’s conference features eminent scholars, who will be 
delivering these keynote addresses:

 Learning Through Doing: The Practices of Improvement                                                                                                  
Research by Dr Anthony Bryk, President, The Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching, USA

 Assessment and Teaching of 21st Century Skills by Professor Patrick Griffin, Director of Assessment Research Centre, 
Associate Dean Strategic Projects, Chair of Education (Assessment), The University of Melbourne, Australia

 Sameness and Differences in Learning by Professor Ference Marton, Professor Emeritus, University of Gothenburg, Sweden

 Teaching as a Clinical Practice: Using Data But Not Blinkered By It by Professor Barry McGaw, Chair, Australian Curriculum,  
Assessment and Reporting Authority, Melbourne Graduate School of Education, The University of Melbourne, Australia 

 The Strategic Education Research Partnership: A New Approach to Educational Research by Professor Catherine Snow, 
Patricia Albjerg Graham Professor of Education, Harvard Graduate School of Education, Harvard University, USA 

Details and updates are available at http://conference.nie.edu.sg.

TRANSFORMING 
TEACHING, 
INSPIRING LEARNING
By Office of Teacher Education 

On 20 January 2011, a group of proud NIE higher degree 
students were awarded the Dean’s Commendation for 
Research. They were recognised for having excelled in
their research by publishing papers in peer-reviewed 
international journals or international refereed book chapters 
during their period of candidature. The ceremony was held 
in NIE with Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE, as the 
Guest of Honour. 

The Dean’s Commendation for Research was instituted in 
January 2008 to encourage publication of high quality articles 
on research done by higher degree students. The recognition 
which takes the form of a certificate, is given every semester 

to deserving students whose names are nominated by their 
supervisors. Their publications are then judged by a panel 
chaired by the Dean of Graduate Studies & Professional 
Learning, Professor Paul Teng. The panel members consist 
of Heads of Academic Groups or their representatives, 
Associate Dean (Higher Degrees), and Sub Dean (Higher 
Degrees by Research).

For the August 2010 semester, twenty-seven nominations 
were received, and a total of twenty-four commendation 
certificates were presented to nineteen recipients, some of 
whom had multiple publications. (see facing page.)

Dean’s Commendation for Research
By Office of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

PhD

MSc (by Research)
 Name Academic Group Supervisor (s)

1 MISS GISSELLA BAHOYO LEBRON NSSE Dr Augustine Tan Tuck Lee

2 MR PEH YI CHING, SHAWN PESS Dr Chow Jia Yi 

MA (by Coursework & Dissertation)
 Name Academic Group Supervisor (s)

1 MDM LAWRENCE CHRISTINE ANNE  PS Dr Chong Wan Har

(Front row, third from left) Associate Professor 
Koh Chong Lek, Sub-Dean, Graduate Studies 
and Professional Learning (GPL), Professor 
Paul Teng, Dean, GPL and Professor Lee Sing 
Kong, Director, NIE posing with winners

 Name Academic Group Supervisor (s)

1 MRS KOK ESTHER CORNELIA MRS JOOSA ECSE Dr Susan Kay Wright

2 MS TAN SING YEE  ECSE Dr Karen Philomena Nonis

3 MDM LEE CHIEN CHING  LST Dr Tan Seng Chee

4 MDM YEO AI CHOO JENNIFER  LST Dr Tan Seng Chee

5 MR DENG FENG  LST Dr Chai Ching Sing

6 MR YEO BOON WOOI JOSEPH MME Dr Foong Pui Yee

7 MISS LEE WAN YEN  NSSE Dr Lee Peng Foo, Peter
   Dr Yan Yaw Kai (Co supervisor)

8 MISS OON PEY TEE NSSE Dr Subramaniam S/O Ramanathan

9 MISS PAN ZHENYING  NSSE Dr Rajdeep Singh Rawat
   Dr Lee Choon Keat, Paul 
   (Co supervisor)

10 MISS SHUMAILA KARAMAT  NSSE Dr Rajdeep Singh Rawat
   Dr Lee Choon Keat, Paul 
   (Co supervisor)

11 MR ASHOOTOSH TRIPATHI NSSE Dr Tan Lik Tong

12 MR TEO CHIN CHYE NSSE Dr Tan Swee Ngin

13 MS YONG FUI FONG NSSE Dr Teo Yong Chua
   Dr Yan Yaw Kai (Co supervisor)

14 MISS NIDHI GUPTA PESS Dr Govindasamy Balasekaran
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Realising an NIE-Wide Research Agenda 
By Lin Ai-Leen, Office of Education Research

A strategic Research, Development and Innovation (RD&I) 
framework has been developed to guide NIE’s research 
agenda for the period 2008–13. This framework represents 
NIE’s commitment to a policy-driven and evidence-based 
research agenda.

