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Ask any teacher what it means to be good at their profession and the 
answer will often be: “hard work”. But hard work alone is not enough 
to inspire passion and dedication, particularly in a profession as 
challenging as teaching. To mark our annual celebration of Teachers’ 
Day, we have themed the September issue “Teaching Inspiration”. 

In this issue, we highlight how students and education professionals 
shared new initiatives and exchanged meaningful research experiences. 
NIE played host to three major education events – the International 
Biology Olympiad (page 10), the 13th	Pacific	Early	Childhood	Education	
Research Association Conference Annual Conference (page 14) and the 
35th Annual Conference of the Mathematics Education Research Group 
of Australasia (page 4) – and celebrated the largest graduating cohort 
for 2012 (pages 12 to 13).

The Corporate Development section draws attention to the recent 
achievements of NIE academics, staff and alumni who continue to 
bring	a	collective	vibrancy	to	the	field.	Projects	such	as	the	‘Classroom	
of the Future’ and “Move! Idioms” which explored how teachers can 
leverage emerging technologies to retool and refresh their pedagogical 
practices. Other project highlights include the new I.T. Services Hub 
(page 5), additions to our library service applications, and other smart 
phone applications developed through the collaborative work of our 
NIE staff (page 4). 

Teachers, of course, cannot live on technology alone. Supportive friends 
and colleagues are essential to any learning environment. As a quote 
often wrongly attributed to William Shakespeare reminds us, “A friend 
is one that knows you as you are, understands where you have been, 
accepts what you have become, and still, gently allows you to grow.” To 
conclude this issue, we look at how the experiences of friendship have 
enabled a group of teachers to forge their passion for education.

We wish all our readers a very  
“Happy Teachers’ Day!” 

Guest Editor 
Assistant Professor Warren Mark Liew
English Language and 
Literature Academic Group
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The	Practicum	and	School	Partnerships	Unit	of	 the	Office	of	
Teacher Education (OTE) organised an inaugural learning 
forum on 28 May 2012. Its main goal was to provide a platform 
for mentors of student teachers and/ or beginning teachers 
to share their practices or insights from their research on 
mentoring. Another goal was to give NIE students an avenue 
to share with the teaching fraternity their learning journey 
during practicum via their e-Portfolios.

Professor Tan Oon Seng, Dean, OTE spoke passionately on 
“Teachers as Mentors: Advancing the Frontier of Teacher 
Professionalism” to more than 500 MOE personnel, Principals, 
Vice-Principals, Mentoring teachers, NIE staff and about 
1,000 Postgraduate Diploma in Education (PGDE) students. 
Following which the keynote speaker, Ms Seah Jiak Choo, 
an advisor to MOE, inspired the audience with “The Aim of 
Mentoring: To Grow Teacher Leadership”. Two students from 
PGDE programme also shared insights into their practicum 
learning journeys.

Partnership for Developing Classroom Practices: 
A Learning Forum for Mentoring Teachers

Left: (From left) Keynote 
speaker, Ms Seah Jiak Choo 
with Prof Tan Oon Seng, 
Dean OTE

C
orporate D

evelopm
ent

By	Dr	Jessie	Png,	Office	of	Teacher	Education

03 

The breakout sessions saw presenters from 37 schools sharing 
their best practices and seven NIE staff sharing their insights 
or	 research	 findings	 on	 mentoring.	 Seven	 student	 teachers	
guided by staff from NIE’s Centre of e-Learning presented on 
different aspects of Google. Concurrently, the PGDE Primary 
and Junior College students presented their practicum 
journeys during the Show-and-Tell sessions.

A Vice-Principal had this to say about the Forum: “It has been 
inspirational and wonderful to attend these great presentations, 
including that by student teachers’. It also provided good 
insights on the great works done by NIE in training student 
teachers”. A School Coordinating Mentor commented that “the 
sharing by Student Teacher Reps plus the concurrent sessions 
were enriching and highly motivating” and a PGDE student 
felt	that	“sharing	among	student	teachers	is	beneficial	and	we	
learnt various strategies from each other”.

Right: Participants 
enjoying a light 
moment with the 
Keynote Speaker
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NIE Recipients of the National Day Award 2012

NIE congratulates colleagues who have been bestowed with National Day Honours 2012 by the President of the Republic of 
Singapore. The National Day Honours are awarded in recognition of their contributions to education in Singapore and their 
dedicated service to the Institute and the University.

Mr Tan Hoon Chiang 
Divisional Director, 
Academic Computing and Information Services

Associate Professor Cheah Horn Mun 
Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group
(On secondment to Ministry of Education as Director of 
Educational Technology)

  Public Administration Medal (Silver)

   Public Administration Medal (Bronze)
Associate Professor Liu Woon Chia
Associate Dean, Practicum 
and School Partnerships
Office	of	Teacher	Education
 
Associate Professor Low Ee Ling
Associate Dean, Programme and 
Student Development
Office	of	Teacher	Education

Associate Professor Koh Thiam Seng 
Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group
(On secondment to St Joseph’s Institution as Principal)

Miss Tan Poh Hiang 
Teaching Fellow
Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group
(Seconded from Ministry of Education)

   Long Service Medal

The Public Service Star  
Associate Professor Ho Hwee Long 
Adjunct Senior Fellow
Visual and Performing Arts Academic Group 
(As a Member of the SAF Music Board, Ministry of Defence)

NIE also wishes to congratulate our 
Alumni Family who have received the 
National Day Award 2012



On the Go with LibGO! : NIE Library Mobile App

When everyone can stay connected by notebook, tablet PC 
or smartphone, the expression “out of sight, out of mind” is 
one that is fast falling out of fashion.

To suit the digital lifestyle of today’s multi-taskers, the LIBRIS21 

master plan envisions NIE Library’s transformation into a 
Virtual	Library	–	one	that	you	can	‘step’	into	to	use	our	services	
and resources whether you are in the Yunnan Garden or the 
Kew Gardens.

In	April	2012,	another	brick	was	laid	in	the	edifice	of	our	Virtual	
Library when we launched LibGO!, our mobile application for 
the iPhone. The Android version soon followed in June 2012.  
The	app	was	created	by	a	vendor	to	the	Library’s	specifications.

LibGO! gives the smartphone users among you access to the 
Library portal on the move. You can check library opening 
hours, search the library catalogue and electronic resources, 
view your library account, keep up to date with the latest 
announcements — basically do everything that you would 
usually do in the Library portal on your PC.

By Mr Hilary Ho, Library and Information Services Centre
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Why not give LibGO! a go?  You can download both versions for free:

  For iPhone:

 http://itunes.apple.com/sg/app/nie-library/id513175751?mt=8

LibGO! is one cool app that no self-respecting NIE smartphone user should be without. With LibGO!, “out of sight” becomes “Outtasight”! 

For suggestions or comments, please call 6790 3626 or email: libris@nie.edu.sg

  For Android:

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nie.library.libgo 
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Mathematically Speaking 
By Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic Group

Math educators from the Australasia region and beyond 
attended the prestigious 35th Annual Conference of the 
Mathematics Education Research Group of Australasia 
(MERGA	for	short)	for	the	first	time	in	Singapore.	

Following	 the	 first	 MERGA	 conference	 hosted	 by	 Monash	
University in 1977, it has since grown into a well-known 
international event. This year, a successful bid was won by 
the Mathematics and Mathematics Education Academic 
Group (MME) to host the annual event at the National Institute 

of Education, Singapore. The campus was abuzz from 2 to 6 
July 2012 with a packed schedule of keynotes by international 
speakers, paper presentations, lectures and workshops. 
There were also school visits that ran parallel to the MERGA 
2012 programme, where local and international teachers had 
opportunities to learn about new approaches to the teaching 
and learning of mathematics at the primary and secondary 
school levels.  Special thanks to all participants, presenters 
and speakers.

