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The inaugural Leaders and Educators in Asia Programme (LEAP)
Educators’ Conference 2011 was a two-day conference held 
in Manila from 11 to 12 February 2011. The conference was co-
organised by the National Institute of Education, Singapore (NIE) 
and Ateneo de Manila University (AdMU), and sponsored by 
Temasek Foundation. 

The conference aims to provide a platform for teachers to share 
their teaching experiences among the teaching fraternity in Manila, 
particularly in the areas of Mathematics, Science and Leadership. 
Despite it being the weekend, the high turnout of about 1,000 
participants for both days showed the conference attracted strong 
interest and relevance to educators in Manila. 

In customary Philippine tradition, the conference started with 
a prayer by Co-Chair, Mrs Carmela Oracion, Assistant to the 
President for Basic Education, AdMU. It was then followed by 
the opening address by Professor Lee Sing Kong, Director, NIE 
and Guest-of-Honour for the conference. Prof Lee highlighted 
the need for innovative changes in the way teachers teach in the 
21st century, emphasising the main theme of the conference, 
“Innovative Pedagogy & Practices in Science and Mathematics”. 
Prof Lee also stressed the importance of close ties between the 
Philippines and Singapore and between NIE and AdMU, noting 
that we can share and learn from one another. 

Mr Stanley Lee, Director, Temasek Foundation, graced the event. 
Noting that the best time to learn is now, he added that whilst he 
would have loved to have learnt more in his younger years, he felt 
that it is never too late to do so. He also feels honoured that the 
Foundation is playing its part as a catalyst of change. He related 
how uplifting he always feels whenever he meets teachers from the 
Philippines as they are always so full of passion in their profession. 
Fr Bienvenido Nebres, President, AdMU, and Professor Paul 
Teng, Dean of the Offi ce of Graduate Studies and Professional 
Learning, NIE, gave keynote addresses to a packed auditorium. 
Other NIE experts who shared their expertise were Associate 
Professor Augustine Tan and Assistant Professor Vicente Reyes. 
Dr Yeap Ban Har from Pathlight School and Professor Lim Cher 
Ping from The Hong Kong Institute of Education were also invited 
as guest plenary speakers.

Pre-registered participants queuing 
in line to collect their conference 
registration goodie bags

Prof Lee Sing Kong delivering a 
rousing opening speech at the LEAP 
Educators’ Conference 2011

(From left) The conference plenary speakers:(standing) Assoc Prof Augustine 
Tan, Assoc Prof Philip Wong, Dr Yeap Ban Har, Prof Paul Teng; 
(seated) Dr Virginia Cariño (Kalayaan College), Dr Milagros Ibe (University of the 
Philippines – Diliman)
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Reading this issue of the NIE News, you may notice that there is a lot 
about individuals and organisations (NIE and its partners) and their 
contributions to education in Singapore and beyond. Some have 
received special awards for their work; others have set up innovative 
programmes; others have been recipients of those programmes. In 
fact, there are so many examples of the exceptional work that is 
being carried out that it has been necessary to expand this issue 
from twenty to twenty-four pages.

As you read the articles, I believe you will notice one thing that 
stands out again and again and that is the passion that each of those 
involved brings to education. For example, NIE works with a number 
of partners in providing quality training. One of these is Temasek 
Foundation which is passionate about helping other countries learn 
the lessons that Singapore has learnt. Temasek Foundation works 
with NIE to provide opportunities for passionate educationists in 
other countries to learn skills they can pass on to their colleagues 
using a cascading approach. The Leaders and Educators in Asia 
Programme (LEAP) is one such opportunity.

The passion for teaching, service and teamwork shown by many 
of our colleagues is highlighted by the list of those in the NIE family 
who have received NTU Nanyang Awards. They set an example for 
all of us. It is this passion that has led to the international recognition 
of such individual contributions as that of Associate Professor 
Lawrence Zhang and of the success of Singapore’s education 
system as a whole.

In the end, the real test of any teacher is the passion that she or he 
brings to the subject content and to the development of the students. 
Students will respect and learn from the teacher who has passion for 
the subject and for them. This issue introduces you to some of those 
teachers and educationists.

Guest Editor
Christopher Ward
English Language and Literature Academic Group

Editor’s Say
Photo: Courtesy by Dr Christopher Ward
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One key feature of the conference was the concurrent breakout 
workshops which were held on the second day of the conference. 
The 41 workshops were mostly facilitated by teachers and school 
leaders who had undergone the Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(PGDE) and Customised Training Programme (CTP) in NIE 
under the LEAP programme. This served as a platform for LEAP 
participants to share what they had seen, experienced and learnt 
in NIE. It also gave others who had not attended the Programme 
an opportunity to hear and learn from their peers. In effect, it 
created a multiplier effect which encouraged the propagation of 
information to others in the teaching profession within Quezon City 
and Greater Manila. 

In a broader perspective, the conference strives to create a 
platform to congregate all teachers and school leaders, who had 
forward-thinking ideas on pedagogy and vision, and share their 
ideas with the larger education fraternity in Manila. This was 
achieved with interesting talks and presentations by school leaders 
from all over the Philippines, including an inspirational presentation 
by President, Dr Christopher Bernido and Principal, Dr Ma. Victoria 
Carpio-Bernido, Central Visayan Institute Foundation, Bohol.

This, in part, is NIE’s small way of impacting the educational 
fraternity internationally. And in so doing, we hope that NIE further 
cements its reputation as an education provider of the highest 
international standards, and moves towards its aspirations of being 
an Institute of Distinction. 

About the Leaders and Educators in 
Asia Programme
The LEAP programme was launched in 2008 by Temasek 
Foundation and NIE as a way of sharing expertise, best 
practices and proven pedagogical approaches with our 
immediate community within the region. 

For more information on the LEAP Educators’ Conference, 
please visit www.leap-philippines.org
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NIE’s Associate Professor Lawrence Zhang of the English 
Language and Literature Academic Group spoke to over 100 
doctoral students from around the world at the 45th International 
Teachers of English to Speakers of Other Languages (TESOL) 
Convention in New Orleans, Louisiana, USA. 

This year, the popular convention was attended by more than 8,000 
participants and Assoc Prof Zhang was the only delegate selected 
from Singapore. From over 400 proposals based on rigorous 
criteria, only 150 proposals were chosen by the Organising 
Committee. Selected as a distinguished speaker, Assoc Prof 
Zhang delivered a plenary speech titled as  “Methodological 
Options in TESOL and Applied Linguistics Research: Changing 
Trajectories of Research-Driven Missions” at the TESOL Doctoral 
Forum 2011, the one-day global platform which precedes the 
three-day Annual International TESOL Convention and serves to 
encourage academic interaction amongst participants. 

Assoc Prof Zhang’s presentation was well-received with 
commendations from the Organising Committee Chairs, Dr Joellen 
Coryell and Ms Monica McCrory, University of Texas-Austin and 
even participants. 

Dr Coryell, Organising Committee Chair, noted, “We have received 
so many words of thanks and appreciation for your excellent 
presentation.” Sharing similar sentiments was Ms McCrory who 

Assoc Prof Lawrence Zhang speaking at the Forum

Korea and Hong Kong were listed in recent Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) and Programme for 
International Student Assessment (PISA) reports as top performing 
countries in various educational areas, such as in reading, 
mathematics and science. To better understand their education 
system and teacher preparation models, a study trip was made to 
the two cities. 