Led by the Office of Education Research, the RD&I agenda 
corresponds with the second tranche of funding provided 
by the Ministry of Education to conduct research and 

implement sustainable pedagogical and 
organisational innovations that 
will impact on policy formulation 
and pedagogical practices in 

Singapore schools.

The formulation of this 
framework was influenced by 
four sets of considerations: 
Government policy settings; 
the changing educational 
landscape and strategic 
challenges in Singapore; 
findings from NIE’s 
research activities between 
2004 and 2006; and NIE’s 
research capacities.

The RD&I agenda 
focuses our 

research efforts on four niche areas: pedagogy (curriculum, 
assessment, teaching, technology, instructional design); 
leadership (and organisational change); domain-specific/
disciplinary research; and teacher learning (pre-service 
education and in-service professional development).

Specifically, NIE commits to the following RD&I agenda:

 to undertake detailed research on classroom pedagogy,  
encompassing knowledge and the curriculum,  
assessment, technology and learning environments,  
teaching and instructional design, and classroom 
organisation and management;

 to measure and map student outcomes, both academic 
and non-academic, and model the impact of pedagogy on  
student outcomes;

 to design technology-rich learning environments and tools;

 to develop and carry out a programme of evidence-based  
interventions designed to build teacher capacity, improve  
classroom practice, and enhance student outcomes in line  
with government policy; and

 to facilitate evidence-based policy and programme  
development and implementation.

To date, NIE has a total of 102 funded research projects led 
by Principal Investigators across NIE’s academic groups and 
research centres. Over 60% of these projects focus on the 
area of pedagogy and classroom practice.

NIE Faculty Garners Renowned 
TESOL Award for Distinguished 
Research 2010
By Public, International and Alumni Relations Department

Associate Professor 
Lawrence Zhang from the 
English Language and 
Literature Academic Group 
has won the prestigious 
TESOL Award for 
Distinguished Research 
2010. Associate Professor 

Zhang, who joins an illustrious list of eminent linguists and 
renowned language educators, is the first and only scholar 
from Singapore to be conferred the award. TESOL selects 
only one paper for this prestigious award each year. 

Associate Professor Zhang is selected as the sole award 
recipient by the largest international English language 
teaching professional body, Teachers of English to Speakers 
of Other Languages, Inc. (TESOL), for his seminal paper 
“A Dynamic Metacognitive Systems Account of Chinese 
University Students’ Knowledge About EFL Reading”. This 
paper was published in the international refereed journal, 
TESOL Quarterly, a leading journal in the field of English 
language teaching and research, which is ranked by the 
SSCI-Index and the Journal Citation Reports (JCR).
“I am deeply honoured and humbled to have been chosen 
to receive such an important award for my research,” said 
Associate Professor Zhang. 

In his research, Associate Professor Zhang highlighted the 
importance of metacognition in language learning. He argued 
that metacognition as a set of dynamic systems has been 
recognised as an important area of inquiry in TESOL/applied 
linguistics. Nonetheless, he noted that literature on students’ 
metacognition about second language (L2) reading is still 
cursory. Since globalisation has resulted in many Chinese-as-
a-first-language students becoming transnationals pursuing 
academic studies in English, predominantly in Western 
countries, and the increasing importance of metacognition in 
applied linguistics research from both theoretical and practical 
perspectives has been emphasised, his study significantly 
contributes to researchers’ and teachers’ understanding of L2 
learners from such backgrounds. 

Reporting findings from an interview study of twenty L2 
learners’ reading experiences framed within a dynamic 
metacognitive systems perspective, Associate Professor 
Zhang has found that there is a strong relationship between 
metacognition and successful L2 reading comprehension, and 
that the successful and the less successful L2 students are 
different in the amount and the quality of the metacognitive 
knowledge they possess. His research findings are 
expected to provide significant insights into research by, and 
pedagogical practices of English educators working with such 
learners around the world.