Inset: The international speakers brought great depth and diverse experience to the discussions



Members of the NIE Community will receive a boost in greater 
flexibility	 with	 the	 newly	 revamped	 facilities	 at	 the	 IT	 and	
Infrastructure	Services	Hub	which	was	officially	 launched	on	
Friday, 11 May 2012. The new IT and Infrastructure Services 
Hub was relocated from the Library and Information Services 
Centre (LIBRIS) at Level 4 to the Student Hub for increased 
location accessibility to better serve its users. 
 
Mr Tan Kian Heong, Divisional Director of the Corporate 
Planning and Development (CPD) Division, who was present 
to inaugurate the opening with Mr Tan Hoon Chiang, Divisional 
Director of the Academic Computing and Information Services 
(ACIS) Division, highlighted that in support of Director of NIE, 
Professor Lee Sing Kong’s objective to further align practices 
in the integration of common services platforms, the Hub’s 
revamp concentrated on simulating a more comprehensive 
yet seamless service processes to enhance the service 
experience of our customers.

I.T.’s a Hub 
By Public, International and Alumni Relations
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Above: The Centre for User Support (CUS) team members (from left): Mr Marvin Tan, Mr Lee Hon Wai, Mr Alvan Tan, Mr Jeffrey Ng, Mr Dave Tay, 
Mr Ong Pang Sun, Mr Chan Win Hung, Mr Simon Lee, Mr Eddie Lim, Mr Eugene Koh, Mr Chong Hock Yong, Mr Quek Kia Yong, Mr Rick Chang, 
Mr Daniel Ng and Mr Jeffrey Hong (Head, CUS)

Left: Service Desk staff 
attending to Associate 
Professor Michael Charles 
McNeill (PESS) at the IT 
Services Hub

To meet this vision, two teams from the Centre for User Support 
and Development and Estate Department worked together 
to review the service delivery process, correct expectation 
gaps and implement improvements over a period of 2 years 
from 2012 to 2013 to lay the foundation of service excellence. 
The next challenging task was to integrate the existing 
processes and align the sharing of resources between the two 
departments to build a reinforced service excellence culture 
within the hub.

The resulting best efforts in these further enhancements 
revealed better response time with four new touch-screen 
self-service kiosks that cater to an array of product demands 
and information. While the e-Signature facility certainly allows 
quicker	authentication	and	efficiency,	it	complements	the	move	
towards green-friendly processes in step with the continual 
popularity of global e-commerce practices. If this has piqued 
your interest, swing by the IT Hub’s swanky premises located 
at the Student Hub today.
  

Right: ICT Specialist, Ms Siti Radilah 
Binte Ahmad Sidek giving Head, 
Student Services Centre, 
Mrs Seah-Lee Moi Fong an 
orientation on the e-Signature facility

Above: VIPs at the IT Services Hub Launch (from left) were 
Mrs Seah-Lee Moi Fong; Mr Jeffrey Hong; Mrs Koh-Goh Huey Cheng; 
Mr Tan Kian Heong; Mr Tan Hoon Chiang and Mr Selvaratnam Selvarajan

Mathematically Speaking 



Workshop in Wuhan, China: 
Drawing on our teaching for research ideas

In June 2012, Assistant Professor Ramona Tang from NIE’s 
English Language and Literature Academic Group was invited 
to give a number of lectures and workshops in Wuhan, Hubei 
Province, China, as a Visiting Professor at China University 
of Geosciences and Hubei University of Education. She also 
spent an afternoon speaking at Hubei University. The talks 
were attended by faculty, postgraduates, and undergraduates. 

One of the sessions that Asst Prof Tang conducted was a 
workshop entitled “Teachers as researchers: Drawing on our 
teaching for research ideas”. Designed to inspire and train 
busy Chinese university educators to use their teaching as the 
basis for small or large-scale research projects, the workshop 
was centred around the idea that a teacher’s everyday 
encounters in the classroom can provide the starting point 
for research, and such teaching-inspired research can in turn 
feed back into pedagogy and help teachers to become more 
effective in the classroom.

By Assistant Professor Ramona Tang Siu Mei, English Language and Literature Academic Group
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Asst Prof Tang explained how a teacher who is committed to 
developing his/her teaching effectiveness would naturally ask 
questions such as: 

•	 How	effective	was	this	lesson	that	I	just	conducted?	

•	 Did	this	assignment	that	I	designed	manage	to	achieve	the	 
 aims that I had for it? 

•	 What	are	the	questions	that	my	students	always	ask	me,	year	 
	 after	year?	Why	do	they	keep	asking	these	particular	questions?	

•	 What	are	the	recurring	problems	in	my	students’	work?	How	 
 do I address these problems more effectively the next time I  
 teach this course? 

•	 How	 can	 I	 better	 understand	 the	 students	 that	 I	 teach?	 
 Is there something that I don’t fully understand about their  
 learning styles, their study preferences, their motivations,  
 their literacy histories?
 
Drawing on her own experiences, Asst Prof Tang illustrated 
how each of these questions might be turned into a research 
project. The workshop participants were then invited to work 
in groups to discuss ways in which their own teaching might 
form the basis of one or more research projects.

Inset: Speaking to faculty and students 
at Hubei University of Education

Above: Asst Prof Ramona Tang (front row, fourth from right) with Vice-Dean Prof Zhang Hongyan and teachers from the School of Foreign Languages, 
China University of Geosciences
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Fostering Critical Thinking, 
Inspiring Active Learning
By Dr Mark Baildon and Dr Sim Yong Huei, Humanities and Social Studies Education Academic Group

The Humanities Branch (Curriculum Planning and 
Development Division, Ministry of Education) and the 
Humanities and Social Studies Education (HSSE) Academic 
Group, National Institute of Education (NIE) organised 
the Humanities Educators’ Conference from 30 to 31 May 
2012	at	Raffles	Institution	to	bring	together	a	rich	gathering	
of renowned local and overseas speakers, teaching 
professionals and specialists in humanities and social studies 
education. Mr Heng Swee Keat, Minister for Education 
opened the conference which was followed by powerful and 
thought-provoking keynote speeches by Professor Walter 
Parker (Day 1) and Professor Kishore Mahbubani (Day 2) who 
explored the value and directions for humanities education in 
the 21st century. 

Over the two days of indoor and outdoor sessions, an array 
of interactive sessions spanning the subjects of history, 
geography, and social studies (primary and secondary) 
included topics such as “Producing Food for Ten Billion”, 

“New	 Perspectives	 on	 Geographical	 Inquiry	 in	 the	 UK”,	
“Reconstructing the Past: Archaeology as a Critical Source”, 
“History Teaching as Literacy Teaching”, “The Grave New 
World	of	Social	Media”, and “Effective Assessment Strategies 
in Elementary Social Studies”.  

After the lively exchange of ideas in the concurrent sessions, 
conference presenters and attendees were engaged in 
vigorous dialogue at the end of each day about critical and 
creative thinking, global awareness and cross-cultural skills, 
character and citizenship education, and approaches to 
inspire active learning. Outdoor sessions allowed participants 
to	explore	possibilities	for	incorporating	field-based	learning,	
such	 as	 interactive	 heritage	 trails,	 fieldwork,	 and	 museum	
study in the humanities curriculum. With HSSE rolling out its 
revamped Masters of Arts (Humanities Education) program, 
the conference was also a good chance to reach out to 
teachers, many of whom, under the encouragement of MOE, 
were looking for a good program to upgrade themselves 
professionally and intellectually. 