The team, comprising Associate Professor Low Ee Ling (head of 
the delegation), Associate Professor Tay Eng Guan, Ms Jennifer 
Joseph and Mr Eric Yeo, would like to thank the eight institutions’ 
representatives who warmly welcomed and hosted the team 
during their visits. The institutions were Chinese University of 
Hong Kong; Ewha Womans University and their elementary school 
and kindergarten; Hong Kong Institute of Education; Jockey Club 
Primary School; the Korean Educational Development Institute; 
Seoul National University; Seoul National University of Education 
and their elementary school; and Tai Po Old Market School. The 
trip proved fruitful as the team took away from their observations 
fi ve important learning points.

Firstly, Korea and Hong Kong have highly successful four-year 
teacher education Bachelor programmes that attract the top 30 
per cent of their high school graduates. In Korea, its elementary 
school teacher preparation programmes is so competitive that it 
attracts the top 1 per cent of high school graduates. 

It was a privilege for me to be part of the Singapore delegation 
led by Mr S. Iswaran, Minister at the Prime Minister’s Offi ce, for 
the International Summit on the Teaching Profession held in New 
York from 16 to 17 March 2011. The Singapore team was asked to 
share specifi cally about our Enhanced Performance Management 
System (EPMS) used for teacher annual appraisal, evaluation 
and performance coaching. This was showcased as a system that 
combines the best of both models of teacher appraisal, such as 
one that is used for accountability and that also outlines the main 
areas for teacher professional development. 

Clearly, Singapore’s top performance in internationally 
benchmarked tests such as the Trends in International 
Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) and more recently, 
in the Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) 
has garnered worldwide attention and Singapore can be proud 
of our achievements thus far. However, what is unique about our 
system is our desire to continually refl ect upon and improve our 
current practice. Additionally, the fi delity in the implementation 
of policy system-wide was also lauded as a key strength of our 

education system. Also present were delegations from Australia, 
Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Chile, the People’s Republic of China, 
Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Hong Kong, Iceland, 
Indonesia, Ireland, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Norway, Poland, Slovenia, Switzerland, the United 
Kingdom and the United States.

As a Singaporean, perhaps my proudest moment was to witness Mr 
Arne Duncan, US Secretary of Education, offer this high accolade 
on our education system at the Summit’s press conference: 
“Singapore has just done a tremendous job with everything they’re 
doing on teacher induction, teacher development, good mentoring, 
good support and thinking through better evaluation systems. 
There are many, many things that we want to take away from our 
partners in Singapore and we just have the greatest of respect for 
their work.” With this experience, I have gained a strong affi rmation 
of what Singapore has been doing right and what we need to keep 
on doing to stay on top of the league. 

added: “Everyone has really appreciated your candour; I’m sure 
many of the doctoral students needed to be reminded that the PhD 
research and study process isn’t all roses, even for those who 
reach the pinnacle of success, such as you. Those truths keep us 
going during the trying times, which we all inevitably encounter.” 
Participating PhD scholars echoed the Organising Committee’s 
accolades for Assoc Prof Zhang’s presentation. Remarks included 
one from PhD scholar from the University of British Columbia, 
Canada, who said: “It is a privilege to have this opportunity to 
listen to Assoc Prof Zhang’s insightful talk! His warm and humble 
demeanour is indeed refreshing.” 

By Public, International and Alumni Relations Offi ce

ELL Faculty Lauded:
Plenary Speech at TESOL Doctoral Forum 2011

Refl ections: 
International Summit 
on the Teaching 
Profession, New York
By Associate Professor Low Ee Ling, Offi ce of Teacher Education

Studying Seoul and Hong Kong
By Mr Eric Yeo, Offi ce of Teacher Education

At Seoul National University of Education with delegates

The delegation at HKIE
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The summit was organised by the US Department of 
Education together with the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD), Education 
International (EI) and US-based organisations—the National 
Education Association (NEA), the American Federation of 
Teachers (AFT), the Council of Chief State School Offi cers 
(CCSSO), Asia Society, and the WNET, New York’s public 
media network. The summit centred around four main themes: 
teacher recruitment and preparation, teacher development 
and support, teacher evaluation and compensation and 
teacher engagement in educational reform. Observation on a class in Korea

Secondly, teacher education programmes place strong emphasis 
on total learning experiences in Hong Kong. One outcome that 
they aim to achieve is to give their student teachers a global 
perspective and multi-cultural competence. In line with this 
objective, all student teachers are required to join global immersion 
programmes. 

Next, in schools, a high percentage of teachers hold Masters’ 
degrees. For example, in Korea, it was estimated that 70 to 80 per 
cent of public school teachers hold Masters’ degrees. Principals 
of the schools visited in both countries all held PhD qualifi cations. 
In addition, in the Korean educational system, there are no year-end 
examinations for elementary school students. Instead, they have 
diagnostic tests at the start of the school year. And lastly, primary 
school children in Hong Kong are given ample opportunities to 
hold leadership and special appointment roles, such as prefects, 
caring ambassadors, campus ambassadors, reader companions, 
little tour guides and many more.
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(From left) Exchange of Gifts:
BC Provost, Prof Cutberto Garza and 
NIE Director, Prof Lee Sing Kong

The podium at the Milbank Chapel has
hosted many luminaries in Education 

By Ms Loh Wai Mun, Offi ce of Academic Quality Management

From 24 to 29 April 2011, NIE Director, Professor Lee Sing Kong 
led a delegation comprising Associate Professor Quek Jin Jong, 
Principal Offi cer, Associate Professor Low Ee Ling, Associate 
Dean, Offi ce of Teacher Education, and Associate Professor Sylvia 
Chong, Deputy Head, Offi ce of Academic Quality Management, 
to visit Teachers College (TC) and Boston College (BC) at the 
invitation of the President of TC, Professor Susan Fuhrman and 
the BC Provost, Professor Cutberto Garza, respectively. 

The three days at Teachers College involved meetings with its 
President and Senior Faculty members on a range of issues – 
including, the hosting of the Asia-Pacifi c Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) project meeting on the identifi cation of Unique and 
Promising Practices in Mathematics and Science Teacher 
Preparation among APEC Economies in Singapore in October 
2011; the latest developments on a Joint TC-NIE Masters in 
Leadership and Educational Change; and the possible convening 
of a symposium on the topic of the “Future of Education Schools 
in 2012”. NIE Director Prof Lee was also invited to give a talk on 
“The Globalisation of Education Schools: Singapore’s Approach” 
to TC faculty and students from the podium of the Milbank Chapel 
which has hosted many other luminaries in the fi eld of Education. 

A well-attended lunch organised by NIE’s overseas graduate 
scholar Ms Suzanne Choo for Asian students at TC was also the 
perfect backdrop for meaningful exchanges with the delegation. 

The delegation then visited Boston College where they were 
warmly received by BC Provost and Dean of Faculties, Professor 
Cutberto Garza, the interim Dean at the Lynch School of Education, 
Professor Maureen Kenny and faculty members. Discussions 
centred around the possible undertaking of a joint research 
project between NIE and BC on international benchmarking and 
further explorations about the possible offering of a Joint Masters’ 
programme by the two institutes. 

The six-day study trip promises a fruitful outcome with follow-up 
conference calls with the two institutes scheduled to take place in 
early June 2011.

By Associate Professor Low Ee Ling, Offi ce of Teacher Education

Fostering Academic Quality:
An Exchange of Ideas

A group picture with the representatives from the HKCAAVQ

of Academic and Vocational Qualifi cations (HKCAAVQ), the 
Accreditation Authority under the Hong Kong Education Bureau’s 
Qualifi cations Framework; the City University of Hong Kong 
(CityU HK); and the Hong Kong Institute of Education (HKIEd) –
to learn about their academic quality mechanisms and how they 
are translated to institutional improvements as well as factors and 
good practices that contribute to an effective audit framework. 