RESEARCH

The exhibit was a unique opportunity to showcase ways that art can be used 
in educational contexts to facilitate learning, as representations of learning 
and of children’s voices in educational contexts, as part of more 
holistic education and to latch on to MOE initiatives such as 
PERI. In addition, the exhibit was unique in bringing together 
sponsorships from Early Childhood and Special Needs 
Education, English Language and Literature, and Visual and 
Performing Arts Academic Groups, and Office of Education 
Research/Centre for Research in Pedagogy & Practice. 
This was an exciting showcase of institutional collaboration, 
pedagogy-research linkage and the possibilities of integrating 
arts-based practices in education. 

Through the Eyes of the Child
By Associate Professor Rita Silver, English Language and Literature Academic Group

On 17 January 2011, an exhibit entitled Through the Eyes of 
the Child opened at the NIE Art Gallery. Organised by NIE 
staff, Esther Joosa and Professor Susan Wright from the 
Early Childhood and Special Needs Education Academic 
Group and Associate Professor Rita Silver from the English 
Language and Literature Academic Group, the exhibit brought 
together work of children (in school and out of school) and 
of Masters level students in our professional development 
programme. The exhibit was held from 17 to 28 January with 
an associated seminar for teachers, Raising the Profile of Arts-
Based Research and Practice in Singapore, led by Joosa and 
Professor Wright on 17 January.

Three projects were represented in the exhibit:

 Artwork by children of NIE staff, commemorating the 60th  
Anniversary of NIE (facilitated by Esther Joosa);

 Drawings and stories of, fifty Primary Two children involved  
in a research project funded by the Office of Education  
Research, Curriculum Implementation in Early Primary  
Schooling in Singapore (facilitated by Associate Professor 
Rita Silver and Professor Susan Wright); and

 Masks made by pre-service teachers in NIE Masters 
level course, Teachers as Arts Researcher (facilitated by 
Professor Susan Wright and Esther Joosa) 
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“Students in the 21st Century are the “Digital Natives” who grew up surrounded by 
computers and electronic gadgets. As they have access to almost any kind of information 

via the Internet, the traditional way of “chalk-and-talk” teaching can no longer capture their 
attention. Teachers in the 21st Century have to be equipped with the knowledge in ICT 

and be able to leverage on it to make lessons more engaging and interesting.  Personally, 
I would also expose myself to the activities that students are engaged in, so that we can 

speak the same language …”

Wong Shing Kit, winner of London Chamber of Commerce and Industry (LCCI) Prize, 
currently teaches in East View Secondary School

A total of 452 newly-qualified teachers received their NIE 
diplomas at the Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony, graced by the 
presence of Mr Masagos Zulkifli, Minister of State, Ministry of 
Education and Ministry of Home Affairs, at the NTU Nanyang 
Auditorium on 15 February 2011. Some 21% of the graduands 
are mid-career switchers aged 28 years and older who held at 
least a first degree. 

The Valedictorian for this cohort, Wong Shing Kit, is one such 
mid-career switcher. “It may sound like a cliché, but to me, 
being a teacher is really a calling. It is true that the accounting 
industry rewards me better in monetary terms, but the 
intangible rewards and the sense of satisfaction that teaching 

(From left) Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE; Guest of Honour, Mr Masagos Zulkilfi, 
Minister of State, MOE; Mrs Tan Ching Yee, Permanent Secretary, MOE and NIE Council 
Chairperson; Mr Khoo Chin Hean, NIE Council Deputy Chairman and Professor Er Meng 
Hwa, Senior Associate Provost, NTU are all robed and ready for the Academic Procession

(From left) Associate Professor Steven Tan, Associate Dean, Office of Graduate Studies 
and Professional Development, NIE; Professor Tan Oon Seng, Dean, Office of Teacher 
Education, NIE; Professor Er Meng Hwa, Senior Associate Provost, NTU; Dr Koh Noi 
Keng, Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group, NIE; Mr Marcel Lee, 
Principal, St Gabriel’s Secondary School and Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE

By Wendy Goh, 
Public, International and Alumni Relations Department

“An undying passion, a lot of patience, unlimited creativity and a short attention span.  
These are the ‘survival’ qualities that I believe have to be ingrained into the  21st  Century 
teacher ... An “undying passion” is more crucial to sustain a teacher in today’s teaching 
field.  We are in a day and age where information on almost everything can be found with 
a simple click of the mouse, hence teaching is not just letting students learn knowledge but 
it’s a matter of truly being able to ignite a real interest in them for the subject matter. “

Justina Ang, winner of Geography Teachers’ Association of
Singapore Book Prize, currently teaches in Pioneer Secondary School

17

“I chose to join teaching because I had a lot of good memories of my secondary school days 
and wish to create the right environment for my students to create their own good memories 

of their school days.”