Aside from the booth hosted by HSSE, scores of booths lining 
the exhibition area included innovations in technology designed 
to support humanities education, publishers displaying the 
latest titles in humanities and social studies education and 
agencies publicising their services to schools, further enriching 
the experience of attendees at the conference.

Above: A few of the overseas and local speakers Above: Over 1200 participants attended the two-day conference

Left: Presentation of gift to keynote speaker Prof Walter Parker 
(second from left)

Right: Prof Kishore Mahbubani 
gives his keynote speech

Right: Mr Heng Swee Keat, Minister for 
Education giving his Opening Address
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Mr Anthony Miller, the Deputy Secretary of 
USA, Department of Education (fourth from 
left), visited NIE on 3 July 2012. Mr Miller met 
with Professor Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director, 
(fifth	 from	 left);	 Professor	 Paul	 Teng,	 Dean	 of	
Graduate Studies and Professional Learning 
(second from left); and Professor Tan Oon 
Seng, Dean of Teacher Education (last from 
left) for an enjoyable discussion about teacher 
education in the 21st century in Singapore’s and 
America’s context.

3 July 2012
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1 June 2012

Prominent Visitors
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

His Excellency, Mr Jerome Kloh Weya (third from left), the 
new Ambassador to Singapore from the Republic of Côte 
d’Ivoire, visited the National Institute of Education (NIE) on 
1 June 2012 to better understand how teacher education 
in Singapore is carried out. Professor Lee Sing Kong, 
NIE Director (second from left) and Dr Goh Chor Boon, 
General Manager / Associate Dean of NIE International 
(last from left), were present to welcome His Excellency. 
The discussion included an overview on the types of 
programmes offered by NIE for pre-service and in-service 
teacher training, school management and educational 
leadership training, and how the programmes in these 
niche areas could be customised by NIE International for 
other local training organisations as well as international 
educational institutions.
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NIE hosts the 
23rd International 
Biology Olympiad

Having hosted the International 
Physics Olympiad in 2006, the 
National Institute of Education 
(NIE), Singapore played host to 
the world for the 23rd International 
Biology Olympiad (IBO 2012), 
from 8 to 15 July 2012.
 
In partnership with the Ministry 
of Education (MOE), Singapore, 
the event was co-organised by a 
dedicated team of professors and 
staff from NIE/Nanyang Technological University, Singapore and the 
National University of Singapore (NUS). The team led by Co-Chairs, 
Associate Professor Shirley Lim from NIE and Associate Professor Lim 
Tit Meng from NUS saw the global participants delight in a myriad 
of exhilarating activities. The students were accompanied by adult 
delegates, mostly high-school educators and professors, who formed the 
international jury panel that vetted and translated the test papers into their 
students’ native language. All participants were hosted on excursions of 
interest, particularly biological ones, with a mix of cultural indulgence 
throughout their stay.
 
IBO 2012 saw 234 student competitors from 59 countries taking part in 
a gruelling series of practical tasks and theoretical tests that assessed 
their knowledge and skills across various disciplines of in the biological 
sciences, grouped into four key areas: Cell and Molecular Biology; 
Microbiology and Biochemistry; Plant Diversity, Anatomy and Physiology; 
and Animal Anatomy and Ecology. Concluding 
on a high-note, participants are looking forward 
to the next Olympiad to come.
 
Kudos to Teams Singapore and USA, who each 
garnered the maximum of four gold medals, 
with Singapore’s Mr Nol Swaddiwudhipong 
securing the Top Gold Medal.
 
For more information, visit www.ibo2012.org

By Mr Timothy Tan, Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group

Above: Student Competitors 
assembled and waiting to enter 
the Nanyang Auditorium for the 
“Competitors’ March-past”

Above: Co-chairs of the IBO 2012 Organising 
Committee, Associate Professor Shirley Lim from NIE 
(right); and Associate Professor Lim Tit Meng from 
NUS giving their Welcome Address

Above: Members of the International Jury in 
deliberation at the NIE Sports Hall, transformed 
for the purpose with networked ICT facilities, 
with	wireless	classroom	participation	‘Clickers’	
used for voting, and a range of refreshment and 
relaxation amenities for the long sessions lasting 
through the night

Below: Team Singapore. From L-R: Mao Haitong, 
Nol Swaddiwudhipong, Lim Yuan Wei, and 
Zhang Hui Ting

Above: Practical Tasks 
conducted in the Natural 
Sciences and Science Education 
AG’s science laboratories. The 
laboratories were set up with 
individual partitions for each 
student in each of the four tasks

Above: Student competitors (and quite a few Jury members) letting their hair down during Bhangra Night at the NIE Triangle after completing all the tests

Above: The Theoretical Tests were 
conducted en masse in the Gymnasium

Above: Singapore’s Mr Nol Swaddiwudhipong 
receiving his Gold Medal from Ms Chan Lai Fung, 
Permanent Secretary (Education Policy), MOE, 
Guest-of-Honour at the Closing Ceremony



Corporate Developm
ent

11NIE NEWS  | SEPTEMBER 2012 

Imbuing Scaling with New Dimension: 
Collaborators as agents of pedagogical innovation

The synergistic collaboration between Learning Sciences Lab 
(LSL), NIE, Singapore Centre for Chinese Language (SCCL), 
an	 autonomous	 centre	 affiliated	 to	 Nanyang	 Technological	
University, and Lu Feng Technology, a commercial multimedia 
firm	 in	 Taiwan,	 has	 imbued	 scaling	 with	 a	 new	 dimension	
of meaning: collaborators can act as effective agents of 
pedagogical innovations.

Since the inception of the education research industry 
partnership in 2009, the three entities have worked relentlessly 
to enhance the learning of Chinese idioms by bridging 
research and practice. Researchers from NIE and SCCL 
provided pedagogical expertise while Lu Feng Technology 
developed multimedia content. The collaboration culminated 
in a series of learning resources which comprised animations 
on idioms and lesson packages that facilitated the seamless 
integration of technology, curriculum and students’ daily life 
experiences, both within and beyond the school context. 
Students viewed the animations on their mobile phones, 
participated in collaborative work, took photos related to 
idioms and posted their work online for peer evaluation.
  

By Ms Yancy Toh, Learning Sciences Lab

Led	by	Dr	Wong	Lung	Hsiang	from	LSL,	the	project	was	first	
piloted in a primary 5 class in Nan Chiau Primary School. 
Building on the success of this pioneering effort, SCCL further 
customised the learning design into a two-tier lesson package 
that can be used in well-endowed ICT prototype schools 
and typical schools in Singapore, respectively. Lakeside 
Primary School, Poi Ching Primary School and River Valley 
Primary School have been the three testbed schools for this 
pedagogical innovation since late 2011.

As part of the scaling efforts, SCCL has obtained the rights to 
broadcast the animations developed by Lu Feng Technology. 
Come 2013, all Chinese language teachers in Singapore will 
be able to use the full suite of resources (the learning package 
and the animations) free of charge.

This	 partnership	 has	 exemplified	 how	 cascading	 work	
can	 be	 jointly	 implemented	 by	 collaborators:	 first	 with	 NIE	
demonstrating the feasibility of the concept, followed by 
SCCL testing its robustness in more schools. It is hoped that 
this compelling example can offer inspiration for educators to 
re-think the possibilities of innovation diffusion.