At the UGC and HKCAAVQ, the team enjoyed a good exchange 
of ideas on critical factors that anchor academic quality and how 
policy initiatives can be put in place to foster an effective audit 
framework. The representatives from the CityU HK and the HKIEd 
also shared with the team the lessons that they have drawn from 
their recent audit exercises. 

This visit yielded several important lessons and refl ection points. 
For one, an effective quality audit process is characterised by a 
highly participatory process involving all key players (including 
management, academic and administration staff) with a good 
balance of incentives and disincentives. Ample avenues should 
also be built in to encourage institutional self-review to create 
awareness of our strengths and areas for development. The team 
also drew invaluable lessons from HKIEd’s and CityU’s recent 
experience in using evidence-based feedback and outcome-
based learning approaches to evaluate the fi tness-for-purpose of 
its programmes. This has indeed been an enriching trip with many 
useful insights and lessons that can be drawn.

In a study visit to Hong Kong from 28 to 30 March 2011, the Offi ce 
of Academic Quality Management (OAQM), comprising Professor 
Goh Kim Chuan, Associate Professor Sylvia Chong and Ms 
Loh Wai Mun, visited several leading institutions that have vast 
experience in developing or evaluating academic quality practices. 
Professor Lee Wing On, NIE Dean, Education Research, joined 
the delegation for the fi rst day of the study visit. 

During the three-day trip, the team visited fi ve institutions – the 
University Grants Committee (UGC), a non-statutory advisory  
committee that advises the Hong Kong government on development 
and fi nancial requirements of eight tertiary institutions currently 
under its funding umbrella; the Hong Kong Council for Accreditation 

NIE and Top Teacher 
Education Colleges 
Meet in the US

By Dr Chen Qian, Dr Lee Yim Ping and Dr Boey Kok Leong, Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice

Educational Reform:
Greater China Symposium

NIE colleagues with panel of distinguished speakers

On 1 April 2011, NIE hosted the Educational Reform of Greater 
China Symposium, which was jointly organised by the Offi ce 
of Education Research (OER) and the Centre for International 
Comparative Studies (CICS).

Seven eminent scholars from People’s Republic of China, Taiwan 
and Hong Kong presented their region’s recent education reform 
initiatives. They shared contextual challenges encountered and 
their refl ections on the way forward.

Professor Lee Wing On, Dean of OER, opened the symposium 
with a welcome address, followed by Professor Berinderjeet Kaur, 
Head of CICS, who gave the audience a glimpse of the centre’s 
vision and activities. 

The programme featured seven distinguished speakers: 
Professors Wang Yingjie, Liu Baocun and Gao Yimin (People’s 
Republic of China), Professors Wang Ru-Jer, Lee Feng-Jihu and 
Chiang Tien-Hui (Taiwan), and Lam Chi Chung (Hong Kong).

The various presentations generated many comments and 
questions from the audience during the question-and-answer 
session chaired by Dean, OER. The rich conversations between 
guest speakers and members of the audience suggested that the 
symposium was an engaging platform for all.

Although some came for answers on education reform, they left 
with thought-provoking questions generated from the diverse 
perspectives shared, showing that this event has started 
conversations that will forge a closer understanding of each 
other’s work.

The presentation slides are available on the CICS website: 
www.nie.edu.sg/centre-international-comparative-
studies/activities/2011/educational-reform-greater-
china-symposium

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 
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By Associate Professor John Wang, Head, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Fifth EW Barker Professor: 
Professor Paul Schempp

By Mr Ng Kean Mun, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group

Crusaders for Barker
EW Barker Scholarship and Barker’s Challenge 2011

This year the Barker’s Challenge 2011 was organised by NIE at 
its triangle grounds on Friday, 18 February 2011. The annual run 
is held in memory of the late Mr Edmund William (EW) Barker: 
A Statesman, Scholar and Sportsman, often fondly remembered 
as “Mr Singapore Sport” because he represents the average 
sportsman, individual athlete, and dedicated offi cial. 

Mr Barker was recognised for his countless contributions to the 
development of sport in Singapore and, to sports fans, he was 
a beacon of hope for better sporting events that are constantly 
attuned to popular demands. To athletes, he was a fi ne example of 
a player who played the game as it should be played; to offi cials, he 
was a role model to follow with, an authority that speaks volumes 
for his wealth of personal experience.

The 2011 Challenge comprised 630-metre relay runs around the 
NIE triangle and a total of 124 participants pushed themselves 
to gain honours for their teams in three different categories. 
In conjunction with the Challenge, Guest-of-Honour, Mrs 
Gloria Barker graced the event and presented the EW Barker  
Scholarships valued at S$8,000 per annum to four students 
pursuing their degrees in Sport Science and Management. The 
scholarships are renewed annually contingent upon the progress 
of the student and the scholarships are bond-free and named 
in honour of the late Mr EW Barker. The awards are aimed at 
nurturing talented and committed individuals in the pursuit 
of undergraduate study in the area of sport science and sport 
management. They also serve to continue Mr Barker’s legacy 
and involvement in sport and physical activity.

The four new recipients who had outstanding academic 
results and excellent co-curricular activities records are: 

Ms Balpreet Kaur Purba 
Sport Science and Management 2010

Ms Chan Jing Hua Victoria
Sport Science and Management 2010

Mr Mok Zhen Yong Alexander
Sport Science and Management 2010

Mr Quek Kai Kiat Raymond
Sport Science and Management 2010

An advocate of lifelong participation in healthy physical activity 
through the development of expertise in physical activity among 
our youth is Professor Paul Schempp. The Physical Education and 
Sports Science (PESS) Academic Group hosted Prof Schempp 
from the University of Georgia, USA, from 7 February to 4 March 
2011 as PESS’s Fifth EW Barker Professor. 

Prof Schempp is no stranger to NIE as he was a visiting professor 
at PESS in 2001. He enjoyed the return visit and commented 
on the many changes in NIE over the last 10 years in terms of 
infrastructure and programmes. 

Prof Schempp delivered a series of public lectures to coaches, PE 
teachers, sports scientists, sports administrators and academics 
which focused on instructional expertise in developing the youth, 
sports instructors and elite athletes. He highlighted the importance 
of the three key areas in developing expert athletes: experience; 
knowledge; and skills. He also advocated that a good way for 
the lifelong participation in healthy physical activity is by the 
development of perceived competence or the expertise in physical 
activity among our youth. 

In all, he addressed about 600 people at three main lectures 
and initiated projects and shared ideas with the PESS academic 
staff. During his time in Singapore, he also visited and met the 
senior management of NIE, the Singapore Sports School, and the 
Singapore Sports Council where he shared his knowledge and 
ideas on instructional expertise. Prof Schempp was well-received 
at all his lectures by the NIE community, school teachers, coaches 
and external organisations. 

Prof Paul Schempp and Assoc Prof John Wang

All excited to challenge

Deserving EW Barker Scholarship winners with invited guests

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 
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The two ALC academics’ tome, “Standard Spoken Tamil and 
Pedagogy”, discusses and analyses the need for standard spoken 
Tamil in Singapore’s Tamil language classrooms as an additional 
resource for students as well as a linking bridge to the prestigious, 
formal variety of written Tamil. The book also consists of twelve 
research papers in Tamil that have been presented at various 
seminars and international conferences in Singapore and overseas 
(including the USA, Malaysia and India). The authors wish to 
continue research in standard spoken Tamil in Applied Linguistics 
and Sociolinguistics and in Teaching Tamil as a Second Language 
especially to the Tamil Diaspora outside India.