Tan Han Yu Melvin, PGDE (Secondary/Junior College), Winner of Singapore Association for 
the Advancement of Science Prize, currently teaches in Victoria School

Prize winners of the January 2010 cohort: (from left) Wong Shing Kit, Tan Chin Guan, 
Kam Li Ying, Lin Minglei and Justina Tan with Profesor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE 
and Ms Ho Peng, Director-General of Education, MOE.

A Celebration of the

Passion 
to Teach! 

Who says

fun
are not
teachers

people?

“To motivate a 21st Century student, we have to learn to relate the teaching subject to 
their experiences and what they are familiar with. Constant encouragement, couple 
with focus on self-improvement rather than grades, has also proved to be effective in 
stimulating positive instrinsic motivation within students.”

Lin Minglei, winner of Association of Mathematics Educators Book Prize, currently 
teaches in Xinmin Secondary School

a 21st Century student?
How would you motivate

a 21st Century Teacher possess?
qualities shouldWhat

Why did you teach?choose to

offers are what I value the most,” said Mr Wong, who gave up 
an accounting career to become a teacher. 

“NIE has equipped these teachers with the Skills, Values 
and Knowledge to bring about relevance in our 21st Century 
environment. To inspire and be inspired is what I believe your 
passion will do for you to meet the challenges in your teaching 
careers,” said Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE. 
The Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony not only celebrates 
graduands’ achievements in completing the initial teacher 
preparation programme but, more importantly, it marks the 
beginning of their journey as qualified teachers in the education 
service. The event ended with the graduands reciting the 
Teachers’ Pledge, led by Ms Ho Peng, Director-General 
of Education, Ministry of Education. The Pledge serves to 
reinforce their commitment to uphold the values of the teaching 
profession, which is to Lead, Care and Inspire students.
NIE congratulates all newly graduated teachers!
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I was privileged to be attached to Cornell University to 
work with Associate Professor Barbara Crawford from 
September to November 2010. This attachment was made 
possible by the Fulbright Association under the Fulbright 
Researcher Programme. 

During my attachment, I taught Cornell students who were 
pursuing their teaching certification. We had many hours of 
intellectual sparring and debates about science as inquiry 
as well as the different strategies for creating an inclusive 
classroom for students from diverse backgrounds.  

I also spent time in middle school classrooms observing 
school life in the United States. As part of my research, I 

interviewed middle school students about their knowledge 
and attitudes toward the environment they lived in. I will be 
replicating the study in Singapore so that a comparison can 
be made. 

In my three months in Ithaca, I had the opportunity to interact 
with Cornell graduate students, faculty, teachers, students, 
bus drivers and many others and developed a better 
understanding of American culture and way 
of life. It was a meaningful and fruitful 
experience for me and I am grateful 
to the Fulbright Association 
and NIE for making this 
possible for me. 

Learning Across the Land:
My Fulbright Experience
Assistant Professor Tan Aik Ling, Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group

Enhancing Pedagogical Skills 
for Teacher Trainers 
By Bryan Ang, NIE International

Participants of the Enhancing Pedagogy Skills for Teacher Trainers on NIE Campus (top photo) and on one of their school visits to Greenridge Secondary School (middle and bottom photo) 

ALUMNI

Calendar of Events
Event

Curriculum Forum 

Redesigning Pedagogy 
International Conference 2011

Date

13 May 

30 May – 1 June 

Venue

NIE, Singapore

NIE, Singapore

Contact Person

Dr Jasmine Sim, CTL
Email: jasmine.sim@nie.edu.sg

Ms Shirley Seet
Email: Shirley.seet@nie.edu.sg

In January 2011, NIE welcomed twenty-three participants from 
different countries who attended the Enhancing Pedagogy 
Skills for Teacher Trainers course. This train-the-trainer course 
was conducted from 10 to 21 January 2011 at the NIE Campus.