Above: Kuwaiti educators visited a “Move, 
Idioms!” class in Nan Chiau Primary School

Below: Prof Lee Wing On, Dean OER (second from 
left), after observing a “Move, Idioms!” class in Nan 
Chiau Primary School in August 2010

Below: Students of Nan Chiau Primary School having 
great fun in a photo taking and sentence making 
session at a “Move, Idioms!” class

By	Ms	Yeoh	Hui	Shih,	Office	of	Teacher	Education

The Classroom of the Future (COTF) at the National Institute 
of	Education	(NIE)	was	first	launched	in	2005	under	the	Back.
Pack.NET programme, a collaborative initiative by Infocomm 
Development Authority of Singapore (IDA), Microsoft Singapore 
and the Ministry of Education (MOE). The objective was to 
allow schools, MOE and NIE to experience the possibilities of 
key technologies and solutions for teaching and learning.

COTF 3.0, was re-launched in February 2012, and it continues 
to serve as a reference site to showcase Singapore’s capability 
and expertise as a leading R&D facility in info-communication 
technologies. In collaboration with the IDA and the NIE, the 
showcase is dedicated to modelling, testing and showcasing 
technologies that can empower future learning.

The	 theme	 of	 COTF	 3.0	 is	 ‘Seamless	 Education,	 Global	
Classroom’ and it represents our vision of the next frontier for 
21st century learning, in which learners and schools across 
the world connect through info-communication technologies 
and engage in collaborative learning.  

Version 3.0’s showcase comprises four learning scenarios 
anchored on the issue of Global Warming. Through these 
scenarios, students are challenged to think critically, analyse 
and solve real issues through project-based learning. 
Students can develop important skills needed to promote 
global collaboration such as creative problem solving, critical 
thinking, effective communication, and data inference skills. 

Teachers can bring their students to the exhibition to 
experience these new learning environments and better 
understand how info-communication technologies empower 
their users, exciting and inspiring them to continue learning 
when they return to school.

This exhibition is also an excellent platform for educators and 
policy makers to get together and gain inspiration on how info-
communication technologies can support innovative teaching 
and learning methods. 

Above: Collaborative sharing of information

Seamless Education, 
Global Classroom

Above: Global classroom discussion with participants
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Teaching Inspiration
By Ms Wendy Goh, Public, International and Alumni Relations

The NIE Teachers’ Investiture Ceremony (TIC), held on 11 to 
12 July 2012 at the Nanyang Auditorium saw the graduation 
of 2,133 student teachers who went on to become newly 
qualified	teachers	in	Singapore	schools.	

The Guest-of-Honour, Ms Sim Ann, Senior Parliamentary 
Secretary, Ministry of Education and Law, encourages new 
teachers	 to	 be	 ‘teachers	 of	 excellence’	 highlighting	 results	
of	 a	 study	 that	 showed	 ‘teachers	make	 a	 difference	 in	 the	
achievement of students; it is what teachers know, do, and 
care about which is very powerful in the learning equation’.

Student teachers at NIE go through initiatives like e-portfolio 
and	Meranti	 Project	 to	 be	 reflective	 and	 thinking	 teachers,	
who better engage their students by improving classroom 
management and teaching decisions. Teachers also inspire 
their peers by pursuing professional excellence. 

As	a	life-long	learner,	Ms	Irene	Ho	believes	that	‘studying	at	
an older age helped to mould her character and strengthen 
her’. She pursued and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts 
(Education), with two book prizes, even after 15 years of 
teaching. Mr Ganison s/o Rajamohan (already a First Class 
Honours graduate from NUS) advocates a spirit and culture 
of continuous learning amongst his students and peers. He 
graduated with NIE’s Postgraduate Diploma in Education 
(Junior College) with an Advancement of Science Award. 

As	Professor	Lee	Sing	Kong	aptly	puts	 it,	 ‘the	quality	of	 the	
teaching profession is the pillar that sustains the quality of our 
[Singapore’s] education system’. Indeed, teachers should 
effectively teach, solve problems and prepare students for 
the global economy. 

A teacher is not merely a transmitter of knowledge… The 
duties of teachers extend beyond academics; it involves 

the nurturing of young people to be the best they can be.

Above: 
Mr Ganison s/o Rajamohan, Valedictorian for Ceremony 2

The determination and 
resilience displayed by 

all of us will serve as the 
very foundation of our 

work ethic as we work 
hard at improving 

our craft.

Above: 
Mr Cheng Tai Chew Marcus, 
Valedictorian for Ceremony 1

Above: (Third from left) Ms Sim Ann, Senior Parliamentary Secretary, Ministry of Education 
(MOE) and Ministry of Law with award winners from Ceremony 1

Below: (Third from left) Ms Chan Lai Fung, Permanent Secretary 
(Education Policy), MOE with award winners from Ceremony 2
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Congratulations to Class of 2012!

One of the most 
rewarding things about 

teaching is to watch your 
students learn and grow, 
because you too learn 
and grow with them.

Above: 
Ms Vincent Esther Xueming, 
Valedictorian for Ceremony 3

I’m sure you’d agree with me that teaching 
is both hard work and heart work.

Left: 
Mr Shahdon Bin Mohammed Jamil, Valedictorian for Ceremony 4

Above: All smiles for the newly-minted teachers!

Above: Fourth from left) Ms Low Khah Gek, Deputy Director-General of Education (Schools) 
cum Director of Schools, Ministry of Education (MOE), Ms Chan Lai Fung, Permanent Secretary 
(Education Policy), MOE, Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director with award winners from Ceremony 4
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English “Musings” 
By Ms Monica Khoo, Public International and Alumni Relations

While wit and candour accentuated the English speech 
lessons in Mr George Bernard Shaw’s 1912 Pygmalion 
beautifully,	Professors	still	find	much	to	deliberate	on	what	one	
might consider the acceptable world standard of the English 
language	with	the	influence	of	multi-cultural	intricacies.	Such	
a theme fuelled three recent invited addresses given by NIE’s 
Associate Professor Low Ee Ling from the English Language 
and Literature Academic Group who discussed how non-
native speakers in Asia have commanded a change in how we 
ought to approach English language teaching and learning.

From 9 to 12 May 2012, Assoc Prof Low was at the Freie 
Universität Berlin to give a Keynote on “English in Southeast 
Asia: Features within and without”. She ventured into a 
comparison of the linguistic features documented on six regions 
in Southeast Asia – Singapore, Malaysia, the Philippines, Hong 
Kong, Thailand and Brunei. This was based on a recently 
published paper in a volume titled as “English in Southeast 
Asia” on the varying standards in English in the region edited 
by herself and Professor Azirah Hashim from the University of 
Malaya. Assoc Prof Low discussed whether the varieties of 
English in the region under investigation are moving away from 
global norms towards developing their own norms.  

Subsequently on 2 July 2012 in Cairns Australia, Assoc Prof 
Low was invited to share what recent research from 1999 
by	 prominent	 scholars	 in	 the	 field	 has	 shown	 about	 the	 role	
of non-native educators in English language teaching. She 
also offered suggestions for future directions in terms of 

research areas as well as insights about non-native English-
speaking teachers who teach pronunciation for English as an 
International Language (EIL).
 
By 14 July 2012 Assoc Prof Low was at Sunway University 
in	 Malaysia	 at	 the	 English	 for	 Specific	 Academic	 Purposes	
Symposium. There, her third address tackled the ideals of 
“sounding local and going global”. She presented local 
diversity in a discussion about the tensions between standard 
Singapore English (SSE) and the locals’ version of Singapore 
Colloquial	 English	 (also	 known	 as	 Singlish).	 Reflections	
included	the	important	proficiency	results	by	the	International	
English Language Testing System (IELTS) and the language 
policy directions from the test results. Assoc Prof Low also 
offered initial thoughts about how Mr Howard Gardner’s Five 
Minds for the Future (Gardner 
2008) can be adapted to 
enhance pronunciation teaching 
and learning.

Early Childhood  
By Public, International and Alumni Relations

For	 the	 first	 time	ever,	 the	Annual	Conference	of	 the	Pacific	
Early Childhood Education Research Association (PECERA) 
was held in Singapore.