Dr E. Annamalai, Visiting Professor of Tamil at the MacMillan 
Center, Yale University:

NIE’s Asian Languages and Cultures (ALC) Academic Group’s 
Associate Professor Seetha Lakshmi and Dr Vanithamani 
Saravanan, who was formerly from NIE’s English Language 
and Literature Academic Group and Principal Investigator 
at the Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice, have 
received the prestigious Karigaalan Award for authoring the 
research book entitled, “Standard Spoken Tamil and Pedagogy” 
on 1 January, 2011.

The Karigaalan Award was set up by the Singapore Mustafa Tamil 
Trust and each year a book is selected as the best book from 
Singapore. The 2010 award was presented by Dr M Rajendran, 
Vice-Chancellor, Tanjore Tamil University, India, at an award 
ceremony held in Singapore this year. 

Synopsis
“Exercise Personal Training 101” provides a message of 
empowerment for personal trainers who believe in the holistic 
development of their clients. The key philosophy of the book is 
to help personal trainers of exercise to empower their clients 
with good problem-solving and decision-making skills concerning 
their health and well-being. Good personal trainers become great 
personal trainers when they practise the HELP (Health is available 
to Everyone who makes Lifetime changes that is Personalised) 
philosophy with their clients and help them to become better 
problem-solvers and decision makers rather than telling them what 
to do, by offering sound and scientifi cally-based information that 
is personalised and appropriate. Personal exercise training books 
that address associated issues of the profession are rare and not 
easily available. Many personal trainers are self-taught, do not 
have the required qualifi cations and are motivated by the amount 
of money that they can make rather than the health and well-being 
of clients. Readers will learn what makes a good personal trainer 
and those who are in the profession can benefi t by equipping 
themselves with the knowledge, skills and attitudes that will 
make them a great exercise personal trainer. Excellent personal 
trainers can be lifestyle and wellness coaches who are renowned 
for their great listening skills and high emotional quotient. They 
exceed client expectations at every opportunity. Special features 
in the book include concept statements, strategies for action, 
technology updates, in the news, key points and technical jargon, 
web-resources and follow-up references. The book is a must-read 
whether you are starting out in personal training or you are an 
experienced personal trainer.

Synopsis
In the Arab States, globalisation and economic development have 
had a signifi cant effect on education. Serious concerns have been 
expressed over the state of education in the Arab world. Even in 
the oil-rich Gulf States, with over 200 higher education institutions, 
education is problematic with a notable lack of emphasis on 
specialised science and innovative learning. The Gulf States are in 
a race to become ‘knowledge economies’ and, as a result, they are 
promoting educational reforms such as the application of bilingual 
education models and curricula adopted from the West. This book 
provides a collection of studies on the state of education in Arab 
countries with a special focus on the Arabian Gulf, where currently 
there is increased activity and investment in education. The book is 
composed of three major sections. The fi rst section is a collection 
of nine papers on current practices and challenges in education 
in the Arab world. The second major section is devoted to the 
educational reforms that are being implemented in the Arabian 
Gulf. The third and fi nal section is a collection of papers describing 
new approaches to teaching and learning in the Arab world. 

NIE’s Dr Mary Ellis from English 
Language and Literature and 
her colleague, Special Training 
Programme (Mother Tongue) 
Teaching Fellow, Ms Anitha Devi-
Pillai put their fi rst-hand programme 
experiences in Bahrain into co-
authoring a chapter in the book. 
The chapter, titled “The Suitability 
of Imported Curricula for Learning 
in the Gulf States: An Oman 
Perspective”, was also co-authored 
with Dr Ali Al Raba’I from the Arab 
Open University. 

These fi ndings are signifi cant to get to the attention 
of the educationists in Tamil Nadu. Following the 

research reported in this book, follow-up research 
must be undertaken in Tamil Nadu. Such research, 
we have reason to believe, will show that the Tamil 
taught in schools will help the students increase the 
use of the language and its effi cacy, and go beyond 

the appreciation of the glorious past of Tamil. We can 
also believe that it will also bring enthusiasm and 
attachment to Tamil among the students attracted 

by the dynamism of the Spoken Tamil. I applaud the 
authors for undertaking the research on Spoken Tamil 
in education in the context of Singapore and bringing 

their fi ndings through this book to the attention of many 
committed to the improvement of Tamil education.
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By Associate Professor Seetha Lakshmi, Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

Assoc Prof Seetha Lakshmi receiving the award from Dr M Rajendran,
Vice-Chancellor, Tamil University, Tanjore, India.

(From left) Dr N Muthukumar (delivered special address), Dato Haji Dr 
Mohamad Iqbal, (delivered special address), Mr N Aandeappan, President, 
Singapore Tamil Writers’ Association, Dr M Rajendran, Vice-Chancellor, 
Tamil University, Tanjore, India, Mr V P Jothi, President, Tamil Language 
Council, Singapore, Assoc Prof Seetha Lakshmi, Mr K Balamurugan (award 
recipient from Malaysia), Mr Mustafa, Founder of Singapore Mustafa Tamil 
Trust, Singapore

The “Standard Spoken Tamil and 
Pedagogy” papers are part of two 
major funded projects: 
1.  Assoc Prof Seetha Lakshmi, and Assoc Prof Vanithamani
 Saravanan 2004. An examination of the corpus and status
 of Standard Spoken Tamil (SST) in the school and media
 domains in Singapore in order to establish SST as an
 additional resource for the teaching and learning of Tamil
 (CRP06/04SL). Centre for Research in Pedagogy and
 Practice, NIE, Singapore.
 
2. Assoc Prof Seetha Lakshmi, Asst Prof Viniti Vaish and Prof
 S. Gopinathan (with the assistance of Assoc Prof
 Vanithamani Saravanan) 2005. A Critical Review of the
 Tamil Language Syllabus and Recommendations for
 Syllabus Revision (CRP36/03SL). Centre for Research in
 Pedagogy and Practice, NIE, Singapore.
 
The authors are grateful to the organisers of the award and 
NIE’s Centre for Research in Pedagogy and Practice for its 
continued project funding.

Exercise Experts

Knowing Arab

By Professor Michael Chia, Offi ce of Faculty Affairs

By Dr Mary Ellis, English Language and Literature Academic Group

Professor Michael Chia of Physical 
Education and Sports Science and 
former staff member, Dr Patricia 
Wong, “exercised” their collective 
expertise by researching and 
penning a 315-page professional 
tome for personal trainers of 
exercise published by World 
Scientifi c and the Imperial College 
Press. The book was independently 
reviewed by international experts, 
who pronounced the book useful 
and timely. The authors were the 
principal trainers for the inaugural 
personal training course that was 
commissioned by the Singapore 
Sports Council in 2009. The book is 
available online, from June 2011 at:

www.worldscibooks.com/
general/7980.html

Exercise Personal Training 101

Teaching and Learning in the 
Arab World

Tamil Terrifi c
NIE Faculty Garners Top Award for Tamil Language Research Book

CORPORATE DEVELOPMENT 
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Thank You NIE
Two heartfelt notes of appreciation were received recently from 
delegates who had visited NIE campus

I would like to express my 
gratitude for your extraordinary 
welcome… It was clearly the 
climatic moment of our stay.
Mr Alexandre Gelbard
Minister Counsellor, Ministry for National Education, 
Youth and Voluntary Organisations, France

NIE is a good example for 
excellent preparation of teacher 
and educational leaders
Professor Abdullah Al-Nafi e, 
President, Al-Nafi e Training Group (NTG) 
for Training, Consulting & Research 

SPECIAL FEATURE
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Dear Professor Lee

Thank you for inviting me to visit NIE and gifted education schools.

My visit was very useful and enjoyable.