School leaders and senior teachers were selected from a 
diverse range of schools, training institutes and ministries, with 
teaching backgrounds spanning from early childhood studies 
to tertiary subjects. Their roles were to train and supervise 
teachers, looking after the quality of their pedagogy. These 
participants came from different areas of specialisation as well, 
such as English Language, Natural Sciences, Mathematics 
and Humanities. 

Even though the participants came from diverse backgrounds 
and cultures, the common trait was their passion to learn as 
much as they could and share their experiences with other 

educators. The participants gained the necessary skills to 
enhance their teaching practice and essential concepts and 
techniques for promoting and assessing creative thinking in a 
learning environment. They participated in interactive lectures 
and discussions, discovering different pedagogy approaches. 

Based on their specialisations, primary teacher trainers made 
a visit to Rivervale Primary School while secondary teacher 
trainers visited Greenridge Secondary School. The participants 
experienced ‘on-the-ground’ Singapore Education, or, as which 
one participant succinctly put it, ‘theories in practice’. 

As part of Singapore’s continuous engagement with the rest 
of the world, the Enhancing Pedagogy Skills for Teacher 
Trainers course was a success. NIE would like to thank 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Singapore, for funding the 
teaching programme and the participants under the Singapore 
Cooperation Programme (managed by the Technical 
Cooperation Directorate).

Mr Daniel Capps (doctoral candidate), Associate Professor Barbara Crawford and Assistant Professor Tan Aik Ling

(From left) Dr Ayelet Baram-Tsabari (visiting scholar from the Techion University in Israel), Ms Maya Patel (doctoral candidate),
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(From left) Sharifah Samirah Binte Syed Mohamad, Junyuan Primary School; Ong 
Chor Meng, Townsville Primary School; Loh Bin, Rivervale Primary School; Miriam 
Wun, Unity Primary School and Ratni Suriyani Binte Saib, Hougang Primary School

Keeping the

By Teo Li Lian, Public, International and Alumni Relations Department

(From left) Shirley Ong, CHIJ Secondary (Toa Payoh), Tan Geok Hoon, 
Hua Yi Secondary School, Ho Su Siew, CHIJ Katong Convent and Zhou 
Qian, CHIJ St Nicholas Girls’ School (Secondary)

For Sharifah and team, “The desire to make a difference in 
our pupils’ lives as well as in our own lives is what keeps us 
going. Teaching is indeed a calling and it has to come from 
the heart. After all, the child is at the heart of all we do and we 
are tasked to mould them.”

I find myself learning a lot from the students, especially in the use 
of information communication technologies and new media, and in turn 
seeing how I could also adopt some of the ideas that they have in my 
teaching as well. This dynamic exchange of ideas and mutual learning 
helps me to understand the learning needs of my students better and 
sustains my passion and motivation to grow continuously 
as an educator.

Shirley Ong, CHIJ Secondary (Toa Payoh) 

Teachers are generally passionate in their work as educators to start with. Clarity in 
communication, support in their work, and allowing them to develop in their areas of 
interest and strengths are important in keeping work meaningful. When they experience 
autonomy in their work, and are given opportunity to do what they are interested in (of 
course, aligned with school and departmental goals), they are able to keep their personal 
vision of education and work alive; and in doing so, remain passionate.

Tom Chan, Bukit Panjang Government High School 

I enjoy the moments I have with my students and it is interesting to view life from their perspectives as we engage in discussions 
either in the classrooms or after-lesson conversations. This rapport with my students has kept me going and their smiles and 
nods of greeting me and the tinkling sparks in their eyes when they learnt something new have always made my day. 

Ho Su Siew, CHIJ Katong Convent

On 24 February, 140 in-service teachers received their 
certificates for completing the Management and Leadership 
in Schools (MLS) programme. The MLS participants included 
Heads of Department and teachers who are leaders in one 
area or another in their schools.

Managed by NIE’s Office of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning, the MLS is a four-month programme that prepares 

middle-level leaders in schools to be exemplary leaders, 
people managers, and experts in teaching and learning. 

With the increasing demands placed on teachers by their 
students, parents and Principals, how do these teachers 
sustain their passion for teaching through the years? 
Let’s find out how some of our MLS participants 
keep their passion alive. 
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