From 20 to 22 July 2012, the Early Childhood and Special 
Education (ECSE) Academic Group, National Institute of 
Education (NIE), Singapore and the Association for Early 
Childhood Educators (Singapore) (AECES) welcomed close 
to 500 participants from 17 countries around the world on the 
topic of “Building a Community of Researchers: Children at 
the Heart of Research”.

At	 the	 Official	 Opening	 on	 20	 July	 2012,	 delegates,	 guests	
and participants packed NIE’s Lecture Theatre 1. Guest-of-
Honour, Mr Lawrence Wong, Senior Minister of State, Ministry 
of Education & Ministry of Information, Communications and 
the Arts gave the Opening Address followed by Professor 
Celia Genishi from Columbia University, USA, who gave a 
keynote address titled, “Children at the Heart of Research: 
Accountability, Agency, and the Art of Play.”

The 13th PECERA Annual Conference showcased a sharing of 
current and emerging research experiences in early childhood 
education. Co-organisers from ECSE and AECES also co-
hosted researchers, academics, trainers, practitioners, education 
ministries, community service providers. Researchers who hail 
from	 other	 fields	 –	 such	 as	 music,	 medicine	 and	 paediatric	
medicine, nutrition and health, and social work – also shared 
vital information on how these areas can affect early childhood 
learning experiences. The three-day event saw a total of 2 
main panel discussions, a keynote symposium, 148 papers, 
129 posters, 4 workshops and a roundtable discussion with 4 
separate research topics.

Left: (From left) Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director; Dr Christine Chen, 
Founder & President of the Association for Early Childhood Educators 
Singapore and Co-Chairman of the Singapore PECERA Organising 
Committee; Mr Lawrence Wong, Senior Minister of State, Ministry of 
Education & Ministry of Information, Communications and the Arts; Dr 
Wonyoung Rhee, President, PECERA; Dr Audrey Lim, Senior Lecturer, 
Co-Chairman of the Singapore PECERA Organising Committee, Dr Levan 
Lim, Head, Early Childhood and Special Education Academic Group, NIE

Left: (From left) Mr Lawrence Wong, 
Senior Minister of State, Ministry of 
Education & Ministry of Information, 
Communications and the Arts and 
Prof Wonyoung Rhee, President of 
PECERA International

Right: Assoc Prof Low Ee Ling 
at Freie Universität Berlin
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Humanities Student 
Teachers Win Spatial 
Challenge 2012 in Two 
Consecutive Years!
By Assistant Professor Wu Bing Sheng, Humanities and Social Studies (HSSE) Academic Group

Beating stiff competition from local universities, NIE has come out tops 
in the SLA Spatial Challenge for two consecutive years.
 
The Spatial Challenge, an initiative of Singapore Land Authority (SLA), 
is open to all tertiary and pre-university students since 2008. The main 
objective is to encourage youths to adopt GIS (geographical information 
system) technologies and GeoSpatial knowledge to conduct research 
and solve real-world issues.
 
Last year, three NIE students from the Humanities and Social Studies 
Education Academic Group (HSSE), Mr Michael Chew You Ren, 
Ms Jasvir Kaur Brar D/O Amrjit Singh, and Ms Krystle Lau Li Ling, 
participated	 in	 Spatial	 Challenge	 2011	 for	 the	 first	 time.	 Named	
GoldRiverRush and supervised by Assistant Professor Wu Bing Sheng, 
the team took home the Championship Prize in the Tertiary Category of 
GIS Analysis.
 
This year, two HSSE student groups competed in Spatial Challenge 
2012. Team GeoTrio which comprised of Ms Elfy Lee Yi Yu, Mr Ahmad 
Zakir, and Mr Mansoor Abdul Rahman, was supervised by Associate 
Professor Kalyani Chatterjea and Assistant Professor Wu Bing Sheng. 
GeoTrio won the Championship Prize in the Tertiary Category of GIS 
Analysis. Another, Team GTMS also supervised by Asst Prof Wu, had 
won the Best Presentation Award and the Second Runner-up Prize in 
the Tertiary Category of GIS Analysis. This team comprised of Mr Lee 
Jun Jie, Mr Jeffrey Poh Pin Lian, and Mr Daniel Ng Jun Wei.
 
Thanks to the good support from HSSE and the NIE family, our students 
have achieved steady successes that show that they are not only 
budding	teaching	professionals	but	also	good	contenders	in	the	field	
of research. We wish them our heartiest congratulations and hope that 
their stories inspire more NIE student teachers to excel!
 

Below: The Spatial Challenge 2012 winners from NIE with Ms Sim Ann

Above: Champion 2012: Second Runner-up: Team GTMS

Above: Champion 2012: Team GeoTrio

Above: Champion 2011: Team GoldRiverRush

Early Childhood  
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NIE Journal 
Climbs the 
SSCI Ladder
By	Office	of	Education	Research

The 2011 Journal Citation Reports® were released by 
Thomson	Reuters	in	June	2012.	NIE’s	flagship	journal,	the	Asia 
Pacific	Journal	of	Education (APJE), has scored a 2011 impact 
factor of 0.492, a 313 per cent increase from its 2010 impact 
factor of 0.119. It is now ranked 132/203 in the Education and 
Educational Research category.

The impact factor is commonly used as a measure of the 
frequency with which the “average article” in a journal has 
been cited in a particular period. An impact factor of 0.492 
means that the average article published between 2009–2010 
was cited 0.492 times in 2011, or approximately 5 out of every 
10 articles published in the journal were cited once. 

Other education journals with similar impact factors include 
the British	Journal	of	Educational	Studies (0.568), Educational 
Research (0.48) and Australian	Journal	of	Education (0.472).

APJE aims to provide a platform for the critical analysis and 
review	 of	 issues	 relevant	 to	 educators	 in	 the	 Asia	 Pacific	
region. Now into its 32nd volume, the journal continues to 
grow from strength to strength.

In	August	1978,	the	first	issue	of	the	journal	was	published	
by NIE as the Singapore	 Journal	 of	Education. In 1996, it 
was renamed the Asia	 Pacific	 Journal	 of	 Education. And 
in 2005, it was re-launched as an international journal 
published by Routledge. 

Three years later, in 2008, the journal was accepted for 
coverage in the Social Science Citation Index® (SSCI). The 
first	SSCI	impact	factor	was	received	in	2009—a	modest	0.277.

APJE is currently helmed by Executive Editors Mr Jason Tan 
Eng Thye who is Associate Professor with the Policy and 
Leadership Studies Academic Group, and Professor Lee Wing 
On, Dean of Education Research. 

Both editors have been involved in the journal since its early 
days: Assoc Prof Tan was Executive Editor of APJE from 1996 
to 2003 and again from 2008 to date, while Prof Lee was Guest 
Editor of the inaugural issue in 1996 together with Prof Mark 
Bray from Hong Kong.

More information about the journal is available at: 
http://www.tandfonline.com/cape 

 

A new book, Education in Singapore: Taking Stock, 
Looking Forward, was launched on 16 August 2012 at the 
NIE Library Learning Hub. Edited by Mr Jason Tan who is 
Associate Professor in NIE’s Policy and Leadership Studies 
Academic	Group,	 the	book	 is	 the	 fifth	 in	 a	 series	of	 edited	
books (Education in Singapore: A Book of Readings, 1997; 
Challenges Facing the Singapore Education System Today, 
2001; Shaping Singapore’s Future: Thinking Schools, 
Learning Nation, 2005; Thinking Schools, Learning Nation: 
Contemporary Issues and Challenges, 2008) that cast an 
analytical lens on key issues in the Singapore education 
system. The various contributors are a mix of academics 
and postgraduate students, most of whom are Singaporeans 
who have experienced the Singapore education system from 
differing perspectives as students or as school teachers.