Meeting with you and Professor Tan was very fruitful and made me 

convinced that King Abdullah Tatweer project has to establish an institute 

like yours to have a real and sustainable development of education in 

Saudi Arabia.

I have visited many educational colleges and institutes but I never saw 

one like yours. The concept of having an autonomous institute with good 

alliance with the Ministry of Education and the university is a creative idea. 

It bridges the gap between theory and practice. You have state of the arts 

facilities, dedicated staff, and quality teachers of NIE.

NIE is a good example for excellent preparation 

of teacher and educational leaders. You and 

me should convince Tatweer people to 

establish an institute like yours.

I would like to send special thanks to 

Ms Jolene. She escorted me for 

the two day visit and made all 

arrangements perfect.

See you in Riyadh soon.

Best Regards   

Abdullah AL-Nafi e, 
President, NTG   

13



NIE
news14 NIENIENIENIEEEEEENIEEEEEEEEIEIE
newnewnewewnewwwnewewwewwwwwwwwwwwssssssssssssssssssss

E

Excellence in Teamwork
To give the highest recognition to teams whose outstanding teamwork in a major University project or event brought success and 
honour to the University. The Youth Olympic Games cum Youth Olympic Village team comprising NTU and NIE staff members has been 
awarded the 2010 Nanyang Award for Teamwork. The NIE team members include:

Professor Lee Sing Kong
Director, NIE

Mr Pua Tee Wee
Academic Computing and 
Information Services

Mrs Koh-Goh Huey Cheng
Computer Services Centre

Mr Selvarajan Selvaratnam
Development and Estate

Mr Zaw Min
Development and Estate

Ms Imelda Sng
Development and Estate

Mrs Jacklyn Ko
Human Resource

Ms Tan Lay Hua
Human Resource

Mrs Wan-Yeoh Seok Kwan
Library and Information 
Services Centre

Ms Patricia Campbell
Public, International and 
Alumni Relations

Ms Loi Su Min
Strategic Planning and Corporate Services

Mrs Seah-Lee Moi Fong
Student Services Centre

Mdm Sally Ann Jones,
English Language and Literature 
Academic Group

Excellence in Teaching
They have exhibited excellent teaching practices and enriched the 
learning experiences of their students through their enthusiasm, care and 
close rapport. The NIE recipients are: 

Associate Professor Aw Guat Poh, 
Asian Languages and Cultures Academic Group

To be learner centered, 
with a relentless drive to 
motivate students’ quest 
to learn

To To o 
wiwwith
momo
to ll

Mr Chia Ti Yong, Alexius, 
English Language and Literature 
Academic Group

Teaching requires a whole-
hearted and genuine 
sharing of knowledge, 
expertise, resources 

and materials
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An intellectually 
stimulating learning 
environment where 
we learn together 

the craft of 
teaching
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Assistant Professor Leong Yew Hoong, 
Mathematics and Mathematics Education 
Academic Group 

Associate Professor Eugene I. Dairianathan
Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group

SPECIAL FEATURE

Photos: Courtesy of Nanyang Technological University

ar ing arniing 
wherewherre 
ther ther
t oof t oft of t 
inggnggin

It is a privilege 
to be involved 

in the education 
of children and 

young people
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NIE recipients of 

NTU 
Nanyang 
Awards 

2010
NIE congratulates 

colleagues who have been 

awarded the 2010 Nanyang 

Awards for Excellence in 

Teaching, Excellence in Service 

and Excellence in Teamwork. 

The Nanyang Awards, launched 

in 2005, are NTU’s most 

prestigious awards given 

to honour faculty, staff and 

students for their outstanding 

accomplishments in Teaching, 

Research, Innovation, Service, 

Teamwork, Humanitarian Work 

and Meritorious Achievement. 

The award winners received 

their trophies from the Guest-

of-Honour, Professor Bertil 

Andersson, NTU’s President-

Designate and Provost, during 

the annual awards presentation 

ceremony on 5 April 2011, at the 

Nanyang Auditorium, NTU.

Excellence in Service
To give the highest recognition to 
individuals and teams whose outstanding 
contributions exemplify the high standards 
of quality service by the University. 

Associate Professor Eugene I. 
Dairianathan from Visual 
and Performing Arts 
Academic Group has 
been awarded the 
2010 Nanyang Award 
for Service. He has 
been the Programme 
Coordinator of the 
ExxonMobil-NTU 
Explorations in the 
Arts Series for the 
last sixteen years. 
Annually he helps to 
coordinate up to thirty 
concerts in the NTU and 
NIE campuses for the 
enjoyment of NTU and 
NIE staff and students.
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The project carried out with HCI students was very 
relevant as it showed clearly that even in a premier 
school like HCI, there are students with motivational 
issues. This awareness helped the teachers to adjust his 
or her teaching style and carried out some remediation 
actions to help students with their 3 basic needs. Where 
the right approach was taken, there was an obvious 
improvement in the students’ motivational profi le and 
the students reported positive feeling towards learning. 
Thank you for helping us with this study.

Mrs Tham-Kee Yong Huang (Chemistry teacher)

Good Chemistry
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

H

Blogging and Scaffolding:
Could Improve Writing

Talk about the popularity of Social Media Tools is rife and so it 
is most relevant that two intrepid researchers at NIE’s Learning 
Sciences and Technologies (LST) should have a case study that 
revealed the effects of how writing in an online personal journal 
(also known as “Blogging”) could very well help children enhance 
their writing capabilities and analytical skills. 

In a paper titled “The Impact of Blogging and Scaffolding in Primary 
School Pupils’ Narrative Writing: A Case Study”, fi rst author, Ms 
Wong Mei Fen, Ruth, and second author Dr Hew Khe Foon, have 
inferred positive fi ndings. Several tests were conducted over a 
period of three weeks with 36 Primary Five students between the 
ages of 10 and 13 years old to study their refl ections as a blogger 
with the use of Scaffolding, which is a teacher’s writing guide, as a 
scaffold to help students plan their writing on their blogs. 

First author, Ruth Wong explained, “Narrative writing is a skill that 
all primary school pupils in Singapore are required to develop in 
their learning of the English language. However, not all pupils excel 
in this area. Therefore, we wanted to fi nd out if the use of blogging 
and scaffolding will help the pupils do better in their narrative 
writing. Overall, results showed a statistically signifi cant difference 
of medium effect size between the pre-post test scores.” 

Overall, results showed a statistically 
signifi cant difference of medium effect 
size between the pre-post test scores.

One of four prestigious Singapore National Institute of Chemistry 
(SNIC)-industry joint awards has been conferred to NIE’s 
Associate Professor Yan Yaw Kai of the Natural Sciences and 
Science Education Academic Group. The German Institute of 
Science and Technology Pte Ltd-SNIC Award in Chemistry 
Education (2011) was awarded to Assoc Prof Yan on 29 March 
2011 for his achievements and contributions in Chemistry 
Education. The SNIC-industry joint awards were launched in 
2009 to commemorate the 40th Anniversary of SNIC and the 80th 
Anniversary of Chemistry in Singapore. 

Assoc Prof Yan has been involved in many education and 
chemistry-related research projects, and has, to date, trained more 
than twenty graduate students in connection with his research. 
Although his main research interest is in organometallic chemistry, 
he has published papers on Chemistry Education and contributed 
chapters to two books addressing the practical needs of teachers 
and trainee teachers. He has been involved in coaching students 

participating in the International Chemistry Olympiad (IChO), and 
was the head mentor for the 2010 Singapore IChO team that won 
two gold and two silver medals. He also renders his services to 
schools by giving talks, conducting workshops and developing 
resources, as well as mentoring secondary and junior college 
students in chemistry projects. Assoc Prof Yan has been actively 
involved in shaping the A-level Chemistry syllabus in Singapore 
through his appointment on the Ministry of Education’s syllabus 
review committee from 1998 to 2009.