The book is being published as the 
current Education Minister of Singapore, 
Mr Heng Swee Keat, enters his second 
year	 in	 office.	 The	 frenetic	 pace	 of	
reform that has characterised the past 
fifteen	 years	 appears	 to	 have	 slowed	
somewhat. It is thus timely to take stock 
of key aspects of Singapore’s education system as well as to 
make predictions for the immediate future. This book has as 
its target audience policymakers, school leaders and school 
teachers both within and outside of Singapore who have an 
interest in scholarly critiques of Singapore’s education system.

In the view of Associate Professor Ng Pak Tee, Head, Policy 
and Leadership Studies Academic Group, “For any academic, 
researcher, policymaker, school leader or teacher wanting 
to know more about recent developments in the Singapore 
education system from a critical perspective, this is a good 
book to read. It provides valuable insights into education in 
Singapore and while addressing some questions, raises even 
more questions for thought and discussion.”

Education in Singapore: 
Taking Stock, Looking forward
By Associate Professor Jason Tan Eng Thye, Policy and Leadership Studies Academic Group

Left: Assoc	Prof	Jason	Tan	(second	row)	with	chapter	authors	(first	row,	
from left to right) Asst Prof Timothy Hew, Assoc Prof Cheung Wing Sum, 
Mr Alistair Chew, Dr Kenneth Poon and Asst Prof Warren Liew



A Global Award 
By Public, International and Alumni Relations 

Associate Professor Chee Yam San from the Learning 
Sciences and Technologies Academic Group and the 
Learning Sciences Lab, was a recipient of the Education 
Leadership Award at the 1st World Education Congress 2012 
held in Mumbai on 29 June 2012. The award for excellence in 
education, leadership, and teaching, recognises Assoc Prof 
Chee as a thinker and doer in the context of 21st century 
education and for being a role model and believer in change. 
The award, part of the World Education Congress’s Global 
Awards to educationists and academics across the world, 
also recognises global personalities for their contribution 
to education. Award recipients were selected through a 
rigorous selection process by a Jury and the Congress’s 
Council of Board Members. Assoc Prof Chee received his 
trophy and citation from HE Lyonpo Thakur Singh Powdyel, 
Minister of Education, Bhutan.

Research
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Not all researchers at the National Institute of Education, 
Singapore, work on pedagogical theories. In a recent 
finding	 published	 on	 1	 May	 2012	 in	 an	 issue	 of	 “Nature 
Communications”, an NIE researcher, who is also a principal 
investigator at the Center for quantum Technologies, 
published an article that shows that subtle connection 
between physics and information in quantum systems could 
lead to novel insights into quantum computations. 

Associate Professor Kwek Leong Chuan from the Natural 
Sciences and Science Education Academic Group, with his 
collaborators at the Center for Quantum Technologies, the 
University of Oxford, the Institute of Physics of the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences, and the Universidade Federal de 
Minas Gerais in Brazil, he showed that different quantum 
phases have different computational power. 

Many advances in computing and communication have 
emerged from the idea that information can be treated as a 
physical quantity subject to physical laws. One of the pioneers 
of information theory, Mr Rolf Landauer, famously wrote that 
“Information is inevitably physical”. The new paper, says one of 
the authors, Mr Vlatko Vedral of CQT and the University 
of Oxford, UK, highlights the mirroring idea that 
“physics itself is also informational”.

Phase transition is an important aspect 
of Physics and occurs ubiquitously in 
Nature.  All secondary school pupils 
understand that water for instance 
exists in three different phases: solid 
(as ice), liquid (as water as we know it) 
and gas (as water vapour). In some rare 
cases, another new phase may appear: 
plasma. In other cases like magnetic 
materials, phase changes could be 
harnessed for magnetic storage.

Published Physics
By Associate Professor Kwek Leong Chuan, Natural Sciences and Science Education Academic Group

Researchers now also know that when quantum matter shifts 
from one state to another, there is often a signature in an 
informational measure, such as entanglement. This has led to 
quantum information theory being used to study the physical 
properties of quantum phase transitions. But as the team 
points out in this paper, the reverse — the question of how 
physical	phase	transitions	influence	informational	properties	
— is less studied.

In their report, the researchers went beyond the physical 
properties of different phases and showed that different 
phases have different capacities to process information 
as well. The researchers suggest the approach could be 
applied to studying a form of quantum computation known 
as	 ‘adiabatic’,	 in	which	 the	computation	 is	 implemented	by	
applying	external	influences	to	quantum	matter	and	the	result	
deduced from its end state.

For more details, see “Quantum phases with differing 
computational power”, Nature Commun. 3, 812 (2012); arXiv: 
1110.3331.

Above and Left: 
Assoc Prof Chee Yam 
Sam receiving the 
award and giving 
his presentation



What is China’s civilisation bringing to the world? This was the 
question posed by comparative scholar Ruth Hayhoe, who 
specialises	in	the	field	of	comparative	education	in	China.	She	
is a Professor in Education at the Ontario Institute for Studies 
in Education of the University of Toronto, and also President 
Emerita of the Hong Kong Institute of Education, where she 
was Head from 1997 to 2002.

Prof Hayhoe’s visit to NIE in May 2012 was supported by the 
CJ Koh Professorship in Education Programme. No stranger 
to the region, she presented two lectures to NIE staff while 
she was here. 

In an NIE seminar on 30 April entitled “A Bridge Too Far? 
Comparative	Reflections	on	Confucian	and	Christian	Values”, 
she	shared	personal	reflections	on	a	lifelong	effort	to	bridge	
the values of her own Christian heritage and the Confucian 
beliefs	that	have	been	influential	in	her	scholarship.

By Ms Vinothini Muneaswara and Ms Lin Ai-Leen, 
Office	of	Education	Research	
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The CJ Koh Professorial Lecture on 3 May 2012 was on the 
topic of “An	Emerging	Model	of	the	Chinese	University”. Prof 
Hayhoe	shared	key	findings	from	a	research	study	on	China’s	
universities in their move to mass higher education, which 
was recently published in a book entitled Portraits of 21st 
Century	Chinese	Universities.

Prof Hayhoe was also joined by colleagues from both East 
and West for a roundtable symposium on 2 May. It was a 
fitting	way	 to	engage	 in	a	dialogue	about	“Education Policy 
Innovation:	Levelling	Up	and	Staying	on	the	Top”. Participants 
of this closed-door session included Hannele Niemi from 
Finland, Cho Youngdal from Korea, Esther Ho from Hong 
Kong, and Lin Goodwin from the United States.

So, what can China offer to the world of education?

On the topic of values, Prof Hayhoe noted the importance of 
spiritual values in the work we do as educators. In comparing 
the values undergirding the civilisations of Christian Europe 
and	Confucian	China,	we	find	 that	 though	 these	 two	worlds	
may seem far apart, there are foundational commonalities that 
complement one another and allow us to engage in mutual 
dialogue about the sources of our spiritual strength to carry 
out educational work.

In China’s move to mass higher education, we see how unity 
can exist amid much diversity. The case universities they 
studied had each adopted different visions and strategies 
in response to increased autonomy from the central 
government’s control. Yet, they also displayed certain core 
features of the Chinese tradition of scholarship, particularly a 
unique blend of autonomy, which is expressed as self-mastery 
and intellectual freedom.

What	 cultural	 influence	 will	 China	 have	 on	 the	 world	 as	 it	
continues to develop as a major world power? This is a 
question that the global community will continue to ask for 
many years to come.

A Meeting of 
East and West

Above and below: CJ Koh Professor Ruth Hayhoe during her visit to NIE in May 2012.



NIE NEWS  |  SEPTEMBER 2012 

Venus Transit
By Ms Lee Wei Ching, Learning Sciences Lab

6 June 2012 was an exciting day for 
astronomy enthusiasts because it is 
the last transit of Venus in this century. 
The faculty of Science at the National 
University of Singapore organised 

observations, exhibitions and talks so 
that the public could understand this 

phenomenon. Telescopes of different sizes 
were set up to witness this rare phenomenon.

 
As researchers from the Learning Science Laboratory (LSL) 
at NIE, we seized this unique opportunity to showcase models 
and posters created by our workshop participants. As LSL 
has been developing interdisciplinary and embodied model-
based activities for learning astronomy, we conducted a series 
of modelling workshops. Through these, our participants 
created multiple models of different astronomy phenomena 
such as the solar system and phases of the moon.
 
One of our enthusiastic participants, Mr Chin Zong Yang had 
designed a model of a Venus transit. This model illustrated 
how the transit of Venus occurs at the at the ascending or 
descending node of the conjunction, since Venus’ orbital 
plane is tilted 3 degrees compared to the Earth’s orbital plane. 
Zong Yang spent hours creating the model, generating ideas, 
searching for suitable materials and constructing it from his 
sketch. He hopes this model can help people to understand 
transit of Venus more vividly.
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Inset: Mr Chin Zong 
Yang demonstrated 
the transit of Venus 
with his model

Left: A young 
participant tests out 
theory in action

Inset:	The	field	allocated	
for observation at NUS

Inset: Mr Chin Zong Yang 
and his astronomy model

Below: The LSL research team at the exhibition

Astronomy is a domain comprising multiple disciplines. 
We also welcomed 11-year-old Ms Annie Min Kyung Cho who 
wrote a beautiful poem about the history of the transits of 
Venus, how and who had been involved in tracking them. She 
managed	 to	 share	 the	 scientific	 facts	 in	beautiful	 language	
and rhythms. To celebrate the event, she designed a beautiful 
poster with her poem.
 
The exhibition’s creative models and posters attracted a lot of 
public attention and interest. While many were very shy to test 
the models, some young children were more adventurous. 
For example, an 8-year-old girl asked a brilliant question after 
exploring the model: “If we are on Mars, will we be able to 
see an Earth transit?” Models may help learners to inquire 
more deeply about natural phenomena and gain better 
understanding of astronomy. We hope schools will use more 
modelling activities to facilitate science learning in the future.
 
For further information about learning astronomy with models, 
please visit our website: https://sites.google.com/site/astroedu2011/

Facts
A transit of Venus occurs when the planet Venus passes directly 
between the Sun and the Earth, so that we can see a small, dark 
disk moving across the face of the Sun. The last transit in the 21st 
century occurred on 5/6 June, 2012; the next will happen in 2117. 
Transits of Venus occur in a pattern that generally repeats every 
243 years, with pairs of transits eight years apart separated by 
long gaps of 121.5 years and 105.5 years.

Transits	of	Venus	have	 long	been	useful	 to	scientific	 research	 to	
determine our distance from the Sun. In the 1700s, numerous 
expeditions were made by astronomers from many nations, to 
various parts of the world so that precise observations could be 
made to determine the value of astronomical units. This is an early 
example	of	international	scientific	collaboration.
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NIE Alumni wins Reading and 
Literacy Research Award 2012
By Dr Noel Chia Kok Hwee, Early Childhood and Special Education Academic Group

Ms Saranya Elangovan, a teacher from Pathlight School, has 
been awarded the Society for Reading and Literacy (SRL) 
Research Award 2012 at the SRL Conference: Literacy for a 
Changing World held at the National Library Board on 1 June. 

Ms Saranya (pictured, centre) graduated from the 
National University of Singapore with a Bachelor 
of Business Administration degree in 1990. Her 
stint in the corporate arena gave her with ample 
experience in finance, personnel, general 
administration, training and fund raising.  

In 2003, Ms Saranya joined Special Education 
and has since developed a passion in 
teaching students with special needs.  
She completed her Diploma in Special 
Education with distinction at NIE in 2005. 
She has ten years of experience in 
teaching students with varied disabilities 
in both special and mainstream 
curriculum focused schools.   

Ms Saranya embraces lifelong learning by attending training 
workshops, talks and conferences to keep abreast of new 
developments	 in	 the	 area	 of	 special	 education.	 She	 firmly	
believes when interventions are based on sound research 
practices, the learning curve of people with special needs 

will be enhanced. She also seeks to inculcate intrinsic 
motivation and self-determination skills in her students 
so as to facilitate better post-school outcomes.

Ms Saranya is currently completing her MEd by 
dissertation. Her research study on preschool 
children’s word recognition ability for the SRL 

Award is an offshoot from her dissertation 
on “An Inter-correlational Study of the 
reading Components in Profiling and 
Generating	a	Cognitive	Equation	for	

Reading Performance” under the 
supervision of Dr Noel Chia Kok Hwee 

from Early Childhood and Special 
Needs Education Academic Group.  

Sketching Greens
By Ms Sumathi Rajah, Public, International and Alumni Relations 

NIE uncovered the hidden potential in its alumni when 
it held a nature sketching workshop at the HortPark 
on 23 June 2012. Enthusiastic alumni with their family 
and friends turned up bright and early on a Saturday 
morning to receive advice and tips on nature sketching 
from Mr Tham Puisan, an avid artist who expresses his 
passion for nature through his art work. 

The workshop covered basic landscape and nature 
drawing, as well as colour theory, with emphasis on 
understanding the unique characteristics of gardens, 
nature,	flora	and	fauna.	Participants	had	the	opportunity	
to engage the instructor in a cozy discussion and draw 
at leisure in a beautiful garden setting.

We had a great time at Hort Park with 
Tham Puisan ... Maybe NIE can consider 

organising a sketching class for us again. I 
am sure many of us will be keen.    

Ms Gan Ai Lee, NIE Alumna
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Below: (From right) Mr Tham Puisan 
giving NIE Alumni a few tips on nature 
sketching
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NIE congratulates 170 graduands from 
Management and Leadership in Schools! 
By Ms Sumathi Rajah, Public, International and Alumni Relations

On 23 July 2012, 170 graduands from the Management and Leadership in 
Schools	(MLS)	programme	received	their	certificates	and	awards	from	Guest-
of-Honour Mr Wong Siew Hoong, Deputy Director-General of Education 
(Curriculum), Ministry of Education at the MLS Graduation Ceremony.

The ceremony also recognised the outstanding achievements of Miss Chitra 
Jenardhanan from River Valley High School, who was Valedictorian and 
recipient of the Dr Ruth Wong Medal Award.

The Dr JM Nathan Memorial Prize for Curriculum Project was also awarded to 
the team that demonstrated the highest standards in their Curriculum Project.

The MLS programme is a 17-week long programme that aims to train middle-
level leaders in schools to be exemplary leaders, people managers and 
experts in teaching and learning. 