Moving Lessons
Intervention Project on Enhancing Motivational and Self-
Regulated Learning Profi les of Hwa Chong Institution Students
By Dr Kee Ying Hwa, Physical Education and Sports Science Academic Group
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The feedback given by the researchers who sat into 
our classes provided us with insights on how we can 
improve our lessons in terms of engaging and motivating 
our students. Besides focusing on the content delivery, 
we are also more aware of the need to cater to their 
emotional needs during lesson.

Ms Liew Pei Chin (Chemistry teacher)

MERL gives me a framework to relate with my students 
better. The survey results are invaluable source of data 
to validate my own assessment of the motivational level 
of students. It gives me great confi dence in cases that 
concurs with my assessment, and caused me to relook 
at my assessment when it disagrees.

Dr Lim Jit Ning (Physics teacher)

A total of 238 students from twelve classes and four teachers 
participated in a collaborative school-based intervention project 
which was conducted in 2010 between Hwa Chong Institution 
(HCI) and NIE’s Motivation in Educational Research Laboratory 
(MERL). The aim of the project was to help teachers enhance the 
motivation and self-regulation strategies of their students. 

After analysing the initial grades, motivational, and learning strategy 
profi les of the students, the teachers were updated on their students’ 
profi les. Strategies for enhancing students’ motivation and self-
regulation were also shared. The team from MERL carried out an 
intervention programme which involved observing, discussing, and 
facilitating the implementation of practical strategies drawn from 
prominent motivational theories such as the ‘Self-Determination 
Theory’ and the ‘Achievement Goals Theory’. The intervention 
programme focused mainly on creating an autonomy-supportive 
climate as results suggest that it is the most dominant predictor of 
students’ self-effi cacy, self-regulation, cognitive strategies, intrinsic 
value of their studies, and anxiety. 

The teachers continued to implement the newly acquired 
motivation strategies in their classrooms for a few months before a 
second assessment of students’ profi les. The results showed that 
a) students improved signifi cantly in terms of their exam scores; b) 
there was an increase in students’ self-effi cacy, autonomy-support, 

and enjoyment across two time-points; and c) motivational and self-
regulated learning strategies were strong predictors of academic 
performance.

In conclusion, the collaborative project has been benefi cial to both 
HCI and MERL. The following are testimonies from the teachers 
who were on this project.

RESEARCH

By Mdm Wong Mei Fen, Ruth and Dr Hew Khe Foon, 
Learning Sciences and Technologies Academic Group

She also noted 
that pupils fared 
better in their narrative 
language component and 
there was an indication of some 
improvement for the content component 
though it was not signifi cant. Commenting 
on the data collected in their post-blogging 
tests, Ruth added that pupils had mostly positive 
perceptions towards blogging as a writing tool as compared to 
writing on paper as they felt they could improve their writing through 
the comments provided by their peers on their blog post, which 
could not be done easily if they were to write on paper. Pupils also 
found that, through blogging, they could focus on their problem 
areas and improve their writing accordingly, instead of having to 
copy out their writing and complete written drafts on paper.

Ove

s.

My biggest take away from this project is to learn about 
this principle of motivation called ‘autonomy-supportive’ 
teaching. In essence, it is about intrinsic motivation. 
Often times, teachers, especially those with many years 
of experience like me, tend to be too “controlling”. It is 
good to relook at what and how we want to teach, and 
what and how students want to learn and fi nd ways to 
bring both into alignment so that authentic learning can 
take place. That more or less sums up the essence of 
what autonomy-supportive teaching is about and I am 
still learning.

Mr Andrew Tan (Economics teacher)
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In April, Professor Looi Chee Kit and Assistant Professor So 
Hyo-Jeong addressed a diverse audience during a study trip to 
SRI International and the University of California’s (Berkeley) 
Lawrence Hall of Science. During the three-day trip from 6 to 
8 April 2011, the NIE researchers shared about their work on 
seamless learning, which is made possible through a three-year 
Interactive and Digital Media research project funded by the 
National Research Foundation. 

The seminars coalesced around how seamless learning, which 
refers to the integrated and synergistic effects of learning in both 
formal and informal settings, could possibly be fostered through 
the use of mobile technology. The researchers study how students 
use mobile technology for sustainable learning across different 
learning processes (emergent or planned) as well as different 
learning spaces (in or out of class). By incorporating these temporal 
and spatial aspects of learning, the NIE researchers highlighted 
that they are not only looking at the episodic learning events that 
happen in their participants but their learning trajectories over 
time through multi-site ethnographies. Through adopting this 
holistic approach, the researchers hope to be in a better position 
to appreciate not only the formal learning spaces of the students, 
but the richness of their informal knowledge sources and the 
complexities that underpinned their sense-making endeavours in 
informal learning spaces such as science museums. 

The talks were well-received by the international researchers from 
the two institutions, culminating in a series of on-going vivacious 
exchanges, the cementing of existing ties and the establishment 

About the Seamless Learning Project
The seamless learning project is a collaboration between 
NIE’s Learning Sciences Lab, NIE and Nan Chiau Primary 
School. For the past two years, researchers had acted as 
lesson co-designers and participant observers during weekly 
classroom observations in an experimental class. Six students 
were selected from the class for intensive shadowing of their 
informal learning practices. In the class setting, the science 
curriculum was transformed into a mobilized curriculum which 
was delivered via mobile technologies. Because of their seminal 
work in the fi eld of seamless learning, the NIE team has been 
invited to write defi nitional entries on “Seamless Learning” in 
the European Stellar Initiative’s Technology-Enabled Learning 
thesaurus and dictionary project, and the Encyclopedia of the 
Sciences of Learning which will be published by Springer.

Learning Seamlessly
By Professor Looi Chee Kit, Head, Centre of Excellence in Learning Innovation

Prized Play

By Public, International and Alumni Relations

NIE-Funded Research Adjudged as Highly Commendable in 
the World Leisure International Innovation Prize 2010

NIE’s Professor Michael Chia from 
Physical Education and Sports 
Science Academic Group garners 
a prize-worthy nod for developing 
PRIDE for PLAY™, a school-based 
intervention programme, which 
allows primary schools to capitalise 
on children’s innate proclivity for 
play on a daily basis. The objectives 
of PRIDE for PLAY™ are aimed at 
increasing daily physical activity by 
providing a balance to sedentary 
habits; improving teacher-pupil 
and pupil-pupil interaction and 
bonding (foster inter-racial mixing); 
and developing socio-emotional 
learning outcomes among pupils. 

Play is a fundamental antidote to a youth lifestyle that is increasingly 
sedentary even though many useful things are accomplished while 
being still. Daily play provides a much needed balance between 
being physically active and being physically still. The innovative 

and original programme extracts three minutes from other time-
tabled subject lessons in the lower primary levels (ten periods 
per day) and aggregates it to form an embedded thirty-minute 
play session that is incorporated as a daily activity. Its simplicity 
in practice is a strong part of its success. The hours of schooling 
remain the same and PRIDE for PLAY™ is resource-friendly. The 
benefi ts of PRIDE for PLAY™ include the natural development 
and nurturance of social emotional learning outcomes and values 
inculcation such as team work, racial integration, social and 
cultural sensitivity, negotiation, responsibility, coping with winning 
and losing, confi dence and resilience. 