Team awarded the Dr JM Nathan Memorial Prize for Curriculum Project

Miss Chitra Jenardhanan River Valley High School
Miss Dianah Binte Abdullah Bukit Batok Secondary School
Mr Goh Han Pin CHIJ St. Joseph’s Convent
Mr Gurusharan Singh s/o Major Singh Anderson Junior College
Mdm Kwan Kah Wai Jenny Temasek Junior College

Mr Lim Boon Ping Xinmin Secondary School
Mr Martin Lee Tze Chuen Ministry of Education
Mdm Seah Chai Ju Tampines Junior College
Mdm Sheela d/o Mrithunjayan Ministry of Education
Mr Sum Gah Kiat, Patrick Anglo-Chinese Junior College
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Above: (From left) Mr Gurusharan Singh s/o Major Singh; 
Mr Sum Gah Kiat Patrick; Mdm Kwan Kah Wai Jenny; 
Mdm Sheela d/o Mrithunjayan; Guest-of-Honour, 
Mr Wong Siew Hoong; Prof Lee Sing Kong, NIE Director; 
Miss Dianah Binte Abdullah; Miss Chitra Jenardhanan; 
Mr Lim Boon Ping; Mdm Seah Chai Ju; 
Mr Martin Lee Tze Chuen; and Mr Goh Han Pin

Right: Valedictorian, 
Ms Chitra Jenardhanan 
shares her joy on 
receiving the award with 
her peers
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Teaching Lives 
By NIE Alumni, Mr Peter Koh and Ms Irene Ho

This year’s July NIE Teachers’ Investiture Ceremonies produced many inspiring stories onteachers and 
their personal triumphs. For this Teachers’ Day Special, two newly-minted teaching professionals agree 
to share their passion on how they embarked on becoming life-long learners...

Mr Peter Koh Chye Beng graduated with a 
Diploma in Education 
After spending more than 25 years serving the Singapore 
Armed Forces (SAF), Peter decided to forego his Pensionable 
Service route for an early release to answer a different calling 
for his nation. He explained, “It would be easy to just stay in the 
SAF and continue till I retire, but I felt that there was more I could 
still give to others and much more I could do for my country.” 
 
So, in 2001, Peter decided to join the Ministry of Education’s 
Security	and	Emergency	Planning	Office	at	its	headquarters	
to help schools in Singapore deal with emergency or crisis. 
He	applied	his	experience	as	a	SAF	military	officer	to	prepare	
SOPs and programmes to help schools respond readily to any 
emergency or crisis. What Peter discovered was a calling to 
teach after 7 years in MOE HQ. He admitted that the only way 
to continue was “to go back to the basics starting with young 
children in primary schools”. His hope was that by being 
there to help shape their characters, he can be a part of the 
process of teaching his young charges the right values that 
would	nurture	 them	 to	be	good,	 confident	 and	 responsible	
citizens. He adds, “Hopefully, when they grow much older, 
these values will translate into great leadership and care for 
the nation and community”.
 
This took Peter to NIE in 2010, where he read a Diploma in 
Education and graduated in July this year. He is now a full-
fledged	teacher	at	New	Town	Primary	School.	The	55-year-old	
reminisced, “I felt that my career in the SAF and at MOE HQ 
has given me much experience and wisdom to be thankful 
for.  But, being older would not always make me the wiser one; 
there is much to 
learn from youths 
as they always 
have fresh ideas.  
I learn from them 
just as they learn 
from me…”  

Ms Irene Ho Wai Leng graduated with a 
Bachelor of Arts (Education)  
After 15 years of teaching, Ms Irene Ho decided to take study 
leave and pursue her BA (Education) because she wanted 
to continue nurturing her passion to teach. Despite the strain 
on	 her	 family	 finances,	 she	 shared	 that	 the	 experience	 of	
being a student again enriched her outlook. “I told myself 
not to be closed-minded despite teaching for so many years 
but to set these aside and just remain open to new ideas and 
ways of doing things.” 
 
The recipient of two book prizes – the SPC Book Prize and 
The Victor Neo Book Prize – Irene admits that going back to 
school	to	teach	will	be	another	hurdle	but	she	is	confident	that	
she will be back in the full swing of things. She elaborates, 
“The process of going back to studying again as a mature 
student really helped to mould my character. It helped me 
to face challenges head-on and become more tenacious.”
 
As the momentum picks up for administrative and teaching 
duties, Irene feels that as long as she has a positive attitude, 
she can face the rapid changes in policies. “Thanks to the NIE 
experience, there is not only enrichment in terms of knowledge 
but also greater self-awareness,” she said happily.

Right: As co-form 
teacher of P3-2 
in 2010

Above: Photo of Peter, 
taken at NTPS in 2010

Inset: In No. 4 
Cadet Combat 
Dress (Photo 
taken in 1976, 
while serving 
National Service)

Right: With her 
students at an event 

Below: Ms Irene Ho with her pillars of 
support, her husband and Mother at the 
NTU Convocation
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Event

Director’s Annual Address

Service Learning Day 2012

NIE Director’s Race 2012

Beginning Teachers’ Orientation 
Programme

The 20th International Conference on 
Computers in Education (ICCE) 2012
http://www.lsl.nie.edu.sg/icce2012/ 

World Association for Lesson Studies
(WALS) 2012
Register at: http://www.walsnet.org/ 

Date

25 Sep 2012

26 Sep 2012

12 Oct 2012

19 to 23 Nov 2012

26 to 30 Nov 2012

28 to 30 Nov 2012

Venue

NIE, Singapore

NIE, Singapore

NIE, Singapore

NIE, Singapore

NIE, Singapore

NIE, Singapore

Contact Person

Email: spcs@nie.edu.sg

Ms Jann Tan, OTE
Email: huiling.tan@nie.edu.sg 

Mr Cheow Weng Khong, CPD
Email: wengkhong.cheow@nie.edu.sg  

Mrs Jessica Tan-Wong, OTE
Email: Jessica.wong@nie.edu.sg 

Email: icce2012@nie.edu.sg 

Email: admin@walsnet.org 

Anugerah Guru Arif Budiman
Arif Budiman Malay Language Teachers’ Award

AGAB 2012
Tarikh Pencalonan Nomination Date: 18 Jul - 16 Sep 2012

Calonkan guru-guru yang telah meninggalkan kesan positif dalam kehidupan para pelajar kita. Pencalonan boleh 
dilakukan oleh pihak sekolah, para guru, para pelajar, ibu bapa dan masyarakat umum.

Nominate our Malay Language teachers who have made a positive impact on our students’ life.
Nomination can be made by fellow teachers, students, parents and the public.

NIE NEWS  |  SEPTEMBER 2012 

Muat turun borang pencalonan di :
Application forms can be downloaded at:

mllpc.sg • mbms.sg • nie.edu.sg



2.4km Director’s Relay / Fun Run
12 October 2012
4.00 PM
NIE / NTU Campus
www.DirectorRace.nie.edu.sg

2012
NIE

A Race for Special People 

DIRECTOR ’’S RACE
relay  fun run.

2012
NIE

A Race for Special People 

DIRECTOR ’’S RACE
relay  fun run.

At NIE, it is our firm belief to not only nuture and develop 
educators with knowledge and skills of teaching for the 
21st century but to also cultivate strong values of care 
and love for others. Together with Arc Children's Centre, 
our adopted beneficiary for Director's Race 2012. NIE 
can bring joy and love to the younger community. All 
funds raised will go towards Arc's education and 
development programmes for children with life 
threatening illnesses.

Let's live the spirit of NIE and come together as one family 
to make the evening a race for special people. Join us for 
this fun filled event at the NIE Campus at 4.00pm on 12 
October 2012.

organised by in aid of 

At NIE, it is our firm belief to not only nuture and develop  
educators with knowledge and skills of teaching for the 
21st century but to also cultivate strong values of care 
and love for others. Together with Arc Children’s Centre, 
our adopted beneficiary for Director’s Race 2012, NIE 
can bring joy and love to younger community. All funds 
raised will go towards Arc’s education and development 
programmes for children with life threatening illnesses.

Let’s live the spirit of NIE and come together as one 
family to make the evening a race for special people. 
Join us for this fun filled event at the NIE Campus at 
4.00pm on 12 October 2012.