Research data on PRIDE for PLAY™, distilled over a two-
year period showed increased daily physical activity, improved 
teacher-pupil bonding and understanding, improved school ethos, 
increased pupil concentration and less disruptive pupil behaviour 
in class, no increased incidence of injuries and no decline in 
academic performance. Feedback from the stakeholders – pupils, 
parents, teachers and school leaders – were all praise for PRIDE 
for PLAY™ for its innovativeness, authenticity, simplicity, feasibility, 
effi cacy, scalability and low cost.
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of friendships. The NIE researchers also had the opportunity 
to explore fi rst-hand the immersive learning environment of the 
renowned Lawrence Hall of Science and the Exploratorium. It was 
a fruitful study trip from which they brought home further insights 
into how experiential learning principles could be embedded in 
the design of learning spaces. 

Prof Looi Chee Kit and Asst Prof So Hyo-Jeung
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It was my recent training at NIE that brought me to this new world 
of teaching. I wanted to create a wonderful atmosphere for learning 
and I believe the training I received at NIE will help me to 
achieve this. 

My principal told me to join the Customised Training Programme 
(CTP) Batch 2010 that is conducted in NIE, Singapore. Initially, I 
was reluctant because I felt that I was too ‘old’ to study, especially 
when I suffered from poor eyesight and had little knowledge of 
Infocomm Technology (ICT). In the end, my principal managed to 
persuade me to join the programme.
 
I felt so blessed to go to NIE Singapore as it was a truly great 
opportunity to experience new things, acquire skills and learn about 
the latest trend of teaching in the 21st Century. It has increased my 
knowledge, and I feel ready to take on globally competitive goals!

The training I received at NIE has played an important role in my 
life because it has taught me how to develop my pupils’ potential 
to the fullest, and how to teach with the aid of ICT. The infl uence 
of new technology in delivering my lessons has made a difference 
in how I teach today. My pupils look forward to my lessons. They 
listen attentively to every word I say, and watch the video clips I 
play with wonder and curiosity on their faces. 

Unfortunately, I am unable to use the technological aids very often 
as we only have one computer in the school. However, I have faith 
that my school will equip every classroom with a computer in the 
future. The day this happens it will be a dream come true.

20
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NIE Student Wins Best Paper Award at the 
Global Learn Asia Pacifi c 2011 Conference

By Assistant Professor Angelia Poon, English Language and Literature Academic Group

NIE Graduate Scholar Wins International 
Award in the “International Journal of 
the Humanities”

By Ms Merle Angela Sargento Nagrampa, Quezon City, Philippines

Life in Teaching 

NIE’s PhD student, Mr Jason Lee Wen Yau, who 
is with the Learning Sciences and Technologies 
Academic Group and a part-time researcher 
with the Learning Sciences Laboratory, has won 
the Best Paper Award at the Global Learn Asia 
Pacifi c 2011 Conference in Melbourne, Australia.
 
His paper titled as “Creating the Intercultural 
Learning Narrative Using Social Network Sites 
Status Updates: An Innovative Approach in 
Using Social Media” explores the use of social 
network sites of participants on an intercultural 
exchange programme for social support. He 
discovers how the social networking service 
website, Facebook®, and its users’ personal 
status updates can give a powerful insight into 
a participants’ emotional, social and intercultural 
learning experience.

Jason’s paper revealed that the growing use of 
the social media phenomenon is synonymous 
with words such as “Facebook”, “Twitter”, “Web 
2.0” and “Blogging”. Teenagers today embrace 
social media through their active use of multiple 
social network sites and what makes social 
media social and attractive to users is that users 
are encouraged to share as much information as 
possible with their peers on the site. This growing 
trend in the use of social media opens up a 
possibility for researchers to harness information 
from this media. The paper also described how 
status updates from an exchange student during 
his time abroad were used to create a narrative of 
his experience aboard. NIE congratulates Jason 
for his outstanding contribution in research.

NIE’s Overseas Graduate Scholar, Ms Suzanne 
Choo, from the English Language and Literature 
Academic Group studying at Teachers College, 
Columbia University, has won the 2010 
International Award for Excellence presented by 
the Humanities Journal for her article, “Cultivating 
Moral Sensibilities through Aesthetic Education: 
The Power of Everyday Cosmopolitanism”.

Among all the papers published by the Journal 
in 2010, Suzanne’s paper was selected as the 
winning article by the Journal’s International 
Advisory Board. As a result of her win, Suzanne 
has been invited to present a plenary session at the 
Ninth International Conference on New Directions 
in the Humanities this summer in Granada, Spain. 
This is an annual award presented by the Journal 
in the area of new directions in humanities.

In her paper, Suzanne starts with the brutal reality 
of the Holocaust and examines the startling 
paradox in Immanuel Kant’s claim that exposure 
to the beautiful can cultivate moral sensibilities. 
She then proceeds to argue that Kant’s aesthetic 
grounding in subjective universality not only 
rationalises how the beautiful can foster an 
attunement towards moral purposes, it also 

highlights how the transition from sensible to 
supersensible can be obstructed when it is not 
framed by disinterestedness. This then provides 
powerful implications for the mediation of 
aesthetic education as a catalyst in facilitating the 
symbolic transition from engaging in the beautiful 
to engaging in moral contemplation. At the same 
time, such a transition presents a dilemma for 
aesthetic education since it seems inconceivable 
to argue that the cultivation of aesthetic judgement 
in the artifi cial setting of a classroom should be 
driven purely by disinterestedness.

Suzanne is currently writing her PhD dissertation 
entitled, “Reading the World, the Globe, and the 
Cosmos: The Role of Literature in the Education 
for Twenty-fi rst Century Citizenship Capacities”. A 
historical case study meant to explore literature 
education’s role in the education for twenty-fi rst 
century citizenship capacities, the study begins 
with case studies of current classrooms in New 
York, Singapore, and Western Australia. It aims 
to theorise a role for literature education that is 
informed by a history of the fi eld and we look 
forward to even more signifi cant contributions 
from this outstanding NIE Graduate Scholar.

Being a teacher is not easy, especially when I have to teach 
more than fi fty pupils. Learning is also hindered by the lack of 
books and space for students to move around during group work. 
Sometimes I feel like giving up whenever the pupils are very noisy 
and uncontrollable. However, I feel a great sense of achievement 
as my pupils learn and grow each day. To teach, nurture and instil 
the right values means to inspire them to pursue their dreams – 
these are my concerns. I feel even more loved and respected by 
my pupils and it has rekindled my passion for teaching and being 
a teacher. 

My fellow teachers, we all know that teaching is a never-ending 
process of learning. Teaching is not a job but a vocation. Let us 
dream and change the world by starting to adapt to the new trend 
of teaching using our imagination, and tools like ICT. We are the 
instruments who will create great individuals. 

Let us have a positive attitude in life. Learning is always possible, 
depending on how we set our minds to doing it. Look at our assets 
and strengths, they will inspire us, they will bring us to a meaningful 
change… Let us go for excellence!

I’d like to thank the following people who have changed my life:

All my professors in NIE, who shared their knowledge with 
me and changed my life;

The CTP Batch 3, who uplifted me whenever I was down 
and pushed me to go on;

My principal, family and friends who trusted and inspired me 
to join the programme;

Corporation Primary School for allowing us to observe, and 
experience the new trend in teaching;

NIE Singapore, Ateneo de Manila University, Philippines, 
TEMASEK Foundation, LEAP Coordinators and other 
people behind the CTP program; 

And to GOD who gave me the strength and wisdom to 
make this event happen. Without Him, this could never 
have been realised. 

Thank you so much... Angel
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(Upper, lower and this photo) My students and I

Ms Suzanne Choo

Mr Jason Lee
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Thank you very much – it was very well organised 
by NIE and WWF and inspired in us some thoughts 
on how we can do our little bit and also spread the 
word among our other contacts.
Ms Tan Ming Ju

It was an informative session at a 
beautiful venue …
Ms Ong Poh Har

This fi lm is very viewer-friendly. 
It ought to be shown to more people.
Ms Wong Ting Yee

Calendar of Events

NIE has been an active 
and close collaborator 
with World Wide Fund for 
Nature (WWF) Singapore 
since early 2010. Since 
then, many combined 
efforts have been centered 
on raising awareness 
through unique activities for 
its largely teaching alumni 
community. By engaging 
teachers and drawing them 

even closer to the heart of conservation issues at recreational 
settings, the co-organising institutes hope to enable teachers with 
more ways to translate environment-friendly practices or teachings 
in the classroom level and for their students.

Successful collaborations between NIE and WWF Singapore 
have attracted many. Alumni members were treated to the 2009 
Sundance Film Festival’s major feature fi lm, “The End of the Line”, 
which revealed the impact of overfi shing on our oceans. The next 
fi lm, “The Age of Stupid”, the drama-documentary-animation hybrid 
which stars the late Oscar-nominated Mr Pete Postlethwaite, 
tackles the burning question of “Why didn’t we stop climate change 
while we had the chance?”

This year, NIE continued its support with another special instalment, 
which is the Earth Hour Night Walk 2011. Both NIE alumni and staff 
were invited to Promontory @ Marina Bay for the offi cial Earth Hour 
celebration, and to pledge their support for Earth Hour, a global 
campaign encouraging individuals, businesses and governments 
to protect the environment.

The Earth Hour Night Walk and the screening of fi lms on 
environment conservation proved to be noteworthy activities that 

garnered very positive feedback from the alumni community, with 
some taking a special interest in obtaining more information on 
conservation activities and requesting to screen the documentaries 
for their students. 

Here are a few complimentary remarks from NIE alumni following 
these activities:

Green Teachers 
By Ms Vivien Lee, Public, International and Alumni Relations

NIE and WWF Singapore Join Hands in Eco-Friendly Events for Alumni
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By Offi ce of Graduate Studies and Professional Learning

A New Doctorate at NIE

You may have heard of our programme, Doctor in Education (EdD), 
before but have you heard that come January 2012, there will now 
be a new EdD programme in NIE? Confused? 

Well, the earlier version of the EdD programme is offered as 
part of a dual award programme with the University of London’s 
Institute of Education (IOE). It features an Institution-Focused 
Study, offering students the opportunity to examine issues in one 
particular school, university or other organisation concerned with 
educational provision or support; and culminates with a research-
led thesis. Students admitted to the dual EdD choose either IOE 
or NIE as their ‘home’ institution, and study the majority of the 
programme there. They will then transfer to the alternate institution 
to complete their thesis.

The latest university-approved EdD programme, on the other 
hand, will be conducted fully at the NIE campus and allow students 
greater fl exibility and choice in its curriculum. What this means is 
that students who would rather stay on homeground to complete 
their thesis and want academic support to pursue research in 
particular concentrations (among them curriculum and teaching 
and educational leadership) now have another pathway to consider. 

The new programme, like the dual award, hopes to attract 
candidates from a diversity of educational sites and workplaces. 
Already, the dual award programme includes students who provide 
educational support in hospitals, tertiary institutions and in IT-
related fi elds, not to mention several from overseas. 

For those who wonder how the educational doctorate differs from 
a PhD, one of its unique features is its design that deliberately 
caters to the interests and needs of professionals in education and 
education-related fi elds, who would like to extend their expertise 
and training and develop skills in research, evaluation and refl ection 
on practice. It is of value to, and builds on the knowledge and 
experience of academic staff in universities and colleges, school 
teachers and professionals working in international organisations. 
It is also suitable for senior administrators in schools, universities 
and educational and government bodies. It has the rigour and 
expectations of a PhD, but with a professional focus. 

One of the major aims of the EdD is to develop professional 
leaders who are able to identify and solve complex ‘fi eld-based’ 
problems. Professional doctorates stress the application of 
research, development of professional knowledge and creation of 
knowledge within the profession. 

Interested applicants can apply for the NIE EdD programme for 
the upcoming January 2012 intake (www.nie.edu.sg/jan2012). 
Application period starts from 2 – 24 July 2011. 
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Doctor in Education, Dual Award 
Programme (with University of 
London’s Institute of Education)
A programme that refl ects the respective cultures and perspectives 
of two educational institutions, thus allowing for comparison 
of professional practices and enhance the creation of new 
professional knowledge.

Structure
 Five taught courses
 International Focused Study
 Thesis 

Conducted at NIE and IOE

Bendemeer Secondary School Financial 
Literacy Pedagogy Workshop

National Games Design Competition 2011: 
Financial Literacy

Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony

FUNTrail 2011

National Accounting Quiz 2011

Service Learning Day

Character and Citizenship 
Education Conference 2011

Event

Bendemeer Secondary School

Singapore Polytechnic

Nanyang Technological 
University

Asian Civilisations Museum

Ngee Ann Polytechnic

NIE, Singapore

NIE, Singapore

Venue

Dr Koh Noi Keng, Citi-NIE 
Email: fi nlit@nie.edu.sg

Dr Koh Noi Keng, Citi-NIE 
Email: fi nlit@nie.edu.sg

Mrs Mak Lek Cher, OTE
Email: lekcher.mak@nie.edu.sg

Dr Koh Noi Keng, Citi-NIE 
Email: fi nlit@nie.edu.sg

Dr Koh Noi Keng, Citi-NIE 
Email: fi nlit@nie.edu.sg

Ms Jann Tan, OTE
Email: huiling.tan@nie.edu.sg

Ms Stephane Cheung, OTE
Email: stephane.cheung@nie.edu.sg

ContactDate

11, 25 July

16 July

6 - 8 July

16 July

21 July

21 September

8 - 9 November 

ALUMNI

Earth Hour Night Walk 2011 had 
many supporters, young and old

At the screening of “The End of the Line”At the screening of “The Age of Stupid”

Doctor in Education 
(offered by NIE) 
A programme that builds students’ academic and professional 
competencies in an area of concentration of their choice, as well 
as more general research capabilities, enabling them to design and 
carry out practice-focused research in their educational institution 
or organisation.

Structure
 Five core courses 
 Three required courses in one of four concentrations 

 (i.e. Learning & Motivation, Curriculum & Teaching,
 Educational Leadership & Change and Technologies &
 Technology-Mediated Learning Environments)
 Two elective courses
 Dissertation

Conducted at NIE
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If you desire success,
we are a great place to start!

APPLY NOW
for the January 2012 intake.

For more information, please visit www.nie.edu.sg/jan2012
or e-mail us at nieadmpp@nie.edu.sg

Thanks to our years of experience in   

the educational industry, you always 

receive the right kind of support. We 

have teams of dedicated academics to 

guide you and programmes to meet 

your needs.

BY COURSEWORK
(CLOSING DATE: 24 JULY 2011)

• Master of Arts (Applied Linguistics)

• Master of Arts (Applied Psychology)

• Master of Arts (Instructional Design
 & Technology)

• Master of Arts (Social Studies)

• Master of Education with the 
 following specialisations: 
- Art
- Chinese Language
- Curriculum & Teaching
- Drama
- Early Childhood
- English Language

- Gifted Education
- Learning Sciences & Technologies
- Malay Language
- Special Education

• Master of Science (Life Sciences)

• Master of Science (Mathematics
 for Educators)

• Doctor in Education  NEW 

BY RESEARCH
(CLOSING DATE: 31 JULY 2011)

• Master of Arts

• Master of Science

• Doctor of Philosophy

www.nie.edu.sg




